
CONTACT BY POST 
ONE BROOKINGS DRIVE #1039
#330 DANFORTH UNIVERSITY CENTER
ST. LOUIS, MO 63130-4899

CONTACT BY EMAIL 
EDITOR@STUDLIFE.COM
NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM
CALENDAR@STUDLIFE.COM

CONTACT BY PHONE
NEWSROOM 314.935.5995 
ADVERTISING 314.935.6713 
FAX 314.935.5938

the independent newspaper of Washington University in St. Louis since 1878

VOLUME 134, NO. 05 WWW.STUDLIFE.COMTHURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2012

Ed Macias to step down after 25 
years as chief academic officer

Washington University holds
on to 14th in national rankings

Washington University 
tops Princeton Review’s
‘Best College Dorms’

After 25 
years of  
serving as 
Washington 
University’s 
chief aca-
demic 
officer under 
a number of  
titles, Provost 
Ed Macias 
announced 

that he will be stepping down June 30, 
2013.

Macias, 68, who joined the 
University in 1970 as an assistant pro-
fessor in the Department of Chemistry, 
said he plans to stay heavily involved in 

continuing the University’s growth.
“Sandy Koufax was a left-handed 

pitcher for the Dodgers—he’s now in 
the Hall of Fame—and he left when 
he was in the top of his abilities, and 
I’ve always admired that,” Macias said. 
“I felt it was the right time for me per-
sonally, and…I felt strongly that the 
University is in very good shape—we 
have an excellent leadership team that I 
think will continue our improvement.”

As provost, Macias oversaw all of  
the University’s schools and worked 
directly with Chancellor Wrighton 
to form a vision for Washington 
University’s continued growth.

“I think most undergraduates don’t 
really see what a provost means to the 
University, but the provost is the one 
really responsible to see what direction 
we take from an academic perspective,” 

Assistant Vice Chancellor Rob Wild 
said. “Ed was very involved in con-
tinuing the strong progress we had in 
biology, for example, and really building 
other departments in Arts & Sciences to 
a point of national prominence.”

“Ed is just really good at bringing 
people together around ideas. He’s not 
a very vocal, extroverted leader, but he’s 
very thoughtful,” Wild added.

Beyond his professional talents, Wild 
noted that Macias is an avid sports fan 
and member of the local community, 
frequenting Wash. U. games and still 
taking the Metrolink to work.

“About ten years ago, Ed had the 
opportunity to throw out the first 
pitch at a Cardinals game where the 
University had purchased a large block 

In U.S. News & World Report’s 
Best National Universities rank-
ings for 2012-13, Washington 
University maintained the 14th-
place ranking it held last year.

Some peer institutions expe-
rienced significant downward 
shifts, like California Institute of  
Technology, which dropped from 
a five-way tie for fifth place last 
year to 10th place this year, and 
the University of  Pennsylvania, 
which dropped from the shared 
fifth place to eighth place this 
year. 

Jen Smith, dean of  the College 
of  Arts & Sciences, said that 
although she is pleased with and 
proud of  the rankings released 
Wednesday, they can’t fully 
reflect the Washington University 
experience.

“The things that I really value 
so much about this place are not 
the things that go into the met-
rics that make those rankings. 

It’s about community; it’s about 
interaction. I don’t think those 
rankings show how special we are 
and the aspects of  our educational 
experience that really do make us 
great,” she said.

“I don’t want to say I think 

we’re better than that [ranking], 
but of  course, I do,” she added.

Factors analyzed and included 
in the U.S. News & World Report 
rankings include undergraduate 

Washington University has earned 
high scores on various college rankings 
in past years, but this year the University 
is number one on the Princeton 
Review’s “Best College Dorms” list. 

The Princeton Review compiled the 
rankings by asking 122,000 students 
from 377 colleges, “How do you rate 
the comfort of your campus dorms?” 
in an online survey in 2011 and 2012. 

This dorms ranking, along with 61 
other lists, was published in the 2013 
edition of “The Best 377 Colleges” and 
on the Princeton Review’s website at 
the end of August. 

The 2013 edition also ranks the 
University as fourth on the “These 
Students Love These Colleges” list, fifth 
on “Best Campus Food,” fifth on “Best 
Run Colleges,” and seventh on “Best 
Value Private Colleges.”

Jill Stratton, associate dean of  
students and director of Residential 
Academic Programs, said that the qual-
ity of residential life at the University is 
a combination of both the physical 
attributes of the facilities and the com-
munity dynamics within the residential 
colleges. 

“You spend a lot of time where you 
live, so we wanted to make it about the 
community—make it residential and 
make it fun,” Stratton said. “That is 
really created by the residential advi-
sors, the RCDs [Residential College 
Directors], the faculty.” 

Stratton mentioned that the late 
James McLeod, vice chancellor for 
students, saw the importance of a 
living-learning community and under-
stood that the two components are not 
separate. 

Justin Carroll, associate vice chan-
cellor for students and dean of students, 
worked with McLeod to plan many of  
the changes in University housing in 
recent years.

“Our ranking as No. 1 with 
Princeton Review is really the vision 
of James McLeod. Dean Carroll and I 
carry on [McLeod’s] vision along with 
our colleagues,” Stratton said.

Nicole Williamson, a freshman 
living in a double room in Koenig 
House, is pleased with her housing 
arrangement.

 “I have a really big room. It’s wide 
and long, so there’s a lot of space 
between me and my roommate and a 
lot of space in the middle to do things,” 
she said.  

Williamson did not know about 
the University’s high ranking on last 
year’s best college dorms list when 
she applied, but when she visited 
Washington University she saw that 
the dorms were much better than those 
of another school she visited in the 
Northeast. Williamson said that the 
quality of the dorms was a big factor in 
her decision to attend this school. 

“I think people choose their univer-
sity based on both the academics and 
the quality of life there, and I think 
having great dorms definitely adds to 
Wash. U.’s status as a top university,” 
Williamson said.

Students like Kahan Chavda, a fresh-
man in Lee House, are also content 
with their living arrangements in the 
remaining traditional dorms.

“My dorm is actually kind of nice, 
even though it’s definitely a lot smaller 
than my room at home,” Chavda said. 
“You’re always running into people 
no matter where you are. You can be 
brushing your teeth while catching up 
with one friend, and you can be leav-
ing and find another. Everyone’s really 
close that way.”

Both Williamson and Chavda said 
that the comfort level and social atmo-
sphere have helped them feel more at 
home at the University. 

“Our dorms are very easy to live 
in—I do like that. It makes the tran-
sition from home to college a lot 
easier,” Chavda said. “I’m definitely 
happier here than I would be at any 
other college.” 

The buildings themselves are likely 
not the only factor contributing to 
the number of positive submissions 
made by Washington University stu-
dents last year. Services provided by 
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WOLFGANG GARTNER
TO HEADLINE FALL W.I.L.D.

Wolfgang Gartner will headline this fall’s Walk in Lay Down 
Concert on Oct. 12, Team 31 confirmed Wednesday night.

Gartner, whose actual name is Joey Youngman, is a criti-
cally acclaimed house music producer and DJ from San Luis 
Obispo, Calif. If  you don’t know him by name, you might 
know his pulsing, frenetic song “Illmerica.”

News of  his performance leaked Wednesday afternoon at 
around 3:30 p.m. when Wolfgang Gartner posted a screenshot 
of  his tour schedule poster on Facebook, revealing a concert 
scheduled for Oct. 12, the date of  W.I.L.D., at “Washington 
U.” The picture was also posted on Gartner’s website, but it 
had been removed as of  Wednesday night.

Team 31, the organizers of  W.I.L.D., had planned to 
announce what band would be coming to campus on Sept. 20 
at a Thursday happy hour. While contracts have not yet been 
finalized, the group said they are confident Gartner will be 
coming to campus.

 Gartner was the second act to announce a potential appear-
ance at this year’s fall W.I.L.D. via Facebook. In August, Dale 
and the ZDubs hinted on its Facebook page that it was among 
the bands being considered for the concert, but Team 31 said it 
is not working with the band.

Dale and the ZDubs has since removed its post alluding to a 
Washington University appearance.  

Originally a deep house DJ, Youngman’s Dance DJ/
Producer alter ego, Wolfgang Gartner, was established in 
2008, and he began self-releasing his music through his label, 
Kindergarten. He quickly became famed for his slick electronic 
dance music (EDM) and built his name remixing popular 
house and pop songs as well as producing his own electro  
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THURSDAY 25
MOSTLY SUNNY
85 / 57

FRIDAY 26
MOSTLY SUNNY
75 / 53

SATURDAY 27
MOSTLY SUNNY 
77 / 54 

SUNDAY 28
MOSTLY CLOUDY
82 / 58theflipside

September 11
Larceny:  At 12:33 p.m., a complainant reported 
the theft of bike, valued at $500, from the racks 
on the south side of the Monsanto building. 
Disposition: Pending.

September 10 
Larceny: At 8:31 p.m., a complainant reported 
the theft of both license tabs from her vehicle, 
valued at $7. Disposition: Pending.
Larceny: At 4:49 p.m., a complainant reported 
the theft of bike, valued around $325, from the 
racks on the east end of the McDonnell Hall. 
Disposition: Pending.
Larceny: 1:46 p.m., a complainant reported the 
theft of an unattended MacBook Air laptop, 
valued at $1000, from the break room in 
Whittaker Hall. Disposition: Pending.

September 9 
Larceny: At 5:31 p.m., a complainant reported 
the theft of his student ID, valued at $15, upon 
which several unauthorized transactions had 
been made. Disposition: Pending.

September 8
Assault: At 9:43 p.m., a complainant reported 
witnessing a couple in a heated argument. 
Contact was made with the involved parties 
who had resolved their issues. Disposition: 
Cleared.
Larceny: At 12:05 p.m., a complainant reported 
the theft of a locked mountain bike, valued at 
$50, from the bike racks on the west side of 
Village East. Disposition: Cleared by arrest.

