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Have Netflix? Don’t want 
to study for finals?
Relax. We’ve got you covered with these 
TV shows you should catch up on

For the first time in 
nearly a decade, stu-
dents were served beer at 
W.I.L.D.

Nonetheless, only one 
student was treated in 
the paramedic tent at 
the event, and just one 
other alcohol-related 
call was made on Friday, 
Washington University 
Police Department chief  
Don Strom said.

Indie-soul band Fitz and 
The Tantrums headlined 
the event.

This year’s spring 
W.I.L.D. featured a change 
in the event’s alcohol pol-
icy. Prior to this semester, 
students ages 21 and up 
were permitted to bring a 
six-pack of  beer into the 
Brookings Quadrangle 
prior to 6:00 p.m.  This 
semester, no one was 
allowed to bring beer into 
the event; rather, all stu-
dents of  legal age were 
given wristbands upon 
entering the Quad, which 

entitled them to three com-
plimentary beers each.

According to sophomore 
Casey Hochberg, co-presi-
dent of  Team 31, Team 
31 supplied enough kegs 
for 1,500 students to have 
three beers each. Although 
students stopped being 
served when the beer sta-
tion was shut down at 9:30 
p.m., there were three kegs 
left over.

While some students 
were initially against the 
policy, many said that it 
worked well.

Senior Peter Hynes 
had anticipated the new 
alcohol policy causing 
more students to pregame 
W.I.L.D., thus making it 
more dangerous.

“I am worried about 
them getting rid of  the 
alcohol out of  everything 
of  W.I.L.D. because I 
think that is part of  the fun 
of  W.I.L.D. and part of  
the allure. The policy that 
they create won’t cut back 

BY CHLOE ROSENBERG

Students enjoy 
tamer W.I.L.D. 
from prior years

KASTYN MATHENY | STUDENT LIFE

Deliverance performs in the Tisch Commons of the Danforth 
University Center on Sunday afternoon. The group specializes in 
Christian a capella, but the concert featured music from The Fray, 
Lifehouse and more.

Constructed entirely of  
cardboard and duct tape in 
two hours, Optimus Habitat 
the collapsible robot won 
three prizes at the fifth annual 
Washington University 
Building Challenge.

Six teams with a total of  
21 students participated in 
the annual fundraiser for 
the University’s chapter of  
Habitat for Humanity, which 
was held Sunday afternoon at 
Ursa’s Fireside.

They raised just over $200 
for the local and interna-
tional branches of Habitat 
for Humanity, which works 
to eliminate homelessness 
and subsidized housing by 
providing individuals with 
inexpensive but respectable 
living spaces.

Junior Colleen Rhoades, a 

member of the team that built 
Optimus Habitat, said her 
group was excited to take the 
top prize at the event. 

“Last year our team got sec-
ond, so we were determined 
to come back and win this 
year,” Rhoades said.

At the competition, groups 
were given cardboard, duct 
tape and utility knives and 
allowed to construct anything 
they chose. They were judged 
on criteria ranging from 
creativity and aesthetic to 
structural integrity, function-
ality and team spirit.

Last year, Rhoades’ group 
made a pirate ship. This year, 
she said, most of the group’s 
planning happened in the 
hour before the actual build-
ing started.

“We had a long list of  

BY MICHAEL TABB

Strong winds blew over 
a tent at a beer garden 
downtown, killing one and 
injuring about 100 during a 
tornado warning Saturday 
afternoon.

The tent was set up 
behind Kilroy’s Sports Bar 
as customers celebrated the 
Cardinals’ 7-3 win over the 
Milwaukee Brewers. The 
first wave of  the storm hit 
at around 3:50 p.m., about 
an hour after the game 
ended.

According to the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch, wit-
nesses at Kilroy’s saw 
the wind lift up the tent 
and send poles and chairs 
flying. 

The incident happened 
in the midst of  a series 
of  storms that hit the St. 
Louis area. The National 
Weather Service reported 
that the strongest winds, 
which knocked over the 
tent, reached 42 mph.

A second wave of  thun-
derstorms bombarded the 
area around 6 p.m., drop-
ping baseball-sized hail 
and forcing students on 
campus to seek shelter in 
basements.

Several students who 
attended the game were 
caught in transit when the 
rain and winds hit.

Sophomores Bryce 
Caster, Andi Hibbert and 
Matt Lauer had driven 

to the game and were on 
Market Street headed back 
to campus when the storm 
began.

“When I first looked off  
into the distance, it was 
scary to say the least. It 
was starting to get dark, 
almost like night but it was 
before 4 p.m.,” Lauer, who 
was driving at the time, 
said. “When it started 
raining, it didn’t seem that 
bad at first until it started 
coming in strong waves 
that were so bad that we 
couldn’t see anything.”

To Caster, it seemed like 
the bad weather kind of  
came out of  nowhere.

“During the game, the 
weather was fantastic. It 
was like 80 degrees and 
sunny, perfect ballgame 
weather,” Caster said. 
“When we were coming 
back from the game, the 
weather took a sudden 
turn. It was so bad at one 
point that we just stopped 
on the road and hoped for 
the best.”

Caster said that the 
group saw a bird that was 
trying to fly get blown into 
a lamp post on the side of  
the road while they were 
pulled over.

“In terms of  the force 
with which it came down, 
I had never seen anything 
like it before,” Lauer said. 
“It is not hard to imag-
ine how that force killed 
someone.”

BY SAHIL PATEL

Students caught 
in storm near 
collapsed tent at 
Cardinals game

BABY ANIMAL PETTING ZOO

PAUL GEODEKE | STUDENT LIFE
A baby goat munches on the lawn on the South 40 Swamp Sat-
urday afternoon. The baby animal petting zoo, sponsored by the 
Congress of the South 40, presented students with an opportunity 
for an outdoor study break over the weekend.

The Washington 
University men’s and wom-
en’s track and field teams 
attended the University 
Athletic Association 
Outdoor Track & 
Field Championships 
in Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
competing against six top 
teams. The men’s team 
took first place and the 
women’s second, bring-
ing several event winners, 
multiple all-conference fin-
ishes and much pride back 
to St. Louis.

After the men’s and 
women’s teams won 
the UAA Indoor Track 
& Field Championship 
meet in February, the 
Bears entered the UAA 
Outdoor Track & Field 
Championship meet hop-
ing to repeat their success. 
With a final score of  
195.50 points, the men’s 
side won the meet by 46 
points, while the women’s 
finished only 25 points 
behind Emory University 
with a score of  201.50 
points.

“It was an awesome, 
great team performance,” 
head coach Jeff  Stiles said. 
“The whole coaching staff  
is just so proud of  our 
guys and girls. There were 
just so many unbelievable 
performances and new 
records broken. Just a ter-
rific meet.”

On the first day, the 
Bears came out with 
a strong start, as the 
women’s team had four 
individual event winners. 
One of  the event winners 
was sophomore Anna 

Etherington, who recorded 
a new UAA record height 
of  3.76 meters to win the 
event. Sophomore Moira 
Killoran and freshman 
Claire Simons placed sec-
ond (3.16 meters) and third 
(3.01 meters), respectively. 
Wash. U. also dominated 
in the women’s 3,000-
meter steeplechase as 
senior Molly Wawrzyniak 
led the way with a time 
of  11:10.97, clinching the 
UAA title. Finishing in 
second place, freshman 
Lucy Cheadle recorded a 
time of  11:11.42, while 
senior Lacey Vogel made 
third place (11:25.09).

In the women’s long 
jump, junior Anne Diaz-
Arrastia recorded a 
season-best 5.47 meters, 
winning the UAA title. 
Wash. U. also had fifth 
and seventh-place fin-
ishes in the event as 
senior Amanda Matheson 
and sophomore Jasmine 
Williams recorded dis-
tances of  5.21 meters and 
5.13 meters, respectively. 
The women’s team also 
placed second in the 4x800 
meters relay. Seniors 
Elisabeth Stocking, Liz 
Phillips and Erica Jackey 
and sophomore Elizabeth 
Worley, finished with a 
time of  9:37.75. In the 
women’s shot put, sopho-
more Madison Cannon 
placed third, earning 
all-UAA honors with a 
throw of  11.64 meters, her 
career-best. 

On the men’s side, fresh-
man Nick Alaniva led 
the way as the sole event 
winner of  the day, as he 

Track & Field teams 
finish strong at UAA 
championships
BY DEREK SHYR

DELIVERANCE A CAPELLA
SEE W.I.L.D., PAGE 3

SEE BUILD, PAGE 9

SEE TRACK, PAGE 5

Student Life will be taking
a printing hiatus
for the summer.

 
Stay posted for

online exclusives
and check back for our 

next issue in August.

Optimus 
Habitat wins 
WU Building 
Challenge
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MONDAY 30
SCATTERED 
T-STORMS
76 / 63

TUESDAY 1
ISOLATED 
T-STORMS
82 / 65

WEDNESDAY 2
MOSTLY SUNNY
88 / 67theflipside

April 24
Larceny—At 4:31 p.m., a complainant 
reported the theft of his bike from the rack 
on the southwest corner of Olin Library. The 
loss is valued at $450. Disposition: Pending. 

