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They’re back! 
Check out our 
concert preview. 
(Cadenza, pg 6)
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LADY K’ABEL
Discoveries in the 
tomb of an ancient
Mayan queen 
(Scene, pg 10)
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Is just having
a good time
(Sports, pg 8)
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Pictures of  cats with ban-
ners declaring, “I am not lab 
equipment” and “On humans, 
it’s torture. On animals, it’s 
research?” dotted the cor-
ner of  Skinker Boulevard and 
Forest Park Parkway in small 
protest against Washington 
University’s use of  live cats in a 
medical school course.

 The class, offered as part of  
the Pediatric Advanced Life 
Support (PALS) program, uses 
anesthetized cats to allow stu-
dents to learn how to perform 
infant intubation—a proce-
dure in which a flexible plastic 
tube is placed into an infant’s 
trachea to maintain an open air-
way or administer drugs.

Activists argued that the pro-
gram constitutes torture of  the 
cats and said the University 
should instead use mannequin 
simulation labs like most other 
programs across the country.

The activists were assembled 
for a conference titled “Free 
the Animals—Effective Action 
Against Vivisection.” Their 
overall message, however, is 

part of  a larger campaign by 
PETA, which created many 
of  the group’s banners and the 
materials they were handing 
out.

 “There are lots of  non-
animal research method 
alternatives specifically in 
PALS training,” said Alex 
Graff  of  the St. Louis Vegans. 
“[Washington University] has 
access to a state-of-the-art pedi-
atric simulation lab.” 

 Their arguments centered 
on the fact that the American 
Heart Association (AHA) no 
longer endorses the use of  cats 
in the lab. Additionally, many 
of  the top medical schools no 
longer use cats in their labs.

But Dr. Robert Kennedy, 
medical director of  the PALS 
program, said that mannequins 
are generally used not because 
they are better, but because they 
are cheaper.

“The vast majority of  pro-
grams cannot afford the lab 
costs and do not have the 
resources required to conduct 
the lab or to maintain a colony 
of  cats or ferrets,” Kennedy 
said. “[That is] in addition 
to recognition that some 

participants will not wish to 
participate in such a lab.”

He emphasized the impor-
tance of  effective training, as 
intubation can be a life-or-death 
procedure.

“Everybody struggles with 
intubating infants successfully. 
It’s a difficult skill and it’s not 
something [doctors and EMTs] 
get to do every day,” Kennedy 
said. “Nationally, we’re finding 

we are not as good as we think 
we are.”

Assistant Vice Chancellor 
for Medical Public Affairs Joni 

Mock Trial may not have a 
Student Union budget this semes-
ter, but that didn’t keep it from 
landing an allocation of  more than 
$480 per student to attend a con-
ference in the spring.

SU Treasury funded the group 
$2,900 in a 16-2 vote to send six 
people to the world-class UCLA 
tournament, despite the group’s 
lack of  a budget this semester and 
only-recent approval as a student 
group.

In previous years, Mock Trial 
received funding directly from 
Washington University but was 
recently designated a student 
group under Student Union.

“There is less in our budget than 
there normally would be, so some 
of  those costs have shifted to this 
appeal,” junior Nicolas Dumas, 
Mock Trial Vice President of  
Finance, said.

Jake Lichtenfeld, junior 
and Student Group Activities 
Committee chair, commended 
the group for flying to a less con-
venient airport and staying in an 
inexpensive hotel close to UCLA’s 
campus so Mock Trial members 
could walk to the tournament each 
day.

“They went to the initiative 
to save costs where they could, 
so I think they’ve proven that 
they should get this funding,” 
Lichtenfeld said.

Rebecca Gosch, senior and 
Mock Trial President, emphasized 
the strength of  the UCLA com-
petition in addition to the ideal 

timing.
“By competing with such strong 

teams when we’re getting ready for 
the post-season, that will help our 
team get stronger,” Gosch said.

 Although Mock Trial is mostly 
funded through donations from 
St. Louis law firms and from host-
ing a tournament, Jacob Walker, 
senior and Budget Committee 
chair, expressed concern about 
how many competitions Mock 
Trial will be funded to attend.

 “I’m concerned about the num-
ber of  competitions the group 
is going to for only 20 people,” 
Walker said.

 Greg Porter, junior and trea-
sury representative, said that the 
group earned its ability to attend 
more competitions.

 “The group goes to more con-
ferences and competitions than 
other groups do and [doesn’t] 
always ask for SU funding. I don’t 
know how they get the money, but 
I commend them for not just com-
ing to us,” Porter said.

Some concern erupted in 
Treasury about whether the 
coach’s trip should be funded or 
not, which would have brought the 
cost up to $3,200 for six students 
and one coach.

Ultimately, Treasury rejected 
funding for the coach, leading to 
some discontent with the final 
resolution.

“All the sports teams pay for the 
coach to go with them because 
the coach is vital to what the team 
does. In this instance, the coach 
could add value by providing 

Local protesters denounce Med School’s use of cats
RICHARD MATUS
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SU funds Mock Trial huge per-
student cost for UCLA tourney
RICHARD MATUS
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Washington University has sus-
pended the Beta chapter of the 
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity indefi-
nitely as a result of an ongoing 
investigation into University and 
Fraternity policy violations by cam-
pus police.

While the fraternity will not 
lose its house on lower row, it is 
no longer allowed to function as a 
fraternity or student group, which 
prohibits it from holding chapter 
meetings, social functions and new 
member programming. It has also 

lost its spot on the Interfraternity 
Council.

It is the second time the University 
has withdrawn recognition from one 
of its fraternities since July.

The University would not detail 
the reasons behind the suspension 
and several members of the frater-
nity declined to comment. Former 
Sig Ep President, junior Jonathan 
Katz, did not respond to repeated 
requests for comment Wednesday.

Michael Hayes, director of Greek 
Life, said the suspension is unrelated 
to Sigma Alpha Mu losing its char-
ter in July.

“It’s in support of [and] in 

agreement with Sig Ep’s national 
headquarters’ actions until the inves-
tigation is compete,” Jill Carnaghi, 
dean of Campus Life, said.

On July 6, the University with-
drew its recognition of Sigma Alpha 
Mu after the fraternity’s headquar-
ters decided to dissolve the chapter’s 
charter due to hazing and drug 
abuse allegations.

Chief of the Wash. U. Police 
Department Don Strom, 
Coordinator for Greek Housing 
David Wallace, Coordinator of  
Chapter Development Lucy Morlan 
and IFC President Eric Fischer 
declined comment for this story.

WU suspends Sig Ep

MICHAEL TABB
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WEI-YIN KO | STUDENT LIFE

Washington University is indefinitely suspending its recognition of Sigma Phi Epsilon indefinitely, following the unre-
leased findings of an ongoing investigation by the Washington University Police Department. Students will continue to be 
able to occupy the house, but will not be able to function as a fraternity.

SEE TREASURY, PAGE 2

Protesters closed a local animal rights conference by protesting the Wash. U. Medical School’s use of live cats in Pediat-
ric Advanced Life Support classes outside of Green Hall Monday.

MICHAEL TABB | STUDENT LIFE

SEE CATS, PAGE 3
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THURSDAY 1
PARTLY CLOUDY
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FRIDAY 2
PARTLY CLOUDY
59 / 45

SATURDAY 3
SHOWERS
64 / 41

SUNDAY 4
PARTLY CLOUDY
54 / 37theflipside

October 29
Larceny—At 3:12 p.m., a complainant 
reported the theft of an unattended laptop. 
The loss is valued at $1200.  
Disposition: Pending

Drug Violation—At 8:26 p.m., a Hitzeman 
RA reported an odor of marijuana. Officers 
located and contacted the student. 
Disposition: Referred to JA. 

