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sales, and those additional seats 
sold out as well.

This year’s production of  
Carnaval, titled “…And We’re 
Live!,” was based on the theme of  
inter-Latino racial issues in televi-
sion programming.

Carnaval served as a fund-
raiser for Washington University’s 
Niños, Cambios and Puertas pro-
grams, which organize tutoring for 
children and raise money for schol-
arships for those students.

Carnaval featured the work of  
more than 150 student, some of  
whom had been working on the 
show since the fall semester.

Script-writing for Carnaval  
began in the fall. The skit writing 
committee, composed of about 
half a dozen people, worked on 
writing it for a large bit of the first 
semester.

“I think it’s been very helpful 
and kept the quality of the skit 
where it needs to be, because there’s 
more input on different perspec-
tives,” ALAS president and senior 
Edward Poyo said.

Preparation for the dance por-
tion of the show started in the fall 
semester as well.

Dance planning begins every 
November with choreographer 
auditions. Carnaval co-chairs are in 
charge of choosing choreographers 
based on their two- to three-minute 
samples of the dances they are 

auditioning for.
Co-chairs choose about a dozen 

dances for the show, Poyo said.
Once choreographers are cho-

sen, they have a set of deadlines 
for their music and choreography 
before they hold dancer auditions 
in mid-January.

To streamline the process, danc-
ers rank dances by preference and 
the choreographers choose dancers 
they want for their performances.

Once dancers are chosen, prac-
tices start almost immediately. 
Poyo said that most choreogra-
phers held practices at least twice a 
week for two hours.

The show used costumes from 
previous years as well as new cos-
tumes bought with Student Union 
funds.

Instead of splitting the money 
equally between groups as in pre-
vious years, ALAS decided to 
distribute the SU money to three 
different dance groups to buy 
higher-quality costumes. The three 
groups that get the extra money will 
rotate every year so that each group 
will eventually have costumes that 
they can reuse every year.

“The overall quality of the show 
was very good. I think it was well 
put together and I think it smashed 
all the other shows that I’ve seen so 
far,” Poyo said.
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Clockwise from top: Salsa dancers spice up the dance floor at Carnaval 2012. Belly Dancers show off their stuff for the 
crowd. Latin fusion dancers glide across the floor at Carnaval 2012.
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S
aturday night at around 
9 p.m., the police broke 
up a massive fight on 
the Delmar Loop and 

closed off  large sections of  Delmar 
Boulevard. Later, at around 11 
p.m., shots were fired at the corner 
of  Delmar and Skinker Boulevards, 
near Church’s Chicken. While no 
Wash. U. students were directly 
involved in either incident, students 
frequent the Loop and are part 
of  the larger St. Louis commu-
nity, and this incident is just one 
manifestation of  the deep-seated 
socio-economic problems in the 
area. It is also significant because 
Wash. U. is currently planning an 
$80 million new student housing 
project for Delmar Boulevard and 
Eastgate Avenue, slated to open in 
2014. While the new housing has 

the potential to help the area pros-
per, it is important to remember 
that improving and integrating a 
community takes more than simply 
putting up new buildings. As part 
of  the project, we hope to see a 
substantive and increased interac-
tion between Wash. U. and the 
greater University City community. 
In particular, the University should 
remain mindful of  the surrounding 
area and take care not to overstep 
its place. 

The stark socioeconomic dispar-
ity between the areas north and 
south of  the Loop is central to the 
problem. The unruly behavior on 
Saturday night, while shocking, is 
nothing particularly new for the 
area. St. Louis is one of  the most 
racially and economically segre-
gated cities in the United States. 

Students often joke about living in 
the “Wash. U. bubble” the bound-
aries of  which are at least partially 
set by the Loop. The Loop, and 
more broadly, Delmar Boulevard, 
has historically been a dividing 
line. In a recent video report, the 
BBC observed that the median 
home value north of  the Loop is 
$73,000, versus $335,000 south of  
the street. St. Louis is known as 
a violent city; even the area near 
Wash. U. has a reputation for being 
unsafe. But the gut reaction of  the 
Wash. U. community is more often 
than not to ignore the violence and 
stay close to campus until gradua-
tion. While many students may not 
feel a need to leave the Danforth 
Campus, both Wash. U. and 
University City would benefit from 
a more integrated relationship.

The development project will 
bring more students to the Loop 
and open up storefronts as well, 
which will be available to local 
business.  Hopefully, by extend-
ing Wash. U. housing further into 
the Loop, students and University 
City residents alike will benefit 
from the increased safety efforts 
that will result. If  the University’s 
efforts are successful, the improved 
security on the Loop may also help 
Wash .U.’s reputation as a school. 
St. Louis as a whole has a poor 
reputation and increased safety in 
the surrounding area would likely 
attract more prospective students. 

As the University attempts to 
extend its boundaries, though, 
its efforts should be on integrat-
ing into the surrounding area, 
not attempting fundamentally to 

change the community around the 
school. As Wash. U.’s presence 
expands, it is important to remain 
aware of  the nature of  area, rather 
than turn a blind eye and remain 
oblivious. Wash. U. should espe-
cially avoid taking a  “Big Brother” 
attitude where it tries to “fix” the 
community; instead, its approach 
should focus on collaboration. 
Putting up new buildings and 
expanding further into the Loop 
has great potential but is far from a 
panacea. The violence of  Saturday 
night, while unfortunate, should 
serve as a point from which to 
move forward—not by extending 
Wash. U.’s bubble over Delmar but 
by working with the community 
to solve the larger problems that 
cannot be solved through construc-
tion alone.
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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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O
n Thursday, Rep. Bobby Rush, 
D-Ill., was escorted off  the 
floor of  the U.S. House of  
Representatives for wearing 

breaking House rules by wearing a hoodie 
while the body was in session. But even 
though he broke the rules, Rep. Rush did the 
right thing. 