April 25
Investigation—At 2:23 p.m., there was an 
investigation on the Danforth Campus. 
Disposition: Pending.

April 26
Sexual misconduct—At 2:25 a.m., a 
complainant reported a subject that exposed 
himself outside of a dining hall. Disposition: 
Pending.
Animal bite—At 2:14 p.m., a student was 
bitten by a dog off campus. The owner was 
contacted. Disposition: Cleared.
Destruction of property—At 2:41 p.m., 
Parking and Transportation reported finding 
a vehicle with a smashed window. Nothing 
was missing. Disposition: Pending.

MONDAY 30
2012 Friedman Lecture
Graham Chapel, 3 p.m.
“The Aging Mind: Realities and Myths” will 
be delivered by John C. Morris, Harvey A. and 
Dorismae Hacker Friedman Distinguished 
Professor of Neurology and director of the 
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center at the 
Washington University School of Medicine. 
The lecture is free, open to the public, and 
preceded by a reception at 5 p.m. in Danforth 
University Center, Tisch Commons.

Department of Music Concert
Graham Chapel, 8 p.m. 
This flute choir concert is directed by Jan 
Smith, teacher of applied music. The concert 
is free and open to the public. 

TUESDAY 1
Chamber Music Extravaganza.
DUC Formal Lounge, 8 p.m.
This concert features “Chamber String 
Ensembles,” directed by Elizabeth 
MacDonald, artist in music, and it is free and 
open to the public. 

Kranzberg Studio for the Illustrated Book 
Annual Open House.
Walker Hall, Level 2, 5-7 p.m.
Tour the Book Studio, view this year’s work, 
and meet students and faculty. This event is 
co-sponsored by the University Libraries and 
is free and open to the public.

WEDNESDAY 2
Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biophysics Seminar Series
McDonnell Sciences Building, Room 264, 4 
p.m.
“When It’s All a Blur: Multi-drug Recognition 
in BmrR” will be delivered by Herschel 
Wade, assistant professor of biophysics and 
biophysical chemistry at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine. The lecture is free and 
open to the public.

THURSDAY 3
DUC Chamber Series
DUC Formal Lounge, 7:30 p.m.
Musicians from the Missouri Chamber 
Music Festival will perform. The concert is 
co-sponsored by the Washington University 
Department of Music and is free and open to 
the public.

Department of Music Concert – Guitar 

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY
“In terms of the force with 
which it came down, I had 
never seen anything like 
it before. It is not hard to 
imagine how that force 
killed someone.”
- sophomore Matt Lauer on 
the storm Saturday afternoon.

THURSDAY 3
MOSTLY SUNNY
87 / 66

FRIDAY 4
MOSTLY CLOUDY
86 / 61

Gala.
Graham Chapel, 8 p.m.
This concert features students from 
Washington University in St. Louis and the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis, and it is free 
and open to the public. 

FRIDAY 4
DUC ‘N’ Donuts
DUC, North Entrance, 9-11 a.m.
Celebrate the first Friday of the month with 
a fresh donut, hot coffee and a schedule of 
events planned in the Danforth University 
Center for the month of February. This event 
is free and only open to the Washington 
University community.

Washington University is now the num-
ber one school in America—at least if  food 
is the basis for your judgment.

The Daily Meal, a website that consoli-
dates information on different restaurants, 
chefs, cookbooks and dining etiquette, 
rated the food offerings at the U.S. News & 
World Report’s 20 top-ranked colleges and 
universities. In its list titled “America’s Top 
Universities for Food Lovers,” the website 
ranked Washington University first.

“From moonlight breakfast to barbe-
cues to ‘Dine with a Dietician’ classes, this 
university goes the extra mile to provide 
students with the best of  the best, hosting 
five to 10 events per week,” the article said.

The website commended the University 
for its informational classes, its commit-
ment to local food, and its open kitchen 
where students can take cooking classes. It 
also praised the accessibility and variety of  
chefs and frequency of  demonstrations and 
food-related events.

The University’s dining services are run 
by Bon Appétit Management Company. 
Nadeem Siddiqui, resident district man-
ager of  Bon Appétit, said the University 
appreciates the ranking but is always look-
ing to keep improving.

“I think being recognized emphasizes 
the efforts that have been made,” Siddiqui 

said. “Dining is a big part of  campus life.”
Although Siddiqui says the ranking is 

important to Dining Services, he says it is 
more important to see that students enjoy 
the food.

“The diversity and variety of  different 
options that we offer is unique. I think we 
make strong efforts in terms of  healthy 
programs,” he said. “[And] if  the students 
at Wash. U. see us like that, then we are 
making good efforts.”

Freshman Kevin Bradley, who mostly 
eats at Bear’s Den on the South 40, agreed 
with the website ranking the University’s 
dining services first.

“I’ve never had trouble finding some-
thing I like, and I think it’s healthy, too, 
which is nice,” Bradley said. “The food 
is really good…the grill is my favorite 
station.”

Senior Adam Hasz agreed that the food 
is of  high quality but noted that some of  it 
is unnecessarily expensive.

“I’m really impressed with what Wash. 
U. Dining Services has done…being sus-
tainable and providing all sorts of  options. 
I think they do a really good job,” he said. 
“[But] for me, it’s just cheaper to make [my 
own food] in the Co-op. It’s really just the 
monetary concern,” he said.

With additional reporting by Chloe 
Rosenberg.

BY WEI-YIN KO

Wash. U. leads America’s top 
universities for food lovers

Want to be a
designer
for Student Life?

If you’re free 
Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30pm 

contact design@studlife.com!
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There’s a  new and unfamiliar 
sound of spring for students walking 
across campus or studying in Eads at 
noon: the school’s alma mater.

Starting earlier this month, 
Graham Chapel rang out not its 
usual noon tune, but the school’s 
alma mater for its full two minutes 
every day.

The song, which is German in 
origin, is rarely used on campus. It is 
only sung for special occasions. Most 
students don’t recognize the song or 
even know it exists.

But freshman Michael Byrne is 
trying to change that. A Student 
Union senator, Byrne was both-
ered by the lack of school spirit at 
Washington University, as compared 
to his family’s experiences at schools 
like Notre Dame and University of  
Wisconsin–Madison.

“I noticed when I came to Wash. 
U. that we were lacking in tradi-
tion compared to other schools,” 
Byrne said. “Looking at schools like 
Northwestern and Cornell, they use 
their alma mater more frequently 
than Wash. U. and have a stronger 
sense of tradition.”

Some students find the bells less 
than endearing.

“They chime all the time and 
it’s annoying,” sophomore Brooke 
Yarrows said.

Although the bells are audible in 
nearby buildings like Eads and on 
campus itself, many students haven’t 
noticed the new tune, though support 
the general idea of playing it.

“I think it’s nice,” freshman Kara 
Golebiowski said.

“I can’t imagine professors like it, 
but I haven’t heard it so it can’t be 
much of a distraction” sophomore 
Michael Ellenberger said.

Byrne says he wanted to infuse the 
song into everyday life in a nonin-
vasive way and didn’t want to make 
people memorize it. He hopes that 
playing the song will be the beginning 
of a larger project to bring more tradi-
tion to the University.

The alma mater will only play for 
one minute, not its usual two, during 
finals week.

The song is the second change to 
come to Graham Chapel this school 
year. In the fall, the frequency of  
the Graham Chapel bell chimes 
increased from playing every hour to 
every 15 minutes.

BY MICHELLE MERLIN

Chapel bells ring in new 
tune with alma mater; 
some chide at sound

on the drinking they want to cut 
back on,” Hynes said.

Junior Denis Balaban thought 
the new alcohol policy was a 
good change.

“I am a fan of  [the alcohol pol-
icy] actually. I was able to have 
a good time; I saw that it was a 
lot safer…than it was last year, 
and it was just less craziness and 
more fun,” Balaban said.

“It was for the most part 
good,” Hochberg agreed. “There 

were some people who were 
ambivalent and were still opting 
to drink the beer.”

Many students added that they 
enjoyed the concert’s lineup, 
which featured Fitz and The 
Tantrums, the Dum Dum Girls 
and student band Petra and the 
Priorities.

“I actually thought [Fitz and 
The Tantrums] were really good. 
It was actually my favorite head-
liner band of  my four years that 

I have seen. I think they had the 
right vibe. The girl singer with 
the tambourine had a really good 
voice. They just had the right 
vibe for W.I.L.D. I thought,” 
Hynes said.

With additional reporting by 
Michelle Merlin and Sahil Patel.

W.I.L.D. FROM PAGE 1

SENSASIANS A CAPELLA

You Bin Lim and Di Yu serenade the crowd at Stir-Fried 2012, the Sensasians’ a capella concert held in May Auditorium 
in Simon Hall. Lim sang solo during Fire by Bruce Springsteen.

