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Students’ job pros-
pects are improving from 
previous years, Director 
of  Career Planning & 
Placement Mark Smith 
said.

“When I look at things 
like on-campus interviews, 
number of  interviews, all 
that good stuff, it looks 
slightly higher than last 
year,” Smith said. 

He said that Washington 
University students have 
been highly successful in 
regard to a few specific 

companies. 
“In the past few years 

we’ve had some employ-
ers who have really hired 
a lot of  Wash. U. students. 
For example Epic Systems, 
which is out of  Madison, 
Wis., hired 30 Wash. U. 
students in 2011. It looks 
like Capital One will hire 
over 30 from Wash. U. 
this year. Accenture and 
Deloitte should both be in 
double digits,” Smith said. 

These companies are hir-
ing much more from the 
University than they did 
in the past, according to 
Smith. 

“Capital One wasn’t 
doing that much hiring 
from us seven years ago 
and now they are hiring 30 
people,” Smith said.

Smith said that intern-
ship opportunities have 
followed a similar pattern.

According to Smith, 
it is important for stu-
dents to make the most of  
their summers. “I think 
more and more employ-
ers are expecting multiple 
meaningful summer expe-
riences,” Smith said.  

He also stressed that 
it’s not too late for 
seniors to make plans 

for post-graduation. “I 
understand that if  you are 
graduating and you don’t 
have a job, [a better job 
market] really doesn’t mat-
ter to you,” he said. “We 
can help you figure out 
what you want to do, we 
can help connect you with 
people who can tell you 
what it’s like to work in a 
particular industry.”

Though some seniors 
have used the Career 
Center to find a job, oth-
ers have not. Senior Ariel 
Dobkin will be working for 
a new government agency 
called the Consumer 

Financial Protection 
Bureau. 

“I think the Career 
Center isn’t really helpful 
at all if  you don’t want to 
stay in the Midwest, and 
I knew I wanted to go to 
the Northeast,” Dobkin 
said. Dobkin didn’t use the 
Career Center during her 
job search with the excep-
tion of  looking at listings 
on the Career Center web-
site.  

Kevin Teng, a senior, will 
be working in the finance 
industry in New York next 
year. “I used the Career 
Center to get an internship 

to help me network into 
getting a full time offer, but 
the full time offer wasn’t in 
the same area as the intern-
ship. So it helped, but it 
wasn’t directly related,” 
Teng said.   

Other students found the 
Career Center more help-
ful.  

Senior Kathryn Zekus 
used the Career Center 
when she was applying 
to public policy graduate 
programs. 

“I have a career advi-
sor and she’s fantastic. 
They are a great resource,” 
Zekus said.

2012 job market looks slightly better for WUSTL students
ALISON NEUWIRTH
STAFF REPORTER

found they liked one type 
[of  activity] over another,” 
Kuumba TV member 
and senior Lorraine Kim 
said. “Some kids weren’t 
into the WU-SLam work-
shop but some kids wrote 
really great poetry. At the 
WUTV studio, one kid 
loved the camera and got 

really interested in digital 
photography.”

Both Kim and Quimby 
agreed that their experi-
ence with Kuumba TV has 
enhanced their lives at col-
lege, something they tried 
to communicate to the 
high school students. 

“I’m a psych major and 

Kuumba is really differ-
ent from my typical life,” 
Quimby said.  “It’s cool 
to create stuff  and feel 
like an artist and to see a 
lot of  the different things 
going on on campus, just 
profiling what students are 
doing out there.”

“Discovering what kind 

of  creativity is out there 
was the most rewarding 
thing for me in Kuumba,” 
Kim said. “Now that I’m 
in it, we [have] started to 
do so many new events 
and [have] a lot of  dif-
ferent students coming 
together. Sitting there in 
pure creativity moments 

like that just make me 
appreciate the college life 
so much and [enjoy] being 
around so many creative 
and intellectual students. 
You don’t always get to see 
that in classes.”

“It feels good to be able 
to help foster that culture 
to showcase all the stuff  

that’s going on,” Quimby 
said. “This was one of  our 
first events where we were 
able to bring together dif-
ferent groups.”

KUUMBA FROM PAGE1
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I
f you’re a high-achieving 
undergraduate with no interest 
in going the business- or med-
ical-school route but still want 

an advanced degree, you’ve probably 
at least flirted with the idea of law 
school. In what is undoubtedly good 
news for a large portion of the Wash. 
U. population, myself included, the 
number of people registering to take 
the Law School Admission Test 
(LSAT) has dropped by 25 percent 
over the past two years, according 
to The New York Times. This is a 
not altogether unsurprising reaction 
to the increasingly high cost of law 
school and the excess of law school 
graduates in recent years. While on 
the surface, this is good news, it is 
really a symptom of the vast changes 
and the changing nature of what it 
takes to  “make it” in the current job 

market. 
From my parents’ perspective, law 

school still has an aura of success 
about it. This is at least partially 
linked to the deep-rooted perception 
that law school leads directly to suc-
cess. At the same time, there’s been 
a backlash against higher education, 
from anger directed at high tuition 
costs to Rick Santorum’s vocal (and 
hypocritical) digs at the “pretentious-
ness” of higher education. It’s not 
that education isn’t valued; however, 
the paradigm of higher education as 
a golden ticket is becoming increas-
ingly unattractive. 