THURSDAY 13
Stressbusters training & event
Bear’s Den, 3 to 7 p.m.
Stressbusters will be holding a training session in 
the Private Dining Room in Bear’s Den from 3-6 
p.m., immediately followed by an hour-long event. 
Students will be able to learn about wellness and 
the organization and give/receive backrubs. 

China Care general body meeting
DUC 276, 6 p.m.
China Care, a club dedicated to raising money 
for Chinese orphans to get the surgeries they 
need, will be holding a general body meeting 
for anyone interested to learn about the 
organization.  The group also sends summer 
volunteers to a partner orphanage in Beijing 
that specializes in orphans with disabilities.

FRIDAY 14
Ervin Scholars Program 25th Anniversary 
Celebration
Graham Chapel, 4 p.m.
Ruby Bridges, who broke the color barrier in New 
Orleans’ public school system in 1960, will deliver 
a speech called “The Power of Our Names, Our 
Stories.” The event is free and open to the public. 

Football Tailgate Party
DUC, Edison Famly Courtyard, 3 to 6 p.m. 
Moved to Friday afternoon, the DUC Football 
Tailgate is a chance to learn about all of the 
athletic events happening throughout the 
weekend. Free food will be available. 

Kemper Art Museum Fall 2012 Opening 
Celebration
Kemper Art Museum, 6 to 8 p.m.
This public reception is an opportunity to 
celebrate and enjoy the Museum’s special 
exhibitions: Design with the Other 90%, CITIES, 
Notations, Contemporary Drawing as Idea and 
Process, and Ways of Seeing the City, all on view 
from September 14 through January 7, 2013. 
The opening is free and open to the public. 

SATURDAY 15
Dedication of McLeod’s Way
Graham Chapel, 11 a.m.
The University will honor the legacy of Jim McLeod 
with a dedication of McLeod’s Way begins at 11 
a.m. in Graham Chapel. Afterward, those attending 
will be invited to process to McLeod’s Way, the path 
from the newly rebuilt Forsyth Underpass to the 
Clock Tower on the South 40, where refreshments 
will be served. 

EVENT
CALENDAR
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BEAT

RANKING FROM PAGE 1
academic reputation, retention rate, 
faculty resources, student selectivity, 
financial resources, graduation rate and 
alumni giving rate.

While Smith noted that the high 
ranking does attract prospective stu-
dents, she pointed to the importance of  
experiencing the campus atmosphere 
firsthand. 

“I’m sure being up there in the rank-
ings is what puts us on people’s radar, 
but what you hear over and over again 
is that it’s once students get on campus 
and visit that they fall in love with a 
place and decide they don’t want to go 
anywhere else,” she said.

While she said that the rankings can 
be helpful in identifying ways in which 
the University stands to improve, Smith 
emphasized that all employees of  the 
University are constantly striving to 
improve, rankings aside. 

 “We’re never not paying attention to 
those things [that go into the rankings].  
...These are just all things that we’re 
constantly working to do better in…for 
the sake of  improving the quality of  the 
education that we’re providing,” Smith 
said.

Director of  Admissions Julie 
Shimabukuro echoed those sentiments.  

“We understand the attention 
that the college rankings receive, but 
Admissions does not talk about or focus 
on these rankings when we meet with 
prospective students and their families.  
We are proud to be considered one of  
the country’s finest universities, but we 
think the most important issue for a 
prospective student is to learn about…
who we are—our great academic pro-
grams, our supportive community, and 
outstanding students and faculty. When 
prospective students learn and focus on 
knowing us, they will then know if  W.U. 
is a good place for them,” Shimabukuro 
wrote in an email to Student Life while 
out of  the country. 

Mark Smith, director of  the Career 
Center, said he refers to the rankings on 
items such as students’ entering creden-
tials when talking with employers who 

are considering a visit to the University. 
“I think the importance of  the rank-

ing is basically just for employers that 
are not as familiar with us, and I think 
most employers are now familiar with 
us, but to kind of  give them an outside 
body showing them that we are really 
a top tier school,” Smith said. “What 
I tell these employers is if  you look at 
entering credentials, our students are 
stronger than most Ivy League schools.”

Sophomore Jon Luskin said he 
looked to the rankings in deciding 
which school to choose from a perspec-
tive of  future job placement. 

“It was important to me that we were 
ranked high, just from the perspective 
of  getting a job,” he said. “In terms 
of  deciding between this and similarly 
ranked schools, both above and below, 
I don’t think the rankings played a big 
factor. I just wanted to know that the 
school that I ended up going to was 
rated high enough that it had respect 
and some degree of  prestige among 
employers.”

It was the atmosphere and the aca-
demics that really drew him here, he 
said. 

Senior Shuran Liang, an interna-
tional student from Toronto, Canada, 
also said that the ratings contributed to 
his choice to matriculate at Washington 
University. 

“Wash. U. wasn’t really on my radar 
initially,” he said. “I was applying to the 
East Coast and West Coast, even down 
into Texas. I actually saw that Wash. U. 
was in the rankings and was like, ‘Hey, 
there’s this really good school in the 
Midwest,’ and it was a decent-sized stu-
dent body.”

With an increase in collegiate com-
petitiveness in recent years and decades,  
Smith said that it is perhaps more diffi-
cult than ever to maintain one’s place in 
national rankings. 

“The big picture has been one of  
climb, on a decade scale, we’ve certainly 
been climbing. And, you know, it gets 
harder and harder,” she said. “It’s like 
trying to maintain a 4.0.”

SUNDAY 16
Department of Music Concert
Ridgely Hall, Holmes Lounge, 3 p.m.
Liederabend, featuring Kyle Erdos-Knapp, 
will be performed in concert, co-sponsored 
by Dept. of Germanic Languages and 
Literatures. The concert is free and open to 
the public, and a reception will follow. 

TKE Fair
South 40 Swamp, 1 to 5 p.m.
TKE will be holding a fair with games, food, 
prizes and amusement to benefit St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital—the cutting-
edge institution founded by a TKE brother. 
There will be an inflatable bungee run, 
game booths and dunk tank with prizes 
including a Trader Joe’s gift bag, Build-
a-Bear bears and gift cards to fantastic 
area restaurants including Pi Pizzeria and 
Cheese-ology.
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DUC 272
Wednesday 9/19 at 6pm

Presented by members of Wash U’s Sexual Assault and Rape Anonymous 
Helpline and open to any members of the Wash U community
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of tickets,” Wild said. “He’s really part 
of the family here, and…I have a feel-
ing, even though he is retiring, we’re still 
going to see him around at basketball 
games and various talks.”

Many University officials and profes-
sors who have been at the school for a 
large stretch of Macias’ tenure said the 
provost will leave a lasting impact. 

“I’ve known him pretty much his 
entire career. And he’s been a good 
friend during that time, and an essen-
tial part of the team that brought the 
University to the international stature 
that it’s achieved in the last 15 years 
or so,” Wayne Fields, Lynne Cooper 
Harvey Distinguished Professor in 
English, said. 

“When I was in charge of American 
Culture Studies and we were building 
that program…he was always both sup-
portive and skeptical, it seemed to me, 
in ways that really forced me to be most 
responsible as I made plans there, and 
also to enjoy and be influenced by the 
give-and-take of what a program like 
that could mean for Arts & Sciences 
more generally,” Fields added.

“I have a great appreciation for his 
values of creating a seamless living 
learning environment, and [what]…
impacts a student’s life all the way 
around,” Jill Carnaghi, dean of cam-
pus life, said. “He never has lost sight of  
the multifaceted lives of undergraduate 
students.”

William Buhro, chair of the 

Department of  
Chemistry, said that 
along with the late 
James McLeod, Macias 
worked to truly sculpt 
the current undergradu-
ate experience at the 
University.

“Washington 
University was still kind 
of making the transi-
tion from a regional 
school to a national 
school, and then of  
course in the years since 
then, it has become 
one of the most recog-
nized, best renowned 
institutions for under-
graduate instruction,” 
Buhro said. “The two 
of them were really a 
team that raised the 
profile of Washington  University 
substantially, in terms of quality and 
recognition of its undergraduate 
teaching program. I would say that’s 
probably his lasting legacy.”

The University has already formed 
a committee to find Macias’ replace-
ment, composed of representatives 
from many of Washington University’s 
divisions, including the School of  
Social Work, the Law School and the 
College of Arts & Sciences.

“I think [we are looking for some-
one with] broad interest in the entire 

university, and the sense that we are all, 
no matter where we are, whether it’s 
engineering or law or wherever, a part 
of the same university, working toward 
common goals and ambitions,” Fields 
said. “And I think that, as we move 
ahead, that’s the most important thing 
for Washington University to be able 
to continue to expand and develop, is 
that sense that we are a community in 
which all these pieces are part of some-
thing larger and complete.

With additional reporting by Sadie 
Smeck

MACIAS FROM PAGE 1

DORMS FROM PAGE 1

Mars Rover Curiosity plans to 
head east in order to gather its first 
measurements, and then it will go to 
Mount Sharp to map out Mars’ geo-
logical history. 

Washington University professor 
Ray Arvidson and third year gradu-
ate student Abigail Fraeman are 
currently working with NASA and 
about 400 scientists to help Curiosity 
complete its mission of evaluating 
the soil and determining whether life 
is sustainable on Mars.

Arvidson is back on campus for 
two weeks to begin teaching before 
he returns to the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Los Angeles to 
continue working while teaching 
remotely.  

“Most NASA employees are 
engineers, so they often pull from 
universities for projects like this,” 
Arvidson said.