October 30
Larceny—At 3:43 p.m., a complainant 
reported the theft of a locked bike from 
south of Green Hall. The loss is valued at 
$100. 
Disposition: Pending 

THURSDAY 1
Assembly Series/Sustainable Cities 
Conference--Keynote Address
Graham Chapel, 7 p.m.
“350: The Most Important Number in the 
World” by Bill McKibben, enviornmentalist 
and bestselling author. A reception will 
follow at 8:30 p.m. at the Kemper Art 
Museum. Co-sponsored by Public Interest 
Law & Policy Speakers Series. In partnership 
with the Energy and Environmental Law 
Society, Green Action, and Net Impact.

Jazz at Holmes Fall 2012 Concert Series
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8 p.m.
Music of Cannonball Adderley and Nancy 
Wilson. Features saxophonist Bob Nugent 
and vocalist Kim Fuller, accompanied by Kara 
Vandiver, Zeb Briscovich and Miles Vandiver.  
Co-sponsored by University College and the 
Department of Music. 

FRIDAY 2
DUC ‘N’ Donuts
DUC North Entrance, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
On the first Friday of each month classes are 
in session, the Danforth University Center 
offers free doughnuts, coffee and information 
to passers-by on the way to class. This event is 
open to the university community only.

Edison Theatre Ovations Series
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 8 p.m.
“Cyrano de Bergerac” peformed by Aquila 
Theatre Company. Tickets are $36 general 
admission, $32 for seniors, $28 for Wash. U. 
faculty and staff, and $20 for students and 
children. Tickets are available at the Edison 
Box Office and through all MetroTix outlets. 

SATURDAY 3
14th Annual St. Louis Area Dance 
Marathon
Athletic Complex, Field House, 2 p.m. to 2 a.m.
This student-run event culminates year-long 
fundraising efforts for Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals of Greater St. Louis. 

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“It’s a shame that 
the Maya are subject 
to this kind of 
misrepresentation, but 
they are the civilization 
of the moment and 
so it is inevitable that 
charlatans will be 
attracted to them the 
way they have in the 
past been attracted to 
Atlantis or to the ancient 
Egyptians.”
–Professor David Freidel
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feedback,” Porter said.
At the same meeting, Overflow, an 

inter-denominational Christian stu-
dent organization, was unanimously 
approved for $1500 to cover part of  the 
registration and lodging costs for 10 
members to attend a retreat over win-
ter break. The group has attended the 
retreat for the last four years.

“We find a lot of  the progress we 
make every year is when many of  the 
students are coming together and get-
ting together to share new ideas…
having talked to people that go to the 
conference, that seems to be what they 
take away,” Daniel Pasque, senior and 
Overflow president, said.

Beyond funding appeals, the Student 
Group Activities Committee also 
approved the Red Cross Club for 
Category Two funding, citing low costs 
and the belief  that the group consistently 
promotes positive goals on campus.

With little debate, Treasury also 
passed two amendments to its constitu-
tion. One fixes a grammatical error, in 
which a random number appears in the 
middle of  a sentence. The other amend-
ment is to ensure that block-funding 
groups can appear on the fall ballot. The 
current wording suggests they may only 
be in the spring election, while the pro-
posed new wording changes it to once 
per academic year.

TREASURY FROM PAGE 1

The Sigma Phi Epsilon house, located on the western end of lower row, will continue to 
house fraternity members no longer permitted to partake in fraternity activities, following the 
disciplinary actions of their national headquarters and Washington University.

WEI-YIN KO | STUDENT LIFE
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Esquire Editor Nic Screws will lead a  
conversation on mastering the first impression  

and dressing for success. Get a leg up  
on your competition by looking the part.  

 

When: 
Saturday, November 3 from 2:00 - 4:00PM

Where: 
BOSS Men’s Shop at Neiman Marcus 

100 Plaza Frontenac
St. Louis, MO 63131

Please RSVP
314.994.5053

rsvpstlouis@neimanmarcus.com 

 
Receive a special offer on a men’s BOSS suit, shirt, and tie 
from Neiman Marcus in St. Louis, MO when you attend.* 

*Limit one per attendee.  Certain restrictions apply.  See offer card for details. 

You are invited to an
Interview Wardrobing Event 

Neiman Marcus

HB0000 College Suiting Wash U.indd   1 9/27/12   1:28 PM
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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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Staff editorials reflect the consensus of our 
editorial board. The editorial board operates 
independently of our newsroom and includes 
members of the senior staff and forum section 
editors.
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T
his Tuesday, Student 
Union Treasury 
unveiled a proposal 
to revamp the process 

by which student competition 
groups appeal for funding.  
Under the proposal, groups 
would appeal to a Competition 
Committee in the spring that 
would then decide which, if  
any, requests it wanted to fund. 
The Competition Committee 
would then submit the total 
cost of  funding each approved 
group to the Budget Committee 
and Student Group Activities 
Committee, which would vote 
either to approve or reject the 
package in its entirety.  While 
separate funding for competi-
tion groups is a step in the right 
direction, this new plan repre-
sents an incomplete solution. 
Given that competition groups 
are handed such large funds, 
at least in part, because they 
bring prestige to the school—
and also given the fundamental 
difference between funding a 
competition group and other 
clubs—the University should at 

least partly fund these groups 
directly.

Because SU funds not only 
individual groups but also 
events such as W.I.L.D. and 
major speaker appearances, 
Treasury’s job is to weigh the 
costs and benefits of  its many 
funding options. All are impor-
tant but bring different value 
to the student body.  Student 
Union draws its funds from the 
student activities fee —$425 
per year—and in general, SU 
Treasury tries to fund events an 
absolute maximum of  $425 per 
projected attendee. 

Most events don’t even 
approach this limit. Thousands 
of  students attend W.I.L.D. 
each semester, and the per-
attending-student cost for each 
performance is well below $100. 
But competition groups often 
have to travel to other loca-
tions and thus incur per-student 
costs that are far higher than 
those of  the standard student 
group; therefore, these groups 
require special consideration.  
In some cases, appeals made by 

competition groups even exceed 
the $425 activities fee per 
member.  But as with any other 
appeal, SU must consider where 
else that money could be going.

It isn’t fair to put a mock trial 
tournament in direct competi-
tion with a campus speaker 
who might have the potential 
to bring hundreds of  students 
together for an afternoon. The 
per-student costs are vastly 
different, and putting them 
head-to-head encourages unjust 
comparisons that ultimately 
serve no one. For that reason, 
funding conferences outside of  
the general appeals process is 
a positive step that likely will 
benefit competition groups in 
the long run.

But ultimately, it’s a band-aid 
solution to the larger problem 
that these groups warrant more 
in per-student allocations than 
most groups.  Though given 
that SU’s priority is support-
ing Wash. U.’s student body 
as a whole, it can be difficult 
to argue in favor of  funding 
competition groups at the rate 

that is necessary for them to be 
competitive at a high level when 
large events appeal to a greater 
number of  students. 

Of  course, that doesn’t mean 
that competition groups should 
not be funded. But we should 
realize that building a pres-
tigious competition program 
requires resources beyond those 
of  a student government in 
charge of  funding hundreds of  
other student groups and major 
campus events. If  we want our 
competition groups to actually 
make names for themselves, 
they need to go to a large num-
ber of  conferences and other 
events and, in some cases, host 
conferences themselves; Model 
United Nations, for example, 
hosts a conference for high 
school students. Such confer-
ences attract potential Wash. 
U. undergraduates who want to 
continue their participation in 
college. But doing these things 
certainly isn’t free.

It makes sense for the 
University, as the benefited 
party, to fund the groups. Any 

profits from the hosted confer-
ences could be used to defray 
the costs or, if  a surplus were 
achieved, put toward improv-
ing future events. And having 
the University fund competition 
groups is hardly unprecedented; 
Arts & Sciences actually used to 
fund Mock Trial.

The process by which com-
petition groups are funded 
needs to be reformed, and 
creating a separate competition 
appeals committee is a step in 
the right direction. However, 
the University should con-
sider funding them directly, at 
least in part, and accelerating 
their growth without pitting 
them against large-scale event 
appeals. As much as SU should 
be expected to fund groups and 
events with its annual bud-
get of  about $2.5 million, the 
University shouldn’t treat it as 
a cash cow. And when groups 
benefit Wash. U. as an institu-
tion more than they benefit 
students themselves, the entire 
student body shouldn’t be 
expected to pick up the tab.