I am fortunate enough to have 
parents who are willing, unreserv-
edly, to finance my higher education. 
Honestly, I believe I’m a solid 
candidate for a highly ranked law 
school, though this might just be 
my ego talking. The plunge in law 
school applicants will most likely 
affect bottom-tier schools more. As 

they increasingly struggle to attract 
students, low-quality schools will 
either have to start lowering their 
standards for admitting applicants 
or improve rapidly; honestly, I hope 
this process will weed out many of  
the extraneous, poor-quality schools 
that exist off of the law school hype 
and do a poor job of preparing 
their students for actually practicing 
law. Not everyone should go to law 
school, no matter how laughably 
easy “Legally Blonde” makes it look 
to flirt your way into Harvard. While 
I’m not discounting the importance 
of personal responsibility, the ethics 
of taking on so many students and 
charging the requisitely high tuition 
with full knowledge of just how 
competitive the market is for lawyers 
are questionable. Hopefully, this sig-
nificant drop in applicants will weed 
out the least prestigious schools that 
don’t adequately serve their students. 

America essentially has a talent 

glut. With so many highly educated 
graduates, there simply aren’t enough 
jobs to keep up. This is nothing new, 
of course. Being the erudite Wash. 
U. student that I am, I can whip out 
the example of Qing dynasty China. 
In that context, a top liberal arts edu-
cation was essentially meant to prep 
young men for serving in the govern-
ment bureaucracy. While the civil 
service exams were highly competi-
tive, the ratio of government posts to 
qualified applicants was significantly 
skewed against them, leading to 
some serious malcontent. In our 
modern times, options for those of  
us with undergraduate degrees are 
changing as well. Yes, competition 
for law school has decreased, though 
it’s most likely the less-qualified who 
will benefit.

At the same time, however, it’s 
becoming nerve-wracking for me as 
a liberal arts student who will have 
very few practical skills related to my 

undergraduate major; let’s face it, as 
a Chinese major, there are billions 
of better-qualified people with my 
skill set. I fully intend to take on 
the law school beast, but with more 
trepidation than an undergrad of my 
parents’ generation.

The face of success, and educa-
tion, in America is rapidly changing. 
With the economic downturn and 
the increasing cost of higher educa-
tion, what it takes to be “successful” 
is changing at a terrifying rate. We 
don’t “have it made” anymore sim-
ply for attending a prestigious school. 
The competition for law school has 
decreased numerically speaking, but 
please, don’t all go sign up for the 
LSAT at once. I don’t want too much 
competition when I’m applying 
to Harvard to get my pretentious 
degree.

The benefits of fewer lawyers for lawyers’ sakes

NATALIE VILLALON
FORUM EDITOR

I
’m sure many people have had 
experiences with massively mul-
tiplayer online games and their 
unique ability to collect large 

numbers of  gamers into a somewhat 
cohesive environment. What I find 
particularly intriguing, however, is 
how such games can be used to study 
human social interaction in a way that 
would be otherwise impossible.

Games such as World of  Warcraft 
and EVE Online have already pro-
vided invaluable data on a variety 
of  topics, notably economics and 
public health. Certain events such as 
a Ponzi scheme within EVE Online 
that removed about $50,000 from the 
in-game economy, causing rampant 
deflation as many players’ money 
simply vanished, or the accidental 
plague in World of  Warcraft, that, 
due to a Blizzard oversight, ran 
rampant through the in-game world 
for some time, in an event known as 
the Corrupted Blood incident. Such 
events provide fantastic data in which 
the subjects would react just as they 
would should an analogous real event 
occur; in fact, the correlation is so 
remarkable that, in the latter example, 
the data was analyzed not only by 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and universities in order to 
model the evolution of  an epidemic, 
but also by terrorism experts, as some 
players attempted to spread the plague 
in a manner analogous to small terror-
ist cells.