JEFFREY LI | STUDENT LIFE
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L
ast Wednesday, a crowd 
of protesters descended 
on Facebook’s Madison 
Avenue office, demand-

ing that everyone’s favorite 
shame-sharing platform diversify 
its board of directors to include 
women. The protestors, organized 
by the advocacy group Ultraviolet, 
delivered a petition signed by 53,000 
non-gender specific persons, or 
approximately .000066 percent of  
Facebook’s 800 million active users. 
To use a phallocentric simile, these 
protestors are like sperm: miniscule, 
but capable of causing some serious 
anxiety if  not handled correctly. I 
don’t think it’s necessary, or even 
desirable to force Facebook to 
institute an affirmative action-style 
system to add women to its board. 
Mark Zuckerberg and his Beastly 
Boys would probably just pick the 
applicants with the largest cup size 
as revenge. Still, this protest is a 

symptom of two things: 1. Sexism 
and gender are extant, and 2. 
Facebook clearly doesn’t understand 
its target demographic. Facebook 
should seriously reconsider whether 
it is, as M-dog claims, gender neutral 
in its board selection, or perpetuat-
ing one of the most lucrative frat 
parties in the world.  

Facebook should diversify its 
board for the simple reason that a 
significant percentage of its users 
are female. It’s simply a good busi-
ness model. For Facebook, a social 
networking site, it would probably 
behoove them to hire at least one 
qualified female board member 
simply because she is a woman. 
Sexist? No. Smart. And not just for 
politically correct public relations 
cred; some 58 percent of Facebook 
users are women, or reasonable 
facsimiles thereof. In my experi-
ence, even the most maudlin of men 
are annoyingly candid about their 
incomprehension of how women 
work and, how at least one of my 

friends puts it, “vag-speak.” Phrased 
in less vulgar terms, women inevi-
tably have a different perspective 
than men. If Facebook got a female 
board member or two, there would 
be fewer awkward instances of  
Facebook removing “pornographic” 
pictures of women breast-feeding 
and tacitly approving pages that 
advocate violence against women. 
Facebook would be a better product 
simply because it would be more 
appealing to both women and men.

That said, Facebook is a private 
company, not a government institu-
tion. We can opt-out at any time 
of this imagined community of  
ill-advised drunk photos and “I cans 
Haz yo num8a?!” events. As power-
ful as Marky Mark is, if  you defect 
from Facebook, his funky-fresh 
Gestapo is not going to come after 
you. One naive protester called on 
Facebook’s female users to “boycott 
Facebook every Monday until the 
company adds at least one female 
member to its board.” I’m not sure 

why Monday is optimal protest 
day, but let me say this: if  you’re 
going to protest, be consistent and 
firm. Otherwise, you sound like an 
alcoholic who swears he can quit 
“anytime,” while taking swigs out 
of his mouthwash bottle. Boycott 
Facebook entirely, 24/7. If enough 
Facebook users suddenly defected, 
that would make a statement. 
Actually, these ladies (and gents) 
need to hook up with Anonymous, 
and do some real damage.

Here’s the thing: getting Facebook 
to break up its patriarchal circle jerk 
is not, and should not be, an end in 
itself. 

Facebook’s board is just a 
symptom of a larger institutional 
and social problem. Of Fortune 
500 companies, 11.3 percent have 
all-male boards, and a grand total 
of twelve of those companies 
have female C.E.O.’s. This doesn’t 
surprise me; despite the fact that 
women earn a higher percentage of  
the bachelor’s degrees and it’s been 

scientifically proven that women 
can, in fact, get through an entire 
board meeting without crying or 
having their period or both, many 
top industries remain complete 
sausage fests. There is not a dearth 
of qualified female applicants for 
these jobs. We still live in a society 
that facilitates advancement for men 
and hinders women, for a number 
of reasons, some insidious, most 
just comfortable holdovers from the 
quaintly sexist era recently made 
cool again by Don Draper.  

This isn’t gender-warfare rhetoric; 
society as a whole loses out when 
talented people are discriminated 
against, explicitly or implicitly, on 
the basis of their gender (or race, 
nationality, religion or sexual orien-
tation). Let me encourage Facebook 
to take the “no girlz allowed” sign 
off its clubhouse door.

R
ecently, Wash. U. 
decided to award 
Richard Mahoney, 
former chairman and 

CEO of Monsanto, an honorary 
degree. This decision has ruffled a 
few environmentalists’ feathers, and 
some are calling for this decision to 
be revoked. I maintain that Richard 
Mahoney is as deserving of an 
honorary degree as one can possibly 
be, and there is no reason to object 
to the University conferring an 
honorary degree upon him.

Mahoney’s reign as CEO lasted 
from 1983 to 1995, and over those 
12 years, he instituted practices that 
ultimately transformed Monsanto 
from a chemical company into the 
biotech giant it is today. He com-
pletely renovated its business model 
and was wildly successful in doing 
so.  Over his career, he spent 10% of  
Monsanto’s research and develop-
ment money on biotechnology, 
and his astute business decisions 
have resulted in the incredible 
success Monsanto has enjoyed in 
recent years. Importantly, the bulk 
of Monsanto’s environmentally 
controversial actions took place 
either before or after his regime; the 
herbicide Roundup was introduced 
in 1976, and genetically-engineered 
crops did not appear until Roundup 
Ready (i.e., resistant to) soybeans in 
1996. Indeed, by moving Monsanto 
away from petrochemicals, 

Mahoney was arguably benefitting 
the environment.

By all measurements, then, 
Mahoney is an ideal candidate for 
an honorary degree. He was a bril-
liant businessman and didn’t engage 
in any disagreeable practices. The 
only charge that can be leveled 
against him is that, by setting 
Monsanto down its biotech path, he 
is somehow complicit in whatever 
naughtiness his former company 
has been guilty of since. This is a 
patently ridiculous claim, but, even 
if  it were legitimate, I believe the 
21st-century Monsanto to have 
done much more good than evil 
and to be the victim of an overly 
negative public image.  Certainly, 
the Monsanto of today, engaged 
exclusively in agricultural research, 
is different from the heavy pol-
luter of decades past or that which 
produced potentially harmful hor-
mones to increase milk production 
or to increase leanness in swine.

Despite claims to the contrary, 
Roundup has a low environmental 
impact, as it quickly breaks down in 
the soil, and since Monsanto’s pat-
ent expired, it is far from being the 
herbicide’s sole producer. As far as 
impact on humans goes, Roundup 
targets an enzyme that is not found 
in mammals, in which it there-
fore has a very low toxicity. Yes, 
it has nominal potential to harm 
the environment, but Monsanto, 
conscious of the fact that constantly 
spraying herbicides and pesticides 

is not the most desirable option, has 
introduced Roundup Ready crops, 
which are unaffected by Roundup, 
an otherwise non-discriminating 
herbicide, with the effect of reduc-
ing other herbicides that tend to 
appear in runoff. Additionally, 
Monsanto has developed Bt corn, 
which produces a natural insecti-
cide (Bacillus thuringiensis) that is 
not toxic to humans, with the result 
that fewer insecticides need to be 
sprayed onto crops. It goes without 
saying that all of these develop-
ments have supported the livelihood 
and wellbeing of countless farmers 
the world over.

Richard Mahoney is an excep-
tional individual. He set Monsanto 
on an entirely new course when it 
was experiencing financial dif-
ficulties, and nothing he did as 
CEO was particularly offensive. 
Detractors of Monsanto, however, 
deflate him and his company in the 
mid-’80s and ’90s with the biotech-
nology giant the latter has become, 
and are seizing upon his receiving 
an honorary degree to make a 
stand against the corporation. They 
should not. The man is not person-
ally responsible for everything his 
company has done in the interven-
ing years, but even if  he were, the 
sum of what Monsanto has done is 
far from reprehensible.

Mahoney deserves honorary degree
BY MATTHEW CURTIS

Matthew Curtis is a junior in Arts & 
Sciences. Write to Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.COM

A
s a Wash. U. alumni and 
a Monsanto employee, 
I was disappointed to 
read Amanda Wolff’s 

opinion piece about our university 
awarding Dick Mahoney an honor-
ary degree. It is unfortunate that Ms. 
Wolff chose to focus on recycling 
urban myths about Monsanto rather 
than doing some research and 
sharing some thoughtful commen-
tary about Dick Mahoney. I think 
Mahoney is deserving of the award, 
and the university can be proud to 
honor him. What did he do as CEO 
of Monsanto? Consider that he had 
the vision, leadership and perse-
verance to lead the development 
of a new agricultural technology, 
agricultural biotechnology. In 1999, 
Monsanto scientists received the 
National Medal of Technology, the 
nation’s highest honor for techno-
logical achievement, from President 
Clinton for contributions to the 
development of agricultural bio-
technology. Today, over 16 million 
farmers in 29 countries are using this 
technology, 15 million of them small 
farmers in developing countries. 
A recent report by the National 
Research Council of the National 

Academy of Sciences concluded U.S. 
farmers growing biotech crops “…
are realizing substantial economic 
and environmental benefits—such 
as lower production costs, fewer pest 
problems, reduced use of pesticides 
and better yields—compared with 
conventional crops.” Biotech wasn’t 
the only notable legacy of Mahoney 
at Monsanto. He worked with 
environmental leaders to find com-
promise leading to improvements in 
the nation’s law to clean up aban-
doned hazardous waste sites, the 
Superfund. Mahoney’s “Monsanto 
Pledge” in 1990 to reduce toxic air 
emissions by 90 percent in 4 years (a 
goal that was met) led the chemical 
industry in an overall commitment 
and program to reduce emissions. 
The company’s commitment to 
wildlife habitat restoration and main-
tenance started under his leadership. 
I disagree with Ms. Wolff’s dogmatic 
characterization of Monsanto, but 
what is more discouraging is that this 
preoccupation has blinded her from 
seeing the remarkable achievements 
of this man.