STAFF EDITORIAL

WU should help support competition groups

EDITORIAL CARTOON

JACKIE REICHT | STUDENT LIFE

votes for Green Party

Hipster Kitty
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thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down to the second
fraternity suspension this year.

Thumbs down to using cats in 
tests at the medical school; even 
they say they should use ferrets. 

Thumbs down to those who 
braved campus all day in Hal-
loween costumes. Let’s be real, 
it’s just distracting and it’s not 
helping you get an A.

Thumbs up to applications for 
Clinton Global Initiative Univer-
sity opening this week. 

Thumbs up to the women’s soc-
cer team for taking the UAA title 
for the season.

Thumbs up to anyone who dared 
to brave campus all day in a Hal-
loween costume. Here’s looking 
at you, Elmo in the Human Ev. 
exam. 

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n
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H
urricane Sandy has 
flooded New York. 
The summer, triple-
digit heat waves and 

an extreme drought struck St. 
Louis. Yet, for the first time since 
1988, climate change was not 
mentioned once in the presiden-
tial or vice presidential debates. 
Neither candidate spoke about 
perhaps the greatest challenge 
that will face our generation, 
while uncoincidentally, over 
$150,000,000 has been spent by 
the fossil fuel industry to buy our 
politicians’ silence. 

This comes in tandem with 
the fossil fuel industry’s interfer-
ence at institutions all across 
the country. At the University 

of  Wyoming, a controversial 
sculpture entitled “Carbon Sink,” 
which used coal and timber to 
depict the link between global 
warming and the beetle infesta-
tion that is ravaging the Rockies, 
was dismantled after complaints 
from fossil fuel executives and 
threats from the industry to cut 
financing to the university.

In response to the sculpture, 
one fossil fuel executive admit-
ted, “I am all for freedom of  
expression, but putting a per-
manent piece blasting the coal 
industry while taking millions in 
royalties...and severance taxes 
strikes me as a stab in the back.” 
In Wyoming, the lines distin-
guishing elected officials from 
Big Coal are obscured, and now 
they’re extorting the activities of  
universities. 

This behavior on the part of  
the private industry, in effec-
tively lobbying our political 
officials and institutions, is sadly 
a phenomenon we are very 
much entrenched within. What 
happened in Wyoming could 
very easily happen here on our 
campus. 

St. Louis is home to three of  
the world’s largest coal corpora-
tions. Arch Coal CEO, Steven 
Leer, and Peabody Coal CEO, 
Greg Boyce, sit on our board 
of  trustees; Wash. U. has its 
Consortium for Clean Coal 
Utilization (CCCU). When we 
let corporations have a stake in 
our university and our city, we 
open the door to manipulation 
by this industry.

We need to be honest about 
our connection to Big Coal and 

the role this destructive industry 
is playing in advancing climate 
change.

Simply put, ‘clean coal’ is a 
crass marketing term used by the 
fossil fuel industry to promote 
the ideology that coal can be a 
sustainable energy solution. As 
a university, we should acknowl-
edge that the cradle-to-grave life 
cycle of  coal can never be truly 
‘clean’ as the CCCU would let 
us believe. From extraction to 
emissions to disposal, the entire 
process is endangering our envi-
ronmental and public health. 

We are reinforcing the smoke-
screen that Peabody needs to 
cover up its contributions to cli-
mate change, the asthma its coal 
causes and the miners it extorts. 
Recently, Peabody’s shell com-
pany, Patriot, went bankrupt, 

taking thousands of  Appalachian 
miners’ pensions with it. 

Here at Wash. U., we are per-
petuating this climate silence and 
extortion by the fossil fuel indus-
try. We should change the name 
of  the consortium and divest 
from this exploitative industry in 
order to stand up for the health 
of  our communities.

We have seen enough bully-
ing by the fossil fuel industry 
in the political arena. But that 
doesn’t mean that as a university, 
as students and professors, that 
we cannot regain control of  our 
right to a sustainable energy 
future. 

Now more than ever, we need 
to speak out against this climate 
silence; otherwise Big Coal is 
going to win. And if  they win...
we’re cooked.

Why activism is especially relevant now
CAROLINE BURNEY
CLASS OF 2014

OP-ED SUBMISSION

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Why green lines and red lines don’t belong together

I
t is misguided to make any 
comparison between red 
lines and green lines when 
discussing the important 

issues facing America with 
respect to the Middle East. To 
suggest that green lines ought to 
garner the same attention as red 
lines in American presidential 
races is to not fully understand 
American issues and policies. 

Anyone making a comparison 
between red lines and green lines 
makes a false case of  equivalency 
that the moral implications of  red 
lines and green lines are of  the 
same or similar weight. 

One misstep these arguers 
maintain is that the obligations 
for America to demand red lines 
and green lines are the same. 
Israel, for the past 64 years, has 
been an essential ally militarily, 
economically and politically in 
the Middle East. Israel remains 
the only true projection of  
American interests in the region. 
Israel as a democratic entity 
has minority representation 
in Parliament, freedom of  the 
press, and respect for women’s 
and gays’ rights. It has demon-
strated globally in Haiti, Japan 
and elsewhere its emphasis on 
humanitarianism. To say that 
America has an obligation to 
determine its chief  ally’s policy 

is unfair to Israel. As an ally, we 
ought to openly respect that Israel 
has the right to determine its own 
fate. On the other hand, Iran has 
no such record on democracy, 
has no such history of  friendship 
with America. In fact, Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad has often voiced his 
belief  in America inventing 9/11 
and claimed in his speech to the 
U.N. “the American empire…
is reaching the end of  its road.” 
The country brutally suppresses 
its dissidents, aggressively censors 
free speech and even has the high-
est per capita execution rate in 
the world.  

The threat of  a nuclear Iran 
poses the gravest threat to 
American interests. It enables the 

largest state sponsor of  terror-
ism to operate behind one of  the 
world’s most devastating weap-
ons. Its proxies like Hezbollah 
and Hamas would have the 
freedom to act without fear of  
retaliation knowing it has the 
backing of  Iran. Furthermore, 
it would spur a nuclear arms 
race in the world’s most vola-
tile region. The Saudi king has 
repeatedly claimed that if  Iran 
were free to have nuclear power 
then it would also pursue nuclear 
capability. Other countries would 
follow suit. The claim that “the 
green line is as important as the 
red line” is counter-factual and 
unsupportable.

To say American presidential 

candidates ought to be discussing 
Israel’s policies with the same fer-
vor it is discussing Iran’s nuclear 
ambitions is misguided. Calling 
on green lines would be alienat-
ing the only ally in the region by 
disrespecting its right to deter-
mine its own policies. Calling 
on red lines would be saying 
that America will not tolerate a 
nuclear Iran to allow its terrorist 
proxies to operate freely, spur a 
nuclear arms race and enable one 
of  the world’s largest theocracies 
led by one of  the world’s most 
tyrannical leaders to have access 
to one of  the world’s most devas-
tating weapons. Green lines and 
red lines don’t belong in the same 
discussion.

IAN LEVER
CLASS OF 2016

“B
enghazi-gate.” 
It’s got that 
sound, that 
feel of  a great 

political zinger. A one liner that 
simultaneously calls up images of  
carnage surrounding our embassy 
and Richard Nixon throwing up 
two peace signs as he exits his 
chopper. There seems to be so 
much shock over the events in 
Benghazi. There’s not exactly a 
revelation here though. The gov-
ernment lies to you. Imagine that.

There is no doubting the fact 
that President Barack Obama 
knew a terrorist attack had 
occurred. There was no doubt that 
members of  his administration 
knew that the lives lost were not 
because of  spontaneous protests 
over an inflammatory video that 
had surfaced. However, there 
is no basis for the idea Brian 
Van Pelt posited in his Oct. 29 
article, “Bengzhazi-gate,” that the 
president purposefully withheld 
information about this brazen ter-
rorist attack for political purposes. 

