
The majority of Washington 
University students voted con-
trary to Missouri voters but in 
accord with the nation in re-elect-
ing Barack Obama to the office of  
United States President.

Greeted with cheers of “four 
more years” and “USA,” news 
outlets including CNN, NBC 
and the New York Times named 
Obama the victor Tuesday night 
after declaring Ohio for the cur-
rent president.

In his acceptance speech 
Wednesday morning, the re-
elected president insisted that 
the nation “keep reaching, keep 
working, keep fighting.”

“He really is a great and 
inspiring leader, and I think a 
lot of people are right in rejoic-
ing tonight for the face that he 
puts on America to the world 
and [for] what he tells America 
about ourselves,” senior Anna 
Applebaum, co-editor-in-chief  
of the Washington University 
Political Review, said. “To me, 
it’ll never be quite the same situ-
ation that it was in 2008, but I’m 
still so proud of my president and 
to have worked to have made 
Barack Obama president [again] 
for another four years.”

According to New York Times 
figures updated Wednesday 
morning, Mitt Romney won 
Missouri 53.8 percent to 44.3 
percent, though Obama emerged 

as the clear national winner with 
303 electoral votes (with Florida’s 
result still pending).

The Times also confirmed that 
incumbent Democratic Senate 
candidate Claire McCaskill 
defeated republican Todd Akin 
and that incumbent Jay Nixon 
had won over Dave Spence for 
governor, with both democrats 
winning by more than a 10 per-
cent margin.

About 500 students attended 
watch parties held in College Hall 
and Tisch Commons Tuesday 
night.

“It was fun to have a big com-
munity event for a very singular 
moment in our time here at Wash. 
U.,” senior Peter Birke said.

A survey of 270 students out-
side of the Ursa’s Fireside polling 
place indicated that 86 percent of  
students voted for Obama and 12 
percent voted for Romney.

“I think we were expecting it 
to be closer than it was, a harder 
fight than it was,” junior and 
College Democrats President 
Leigha Empson said of Tuesday’s 
national race. “But when the 
states came rolling in blue…it was 
over a lot faster than we thought it 
would be.”

She attributed the Obama 
victory in large part to the cam-
paign’s grassroots nature.

“If you have thousands of vol-
unteers reminding their neighbors 
to vote, it’s really going to add up 
and make a difference,” she said.

About 1,300 students voted at 

Ursa’s on the South 40, accord-
ing to the St. Louis Board of  
Elections. Adam Flores, junior 
and intern at the Gephardt 
Institute for Public Service, said 
that he was pleased with the stu-
dent voter turnout. 

“Throughout the entire day, 
it just seemed like there were 
constantly people [voting],” he 
said. “As the night went on, it got 
more of a kind of stadium atmo-
sphere...it was really energetic.”

While many publications have 
spent the past several months 
declaring the presidential race 
too close to call, history profes-
sor Peter Kastor said little has 
changed in recent weeks.

“Nothing in the last two 
months has truly driven this elec-
tion in a significant way,” Kastor 
said. “It was clear that the princi-
pal concern that would determine 
whether people voted and how 
they voted was the economy. 
That has not changed. It’s not as 
if  some other factor has emerged 
that has garnered greater atten-
tion than the state of the domestic 
economy.”

While Obama’s victory was 
greeted with applause that 
resounded throughout the 
Danforth University Center, not 
all members of the Washington 
University community were 
pleased with the results.

“I don’t think anything’s really 
going to change,” senior Jordan 
Wagner said. Wagner has sup-
ported Romney since the latter’s 

2008 presidential bid.
“I think it’s going to be a very, 

very slow-moving economy,” she 
said. “I think Obamacare is going 
to continue…and I just don’t 
see how that’s a feasible option 
right now with the other social 
programs barely being able to 
survive.”

Professor Alan Lambert, 
who has been studying the 
overly-optimistic attitudes of  
under-informed political support-
ers, said he is curious to see how 

A significant and widespread 
shortage of  paper ballots meant 
many students waited more than 
two hours to cast their votes 
Tuesday.

Some chose simply to walk away 
from the voting booths and not 
come back.

“I [have] a lot of  work and one 
of  my friends was telling me ear-
lier the wait was over two hours. 
I just don’t have enough time for 
that today,” sophomore Amreet 
Mohanty said.

Ursa’s Fireside, the polling place 
for all Missouri voters residing 
on the South 40, ran out of  paper 

ballots at around 1:25 p.m., accord-
ing to students in line at the time.  
Additional ballots didn’t arrive 
until 3:50.

A supervisor at Our Lady of  
Lourdes School, the polling place 
for upperclassmen living in the 
Village and on Snow Way Drive 
and Forsyth Blvd., said the loca-
tion was without paper ballots for 
at least five hours, though other 
employees said they were supplied 
with additional ballots throughout 
the day.

“That was the worst thing that 
could possibly happen, because 
students then started leaving,” 
senior and Gephardt Institute 
intern Adam Flores said.

“Word of  mouth got [around], 

you know, ‘I’ve been in line for 
one hour, two hours.’ And ideally, 
people will come back. But you 
know, especially when the line’s 
already like this, it’s a pretty hostile 
environment,” said junior Charles 
Unger, who was volunteering for a 
nonpartisan voter rights group at 
the South 40 polling location. 

But election officials said that 
long lines aren’t a noteworthy 
problem.

“We didn’t go past a location at 
6:00 that had more than 25 or 30 
people in line. So this is a decision 
to say, ‘Oh, I was going to [vote] 
at 3:00, but there’s a line.’ The 
election board isn’t planning this 
around every hour of  the day every 
student has an unlimited ability to 

wander in. They’ve planned it on 
saying we’ve got to serve 1,300 
voters at this location,” Election 
Board Deputy Daniel O’Sullivan 
said.

That’s not to say that things were 
going as smoothly as intended.

Ursa’s was set as the polling 
place on the South 40 when there 
were less than 700 registered voters 
there, O’Sullivan said. In the last 
two weeks before the registration 
deadline, the number of  registered 
voters doubled to nearly 1,400.

“The physical space is selected 
based on the number of  registered 
voters and four weeks before the 
election is too late to lease new 
space,” O’Sullivan said. “If  they’d 
had more time, they might have 

moved [voters] elsewhere.”
“For some reason, they weren’t 

expecting so many students,” 
Flores said, “but we were anticipat-
ing that about half  the people who 
live on the 40 would vote there. 
Somehow it didn’t translate with 
the county.”

To try and make up for the lack 
of  paper ballots, the supervisors 
added two touch-screen voting 
machines over the course of  the 
day, taking it from three machines 
to five. Washington University 
Dining Services brought large trays 
of  free food and Wydown Water 
provided free water for students 
stuck in the congested cafe.
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(From left) Michelle Obama, Barack Obama, Joe Biden and Jill Biden celebrate B. Obama’s re-election early Wednesday morning. CNN projected B. 
Obama’s victory at aproximately 10:20 p.m. Tuesday night, to the delight of the majority of the students at the election watch party in the Danforth 
University Center. WATCH THE REACTION VIDEO AT STUDLIFE.COM.
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Paper ballot shortages mean lengthy lines, disillusioned voters
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theflipside

WEDNESDAY 7
Washington University blood drive
9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sponsored by the Community Service Office 
and funded in part by Student Union and 
the Congress of the South 40, the blood drive 
is open at eight different locations around 
campus. Appointments are not necessary 
but are strongly encouraged and will allow 
people to move to the front of the lines.

THURSDAY 8
Jazz at Holmes Fall 2012 Concert Series: 
“Turning Point: Electric Miles and 
Hendrix Confluence”
8 p.m. in Ridgley Hall, 7-9:15 p.m. in Holmes 
Lounge
To celebrate Jimi Hendrix’s 70th birthday, 
a lineup led by jazz guitarist and senior 
lecturer in music William Lenihan will 
perform. The event is co-sponsored by 
University College and the Department of 
Music.

FRIDAY 9
Diwali “Festival of Lights”
7 p.m. in Edison Theatre
Presented by Ashoka, Washington 
University’s South Asian Student Association, 
this performance features actors, models, 
and dancers. It will also be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 10 at the same time. For tickets, visit 
Edison Theatre or call 314-935-6543.

SATURDAY 10
Give Thanks Give Back’s Wrapping Party
12-5 p.m. in Tisch Commons
Attendees can come wrap gifts that have 
been donated for needy families in the 
St. Louis area. Call 781-690-0245 for more 
information.