In defense of Monsanto 
and Dick Mahoney

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

BY TOM HELSCHER

Facebook’s ‘Female Trouble’

Natalie Villalon is a junior in Arts & 
Sciences. Write to Natalie Villalon at 
NATALIE.VILLALON@STUDLIFE.
COM

BY NATALIE VILLALON

STAFF EDITORIAL

Tom Helscher is Wash. U. graduate. 
Write to Tom Helscher at 
THOMAS.M.HELSCHER@MON-
SANTO.COM

I
t may not be Christmas, but 
that isn’t stopping us from 
making our list—of things 
members of our editorial 

board hope to see at Wash. U. over 
the coming year. From less greasy 
food to butter-sculpting contests and 
need-blind admission, we have a lot 
of hopes for our university, and here 
are just 30 of them:

Alana Hauser:
1. More political activism on cam-

pus—next year is an election 
year, so let’s encourage people 
to show their support outwardly 
for either presidential candi-
date and spark some healthy 
controversy.

2. Naked Quad Run—Tufts has 
one every year, why can’t we?

3. Ice cream socials—If  anything, 
high school was good for those 
three times you gathered in the 
cafeteria for free ice cream and 
class bonding. Let’s make this a 
college tradition too!

Hannah Lustman:
1. The re-opening of Hilltop Bakery, 

home of custom wraps and sal-
ads—my class will be the last that 
remembers this place existing. A 
girl can dream, can’t she?

2. Another mild Wash. U. winter—
before this year, no one had heard 
that phrase before.

3. A reason for Wash. U. to be used 
as a back-up presidential debate 
site—we’ve all heard how awe-
some this can be; let’s get those 
candidates here!

Georgie Morvis:
1. Cheap wine—along with beer at 

Happy Hour/W.I.L.D.
2. Taco Bell—and other cheap food 

on campus as well
3. Female comedians—because Tina 

Fey and Amy Poehler are funnier 
than any man on this planet

Sahil Patel:
1. NBC Sports Network—it’s 

ridiculous that I couldn’t watch the 
Blues’ game on TV on Saturday 
and need sketch websites for other 

playoff hockey.
2. People at athletic events—come 

and support your classmates and 
show we have some school spirit!

3. DUC food open later—with as 
late as we work twice a week, I 
would love some late-night meals

Kurt Rohrbeck:
1. Fix WUFI in the DUC—or every-

where, really.
2. Make Ursa’s open on Monday—

seriously, what’s the one day of  
the week where people really need 
ice cream?

3. Get more courses on Syllabi 
Central—it’s under-utilized, but it 
would be incredibly helpful if they 
just had more courses there.

Davis Sargeant:
1. More Pell Grants—the University 

currently ranks last in Pell Grant 
recipients among the U.S.’s top 25 
schools, and we should make the 
commitment to socio-economic 
diversity. 

2. Need-blind admissions—Wash. 
U. only admits the first 50 percent 

of its students without considering 
their ability to pay; that should 
apply to everyone 

3. Offer some sociology classes—we 
have courses taught by psycholo-
gists, sculptors and linguists, but 
none by sociologists; adding 
some would broaden our liberal 
arts educations. Plus, it’s really 
interesting.

John Schmidt:
1. Unlimited printing for all stu-

dents—or a larger printing budget 
for those in the College of Arts & 
Sciences.

2. A “Track the Circ” app—so you’ll 
know whether you just missed the 
Circ or it’s running five minutes 
late.

3. The removal of the extra layer 
of grease painted on Bear’s Den 
pizza.

Emily Sybrant:
1. The WUSTL Dining App for 

Android—why discriminate?
2. A covered bus stop for the Circ—

come on Wash. U., the freaking 

gazebo doesn’t have a roof.
3. The art school to clean the 

bathrooms more than once a 
week—seriously, it’s just gross.

Michael Tabb:
1. More fun and free campus-wide 

events—like a circus or something 
that actually takes advantage of  
Mudd Field

2. New, creative student groups—or 
at least the revival of WUSTL 
Live

3. A butter-sculpting contest—featur-
ing WUChurn-churned butter

Natalie Villalon:
1. Competitive Student Union 

elections!
2. A respectable jump in the 

U.S. News & World Report 
Rankings—commensurate with 
the increase in our tuition this 
year.

3. A successful joint event with 
Fontebonne University or Saint 
Louis University—that isn’t drip-
ping with condescension/irony on 
Wash. U.’s end.

A wish list for Washington University for the coming year



Coming into University Athletic 
Association championships as 
the third-highest-ranked team in 
the conference, the Washington 
University men’s tennis team used 
a strong effort and a comeback to 
make it almost all the way to the 
championship.

The No. 17 Bears won two of  
their three matches over the week-
end, with the lone loss coming in 
the championship match against 
No. 2 Emory University, and fin-
ished in second place in the UAA 
championships.

“We had two really good wins 
against [Brandeis University and 
Carnegie Mellon University], and 
I think the main thing was that we 
got to see Emory. We got to see 
how they play, we got to play one 
of  the best teams in the country, 
and even though we lost by a lot, 
if  we play our best we can beat 
them. I think overall it was a great 
weekend for us,” junior Adam 
Putterman said.

The lone win for Wash. U. 
against Emory came in No. 1 
doubles match in which Adam 
Putterman and freshman Ross 
Putterman took an 8-6 victory 
over Emory’s Chris Goodwin 
and Will Humphreys. Freshman 
Parker Chang and junior Kareem 
Farah fell 8-4 at No. 2 doubles, 
and Emory took a lead into sin-
gles thanks to an 8-2 win at No. 
3 doubles over sophomore Jeffrey 
Hirsh and junior Gary Parizher.

Wash. U. never gained any 
ground on that lead as all six 
singles matches were wins for 
Emory. Ross Putterman, at No. 3 
singles, was the only one to take 
his match to a third set before 
losing (3-6, 7-6(12-10), 10-7). 

Adam Putterman lost his match 
to Dillon Pottish, the top-ranked 
singles player in the country, 
(6-2, 6-4). Chris Goodwin, the 
second-ranked singles player in 
the country, beat Gary Parizher 
at No. 2 singles (6-2, 6-2). Farah, 
Chang and junior Tim Noack 
each lost two-set matches at No. 4 
through No. 6 singles.

Despite the loss, Parizher noted 
that the team was able to keep its 
composure against Emory, which 
has not been the case in the past 
at times.

“It’s definitely a bitter taste in 
our mouths. Yeah, we had a great 
tournament, but we’re never sat-
isfied. And with a rivalry like 
Emory, we’ve always got to bring 
our best game against them,” he 
said.

Friday’s match against No. 
13 Carnegie Mellon University 
involved some heroics in a come-
back—one that became necessary 
after all three Wash. U. doubles 
pairings dropped their matches. 
Putterman/Putterman and 
Chang/Farah lost No. 1 and No. 2 
doubles, respectively, at 8-4 each, 
and Hirsh and Parizher saw their 
match at No. 3 doubles go about 
as long as possible before drop-
ping a tough 9-8 (10-8) match.

“We came out slow, and we 
came out a little flat, and they’re 
way too good of  a team to do that 
against and they took advantage 
of  it,” Adam Putterman said.

Knowing that they had to win 
five out of  six singles matches to 
win it, the Bears did exactly that. 
Chang took a (6-3, 6-2) loss at No. 
5 singles, but every other Wash. 
U. player won his singles match 
in two sets. Adam Putterman (6-1, 
6-4 at No. 1 singles), Parizher (6-4, 
6-4 at No. 2), Ross Putterman 

(6-3, 7-5 at No. 3), Farah (6-4, 6-2 
at No. 4) and Noack (6-2, 6-2 at 
No. 6) all contributed to the rally 
that brought the Bears into the 
championship round.

Parizher’s win was the final 
match of  the day—and the one 
that clinched it for the Bears.

“I’ve been in that situation 
before. I could feel the kid tighten 
up a little bit when the score 
turned out to 4-all,” Parizher said. 
“It’s what everybody dreams of  
doing. Everybody dreams of  being 
the last one out there at 4-all, and 
it’s thrilling. It’s really satisfying.”