Rep. Rush was trying to show his support 
for the family of Trayvon Martin, the 17-year-
old who was shot last month by George 
Zimmerman, a neighborhood watch official. 
Martin’s death has sparked a nationwide 
outrage at what appears to be a case of racial 
profiling.

The main part of  the debate surrounding 
Rush’s speech has been whether he should 
have been kicked off  the House floor for 
wearing a hooded sweatshirt in a demonstra-
tion of support. Surprisingly, the answer is 
very simple: he absolutely should have been. 
House rules clearly state that you cannot 
wear a hat or hood in the chamber as a sign 
of respect. It’s a stupid rule, but I’m not the 
one who gets to decide (probably for good 
reason).

But Rep. Rush knew exactly what he was 
doing when he decided to wear a hood on the 
House floor and quote the Bible in an attempt 
to offer his condolences to both Trayvon’s 
family and his soul. I have no doubt that Rep. 
Rush was very aware of what he was doing 
when he wore a hoodie under his suit jacket.

Even if  he technically broke the rules, 
he definitely did the right thing. Congress 
has been called on several times to ask for a 
federal investigation into the Trayvon Martin 
case (his parents testified in Washington last 

week). What Rep. Rush did was make the 
issue much more personal and blunt.

It is easy not to worry about the case of a 
shooting in Florida, especially when you are 
tasked with running the day-to-day operations 
of a country as large as the United States. But 
this (indeed any) case that results in the death 
of a young person deserves national attention.

What Rep. Rush did was bring Trayvon 
Martin’s death to the House floor and make 
everyone take notice, showing his solidarity, 
his rage and his sadness at what happened to 
Trayvon Martin, and what happens to thou-
sands of young people around the country 
every year.

Rep. Rush absolutely broke the rules. 
But sometimes, silly rules are meant to be 
broken in order to expose a greater problem 
or a greater truth. By being kicked out of  the 
House chamber, he continued the national 
discussion on the Trayvon Martin case, and 
showed demonstrators that they have power-
ful allies and friends who are willing to break 
the rules in order to make their messages 
heard.

Rep. Rush did the right thing. He knew 
what was going to happen when he took to 
the floor and knew that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
was going to be asked to escort him out. But 
by breaking the rules he showed his solidar-
ity, and made the Trayvon Martin case much 
more personal to Congress, calling on them 
to do something more, calling on them to do 
more than just sit on the sidelines. Rep. Rush 
performed admirably and forevermore I will 
admire him as a politician, for willingly break-
ing the rules in order to tell truth to power.

R
ecently, Rolling Stone published 
an article on a sordid affair 
involving a Dartmouth fraternity 
member, Andrew Lohse of Sigma 

Alpha Epsilon, and his efforts to shut down 
heinous hazing practices. These practices 
include, but are not limited to, eating “vom-
lets,” fried mixtures of egg and vomit, and 
swimming in kiddie pools of vomit, urine, 
feces, alcohol, sperm and whatever other fun 
treats brothers can think of. What this episode 
reveals, more than anything, is the ineptitude 
of the Dartmouth administration and the 
need for law enforcement to step in, if not take 
further action.

While I fully support the right of individuals 
to do what they will with their bodies, hazing 
is coercive, psychologically damaging and 
has led to a few infamous deaths; its ban at 
Washington University and most peer institu-
tions is entirely justified. Fraternities that haze 
need to be harshly punished, and the attitude 
of Dartmouth’s administration toward hazing, 
for this incident and throughout its history, has 
been appalling. It has charged Lohse, as well 
as 27 other SAE members, with hazing, but 
given that Lohse’s estranged brothers categori-
cally deny any involvement in hazing, it is very 
possible that Lohse, who brought the evidence 
to light, will be the only one to suffer.

Dartmouth’s failure to curb the outrageous 
practices of its fraternities is not new. In 1999, 
then-president James Wright attempted to 
end the established Greek system by forc-
ing fraternities to go coed to halt the abusive 
pledging practices occurring at the school. A 
year later, he was forced to scuttle the plan in 
the face of fierce opposition from students and 
alumni. The current president, Jim Yong Kim, 
claims to have little power over the university’s 
fraternities, and upon becoming president, 

assured the organizations that he would make 
no attempt to change them.

Dartmouth, it seems, is incapable of  
stopping the abusive nature of fraternities. 
Administrators do not want to, and when 
they do, the power of fraternities and alumni 
renders them inadequate. This isn’t surprising; 
at a school where around 25 percent of gradu-
ates accept jobs in business and finance, many 
of whom later donate significantly to their 
alma mater, it is difficult to alter an institution 
that is so central to the student experience. 
Still, the risk of reduced income should not be 
enough to deter the administration from crack-
ing down on fraternities that practice hazing. 
Indeed, the fact that administrators won’t risk 
the school’s cash flow is appalling, suggesting 
that Dartmouth’s morals can be bought.

Clearly, another force is necessary to correct 
the wrongs committed at Dartmouth. The 
school is impotent, and fraternities show no 
desire to change; many members who have 
graduated fondly recall their days of “dom-
ing,” a drinking game in which two people 
compete to be the first to throw up on the 
other. Given the frequency and magnitude 
of complaints, legal forces that prosecute for 
hazing crimes have an obligation to inves-
tigate Dartmouth. Of course, this may not 
be enough. Dartmouth’s abusive fraternities 
are so institutionalized that alumni—many 
of whom are executives on Wall Street—are 
known to return to their old frat houses and 
hang with new brothers while pledges regur-
gitate vomlets. More than a legal crackdown 
might be required; given the embedded nature 
of physical and sexual assault at Dartmouth 
fraternities, it might behoove higher powers to 
remove them entirely.