President Obama’s supposed 
decision willfully to deceive the 
American people for political 
purposes would have made little to 
no political sense. Willfully lying 
might protect the image of  a strong 
foreign policy record in the short 
term, but the potential damage if  
anyone found out far outweighs 
that slight benefit. Firstly, the 
president has no reason to run 
from his foreign policy record. Far 
from it. Although many conserva-
tives complain about the president 
“spiking the football” with the 
death of  Osama bin Laden, 
the fact remains that it was an 

achievement. Navy SEAL Team 
6 carried out the actual operation, 
but they never would have been 
able to in the first place were it 
not for the president restructuring 
how national security decisions 
are made, nor would they have 
been authorized to go in had the 
president not rejected the advice of  
many of  his most trusted coun-
selors, including Vice President 
Joe Biden. President Obama has 
ordered a record number of  drone 
strikes, helped Israel create a 
computer virus called “Stuxnet” 
that slowed down Iran’s nuclear 
weapons program, ended the war 
in Iraq, put more boots on the 
ground in Afghanistan and set a 
responsible plan for withdrawal 
there. These are only a few of  
his many accomplishments. If  
anything, President Obama’s 
strongest performance during his 
administration has been in the 
fields of  national security and for-
eign policy, and looking weak on 
this one point would not seriously 
diminish the overall impact of  that 
performance.

Another reason such blatant 
deception for political purposes 
would not have made sense is that 
it would inevitably be discovered. 
Today’s news media is drawn to 
anything sensational. They have a 
massive apparatus for both discov-
ering and manufacturing stories. 
Any breach of  national security, 
especially in an election season, is 
sure to receive increased scrutiny. 
With that in mind, the president 
had to have known that any alter-
native explanations put forward 
for the event would be debunked, 
and that the untruth would have 
a negative effect on the public’s 
perception of  their safety under the 
president. Yet, he lied anyway.

Love him or hate him, the 
president is a really smart guy. 
There is a reason he hid the truth 
from us. You could just say that 
you don’t trust the president and 
chalk it all up to political schem-
ing. Or you could take the less 
cynical but more realistic view that 
the reason the administration’s 
actions don’t make sense given 
what we know is that we probably 
just don’t know enough. That the 
government lies about national 
security should not be shocking. 
It shouldn’t be encouraged—the 
government should be as truthful 
as possible—but it’s also occasion-
ally necessary in order to protect 
the American people. I’m willing 
to bet that the president with-
held the information, not out of  
some misguided attempt to pull 
a fast one on voters, but rather to 
ensure our national security. There 
are any number of  reasons one 
could invent—perhaps there was 
a counterstrike that depended on 
the element of  surprise (after all, 
if  even the enemy’s commander-
in-chief  doesn’t think that you’re 
responsible, why bother protecting 
yourself  against a counterstrike?) 
or perhaps there would have been a 
local popularity bump for al-Qaida 
in Libya had we immediately 
given them credit for a successful 
attack on the United States. These 
speculations are unfounded, but 
no more unfounded and a lot more 
likely than allegations of  lying for 
political gain. Let’s say we give the 
president the benefit of  the doubt. 
The only thing without nuance in 
a situation like this is that on Sept. 
11 in Benghazi, Libya, a tragedy 
occurred. Four Americans lost 
their lives. What had happened—
who had died—it was absolutely 
wrong.

A response to ‘Benghazi-gate’
ELIAS HOROWITZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

W
ith less than a 
week until the 
election, most peo-
ple have already 

made up their minds about who 
they are going to vote for. However, 
if  you’re thinking about voting for a 
third-party candidate like Jill Stein 
or Gary Johnson, I’m going to ask 
you take a moment to reconsider 
your choice. 

Voting is a right that every single 
adult in American is entitled to. 
It’s one of the great equalizers in 
our country; no matter how much 
money a candidate or special inter-
est group pours into an election 
campaign or ballot initiative, you 
still can’t buy someone’s vote. With 
that being said, our electoral system 
has created a somewhat unfortu-
nate system in which, although you 
may vote for anyone you choose, 
there are really only two viable 
candidates in any given race: the 
candidates of the two major parties.

This is not because of some 
sort of collusion or conspiracy on 
the part of the Grand Old Party 
and the Democrats, but rather a 
symptom of our electoral system. 
America has a winner-take-all, 
first-past-the-post voting system. 
This means that the first candidate 
to receive the majority of the votes 
in any given election wins that elec-
tion and takes the seat. All other 
candidates lose and their voters’ 
views are not represented. 

There a various criticisms of this 
system, but it’s the one the founders 
chose and the one that has served 
us relatively well for more than 200 
years. In such a system, however, 

something called Duverger’s law 
takes effect. Duverger’s law states 
that first-past-the-post electoral 
systems trend toward two-party 
systems. What this means is that in 
America’s electoral system, we’re 
almost always going to have two 
parties vying for your vote and that 
third (or fourth) parties will almost 
never win an election. This makes 
sense if  you think about it. 

Suppose there are three parties 
with candidates vying for a single 
congressional seat in a general 
election and that two of the three 
parties are very ideologically similar 
(the tea party and the Republican 
Party would be a good example of  
this). Because all three candidates 
are competing for the same seat 
and two parties have very similar 
constituencies, chances are the 
party that is dissimilar to the other 
two is going to win because voters 
with views closest to the two other 
parties will split their votes between 
those two candidates. There have 
been numerous examples of this 
phenomenon throughout American 
history, two recent instances being 
the Ralph Nader in 2000 and 
Ross Perot in 1992, the so-called 
“spoiler” presidential candidates.

So if  you’re thinking about vot-
ing third party in this upcoming 
presidential election, or for another 
candidate in any other race, I would 
urge you to reconsider. Though a 
third-party candidate may more 
closely align with your views, a 
vote for him is effectively one that’s 
thrown away. While symbolically 
voting for a candidate you believe 
in might feel good, you are also 
ensuring that a candidate with 
views even closely resembling yours 
gets elected.

A case against third-
party candidates 

SCOTT HABER
FORUM EDITOR
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The Edison Theatre 
Ovations Series continues 
with two performances 
on the theme of  love this 
weekend, both performed 
by the Aquila Theatre 
Company. On Friday, 
they will tackle the clas-
sic French play “Cyrano 
de Bergerac,” a comedy 
following the exploits of  
a soldier whose only flaw 
seems to be his giant nose 
that constantly impedes 
his romantic pursuits. 
And on Saturday night, 
the company will perform 
the timeless Shakespeare 
comedy “The Taming 
of  the Shrew,” a story 
college audiences will 
be familiar with either 
because they have read 
the play for an English 
class or because they 

remember the movie “10 
Things I Hate About 
You,” starring the late 
Heath Ledger and Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt.

The Aquila Theatre 
Company was originally 
founded in London in 
1991 but is now based in 
New York City. The last 
time the company visited 
the Edison, during the 
2009-10 Ovations Series, 
it performed “As You 
Like It” and “Enemy of  
the People.” This year, 
the company is made up 
of  six individuals who 
will comprise the cast on 
both nights. For example, 
Jamie Bower will play 
the title role in “Cyrano” 
on Friday but assume 
an ensemble role on 
Saturday night for “The 
Taming of  the Shrew.”

In addition to these two 
performances, the Edison 

Theatre is also putting 
on multiple workshops, 
discussions and a master 
class. Both workshops 
received funding from 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and 
cover the topic of  Ancient 
Greeks/Modern Lives. 
They will take place on 
Saturday afternoon at the 
560 Music Center and be 
moderated by the new 
chair of  the Department 
of  Classics, Timothy 
Moore. They are open to 
the entire community. 

There will also be a 
pre-performance discus-
sion before each show 
starting at 7 p.m. On 
Friday, the discussion 
will incorporate actors 
from the Aquila Theatre 
Company. The master 
class for Shakespeare 
acting will take place on 
Saturday. 