Wash. U. opened up play on 
Thursday with an 8-1 win over 
Brandeis, as the Bears were one 
doubles win away from a sweep in 
their quarterfinal match. Chang/

Farah’s narrow 8-6 loss at No. 2 
doubles was the only loss on the 
day for the Bears, though both of  
them won their matches in sin-
gles. Putterman/Putterman won 
the No. 1 match 8-5 and Hirsh/ 
Parizher coasted to an 8-0 win at 
No. 3 singles.

Among the six straight-sets 
sweeps in singles for Wash. U. 
was Adam Putterman’s (6-4, 6-4) 
win at No. 1 singles—a win that, 
between singles and doubles, was 
the 100th of  his Wash. U. career.

“It was really cool. I think [head 
coach Roger Follmer] has done a 
really good job of  having us focus 
on really only caring about team 
results and how the team does,” 
Adam Putterman said. “It was 
nice to see, but I viewed it more 

as it’s been great that I’ve had an 
opportunity to contribute to that 
many matches. It was nice.”

At positions two through six, 
respectively, were two-set wins by 
Parizher, Ross Putterman, Farah, 
Chang and Noack.

With the results from the week-
end, the Bears’ record improved to 
15-6 on the season, and it appears 
nearly certain that they will make 
the NCAA championship tourna-
ment field when it is announced 
next week.

“We’re going to practice as if  
we’re going to make it. That’s got 
to be our mindset. We’re going to 
continue practicing just like we 
have been, or even harder, through 
the moment when we find out,” 
Parizher said.

Senior Natalie Tingir won her 
100th college match to lift the 
No. 11 Washington University 
women’s tennis team to a 5-4 
upset of  No. 4 Carnegie Mellon 
University on Sunday. Tingir’s 2-6, 
7-6 (1), 7-6 (5) triumph in No. 1 
singles, the final match of  the day, 
earned the Bears third place in the 
University Athletic Association 
Championships, held Friday 
through Sunday in Altamonte 
Springs, Fla. 

After sneaking by No. 20 
Brandeis University in the first 
round with a 5-4 win, the Bears lost 
6-3 to No. 2 Emory Saturday in the 
semifinals. They trailed Carnegie 
Mellon 4-3 when sophomore 
Corinne Rauck tied it up with a win 
in No. 6 singles. Rauck bounced 
back from a 6-0 defeat in the first 
set to win the next pair, 7-5, 6-2. 

“I was definitely worried after 
the first set because I lost the first 
set 6-0,” Rauck said. “But then 
in my head, I was just thinking, I 
know my team really needs this 
point; I can’t just go out here and 
not really give it my all.”

Just minutes later, Tingir com-
pleted her personal milestone and 
closed out the team victory on a 
separate court. 

“That was one of  the personal 
goals I made for myself  at the 

beginning of  the season, but I actu-
ally completely forgot about that 
when I was playing the match,” 
Tingir said of  her 100th victory. 
“So I guess that was really good 
because I didn’t put too much pres-
sure on myself.”

Tingir entered the weekend with 
96 career wins. Against Brandeis, 
she teamed with sophomore 
Theresa Petraskova to win No. 2 
doubles, 8-4. In No. 1 singles the 
next day, Tingir scored a 6-3, 6-4 
upset of  Emory’s Gabrielle Clark, 
the top-ranked player from the 
Atlantic South Region. Before 
her singles win against Carnegie 
Mellon, she and Petraskova won 
8-6 in No. 2 doubles. 

Rauck and junior Kate Klein 
won 8-5 in No. 1 doubles, but 
junior Paige Madara and freshman 
Hanna Newstadt dropped No. 3 
doubles 8-1. 

Petraskova was the only Wash. 
U. victor in four singles matches 
(6-1, 6-1 in No. 3 singles) before 
Rauck and Tingir picked up their 
key wins. 

Sunday’s match was a far cry 
from the last time the two schools 
played, on March 3, when Carnegie 
Mellon won 9-0. 

“Today, [the] third day [of  
UAAs], we’re tired, we have finals 
next week, there’s a lot going on, 
and they still stepped it up and 
played beautifully against Carnegie 

[Mellon],” head coach Kelly 
Stahlhuth said.

On the first day against Brandeis, 
the Bears seized control early with 
three doubles wins. They lost four 
singles matches, but sophomore 
Betsy Edershile won in No. 5 sin-
gles, 6-4, 6-3, and Rauck triumphed 
6-4, 6-1 in the No. 6 spot. 

“We knew Brandeis was going to 
be tough—we were going to have to 
be on our best game, couldn’t take 
them lightly,” Stahlhuth said.

The Bears took three matches 
from Emory in the semifinals, 
including Tingir’s upset in No. 1 
singles.

Edershile and Madara won 8-6 
in No. 3 doubles, and Petraskova 
claimed a 6-3, 6-3 victory in No. 3 
singles. 

“We did the best we’ve ever done 
against Emory,” Tingir said. “We 
gave them a little bit of  a scare.”

The Bears’ 2-1 weekend 
improved their record to 15-7, and 
they will find out about NCAA 
tournament seeding on Monday. 
Stahlhuth said she will give her 
players a few days of  rest to study 
for finals before they return to the 
practice courts. 

“The main thing is just to keep 
our strokes going and keep our vol-
leys—maybe one or little things to 
work on with doubles, but we’ll 
kind of  keep the same routine 
we’ve been going on,” she said.
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Women’s tennis upsets Carnegie 
Mellon, finishes third in conference

Men’s tennis wins twice at UAAs, finishes second

TRACK FROM PAGE 1

Junior Kareem Farah delivers a backhand in a win over the University of Missouri-Saint Louis on April 11. Farah and 
the Bears defeated Brandeis University (8-1) and No. 13 Carnegie Mellon University (5-4) before falling to No. 2 Emory 
University (8-1) to finish second at the UAA championships this weekend.

BEN GOTTESDIENER | STUDENT LIFE

Coming off  an upset vic-
tory over No. 14 DePauw 
University earlier in the week, the 
Washington University baseball 
team picked up two key road wins 
Sunday in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
First, the Bears held on for a 5-4 
win over Coe College and then 
outhit Grinnell College en route to 
an 11-7 victory. 

The Bears fell behind 3-1 to Coe 
before senior Brandon Rogalski hit 

a fourth-inning solo homer, and 
two runs were scored in the fifth 
inning. Wash. U. extended its lead 
to 5-3 before Coe drew within one 
run. With two outs and the tying 
run on base in the bottom of  the 
eighth, Coe’s JD Hunter singled 
to center field, but junior Matthew 
Polites gunned down the runner 
attempting to score at the plate. 

In the Bears’ afternoon game, 
sloppy fielding led to five sev-
enth-inning unearned runs for 
Grinnell, tying the score at 7-7 and 

evaporating an early lead.  Wash. 
U. responded with four runs in the 
top of  the eighth inning, thanks in 
part to three consecutive doubles 
from freshman Chris Lowery, 
Rogalski and freshman Zack 
Kessinger. 

The Bears (27-12) have won 
three straight games and four of  
their last five after a five-game 
losing streak. They conclude 
their regular season at home 
Wednesday against Fontbonne 
University. 

Baseball heads into season finale
on three-game winning streakfinished first in the pole vault 

with a season-best height of  
6.52 meters. Coming in third 
and seventh place in the event, 
freshmen Kyle Engelken and 
Tim Elliot recorded clearances 
of  4.11 meters and 3.96 meters, 
respectively. In the men’s long 
jump, Alaniva placed fourth 
with a height of  6.52 meters, 
while freshman Troy Makous 
finished eighth (6.03 meters). 
Junior Tom Arnold notched a 
fourth-place finish in the men’s 
shot put, throwing a distance of  
14.14 meters. Freshman Zach 
Lonneman also performed well 
in the event, recording a sixth-
place finish (13.84 meters). 

In the men’s 3,000-meter 
steeplechase, freshman Andrew 
Padgett finished with a time of  
9:35.53, placing sixth. In the 
4x800 relay, Padgett, freshmen 
David Gorsche, Brett Baker and 
Garrett Patrick finished sixth, 
recording a time of  9:04.34.

“We really executed very well 
on Saturday,” Stiles said. “We 
were ready both mentally and 
physically.”

On the second day, the wom-
en’s team was neck and neck 
with Emory. In the women’s 
5000-meters, freshman Lucy 
Cheadle recorded a time of  
17:27.09 to win the event. 
Wawrzyniak followed Cheadle, 
placing fifth with a time of  
17:48.46. Wash. U. performed 
well in the 1500-meter run, as 
Jackey won the event with a time 
of  4:36.65. Phillips was runner-
up in the event, recording a time 
of  4:37.48. Jackey and Phillips 
also dominated in the 800-meter 
run, as Jackey won the event 

(2:11.76) while Phillips placed 
second (2:13.51). Diaz-Arrastia 
ran well in the 200-meters, plac-
ing fourth with a final time of  
26.07. 