While there, Arvidson, Fraeman 
and the other scientists operate 
according to Mars’ schedule.  A 
Mars day is equal to 24 hours and 
39.6 minutes. During Martian 
nights, the scientists make programs 
for Curiosity to execute during the 
morning hours, and by afternoon, 
they get the day’s data reports.

As a member of the Science 
Operations Team, Fraeman has the 
opportunity to share hypotheses and 
have discussions with other scientists 
from around the globe.

“I spend half the time helping the 
Science Team discussions and get-
ting to figure out what data we want 
to collect—so what rocks we want 
to take pictures of, what rocks we 
want to shoot with a laser, which is 
an instrument called ChemCam,” 
Fraeman said.

ChemCam is a built-in feature 
of Curiosity that involves a pro-
cess called remote chemistry.  The 
rover gathers rock powder and soil 
by drilling into the ground, collect-
ing samples and then placing them 
inside itself  for analysis. It also takes 
photographs of Mars’ surface.

“We’re the first people of all the 
humans to see these pictures and 
places of Mars that have never been 
seen before, so that’s pretty amaz-
ing,” Fraeman said.

As Curiosity drives, information 
such as how it’s tilted and how much 
power the wheels need to keep rotat-
ing, is recorded. That information, 
coupled with pictures, lets the sci-
entist know much about the terrain 
of Mars, like how soft the soil is and 
how slippery the rocks are.

“What we’re doing is using the 
whole vehicle as a science instru-
ment,” Arvidson said.  “It’s so big 
and complicated that we’re still 
checking out things, making sure 
everything works.”

The satellites currently in orbit 
above Mars can detect minerals. 
Arvidson is helping NASA direct 
the rover toward minerals of interest 
based on their images.  

Although Curiosity cannot detect 
life, it can see if  Mars possesses 
organic materials or water-bearing 
minerals and can analyze them to 
help reconstruct the past. With this 
data, scientists can address questions 
such as the past pH or even the tem-
perature of the water.

Scientists like Fraeman and 
Arvidson will continue to analyze 
the surface of Mars and the data 
sent back to Earth using the technol-
ogy built into Curiosity in an effort 
to better understand the history and 
makeup of the Red Planet. 

Professor moves to Calif.,
to live on Martian time

the Residential Life Office, like cable, 
Ethernet, dorm access cards, recycling 
bins and housekeeping for all bath-
rooms, also aim to enhance the quality 
of life for students. 

Recent dorm renovations, as well as 
special services like computer labs with 
printers, multipurpose rooms, kitch-
ens, music rooms, furnished common 
spaces and Tempur-Pedic mattresses, 
also likely contributed to the ranking.

A decade ago, the University 
made plans to gradually demolish all 
traditional dorms and build new mod-
ern-style housing in order to enhance 
the residential life experience. 

Since 2004, dorms like Eliot, Liggett, 
Koenig, Mudd, Park, Shepley and 
Umrath Houses have been replaced or 
renovated.

Rubelmann House is now scheduled 
to be demolished in 2014 to complete 

the new Rubelmann/Umrath/South 
40 Residential College. 

Residential Life is also currently 
designing a 600-person apartment 
building in the University City Loop 
area to continue improving the accom-
modations for upperclassmen.

When planning these new buildings 
and renovations, staff in the Residential 
Life Office made sure to keep commu-
nity in mind. 

DAVID HARTSTEIN | STUDENT LIFE ARCHIVES

Ed Macias University Provost Edward Macias, sitting 
next to Chancellor Mark Wrighton, speaks at the 
tuition forum on December 4, 2007. In April 2008, 
Macias left his position as Dean of the College of Arts 
& Sciences to become University Provost; a search 
committee is currently working to find a permenant 
replacement for the Arts & Sciences deanship.
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T
he announced retirement 
of Provost Ed Macias 
provides the University an 
opportunity to reflect on 

recent academic advancements and 
goals for the future. Macias, who has 
fulfilled the duties of provost con-
tinuously since 1988, has worked at 
Washington University since 1970, 
previously as a professor of chemis-
try, followed by appointments such 
as department chair and dean of the 
College of Arts & Sciences. 

The provost is the University’s 
chief academic officer. The deans 
of all seven schools, including Law 
and Medicine, report directly to 
the provost, and he, in turn, reports 
to the chancellor and the board of  
trustees. The office of the provost is 
held accountable for the University’s 
accreditation and improving 
academic standards across all the 
schools. 

Despite his distance from the 
ordinary routines and concerns of  
undergraduates, the decisions of  
Macias and his office have been 
profound. The latest of Macias’ 
amendments most evident to 
upperclassmen is the extended break 
between classes, from seven minutes 
to 10. More significantly, Macias and 
his staff have begun to address and 
correct gender inequity in faculty 
pay. In a report to the Faculty Senate 
Council last May, Macias said there 
has been an increase in the number 

of women appointed to leadership 
roles throughout the University and 
that the pay gap, while still present, 
is closing. Macias was also proud to 
report that in three schools “women 
are paid more than men,” though 
precise details were omitted from the 
minutes. 

While a school of Wash. U.’s cali-
ber will certainly attract a particularly 
high caliber of applicants for the 
position of provost, we should look 
beyond individuals simply qualified 
in one particular subject area. 

Chancellor Wrighton’s State of  
the University address last week 
identified “contributing to the 
University as an academic establish-
ment and community” as a pillar for 
the University’s overarching goals. 
We take this to mean fostering an 
environment in which all domains 
of academia can strive for nonpareil 
instruction and research. Taken fur-
ther, the chancellor’s vision includes 
greater multidisciplinary efforts. 
Consistent with that endeavor, the 
University should consider candi-
dates experienced in collaborating 
with various departments, fields and 
research methods.

The University prides itself on 
interdisciplinary efforts between 
each of its schools, things like 
the Skandalaris Center for 
Entrepreneurial Studies, and it 
should appoint a provost that would 
make efforts like this priorities. The 

College of Arts & Sciences has 
distribution requirements, but those 
must be satisfied within the college 
itself. Washington University has 
some of the strongest programs in 
the country for social work, political 
science and biomedical engineer-
ing, but collaboration between the 
departments is minimal where 
there is any collaboration at all.

Ed Macias did an incred-
ible job spurring the growth 
of Washington University 
and many programs at the 
school, but looking forward, 
we should be looking for 
someone willing and able 
to pull the resources of the 
University as a whole to 
truly expand the education 
offered here. At a school 
like Wash. U., with so many 
different strengths in such a 
diversity of areas, that’s not a 
simple task.

With this in mind, the 
University should consider 
individuals such as Richard Smith, 
current dean of the graduate school 
of the College of Arts 
& Science, or 
Bruce Lindsey, 
the dean of the 
Architecture 
school. Both have 
a strong history of  
fostering collabo-
ration between 

various academic fields, both in 
teaching and in work outside of the 
classroom. And while there’s defi-
nitely something to 
be said for 
find-

ing someone outside the University 
with fresh ideas to contribute, 
appointing someone who has a 
proven record with Wash. U. and 

is willing to fill the role for 25 
years is something we 

shouldn’t look past. 
But whoever 

ultimately fills 
this role will 

have the 
opportu-
nity to 
carry on 
a tradi-
tion of  
excel-
lence, 
and 
make 

gains in 
the area of  

interdis-
ciplinary 

academia. 

NATALIE VILLALON | SENIOR FORUM EDITOR | FORUM@STUDLIFE.COM

FORUM
4 STUDENT LIFE

Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.

OUR VOICE: 
EDITORIAL BOARD

YOUR VOICE:
SUBMISSIONS

OUR WEB 
POLICY

Staff editorials reflect the consensus of our 
editorial board. The editorial board operates 
independently of our newsroom and includes 
members of the senior staff and forum section 
editors.

Editor-in-chief: Michael Tabb
Managing editors: Hannah Lustman, Sahil 
Patel & Davis Sargeant
Senior sports editor: Kurt Rohrbeck

Senior scene editor: Alana Hauser
Senior cadenza editor: Georgie Morvis
Senior forum editor: Natalie Villalon
Forum editors: Matt Curtis & Scott Haber

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2012

STAFF EDITORIAL

J
ust to name a few 
words related to China 
that I have really been 
asked about here on 

campus during the past month: 
human rights, dictating govern-
ment, gaps between the rich 
and the poor, media censor-
ship, one-child policy, floppy 
law and piracy. According to 
Washington Post polls in Feb. 
2012, 54 percent of  the U.S. 
citizens think unfavorably of  
China, contrasting with 37 
percent who think favorably. 
Indeed, as China’s financial 
and political image in the U.S. 
is gaining respect, China’s 
cultural image is going quite the 
opposite way.

U.S. citizens’ negative views 
about China were most prob-
ably shaped by news coverage. 
In recent opinion pieces in 
the New York Times, Chinese 
people’s lives were blatantly 
described as desperate and anx-
ious (“What Keeps the Chinese 
Up at Night,” Sept. 9), and ele-
mentary education about China 
was stated as “patriotic indoc-
trination” (“Indoctrination in 
Hong Kong,” Aug. 1). These 

opinionated articles were usu-
ally op-ed and featured straight 
attacks against China’s regime. 
And regular news, rather than 
providing balanced informa-
tion about China, deepened 

the deviation by reporting only 
neutral and negative news.