EVENT
CALENDAR

THURSDAY 8
SUNNY
57 / 39

WEDNESDAY 7
MOSTLY SUNNY
49 / 34

FRIDAY 9
PARTLY CLOUDY
64 / 50
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AM CLOUDS/PM SUN
69 / 53
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Around 23 percent of students who turned 
out to vote on the South 40 were told that their 
registration was not on the books and were 
given provisional ballots, students say they were 
told by election authorities. 

Sophomore Jolijt Tamanaha waited in line 
for two hours, from around four to six in the 
evening, only to be told that her registration 
information could not be found.  

Tamanaha, who registered in Missouri dur-
ing the Gephardt Institute’s WUSTL Votes 
2012 campaign, called the county two weeks 
ago to confirm her Missouri registration. She 
was informed that her registration had been 
processed. 

Frustrated by her inability to cast a regular 
ballot, Tamanaha called a local women vot-
ers’ hotline Tuesday evening and was referred 
to a reporter at KMOV St. Louis. The reporter 
came to campus to interview Tamanaha, called 
the Board of Elections and learned that out of  
around 1,300 students who showed up to vote 
at Ursa’s Fireside, around 300 were told they 
were not in the system and given provisional 
ballots.

The St. Louis Election Commissioners 
would not confirm that figure Tuesday night.

“Some people are suggesting… that it’s a 
problem with the mail room and that we all 
used the same address to register, and then I 
guess they didn’t confirm that we live here or 
something like that,” Tamanaha said.

This issue, Tamanaha said, reaches beyond 
Washington University. 

“I started looking around on Google about 
this problem, and apparently it’s consistently 

an issue with students voting from their college 
campuses,” she said. “It’s clearly a systemic 
issue that if people tried to solve, we could fix.”

She expressed her frustration with the lack 
of attention paid to what seems like an old 
problem. 

“There’s no reason that students should have 
this much of a problem, because this isn’t the 
first time this has happened. So in a way, it is a 
more minor way of disenfranchising students. 
They should solve this problem, and then we 
wouldn’t have this issue. But no one’s doing 
that,” she said. 

Adam Flores, junior and intern at the 
Gephardt Institute for Public Service, said he 
noticed provisional ballots being distributed to 
some students on the South 40 Tuesday. 

“I knew there were some people casting pro-
visional ballots, but I didn’t know how many 
there were,” he said. “It wasn’t terrible, but more 
than we were expecting. There were a lot of  
issues with registrations in the county and not 
being able to identify people that were registered 
somewhere else or whatever. Part of it can be 
attributed to students not changing their address 
if they’ve moved or something…Obviously 
that’s not 300 people, but that is one case.”

Flores stressed that even those students who 
cast provisional ballots will have their votes 
counted once their registration is confirmed. 

“So, it’s not as if students were completely 
turned away from the polls saying ‘you can’t 
vote at all,’” Flores said. 

Tamanaha said that while she knows her 
provisional ballot will be cast eventually, she 
also knows that, at this point, it will not make 
a difference.  

“They said that the provisional ballot will 
probably be counted if they end up finding 

our registration, but that won’t be for another 
week and a half,” Tamanaha said. “It’s not 
really about whether or not this will be counted. 
It’s just on principle—it’s just a little crazy that 
they’re losing student registration.” 

Ursa’s was also overwhelmed with about 700 
more student voters than had been expected at 
that polling station, Flores said.

“For some reason, they weren’t expecting 
so many students, but we [at the Gephardt 
Institute] were anticipating that about half the 
people who live on the [South] 40 would vote 
there,” he said. “Somehow it didn’t translate 
with the county. They were anticipating around 
600 voters…I don’t know where the disconnect 
was with the county.”

Despite a large influx of student registra-
tions during the final week of the Gephardt 
Institute’s campaign, Flores said he believes the 
Institute was successful in doing all it could to 
confirm that student registrations were correctly 
completed.

“We did everything in our power to make 
sure registrations were completed, filled out 
correctly and [that] they were sent to the county 
and the city in a timely manner,” he said. 
“What happens on the county and city end 
is completely removed from us, and then, the 
secretary of state’s office is way beyond our con-
trol. So I believe we did the best we could and it 
was pretty successful based on people being able 
to vote and issues being resolved quickly.”

This is not the first time Ursa’s has experi-
enced problems related to provisional ballots. 
During the 2010 midterm elections, students 
whose registration information could not be 
found at the Ursa’s polling station were turned 
away and told they could not vote without 
being offered provisional ballots.

Many South 40 student voters
say they weren’t listed in system 
SADIE SMECK
NEWS EDITOR

O’Sullivan said there were few individu-
als at Ursa’s who actually wanted or needed 
paper ballots. One was a student whom the 
system said registered after the deadline, the 
other a student who thought he registered 
but didn’t appear on the roll. 

“In 450 sites [throughout St. Louis], 
there’s less than ten of  them that are running 
out of  paper ballots. That’s an insignificant 
number,” O’Sullivan said.

 “Once the paper ballots came in, I was 
happy and it moved really quickly, but until 
then it was miserable and ridiculous that 
they ran out of  paper ballots that quickly, 
and then were using five touch screens for 
hundreds and hundreds of  us. It’s better 
now,” freshman Dana Arditti said.

Two blocks away at Our Lady of  Lourdes, 
upperclassmen spent about an hour in lines 
facing a similar situation when the poll-
ing location ran out of  paper ballot style 
#44—the form that applied primarily to 
Washington University students, poll work-
ers said.

“They [at the election board] said, ‘Oh, 
there’s only a tiny number of  people who 
get that ballot.’ Well, that is so far off  it’s 

unbelievable,” Election Supervisor Dan 
Malan said. “They completely screwed up.”

Malan said the sole difference between 
ballot style #44 and the other paper ballots 
they still had was a measure concerning a 
library tax for University City.

“They said we can’t use the other one, 
that would invalidate them because they’re 
not the right ballot,” Malan said. “They also 
didn’t send us enough screens. We don’t 
know why they sent us three screens and 
11 booths for paper ballots, but we can’t use 
paper ballots. It’s insane…the whole thing is 
just insane.”

Another election supervisor said they 
were given shipments of  100 ballots at both 
2 and 4 p.m.

“It’s a serious issue, I would say that,” 
junior Michael Cohen said. “I’m sure the 
word has spread that the line here is an 
hour long, and people might be deterred 
who were kind of  on the fence about vot-
ing initially. I feel like most people who were 
pretty sure they were going to vote before 
will stay.”

With additional reporting by Parker Chang 
and Matt Mitgang. 

BALLOTS FROM PAGE 1

OBAMA FROM PAGE 1

Republicans handle the loss. 
Still, Wagner said she remains optimistic 

for the future. 
“I am so excited for 2016 already, and I will 

be out there tomorrow, already trying to get 
Republicans to vote for 2016.”

“I’m going to turn the radio on tomorrow 

and see what Rush Limbaugh has to say,” 
Lambert said. “When people’s expectations 
are violated, they try to make sense of the 
outcome, and this is a really interesting case.”

“Some people are going to be [gracious] 
losers…other people are going to perhaps 
claim there’s been some problems in the 

process,” he added. “It has nothing to do with 
being Republican or Democrat. It’s general 
human nature to come up with explanations 
for why their expectations haven’t worked 
out.”

With additional reporting by Sahil Patel.

SUNDAY 11
T-STORMS
64 / 42

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“Perhaps Republicans 
are emotional eaters 
because they realize 
they have a worse 
candidate”
- Julia Kellman, Senior
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McCaskill tops Akin for senate seat

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Democrat Claire McCaskill takes the podium with her family after defeating Republican Todd Akin in Tuesday’s election. Despite winning only four counties (St. Louis City, St. Louis County, Boone and 
Jackson), McCaskill won 54% of the popular vote, compared to 40% for Akin, to win the seat in Washington.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Nate Silver and the new face of journalism

L
ast night, Barack Obama 
was re-elected. Whether 
or not this is a surprise to 
you might have something 

to do with whether you’ve been fol-
lowing the work of Nate Silver. His 
work, supported by Obama’s victory, 
marks a shift in reporting on elections 
toward a more numbers-based game. 