“The women’s [team] really 
did well overall, but we knew 
going in that Emory would be 
tough,” Stiles said. “We have no 
shame losing to them. They’re a 
great team.”

The men’s side carried its 
excellent performance to the sec-
ond day as well. In the 110-meter 
hurdles, senior Tyler Jackson 
won the event in a time of  
14.57. Senior Michael Burnstein 
recorded a time of  30:26.87 to 
win the 10,000-meters, while 
sophomore Kevin Sparks came 
behind in second place, 30:30.27. 
Burnstein and Sparks also 
placed third and fourth in the 
5,000-meter run with respective 
times of  15:20.52 and 15:21.19. 
Freshman Brendan Stone had a 
fourth-place finish in the 800-
meter run with a time of  1:59.13. 
Sophomore Arthur Townsend 
finished third in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of  49.76. Junior 
Ryan Doll performed well in the 
200-meters, recording a time of  
22.37 to place second. In the 
100-meter dash, Doll placed 
fourth with a time of  11.36. 

“This meet meant a lot to 
us,” Stiles said. “We’ve seen a 
lot of  progress in our team, and 
I hope to see more qualify for 
nationals.”

The track and field teams 
will be back in action on 
Saturday, May 5, as they take on 
Monmouth College at 12 p.m. in 
Monmouth, Ill. 

BY ALEX LEICHENGER

BY ALEX LEICHENGER

BY KURT ROHRBECK

For live updates of 
Wash. U. athletics, follow

@studlifesports
on Twitter
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Summer sessions start in May, June and July.
umsl.edu/summer  •  888-GO-2-UMSL

admissions@umsl.edu

Summer Sessions

It helps to be flexible!

Summer sessions at the University of Missouri–St. Louis 
provide incoming freshmen and visiting students with a 
relaxed atmosphere of smaller classes with maximum 

scheduling flexibility in four, eight and twelve-week sessions. 
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cadenza

You’re in Olin Library, 
pretending to do work on 
your computer. But really, 
is being productive that 
necessary? It’s only Monday. 
Instead of Facebook stalking 
or re-reading emails, Cadenza 
dares you to open a new tab 
for Netflix. There’s no need 
to pretend that you actually 
need to study 12 hours a day; 
instead, take a few of those 
hours to start watching, or 
return to, some of the greatest 
shows currently on and off  
television. Here are a few of  
Cadenza’s favorites; happy 
reading week, procrastinators! 

“Arrested Development”
If you haven’t seen what 

IMDb considers the third 
best television show of all 
time, then you should drop 
everything and watch it—
now. Worried about finals? 
Don’t be. After all, there’s 
always money in the banana 
stand. If you’re stressed, 
don’t pull your hair out, as 
you may need hair plugs, and 
you certainly don’t want to 
get graft-versus-host disease. 
Don’t let grades determine 
your life; have some fun and 
go on a date with someone…
as long as this someone 
isn’t your cousin. As for the 
job market, try working as 
a writer at a nearby movie 

studio—rumor has it they’ll 
hire anyone, even high school 
students. Speaking of writers, 
the fourth season of “Arrested 
Development” is slated for 
release in early 2013, so it’s 
time for a refresher. Should 
you do poorly on finals, own 
up and admit: “I’ve made a 
huge mistake.” – Glenn Harris
“Friday Night Lights”

You don’t like football? 
Fine. I despise it too. You 
could never see yourself  
living in Texas? Yeah, me 
neither. You don’t want to 
watch “Friday Night Lights”? 
Well, that’s just not okay. 
Seriously, “Friday Night 
Lights” is a great show. It’s a 
heart-wrenching tale about 
the Dillon Panthers football 
team and its coach. You fall 
in love with the team after 
the first episode, and it’s not 
just because of how dreamy 
Tim Riggins (played by 
Taylor Kitsch) is, though that 
certainly helps. Watch the 
first season when you’re not 
studying. You’ll love it. Then 
watch the second season. You 
won’t love it. Keep watch-
ing—seasons three to five are 
just as incredible as the first. 
–Andie Hutner
“How I Met Your Mother”

This show finally went 
on Netflix sometime last 
semester, and boy did my 
productivity go out the 
window. The show centers 

on Ted’s gang, also featuring 
Lily, Marshall, Robin, and 
Barney, the latter played by 
the absolutely delightful Neil 
Patrick Harris. This show has 
the best running gags since 
“Arrested Development,” and 
you’ll need to know when the 
next slap is going to happen. 
If you think you don’t have 
time, watch an episode like 
“Mary the Paralegal,” “Slap 
Bet,” “Showdown,” or “The 
Bracket.” You’ll make time. 
–Andie Hutner
“Lost”

It feels like it was just 
yesterday that “Lost” ended, 
but it’s been almost two years 
now. Everyone knows the 
plot: An airplane crashes on 
an island, and the survivors 
try to get rescued. Crazy 
things happen to them, 
involving a polar bear and 
a smoke monster. But that’s 
selling it short. “Lost” has 
some of the best character 
work in modern television 
history, along with insanely 
unpredictable twists and 
heart-wrenching death 
scenes. Plus, if  you watch 
it on Netflix, you won’t 
have to wait an eternity of  
a week between episodes. 
The seasons get shorter as 
you get further into the show 
as well, so why are you still 
reading this? Watch the pilot. 
If you’re not addicted, I think 
that you’re the “Lost” one.              

–Georgie Morvis
“One Tree Hill”

Now that the series finale 
has finally happened, what 
could be a better way to start 
off your reading week than 
a trip down memory lane 
with “One Tree Hill”? It’s a 
great mix of inflated drama 
and fantastic story lines that 
will make the humdrum of  
reading week just a little bit 
more exciting. If you start at 
season one, you’ll be thrust 
back to the good old days of  
high school where finals were 
almost exclusively tests and 
(usually) made up a smaller 
percentage of your grade. 
Life was simply a matter of  
who was hooking up with 

whom on a regular basis, 
not just who hooked up with 
whom on Friday at W.I.L.D. 
You’d wonder, is it Lucas 
and Peyton now? Lucas and 
Brooke? Peyton and Nathan? 
And, if you ask her nicely, 
Haley can tutor you in any 
subject you’re now beginning 
to stress over. It’s a total win/
win. –Alieza Schvimer
“Rugrats”

What better way to remem-
ber what it was like before 
we ever had to be concerned 
about grades or exams than 
to watch the show that started 
when most of us were under 
the age of five and had fewer 
worries? You’ve probably 
started feeling the pressure of  

finals, and what better way 
to procrastinate than trying 
to outsmart Angelica? You 
may also be feeling as though 
your words are starting to 
get jumbled and your brain’s 
stopped working, which is 
how Tommy, Chuckie, Phil 
and Lil sounded to their 
parents every day. Instead of  
studying, transport yourself  
back to the good old days 
when life was simpler and 
all you ever had to say out 
loud was “goo” and “gah.” 
Chuckie may have constantly 
said, “Maybe this isn’t such a 
good idea”—but trust me, re-
watching the show definitely 
is. –Alieza Schvimer 

There’s something decid-
edly raw about CD Projekt 
RED’s second game, “The 
Witcher 2.” It’s in the 
unforgiving combat that 
punishes the player for 
every mistake. It’s in the 
story that forces players to 
make tough moral choices. 
It’s the feeling that the 
game wasn’t engineered 
to be a crowd-pleasing 
blockbuster, but that it was 
handcrafted to provide an 
experience that can’t be 
found anywhere else. With 
handcrafting comes some 
rough edges, but despite 
its flaws, “The Witcher 2” 

stands as one of  the best 
role-playing games (RPG) 
in recent memory. 

The game follows the 
story of  the white-haired, 
yellow-eyed Geralt, a 
mutant who makes a living 
as a professional monster 
slayer—a witcher. As the 
subtitle might give away, 
kings are assassinated, and 
our hero is soon embroiled 
in the conflict that follows. 
Unlike in many games, 
there is no relentless, 
primordial evil; instead, 
the conflict is grounded 
in human motivations 
and political intrigue. It’s 
an absorbing, well-paced 
story told in shades of  gray. 

There’s no shortage of  
memorable characters, and 
the writing is appropriately 
sharp. In particular, it’s a 
pleasure to play as Geralt, 
who strikes just the right 
balance between dashing 
hero and calculating merce-
nary, with a bit of  sarcastic 
jerk thrown in for good 
measure.

Although plenty of  
games offer branching 
quests, the implementation 
in “The Witcher 2” is espe-
cially impressive. There’s 
no morality system and no 
glowing orange scars, but 
nearly every quest plays out 
differently based on your 
decisions. In fact, there’s a 
branch so massive it deter-
mines which town Geralt 
visits for the entire middle 
portion of  the game. The 
sheer amount of  content 
you can’t see in one play-
through is remarkable for a 
game of  its size.