Disney announced 
on Tuesday that it had 
acquired Lucasfilm for 
$4.05 billion but more 
importantly that Episode 
VII was coming in 2015. 
Naturally, people on the 

Internet ran around like 
someone had announced 
that their entire fam-
ily had been run over 
by a pod racer. What if  
this turned out just like 
the prequels did? But 
I’m here to argue that, 
hey, maybe the prequels 
weren’t so bad after all. 

The screenplays were all 
disastrous (although the 
third one approached 
passable as the scene in 
the intergalactic opera had 
something akin to good 
dialogue), and the acting 
was atrocious. Has any-
one checked on Hayden 
Christensen lately? But I 
have to admit, there were 
aspects I enjoyed about 
the prequels—and I’ve 
certainly seen “Revenge of  
the Sith” more than any 
of  the originals. So here 
goes the impossible. I’m 
going to try and defend 
Episodes I, II and III. 

Lightsaber fights
This is sort of  unfair, 

but the prequels were 
downright nicer to look at. 
For the most part, I can 
ignore the difference in 
aesthetic and chalk it up to 
older cameras. Not when 
it comes to lightsaber 
fights, though. Is anything 
cooler than Darth Maul 
taking on Qui-Gon Jinn 
and Obi-Wan Kenobi ? 
Yoda flipping around 
while battling with Count 
Dooku? Anakin and Obi-
Wan facing off  in a pit 
of  lava?! “The Phantom 
Menace” may have been 

awful to witness, but it 
gave us the music to “Duel 
of  the Fates.” That’s 
redemption enough for Jar 
Jar Binks for me. 

Natalie Portman > Carrie 
Fisher

Don’t get me wrong, I 
love Carrie Fisher. Her 
cameo on “30 Rock” 
was absolutely hilari-
ous, and her “Wishful 
Drinking” HBO special 
was wonderful. She’s a 
talented comedic voice. 
But, really, who wants 
to look at Carrie Fisher 
in a metal bikini when 
you can look at Natalie 
Portman in a tight white 
top instead? And even if  
we leave looks out of  it, 
Natalie Portman has won 
an Oscar for Best Actress 
while Fisher hasn’t even 
sniffed a nomination. 
Character-wise, Padme 
trumps Leia as well. In 
the prequels, there was 
no incest. Sure, it’s a little 
weird that Padme met 
Anakin when he was nine, 
but five years is not that 
big of  a deal compared 

to making out with your 
brother. 

Mace Windu
Samuel Leroy Jackson is 

a living legend. His legend 
has grown in recent years 
thanks to his quotable 
performances in “Snakes 
on a Plane” and his tweets 
during the 2012 Olympics, 
but he’s still most known 
for “Pulp Fiction.” None 
of  the cast members in 
the original series were as 
big a star as him. And his 
character, Mace Windu, 
was essentially Samuel 
L. Jackson with a light-
saber. And the lightsaber 
was purple. He is the best 
character in the trilogy, 
easily, but also probably 
of  the entire series and 
its extended universe. 
Put simply, you cannot 
do better than Samuel L. 
Jackson wielding a purple 
lightsaber. Not even a 
spry young Yoda doing 
backflips and somersaults 
while taking out entire 
clone platoons beats the 
sheer coolness of  Mace 
Windu.

The epitome of  the cult 
classic is back! This week-
end, the Tivoli Theatre 
will be showing “The 
Rocky Horror Picture 
Show” at midnight on 
Friday and Saturday 
night, Nov. 2 and 3. The 
film, a unique musical 
starring Tim Curry and 
Susan Sarandon, spoofs 
Hollywood horror and 
science fiction flicks. Its 
quirky style and catchy 
songs have helped it 
develop its cult status. 
Its story is a simple 
one: a newly engaged 
couple becomes lost in 

a storm and takes ref-
uge in a nearby castle. 
The twist is that the 
owner of  the house is a 
self-proclaimed “Sweet 
Transvestite” from trans-
sexual Transylvania—the 
Annual Transylvanian 
Convention he is host-
ing is the strangest party 
you’ve ever seen, full of  
colorful guests. From 
beginning to end, the film 
constantly entertains with 
catchy songs, creative 
choreography and a thrill-
ing cast. It is necessary 

viewing for any cinema 
buff  and always worth 
a midnight watch for 
anyone else who has seen 
it before. This weekend’s 
shows will feature the live 
shadow cast, the Samurai 
Electricians, truly making 
it a night to remember. 
Despite being more than 
35 years old, the movie’s 
distinct style has made it 
a timeless staple of  cin-
ema. So if  you are dying 
to do the time warp again, 
stop by the Tivoli this 
weekend.

In Defense Of: The ‘Star Wars’ prequels

The Brooklyn-based 
duo makes a triumphant 
return to The Pageant 
this Sunday, Nov. 4, at 
7 p.m., after previous 
memorable visits to St. 
Louis, including our very 
own WUStock in 2011. 
Featuring Matt Johnson 
on vocals and keyboard 
with Kim Schifino pound-
ing away on her drums, 
Matt & Kim (their name 
is the only uncreative 
thing about them) are an 
indie dance outfit that has 
been making music since 
2005. Their fourth album, 
“Lightning,” was released 

very recently, featuring 
an electrifying first single, 
“Let’s Go.” The video 
for the single is like a 
live version of  Awkward 
Family Photos. Look for 
them to play cuts from the 
new album along with old 
favorites like “Daylight” 
and “Cameras.” Even 
if  you know only their 
most famous songs, 
their energy is infectious 

and crowd-pleasing. If  
the audience is lucky, 
Schifino will do her 
famous booty dance while 
standing on the hands of  
adoring fans in the front 
row. The $20 advance 
ticket price is an absolute 
bargain, and wouldn’t 
you rather be dancing 
at a concert than typing 
on your MacBook in the 
library? 

where The Pageant
when Nov. 4, 7 p.m. 

price $20 
in advance

where Tivoli
when Nov. 2 & 3,

11:55 p.m. 
price $8

A weekend on the Delmar Loop: 
‘Let’s Go’ to Matt & Kim

Cult favorite ‘Rocky Horror’ 
returns to the Tivoli

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

ADAM COOPERBERG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Classical theater returns to the Edison

see

COURTESY OF DEREK SCANLON

COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY FOX 

Pre-performance discussion
7 p.m.
Mallinckrodt Center, Room 305 (on top floor)
Featuring Professor Timothy Moore 

where Edison Theatre

when Nov. 3, 8 p.m.

where Edison Theatre

when Nov. 2, 8 p.m.

TICKET PRICES: 
Adults $36
Seniors $32
Student/Child/
Groups (20+) 
$20
Wash. U. 
Students $10

Staged Reading
Nov. 3. 1-2:30 p.m.
560 Music Center, Ball-
room Theatre
Featuring readings from 
Greek Drama and a 
town hall style meeting 
moderated by Professor 
Timothy Moore

Mask Acting
Nov. 3, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
560 Music Center, Ballroom Theatre
Featuring actors from the Aquila Theatre company

Pre-performance discussion
7:00pm
Mallinckrodt Center, Multipurpose Room (on lower floor)
Featuring actors from the Aquila Theatre company

Master class: Shakespeare Acting
Nov. 2, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Women’s Building, Olin I Studio

WORKSHOPS

THE TAMING OF THE SHREW

CYRANO DE BERGERAC

SHOW 
INFO
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No Shave November: 
The top 5 mustaches on television

COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

COURTESY OF NBC

COURTESY OF AMC

COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUSCOURTESY OF NBC

It’s November, which means midterms are over, and it’s 
time to do a little procrastinating, maybe by catching up on all 
the television you missed while twiddling your thumbs on the 
second f loor of  Olin (party f loor). Most importantly, it’s No 
Shave November. To get you amped up about the month-long 
shaving holiday, here are five television characters whose facial 
hair will inspire you either to watch their shows or grow some 
f luff  on that chinny chin chin of  yours.

1. Ron Swanson, “Parks and Recreation”:

 If  you are looking to grow a mustache that means 
business, look no further than this guy. Watch “Parks 
and Recreation” to learn how to use your ’stache to 
become the most powerful human in Pawnee—or the 
DUC. Whichever.