Silver—who is funded to speak 
at Wash. U. later this year—has 
been the most prominent of the 
many poll aggregators and election 
modelers who forecasted the elec-
tion. All of them, against the grain 
of the national media that spent all 
of October talking about a toss-up 
election, projected Obama as a some-
what clear favorite throughout the 
fall. Silver calculated the President’s 

odds of re-election at 90.9 percent 
on Tuesday morning. Predictably, 
such an overwhelming margin led to 
widespread backlash against those 
projections. This was not simply a 
partisan response from Republicans 
speaking in defense of their candi-
date’s chances; much of the outcry 
against Silver and his data-oriented 
colleagues came from journalists 
who suggested that an election, to 
paraphrase, isn’t something that can 
be predicted solely based on polls and 
past trends. As the theory goes, one 
can’t just look at what’s happened 
before and perfectly guess what’s 
going to happen again; a full under-
standing of the campaign demands 
careful attention to the pundits 
and the narrative of neck-and-neck 

excitement that the media creates.
This criticism is probably famil-

iar to Silver, who was one of the 
pioneers of Baseball Prospectus’ 
widely renowned player projection 
system created about a decade ago. 
He was one of the people behind 
the rapid progress of advanced 
baseball metrics, and over the last 
decade, supporters of those statistics 
have been shouted down with eerily 
similar arguments and claims to 
the ones Silver has heard in recent 
weeks about his election analysis. 
Those arguments haven’t stopped the 
growth of those statistics, though, and 
they haven’t stopped the growth in 
popularity of election prognosticators 
like Silver.

In the meantime, Silver accurately 

projected the winner of all 50 states 
last night (Florida pending), lending 
even more credibility to his forecast-
ing techniques. But even if he ended 
up being wrong—and if he continues 
to predict the results every election 
year, the odds suggest that he’s prob-
ably going to be wrong eventually—it 
wouldn’t change what appears to be 
a growing trend in journalism toward 
his approach.

We understand why it’s com-
monplace to rely on narratives such 
as a close, toss-up race to keep things 
interesting.  That said, reliable polling 
agencies repeatedly showed Obama 
with a lead in crucial battleground 
states throughout the campaign. 
Sure, people will pay more attention 
when there’s more alleged intrigue. 

But Silver’s overwhelming success 
accelerates a paradigm shift that looks 
like it’s been in the making for almost 
a decade now, beginning in sports and 
now expanding into politics: there is 
more than one way to break down the 
news nowadays, and numbers have 
picked up tremendous momentum 
and likely won’t slow down any time 
soon.

This isn’t to say that the nerds have 
taken over and general journalistic 
storytelling as we know it is going 
down the tubes. But the old guard, 
at the very least, is on notice. If what 
happened election night is any indica-
tion, writers who do nothing but scoff  
at newfangled numbers and statistics 
likely won’t be taken seriously for 
much longer.

A
t 12:38 a.m. CST this 
morning, the 44th presi-
dent of the United States 
took the stage at his 

campaign headquarters in Chicago to 
accept his election for a second term.

Barack Obama’s speech started 
off softly, thanking his supporters, his 
family, the troops overseas and Joe 
Biden. He then built to a rhetorical 
crescendo when he exclaimed, “We 
are an American family; we rise and 
fall together as one nation and as 
one people…For the United States 
of America, the best is yet to come.” 
Obama took on a truly presidential 
aura. But perhaps the best aspect was 
his audience—he was not speaking 
to Congress, his staff or his party but 
to the people of the United States of  
America.

The scene was similar to that in 
Grant Park in Chicago four years 
ago, when Obama took the stage 
to announce his 2008 victory. His 
speech then was a textbook example 
of beautiful political rhetoric. He 
evoked Martin Luther King Jr. when 
he declared that Americans “young 
and old, rich and poor, Democrat and 
Republican, black, white…disabled 
and not disabled” had joined together 
to reclaim an America “where all 
things [were] possible.” He evoked 
John F. Kennedy’s legendary inaugu-
ration speech in his use of anaphora 
as a call to action when he declared, 
“Let us summit the new spirit of  

patriotism…let us remember…let’s 
resist the temptation to fall back on 
the same partisanship and pettiness 
and immaturity that has poisoned our 
politics for so long.”

Each time Obama paused toward 
the end of the speech to repeat his 
campaign’s timeless refrain, “Yes We 
Can,” the crowd erupted, exclaim-
ing “Yes We Can!” with him. In this 
singular moment, Obama held the 
nation captivated in the palm of his 
hand.

His 2008 victory speech was a 
triumph of political rhetoric; he 
reminded us of what makes us 
Americans and painted an inspiring 
picture of the nation he wanted to 
create. However, once Obama took 
office, the cruel reality of partisan 
politics settled in. He struggled to pass 
major policies like his healthcare bill 
because of congressional gridlock, 
pushback from groups like the tea 
party and conflict within the White 
House staff. As Obama’s struggles 
within the political system evolved 
so did his rhetoric. He struggled to 
recapture the hope of that night in 
Grant Park because he was unable 
to communicate with Congress in 
the same way that he had with the 
American people.

Although their political views 
could not be more different, Obama 
has often been compared to Ronald 
Reagan—both took office during 
economic recessions, both sought 
to redefine their party’s missions, 
both had to deal with tense for-
eign policy issues and both were 

excellent communicators during their 
respective campaigns. Reagan’s first 
inaugural address was very similar 
to Obama’s two victory speeches. 
Reagan also painted a sweeping 
picture of where the country had 
been and where it needed to go. More 
importantly, Reagan told a story of a 
nation that was hurting and his mis-
sion to revive it. 

However, Reagan was able to 
carry this momentum into his first 
term much more effectively than was 
Obama. Reagan’s first 100 days were 
a political masterpiece; his staff was 
efficient, and he passed the bills that 
he needed to in order to set the coun-
try down a path toward fulfilling his 
vision. One of the biggest reasons that 
Reagan was so successful in imposing 
his agenda on Congress was his abil-
ity to speak directly to the American 
people. Reagan’s speech rhetoric got 
the public on his side and, as a result, 
enabled him to be much more effec-
tive in his congressional negotiations.

Perhaps Obama could learn a few 
lessons from Reagan, the “Great 
Communicator.” It’s obvious that the 
president is more at home speaking 
to ordinary people on the campaign 
trail than he is speaking to Congress. 
If Obama can build off his re-election 
momentum and make better use of  
his broad appeal, he can use public 
pressure to help impose his agenda 
on a gridlocked Congress. President 
Obama has proven that he is a master 
of campaign rhetoric; now it’s time 
for him to use this rhetoric to turn his 
words into policy.

P
resident Barack Obama 
proved victorious in 2012. 
In what was almost a 
repeat of 2008, he won 

every swing state of consequence: 
Virginia and Ohio. The pundits 
will laud his campaign, CNN will 
hotly debate the what ifs and Mitt 
Romney will gracefully, if  disap-
pointedly (although, if he was 
optimistic enough to hope for a vic-
tory, can we really be sympathetic?) 
retire to the quiet, comfortable life 
that being part of the aging 1 percent 
allows. 

But American politics will 
continue onward. The former 
Republican standard-bearer will fade 
into obscurity, and in four years, 
his Democratic counterpart will 
probably follow a similar path, but 
the ideologies they embodied will 
continue on. This election was much 
more than Obama versus Romney. 
It was more than just liberals versus 
conservatives. Upon this election 
hinged the fate of the tea party and 
indeed the conservative and liberal 
movements. With Obama’s victory, 
the tea party has been silenced, and 
Democratic dominance has been 
assured until at least 2020.

Recessions are unpleasant. They 
deprive people of jobs, of income 
and of livelihoods; they make 
people dependent on the state in 
ways that they were not previously. 
Additionally, though this is often 
ignored by Joe the Plumber who suf-
fers from them and the demagogue 
who plays upon them, they are 
cyclical. Ultimately, and regardless 
of auto bailouts, stimulus packages 
or multi-trillion dollar deficits, bad 
economic conditions will give way 
to good ones. In short, the economy 
was destined to improve regardless 
of who won. 

Thus, the American recovery has 
been ongoing and, on the condition 
of the aversion of sequestration, 
guaranteed. Because of its slug-
gish nature, however, the argument 
that Americans are suffering more 
and the attack that the middle 
class is being buried was effective 
in this election cycle. Similarly, 
because of the gradual, inevitable 
improvement, whichever party won 
the White House in 2012 would 
receive credit for it. If that was the 
Republican Party, Romney’s exten-
sive business experience would have 
informed his masterful command 
of the recovery, but because it was 

the Democratic Party that won, 
Obama’s perseverance and govern-
ment intervention will have proved 
successful.