How could this happen? 
Writers were opinionated, 
readers were unquestioning 
and no effective opposition 
existed. First, the opinion 
writers on China were usually 
former Chinese nationals who 
failed to get what they wanted 
in China and fled to the U.S. 
An older generation of  writers 

who experienced revolutions 
from 1950s to ’70s set the base 
mood of  criticizing China by 
moving to the U.S., learning 
English and writing memoirs 
and autobiographies. Then, 

newcomers, with resentment 
from failure in China and 
isolation from their cultural 
roots found criticizing and 
blaming the government quite 
handy for relief. Especially, 
then, a China-criticizing 
tradition was established, and 
people could get money and 
fame by writing critiques in 
this “free speech” country 
that loves to be the superhero 

and save downtrodden people 
from abusing governments. In 
this way, opinionated writers 
played as authorities on China 
and formed and expanded the 
stereotypes of  China. Second, 

the whole chain of  opinionated 
news about China was fed by 
people’s reading and accept-
ing it. Although there might 
be a chicken-egg relationship 
between opinionated news 
about China and increment 
of  the U.S.’s hostility toward 
China, the downtrodden image 
of  Chinese people must have 
satisfied something at the bot-
tom of  people’s hearts. There 

was no serious initiative in the 
U.S. to doubt this image or to 
try to correct it. Third, China, 
in the late ’70s, failed to realize 
the importance of  this image 
and left it to grow unopposed. 
When China tried to provide 
correction recently, as seen in 
big-screen propaganda in Times 
Square and significant changes 
in Chinese leaders’ visits to US 
to make them more personal 
and more visible to common 
people, the established image 
was already too deeply rooted 
to be changed by words. Thus, 
to change this image of  China 
to fit reality, the only approach  
would be more action to oppose 
this image from both sides.

That said, Wash. U. is quite 
a different place. Stereotypes 
are loosely held. Open minds 
are constantly reinforced. This 
intellectual profile provides an 
objective view and construc-
tive skepticism. But are we 
transforming this into actions 
that make an impact? Maybe 
through a thoughtfully decided 
vote in the upcoming election. 
Maybe by starting to know 
the real China by a conversa-
tion with a Chinese person. 
Enjoy yourself  during this 
exploration.

Understanding China’s image in the U.S.
FANGZHOU XIAO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

top provostwash. u.’s next

Filling the shoes of a campus mainstay

According to Washing-
ton Post polls in February 
2012, 54% of US citizens 

think unfavorably of China



NATALIE VILLALON | SENIOR FORUM EDITOR | FORUM@STUDLIFE.COM STUDENT LIFE 5

thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down to no more taco 
salad in the DUC after 5 p.m.

Thumbs down to the lighting in 
the Underneath It All exhibit at 
the Missouri History Museum. 
We really wanted a better view.

Thumbs down to U.S. News rank-
ings coming out; the freshman 
15 has us self-conscious enough.

Thumbs up to Wolfgang Gartner 
coming for W.I.L.D. We were 
scared we might get Mike Posner 
again.

Thumbs up to freshmen and 
sophomores running for Student 
Union office.

Thumbs up to the women’s soc-
cer team beating Fontbonne 5-0 
in the Wydown Showdown. Way 
to put those Fontbonnies in their 
place.

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n
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The ivory soapbox: Democratic Hate Machine

T
he “Republican 
Hate Machine” is an 
idea that has been 
floated by liber-

als for more than a decade to 
describe what are perceived as 
slimy, Republican tactics. The 
idea is that a combination of  
right-wing media (we’re looking 
at you, Fox) and Republican 
attack ads unfairly smear 
Democrats on a personal level 
and draw voters’ attention away 
from the issues at hand. In 
the first half  of  the 2000s, for 
example, if  you opposed the 
wars in Iraq or Afghanistan, 
you hated America. More 
recently, politicians and the 
media (still looking at you, 
Fox) have portrayed Obama as 
a socialist Marxist Muslim non-
American citizen. This election 
cycle, however, has shown a 
surprising role reversal. No 
longer are Democrats the 
aggrieved party, and no longer 
is it only the right-wing media 
that is acting controversially.

One need only look at the 
campaign ads of  Mitt Romney 
and President Barack Obama 
for confirmation. On the 
one hand, we see Democrats 
accusing the former governor 

of  Massachusetts of  sending 
jobs overseas, evading 10 years 
of  taxes and hiding vast sums 
of  wealth in offshore bank 
accounts. It is also important 
to remember the attack ad of  
the president’s in which it was 
suggested that Romney, through 
leadership of  Bain Capital, 
had caused the death of  an 
industrial worker’s wife, which 
caused such a cry of  disgust 
from the general public that the 
ad was pulled. There have, of  
course, been legitimate critiques 
of  Romney, or at least as legiti-
mate as a 30-second sound bite 
can be, but a large part of  the 
Democrats’ anti-Romney plat-
form has been built on personal 
attacks.

It is a campaign easily 
contrasted with that of  the ex-
governor in which the charges 
of  socialism, Marxism, place of  
birth and religion are entirely 
absent. Indeed, barring a few 
notable examples—Michelle 
Bachmann and other tea par-
tiers accusing the country’s first 
Muslim congressman (Keith 
Ellison, R-MN) of  having ties 
to the Muslim Brotherhood 
and furthering a conspiracy to 
infiltrate the government comes 
to mind—Republican personal 
attacks have been few and 
far between. Where Senator 

Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-NV) claims anonymous 
Bain insiders have told him 
that Romney hasn’t paid taxes 
in 10 years, House Speaker 
John Boehner (R-OH) attacks 
Obama for not doing enough to 
deal with the impending fiscal 
cliff. And it is important to 
remember that it was Romney’s 
selection of  Rep. Paul Ryan 
(R-OH) as his running mate 
that switched the political 
debate from the former’s tax 
returns to spending cuts and 
dealing with the debt crisis, a 
far more important political 
issue.

Even the traditionally 
coocoo-bananas “news” 
outlet, Fox, has been, surpris-
ingly, taking a more fair and 
balanced approach to the 
election. Gone are many of  the 
insane allegations it was fond 
of  making, and while many 
of  its personalities, such as 
Rush Limbaugh, continue to 
be offensive and asinine, the 
news side of  things has stayed 
much more to the center. In one 
recent and surprising display of  
non-partisanship, the network, 
during coverage of  a speech 
in which Romney addressed 
John Kerry’s (D-MA) allega-
tions that he knew nothing of  
foreign policy, cut coverage 

before the speech concluded, 
though it gave full coverage to 
Clinton’s hugely overtime DNC 
speech. Ratings are, of  course, 
a huge factor, and Fox News is 
still far from reliable, but the 
incident is telling nevertheless. 
By contrast, MSNBC has been 
coming under fire for years 
for its leftist leanings, with 
one NY Times article entitled 
“How MSNBC Became Fox’s 
Liberal Evil Twin.” And during 
the RNC, its pundits, not its 
anchors, covered the event. One 
highlight involved a panel of  
three shouting down Governor 
Scott Walker as he attempted 
to explain his reaction to Paul 
Ryan’s speech.

Many of  my liberal-leaning 
friends justify the Democrats’ 
switch to using personal 
attacks on the grounds that 
Republicans have been doing 
it for years, and that it’s part 
of  the political process. It 
seems to me, though, that this 
is the wrong attitude to take. 
We should want politicians 
who focus on issues, not on 
personal shortcomings, and if  
the Republican Hate Machine 
is capable of  reform, it is my 
hope as a registered Democrat 
that the my party will abandon 
its newfound love of  personal 
mud-slinging.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Re: Wind 
power

To the editor:
Wind power is a key component 

to a healthy, prosperous Missouri. 
Wind energy not only provides a 
viable source of  clean power but 
also ensures long-term economic 
opportunities that can give us the 
local jobs and financial support our 
state needs. 

Wind turbine installation in 
Missouri has tripled from 2009 to 
2010. With wind energy produc-
tion and manufacturing already in 
place, Missouri is on the path to a 
clean, sustainable future. However, 
Congressional leaders like Senator 
McCaskill must extend the renew-
able energy production tax credit 
(PTC) before it expires at the end 
of  this year to protect the economic 
and environmental future of  our 
state. 

These tax credits support 
American jobs and local busi-
nesses. By extending these credits 
and harnessing Missouri’s wind 
power, we can ensure the health, 
wellbeing and prosperity of  our 
families and neighbors. 

Sincerely,
Sara Molinsky

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

MATT CURTIS
FORUM EDITOR

ANDREW CATANESE | STUDENT LIFE
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Dave Matthews Band 
released its newest album 
“Away from the World” this 
past Tuesday. Although the 

band stays true to its original, 
jazzy rock on this album, 
many of the songs show-
case a new side. There are 
mature words of wisdom as 
Matthews encourages us to 
have faith in ourselves. The 
lyrics can be a bit mawkish, 
but because of the band’s 
success in keeping with its 
fresh, unconventional sound 
and epic instrumentals, the 
sappy words don’t compro-
mise the album’s brilliance.

The “Away from the 
World” cover features 
Matthews’ own artwork, 
inspired by the theme of  
loneliness in a new song, 
“The Riff.” This prog-rock-
ish song starts off  somber 
with soft acoustic guitar and 
Matthews gently begging 
“please don’t leave me here, 
sitting in a box away from 
the world out there” but 
becomes hopeful with the 
classic DMB explosion of  
blasting horns, electric guitar 

and violin by the end. 
Although bearing new 

members (saxophonist 
LeRoi Moore passed away 
in 2008 and was replaced 
by Jeff  Coffin) and a more 
mature outlook, the band 
has kept most of its tradi-
tions. It certainly left room 
for solo instrumentals, 
setting the stage for its 
well-known jam-outs in live 
performances in songs like 
“Drunken Soldier,” which is 
the longest song DMB has 
ever recorded at 9:46. Being 
both the quietest and the 
loudest song on the album, it 
ranges from hard rock to soft 
jazz. The words aren’t intro-
duced until three minutes in, 
but it’s worth the wait. 

Whether or not you’re 
a steadfast fan, Dave 
Matthews will surprise and 
please you with his new 
contemplative moods and 
ingenious sounds in “Away 
from the World.”