2. Kenneth Parcell, “30 Rock”:

 It may not look like he has anything on that baby 
face of  his, but he totally does! It’s just a little wispy and 
blond…and maybe not really there. Sometimes, the best 
mustaches are invisible, so don’t fret, people who can’t 
grow much of  anything. The new season of  “30 Rock” is 
on NBC, and the older seasons can be found on Netflix.

3. Ned Stark, “Game of Thrones”:

 Does this really merit explanation? Grow facial hair; 
be the best. Hurry up and watch “Game of  Thrones” 
before season three premieres in March! Mustaches are 
coming.

4. Walter White, “Breaking Bad”:

He is the one who knocks—and has some addic-
tive facial hair as well. Confession: I’ve never actually 
watched “Breaking Bad,” but I hear it’s really good. So 
let’s make the commitment together, dear readers, to 
watch “Breaking Bad” and grow some sick facial hair 
like Heisenberg. Bonus points if  you go bald as well.

5. Mitchell Pritchett, “Modern Family”:

 There’s nothing quite like a ginger beard, so to all 
the gingers out there, this one’s for you. If  you need a 
giant hug from a hilariously dysfunctional family, be 
sure to check out “Modern Family.” It’s so good it may 
ruin your real family ties. (This was the case when my 
mother told me she would call me back the other night 
because I was interrupting her “Modern Family” time.) 2.

3.

4.

5.

1.



Defensively oriented. 
Offensively risk-taking. Young 
and learning. Older and expe-
rienced. Maybe a bit unlucky. 
And sometimes maybe even a 
bit lucky.

To an outsider, all of those 
adjectives and phrases—
though probably not all at the 
same time—could have been 
used at different points since 
late August to describe the 
2012 Washington University 
men’s soccer team, which will 
see its regular season come to 
a close on Saturday afternoon.

It’s a season that has, so far, 
lasted eight weeks, seven of  
which ultimately went well for 
the Bears and one of which (a 
nine-day, 0-3-0 stretch in late 
September) did not. This gen-
eral success has come despite 
one anticipated contributor 
missing the entire season with 
a concussion and two others 
returning from preseason knee 
injuries about halfway through 
the year.

And even if the Bears win 
on Senior Day against the 
University of Chicago, it’s 
a season that might end on 
Saturday unless they can 
get some help. It’s a season 
that may end without an 
appearance in the NCAA 
Tournament, despite a 10-4-1 
record and a tough sched-
ule featuring six ranked 
opponents.

But that’s not what they’re  
choosing to focus on.

“It’s just fun,” said head 
coach Joe Clarke, who 
coached in his 300th Wash. 
U. game against Brandeis on 
Oct. 14. “Everyone’s having 
a good time. This is why you 
play sports, to play games that 

have meaning.”
It’s a simple sentiment, but 

nobody on the team will devi-
ate from it.

“This team has always 
been the closest and most fun 
group of friends I’ve had,” 
senior Brian Wright said. “No 
matter if we’re on the soccer 
field, playing soccer or having 
practice or if we’re at lunch or 
dinner, it’s just an awesome, 
awesome group of guys.”

As far as what’s on the field, 
much of what was anticipated 
of the group of guys in the 
preseason has come to frui-
tion. The team’s defense started 
strong and has stayed that 
way—60 percent of the games 
have been shutouts, thanks to 
excellent saves by junior All-
Conference goalie Jonathan 
Jebson and strong work from 
the defenders in front of him to 
keep the ball out of dangerous 
areas.

“We kind of switched this 
year, due to our personnel, to 
really focus on defense to get 
those shutouts, and then we try 
and find that goal any way we 
can just to get the win,” junior 
Jeremy Kirkwood said. “We’re 
kind of defensive-minded, but 
it’s really been working because 
our defense is so good. If we 
get the shutout, I have no doubt 
that we’ll get a goal and get the 
win.”

Offensively, the team has 
been more of a work-in-
progress. The lineup the team 
dressed for its home opener 
on Sept. 7 had scored only 
four of the team’s 40 goals in 
2011. New blood, in the way of  
freshmen and returning sopho-
mores, and injuries, particularly 
torn meniscuses of Kirkwood 
and senior Zac Query, left some 
uncertainty as to who would 
put the ball in the net early on 

in the season.
And not surprisingly, sev-

eral young players emerged. 
Sophomore Chris Haeberle is 
tied for the team lead with four 
goals while freshmen Ike Witte 
and Connor Roach have netted 
two goals apiece—and during 
the team’s 6-3-1 start, they com-
bined for three game-winners.

Those successes stand to 
show a bit of the positive side 
of those injuries: opportunities.

“[Other players] have grown 
way faster than they would’ve, 
and they’re making large contri-
butions,” Clarke said. “There’s 
always good that comes out of  
challenge.” 

But there were still some 
struggles. That nine-day stretch 
in late September provided a 
crude wake-up call, not just in 
losses to nationally ranked foes 
Wheaton College and Carnegie 
Mellon University but also in a 
shocking 1-0 loss to Fontbonne 
University that marked the 
Bears’ first-ever loss to their 
neighbors across the street.

“We kind of had the 
expectation to win [against 
Fontbonne], but we didn’t 
play like we deserved to win,” 
Wright, a team captain, said. 
“And that kind of showed us 
that, if we’re going to expect 
to win, we have to play like we 
expect to win. We’re going to 
have to work as hard as we pos-
sibly can.”

With all of that in mind, 
a look at the last six games 
truly illuminates how much 
this team has benefitted from 
getting its injured upperclass-
men back. Query made his 
first appearance of the year on 
Sept. 22 and was eased into 
action over the next few games 
before starting for the first time 
on Oct. 14. He had by far his 
best individual effort of the 

year this past Sunday, when he 
tallied an assist and two goals—
including the game-winner in 
double-overtime—in a 3-2 win 
over Case Western Reserve 
University.

Kirkwood made his season 
debut on Oct. 7 and made his 
presence felt immediately, scor-
ing the game-winning goal that 
day against Emory University 
with under three minutes 
remaining. That was just the 
beginning—he’s recorded 
either a goal or assist in all six 
games since his return, and four 
of those came on game-decid-
ing goals.

“I knew if I could be out 
there, maybe [I could] help the 
team out, so I really pushed 
hard to get myself back,” 
Kirkwood said, noting that the 
three-game losing streak “was 
really tough to watch.”

After a 2-1 loss on Oct. 14, in 
which Kirkwood headed in the 
Bears’ only goal, Clarke said 
that with Kirkwood back, “the 
team’s entirely different.” Such 

is high praise, but praise that’s 
backed up by results: the Bears 
averaged 1.7 goals per game in 
the month of October, nearly 
doubling their mark of one per 
game in August/September.

With the visible impact 
their return has had and with 
the team’s uneasy position 
on the tournament bubble 
(they would make the NCAA 
Tournament with a win in their 
last game along with a loss or 
tie by Carnegie Mellon or make 
it with an at-large bid), it seems 
easy to wonder about what ifs 
and dream about how things 
could have been if everyone 
was healthy the whole time.

But team members—at least 
outwardly—aren’t asking those 
things.

“We’ve kind of turned it 
around with their help, but 
soccer’s just such a crapshoot. 
You never know,” Wright said. 
“I don’t really worry too much 
about what ifs; I just am try-
ing to get the guys focused on 
what they can control.”

But watching the way 
Query—a member of a 
senior class that has taken a 
step forward in each of the 
last three seasons—took over 
an absolute must-win game 
on Sunday afternoon in 
Cleveland, it looks like they’ve 
been playing with some extra 
urgency for a while now.

And with a revitalized 
offensive group and a steady 
defensive presence, they know 
what they’re capable of—and 
know they have to put both 
of those on display in another 
must-win on Saturday.