Because Obama has won, his 
ideology, and that of his party, has 
been guaranteed predominance. The 
Democrats do not control the House 
now, thanks to an overwhelming 
Republican majority stemming from 
the 2010 midterm elections, but in 
2014, with the recovery obvious to 
everyone and attributed to Obama, 
they will come storming in. In 2016, 
with the American economy roaring 
once again, a Democratic president, 
be it someone as relatively moder-
ate as Joe Biden or comparatively 
left-leaning as Martin O’Malley, will 
inevitably take office, and it will only 
be in 2018, when the recovery is 
over and other issues dominate the 
American political consciousness, 
that Republicans can hope to take 
over. From 2014-20, the Democratic 
Party will control the House, the 
Senate and the White House. Some 
might view it as compensation for 
the neo-conservative Bush years.

The tea party is doomed. Not 
only will Democrats be able to lay 
claim to the recovery successfully, 
but they also will be able to claim 
responsibility for the reduction of  
the deficit, thanks entirely to the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA). 
Only the Democrats will be credited 
with averting sequestration. Never 
mind that, were it not for the tea 
party wave of 2010, the BCA would 
never have been promulgated, and 
run-away spending without end 
would have continued to be the 
standard practice. Instead, the tea 
party will be remembered for being 
obstructionist, Todd Akin- and 
Richard Mourdock-supporting 
white, old, Christian men stuck in 
the ideals of the previous century.

Even if the Democrats squan-
der the goodwill of the recovery, 
2008-20 will be remembered as the 
Democratic era. Deserved or oth-
erwise, praise will be heaped upon 
them for rescuing the economy and 
restoring America to unquestion-
able superiority. Conservatives will 
mourn, and liberals will rejoice. The 
tea party, deprived of the massive 
debt that gave it life and the old-
school demographics that supported 
its social programs, will dissolve. 
And after 2020, a new, moderately 
progressive era of American politics 
will be inaugurated.

And it all began right here, 
right now, in the 2012 presidential 
election.

Obama’s victory 
destroys tea party

Obama’s Victory Speech, Ronald 
Reagan and Presidential Rhetoric

MATT CURTIS
FORUM EDITOR

WILL WILDER
STAFF COLUMNIST
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12. Vino Alan
I didn’t think that Alan had a 

market before his first live perfor-
mance, and after the performance, 
I was shocked he didn’t go home 
on the spot. Mentor L.A. Reid 
has no idea what to do with him, 
so this soulful rocker is the first 
out. 

11. Beatrice Miller
There is only room for one 

teenager with a big voice on this 
show and Miller’s voice is not 
nearly as good as that of  fellow 
teen Carly Rose. I predict she’ll 
go home soon in a shock exit. 
Hopefully the producers can 

prevent another Rachel Crow 
meltdown. 

10. Jason Brock
On the U.K.’s version of “The 

X Factor,” joke acts often make it 
through many weeks of the compe-
tition. I don’t think America has the 
same stomach for that. This Elton 
John-lite will be kicked off faster 
than you can say “B-b-b-benny and 
the Jets. ”

9. Paige Thomas
During the first live performance, 

Paige wore what appeared to be 
a sea urchin on her head. And 
somehow she made it to the top 12. 
The market already has Rihanna 
and Rita Ora, it does not need Paige 
Thomas too. 

8. CeCe Frey
Raise your hand if you’ve been 

personally victimized by CeCe Frey. 
This “mean girl” is trying to rehab 
her persona but ended up looking 
like a bargain bin version of Ke$ha. 
And if you’ve ever seen Ke$ha, it 
looks like she came out of a bargain 
bin. CeCe Frey: Bargain bin-ception.

7. Lyric145
While I have faith in Simon 

Cowell more than any other mentor 
to do right by his contestants, he 
also had this rap group perform 
“Gangnam Style” during its first 
live performance. If  he can figure 
out how to make them less like 
jokes (or maybe hope for an insane 
wave of 90’s nostalgia to hit the 
nation) and more like the stars that 
they are, the members of Lyric145 
could go far. 

6. Tate Stevens
Stevens is the only country singer 

left on the show. He also has a fam-
ily. America loves country music 
and family men. The heartland will 
carry him through as long as it can, 
but it won’t be long before he falls 
victim to the one-trick-pony curse. 

5. Jennel Garcia
Mentor Demi Lovato seems to 

have created a clone of herself in 
the 18-year-old rocker girl, but that 
may be shrewd on her part. The 
market is missing an Avril Lavigne 
or Ashlee Simpson-type, and Garcia 
has the pipes and attitude to pull 

that off. I’m not sure how she’ll be 
able to stand against the stronger 
singers during a sing-off, but regard-
less, she’ll have a career post-show.

4. Arin Ray
If Marcus Canty got to fourth, I 

certainly think Arin Ray is capable 
of that. He will be a bigger hit with 
the preteens than Canty ever was, 
and mentor Britney Spears will 
not have a problem branding him 
like she might with her other two 
contestants. Also, his name is made 
for the charts—it follows the same 
syllabic pattern as Bruno Mars and 
Taio Cruz. 

3. 1432 (formerly LYLAS)
When was the last time America 

had a great girl group? I long for the 
days of Destiny’s Child and TLC 
or U.K. imports Spice Girls. They 
haven’t done enough as an actual 
group to convince me they can win 
the whole thing. They are still com-
ing across as five girls rather than a 
group. But I can hope.

2. Emblem3
Don’t get me wrong, I hate 

these future frat brothers as much 
as anyone does. It’s like they were 
created in a lab specifically to piss 
me off. They look like they do Red 
Bull bongs because they think it 
makes them cool. None of them 
can really sing, and turning a 
Matisyahu song into some strange 
mash-up of Nickelback and K’naan 
is definitely a cardinal sin. But they 
are young, so preteens probably find 
them attractive and Simon probably 
thinks they’re his American One 
Direction. When I asked for the 
return of the boy band, I did not 
want this. I am sorry.  

1. Carly Rose Sonenclar
The reason I think Sonenclar will 

win is simple: she’s like a young ver-
sion of Kelly Clarkson with an even 
better voice. Sure, it doesn’t look like 
she can dance and her hand gestures 
are more adorably awkward than 
confident. But she has a voice with 
such range and texture that you 
can already hear her singing “A 
Moment Like This” in the finale. If  
Spears can figure out how to get her 
there, Sonenclar will win this season 
of “The X Factor.” 

CADENZA’S ROMNEY ... PLAYLIST

1. I Am Not a Robot
Marina and the Diamonds
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CADENZA
Obama Victory Playlist Romney Victory Playlist

Results are in, and incumbent Barack Obama has won another 
four-year term as president. Celebrate his victory with this 
playlist, straight from Chicago.

Student Life also found a crumpled-up piece of paper at 
Romney’s campaign headquarters. Here is what Romney would 
have played at his victory rally. 

The ‘X Factor’ voting guide

Did voting on Election Day fill you 
with glee and euphoria at fulfilling your 
civic duty? Fear not, America, for you 
can still help choose the direction of  our 
country in a major way—by voting for 
the next big pop star on “The X Factor.” 
Here is Cadenza’s guide to the top 12 con-
testants, ranked by likelihood that they’ll 
win (in my humble opinion).