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Away from the 
World’ by Dave 
Matthews Band

for fans of
Jack Johnson

singles to download
‘The Riff,’ ‘If Only,’ ‘Sweet’

DANIELLE LEVENTHAL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When The xx, a British 
trio comprised of  Romy 
Madley Croft, Oliver Sim 
and Jamie xx, debuted its 
first album, it captured the 
modern state of  heartbreak 
so incredibly that the trio 
became instant members 
of  the indie canon. Not 
everyone was a fan, but The 
xx seems to have doubled 
down on the criticism being 
“too quiet” of  a band as 
very little has changed from 

its 2009 debut. Even the 
album art is just a differ-
ent version of  the “X” 
from their debut. The most 
surprising thing about the 
album is that it has a song 
longer than three minutes. 

The familiar notes of  
heartbreak, along with 
Jamie xx’s signature pro-
duction that utilizes white 
noise and pulsating beats, 
are still there. He even 
throws in a steel drum, an 
instrument that he used so 
memorably in his produc-
tion of  Drake’s smash hit 
“Take Care.” 

The band seems more 
together on this album, clev-
erly titled “Coexist,” than 
ever. While its first album 
was about the arrival of  a 
completely new sound, it 
has refined and harmonized 
each song to accentuate not 
only the brilliant produc-
tion, but the vocals and 
songwriting as well. 

While “Coexist” is the 
type of  album that should 
be digested as a whole 
(or really, it should digest 
you)—as the songs comple-
ment each other more than 
in most contemporary 
music—there are still a few 
standouts. Lead single and 
album opener “Angels” is 

sung almost completely by 
Croft, but she imbues each 
refrain of  “being as in love 
with you as I am” with 
so much longing that it is 
hard to argue against that 
decision. 

“Sunset” is a poignant 
meditation on seeing 
someone you used to love, 
with the production show-
casing the delicate duet 
between Croft and Sim. The 
songwriting here is among 
the best the group has ever 
done. 

But the most heart-
breaking (and who does 
heartbreak better than The 
xx?) is “Unfold,” which 
can leave even the most 
upbeat listener in a state of  
perpetual depression. The 
production of  the song uses 
echoes and near-silence to 
envelop the listeners in an 
ocean of  melancholy as 
they slowly realize that the 
broken relationship may 
have been completely imag-
ined by the singer. 

Perhaps on its next 
album, The xx will explore 
new sounds. I am perfectly 
content with it simply 
putting new spins on its 
familiar brilliance, and 
“Coexist” is a sublime 
example of  that brilliance.

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Coexist’ by 
The xx

for fans of
Bon Iver, Lykke Li

singles to download
‘Unfold,’ ‘Sunset,’ ‘Angels’

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

Welcome to A cappella 101, a 
new feature in Cadenza in which 
we get to know one of  the many a 
cappella groups on campus.

The Pikers have been 
gracing our ears with songs 
and our eyes with shenani-
gans since 1985. One of two 
all-male a cappella groups 
at Wash. U., The Pikers are 
known for their quirky and 
humorous performances, their 
clever and sexual innuendo-
filled advertisements, and their 
obviously strong vocals. 

“What The Pikers strive 
to be is sort of a walking 
contradiction,” senior Adam 
Trebach, prime minister (or 
president) of The Pikers, 
explained. “We want to be 
completely irreverent and 
make it clear to everyone 
that we sort of don’t care for 
propriety or decorum. But at 
the same time we work really, 
really hard at what we do.”

And The Pikers’ per-
formances embody that 
objective: they are fun and 
filled with energy. They try 
not to take themselves too 
seriously, but simultaneously, 
they are serious about what 
they do. Every year they spend 
hours preparing for their 
annual concert, “Jammin’ 
Toast,” which includes both 
their vocal arrangements, 
amusing choreography and a 
pre-recorded comedic piece 
that demonstrates the hilarity 
so often associated with the 
group.

Although “Jammin’ Toast” 
is still months away (mark off  

Friday, Jan. 18 and Saturday, 
Jan. 19 on your calendars for 
this year’s concert), The Pikers 
are in no way dormant. Just 
last weekend, they performed 
at Ursa’s Fireside for a Sept. 
11 Memorial, and they have 
a number of gigs coming 
up including a performance 
for perspective students over 
Discovery Weekend.   

All of those performances 
require a great deal of prepara-
tion. Every week, the group 
meets for somewhere around 
six hours—but to the group, 
that time can be extremely 
relaxing and a break from the 
usual intensity of school. 

“I feel like I never dread 
coming to practice, even if I’m 
really busy, no matter how 
much work I have,” noted 
senior Zachary Gale, minister 
of money (or treasurer). “It’s 
a two-hour block that I know 
I’m going to love, that I know 
is going to be a lot of fun.” 

It takes a while to learn 
every one of the 12 to 20 new 
songs in The Pikers’ repertoire 
each year—this year songs 
include “Little Lion Man” 
by Mumford and Sons and 
“Tonight (Best You Ever 
Had)” by John Legend. And, 
although they may sometimes 
get off task during rehearsals, 
they work especially hard 
at the beginning of the fall 
semester and the months 
leading up to “Jammin Toast” 
to ensure they’re thoroughly 
prepared for each song. 

When they’re not perform-
ing concerts on campus, The 
Pikers can be found both in 
St. Louis and in other places 
in the U.S. Their off-campus 

performances include travel-
ling and performing for a 
fall break trip (last year to 
Madison, Wisc.), singing at a 
nursing home in the St. Louis 
area and performing at various 
other venues in and around St. 
Louis.

It’s not only vocals that go 
into a Pikers performance but 
also choreography and pres-
ence—both things that make 
the group unique. 

“What sets us apart is our 
showmanship,” junior David 
Binstock, minister of Puerto 
Rico (public relations) for 
The Pikers, said. “We make it 
more performance-based than 
most other groups.” 

Not only can we expect the 
usual ugly ties, mismatched 
shirts, and jeans or khakis 
signaling The Pikers this year, 
we can also expect a change: 
white blazers (a defining fea-
ture of The Pikers back when 
they were the original Wash. 
U. a capella group). 

The variety yet uniformity 
of Pikers attire truly embodies 
the dissimilarities within the 
group.  All of the 16 members 
(one additional member will 
return from a semester abroad 
in the spring) are involved 
in different groups and 
have various commitments 
around campus, ensuring The 
Pikers’ diversity and assorted 
strengths.

“I love music and I love 
having a place to explore 
music with other people,” 
Binstock explained about 
what really brings the group 
together. “[I love to] hang out 
with a group of fun people 
and enjoy the music together.”

A cappella 101: The Pikers, 
tomfoolery in time to music
ALIEZA SCHVIMER 
TV EDITOR
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Phillip Seymour Hoffman
Arguably the most versatile 

actor working today, Hoffman’s 
range is nothing short of  
astounding. Equally adept in 
comedic (“Boogie Nights,” “The 
Big Lebowski”) and dramatic 
(“Capote,” “Magnolia”) roles, 
Hoffman is an actor’s actor, a 
chameleon capable of  losing 
himself  in just about any charac-
ter imaginable. Such versatility 
is perfectly suited for the wide 
range of  skits in each episode of  

“SNL.” He would also lend 
some much needed, albeit 
temporary, gravitas to a cast 
that just lost its most talented 
member in Kristen Wiig. Most 
importantly, he would have no 
trouble avoiding those awkward, 
the-host-doesn’t-belong-in-this-
skit-but-we-put-him-in-anyway-
because-we-have-to moments 
that have plagued “SNL”’s less 
gifted (see Michael Phelps) 
hosts. –Mark Matousek
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Without Kristin Wiig and Andy Samberg, it’s hard to imagine what 
“Saturday Night Live” will be like when it airs its season premiere on Saturday, 
Sept. 15, with host Seth MacFarlane. Thankfully, “SNL” announced on 
Tuesday that one day each month they will be opening up their Facebook page 
and Twitter feed to viewers’ host and musical guest suggestions. So, taking the 
lead from “SNL” itself, Cadenza came up with our very own dream hosts. 

The ‘SNL’ Dream Team: Hosts we want for the 37th season

Jason Bateman
Jason Bateman will be hosting 

in early 2013 after season four 
of  “Arrested Development” 
is released to Netflix—I can 
just feel it (or at least hope 
for it really badly). He’s only 
hosted once before, during his 
initial hey-day on “Arrested 
Development,” so it’s only fit-
ting that he should come back 
strong for the show. Back in 
2005, Bateman made a plea with 
the audience to watch “Arrested 
Development,” with Amy 
Poehler at his side. Now, almost 
eight years later, I expect him to 
use his monologue to thank the 
audience for staying with him 
all this time. And when—not 
if—Bateman returns, I want 
an “‘Arrested Development’: 
Where are they now?” sketch. 
Bateman will play the future 
75-year-old Michael Bluth who 
is trapped in the model home, 

which has been transported into 
outer space. In the sketch, Gob 
will be riding a hovercraft-seg-
way, Lindsay will look exactly 
like her mother, and Buster will 
be a soldier accidentally placed 
on the side of  the aliens—noth-
ing will have changed. –Alieza 
Schvimer

Bill Clinton
Fresh off  his triumphant speech 

at the Democratic National 
Convention, there is no one better 
to host “Saturday Night Live” 
than good ol’ Bill. In addition to 
acting as the musical guest—he 
would play his saxophone—
Clinton could use the opening 
monologue to once again speak to 
a large Democratic audience that 
supports President Barack Obama 
about why they should continue to 
support the president. 