“[Query] wants to keep 
the season going—he wants 
to keep playing—and you’ve 
just got to feel for them,” 
Kirkwood said about this 
year’s senior class. “We love 
our team. We love our team-
mates, and we always want to 
win and let them play longer. 
It’d be really special for us to 
win this weekend and get into 
the tournament and make a 
run for them.”
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          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

Look for a special ELECTION COVERAGE edition

of Student Life on newsstands  

Wednesday, November 7th

the independent newspaper of Washington University in St. Louis since 1878

SPORTS
Men’s soccer just hopes there’s more fun to come
KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Senior Zac Query chases dribbles to open space in the men’s soccer team’s game against Wheaton 
College on Sept. 21. Query has been key to the Bears’ offense since his return from injury, tallying 
two goals and an assist in last weekend’s overtime win against Case Western Reserve University.

ERIC MARCUS | STUDENT LIFE
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ACROSS
1 Well-constructed
6 Formal

agreement
10 Carried a balance
14 Boxing venue
15 Turkish honorific
16 Kolkata cover-up
17 2003 horse

movie that won
Best Picture

19 Early 11th-
century date

20 Bunny gait
21 Important bee
22 Runs easily
23 Throw for a loop
25 __ acid
27 Suffix with neat or

beat
28 One who’s not on

the honor roll
31 Tee off
34 Gets moving
35 Stick around
36 Pal of Piglet
37 Stress, as a key

point
40 DSL offerer
41 Banjo ridge
43 WWII females
44 Like Stallone’s

persona
46 “Yes, ma’am,” in

Madrid
48 “Fresh Air” airer
49 Colgate rival
50 Bench or Berra
54 Manager who

managed the
Mets, Braves,
Cardinals,
Yankees and
Dodgers

56 ’70s sitcom family
name

58 Firefighter’s tool
59 Antioxidant berry

in fruit juices
60 Primer sentence
62 Idle
63 Cologne that

sounds forbidden
64 Sidestep
65 About 5.88 trillion

mi.
66 Comical Laurel
67 Uses a

stopwatch for

DOWN
1 Malia Obama’s

sister

2 Black-and-white
treats

3 Jumped
4 Having five

sharps, musically
5 Rum cocktail
6 Walked around

the waiting room
7 Fluish feeling
8 Waters near

Hong Kong and
Shanghai

9 One might have
“Mom” in a heart,
briefly

10 Utah singing
family

11 Woo like 
Cyrano

12 New York’s __
Canal

13 Parts of depts.
18 Done for
22 Lucy of “Kill Bill”
24 Small number
26 __ Helens, Wash.
28 About,

chronologically
29 “A bit of talcum/Is

always walcum”
poet

30 Proofreader’s
pickup

31 Fido’s greetings

32 “Me neither”
33 Flips out
34 Chest pulsation
38 “Terrible” age
39 Uncontested, like

some hockey
goals

42 Jack Russell or
wirehair

45 Rainbow shape
47 Word before a

maiden name
48 Zilch

50 Like some
Louisiana fare

51 __-scarum
52 Radiate
53 Auberjonois and

Russo
54 Hard to believe,

as a tale
55 One __: kids’ ball

game
57 Singer McEntire
60 Rds.
61 Actor Wallach
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HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 
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the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. The 
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spell the complete 
phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters 
as needed to complete the spelling 
path in order. Each letter will appear 
only once in the grid. 
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Pulitzer Prize-winning journal-
ist Paul Salopek will spend the next 
seven years of his life walking through 
39 countries. In an experiential jour-
nalism project called “Out of Eden,” 
Salopek will trace the theorized path 
of the first migration of humans out 
of Africa more than 50,000 years ago.

He will speak to students about his 
upcoming journey in an open event 
on Thursday, Nov. 1 at 5 p.m. in 
McDonnell Hall, room 162. He will 
also speak Saturday, Nov. 3 as a part 
of the Sustainable Cities Conference. 

He was invited to St. Louis by the 
Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting in 
conjunction with the Department of  
International and Area Studies, whose 
thematic focus of research and teach-
ing for the past three years has been 
migration.

“The idea that he’s tracing the ear-
liest migration route of man fits in 
quite neatly with what we’re doing at 
a curricular level,” Sara Baker, coordi-
nator for International Programming 
for International and Area Studies, 
said. “If you look at what our students 
are interested in, they’re interested in 
climate change, they’re interested in 
people around the world, different 
cultures and storytelling. And Paul’s 
project really takes all of that into 
account.”

Salopek, who grew up outside the 
United States and worked as a foreign 
correspondent for more than a decade, 
said the idea for the project evolved in 
response to his interests and skills.

“The walking part is a natural fit,” 
he said. “I was raised in the developing 
world, in Mexico, in a community that 
was not fully industrialized already. I 
grew up walking a lot, with campesi-
nos and farmers and people who used 
their legs the way human beings are 
designed to move.”

Beginning in eastern Africa in 
January 2013, Salopek will travel 

through the Middle East, Central 
Asia, China and Russian Siberia. He 
will cross to North America by boat, 
and then work his way down to the 
southernmost tip of South America.

Along the way, Salopek will be 
reporting on conflict, the environ-
ment, resource use and other issues 
in the communities through which he 
passes, which are topics he has cov-
ered around the world for more than 
a decade.

He plans to be walking about 185 
days of each year, spending the rest 
of the time with families and people 
in the communities and stopping en 
route to report and write for anywhere 
from a few days to a few months. 
His schedule, he said, will be largely 
open-ended.

“There’s going to be a significant 
amount of down time,” Salopek said. 
“It’s just not psychologically sustain-
able to be moving constantly.”

Salopek’s mission and reason for 
the project, he said, is to educate peo-
ple and offer them an alternative form 
of news.

“What I’m hoping is to basically 
give readers and viewers an opportu-
nity to slow down,” Salopek said. “It 
doesn’t provide all the answers…but 
it at least gives you some coherence in 
how current events affect our lives by 
using deep history…and then using 
that deep history as a sounding board 
for the current events that I see hap-
pening around me.”

“On this journey of rediscovery, we 
add, hopefully, a layer of meaning to 
the news that isn’t there in the more 
conventional press,” he added.

Salopek also hopes that by report-
ing on foot, he’ll be able to illuminate 
stories that otherwise might not be 
told.

“The journey is a lot about…
untold stories that people have missed 
because we’re all flying over the sto-
ries, you know. We’re taking airplanes 
from story A to story B, and we miss 
what’s in between, which might be 

more important than stor[ies] A and 
B,” he said.

 Salopek will be publishing online 
along the way, via both a National 
Geographic web portal and his own 
personal site.

“The idea is to inhabit the news 
with the people whose lives the news 
is affecting,” he said.

Professor Tabea Linhard, who 
is teaching a freshman seminar on 
migration this semester, will moder-
ate a discussion with Salopek after his 
presentation.

“What I think is very interesting 
about Paul Salopek’s project is that, 
with his seven-year-long walk, he will 
do two things that people have been 
doing since the beginning of time, 
which is moving and walking…and 
telling stories about it,” she said. 

Linhard said the discussion of  
migration comes at an important time 
as well.

“This might in one way or another 
influence our campus-wide discussion 
or conversation about migration, espe-
cially so close to the election,” Linhard 
said. “Considering that the elections 
are next week, it wouldn’t surprise me 
if some of the audience members will 
have questions about immigration and 
the role that immigration plays in this 
political climate also.”

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
to report on foot for seven years
SADIE SMECK
NEWS EDITOR

COURTESY OF CBC NEWS

Westerhouse added that the cats 
used for intubation are properly 
cared for, contrary to the pro-
testors’ arguments. 

“In the 20-plus years we 
have offered the course, 
no cat has died or been 
injured,” Westerhouse wrote 
in a statement to Student 

Life. “Veterinarians and vet 
technicians who advocate pas-
sionately for the cats and care 
for them like pets oversee the 
lab. The cats live in an open 
room where they roam freely 
and are played with by our 
staff.” 