What can get you kicked 
out of Congress

Hazing at Dartmouth

Matthew Curtis is a Junior in Arts & Sciences. 
Write to Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.COM

BY DANIEL DEIBLER

BY MATTHEW CURTIS

STAFF EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL CARTOON

AUDREY WESTCOTT | STUDENT LIFE

Wash. U. construction on Delmar
should hold weekend’s events a stark reminder

Daniel Deibler is a sophomore in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to Daniel Deibler at 
DANIEL.DEIBLER@STUDLIFE.COM
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cadenza

After what amounted to 
an unusually but not ridicu-
lously long winter hiatus, 
“Community” returned to 
NBC on March 15. The 
three episodes since the 
return have been … decent. 
I wasn’t exactly part of  the 
#sixseasonsandamovie 
campaign on Twitter, but 
I do like “Community.” 
The problem is, a show that 
exists primarily to mock 
tropes from other shows 
will eventually run out of  
material.

“Community” has 
attempted to handle this 
problem by getting weirder 
and weirder. It was all fun 
in season one, but things 
just don’t make sense 
anymore. Consider the 
character arc for Señor 
Chang. Student Chang? 
Security Guard Chang? 
Back in the day, he was 
a fairly simple, funny 
character—the Chinese guy 
teaching a Spanish class 
(even though he clearly 
didn’t know much Spanish). 
When that joke ran out, he 
became extremely bitter in 
season two because the cen-
tral study group wouldn’t 
let him join in its fun. His 
character is even crazier in 
season three. 

This season, the creators 

of  “Community” have 
revealed that a major char-
acter will die. My money’s 
on Chang. If  the writers 
take him any further into 
mental instability, the only 
possible results are death or 
a padded cell.

The entire cast has gone 
through a similar evolution. 
Jeff  has gone from “lov-
ably narcissistic” to “taking 
anti-anxiety drugs that turn 
him into the Hulk at some 
kid’s bar mitzvah.” Abed 
has gone from “autistic kid 
trying to make sense of  the 
world through TV tropes” 
to “evil genius about to 
start a school-wide war over 
a pillow fort.” In fact, Abed 
learns about his future 
character arc when he 
meets his goateed shadow 
self. Abed’s alter ego tells 

him, “This is really crazy. 
And inaccessible, and 
maybe too dark.” A meta-
phor for “Community” 
itself, perhaps?

I understand that in 
order to keep viewers 
interested, a show has to 
grow and progress. And 
I’m glad that “Community” 
seems to have achieved 
the ratings necessary to 
allow for a fourth-season 
renewal. I’m just a little 
concerned about what the 
show’s writers plan to do 
with that potential fourth 
season. Because if  it does 
carry on being “inacces-
sible, and maybe too dark,” 
then “Community” will 
eventually end in disaster—
with or without Twitter 
campaigns.

“One Tree Hill” will 
end tomorrow night after 
a nine-season tenure. It 
premiered on the WB on 
Sept. 23, 2003. Yes, 2003. 
As in one year before 
“Lost” premiered and 
a year in which I, now 
about to graduate from 
college, was still in middle 
school. That is a really, 
really long time ago. 
Think about all the better 
shows that have come and 
gone in that time. Are 
you thoroughly depressed 
now?

The WB-turned-CW 
show is about the town 
of  Tree Hill, N. C. When 
it began, it starred Chad 
Michael Murray as Lucas 
Scott, an unpopular (yet 
incredibly attractive) kid 
raised by a single mother, 
even though his father 
lived in the same town, 
raising his other, legiti-
mate son, Nathan (James 
Lafferty), who happens to 
be the same age as Lucas. 
The boys rarely interact, 
but that all changes when 
Lucas gets a coveted spot 
on the high school basket-
ball team, which Nathan 
happens to be captain of. 
Their rivalry grows when 
Lucas becomes interested 
in Nathan’s girlfriend 
Peyton and subsequently 
when Nathan falls in love 
with Lucas’ best friend, 
Haley. The first season 
ends with the half  broth-
ers in a truce and with the 
Nathan, having achieved 
emancipation, marrying 
Haley so they could live 
together.

I’ll admit that that’s 

where the show lost me. 
The characters, who were 
probably sophomores in 
high school (but might 
have been juniors), got 
married. Even 14-year-old 
me recognized how ridicu-
lous that was. I stopped 
watching about halfway 
through season two, 
because I just couldn’t 
deal with the absurdity of  
it all. I tuned in again dur-
ing season five when the 
writers’ strike of  2007-8 
left me with little else 
to watch and when the 
show had fast-forwarded 
through the characters’ 
college years so that 
they were 22—finally, a 
respectable age for how 
they acted.

But then the writers’ 
strike was resolved and 
the rest of  my shows came 
back. I forgot about “One 
Tree Hill” show, only to 
be reminded a few weeks 
ago that it was ending. 
I couldn’t believe it was 
still even on, and, like I 
mentioned earlier, it got 
me thinking about all the 
shows that have come and 
gone in its wake.

Here are three of  my 
WB/CW favorites that 
should have lasted longer, 
just to show how “One 
Tree Hill” should have 
ended years ago. (And yes, 
I’ll even leave out “Buffy” 
because that’s such an 
obvious choice it’s not 
even worth talking about.)

1. “Gilmore Girls”
Sure, this mother/

daughter dramedy had a 
great run at seven seasons, 
but that’s still two fewer 
than what “One Tree 

Hill” has received. The 
story of  Lorelei and Rory 
Gilmore was completely 
delightful, and, it would 
have been nice having two 
more seasons focusing 
on them, rather than on 
Christopher and April.