Clinton is very receptive to 
comedy and was featured in a 
2011 Funny or Die video that 
also included former “SNL” 
cast member Kristen Wiig and 
Ben Stiller as well as funnyman 
Jack Black. Even though Clinton 
appears to be an obvious choice, it 
may seem impossible for someone 

who was elected president of  the 
United States to be willing and 
able to host “SNL.” However, Al 
Gore was nominated for president 

in 2000 and then took the “SNL” 
stage just two years later, so any-
thing can happen. –Brian Benton 

Donald Glover
Aside from Joel McHale, 

Glover is arguably one of  the 
best-known stars from the 
uproariously funny cast of  
NBC’s “Community.” His turn 
as Troy Barnes, the (rather 

air-headed) high school-
quarterback-turned-dropout, 
consistently has some of  the 
best one liners and gags on 
the show, delivered superbly 
through Glover’s expressive style 
and comedic timing, skills that 
would translate well to being 
an “SNL” host. Aside from his 
primetime acting credentials, 
Glover served as a writer for 
the critically acclaimed comedy 
“30 Rock” for three years and 
received a Writers Guild of  
America Award for his work on 
the show. The point is, this guy 
is actually funny (something 
that’s been lacking in hosts as 
of  late). Moreover, he could do 
his monologue as rap alter ego 
Childish Gambino, who took 
the festival circuit by storm this 
summer, and we might at last 
have an episode of  “SNL” that’s 
entertaining from start to finish. 
–Kayla Hollenbaugh

Ryan Gosling
Being chosen to host “SNL” is 

a pretty big deal; it requires you 
doing something pretty special 

in your field. So if  you are an 
actor, being in a couple of  star-
ring roles in well-received movies 
like “Drive” and “The Ides of  
March” would seem like a good 
start. Apparently not for Ryan 
Gosling. Basically the only thing 
he didn’t do in 2011 was host 
“SNL.” He’s an incredible actor 
who showed he can be funny in 
“Crazy, Stupid, Love.” Plus, he’s 
incredibly attractive. Basically, 
SNL has dropped the ball by not 
having him host yet. All hope is 
not lost, though. In January his 
next big film, “Gangster Squad,” 
comes out, which has him paired 
up with Emma Stone again, so 
if  we are really lucky we will get 
both of  them! –Trevor Leuzinger

Anne Hathaway
The last time she hosted was 

in 2010, so it’s definitely time for 
Anne Hathaway to make her third 
appearance as host of “SNL.” We 
know she’s the perfect “SNL” host 
from her spot-on impersonation 
of Katie Holmes on “The Miley 
Cyrus Show.” Hathaway deserves to 
be in the spotlight even more these 
days because of her humorous and 
fierce role in this summer’s “The 
Dark Knight Rises.” Plus, with “Les 

Misérables” coming out Christmas 
Day, she’d be a perfect and relevant 
“SNL” Christmas Special host. 
Basically, it’s inevitable for her to 
host this 
year, so I’ll 
just say I 
can’t wait 
to see her 
in a musi-
cal sketch 
where 
she plays 

Catwoman. This time, she will be in 
competition with a real live cat for 
the very last morsel of catnip! –Alieza 
Schvimer

Tim Heidecker and Eric Wareheim
Heidecker and Wareheim, the 

demented geniuses behind “Tim 
and Eric Awesome Show, Great 
Job!,” spent the show’s five seasons 
creating some of the most absurd, 
nonsensical and downright hilari-
ous sketch comedy I’ve ever seen, 
completely outclassing “SNL”’s 
tepid writers in the process. They 
play their public-access-TV-meets-
bad-acid-trip style completely 
straight, which would prove a 
perfect counter to “SNL”’s grating 
self-awareness (I’m looking at you, 
Bobby Moynihan). Their presence 
would ensure that, for at least one 

week, we would be spared from 
lazy, somewhat topical jokes and 
half-baked celebrity impersonations 
in favor of some good old-fashioned 
insanity. And maybe, just maybe, 

“SNL”’s writers would learn a thing 
or two about risk taking…OK, 
probably not, but we’d get one hell 
of an episode. –Mark Matousek 

LeBron James
“SNL” doesn’t generally have 

many athletes host, but if  they 
do, they probably just won a 
championship or something. 
Check and mate. The King is 
reigning over basketball courts 
worldwide (see 2012 Olympics), 
coming off  his first NBA Finals 
victory, and, oh yeah, the best 
player in the world right now. 
He hosted back in 2007, but it’s 
probably time to get him back 
onstage. He would probably 
wear funny clothes—check out 
his post-game interviews—
which is a plus. And he’s a 
team player, which is perfect for 
sketch-based comedy; he just 
makes everyone around him better. –Trevor Leuzinger

Mindy Kaling
With her promising new comedy 

“The Mindy Project” premiering 
Sept. 25, Mindy Kaling is sure to 
attract lots of  attention this fall. 
What better way to show this oft-
overlooked comedienne a little love 
than with a hosting gig on “SNL”? 
There’s no question that Kaling is 
worthy of  the honor—aside from 
writing, producing and starring in 

her latest project, Kaling is also 
wrapping up a nine-year tenure 
on “The Office,” which should 
provide plenty of  fodder for a great 
opening monologue. It’s not clear 
whether Kaling has any celebrity 
impressions up her sleeve, but her 
past performances have made it 
clear that she’s hilarious enough 
just being her charming self.
–Katharine Jaruzelski

Ryan Lochte
If  you didn’t get enough of  

Ryan Lochte in London, imagine 
the prospects of  the chiseled 
swimmer hosting his own “SNL” 
episode. Based on his interview-
ing prowess (or complete and 
total lack thereof), one cannot 
fathom what Ryan would accom-
plish running an entire show 
where he would have to deliver a 
monologue for more than a few 
seconds. Perhaps viewers could 
even make drinking games out of  
each time he uttered his patented 
“Jeah.” Maybe he’ll even use 
the show as a platform to launch 
his designer clothing line. While 
Lochte may have failed to meet 

expectations by returning from 
London with only two gold med-
als, I guarantee he will redeem 

himself  by hosting one of  the 
best episodes ever of  “SNL.” –
Ian Lever
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They’re extremely cute and 
might one day rule the enter-
tainment industry, but which 
one is the greatest? Fresh 
off the news that one of the 
Jolie-Pitt children (Vivienne, 
who sadly did not make this 
list) has been cast in a movie 
and the satirical “Suri Cruise’s 
Burn Book” being published, 
one question needs to be 
answered: which celebrity off-
spring reigns supreme? Here 
are Cadenza’s top 10 celebrity 
children—and unfortunately, 
no, that’s not a reality show in 
the making (at least not yet).

10. Harlow Madden, age 4
This adorable child starts our 
list because of her incredibly 
cute curls (alliteration much?) 
and her reforming effect on 
her mother, Nicole Ritchie. 
Given both of her parents’ 
tumultuous past, Harlow is 
certain to be a tabloid regular 

in upcoming decades. Let’s 
just hope she doesn’t become 
best friends with Paris Hilton’s 
future progeny.

9. Violet Affleck, 6 years old
Aside from bearing an 

uncanny resemblance to 
mom Jennifer Garner, Violet 
Affleck is probably the most 
“normal” celebrity child 
on the list. In addition to 
frequently being seen running 
errands with her mother, 
Violet has made an important 
addition to her wardrobe: 
glasses. She’s growing up so 
quickly.

8. Moses Martin, age 6
Moses makes our list 

simply because his name is 
Moses—and because he is 
the child of Oscar-winner 
Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Coldplay frontman Chris 
Martin. With his beautiful 
blonde hair and (hopefully) 
his dad’s musical chops, 
Moses will probably be 

making headlines in seven to 
10 years.

7. Harper Beckham, age 1
Although it was fierce com-

petition within the Beckham 
family as to who would make 
the list, Harper was victori-
ous for the simple reason that 
she is the first girl and will 
therefore inherit her mother’s 
“posh” style (pun-fully 
and shamelessly intended). 
Although Harper only 
recently took her first steps, 
we are sure her soccer-star dad 
David Beckham will have her 
out on the field in no time.

6. Sean Federline, age 6
It’s okay, Sean. We 

forgive you for having Kevin 
Federline as a father. Born 
during Britney Spears’ “off” 
years, Sean is known mostly 
for once sitting on Britney’s 
lap while she was driv-
ing. Even though Britney 
and Kevin have matured 
through the whole kid-raising 

experience, we pray for the 
adorable Sean. In an interview 
last February, Federline stated 
that he plans to keeps his kids 
grounded by having them 
work at McDonald’s. Because 
that is an obvious and 
logical way to keep children 
grounded.

5. Kingston Rossdale, age 6
One of the only boys 

to make the list, Kingston 
is already following in his 
famous mother’s (Gwen 
Stefani) footsteps. Recently 
seen sporting blue hair in New 
York City, this spunky kid is 
brother to Zuma, 3.

4. Willow Smith, age 11
Not only does this preteen 

know how to “Whip [Her] 
Hair,” she is also an accom-
plished actress, having played 
roles in “I Am Legend” and 
“Kit Kittredge: An American 
Girl.” Willow has every-
thing it takes to make it in 
Hollywood: connections, 

money, an eclectic style and 
a (allegedly) Scientologist 
upbringing. Fun fact: Willow 
was born on Halloween. I 
wonder what she dresses up as 
every year…

3. Blue Ivy Carter, age 8 mo.
I give special attention 

to any celebrity child with 
Houston roots. But regardless 
of her mother’s hometown, 
Blue Ivy Carter makes our 
list because her hip-hop 
royalty parents are already in 
the process of trademarking 
her name. According to US 
Weekly, Jay-Z and Beyoncé 
plan to use the name Blue 
Ivy to market a line of baby 
products. She also was the 
youngest person to appear on 
a Billboard chart. All before 
her first birthday.  
2. Suri Cruise, age 6

Based on the strength 
of her “Burn Book,” Suri 
Cruise should be number 
one. Unfortunately she is not 
the author of the book—that 

belongs to Allie Hagan, who 
also operates a blog with 
the same title. Anyhow, Suri 
Cruise deserves credit for 
having a better wardrobe at 
age 6 than I do at age 19. And 
for tolerating Tom Cruise as a 
father. And for getting through 
her parents’ much publicized 
divorce. Let’s just hope she is 
able to survive the next step 
in her journey to becoming a 
true fashionista: elementary 
school in the Big Apple.

