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W
hen the name 
Mike Peters 
left Chancellor 
Wrighton’s lips 

during Tuesday’s Senior Class 
Toast, the crowd in Brookings 
Quadrangle was immediately 
abuzz with conversation and 
puzzled exclamations of  “who?” 
and “huh?” Many seniors left 
the event disappointed by the 
announcement of  this year’s 
commencement speaker, and 
plenty of  Facebook statuses 
and tweets revealed those same 
sentiments. 

Mike Peters, Washington 
Universiry (and Student Life) 
alumnus, the Pulitzer-winning 
editorial cartoonist and creator 

of  the “Mother Goose and 
Grimm” series, is no megace-
lebrity. He’s no Conan O’Brien, 
President Barack Obama or 
Bono, as many of  the Class of  
2012 may have hoped for. But 
Peters is a unique, interesting 
and extremely relevant choice 
for commencement speaker, so 
try to avoid making rash judg-
ments before you know a little 
bit more about him.

Peters graduated from Wash. 
U. in 1965 with a Bachelor 
of  Fine Arts, and has since 
gone on to win the Pulitzer 
Prize in 1981, en route to 
creating one of  the country’s 
most well-known comic strips. 
He currently produces daily 

cartoons and is nationally 
syndicated. He’s still recognized 
in his field and won the 2011 
National Headliner Awards. 

Although his name isn’t 
instantly recognizable, he has 
the potential to give a comical, 
inspiring, and most importantly, 
memorable speech to the gradu-
ating class of  2012. 

Consider the Washington 
University commencement 
speakers of  the past few years. 
Last year’s speaker—Holocaust 
survivor, Nobel Peace Prize 
winner and author Elie 
Wiesel—was the big name 
that many in the community 
had been hoping for. Others 
include Secretary of  Education 

Stephen Chu in 2010, Teach 
For America founder Wendy 
Kopp in 2009, and MSNBC 
correspondent Chris Matthews 
in 2008. None of  the choices 
for commencement speakers 
in the past few years have been 
particularly noteworthy or 
interesting choices, and Peters, 
representing the artistic and cre-
ative side of  the University and 
graduating class, is a refreshing 
change from the political trend 
of  previous years.

We don’t think that Peters 
is the perfect choice for com-
mencement speaker, or even 
an outstanding choice. The 
University should work toward 
choosing a speaker that displays 

a strong combination of  unique-
ness and celebrity for future 
commencement addresses. But 
there is no reason to be disap-
pointed by Peters. Whether 
or not you knew who he was 
before Tuesday’s announce-
ment, and even if  you still don’t 
really know who he is, give him 
a chance. Odds are that by now 
you’ve at least realized how 
famous his work is, and you can 
hope for a speech as creative 
as the panels of  his comics. 
Peters holds great potential for a 
memorable address, which is by 
far what matters most on such 
an important day.

Give Mike Peters a chance
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L
ast week, a panel spon-
sored by the Council 
on Foreign Relations 
released a report stat-

ing that “American security” 
was at stake if  we, as a nation, 
do not improve our education 
system.  The panel was headed 
by Condoleezza Rice, former 
secretary of  state under President 
George W. Bush, and a former 
chancellor of  the New York City 
school system, Joel Kline. As we 
move further into the 21st century, 
and if  this report is to be believed, 
America must drastically alter and 
improve its failing education sys-
tem. When our primary education 
system fails so spectacularly that it 

threatens our national security, we 
need a change.

According to the report released 
by the panel, three-quarters of  
young adults could not serve in 
the military due to physical fit-
ness, criminal activity or a lack of  
education. Furthermore, a third 
of  high school graduates failed 
the aptitude test administered to 
potential military recruits. 

Even worse, the panel stated 
that in addition to the general lack 
of  military fitness of  America’s 
youth, various government agen-
cies such as the State Department 
and those in the intelligence 
community would face severe, 
security threatening deficien-
cies in both specialists in STEM 
areas (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) 

and foreign-language speakers and 
that these shortages will only get 
worse as the aging baby boomers 
begin to retire.

The report concluded by stating 
that “The dominant power of  
the 21st century will depend on 
human capital,” something that 
we as a country are now lack-
ing. An international study by 
the Programme for International 
Student Assessment ranked the 
United States as average in both 
primary and secondary math and 
science education. The World 
Economic Forum Executive 
Opinion Survey ranked the United 
States as 48th in math and science 
education as of  2009.

The report did have some 
positive things to say; the National 
Governors Association’s Common 

Core State Standards Initiative to 
set and meet standards in reading 
and mathematics and the panel 
also lauded Obama’s Race to the 
Top competition for promoting 
improved education standards and 
practices. These programs are a 
move in the right direction, but 
much more needs to be done.  

A variety of  federal programs 
as well as private institutions have 
long advocated for increased fund-
ing and emphasis on education 
focusing around STEM disciplines 
in this country. In addition to 
simply improving the math and 
science scores of  our country’s 
youth and ensuring military readi-
ness, occupations related to STEM 
have huge potential for job growth 
and expansion of  industry within 
this country according to the 

Department of  Labor.  
But all of  these positive changes 

ultimately require one thing: 
money. In the periods of  constant 
budget crises in which we cur-
rently live, it is nearly impossible 
to advocate more funding in any 
area. But when something threat-
ens national security, we have to 
take action. We still have time to 
improve our education system. 
This isn’t just an issue of  better-
ing peoples’ lives anymore; our 
country will not be able to protect 
itself  in the near future. This is 
a problem that needs fixing, no 
matter how much money it will 
require.

Security depends on STEM students
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