2. “Veronica Mars”
Probably the most 

underrated show on the 
UPN/CW network, 
“Veronica Mars” featured 
Kristen Bell as the title 
character, a teenager who 
solved crimes with her 
private-eye father. The 
show had wit and charm 
out the wazoo, and the 
relationship between 
Veronica and Logan was 
one for the ages. Watch 
season one immediately. 
You’ll be sucked in right 
away, and the solutions 
to the mysteries are just 
wonderful.

3. “Jack & Bobby”
I’m probably the only 

person at this school 
who still remembers this 
show, which aired for one 
season from 2004 to 2005. 
It was about two teen 
brothers, one of  whom 
would be elected president 
in 2040. (And no, it wasn’t 
about the Kennedys). The 
show flashes forward to 
a documentary about the 
president (who, surpris-
ingly turns out to be 
Bobby, not older brother 
and golden boy Jack). It’s 
actually way more inter-
esting than what I just 
described. And a fun fact 
for “Mad Men” devotees: 
The show starred Jessica 
Paré (Megan Draper on 
“Mad Men”) and John 
Slattery (Roger Sterling) 
as her father. Weird!

“Dance Moms: Miami” 
is really no different than 
the original “Dance Moms,” 
which, like any successful 
reality show these days, was 
bound to produce a spinoff. 
If  you’ve watched the origi-
nal, you pretty much know 
what to expect: intense 
coaches, talented young 
dancers and their passionate 
moms. Drama is inevitable 
between these mothers. 

The new spinoff  takes 
place at Stars Dance Studio, 
with renowned contem-
porary dance instructors 
Victor Smalley (who was a 
finalist on the sixth season 
of   “So You Think You Can 
Dance”) and Angel Armas 

leading the dancers to star-
dom. After all, their motto is 
“Turning Kids into Dancers 
and Dancers into Stars.”  

The most novel element 
in terms of  casting for 
“Dance Moms: Miami” 
was the inclusion of  a male 
dancer, Lucas. Besides 
Lucas, the cast includes 
Sammy, Jessica, Kimberly 
and Hannah—along with 
their fame-starved mothers. 
Instead of  the infamous 
“pyramid” Abby Lee (the 
instructor on the original 
“Dance Moms”) uses, 
Victor and Angel use “the 
list” to rank their dancers 
(and create some internal 
drama).  

Will “Dance Moms: 
Miami” live up to its 

predecessor? In this new 
cast, people are going to be 
looking for the same charac-
ter types represented by the 
original moms. (Who will be 
the working mom like Holly, 
for example?) Not to men-
tion that viewers will want a 
rivalry like the one between 
Abby and Cathy. Not much 
has been released about the 
parents, so I guess we’ll have 
to watch the premiere to get 
a true sense of  the personali-
ties. There will certainly be 
no shortage of  talent.

Tune in on April 3 at 
9:30 p.m. CST on Lifetime 
(right after the hour-and-a-
half  season finale of  Dance 
Moms) to meet the new 
cast and watch the drama 
unfold.

While some other celebri-
ties such as Al Gore and 
Sofia Vergara have cancelled 
their speaking engagements 
at Washington University, 
two high-profile speak-
ers will be on campus this 
week. One of them, singer-
songwriter and nine-time 
Grammy Award winner 
John Legend, will be speak-
ing and singing in Graham 
Chapel this Friday, April 6, 
at 7 p.m.

Every year the Association 
of Black Students (ABS) 
holds the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Symposium and 
brings a speaker to campus 
that its members believe 
embodies the legacy of  
Martin Luther King Jr. This 
year that speaker is John 
Legend.

“A lot of  people get 
excited about the fact that 
he’s singing,” junior Justin 
Nicks, president of  ABS, 
said. “I’m more excited 
about the content, because 
he’s a young gentleman 

who’s really using his role as 
a singer, as an influencer, to 
really reach back and speak 
on a very important issue.”

When you think of John 
Legend, you probably know 
him as a singer, pianist, actor 
and nine-time Grammy 
Award winner, but he’s also 
an activist. Although he will 
be performing four or five 
songs, for the bulk of  the eve-
ning he will be talking about 
a topic that resonates with all 
of  us: education.

ABS came together and 
decided on the topic of  
education for this year’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Symposium before choosing 
John Legend as the keynote 
speaker. According to senior 
Justine Anderson, ABS’s 
education chair, the group’s 
goal this year is to cultivate, 
enhance and expand the 
University’s connected 
community.

“We think that the issue 
of  education, bringing it 
up, is something that would 
really benefit our com-
munity because education 

is something that we’re all 
involved with,” Anderson 
said.

Before Legend’s speech 
this Friday, ABS has planned 
a number of  events includ-
ing a screening of “Waiting 
for Superman” on Monday, 
volunteering at Kids’ Place 
on Tuesday, and a discussion 
on education disparities on 
Wednesday. The week will 
culminate in the sympo-
sium at which Legend will 
perform, speak and hold a 
question-and-answer ses-
sion. ABS will give out its 
annual college scholarships, 
“Dollars for Scholars,” to 
local St. Louis high school 
students at the symposium.

“I’m really curious as to 
what he thinks us college stu-
dents can do to get involved 
to help close the achieve-
ment gap and really help 
us to eliminate educational 
disparities,” Nicks said.

Nicks hopes the event 
will motivate students to 
take action on social issues, 
whether or not those issues 
are related to education. He 

believes the event is more 
than just an opportunity to 
see someone famous speak.