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

CADENZA COVERS ALL ITS BASES

CADENZA’S OBAMA VICTORY PLAYLIST

1. “Irreplaceable” 
Beyoncé
Beyoncé is one of the President’s number one fans. Even 
though this is normally a breakup jam, Obama can turn 
it into his declaration to the American people: he is “Irre-
placeable.” Maybe his policies will even move to the left, to 
the left in his second term. –Georgie Morvis

2. “Marchin’ On” 
One Republic
“There’s so many wars we fought /” (Out of Iraq, anyone?) 
“There’s so many things we’re not /” (Republicans) “But 
with what we have /” (a marvelous president), “I promise 
you that /“ (I am sure Obama has said these words at some 
point) “We’re marching on.” (Exactly) Spoken like a true 
American, Ryan Tedder. And we will continue marching 
with Obama at the helm. –Elena Wandzilak

3. “Without Me” 
Eminem
Guess who’s back, back again? This election cycle hardly 
needs more controversy, but we can still totally picture 
Obama jamming to this Eminem classic in the Oval Office 
today (perhaps with a dramatic mic drop at the end a la 
“Slow Jam the News” with Jimmy Fallon). After all, Barry’s 
back—tell a friend. –Katharine Jaruzelski

4. “Mr. November” 
The National
The National may not have very political music—even this 
song isn’t really in that category—but it has been loud in 
its endorsements of certain policies and people, includ-
ing Obama. He used this song four years ago, and while 
going two-for-two in elections is obviously not unheard of 
(George W. Bush did it, for crying out loud), it’s definitely 
enough to make him “Mr. November.” –Trevor Leuzinger

5. “One More Time” 
Daft Punk
Daft Punk may be a French group, but this catchy tune is 
perfect for the President to dance to as he celebrates being 
elected another time. His “One More Time” might be an-
other four years, but maybe this time he’ll get more done. 
Gitmo’s still open, y’all. –Georgie Morvis

2. “Hello” 
from “Book of Mormon”
Say hello to our first Mormon president, everybody! Sure, his 
religion hasn’t been an issue during the election (which is a 
good thing), but it’s still a first for the country. What better way 
to honor the new president than with the first song from the 
Broadway musical about his religion. So, put this at the top of 
your Romney playlist and say hello. –Trevor Leuzinger

5. “Champion” 
Kanye West
After a hard-fought campaign, one person has emerged as 
champion: Willard Mitt Romney. This song is an upbeat rap 
song bragging about victory that doesn’t sound too arrogant. 
Plus, it’s really fun to imagine Romney listening to rap. How do 
you think he pronounces Kanye West? Probably incorrectly. 
–Georgie Morvis

1. “I Am Not a Robot” 
Marina and the Diamonds
Congrats on the victory. Despite attempts on all fronts to try 
and turn you into an emotionless alien-robot who has no basic 
knowledge of human interaction and humor, you are now the 
president of the greatest country on Earth. This can be your 
new mantra. Shout “I am not a robot” with pride, Mittens.
–Georgie Morvis

3. “Time Warp” 
from “The Rocky Horror Picture Show”
Some of Romney’s opponents have said that electing him 
would take the U.S. back in time. Well, sounds like a “Time 
Warp!” The classic from “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” is 
lots of fun to sing along with but still has that seedy underbelly 
liberals will love when playing this playlist. As a bonus, Meat 
Loaf, who plays Eddie in the movie, endorsed Romney at an 
event in Ohio during the campaign. –Trevor Leuzinger

4. “Party at a Rich Dude’s House” 
Ke$ha
Regardless of your political beliefs, there’s no denying that Mitt 
Romney is quite the rich dude, and after winning the presi-
dential election, you better believe that he is going to throw 
one hell of a party. So with a little inspiration from everyone’s 
favorite sleazy celebrity, we’re pretty confident that “Party At A 
Rich Dude’s House” will be on the playlist. So put on your best 
conservative-meets-hot-mess outfit and head to his house 
in Massachusetts…or New Hampshire…or San Diego for one 
crazy party with the new President-elect. –Caroline Gutbezahl

1. Irreplaceable
Beyoncé
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After falling into a four-
way tie atop the University 
Athletic Association, the 
Bears became one of five 
teams in the conference to 
make the field of 62. Their 
first-weekend draw, though, is 
a fairly formidable one.

They’ll travel to Dubuque, 
Iowa, home of fourth-ranked 
Loras College, for their first 
round match-up with North 
Park University. The Vikings 
finished the regular season at 
12-2-5 but haven’t lost (outside 

of penalty kicks) since Sept. 
7. They’ve been impressive 
offensively, scoring at least 
two goals in 10 of their last 
12 games, and they’ve tied 
Wheaton College twice this 
year. (Wheaton handed the 
Bears their first loss of the 
season in a 3-0 defeat back 
on Sept. 21.) Wash. U. and 
North Park have only played 
each other once before, a 2-1 
Wash. U. win back in 1998.

Should they beat the 
Vikings, the Bears would 

move on to the second 
round, where their likely 
foe, Loras, is a familiar one. 
The two teams squared off  
in the second round of the 
2010 tournament, when the 
Duhawks tied the game 1-1 
with 38 seconds remaining in 
regulation before winning in 
penalty kicks. They’ve played 
twice since then—including 
on Sept. 7 of this season—
with both matches ending in 
a scoreless tie. Loras seemed 
to control the majority of the 
play in this season’s matchup, 
but the Bears, should they 
face Loras, would have two 
players available that they 
didn’t back in September: 
senior Zac Query and junior 
Jeremy Kirkwood, both of  
whom were on that team 
that lost in 2010. The revenge 
factor may be there as well. 
Regardless, any team trying 

to leave Iowa with champion-
ship hopes still intact faces a 
tall order: the Duhawks are 
19-1-1 this season, including 
a perfect 13-0 at home. 
–Kurt Rohrbeck
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SPORTS
Playoffs?! Playoffs! 

A guide to the postseason’s first weekend
We have officially reached 

the most exciting point of the 
fall athletic season, at which 
every weekend could be your 
last: the playoffs.

Three different Washington 
University athletic teams—
volleyball, women’s soccer 
and cross-country—were all 
either officially or unoffi-
cially guaranteed spots in 

the NCAA postseason, and 
the men’s soccer team joined 
them on Monday morning 
when it was announced that 
they had clinched an at-large 
bid. All four teams will begin 
competition this weekend, all 
in different locations across 
the Midwest.

Let’s break down the 
first weekend for all four 
teams and take a look 
at potential opponents. 

With only one other team 
ranked in the national top 
seven placed in their half  of  
the bracket, the third-ranked 
Bears have been gifted a 
fortunate draw. But after 
last season’s surprising loss 
to Carthage College in the 
regional final, Wash. U. can-
not afford to look ahead to 

the second weekend and take 
any opponent lightly.

The team’s first-round 
match-up pairs it with the 
College of Mount St. Joseph, 
which enters the postseason 
with a middling .500 record 
at 14-14. The Lions are cur-
rently on a hot streak with 
a 7-3 record in their last 10 

games and three-set con-
secutive victories in their 
conference tournament. 
Against common opponents, 
though, Mount St. Joseph 
went 0-5 this year whereas 
the Bears won all five such 
matches.

If  they best the Lions, 
Wash. U.’s second-round 

opponent will be either 
Benedictine University (30-
4) or No. 15 University of  
Chicago (28-10). Chicago 
defeated Benedictine in four 
sets in September and, if  this 
result repeats, would battle 
Wash. U. for the third time 
this season. The conference 
rivals split the first two—the 

Maroons winning in five and 
the Red and Green return-
ing the favor with a four-set 
win in the conference semi-
finals—and a rubber match 
would surely be competitive.

The team awaiting in the 
regional final, if  the Bears 
were to make  it that far, 
would most likely be Thomas 

More College (26-5), which 
enters the tournament riding a 
23-1 streak, or No. 9 Elmhurst 
College (24-9). Wash. U. beat 
Elmhurst in four sets at home 
in September, though the 
Bluejays were the first team to 
take a set off  of the Red and 
Green this season. 
–Zach Kram

Elmhurst, 
Illinois. (Host: 

Elmhurst 
College) 

Friday: Wash. U. 
vs. Mount. St. 

Joseph
3 p.m.

Saturday (if 
W): Wash. U. 

vs. Chicago or 
Benedictine
 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday (if 
W): Regional 

Championship 
Match, 4 p.m.

Saturday: Wash. U. vs. Transylvania, 
11 a.m. 

Sunday (if W): Wash. U. vs. Thomas 
More or Augustana, 1:30 p.m. 

ERIC CHALIFOUR | STUDENT LIFE
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Volleyball

Women’s Soccer

Cross-country: Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
(Host: University of Wisconsin-

Oshkosh) 
Saturday: NCAA Midwest Regional

11 a.m.

Cross-country

Both the men’s and 
women’s cross coun-
try teams head into 
Saturday’s NCAA 
Midwest Regional in 
Oshkosh, Wis. ranked 
No. 4 in the region. Only 
the top two teams in each 
race are guaranteed a 
spot at next weekend’s 
national championship 
meet in Terre Haute, Ind., 
and the next three are eli-
gible for at-large berths. 