CD Projekt RED has 
also paid special attention 
to the side quests, with 
some unfolding across 
different chapters, and new 

phases popping up when 
you least expect them. The 
very first side quest, given 
in the opening minutes of  
the game, is left untouched 
until you meet the right 
character ten hours into 
Geralt’s journey. It’s not 
world-changing, but it’s a 
nice touch that shows off  
the developer’s attention to 
detail.

Even the best RPGs are 
often guilty of  having fan-
tastic worlds, yet painfully 
dull combat. “The Witcher 
2” manages to sidestep that 
category with a combat 
system that’s constantly 
engaging. Combat is a com-
pletely real-time system 
that resembles a hack-and-
slash with light and heavy 
strikes, blocking and so on. 
As a witcher, Geralt also 
has access to spells and 
traps, and can prepare for 
fights by drinking potions 
or coating his sword with 
oils.

However, even with a 
helpful tutorial, combat is 
extremely punishing in the 
earlier stages. In addition 
to Geralt being staggered 
by most enemy attacks, 
animations are lengthy 
and positioning is crucial, 
as backstabs initially do 
double damage. Enemies 
don’t conform to the 

“Assassin’s Creed” school 
of  attacking one at a time, 
meaning an errant slash or 
missed block could result in 
three swords slicing Geralt 
in rapid succession.

The end product is 
a system that requires 
preparation, patience and 
dexterity in equal parts. 
But if  you take your time 
and play more carefully, the 
combat becomes something 
to relish. Drinking just the 
right potions, laying traps 
around the battleground, 
then waiting for the exact 
moment to attack doesn’t 
simply feel fun—it feels like 
the work of  a witcher.

Quests and combat are 
brought together by the 
game’s lavish presentation. 
Some graphical trimmings 
were made in the transition 
from PC to Xbox 360, but 
the engine is still capable of  
producing sweeping vistas, 
detailed character models, 
and the best fabric textures 
known to man. Best of  all, 
CD Projekt RED included 
the native Polish voice 
acting, which instantly 
makes Geralt sound 
manlier and his sorceress 
companion, Triss, sound 
sexier. Seriously, all foreign 
games should have this 
option, and its inclusion is 
unequivocally awesome.

But for all the superla-
tives I’ve heaped upon 
it, “The Witcher 2” still 
has its fair share of  flaws. 
Geralt isn’t always agile 
enough to keep up with 
the pace of  combat, as 
he’s slow to get up and 
sometimes get snagged 
on environmental objects. 
The camera and target-
ing system didn’t always 
respond as expected, and 
these factors combine to 
make fighting in smaller 
areas a chore. The inven-
tory system is a mess, and 
it often takes too many but-
ton presses and too much 
scrolling to do a small task. 
Finally, the cutscenes are 
fond of  haphazardly throw-
ing out tons of  new names 
and locations, often leaving 
me to pore over numerous 
journal entries to get my 
bearings.

Aside from these reserva-
tions, “The Witcher 2” is a 
stellar game, and one that 
wholeheartedly deserves 
your time. In an era when 
games are becomingly 
increasingly homogenous, 
CD Projekt RED has put 
out a title that adheres to its 
own ambitious visions of  
what an RPG should be. If  
nothing else, buy it for the 
Polish voice acting. It’s that 
good.

‘The Witcher 
2: Assassins 

of Kings’

VIDEO GAME REVIEW

BY MICHAEL YANG

BY CADENZA STAFF

What to watch on Netflix (when you should be studying)

COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

 “Arrested Development” is just one of many shows to procrastinate with during this reading week.
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scene

Assistant English profes-
sor Dan Grausam and 
associate English profes-
sor Marina MacKay met 
at Wash. U. nine years 
ago and will leave the 
University together at the 
end of  the academic year. 

After issues arising with 
the University grant-
ing tenure, the couple 
decided to depart Wash. 
U. and take up positions 
at Durham University in 
the U.K. This spring will 
be the last time students 
will see MacKay and 
Grausam teaching courses 
or playing fetch with their 
golden retriever around 
campus. However, despite 
the choice to leave, they 
expressed their fondness 
for the University and its 
students.

MacKay hails from 
the Isle of  Lewis off  the 
west coast of  Scotland. 
She completed her 
undergraduate degree 
at the University of  St. 
Andrews and her doc-
torate in English from 
the University of  East 
Anglia before moving to 
St. Louis. She specializes 
in 20th-century British 
writing and the history of  
the novel with a research 
interest in World War II 
literature. 

Grausam grew up in Los 
Angeles and attended the 
University of  California, 
Berkley, for both his 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees. He specializes 
in 20th- and 21st-century 
American literature with a 
research focus on the cul-
ture and literature of  the 
Cold War era. Both profes-
sors spend a majority of  
their time in the classroom 

teaching, but they also 
supervise graduate stu-
dents and undergraduate 
honors-seeking students 
and are actively involved 
in research in their respec-
tive fields. 

The two professors met 
in 2003 during Grausam’s 
job interview with the 
University. 

“I was impressed with 
his interview,” MacKay, 
who was on the interview-
ing committee, said. 

Their relationship 
grew and developed 
over the following years. 
With some enjoyment, 
MacKay discussed their 
one shared hobby, caring 
for their adopted dog from 
Dirk’s Fund in St. Louis, 
a golden retriever rescue 
service. 

Grausam enjoys the 
responsibilities that 
come with owning a dog. 
“Walking the dog, hanging 
out with the dog, play-
ing fetch,” Grausam said. 
“Fetch, I think, is therapy 
for the dog, of  course, but 
it’s also therapy for the 
owner.”

Both professors agreed 
that their time at Wash. U. 
has been rewarding. 

“The best part of  the job 
has been in the class-
room,” Grausam said. 
“It’s not that the individ-
ual folks are outstanding 
but that the consistency of  
intelligence is shocking.” 
MacKay agreed: “The 
undergrads are just the 
absolute highlight.” 

“There’s something 
about the undergrads who 
decide to come to the 
Midwest. It’s a remark-
ably supportive group, and 
though people, I think, 
are incredibly com-
petitive with themselves, 

there doesn’t seem to 
be an antagonistic vibe 
with their classmates,” 
Grausam said. 

Some of  their most 
exciting experiences, in 
fact, have stemmed from 
teaching freshman-level 
courses. 

“The place that I expect 
real surprises is often at 
the intro level,” Grausam 
said. “I taught the 
Introduction to Literary 
Studies course and that 
should be kind of  bread 
and butter—the same old 
nuts and bolts, introduc-
tory stuff  that you do 
every other semester—and 
that often produces some 
of  the most exciting stuff  
for me. I’ve taught it so 
many times, and every 
time has been completely 
different.”

 “A freshman seminar 
can also be super excit-
ing, especially if  you are 
teaching it in the fall of  
freshman year when the 
students are so intellectu-
ally hungry and alive and 
full of  energy riding that 
emotional high from mov-
ing to college,” he added.

Both MacKay and 
Grausam were full of  
advice for students across 
all stages of  their aca-
demic lives. 

“Do more with less,” 
Grausam said. “By that 
I mean the student body 
here has been under such 
enormous pressure to suc-
ceed for so long that there 
can be a tendency to try to 
do too much and over-
extend oneself  in terms of  
a diversity of  interests that 
prevents them from pursu-
ing their deepest passion 
with the intensity they 
could give to it if  they did 
a little less.” 

“My advice is to take 
advice,” MacKay added. 
“It’s always extraordinary 
when students are like, 
‘I’m so sorry to bother 
you,’ and then they’ll ask 
some question, and it’ll be 
a really important ques-
tion. That happens with 
sufficient regularity. There 
are all sorts of  students 
you could help with intel-
lectual manners and career 
matters. Students are too 
afraid of  eating into your 
time to ask for the help 
you can give them.”

According to Grausam, 
in addition to seeking 
advice, it is essential to 
emphasize the significance 
of  a liberal arts education.

“The culture will tell 
you that the classic ques-
tion of  an English major 
is, ‘What will you do 
with an English major?’” 
Grausam said. “It’s the 
same question for a phi-
losophy major or a history 
major. Answer those ques-
tions with, ‘I will work 
in a career that requires 
me to consume massive 
amounts of  information, 
to synthesize that infor-
mation, to think critically 
about it, and then to report 
back on the synthesis 
of  that information at a 
very high level.’ And it 
is precisely the flexibility 
of  the humanities or the 
liberal arts in terms of  
synthesizing diverse kinds 
of  information that makes 
it such powerful training.”

Grausam and McKay 
are both excited but 
apprehensive about the 
trans-Atlantic move, but 
they encourage current 
and former students to stay 
in touch—both before and 
after their departure.