A number of  student 
groups are co-sponsoring the 
event, including the Black 
Alumni Council, Books and 
Basketball, the Stereotypes, 
the Learning to Live 
Mentoring program and City 
Faces. Additional sponsors 
include the National Black 
MBA Association and Teach 
For America.

Tickets for John Legend’s 
speech can be picked up at 
the Edison Box Office with a 
valid Washington University 
ID. Half  of  the tickets will be 
given out on Tuesday, April 
3, starting at 10 a.m., and the 
other half  will be given out 
on Wednesday, April 4, start-
ing at the same time. ABS 
members expect the tickets, 
which are free to students, to 
be in high demand.

Doors open at 6:30 on 
Friday. Students must 
present a valid Washington 
University ID and their 
ticket in order to enter 
Graham Chapel.

‘One Tree Hill’ ending 
Tuesday night, finally

‘Community’ is back,
but how’s it doing?

‘Dance Moms: Miami’
gives overbearing parents 

another platform to torture 
their kids for reality TV fame

John Legend coming to campus to speak on education

BY NORA LONG

BY JENNIFER GOLDBERGER

BY ALIEZA SCHVIMER

BY ANDIE HUTNER

John Legend performs during a climate rally on the National Mall 
to celebrate Earth Day in Washington, D.C., on Sunday, April 25, 
2010. On campus, John Legend will speak about education.

OLIVIER DOULIERY | ABACA PRESS | MCT

Pictured (left to right): Lee Norris as Marvin ‘Mouth’ McFadden, Antwon Tanner as Skills, Sophia 
Bush as Brooke Davis, Chad Michael Murray as Lucas Scott, Hilarie Burton as Peyton Sawyer, 
James Lafferty as Nathan Scott and Bethany Joy Lenz as Haley James Scott in “One Tree Hill.”

The cast of Community (above) returned to NBC for another 
season of the hit show on March 15, 2012.

ANDREW ECCLES | THE CW

COURTESY OF NBC
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Washington University’s 
Dominantly Inherited Alzheimer 
Network (DIAN) received a 
$4.2 million grant to research 
Alzheimer’s disease prevention 
in people who are prone to the 
disease due to genetic mutation. 

The Alzheimer’s Association 
awarded the grant to the DIAN’s 
Therapeutic Trials Unit in late 
March.

The funding will help scientists 
achieve a better understanding of  
the progression of  Alzheimer’s 
disease in order to develop effec-
tive prevention and treatment 
programs. It will also allow them 
to accelerate current research 

into drug and biomarker design 
for hereditary and premature 
cases of  the disease.

The grant will allow 
researchers to establish an 
infrastructure for pilot trials of  
drug therapies for dominantly 
inherited Alzheimer’s disease. 
Preclinical studies of  potential 
treatments are expected to have 
higher success rates and more 
similar trials will be launched 
in the near future. Part of  the 
grant will also be allocated to the 
expansion of  a global registry of  
DIAN members.

DIAN researchers expect 
the first biomarker studies to 
be completed within 12 to 18 
months of   when they begin 

conducting trials. According 
to DIAN researchers, the Food 
and Drug Administration and 
the European Medicines Agency 
have already expressed support 
for the prevention trials.

“We hypothesize that this 
process begins decades before 
symptom onset and thus repre-
sents a preclinical stage of  the 
illness, which could be ideal for 
evaluating therapies that may act 
to prevent dementia caused by 
Alzheimer’s disease,” Dr. John 
C. Morris, principal investigator 
and program director of  DIAN, 
said.

DIAN is the largest global 
network researching dominantly 
inherited Alzheimer’s disease. 

It was founded in 2008 with a 
multiple-year research grant 
from the National Institute on 
Aging. Approximately 40 fac-
ulty and staff  members and more 
than 50 research volunteers are 
involved in DIAN studies at 
Washington University. Partners 
include Columbia University, 
the University of  Melbourne and 
University College London.

Other institutions on the DIAN 
Steering Committee include the 
FDA, the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Neuroimaging Initiative and the 
Alzheimer’s Disease Cooperative 
Study.

Past DIAN clinical studies 
have allowed greater insight 
into the detection of  signs of  

the onset of  dominantly inher-
ited Alzheimer’s disease, a rare 
hereditary genetic mutation that 
makes up less than 1 percent of  
all cases.

Individuals with this muta-
tion typically begin experiencing 
symptoms in middle age, but 
DIAN researchers revealed at 
the Alzheimer’s Association 
International Conference 2011 
that measurable changes in brain 
chemistry may be detected as 
early as 20 years before initial 
onsets of  memory and thinking 
impairments.

Such findings contribute sig-
nificantly to the early prevention 
and treatment of  Alzheimer’s 
disease.

In a tie-breaking game of  
Ultimate Frisbee, Park/Mudd 
Residential College triumphed 
over William Greenleaf  Eliot 
Residential College and proved 
dominant at the 2012 Residential 
College Olympics (RCO).

The Congress of  the South 40 
(CS40) held the annual games 
last Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Ashoka, the South Asian stu-
dent organization, also hosted the 
event.

“It was great to see all of  
the enthusiasm on campus,” 
sophomore Tessa Makepeace, 
CS40 competitions chair, said. 
“Students really seemed to get 
into the events and a lot of  peo-
ple came out to support their 
ResColleges.”

The event kicked off  with a 
5K race followed by soccer, tug-
of-war and water-balloon-filling 
competitions.

Members from ten residential 
colleges and the North Side all 
showed up to participate. 

Beginning in March, students 

were given opportunities to sign 
up to participate in one of  the sev-
enteen events offered during the 
games. Based on these sign ups, 
the board of  committees on CS40 
ordered T-shirts and organized the 
schedule of  events for the day.