Because 32 teams are 
invited to nationals, a top-
five finish should advance 
the men’s team, which is 
ranked No. 9 nationally. 
At No. 31 overall, the 
women’s team finds itself  
in a more precarious posi-
tion. Failing to place at 
least fourth could spell 
the end for the defending 
Division III champions. 
–Alex Leichenger

The third-ranked Bears 
are on fire entering the 
NCAA tournament, hav-
ing won seven in a row, but 
their first and second-round 
matchups are no cupcakes. 
Transylvania University, 
Wash. U.’s opponent 
Saturday morning, comes 
in with an 11-5-3 record, 
and it is riding a wave of  

momentum after knock-
ing off  Hanover College 
and Earlham College, both 
in penalty kicks, to win 
the Heartland Conference 
tournament and earn the 
conference’s automatic bid. 
The Red and Green came 
away with a 2-1 victory in the 
teams’ only previous meeting 
in 2007.

Should the Bears defeat 
Transylvania, they will face 
the winner of  Saturday 
afternoon’s game between 
No. 18 Augustana College 
and Thomas More College. 
Augustana is 16-4 this season 
and was the regular season 
champion of  the College 
Conference of  Illinois and 
Wisconsin. Despite falling 

2-0 to Wash. U.’s soccer nem-
esis Wheaton College in 
the conference tournament 
championship, Augustana 
is poised to advance past the 
first round for the first time 
since 2009. In the one previ-
ous meeting between the two 
teams, the Bears crushed the 
Vikings 10-1, though that 
game was in 1996.

Thomas More may be 
unranked, but it posted a 
19-1-1 record in the regu-
lar season and is looking 
to show that it deserves 
to be in the tournament. 
The Saints defeated Grove 
City College on penalty 
kicks to win the Presidents’ 
Athletic Conference and 
earn an automatic bid to the 

tournament. Thomas More 
has yet to win a game in the 
tournament or against Wash. 
U. in its history as the Bears 
defeated the Saints 2-0 in 
the first round of  the NCAA 
tournament last season. 
Junior Lauren Steimle and 
sophomore Lillie Toaspern 
each scored in the game.
-Sahil Patel

SPORTS STAFF

HOME

Dubuque, Iowa (Host: Loras College) 
Saturday: Wash. U. vs. North Park

Noon 
Sunday (if W): Wash. U. vs. Loras or St. 

Scholastica, 2:30 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

Junior Jeremy Kirkwood con-
trols the ball in the box against 
the University of Chicago Nov. 
3. Kirkwood will lead the Bears 
to Dubuque, Iowa in the first 
round.

Junior Emily Tulloch spikes the ball over the net for a kill against Juniata College on Oct. 26. Tulloch and the Bears will travel to Elmhurst, Ill. for the regionals of the 
NCAA championships.

Sophomore Anna Zambricki cuts back on the left flank against the University of Chicago on Nov. 3. Zambricki  was the women’s 
soccer team’s leading scorer this season, with 12 goals and four assists.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE
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FREAKY FAST
DELIVERY!
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FRESH.
FAST.
TASTY.

Senior Kenji Kobayashi, 
a midfielder and captain 
of  the men’s soccer team, 
suffered a season-ending 
concussion in practice 
before the Bears began offi-
cial play for the year. Since 
that time, Kobayashi has 
needed to alter his plans 
for his senior year both on 
and off  the field. As the 
soccer team looks ahead to 
postseason play beginning 
this weekend, Student Life 
sat down with Kobayashi 
to talk about his injury and 
how the men’s soccer team 
has responded to a series of  
injuries to some of  its key 
players. 

Student Life: How did the 
injury happen?
Kenji Kobayashi: I don’t 
actually remember an hour 
before and three hours 
after. I was told that I went 
towards a ball and some-
body came from my blind 
side and hit me on the tem-
ple. Apparently I got up and 
kept playing, and then I just 
kind of  sort of  stammered 
off  the field and didn’t have 
any knowledge of  where 
I was at.  They took me 
down to the training room 
and I got evaluated there…
I remember kind of  coming 
into the training room and I 
was just very, I guess, kind 
of  anxious in general. [I] 
didn’t really know what was 
going on, where I was at. 
I felt like I was spacing in 
and out a lot, and then they 
called my parents and they 
kind of  took care of  me for 
the night. 

SL: We hear a lot about pro 
athletes and soldiers who 
suffer concussions, but what 
is it like for a 21-year-old 
college student to suffer a 
concussion?
KK: It’s a pretty debilitat-
ing injury. I guess if  you’re 
a pro athlete and you get a 
concussion, you’re getting 
paid to recover and it’s fine. 
It was hard because it made 
me put my life on hold for 

a little bit; it was something 
I had to get used to. Every 
day you didn’t feel like a 
normal person because you 
get headaches, feel nau-
seous, you have to just do 
absolutely nothing in order 
to feel okay. 

SL: In the time that you 
have been recovering, what’s 
a normal day like?
KK: Some of  the medi-
cine that they have me on 
makes me sleep literally all 
day—it’s not rare for me 
to sleep until one or two 
in the afternoon. Towards 
the beginning of  all of  it, I 
would just kind of  lay in bed 
and watch TV. The perfect 
patient, the doctor would 
say, needed to not get out of  
my bed, not read, not look 
at the computer screen, not 
watch TV, but that’s literally 
impossible. 

SL: You said you had to 
“put your life on hold” for a 
while; what exactly do you 
mean by that?
KK: I took a medical leave 
of  absence from school—
I’m not actually a student 
at Wash. U. right now. I had 
to withdraw all my medical 
school applications because 
I wouldn’t be finished in 
time to graduate in the 
spring. Besides putting off  
the medical school thing 
and having to come back 
in the fall, I’ve just kind of  
been almost like an extra 
set of  eyes at practice and 
in games, helping out with 
recruiting and just trying to 
get the team ready for next 
year because I’m going to 
be coming back and playing 
next year, as long as every-
thing turns out alright. 

SL: Do you think you had 
misconceptions about con-
cussions before you had 
one? Will you change any of  
your playing habits now?
KK: Yes. I just never real-
ized that it could be like this 
for me. You hear the stories 
about the big hockey play-
ers and football players that 
are out for eight, 10 months. 
You just never really think 

that those things will happen 
to you. It has made me more 
conscious of  the fact that 
brain injuries are just terrify-
ing. When I’ve talked to Joe 
[men’s soccer head coach 
Joe Clarke] about coming 
[back] to play, he’s very con-
servative about these things 
and has talked about putting 
myself  in positions where 
I’m not going to have to use 
my head as much to play 
and play it safe as far as all 
of  that goes. 

SL: Now let’s talk about 
soccer—What was this team 
like at the start of  the season 
and how has it changed?
KK: Coming into the year 
we had a very strong group 
of  upperclassmen and 
starting players that were 
intended to contribute and 
get the team started. When 
myself  and Zac Query and 
[Jeremy] Kirkwood had 
their injuries, it was a little 
bit of  panic on our side. 
We didn’t show it openly to 
the team, but everybody’s 
thinking, “Here’s three of  
our starters that were sup-
posed to be a big part of  
the team.”…Joe kept us 
very calm and even-headed 
about it, which helped us. 
He’s been in it so long that 
he understands when key 
players drop out, we fill 
the spots, and we make do. 
And it’s obviously turned 
out well because we still 
have a chance to make the 
tournament. When all these 
injuries happened, I don’t 
know if  anyone expected us 
to turn the season around 
like this…it’s a testament to 
the strength of  the team that 
we’re able to pull through 
these types of  difficulties 
and really build a strong 
team. 

SL: You and your co-cap-
tains for the season, Brian 
Wright and Zac Query, have 
been playing together for 
three years now. What do 
you want your legacy to be 
as a group? Is it different for 
you now that you are out 
with an injury?
KK: Obviously me, Zac and 

Brian were expected to put 
up some decent numbers 
this year as far as playing 
time, making more of  an 
effect on the offensive side...
But I guess what we most 
want is just to keep the 
team morale and just the 
traditions of  the team and 
all of  the little things—the 
locker room environment 
and the environment on the 
bench—just really positive 
and familial. Just keep the 
team close and a great group 
of  friends. Because now 
upperclassmen come back 
from graduating classes, and 
we’re such good friends with 
them that we want to keep 
that general environment of  
togetherness a part of  the 
program.  