Nonetheless, while such video 
games provide fascinating data, they, 
of  course, cannot directly simulate 
reality. In-game consequences, which 

may only result in annoyance to the 
player or at worst, a relatively small 
amount of  money lost, may in real-
ity cause complete financial ruin or 
even death. Additionally, the cloak of  
anonymity provided by an online envi-
ronment changes individual behavior 
dramatically; well-mannered and 
law-abiding citizens in everyday soci-
ety may decide to purposely spread 
something such as the corrupted 
blood or fool in-game investors in a 
massive Ponzi scheme as a joke, or 
simply because they can do so without 
directly associating such events with 
themselves.  Nonetheless, the parallel 
between online gaming societies and 
similar reality is striking.

Therefore, gaming provides a valu-
able service to society, contributing 
data on humanity and human societies 
as a whole, arguably one of  the most 
difficult things to study. Therefore, 
gamers of  the world can feel justified 
in their habit. By continuing to play 
and by echoing decisions they would 
make in real life, they are providing 
valuable information that could lead 
to the prevention of  a future terror-
ist attack or help control or prevent a 
future epidemic. It is an amazing use 
of  technology for something that it 
wasn’t originally intended for.

Gaming can provide much more 
than simple enjoyment. It can afford 
us the opportunity to study human 
interaction in an environment where 
people don’t even know they are being 
observed. No it isn’t perfect, but it pro-
vides researchers with some amazing 
information.

Gaming and 
psychological study

ALEX BERNSTEIN
STAFF COLUMNIST

T
he College of  Arts & Sciences 
offers no fewer than 56 possible 
majors, ranging from the obscure 
to the well-known. Curiously, 

Washington University does not offer a 
major in writing. This is a surprising omis-
sion on the part of  the University, and one 
that ought to be corrected.

In my view, it is nothing short of  bizarre 
that the University does not offer students 
the option to major in writing. This is not 
due to my own passion for the discipline, 
but rather because of  the sheer number 
of  classes that are designated as L13, or 
English Composition; no fewer than 29 
courses were offered this semester in that 
category. In contrast, the Interdisciplinary 
Project in the Humanities has only 12 
courses listed this semester, and classics, 
which has been a part of  the University 
in one form or another since its founding, 
offers only 11, after discounting Senior 
Project and Study for Honors. Even 
biology, the major to which Wash. U. 
pays the most attention, including every 
listed course from Independent Work, 
to Research, to Doctoral Nonresident 
only offers 2.86 times as many courses 
as are listed under English Composition. 
The University already offers more than 
enough courses than might be needed for 
a writing major. All that would be needed 
would be to organize them appropriately 
and to draw up a few requirements in order 
for writing to become a major of  its own.

However, even if  Wash. U. offered far 
fewer courses in English Composition, 
it would still have reason to formulate a 
writing major. The English major already 
dovetails with writing so well that, accord-
ing to the department, “a student with 
a special interest in writing may count 

toward the major up to nine upper-division 
units from a selection of  these courses 
(designated E[nglish] Comp[osition]).” 
For its part, a writing minor, with a few 
technicalities, requires only 15 units 
designated as English Composition, and 
since the majority of  these can be counted 
toward a major in English, English majors 
are already heavily incentivized to pursue 
such a minor.

If  one were to remove English 
Composition courses from Wash. U.’s 
roster, the English department would 
still be huge. It is one of  the University’s 
largest, and frequently spills over from its 
main building, Duncker, into the adjacent 
Ridgley. The number of  students who have 
the ability to minor in writing is therefore 
tremendous, and if  a major was added that 
continued to allow the overlapping credits, 
the number of  potential writing majors 
would already be significant. I, for exam-
ple, decided to major in English because I 
love to write, and an English major was the 
closest I could come to devoting my college 
years to writing.

Washington University needs a writing 
major. It already offers more than enough 
courses, and there are enough students 
who, intentionally or otherwise, have taken 
enough classes that count toward that 
pre-existing minor to make it worthwhile. 
Even if  interest in writing was all but 
non-existent, the University offers enough 
classes that a small reorganization is all 
that is necessary to create a writing major. 
That such has not already been done is 
incomprehensible.

The case for a writing 
major

MATTHEW CURTIS
STAFF COLUMNIST

Matthew Curtis is a junior in Arts & Sciences. 
Write to Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.COM

GODIVA REISENBICHLER | STUDENT LIFE

Natalie Villalon is a junior in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to Natalie Villalon at 
NATALIE.VILLALON@STUDLIFE.COM

Alex Bernstein is a sophomore in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to Alex Bernstein at 
ALEX.BERNSTEIN@STUDLIFE.COM

RE: Take a stand for Trayvon Martin
“Why would I take a stand 
for a kid that had pushed 
a man down and was 
beating him in the face. 
The eyewitness statement 
is in the hands of the 
Florida district attorney. 