Makepeace said the day’s events 
went smoothly despite a few 
minor issues such as forgetting 
to regulate which students had 
signed up for T-shirts.

The winners of  the RCO were 
given a trophy engraved with the 
words “RCO Champs” on it to be 
kept in Park/Mudd for the week. 
Once members of  the residential 
college have had the opportunity 
to take a picture with the trophy, it 
will be moved to the trophy case in 
Bear’s Den until next year’s RCO.

“Overall, this year’s event was 
great,” Makepeace said. “There 
were minor errors that were bound 
to happen, but CS40 worked 
together wonderfully as a team, 
and there was a lot of  support to 
make everything go smoothly. It 
was a long day, but I think every-
one had a good time and had fun.”

With temperatures set to soar 
into the 90s this week, students 
are reacting to the unusually 
balmy weather. According to a 
study by the Center for Climate 
and Energy Solutions, this 
winter was the fourth-warmest 
winter on record in the United 
States.

The National Climatic Data 
Center says that temperatures 
in Missouri have been well 
above average this year, with 
the state receiving a notable 
lack of  wintry weather as a 
result.

 Junior Lucas Delort appre-
ciated the flexibility warm 
weather allowed for outdoor 
activities.

 “I could start going outside 
and doing more things that I 
would not normally do,” Delort 
said. “It is better for day-to-day 
activities since I bike from my 
apartment to class.”

 Delort said that the warmer 
weather has made it easier for 
him to get around, but added 
that he does have concerns 
about the trend  of  above-aver-
age temperatures continuing.

 “If  it snows, I would have to 
walk to class. I would be happy 
to see more winters like this,” 
Delort said. “I feel relieved, but 
not if  it means a hotter spring 
or summer.”

 Freshman Yvonne Tran also 
had mixed sentiments.

 “The weather has allowed 
me to be outside, go to Kayak’s 
to study, and do service projects 
I would not normally do during 
the winter,” Tran said. “[But] I 
would prefer to have a proper 
winter. I enjoy playing in the 

snow and am disappointed.”
 Freshman Chiara 

Rosenbaum expressed that 
she missed the opportunity 
to experience a more typical 
Midwestern winter.

“Since I am from Los 
Angeles, I am disappointed to 
have not been able to experi-
ence a real winter,” Rosenbaum 
said.

 Rosenbaum also voiced 
some concern that the warmer 
temperatures may be the result 
of  global warming.

 “I would not like to see more 
winters like this. It may come 
to a point where the next gen-
eration will not know what 
winter is,” Rosenbaum said. 
“My friends are also concerned 
over global warming as well.”

 Top Care Lawn Services, 
the company that provides 
Washington University with 
landscaping services and snow 
cleaning, has had to adapt to 
the atypical weather as well.

 “With the weather being 
nice, they have provided more 
landscaping services than 
usual,” Rusty White, vice 
president of  operations at Top 
Care Inc., said. “Obviously we 
would [normally] be providing 
more snow-cleaning services. 
The revenue as a result has 
dropped noticeably.

 “However, the money that 
we have been receiving from 
Washington University has not 
changed, because we are mak-
ing up for the snow-cleaning 
by providing landscaping ser-
vices,” he said. “We have had 
seasons like this before and 
do not feel threatened by mild 
winters.”

Missouri records 
one of warmest 
winters in history
BY SARANG KUMAR

Park/Mudd wins annual ResCollege Olympics
BY DIVYA KUMAR

WU receives $4.2 million grant to research rare genetic 
mutation associated with Alzheimer’s disease
BY DILI CHEN

has released one full length album 
called “Picking Up the Pieces,” per-
formed several times on TV and once 
at Lollapalooza, and even served as 
the house band for the Critics’ Choice 
Movie Awards. They are known 
for several of their songs including 
“MoneyGrabber.”

According to Team 31 co-president, 
sophomore Casey Hochberg, the 
band’s affect matches the atmosphere 
the group is hoping to bring to this 
year’s W.I.L.D.

“They’re exactly the type of  

summer night vibe we want. They 
blend soul and funk and have the vibe 
that we want for spring W.I.L.D.,” 
Hochberg said.

The group sifted through YouTube 
videos of all the bands they were con-
sidering before finally deciding on Fitz 
and The Tantrums because of its high 
energy live performances.

Leading up to the reveal, Team 31 
posted numerous clues about the artist 
on its Twitter page.

Student Life, as well as a number of  
students, correctly guessed that Fitz 

and The Tantrums would be headlin-
ing the show.

“I think this group has a cross genre 
appreciation,” Hochberg said. “It’s so 
accessible and it’s going to be such a 
fun feel, such a fun atmosphere. It’s 
exactly what a spring W.I.L.D. is sup-
posed to be”

W.I.L.D. will take place on Friday, 
April 27 in the Brookings Quadrangle. 
The doors will open at 5:30 p.m. and 
the concert will start at 6 p.m. It is 
free for all Washington University 
students.

W.I.L.D. FROM PAGE 1

Students participate in the limbo contest as part of the annual Residential Contest Olympics. Park/Mudd Residential Col-
lege won the 2012 RCO, held on the Swamp Saturday.

MICHAEL TABB | STUDENT LIFE

BRYAN BRUCHMAN TODD DOMINEY

Clockwise from top left: Noelle Scaggs. vocalist and percussionist for Fitz and the Tantrums, performs. Michael Fitzpatrick is 
keyboardist and lead vocalist for the group. The band was labeled a “band to watch” by “Rolling Stone” in April 2011.

RICARDO DIAZ



It appears that being at home 
again has worked out well for the 
Washington University men’s ten-
nis team.