BY KRIS CAMPA

A last look at Professors Dan Grausam and Marina MacKay

LEAH KUCERA | STUDENT LIFE

KASTYN MATHENEY | STUDENT LIFE

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

GRAUSAM AND MACKAY: 
AT A GLANCE

HOMETOWNS
Grausam: Los Angeles, CA
MacKay: Isle of Lewis, 
Scotland

EDUCATION
Grausam: University of California, 
Berkley
MacKay: University of St. Andrews, 
University of East Anglia

PETS
Golden Retriever

FUTURE PLANS
Relocating to Durham University, 
U.K. 
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ACROSS
1 Fodder figure?
5 First Greek

consonant
9 Antlered grazers

13 Australia’s national
gemstone

14 Wail
15 Winter forecast
16 Melodies for a

soothing
atmosphere

18 “Henry’s Crime”
actor Reeves

19 College
application part

20 Nothing to
suggest, as foul
play

22 Positive energy
25 Home of the Ivy

League’s
Bulldogs

28 Safe havens
32 Lawyers’ org.
33 Shopping center?
35 Pooh-pooh
36 With 39-Across,

convenience that
might include the
dish spelled out
by the first few
letters of the
answers to 16-,
22-, 50- and 60-
Across

39 See 36-Across
41 Course’s 18
42 Sci. class
44 Sorority letter
45 Black hair and

almond-shaped
eyes, e.g.

47 Certain sail spars
50 Pick up

momentum
52 Tour in a double-

decker bus,
perhaps

55 Valium maker
59 Southwestern

brick
60 2002 Jodie

Foster thriller
63 Deli subs
64 Nile slitherers
65 Par for the

course
66 Unwelcome

look
67 Apollo’s

instrument
68 “Don’t move,

Spot!”

DOWN
1 Unspecified

amount
2 Wall St. events
3 Landlocked Asian

republic
4 Gerontologist’s

study
5 Mitt Romney’s

alma mater: Abbr.
6 Homer’s saffron-

robed goddess
7 Star shine
8 Big name in foil
9 Refined and

discriminating
taste

10 Low in fat
11 Numbers game
12 Double __ Oreo
15 Alpine

competitor’s
protection

17 “Don’t interfere,”
briefly

21 Grads-to-be: Abbr.
23 “My bad!”
24 Dork
25 Harbor party site
26 Can’t stomach
27 Ali who retired

with a perfect 
24-0 record
29 Clucking quarters
30 Faith

31 Opposition group
34 Brownstone

hangout
37 Dennis, much to

Mr. Wilson’s
dismay

38 Will subjects
40 Mont Blanc, par

exemple
43 “Piece of cake!”
46 Bro’s playmate
48 Grand Marquis,

for short

49 Decks out
51 Landlocked Asian

republic
52 Satirist Mort
53 Nantes notion
54 Reason for an R

rating
56 Odd old fellow
57 Wedding dance
58 Award for

“Modern Family”
61 “Fresh Air” airer
62 Sussex suffix

      4/26 Puzzle Solved
By Don Gagliardo and C.C. Burnikel

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
      4/26 PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2
3 4

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

4/30/12

HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

4/26 SOLUTION

topic:  National Animals

Pathem™ Puzzle Solution

©2011 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. The 
correct solution will 
spell the complete 
phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters 
as needed to complete the spelling 
path in order. Each letter will appear 
only once in the grid. 

© 2011 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: National Animals

your AD here.

SPONSORED BY:

maniapuzzle

From Words with Friends 
to Instagram to iFart Mobile, 
the app market is a diverse 
assortment of both useful and 
pointless time-consuming 
technologies. To add to this 
collection, a group of Wash. 
U. students has been hosting 
“Hackathons” in which they 
code for up to 42 hours using 
the Windows Phone platform, 
which allows third-party 
members to create applica-
tions and submit them for 
official Microsoft approval 
for a spot in the Windows 
Phone Marketplace. Here 
is a preview of some of the 
applications developed during 
these meetings. To view and 
download more products of  
these hacking sessions, visit: 
http://students.cec.wustl.
edu/~acm/hackathon/wash-
UApps.html. 

METROLINK 
TIMETABLE
Developer: Shubho Sadhu, gradu-
ate student

MetroLink Timetable is 
exactly what it sounds like. 
After you select your location, 
this app will notify you of the 
nearest MetroLink station 
and the times that the Metro 
is expected to arrive that day. 
The inspiration came from 

Shubho’s personal annoyance 
with the lack of accessibil-
ity of MetroLink schedules. 
“Before each break, I had a 
routine: wake up, do laundry, 
finish packing, take the 
MetroLink to the airport, go 
through security, grab lunch, 
catch my flight. I was always 
a bit rushed in the morning, 
and checking the MetroLink 
timetable PDF on my phone 
was a pain. So I started tinker-
ing around with a MetroLink 
Timetable app. It’s now on the 
Marketplace, and St. Louis 
Metro loves it. I’m all about 
making other people’s lives 
easier, and this app does just 
that.”

IDOBI
Developer: Brian Fink, junior

This idobi app is the online 
alternative to the radio station 
idobi Radio. The app features 
recent music news, photos 
from concerts, podcasts and 
interviews from the DJs of  
idobi Radio. It also has the 
ability to play the online 
stream of idobi Radio.

SIMPLE 
CYPHERS
Developer: Leland Mayron, 
junior

Simple Cyphers allows 
users to encode and decode 

text using multiple different 
cypher methods. It is designed 
to be secure and easy for the 
user to navigate. After the 
user types content into the 
plain text field, this applica-
tion will encrypt the text. This 
removes the need for extensive 

computer science knowledge 
to create other Windows 
Phone applications. It will 
also decode encrypted text.

LIGHT BRIGHT
Developer: Katie Ford, sophomore

This application is equiva-
lent to an electronic version 
of Lite-Brite. After the user 
selects a color from a row of  
buttons, he or she will click on 
one of the circles that fill the 
screen. Place the color on the 
circle and repeat the process 

until the desired picture is cre-
ated. Once a design is made, 
the user can hit a button, 
which will make the circles of  
color appear to light up.

WORD
ON THE STREET

Trey Young
sophomore

“I didn’t really know 
the band at all, but 
the music was OK.”

Damari Croswell
freshman

“I don’t remember 
W.I.L.D.”

Hanna Colin
Sophomore
 
“So, I know people were 
really upset because they 
were, like, ‘Who the hell 
is this band?’ But they 
were actually the perfect 
combination for Spring 
W.I.L.D. because you 
could dance to it but you 
could chill also.”

What did you think of 
Spring W.I.L.D.?

Students create new applications in Hackathon

Screenshots of applications developed: From left to right: Metrolink Timetable, Light Bright, Simple Cyphers, and Idobi. 

KARLI MCBRYDE | STUDENT LIFE

BY ALANA HAUSER
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FREAKY FAST DELIVERY!
©2011 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC    ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

WE
DELIVER!

brainstorming. A bulldozer 
was on there, and a trans-
former was on there, and 
so we kind of put the two 
together,” Rhoades said.

For their efforts, they won 
a gourmet dessert party at 
Coffee Cartel, free tickets 
to any AMC theater and to 
the Pageant, Bear Discounts 
Cards, a mini helmet auto-
graphed by the Rams, and gift 
cards to Snarf’s Sub Shop.

“We’ve come back every 
year; we’ll be back next year, 
I’m sure,” Rhoades added.

The event was co-sponsored 
by Habitat for Humanity and 
Theta Xi Fraternity for the 
second year in a row.

Habitat for Humanity 
campus chapter president, 
junior Aviya Lanis, said that 
the event went well despite 
some last-minute difficulties 
in moving the event from its 
typical location on the Swamp 

because of weather concerns. 
“I think it did limit the 

amount of people we could 
fit in, mostly because there’s 
only so many people you can 
fit in this room and to have 
space for them to build the 
cardboard [creations], and 
otherwise one of the main 
issues was just making sure 
everyone knew that it was 
indoors instead of on the 
Swamp,” Lanis said.

She said Habitat for 
Humanity was also pleased 
with participation in the event 
and with the number of prize 
donations they were able to 
solicit from local businesses.

“We had six teams who 
competed, more signed up 
and found out they couldn’t 
stay for the entire event; there 
were teams who donated $50 
worth and just couldn’t make 
it, but I think it was pretty 
good,” Lanis said. “Not every 

team got something, but I 
think it was a good amount of  
certificate distribution.” 

“We [had] a lot more 
variety of prizes rather than 
having…major advertisement, 
but otherwise I think it’s been 
pretty true to its name,” she 
added.

Theta Xi Fraternity mem-
bers helped coordinate and 
advertise the event to try and 
help Habitat for Humanity 
extend its work throughout 
the community.

“It was just a fun event, and 
it got Habitat for Humanity—
their name—out to the 
students,” Brian Yoo, a fresh-
man and the philanthropy 
chair of Theta Xi said.

All of the cardboard used 
in the building challenge was 
donated by Walmart, and stu-
dents had begun recycling the 
materials before the prize win-
ners were announced.

news

BUILD FROM PAGE 1

Left to right: Adrienne Knapp, Stephen Kuhn and Colleen Rhoades pose with Gage Crawford 
dressed as Optimus Habitat. The team took first place at the fifth annual Building Challenge Sunday. 

MICHAEL TABB | STUDENT LIFE
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Catch an error in 
this issue?
Let us know!

Email us at copy@studlife.com
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