Trayvon is at fault. By the 
way how about posting a 
recent photo of Trayvon 
instead of the photos 
that make him look like a 
twelve year old.”
- Tom

“A fantastic and well writ-
ten article.
‘It is our responsibility to 
speak out against Zim-
merman’s wrong.’
I couldn’t agree more.”
 - WU Student

studlife.com
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cadenza

Early last February, Tim 
Schafer and his studio Double 
Fine Productions turned to 
Kickstarter as a means of  
raising $400,000 to fund a 
new point-and-click graphic 
adventure game. Just eight 
hours later, fans had pledged 
over a million dollars, and 
as the funding period closed 
a month later, the developer 
ended up with an impressive 
total of  $3,336,371 from 87,142 
backers.

For the unfamiliar, 
Kickstarter is an online crowd-
funding portal in which people 
can pledge money toward 
projects that they would like 
to support or see produced. If  
the project is not fully funded, 
backers are not charged, 
whereas if  the project is 
overfunded, all money is spent 
improving the project beyond 
its original scope. Depending 
on the project, pledges may or 
may not guarantee access to 
the final product, but for the 
Double Fine Adventure, all 
backers who pledged $15 or 
more would receive a copy of  
the finished game.

Although other companies 
had used Kickstarter to fund 
indie titles prior to Double 
Fine’s perfect storm, those 
companies’ goals were modest 
compared to the fairly large 
sum that Tim Schafer and 
company asked for. It was the 
first time that an established 
developer had courted its fans 

in such a direct manner, and its 
success was not unnoticed.

The Double Fine Adventure 
was hailed as a sign that there 
was plenty of  demand for 
niche genres like adventure 
games, and that the demand 
really could be measured 
in dollars. More optimistic 
types viewed Kickstarter as a 
method for developers to fund 
more esoteric games without 
having to deal with risk-averse 
publishers.

It wasn’t just random 
Internet forum members who 
had caught Kickstarter fever. 
Other developers tentatively 
voiced plans to create their 
own crowd-funded projects. 
Chris Avellone, known for 
old-school computer role-play-
ing games (CRPGs) such as 
“Planescape: Torment,” asked 
fans what they would like to 
see in a potential project. Even 
the creators behind the campy 
full-motion-video-laden “Tex 
Murphy” series plan to launch 
a Kickstarter for a new game in 
the decades-old franchise.

Since last month, Kickstarter 
has seen more and more 
projects pop up from larger 
developers. “Wasteland 2,” a 
sequel to the 1988 RPG that 
inspired “Fallout,” aimed for a 
goal of  $900,000, and currently 
sits at over $1.5 million. Other 
efforts include “The Banner 
Saga” by ex-Bioware staff, 
which has raised more than 
$250,000 from its $100,000 
goal.

What happens if  you ask 
for large sums of  money but 

your company isn’t addressing 
an underserved niche? What 
if  it doesn’t have industry star 
power? Things are slightly less 
rosy. For example, a project 
called “Hardcore Tactical 
Shooter” from the designer 
of  “Ghost Recon Advanced 
Warfighter” and “Halo: Reach” 
is currently at $67,000 of  the 
needed $200,000 with only a 
week left. There are other proj-
ects that seem headed toward a 
similarly grim fate.

As time goes on, I fear that 
ambitious projects without a 
recognizable name are unlikely 
to reach their funding goal. 
Much like how indie bundles 
reached a saturation point, 
too many Kickstarter initia-
tives may very well put off  
potential backers rather than 
entice them. Moreover, backers 
are pledging money toward 
projects that don’t yet exist and 
won’t exist for some time. I 
put in $30 for the Double Fine 
Adventure on the strength of  
Tim Schafer’s history, but I 
find it tough to chip in $15 to 
“Wasteland 2” when it won’t 
be released until late next year, 
and I have no idea if  I will like 
the game or not.

Despite these reservations, 
I have positive feelings about 
the Kickstarter business model. 
It has shown that it can be a 
viable choice for developers 
committed to making a game in 
a niche genre. At the very least, 
it has blessed the world with 
another Tim Schafer point-and-
click, and that has to count for 
something.

Admit it: Now that the mid-
night premiere of  “The Hunger 
Games” has passed, you’re feeling 
a little let down. Sure, the weather 
is nice, but what you really want 
is more “Hunger Games.” You 
need to see more of  (SPOILER 
ALERT) Gale’s plaintive stares 
after Katniss and Peeta have their 
cute time, and you are dying to see 
how the Victory Tour plays out in 
the next film. You can always read 
“Catching Fire,” but then again, if  
you’re going crazy after watching 
the movie, you’ve probably already 
read the trilogy. Not to worry, 
though! Here are some ways to get 
back on the path to a happy and 
fulfilling life after the movie:

1. If  you’re burning to know 
what happens to Katniss and Peeta 
(and Gale and Prim and Seneca 
Crane and…)—yet can’t find 
time in your midterm schedule to 
cram in some young-adult fiction 
pleasure reading—listen to the 
audiobooks of  the sequel and 
threequel on a long drive home or 

while working out or something.
2. Already read the books? 