After a spring break trip to 
California in which the team went 
2-3, the No. 11 Bears shut out 
a visitor for the second straight 
weekend as they swept Illinois 
Wesleyan University 9-0 on 
Saturday afternoon at the Tao 
Tennis Center.

The Bears didn’t surrender a sin-
gle set for the second weekend in 
a row across any of  the day’s nine 
matches.

“One of  our goals is, whether 
we’re playing a ranked team or 
not, to treat them the same. I defi-
nitely saw good intensity and all of  
that,” head coach Roger Follmer 
said. “The last two weeks we’ve 
really amped up our condition-
ing. I think they sensed from my 
demeanor that I was taking it very 
seriously, and I’m glad they were 
taking it seriously as well.”

All three doubles pairings won 
their matches on Saturday: junior 
Adam Putterman and freshman 
Ross Putterman at top doubles 
(8-4), junior Kareem Farah and 
freshman Parker Chang at No. 2 
doubles (8-5), and freshman Kevin 
Chu and sophomore Max Franklin 
at No. 3 doubles (8-3).

Getting off  to a strong start 
in doubles is something that the 
Bears have worked on constantly 
over the years, and it appears 
those efforts have begun to pay off: 
Wash. U. has emerged from dou-
bles with a lead in five of  its last 
six contests.

“That was our problem at 
indoors. We came out a little flat, 
a little slow in doubles, and ever 
since then that kind of  opened our 
eyes and forced us to work on it a 
little more,” Franklin said.

The six singles matches went 
even better for the Bears, who 
swept all six matches and didn’t 
allow any IWU player to win more 

than three games in any set. Adam 
Putterman won the top match 
(6-1, 6-3), junior Gary Parizher 
took second singles (6-1, 6-2), Ross 
Putterman won his match (6-2, 
6-2) at third singles, Farah had a 
clean sweep at No. 4 singles (6-0, 
6-0), Chang took fifth singles eas-
ily (6-2, 6-1), and sophomore Tim 
Noack completed the sweep with a 
6-2, 6-1 win in No. 6 singles.

“Once we swept doubles, the 
momentum stayed through to the 
singles, and we ended up winning. 
It was [maybe] the fastest match 
I’ve ever been a part of,” Franklin 
said. “I think our mindset from the 
beginning was just to not let up in 
singles.”

A few changes to the lineup led 
the Bears to success for the past 
two weekends—success that was 
especially welcome after their 
tough spring break trip.

“You’ve got to see different 
guys in different spots to figure 
out who’s best in the lineup, and I 
think spring break and playing all 
those matches, a lot of  them didn’t 
go our way, but playing tough 
matches—not 9-0 or 0-9 matches, 
but 6-3, 5-4 wins and losses … you 
find out quickly who belongs and 
who doesn’t,” Follmer said.

Facing four ranked teams and 
going 1-3 against them made them 
well aware of  the intensity of  their 
competition.

“Every team is beatable,” 
Franklin said on what the team 
learned in California. “We’re beat-
able as well. But if  we do what we 
do and take care of  everything, 
play well in doubles, everything 
will work itself  out. If  we play like 
we’re supposed to play and lose, 
then that’s just how it goes, but 
hopefully if  we play how we can, 
everything can and should work 
out.”

The Bears are also enjoying a 
return to success seen in previous 
years; after breaking their four-
year home winning streak last 
season, they have now started up 

a new streak with 13 straight wins 
at home.

“We actually had some good 
support from friends, which is 
always nice, and the weather’s 
been great,” Franklin said. “It 
was nice to get the winning streak 
back going, and it definitely gives 
us some confidence playing at 

home.”
Wash. U. will be back on the 

Tao courts on Friday at 3 p.m. as 
they face McKendree University 
for the second time this season. 
The Bears defeated McKendree 
9-0 on Feb. 3.

With less than a month before 
UAA championships, Follmer is 

stressing players focus not only 
on what happens on the court but 
what happens off  of  it as well.

“You have to pay attention to 
everything. Not just for when 
you’re on the court for those two 
hours but for those other 22 hours. 
That really dictates how successful 
you’re going to be,” Follmer said.

The No. 2 Washington 
University women’s golf  
team hosted a tournament 
for the first time in its his-
tory and walked away tied 
for first.

Wash. U. and NAIA 
No. 4 William Woods 
University tied for first 
place with scores of  611, 
though William Woods 
took the win on a tie-
breaker. Junior Hannah 
Buck also finished tied for 
first with a score of  148 
(+4) but also finished sec-
ond on a tiebreaker.

“We are confident right 
now,” Buck said. “There 
was some pressure on us for 
this tournament since it was 
our tournament and our 
home course, but I think we 
did well.”

In the final round, Buck 
shot a 73 (+1), which was 
tied for the highest total on 
the day. Freshman Olivia 
Lugar was one stroke back 
with a 74, good for a tie for 
fourth place, and sopho-
more Andi Hibbert added a 
76 as the Bears collectively 
shot a 307 on day two.

“I played pretty well; I hit 
16 greens, which is pretty 
high, and only missed one 
fairway,” Lugar said. “The 
only thing that I wasn’t that 
great at was on the green, 
[since] I two-putted every-
thing, and I didn’t make 
many birdies. I couldn’t do 
anything with the great play 
I was having.”

The Bears entered 
Sunday’s final round tied 
for first with Division II 
Drury University after each 

team shot a 304 (+16). 
Buck and Lugar each were 
tied for seventh place by 
shooting a 75 (+3).

“I could not be more 
happy about the way we 
played [Saturday] in the 
inaugural WU Spring 
Invitational,” head coach 
Sean Curtis said. “The golf  
course is in great shape and 
was a good field with great 
weather. We could not ask 
for anything better and 
[are] looking forward to 
another great day of  golf.”