CATS FROM PAGE 1

Local activitsts stood outside of Green Hall and lined the end of Skinker Blvd. 
carrying signs protesting Wash. U.’s use of lab cats for intubation practice 
Monday morning.
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Below the surface, Lady K’abel 
waited. The Guatemalan army 
moved in on the plaza of  El 
Perú Waka, a small city in the 
northwestern Petén region of  
Guatemala armed against poten-
tial intruders. As days and nights 
passed, she began to emerge from 
the underbelly of  one of  the larg-
est city temples in the Petén. Lady 
K’abel finally surfaced, not as 
the most powerful Mayan queen 
of  the seventh century, but as 
corporeal fragments and withering 
remains, for she had been dead for 
centuries.

The tomb of  Lady K’abel is 
the most recent discovery of  
Wash. U. archaeology profes-
sor and principal investigator 
of  the El Perú Waka site David 
Freidel and his colleague at The 
College of  Wooster, Dr. Olivia 
Navarro-Farr. While excavating a 
city temple (known as M13-1 in 
archaeological jargon) reminiscent 
of  Teotihuacan style architec-
ture, Navarro-Farr uncovered a 
ruptured staircase that led her to 
this unexpected and serendipitous 
find. 

“When they got to that level of  
the tomb, they had a contingent of  
members of  the Guatemalan army 
that lived on the Plaza day and 
night to protect the excavations 
from harm while they were exca-
vating, because finding precious 
materials in such tombs invites 
theft and disturbance,” Freidel 
explained, noting that such pilfer-
ing had occurred in the past. 

But as thieves remained to 
the north in Guatemala City, 

archaeologists at El Perú began to 
piece together Lady K’abel’s body 
and the story behind this illustri-
ous woman. “[Navarro-Farr] has 
a great deal of  work ahead of  her 
in making sense of  this,” Freidel 
commented, referring to both the 
body and over 22 artifacts scat-
tered around the tomb.

Lying near the queen’s remains, 
these artifacts help to contextu-
alize Lady K’abel’s role in the 
ancient Maya world: a drinking 
cup inscribed with the name of  
K’awiil, a royal Mayan god, a 
small jade portrait of  the queen 
as a young woman and, most 
significantly, an alabaster jar about 
the size of  a billiard ball.

“It is carved in the form of  a 
shell,” Freidel said, “and the shell 
is symbolic of  the place of  the 
ancestors for the Maya.”

An elderly woman’s face and 
her hand protrude from one side 
of  this once-white-but-now-sandy-
colored and cracked jar. “She’s 
a bust—the upper part of  her 
body—and the Maya think of  
busts as representative of  sacred 
bundles of  ancestral bones, so she 
is posing as an ancestor.”

With each investigation of  
this alabaster jar, Lady K’abel’s 
story becomes more intricate. A 
number of  vessels similar to this 
one have appeared in royal tombs 
at neighboring sites, confirming its 
significance as a royal object. 

According to archaeology 
Ph.D. candidate Mary Jae Acuña, 
who searched for Lady K’abel’s 
remains in 2003 in the building 
right next to the one in which it 
was recently found, these findings 
help to bridge the gap between the 
epigraphic and the archaeological 

record. 
“We’ve known about [Lady 

K’abel] through the epigraphic 
record of  the site and through 
a lot of  different carved monu-
ments. Having her remains found 
archaeologically is one way that 
demonstrates how we can use 
both epigraphy and archaeology 
to build a much more nuanced 
understanding of  ancient Maya 
history,” Acuña said.

Although epigraphy and 
archaeology work to reaffirm 
each other, archaeologists are not 
always inclined toward consensus. 
However clear Lady K’abel’s royal 
status is, her gender continues to 
be contested in the archaeological 
community. Freidel believes both 
her musculature and her depiction 
on the alabaster jar indicate her 
status as a woman.

“We know it is a woman 
because she has a curl of  hair in 
front of  her ear, which is diag-
nostic of  the face of  a woman,” 
Freidel asserted. “In the hiero-
glyphic text system, it reads 
“lady,” or “ix,” so we know it’s a 
woman and a beautiful portrait of  
a woman because it is not stylized. 
It represents her as an old and 
very dignified person.”

The backside of  this alabaster 
piece contains hieroglyphics—
which to the layman’s eye appear 
as drawings of  human faces 
alongside those of  a fish and a 
turtle—which solidify her status as 
a queen. They indicate her name 
in ancient Mayan, meaning “Lady 
Waterlily-Hand” in English, and 
deem her to be a Holy Snake Lord 
of  the Chan (Snake) Dynasty. 
As the Snake dynasty reclaimed 
power in the Petén, Lady K’abel 

served as its political leader and 
supreme warrior, even surpassing 
her husband in power.

“Other archaeologists are 
excited by this discovery because 
it is one more reason to claim that 
we need to keep an open mind 
about gender roles in classic Maya 
civilizations,” Freidel said.

Hoping to deflate some of  the 
false understandings of  women’s 
place in indigenous communities, 
Freidel emphasized, “Women 
were very central to politics 
including military, economic 
and religious matters. They were 
not peripheral and they were not 
subservient. They were part and 
parcel of  the practice of  Mayan 
politics and statecraft, that much 
I’m clear on.”

Ph.D. candidate in archaeology 
and lab director on this excavation 
Diana Fridberg said that this tomb 
does not merely offer tangible his-
torical artifacts, but also displays 
the humanity behind one of  the 
largest civilizations in history.

“The artifacts are just very 
interesting and looking at them, 
you have a real sense of  this event, 
this burial event that happened,” 
Fridberg said. “It’s all a very 
human kind of  thing. It’s not just 
treasure. You can really sense the 
person behind it, the actual ritual 
of  burying this person. There are 
handprints visible in the plaster. 
The objects are very finely made. 
It’s very personal.”

These burial artifacts illuminate 
Lady K’abel’s history while also 
uncovering Mayan notions of  life 
and death. According to Freidel, 
the alabaster jar, or what he calls 
the “White Soul Flower cache ves-
sel,” reveals just this.

“The idea of  resurrection, of  
rebirth, of  sprouting from one’s 
own head—it’s really intrinsic to 
the idea called the ‘White Soul 
Flower cache vessel,’” Freidel 
proposed. “And I believe the ala-
baster jar is a ‘White Soul Flower 
cache vessel,’ and so it represents 
[Lady K’abel’s] seed because the 
soul flower or the white flower is a 
metaphor for death, for life and for 
rebirth. We see the flower fades, 
becomes a seed [and] the seed falls 
on the ground and turns into a 
tree and grows back up again and 
so the cycle of  life is represented 
by the soul flower. And a way of  
calling a person deceased is [by 
saying], ‘faded was her white soul 
flower.’”

Lady K’abel’s tomb has sur-
faced thoughts on gender roles, 
power dynamics and the con-
notations of  death within this 
Guatemalan empire amongst 
the leading archaeologists of  the 
Maya. As this discovery permeates 
to the public sphere, Freidel hopes 
that false notions of  a Mayan-
predicted doomsday this Dec. 21 
will be exchanged for accurate and 
equally-as-dramatic histories of  
the Maya. 

“It’s a shame that the Maya 
are subject to this kind of  mis-
representation, but they are the 
civilization of  the moment and so 
it is inevitable that charlatans will 
be attracted to them the way they 
have in the past been attracted 
to Atlantis or to the ancient 
Egyptians,” Freidel expressed. “So 
it’s hard for us archaeologists to 
complain too hard because it gives 
us an opportunity, this interest, to 
tell our societies what the Maya 
really were like.”

This alabaster jar was found in the tomb of Lady K’abel,whose bust is depicted protruding from its front.  

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID FREIDEL

This jade artifact, also found in the tomb of Lady K’abel, is a portrait of the Maya Queen as a young woman.
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Lady K’abel rises

The tomb of Lady K’abel, found at El Perú Waka, contained the remains of this 
Maya Queen and artifacts dating back to the seventh century.

The backside of the alabaster jar is inscribed with a hieroglyphic text, part of 
which is translated into the Queen’s name, Lady K’abel.

Tomb of Maya Queen uncovered in Guatemala
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