Know, young nerd, that there are 
lots of  books and movies with very 
similar thematic elements and 
even more delightful love triangles 
(maybe). Here are some examples.

-“Legend” by Marie Lu
-“The Magicians” by Lev 

Grossman
-“Uglies” by Scott Westerfeld
-“The Selection” by Kiera Cass 

(This one hasn’t come out yet, 
but it’s about a war-torn land in 
which there is a violent reality TV 
competition to find a wife for the 
young prince. It really seems like a 
copycat.)

3. If  you feel like you might 
need to graduate to the next liter-
ary level, try “Ender’s Game” by 
Orson Scott Card or good old 
“1984” by George Orwell. If  it’s 
kids and violence that you seek, 
William Golding’s “Lord of  the 
Flies” is always a nice fallback.

4. And by all means, go see “The 
Lorax!”

If  none of  these options sounds 
good, you can always re-read 
“Harry Potter.”

The ABC Family show “Make 
It or Break It” comes back for a 
new season tomorrow, and the 
pressure is on as Lauren, Payson 
and Kaylie vie for a spot on the 
2012 U.S. Olympic Team. Season 
two ended with a comeback by 
Team USA to clinch the gold at 
the world championships. Emily 
was a no-show, as she was last 
seen on a bus headed some-
where far away after she found 
out she was pregnant. The last 
time we saw Emily, we watched 
her gymnastics life flash before 
her eyes. It has been confirmed 
that Emily’s portrayer, Chelsea 
Hobbs, will not be part of  the 
new season. While we will miss 
Emily, her absence gives the show 
the opportunity to introduce new 

rival Jordan Randall (played by 
Chelsea Tavares), who is bound 
to stir up plenty of  drama.

Before they make the Olympic 
Team, Lauren, Payson and 
Kaylie must survive an intense 
eight weeks at the USA Training 
Center. With new coaches and 
new rivals, the girls must main-
tain their focus on the road to 
Olympic gold. There will be 
plenty of  obstacles and distrac-
tions to overcome, not to mention 
drama among the girls them-
selves. (This is ABC Family, after 
all.) Based on the previous two 
seasons, no gymnast has an auto-
matic spot on the team. Everyone 
is vulnerable and must raise her 
game to make the Games. To find 
out who goes to London as part 
of  the 2012 team, tune in to ABC 
Family starting Monday, March 
26, at 8 p.m. CDT.

March Madness has been 
taking over our TVs for the 
past few weekends, but the 
Mosaic Whispers, Washington 
University’s oldest co-ed a 
cappella group, have been tied 
up with their own tournament. 
They are competing to sing 
with musician Andy Grammer 
and bring him to campus. The 
Mosaic Whispers are currently 
in the Final Four, so two more 
wins will bring them to victory.

The competition is being 
run by TopBlip.com, which 
describes itself  as the “world’s 
entertainment radar,” what-
ever that means. The Mosaic 
Whispers heard about the 
competition through Andy 
Grammer’s Twitter account, 
and they decided to enter 

because they performed one of  
his songs at their annual con-
cert, Splash of  Color, the first 
weekend of  March. 

They have been successful in 
the competition so far. 

“There was a prelimi-
nary round to figure out the 
brackets,” said junior Micah 
Herstand, member and upcom-
ing webmaster of  the Mosaic 
Whispers. “We placed fifth in 
that round, which was solely 
based on public votes. We have 
won in four straight head-to-
head matchups.”

This round, the Mosaic 
Whispers are up against an 
adult, professional all-male 
a cappella group called Six 
Appeal, so the competition 
is fierce. If  you want to bring 
Andy Grammer to campus, 
there are three ways to vote: 
liking the Mosaic Whispers on 

Facebook, tweeting about it, 
or voting on TopBlip. You can 
vote through your Facebook 
account on TopBlip, so that 
makes it easy.

“We’ve been posted every-
where on Facebook and 
Twitter and emailing friends 
and family, talking to differ-
ent groups at Wash. U. and 
other a cappella groups,” said 
Herstand. 

Check out the Mosaic 
Whispers’ video of  “Fine By 
Me” on the TopBlip website.

Voting for the semifinals 
ends tonight, and if  the Mosaic 
Whispers advance, you can 
vote for the finals tomorrow 
and Wednesday.

Mosaic Whispers in their own 
Final Four, trying to bring 

Andy Grammer to WU

ANDIE HUTNER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

‘Make It or Break It’ 
back to try for gold

JENNIFER GOLDBERGER
CADENZA REPORTER

SARAH ROTH
CADENZA REPORTER

MICHAEL YANG
VIDEO GAMES EDITOR

Kickstarting games: 
When the fever fades, 

will fatigue set in?