SL: Since you can’t be 
on the field, what are 
the biggest ways you can 
contribute?
KK: Like I said before, just 
have an extra set of  eyes. I 
feel like I understand what 
Joe tries to do [after] play-
ing for him for three, almost 
four years now. It almost 
kind of  helps myself  being 
able to go up to players and 
understanding their point 
of  view and being able to 
kind of  help them out and 
push the team that way. 
Being there, I still go to all 

the practices and games; I 
think that the team has been 
extremely supportive of  me, 
and I think that my being 
there has helped.  We all 
know that we’re all fighting 
for each other, whether I can 
be on the field or not. That 
extra support and dedica-
tion to the team just kind of  
pushes everybody to a new 
level. 

SL: The team has really 
turned things around since 
these injuries. How has it 
felt to see things pick up in a 
good way?
KK: It’s absolutely amaz-
ing—the excitement 
behind the games never 
has changed. We haven’t 
dropped expectations in 
terms for wanting to come 
out of  games with the win. 
Just seeing the younger 

players get all the [playing] 
time and watching them 
develop is really exciting, 
especially looking forward 
with the program. Coming 
back next year with a young 
but experienced team is 
going to be huge. Also 
looking forward to the tour-
nament this year, we hope 
to make a run for it. It’s just 
really exciting to push the 
team for the seniors—this is 
their last season. We want to 
make the best of  it for them 
and for the team as a whole. 

Note: This interview was held 
on Friday, Nov. 2. The men’s 
soccer team tied four other 
members of  the University 
Athletic Association as confer-
ence champions on Saturday, 
Nov. 3, and received a bid to 
the NCAA tournament on 
Monday, Nov. 5. 

Kobayashi discusses concussions, soccer

Senior Kenji Kobayashi (center) poses with his parents, Dale (left) and Laura, during Senior Day festivities at Francis Field on Nov. 3. Kobayashi was honored along with the Washington University men’s 
soccer team’s five other seniors despite not playing all year because of a concussion suffered in practice during the pre-season.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

Senior Kenji Kobayashi clears a ball against Central College on Sept. 3, 2011. Kobayashi was a 
starter on the Bears’ back line last season and was named a team captain to start this year before 
suffering a concussion in practice during the pre-season.

NATHANIEL MARGOLIES | BEARMOMENTS.COM

Senior Kenji Kobayashi acknowledges the crowd during pre-
game introductions on Nov. 3, 2011 against Central College. 
Kobayashi scored six goals in his Washington University career.

NATHANIEL MARGOLIES | BEARMOMENTS.COM

HANNAH LUSTMAN
MANAGING EDITOR
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          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

SCENE
Yesterday’s election results 

may not have been surprising, 
but one thing is clear—they were 
riddled with cookie voter fraud.

As a complement to its politi-
cal counterpart, the on-campus 
cookie election was hosted 
by Washington University 
Dining Services to reflect the 
University’s political leanings 
while also uncovering the com-
plexity behind electoral politics.

The idea for the cookie cam-
paign originated during the 2008 
vice presidential debate between 
Sarah Palin and Joe Biden, which 
was hosted by Wash. U. The tra-
dition has withstood, and for the 
past few weeks, Café Bergson, 
Cherry Tree Café and Whispers 
sold blue donkey-shaped cookies 
alongside red elephants, tracking 
daily the number of  each political 

animal sold on a banner along 
the wall inside Café Bergson. 

Yesterday, the results were 
tallied, and in a landslide vic-
tory, the Democrats beat the 
Republicans by a margin of  679 
donkeys sold to 432 elephants. 

The donkeys may have 
achieved a clear victory, but it 
remains dubious whether voting 
procedures were fair and consis-
tent throughout the campaign. 

“I bought a total of  three 
cookies, and two of  them were 
Democrat blue. But then one 
day I wanted to optimize my 
sales purchase, and the elephant 
looked bigger, so I bought a red 
one,” junior Leslie Liberman 
said of  her ballot-casting. “But I 
figured that my vote still counted 
in the long run because I bought 
two donkeys.”

Although a number of  stu-
dents agreed that the elephant 
appeared to be the bigger bang 

for their buck, Dining Services’ 
Director of  Marketing Jill 
Duncan refutes the claim of  bias.

“I weighed the cookies with 
our pastry chef, and there really 
isn’t much of  a difference, defi-
nitely not enough of  a difference 
to cause much commotion,” 
Duncan said.

Liberman is not the only 
one who may have distorted 
the election results by casting 
multiple cookie ballots. Senior 
Julia Kellman theorized that 
Republicans most likely con-
sumed more cookies per person 
than Democrats. 

“I think there is a skewed 
relationship,” Kellman said of  
the cookie results. “Perhaps 
Republicans are emotional eaters 
because they realize they have a 
worse candidate, and therefore 
they buy more cookies to fill the 
emptiness of  their soul.”

Senior Brittany Cronin agreed 

that the medium of  voting could 
potentially slant the outcome. 

“Well, I mean, personally I 
think more Republicans will 
buy cookies because Democrats 
are really listening to Michelle 
Obama’s anti-obesity cam-
paigns,” Cronin explained. 

Despite its flaws, Duncan 
defended the cookie election 
system.

“I can’t necessarily say it’s 
an accurate representation of  
the students’ political views,” 
Duncan said, “but, I mean, I 
would say it’s definitely an indi-
cator. I would think that if  you 
were going to buy a cookie and 
you had a choice of  donkey or 
elephant that you would probably 
choose whichever party you were 
a part of.”

Although meant to serve as an 
outlet for political expression, 
this saccharine campaign ostra-
cized those who do not identify 

as Democrats or Republicans.
“I just want a Gary Johnson 

cookie, but all we are doing is 
throwing out cookies; we are 
really just reinforcing the two-
party system,” senior Harris 
Engelmann said.

Looking toward next election 
year, perhaps a more bipartisan 
approach should be encouraged 
in the cookie campaign.

“I think they should’ve sold 
purple cookies that said ‘Vote,’” 
Cronin said.

Despite the inaccuracies and 
partisanship embedded in the 
electoral system, the cookie 
campaign was still appreciated 
by some.

“I think it’s kind of  exciting 
during election time,” junior 
Rebecca Raftery said. “Most of  
all, they taste good.”

With additional reporting by 
Fangzhou Xiao and Michael Mayer.

ALANA HAUSER
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Despite one of  the highest rates of  voter turnout in the 2008 presidential election, almost 80 million eligible citizens still abstained from voting. This year, with a number of  citizens 
disheartened by the political process, the candidates emphasized the importance of  voting more than ever. However, as millions of  people flocked to voting locations across the country, a 
number of  Wash. U. students left their ballots unclaimed. Check out why a few of  these students avoided the polling booths on Nov. 6 below:

KASTYN MATHENY | STUDENT LIFE

Cookie campaign’s con artists
Dining Services sold blue donkey cookies alongside red elephant cookies through Nov. 6 to track the political leanings of Wash. U. students. In a landslide victory, the donkey cookies won with 679 sold 
compared to only 432 elephants sold.

Bare Ballots: Why students chose not to vote

EMILY SYBRANT | STUDENT LIFE

Well, I think that if  I had 
voted for either Romney or 
Obama, it would have been 
kind of…what’s the word 
I’m looking for…kind of  
pointless in a sense that I 
was choosing one over the 
other, but I didn’t like either 
of  them. It’s like picking the 
lesser of  two evils. 

- Junior Brandon Maddy

I think that just as much 
as every vote counts, every 
absent vote counts, and not 
voting is really the only way 
you can let the politicians 
know that you don’t like 
them. I believe that whether 
or not I vote I am going 
to have very little impact 
regardless.

-Senior Jake Knanishu

I decided not to vote because I 
am undecided about who I’d vote 
for. So I guess my feeling was 
that it’s important to do some-
thing with political repercussions 
and I should do something with 
conviction and that since I don’t 
really have a strong opinion 
either way, I should let the people 
that do have strong opinions 
either way make the decisions.

-Junior Madeline Enright

I hadn’t watched any of  the 
debates or followed anything 
that was going on, and I 
didn’t feel like I was really 
informed and then I was kind 
of  planning on it and then I 
got kind of  busy and I forgot 
to go get an absentee ballot 
for home and so it never really 
happened. It wasn’t really one 
of  my top priorities. 

- Junior Alisa Li
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ACROSS
1 That-funny link
6 Assistance
9 Tread heavily

14 Name in
cosmetics

15 Droid, e.g.
16 Sine or secant
17 “All Summer

Long” singers
19 Name of two

presidents
20 Foot the bill for
21 Egyptian

underworld
boss?