1. Shiloh Jolie-Pitt, age 6
Any baby in the Brangelina 

clan is immediately thrust into 
the spotlight, but Shiloh gets 
special attention because she 
was the “original” biological 
offspring. Whether for her 
boyish style or angelic face, 
Shiloh is the one to watch in 
her multicultural broad. But 
still pay attention to Maddox, 
Zahara, Pax, Vivienne and 
Knox—come on, they are the 
most beautiful/talked-about 
family out there.  

Top 10 celebrity children

house tracks with elements 
of  dubstep, a style some 
dubbed “complextro.”

In 2010, Gartner was 
nominated for a Grammy 
in the Best Remixed 
Recording (Non-Classical) 
category for his remixing 
of  Andy Caldwell’s “Funk 
Nasty”.

After signing on to Ultra 
Records in 2010, Gartner 
released his first full-
length album, “Weekend 
in America,” in 2011, 
introducing a new hip-hop 
influence into his musical 
style, collaborating with 
artists and rappers like 
Eve, Omarian, will.i.am 
and Cam’ron. The album 
made a big impact on the 

electronic music world and 
managed to reach No. 2 on 
the iTunes Dance Chart.

Naturally, as an EDM 
producer, Gartner is no 
stranger to showcasing his 
music.  He has been quoted 
as saying that everything he 
makes is designed for a live 
show, a skill which he has 
perfected not only on the 
festival circuit (Sasquatch, 
Electronic Daisy Carnival, 
Coachella, and more) 
but also in many of  the 
world’s legendary dance 
clubs, such as Ibiza’s Pacha 
or London’s Ministry of  
Sound. 

Many students said they 
are looking forward to 
him bringing his music to 

Brookings Quadrangle.
“He’s very energetic, very 

into it...you’ll be dancing 
the entire time; everyone 
should be enjoying them-
selves. He certainly controls 
the crowd very well,” said 
senior Matt Bisgyer, who 
saw Gartner perform two 
years ago at Europe Night 
Club before summer break.

“Everyone I’ve talked 
to is extremely excited,” 
Bisgyer added. “I think he’ll 
be the best [headliner] since 
Passion Pit.”

“Although I didn’t ini-
tially recognize his name, 
his music sounded pretty 
familiar after looking it up, 
and although he may not 
be as well known as Mike 
Posner, I think his style 
will be pretty good and fun 
for a fall W.I.L.D.,” senior 
Mamatha Challa said.

Not all students though 
were quite as enthusiastic.

“Honestly, I have no idea 
who he is, what kind of  
music he plays, or anything 
really,” junior Kyle Martin-
Patterson said. “I’d like to 
have people I’ve heard of.”

With additional reporting 
by Sahil Patel and Michael 
Tabb.

W.I.L.D. FROM PAGE 1

ELENA BELL
CADENZA REPORTER

PRESCOTT FOLAND | FLICKR CREATIVE COMMONS

WOLFGANG GARTNER VIA FACEBOOK
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ACROSS
1 Eugene O’Neill

character?
11 Without gaps in

coverage
15 Orbital position

nearest the sun
16 Capture, in a

way
17 Commercial

identifiers
18 “The Tourist”

author
Steinhauer

19 Run like the wind,
e.g.

20 More than
equaling

22 Strike setting
23 Confused
26 Oldies syllable
27 “M*A*S*H”

dramatic device
30 Graphic

designer’s deg.
33 Spurious
34 King Faisal’s

brother
35 Poet’s liberty
39 Passing

remarks?
40 “__ Plays Fats”

(1955 jazz LP)
41 R.I.’s Sheldon

Whitehouse, e.g.
42 Left nothing in the

tank
46 Brown, for one
47 Paul or Lloyd of

Cooperstown
48 Hebrew letter

before shin
51 Mythical Aegean

Sea dweller
53 Short drop-off?
55 Farm hauler
56 Not blown up
60 Bone: Pref.
61 Cleese role in

“Monty Python’s
The Meaning of
Life”

62 Work on a bed
63 Picasso medium

DOWN
1 Complex gp.
2 Thin ice, say
3 Slangy

advertising suffix
4 Short stretch of

track

5 Air Canada
Centre team,
informally

6 Peace Nobelist
Cassin

7 Ipanema
greeting

8 Milne’s “Mr. __
Passes By”

9 Earth mover
10 Results
11 Overlying
12 Curse 

repellers
13 Realtor’s come-

on
14 Where gravel

may represent
water

21 Tuba note
23 NASCAR Hall of

Famer Bobby
24 How most maps

are drawn
25 Bake
28 Map coordinate:

Abbr.
29 Exhaust
30 Balcony

alternative
31 Like playing

tennis with the
net down, to
Robert Frost

32 “Be that as it
may ...”

36 Novel
conclusion?

37 Frankfurter’s
pronoun

38 Bach hymn
arrangements

43 Four-yr. conflict
44 Tried it
45 Doesn’t quite

reveal
49 Marsh bird

50 Light golden
brown

52 Watched
53 “Flashdance ...

What a Feeling”
lyricist

54 Head of a PIN?:
Abbr.

57 Dernier __
58 Shop sign word

after open, maybe
59 One stationed at

a base
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Before May 21, 2012, 
the top-ranked Amherst 
College men’s tennis 
team—the defending 
national champion—had 
gone its entire 2011-12 
campaign without getting 
swept in doubles by another 
Division III program.

The Washington 
University men’s tennis 
team changed that and 
picked up its biggest win 
since its national champi-
onship victory in 2008.

“We came into that 
match with more energy 
than I’ve ever seen on this 
team before,” said senior 
Gary Parizher about the 
5-3 win over Amherst. 
“We kind of  yelled our 
opponents off  the court. 
We came out fired up, and 
Amherst came out flat 
against the wrong team.”

The NCAA quarterfinal 
win, which was the Bears’ 
final of  the season (they 
finished in fourth place at 
the tournament after losing 
in the semifinals and third 
place match), came at the 
end of  a very impressive 
run of  matches that began 
after the team’s spring 
break trip to California, 
where they lost three of  
five matches. In the two 
months between that trip 
to California and the 
match against Amherst, 

the Bears only lost one out 
of  13 matches, a run that 
helped them reach their 
fifth straight NCAA Final 
Four.

“The spring break trip 
demonstrated to us what 
we lacked,” Parizher said. 
“I think, up to that point, 
we were relying a little 
more on our talent and less 
on our work ethic. After 
spring break, we really 
got more to work on our 
fitness and physical prepa-
ration, and I think that’s 
what contributed to our 
good run.”

If  that late-season and 
postseason excellence 
wasn’t exciting enough, 
here’s something else to 
think about: all seven 
members of  the team’s 
postseason lineup last May 
are back on the team this 
year.

That kind of  continu-
ity can help push the team 
even further.

“You mature so much 
every year you’re in col-
lege tennis, so to be able 
to bring back all those 
guys who now have expe-
rience at really tough 
national events—it’s really 
invaluable,” senior Adam 
Putterman said. “It’s going 
to give us a big edge.”

Leading the way 
is Adam Putterman, 
who reached the quar-
terfinals in individual 
championships and was a 

powerhouse at the team’s 
top singles spot with a 19-4 
record in 2011-12. He also 
pairs with sophomore Ross 
Putterman to form the top 
doubles pairing, and they 
posted a 17-8 record.

“Adam had a very com-
parable [to] John Watts 
season at No. 1 singles,” 
head coach Roger Follmer 
said, referring to the 
2010 NCAA Individual 
National champion. “And 
that’s not easy to do 
because everyone’s gun-
ning for you when you’re 
in the top spot, when 
you’ve got a high rank-
ing…and he held that the 
whole year.”

The rest of  the singles 
lineup remained fairly 
consistent last year as 
well. Parizher, Ross 
Putterman, senior Kareem 
Farah, sophomore Parker 
Chang and junior Tim 
Noack took the majority 
of  the matches at the No. 
2 through No. 6 singles 
spots, respectively, and all 
posted a positive winning 
percentage at their spots.

“I think we have argu-
ably one of  the deepest 
teams in the country,” 
Adam Putterman said. 
“Everyone on our team 
can play, and we have a 
bunch of  guys who have 
the experience as well.”

The doubles teams 
beyond Putterman/
Putterman (no relation, 

by the way) changed a bit 
more, but the most com-
mon pairings were Farah 
and Chang at No. 2 dou-
bles and Parizher with 
junior Jeffrey Hirsh at the 
No. 3 pairing.

Those teams, though, 
will likely be tinkered with 
during the season.

“We kind of  work to 
balance the players out,” 
Parizher said. “We [will] 
kind of  have one guy 
who’s a little bit more 
consistent, not quite as 
flashy, and then we’ll have 
another guy who’s a little 
bit more flashy and comes 
up with big shots, and 
they can complement each 

other that way. Coach will 
set that up, and the team 
usually agrees with him.”

The returning Final 
Four team has all of  its 
mainstays from last season 
in place and is anchored 
by the senior leadership of  
Adam Putterman, Farah 
and Parizher—three play-
ers who, according to 
Follmer, are hungry to win 
big this year.

“None of  them have 
won anything yet, to be 
honest with you,” Follmer 
said. “They’ve been great, 
but none of  them have 
won conference—none 
of  them have won a team 
title—and I think they 

want it. They’ve been sec-
ond in conference three 
years in a row. Do you 
think they want to do that 
four years in a row? I don’t 
think they do.”

The students didn’t 
argue.

 “We have the experi-
ence, the depth, the youth 
to really go through and 
leave a lasting legacy this 
year,” Adam Putterman 
said.