Life after: 
‘The Hunger Games’

Left to right: ABC Family’s “Make It or Break It,” stars Chelsea Hobbs, Cassie 
Scerbo, Ayla Kell and Josie Loren.

Elizabeth Banks (left) as Effie Trinket and Jennifer Lawrence (right) as Katniss 
Everdeen in “The Hunger Games.”

BOB D’AMICO | ABC FAMILY

MURRAY CLOSE | MCT

Wash. U.’s Mosaic Whispers are one of four finalists competing to bring musician Andy Grammer (left) to cam-
pus. If they win, Mosaic Whispers will open for Grammer. Students can vote for Mosaic Whispers on TopBlip.
com or by liking them on Facebook.

COURTESY OF JOSH NEWTON | ANDY GRAMMER.COM COURTESY OF ANDY KOH
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A rally from an eight-run defi-
cit marked the weekend for the 
Washington University baseball 
team, which swept Wheaton 
College and the University of  
Wisconsin-Platteville in a pair of  
doubleheaders at Kelly Field. 

The Bears fell behind 8-0 to 
Wheaton after only two innings 
Saturday but inched back with 
three runs in the third inning, five 
in the fifth and one in the seventh. 
Wheaton had tacked on one more 
run in the top of  the fifth, so the 
game went into extra innings 
knotted at nine. A walk-off  hit 
over the center fielder’s head by 
freshman designated hitter Chris 
Lowery in the 12th inning sealed 
the Bears’ comeback.

“One thing that I admire so 
much about this group of  guys is 
that an eight-run deficit doesn’t 
scare them. … It wasn’t a posi-
tion we wanted to be in, but it 
wasn’t anything we were afraid 
of,” head coach Steve Duncan 
said. “The guys did a tremendous 
job responding to that challenge, 
and I’m not sure if  Wheaton put 
it on cruise control or what, but if  
you’ve got a lead against us, you 
better keep adding to it because 
we’re going to find a way to get 
on the board.”

The Bears opened Friday 
with a 7-3 win over Wisconsin-
Platteville and defeated Wheaton 
5-3 in a seven-inning game called 
early because of  rain and wet 
field conditions. The Bears fol-
lowed their extra-inning triumph 
over Wheaton with a 7-2 victory 

against Wisconsin-Platteville. 
Senior outfielder Brandon 

Rogalski’s seven-for-12 week-
end put him third on the 
school’s career hits list with 183. 
Rogalski’s parents flew in from 
South Carolina for the weekend 
to see their son also move to sev-
enth in RBIs (121) and fifth in 
stolen bases (44). 

“I’ve had a few other personal 
achievements from last year and 
coming into this year, and they’re 
very important to me, and it’ll 
be nice to look back on them,” 
Rogalski said. “But living in 
the present right now, that’s not 
what’s important. What’s impor-
tant is making the playoffs.”

Despite stranding 19 runners 
total in their two Friday games, 
the Red and Green received some 
timely hitting and, perhaps, some 
timely weather. 

Against Wisconsin-Platteville, 
the Bears scored four runs in 
the eighth inning to break a 3-3 
tie. With two runners on base, 
freshman shortstop Andrew 
Goldstick slapped an RBI single 
to right-center field. Rogalski 
capped off  a three-for-five game 
with another run-scoring sin-
gle. A bases-loaded error by 
the Pioneers’ second baseman 
allowed two more runs to score. 

Sophomore pitcher Brendan 
Rooney picked up the win in five 
innings of  relief, surrendering 
one run on three hits. 

Later that afternoon against 
Wheaton, the Bears’ 5-0 lead was 
unraveling in the eighth inning 
before the umpires called the 
game. The Thunder had scored 
three runs when the contest was 

ended with two outs and the 
bases loaded. 

Wheaton came out looking 
for revenge Saturday, lighting 
up Wash. U. starting pitcher 
Matt Kenahan, a sophomore, 
for eight runs (four earned) in 
the first inning alone. Junior 
Ryan Furtick and freshman Max 
Zhang combined for 11 innings in 
relief  while the Bears built their 
rally. After scoring three runs in 
the third inning, the Bears drew 
four walks in the fifth, picked up 
two singles and benefitted from 
a Wheaton error to narrow their 
deficit to one run. Sophomore 
centerfielder Kyle Billig scored 

the tying run in the seventh on 
a double play groundout by 
Rogalski. 

In the final game of  the week-
end, Wisconsin-Platteville second 
baseman Trevor Kattre put his 
team ahead with a homerun on 
the first pitch of  the first inning, 
but Wash. U. responded with 
seven straight runs. Rogalski 
went four-for-five with two RBIs. 
Junior pitcher Max Gordon gave 
up two runs in seven innings of  
work to pick up the win. 