22 Ibsen classic
24 Steep-sided

valley
28 Available without

an Rx
29 Electron home
30 Paraphernalia
33 Tough watchdog
38 Early

Shakespearean
tragedy

41 Process start
42 Not e’en once
43 “Sure!”
44 Wire service

abbr.
46 Fairlady

automaker
48 New England

order
54 Imposed
55 Bothersome type
60 Visibly stunned
61 Wire fasteners,

and a hint to this
puzzle’s circled
letters

62 Indian yogurt dip
63 Rhyming boxer
64 Tag line?
65 __ & Bacon:

textbook
publisher

66 Favorite
67 “Fun, Fun, Fun”

ride for the 17-
Across

DOWN
1 Friday on the air
2 On a steamer,

say
3 Getz of jazz
4 Get romantic, in a

way

5 Imam Khomeini
International
Airport locale

6 Speed skater __
Anton Ohno

7 Pastoral poem
8 Marx’s “__

Kapital”
9 Oscar’s place

10 Fireside chat
medium

11 Hokkaido seaport
12 Actress Rogers et

al.
13 Western party
18 Barrio food store
21 München-to-

Wien heading
23 “The Maltese

Falcon” actor
24 Stinkers
25 Working away
26 Swing __
27 “Hand me a bat!”
31 Film composer

Morricone
32 Country Time

suffix
34 Tartan

wraparound
35 Works on a cake
36 “Fantasia” hippo’s

wear

37 Professional org.
39 Kitchen utensil
40 Tough row to

hoe
45 High deg.
47 Hot-blooded
48 One of

California’s
Santas

49 Sanctioned
50 Prove useful
51 Teary-eyed

52 Pequod sinker
53 Payment option
56 Short range
57 Credit card name

with a red arc
over it

58 One who gets
what’s coming

59 Business sign
abbr.

61 Uniform item,
perhaps
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HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

topic:  Phobias
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HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. The 
correct solution will 
spell the complete 
phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters 
as needed to complete the spelling 
path in order. Each letter will appear 
only once in the grid. 

© 2012 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com
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In the fashion world, “conser-
vative” means high collars and 
knee-length skirts or perhaps a 
bit of  lace paired with a mono-
chromatic outfit. During election 
season, though, “conservative” 
takes on a new meaning—it is 
how you are voting, your ideology 
and, by association, your state 
of  mind. As Ann Romney and 
Michelle Obama strut their styles 
along the campaign trail, I got to 
thinking, “What is fashion but a 
reflection of  your own state of  
mind?” There’s a reason why you 
choose to button up for cocktail 
parties and button down for bars 
or pull on a comfy sweater for 
late-night studying at the library. 
The thought is radical, but per-
haps fashionistas are swayed by 
similar motives as were Tuesday’s 
voters: geography, class, mood 
and popular culture. To what 
degree do our ideology and the 
way we vote reflect our personal 
style?

Realistically, everything is not 
so red and blue. The members 
of  the Republican Party are not 
all clad in boxy, dated suits, and 
Democrats don’t generally don 
youthful clothing with hippie 
flowers in their hair. However, 
during campaign season, these 
stereotypes are not as far-fetched 
as they may seem. Audience 
members and political celebrities 
at the Democratic and Republican 
conventions worked their ste-
reotypes, using their image to 
emphasize further their politi-
cal ideology. At the Republican 
National Convention, delegates 
flaunted their national pride with 
sequins, patriotic accessories 
and elephant pins and jewelry, 
proudly bearing the jewels and 

bright colors of  their conserva-
tive creed. Most of  the speakers, 
Condoleezza Rice included, 
remained neutral in their grey and 
black-suited palettes. They worked 
the older and traditional audience 
in their conservative clothing, 
with Chanel tweed and pinstripes 
of  the past. The attendees of  the 
Democratic National Convention 
were not necessarily in donkey 
gear, but Charlotte, N.C., housed 
the clothing of  a younger genera-
tion, suited-up celebrities and a 
suited-down cross-dresser in a 
rainbow sash.

As representations of  their 
respective parties, the potential 
first ladies most often dress to 
impress. As public figures, each 
of  their ensembles is costume-like 
in precision. Their clothes are 
modern, approachable takes on 
each of  their own personal styles, 
which elevates them to the stage 
of  a political figure. This level of  
style takes “Who Wore It Best?” 
to a whole new level. So who wore 
it best? The pinks at the second 
presidential debate were purpose-
fully neutral and eerily similar.  
Obama’s short suit exuded the 
authority of  her current role as 
first lady; her cropped jacket 
maintained the modern take that 
generally accompanies her for-
the-people style. Recent criticisms 
against the Romneys’ social status 
could have been the motive behind 
Ann Romney’s more playful 
choice. With a turquoise necklace 
against a pink dress, Romney con-
trasted brights in a friendly and 
welcoming manner. 

Ann Romney’s red at the 
Republican National Convention 
was tasteful yet blatant; she 
promoted her husband’s cause in 
the color of  his party and a high-
collared conservative dress—a 

clear reflection of  Mitt Romney’s 
gendered values. Sartorially, she is 
a “modern conservative,” shying 
away from the boxy suits of  ghosts 
of  first ladies past. However, she 
remains nearly a decade older 
than her Democratic counterpart 
as does the audience to which she 
is appealing. With this in mind, 
we forgive her for donning the 
occasional blue pantsuit while 
attending campaign events. 

Michelle Obama’s style is no 
new topic for the fashion reader; 
her preppy-chic White House 
wear has been featured in the 
pages of  many a well-respected 
fashion magazine. She speaks 
to her Democratic loyalty not 
through the colors of  her clothing 
but rather through the designers 
she wears, which are generally of  
the All-American genre. Perhaps 
more significantly, her style 
exudes the accessibility that her 
husband promotes. She flaunts 
everyday-wear designers like J. 
Crew and Ann Taylor, creat-
ing a significant contrast to Ann 
Romney’s often-flashy Oscar de la 
Renta dresses. 

Historically, it is contestable 
that style plays a significant role 
in voters’ minds. It was John F. 
Kennedy’s suave appearance over 
Nixon’s in the U.S.’s first televised 
debate that won the American 
people over and his oval-shaped-
sunglasses-clad wife that kept him 
in their hearts. And while perhaps 
our concrete ideological beliefs 
were at the forefront of  our minds 
yesterday, we style-minded indi-
viduals couldn’t help but ponder 
the role of  fashion in this cam-
paign madness. And of  course, we 
couldn’t help anticipate the next 
sartorial moves of  our coun-
try’s future first lady—Michelle 
Obama. 

The ideology of fashion
REILLEY DABBS
FASHION COLUMNIST

C.W. GRIFFIN/MIAMI HERALD/MCT
Michelle Obama speaks to the public in a modern, preppy-chic attire. 



MICHAEL TABB | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF | EDITOR@STUDLIFE.COM10 STUDENT LIFE WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2012

Hungry students filled 
College Hall last night 
for 2012’s post-poll party.  
The party, co-sponsored by 
Congress of  the South 40 and 
Student Union, opened with a 

panel of  three students speaking 
about the significance voting had 
to them.

“My hope is that we can use 
this time to reflect together 
about [voting],” senior Peter 
Birke, executive director of  the 
Washington University Political 
Review, said.

Students, Birke explained, 
should not vote because they 
hope to impact the election with 
their vote alone. Rather, he said, 
they should vote because of  the 
mindset that informed voting 
cultivates. 

However, despite the high stu-
dent turnout, interest in the panel 

seemed low, with many side con-
versations occurring during the 
presentations.

“I came here because I heard 
there was going to be food,” 
senior Andrew Kabue said. 

Kabue and other students 
also expressed the opinion that 
the party might have run more 

smoothly if  dinner had been 
served at the beginning of  the 
night while election results and 
projections were being displayed 
on the television. Accordingly, 
interest grew at the second 
half  of  the party, held in Tisch 
Commons, where students min-
gled and watched election results.

Post-poll party offers food, sense of community

MANVITHA MARNI
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

COLE BISHOP | STUDENT LIFE
Students gather in the Danforth University Center to watch election results come in. 

SNAPSHOTS OF DEMOCRACY: A PHOTOGRAPHIC ODYSSEY

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE
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KASTYN MATHENY | STUDENT LIFE
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