Hibbert and sophomore 
Allyson Chee each shot 
77 (+5) on Saturday after-
noon, good for a tie for 
13th. Senior Katie Homa 
(89, +17) hit No. 5 for the 
Red and Green.

“I think we are all play-
ing well,” Buck said. “If  we 
get that day where all of  us 
shoot our best; I think we 
are all waiting for that day 
where it all comes together. 
We are all playing well and 
shooting good scores.”

The highlight of  the 
day may have come from 
Hibbert on the ninth hole, 
where she sank a 50-foot 
putt for par. 

“I was already two over 
[par] after [hole] seven, so I 
actually was trying to make 
it,” Hibbert said. “There 
were only a few minor 
breaks, so I just trusted my 
line.”

Wash. U. takes a week 
off  during the Masters 
before returning to action 
for the Illinois Wesleyan 
University Spring Fling, 
hosted in Normal, Ill. The 
team will tee off  at 8 a.m. 
on April 14.

After opening a 12-game home 
stand with five wins, the Washington 
University baseball team added 
three more victories over St. Norbert 
College to its record on Saturday and 
Sunday.

The Bears’ eight-game winning 
streak improved their record to 20-6. 
Saturday’s doubleheader saw them eke 
out 3-2 and 8-6 wins over St. Norbert. 
The Red and Green outslugged St. 
Norbert on Sunday in a 25-13 rout. 

Coming off  a productive weekend 
in which he moved up in multiple cat-
egories of  the Wash. U. record book, 
senior rightfielder Brandon Rogalski 
helped the Bears to victory in their first 
game against St. Norbert, which lasted 
seven innings. Rogalski knocked in 
two runs, and junior Stephen Bonser 
allowed only three hits and one earned 
run in seven innings. Bonser, whose 
47.2 innings pitched are a team-high 
by nearly 16 innings, lowered his ERA 
to 2.83, best on the team among play-
ers with over 22 innings pitched.

“[Bonser] is our horse—he’s our 
ace,” head coach Steve Duncan said. 
“He’s the guy we can give the ball 
whenever he’s on full rest and expect 
to win the game no matter who’s 
pitching against us or whatever team 
we’re playing.”

Wash. U. took a 2-0 lead on 
Rogalski’s RBIs, but St. Norbert 
tied the game in the top of  the sev-
enth inning. In the bottom of  the 
inning, freshman first baseman Zack 
Kessinger’s bases-loaded line drive to 
right won it for the Bears.

Five Bears were responsible for 14 
of  the team’s 15 hits in the second 
game of  the doubleheader. Rogalski, 
sophomore centerfielder Kyle Billig, 
freshman designated hitter Chris 
Lowery and junior second baseman 
Greg Gleicher all had three-hit games.

Junior pitcher Taylor Berman sur-
rendered five runs (three earned) in six 
innings. Berman took the mound in 
the seventh inning with a 4-3 lead but 

could not retire any of  the three bat-
ters he faced. Freshman Max Zhang 
replaced Berman, and St. Norbert 
scored two runs.

After leading off  the bottom of  
the seventh with a single to leftfield, 
Rogalski advanced to third base on a 
balk and fly out. Lowery was hit by 
a pitch and stole second, inducing a 
throw from the catcher that allowed 
Rogalski to swipe home and tie the 
game. Later in the seventh inning, 
Gleicher doubled to drive in two more 
runs.

Duncan likes using the double-steal 
maneuver with runners on first and 
third because it keeps the defense on 
its toes and takes advantage of  the 
Bears’ strength in baserunning. The 
Bears entered the doubleheader with 
75 stolen bases on the season, the 
fourth most in Division III. They stole 
seven more bases in the doubleheader.

“It’s maybe our best asset as an 
offense—our aggressiveness on the 
bases,” Duncan said. “Not just the 
attitude of  being aggressive but how 
we execute it.” With an 86 percent 
success rate, the Bears have been effi-
cient on steals.

In Sunday’s barnburner, the Bears 
had 24 hits and RBIs from 10 different 
players. Rogalski went three-for-five 
with four RBIs and Billig went four-
for-five with two RBIs and five runs 
scored.

“It’s something that we’ve been talk-
ing about for pretty much all season, 
but really harping on it the last couple 
of  days, was that our approach when 
we go up to hit needs to be to look 
for a certain pitch in a certain spot,” 
Duncan said. “And if  we get it, then 
we’re going to take a good, aggressive 
swing at it. If  we don’t get that pitch, 
then we’ll take it, even if  it’s a strike. 
And today that kind of  came to frui-
tion—guys went up there with good 
approaches looking for a good pitch, 
and when they got that pitch, they 
hammered it.”

The Bears play Hendrix College in 
three more home games this weekend, 
one on Friday and a doubleheader on 
Saturday.

“We feel fantastic,” Bonser said. 
“We’ve been labeled a streaky team, 
starting off  with a 12-game winning 
streak earlier, then losing three in a 
row, but we’re riding high right now.”
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Freshman Parker Chang returns a serve on Saturday against Illinois Wesleyan University. Wash. U. swept IWU 9-0. 
Chang won both singles and doubles in straight sets. 

Junior starting pitcher Taylor Berman delivers a pitch on Saturday against St. Norbert 
College. Berman pitched 6 innings, allowing only 8 hits and 3 earned runs in a no deci-
sion. Wash. U. won 8-6. 

Men’s tennis sweeps second straight weekend

Baseball extends winning streak
to eight with sweep of St. Norbert

BY KURT ROHRBECK

BY SAHIL PATEL

BY ALEX LEICHENGER

Golf ties for first
in inaugural WU 
Spring Invitational