The Bears are on a five-game 
winning streak, and their record 
stands at 17-6.  

“All those five games were 

regional games against quality 
opponents, and we’ve improved 
our regional record to 17-3,” 
Duncan said. “So just over the 
halfway point of  the season, 
we’re off  to a great start. …Those 
were huge wins. That Wheaton 
team we played is maybe the 
best lineup we’ve seen all year, 
and we were able to really limit 
its offensive production with the 
exception of  a couple innings 
at the beginning of  [Saturday’s] 
game.”

The Bears play three times 
against St. Norbert College next 
weekend in games six through 
eight of  an 11-game homestand. 

ALEX LEICHENGER
SPORTS EDITOR

Baseball sweeps four-game weekend

The Washington 
University track and field 
teams fought through some 
unfavorable conditions on 
Friday night to begin their 
spring campaigns with a 
sweep of  the Washington 
University Mini Meet at 
Bushyhead Track.

With 171.5 points, the 
women’s team edged out 
Wheaton College and its 
142 points for first place 
while the men’s team tallied 
190 points to outpace Ohio 
Northern University’s 171.

“It was a good meet,” 
head coach Jeff  Stiles said. 
“All of  those schools are 
really solid schools. It was a 
very competitive way to start 
the outdoor season.”

While the rains that hit 
St. Louis on Friday night 
affected some events more 
than others, Wash. U. was 
able to tally nine event 
wins—four for the women 
and five for the men—pick-
ing up first-place finishes in 
track races as well as field 
events.

“We did well compared to 
the other teams,” freshman 
Melissa Gilkey said. “A lot 
of  people might have been 
disappointed in their per-
sonal performances because 
the weather was so poor, and 
it was kind of  hard to get a 
good mentality with weather 
like that. But as a team we 
did really well, and that’s 
what’s important.”

The highlight of  the day 
for the women’s team came 
in the 3,000-meter steeple-
chase, in which sophomore 
Sarah Fisher (with a time 
of  11:05.19), freshman 
Lucy Cheadle (11:05.86) 
and senior Lacey Vogel 
(11:44.28) took first through 
third. Fisher and Cheadle’s 

times put them in third and 
fourth on the event’s NCAA 
Division III performance list 
for the season to date.

Wash. U. won two more 
track races that day: the 
400-meter hurdles, with 
sophomore Shannon 
Howell’s time of  1:04.80, 
and the 5,000-meter run, 
with senior Liz Phillips’ 
time of  17:15.50.

Phillips’ had a time that 
Stiles said will probably 
qualify her for nationals—a 
solid start to the spring sea-
son in an event she doesn’t 
usually run.

“I [had a personal record] 
by 23 seconds. The 5K is not 
really the event I focus on 
usually in outdoors, and so I 
didn’t have a spectacular PR 
going in, but I ended up run-
ning it well,” Phillips said. 

In the field events, Gilkey 
took the javelin throw at a 
mark of  38.69 meters, plac-
ing her fourth in Division 
III so far this season while 
senior Alison Andrews took 
third in the event at 35.40 
meters. Just missing out 
on a win was sophomore 
Madison Cannon, whose 
mark of  10.97 meters in the 
shot put gave her second 
place on the day.

“I’ve only been practicing 
for about a week, so I was 
really nervous that I was 
going to do really poorly, but 
I beat my [personal record], 
so I was pretty happy about 
that,” Gilkey said. “It can 
only improve from there.”

There were several strong 
performances on the men’s 
side as well. Senior Tyler 
Jackson, coming off  of  a 
national championship in 
the winter season, easily 
won the 110-meter hurdles 
with a time of  15.10 sec-
onds, more than a second 
faster than the next-fastest 
runner. Junior David Hamm 

was the other winner on the 
track, taking the 5,000-meter 
run in 15:26.98.

Senior Justin Pieper’s high 
jump mark of  1.85 meters 
gave him a win as did senior 
Ben Cutting’s 54.25 meters 
in the javelin. It was the pole 
vault, however, that may 
have been the best event of  
the day for the men’s squad. 
Wash. U. took four of  the 
top five spots, with fresh-
men Timothy Elliott and 
Nicholas Alaniva taking first 
and second by both clearing 
4.11 meters and sophomore 
Kevin Lind and freshman 
Kyle Engelken securing 
fourth and fifth by both 
clearing 3.80 meters.

Stiles mentioned the 
potential the event had for 
the men’s squad, with four 
freshmen (Elliott, Alaniva, 
Engelken and Troy Makous) 
already putting up strong 
performances.