The season begins on 
Friday at Washington 
University at the Lynn 
Imergoot Invitational, 
which will run through 
Sunday.

Great spring, landmark win lead Bears into promising 2012-13 season

BEN GOTTESDIENER | STUDENT LIFE

Senior Adam Putterman (left) greets sophomore doubles partner Ross Putterman with a fist-bump 
after the pair won a point during their 8-5 victory at No. 1 doubles against Division II No. 19 Drury Uni-
versity on Feb. 16. The pair, who reached the Sweet 16 at the 2012 NCAA Division III Men’s Tennis 
Championships in May, expect more big things from themselves and the Bears this season.

KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR



As you enter Associate 
Professor of  Psychology Jan 
Duchek’s office, the framed 
teaching certificate on the 
wall displays a list of  grades:

Elementary Agriculture: 
99%
Orthography and Writing: 
94%
Arithmetic: 79%

If  this sounds like an odd 
certificate for a university 
professor to receive, it’s 
because this is a first-grade 
teaching certificate. And it 
wasn’t presented to Duchek 
but rather to her grand-
mother in 1918. 

“It reminds me that I 
come from a generation 
of  teachers,” Duchek said. 
“Think about it, this was 
a woman back in 1918. 
Women didn’t go to college 
back in 1918, and there’s 
my dear grandmother who 
went to college and got her 
teacher’s certificate in the 
state of  Iowa.”

Following in her 
grandmother’s footsteps, 
Duchek began teaching at 
Washington University in 
1985. However, her encoun-
ters with St. Louis date back 

much earlier. She completed 
her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology at the University 
of  Missouri in St. Louis 
(UMSL), where she met her 
husband Dave Balota, who 
also teaches psychology at 
Wash. U. 

“It’s a common story,” 
Duchek said. “When you 
are young and you are in 
school and you’re pursuing 
these educational goals, you 
meet people with similar 
sorts of  goals so you end up 
together.”

“I don’t know if  Dave 
would agree, but I think 
it has worked remarkably 
well,” Duchek joked about 
teaching and collaborat-
ing on research with her 
husband. “It makes your 
work very efficient because 
you are always with that per-
son. Rather than having a 
meeting the next day about 
something, you can just 
mention it to your partner 
over dinner or doing the 
dishes.”

Duchek left Missouri after 
graduating from UMSL 
to complete her Ph.D. at 
the University of  South 
Carolina. During her time 
in graduate school, Duchek 
developed an interest in 
aging and Alzheimer’s 
disease, which became the 

basis of  her dissertation.
After graduating and 

being hired by Wash. U., 
Duchek moved with her 
family to St. Louis. Two 
years into her career at the 
University, she and her 
husband moved with their 
daughter to the Netherlands 
after her husband was 
invited as a visiting scholar 
at the Netherlands Institute 
for Advanced Study in the 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences. 

“I will never forget 
when my parents came 
over to visit us for a week 
when we were over in the 
Netherlands,” Professor 
Duchek said. “We went to a 
restaurant and our daugh-
ter Angela would ask my 
parents what they wanted 
for dinner and spoke Dutch 
to the waiter, and the waiter 
would speak back to her. 
Oh my gosh. My parents 
thought she was a genius.” 

Even after studying 
psychology and cognitive 
development for many 
years, Duchek was still 
amazed by her five-year-old 
daughter’s ability to learn a 
new language. 

“We already knew that 
this was how children pick 
up language,” Duchek said, 
referring to her daughter’s 

quickly learned language 
skills. “So we already knew 
it was going to happen, but 
even though intellectually 
we knew that, still seeing 
it in action was absolutely 
amazing.” 

Duchek spent her time 
raising her daughter 
and teaching at Leiden 
University while in the 
Netherlands. Since return-
ing to the States, Duchek 
has continued her research 
on aging and began teaching 
developmental psychology.

“The nature of  children 
is inherently interesting to 
people,” Duchek said.

To spice up her classes 
a bit, Duchek brings in the 
children of  her colleagues or 
teaching assistants as mod-
els of  child development. 

“Students just love it. 
They would much rather 
do that than listen to me,” 
Duchek said with a laugh.

A few years ago, her TA 
brought his five-year-old 
daughter and her friend to 
class. Duchek asked the two 
kids to help demonstrate 
Jean Piaget’s conservation 
of  liquid task. For this task, 
two identical glasses with 
equal amounts of  water are 
set in front of  a child. One 
of  the glasses of  liquid is 
then poured into a taller, 

thinner glass and the kids 
are asked to compare the 
liquid quantities. 

“The child who does not 
yet have an idea of  conser-
vation will tell you  ‘Oh, 
the tall glass has more.’” 
Duchek explained. “Then, 
you pour it back into the 
original glass and the kid 
will tell you, ‘Oh, those are 
the same.’ There is some-
thing very special when you 
see a kid in front of  you 
doing it. The students really 
enjoy that.”

Junior Phuong Le took 
Developmental Psychology 
with Duchek last semester 
and said it was one of  her 

most enjoyable classes.
“Professor Duchek is 

really funny and knows how 
to engage her students,” Le 
said. “You don’t want to 
miss her lectures.”  

Duchek feels that teach-
ing is both gratifying and 
touching at times. Some of  
her students have even sent 
her “thank you” emails after 
being accepted into medical 
school.

“Those moments are 
absolutely amazing,” 
Duchek said.

For an “Office Hours” video 
tour with Professor Duchek, see 
www.studlife.com/multimedia.
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The exhibit itself  was 
both compelling and also a 
bit surprising. Although the 
exhibition was well curated 
and offered up both striking 
and fascinating garments, 
the Museum missed the 
mark a bit in its overarch-
ing argument. Instead of  
noting a dramatic difference 
between the undergarments, 
I found the core idea behind 
almost all of  the pieces 
quite similar. I found myself  
wondering, aren’t Spanx 
just the updated corset?

The structure of  the 
exhibit was a bit confusing 
and it was unclear if  the 
viewer should enter to the 
right or to the left. I chose 
to go left and, as a result, 
ended up going backwards 
in time. Although a bit 
disappointing, Underneath 
It All helpfully displayed 
undergarments in con-
junction with outfits that 
women would wear at the 
time, further demonstrat-
ing the progression of  
the “ideal” body type for 
women throughout the 
centuries. Here are some of  
the highlights: 

1. The exhibit opens 
(or, it did for me) with 
modern-day underwear and 
a Victoria’s Secret advertise-
ment from 2012. Featured 
styles include the push-up 
bra, lacy g-strings, nipple 
covers and body-slimming 
items such as Spanx and 
spandex underwear. This 
first section demonstrates 
that today, women are 
meant to have flat stomachs, 
skinny legs and voluptuous 
breasts. 

2. Next, the nineties and 
eighties, the time of  the 
powerful working woman, 
are featured. With looser-
fitting undergarments that 
offer movement along with 
shoulder pads, it is apparent 
that comfort and strength 
were preferred over tiny 

waists. However, feminin-
ity is not forgotten as seen 
in the lace detailing of  the 
underwear. 

3. In the sixties, paper 
underwear was invented 
as a marketing gimmick. 
Surprisingly, the fad actu-
ally lasted for a few years 
until people became aware 
of  the environmental effects 
of  such a product. 

4. The sixties and 
seventies were a time of  
sexual revolution, when 
women began to express 
their sexuality more freely. 
The Emilio Pucci outfit 
shows not only a shorter 
hemline but also a vibrant 
print, representing a more 
playful way of  looking at 
undergarments. 

5. The thirties and for-
ties offered up a new age 
of  freedom for women 
with the elasticized corset. 
Although, by today’s stan-
dards, wearing any type of  
corset would be restricting, 
the elastic actually offered 
up a great deal of  move-
ment for women compared 
to the laced corset of  previ-
ous decades.  

6. In the early 1900s, the 
ideal body of  a woman was 
the hourglass shape. During 
this time, the smaller the 
waist, the better. The “S 
Bend” corset of  1904 was 
fastened in the front to 
accentuate the woman’s 
small midsection and 
shapely hips. 

7. In the 1700s, the 
woman’s natural shape was 
completely exaggerated 
with extremely large pet-
ticoats whose hooped lining 
showed just how small the 
waist was by putting it next 
to the woman’s seemingly 
expansive hips.  During this 
time period, the petticoats 
grew so big that it was 
impossible for two women 
to walk through a doorway 
at the same time.

GRETA GARMEL
FASHION COLUMNIST

Underneath It All at the Missouri History Museum

The Underneath it All exhibit at the Missouri History Museum displays the evolution of women’s undergarments since the 1700s to 
present day, highlighting how clothing reflects the progression of women in society.  
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Office hours with Professor Jan Duchek
JOANNA YOON
STAFF WRITER

Psychology professor Jan Duchek shows off her office on the fourth 
floor of the Psychology Building. Duchek’s space includes memories 
from her time in the Netherlands and her grandmother’s teaching cer-
tificate from 1918—see an “Office Hours” video tour on studlife.com.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

“Let me see your titties” is basically the only lyric sung in Big Boi’s latest single, “She said OK.” While Big Boi’s songs are riddled with references to boobs and butts, his music is only one of  the cultural influ-
ences that speak to how women’s bodies are viewed by segments of  society. Though we often look to movies, music, television, advertisements and other cultural mediums for insight into gender dynamics, it is 
also relevant to look at what has been holding up these boobs and butts for so long. Whether it is Victoria’s Secret’s Miraculous “increase by two cup sizes” Bra or the nineteenth-century “increase by two cup sizes 
but cut off  circulation to your body” corset, undergarments and their evolution over time often reflect the changing roles of  women in society. The Underneath It All exhibit now showing at the Missouri History 
Museum aims to do just this. Although the exhibit does not show any female skin, probably much to Big Boi’s dismay, it does showcase women’s undergarments from as early as the 1700s to the present day.
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