“We have an opportunity 
to go one through four in 
the UAA championships in 
the event with all freshmen,” 
Stiles said about the pole 
vault. “We’re very excited 
about that.”

Just missing out on win-
ning marks were sophomore 
Arthur Townsend (second 
place in the 400-meter dash 
at 50.05 seconds), sopho-
more Charles Morris (second 
place in the long jump at 
5.95 meters), and the men’s 
4x100 relay of  Morris, junior 
Justin Rackley and fresh-
men James Hallwood and 
Andrew Konigsberg (sec-
ond place at a time of  45.19 
seconds).

The Bears will host the 
Washington University 
Invitational beginning on 
Friday, March 30, at 12 p.m. 
as they continue the early 
portion of  the spring season.

KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Bears open up spring 
season with sweep of 
home meet

Sophomore starting pitcher Matt Kenahan delivers a pitch on Saturday against Wheaton College. The Bears won 10-9, 
and Kenahan received a no decision. 

BEN GOTTESDIENER | STUDENT LIFE

From Wednesday through 
Saturday, the Washington University 
men’s and women’s swimming 
teams competed in the 2012 NCAA 
Division III Swimming and Diving 
Championship, the final meet of  the 
season. The Bears’ hard work and 
determination paid off  as Wash. U. 
competed well in Indianapolis, Ind., 
bringing home several All-America 
honors and personal and season-best 
times.

Despite only having four swim-
mers qualify for the meet, the Bears 
still fought hard and swam valiantly 
as freshman Sara Taege, the only 
swimmer representing the women’s 
team, scored a total of  24 points and 
finished 25th overall, while the men 
scored 9.5 points, finishing 41st.

“We were not as big as we had 
hoped for,” head coach Brad Shively 
said. “We knew going in that three 
boys and one girl would limit our 
opportunities, but I thought they 
did awesome. Overall, it was a great 
meet. ... I think we really bonded and 
supported each other as a team, and 
I’m proud of  them.

On the first day, Taege competed 
well in the 500-yard freestyle, finish-
ing first in her preliminary heat with 
a season-best time of  4:57.07. Taege 
had a seventh-place finish in the 
finals with a time of  4:59.81, clinch-
ing her first All-America honors.    

“It was truly an honor and a bless-
ing to be able to swim at this meet,” 
Taege said. “I’m grateful of  the 
opportunity to compete at this level, 
and it was thrilling being able to 
swim against amazing swimmers.”

The men’s team also got off  to a 
good start as junior Brendan Morin 
swam a season-best time in the 50 
freestyle, finishing 33rd in 20.98 sec-
onds. In the 500 freestyle, freshmen 
Zane Turpin and Luke Dobben fin-
ished 32nd and 34th, respectively. 

Taege continued to perform well 
on the second day as she earned her 
second All-America honors in the 
400 individual medley. In the prelim-
inaries, Taege swam a personal-best 

time of  4:27.47 and lowered her time 
again in the finals, dropping another 
three seconds (4:24.66) to give her a 
seventh-place finish with the fastest 
freestyle splits of  the event.

In the men’s 100 butterfly, Morin 
competed hard and made a 13th-
place finish as he earned All-America 
honors. Morin recorded a time of  
49.98 in the preliminaries, qualifying 
him for the consolation finals, which 
he finished with a time of  49.81. He 
also swam in the 100 butterfly, finish-
ing 13th. Turpin competed in the 400 
individual medley, and he finished 
second in his heat and 24th overall 
with a time of  4:08.59.

On day three, Taege had another 
great swim in the 200 butterfly as 
she placed 18th overall with a time 
of  2:07.23, only .02 seconds short of  
the school record. Dobben also made 
an 18th-place finish in the 200 butter-
fly, recording a time of  1:51.83. 

“I thought the swim was OK,” 
Dobben said. “I would like to have 
dropped more time, and I know there 
were some things I would like to 
have done better at, but it was a good 
experience.”

Turpin helped the Bears end the 
meet on a strong note as he earned 
honorable mention All-America hon-
ors in the 1,650 freestyle. Turpin had 
an 11th-place finish, recording a time 
of  15:49.11. Dobben came behind 
Turpin as he finished 20th with 
16:10.03. Morin set a career-best 
time in the 100 freestyle, finishing 
second in his heat with a time of  
46.64. 

Shively and the swimmers are 
already looking ahead to the next 
season. They plan to improve fur-
ther in a few areas and perform even 
better.

“We were probably as good a team 
as we’ve had at Wash. U., but we can 
do more,” Shively said. “The truth 
is, we need more people at nationals. 
There are some really good building 
blocks right now, so we just need to 
grow from there. I can’t wait to see 
how much we improve next season.”  

DEREK SHYR
SPORTS REPORTER

Taege and the swimming 
team finish strong at 
NCAA championship








