






T
wo weeks ago, three-term 
Sen. Olympia Snowe, 
R-Maine, announced 
that she would not be 

seeking reelection. What is so 
striking about the announcement is 
that Sen. Snowe stated that she is 
not seeking reelection specifically 
because of partisanship.  

Olympia Snowe was one of the 
few moderates left in the Senate. 
Although she was a member of  
the Republican caucus, she was 
more than willing to negotiate 
and even sometimes vote with 
the Democrats. According The 
Washington Post, Snowe only 
voted with the Republican Party 
line about 60 percent of the time 
during the last two years. She 
voted for Obama’s stimulus plan 

and, although she did not vote for 
healthcare, she was crucial in help-
ing it pass out of committees and 
onto the Senate floor.

Senator Snowe is a rarity. 
Moderates are becoming increas-
ingly difficult to find as strict 
partisanship becomes the norm in 
Washington. And as partisanship 
increases, political compromise 
decreases. Compromise is crucial to 
the political process and legisla-
tors having the ability to reach 
across the aisle to gain consensus is 
absolutely necessary to our political 
process. Our system is designed for 
legislation to only pass with some 
sort of compromise, and without it, 
nothing will ever get done.

Take, for example, Olympia 
Snowe’s participation in the so-
called “Gang of 14” during the 
2003 confirmation hearings of  
President Bush’s judicial nominees. 

Democratic senators were refusing 
to allow these confirmations to even 
happen, threatening to filibuster. It 
took a group of 14 senators, seven 
Democrats and seven Republicans, 
to broker a bipartisan agreement 
that allowed the Senate to continue 
to operate without a fundamental 
rule change.  

Instances of bipartisan coop-
eration such as the Gang of 14 
are becoming increasingly rare. 
It is difficult to imagine such 
a compromise happening in 
today’s hostile political climate. 
This is especially true in light of  
Republicans’ staunch opposition 
to nearly anything Democrats have 
proposed over the last three years of  
President Obama’s term.

Political partisanship isn’t the 
only problem, though. We, the 
constituents, are too. In the end, 
senators and congressmen are really 

beholden to their constituents. The 
American people, by allowing our 
representatives to strictly toe the 
party line and by not demanding 
compromise have let our politics 
come to this.  

Such an environment is toxic 
to those, like Olympia Snowe, 
who are willing to negotiate and 
work with those across the aisle. If  
constituents and party-insiders alike 
consider the very notion of com-
promise a bad thing or something 
to be avoided, then those who try 
to compromise will be voted out of  
office or choose not to run.  

This is exactly what happened 
to Olympia Snowe. In an Op-Ed 
submission to The Washington 
Post explaining why she chose not 
to seek reelection, she cited “[a] 
critical need to engender public 
support for the political center, for 
our democracy to flourish and to 

find solutions that unite rather than 
divide us.”

Red states are getting redder 
and blue states are getting bluer. 
America is starting to become 
unable to achieve the compromises 
that made our country truly great. 
I don’t think that we are a country 
that is entirely divided. Most people 
remain at the center.

What we need is not a blue 
shift or a red shift; we don’t need a 
massive changeover to one political 
faction or the other. What we need 
are more people in the center, we 
need a purple shift, to a place where 
people can come together and com-
promise on the important issues 
that our country needs to address.
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ZBT attack was thoughtless but hurtful

The loss of moderation

S
tudent Life reported on 
Monday that four cars 
near the house of  the 
fraternity Zeta Beta Tau 

had their tires slashed, and one 
of  the cars had three swastikas 
etched into it. The University 
City Police Department reported 
that a female suspect confessed 
to the crime. She is a former 
acquaintance of  some fraternity 
members.

There are certain symbols in 
our culture that dredge up ter-
rible memories, and that should 
not be used in society, no matter 

what. The swastika is one of  
those symbols.

By etching a swastika into one 
of  the cars, an already punishable 
act of  vandalism became a poten-
tial hate crime. It doesn’t matter 
if  the person actually believes 
what the swastika represents, 
she took out her aggression by 
using a symbol that should not be 
accepted in our society, no matter 
how angry you might become.

The swastika is a symbol 
of  hate that shouldn’t be used 
lightly. Hate groups will use 
such a symbol extensively, as the 

Neo-Nazi rally this past weekend 
demonstrated, and they have the 
right to do so, no matter how 
offensive we believe it to be. 
Even Germany has banned the 
swastika outright because of  its 
connotations. While we do not 
believe the United States should 
go so far as to ban the swastika, 
that doesn’t stop the swastika 
from being an offensive emblem 
of  a regime that was responsible 
for millions of  deaths.

But the rest of  us agree that in 
the United States, this is a sym-
bol that exclusively represents a 

hateful attitude toward Jews. Just 
because you have the capability 
to draw a swastika does not mean 
that you should do so.

We don’t believe that the per-
petrator should be prosecuted for 
a hate crime. She damaged those 
cars apparently without trying to 
make an anti-semitic statement. 
But that doesn’t make her actions 
any less reprehensible under the 
law. In her anger, she used a sym-
bol that most of  society deems 
unacceptable. No matter how 
upset she was, however, using a 
swastika shouldn’t be allowed, 

and it should not have crossed 
her mind.

It is clear that she will be pun-
ished for committing an act of  
vandalism, and she should be, to 
the full extent of  the law. But her 
actions show just how wary we 
all need to be about using hateful 
symbols lightly. 

No matter what her goal in 
committing this act of  vandalism 
was, she didn’t take into account 
that the symbol she used to rep-
resent her anger also represented 
an entire culture’s pain and 
suffering.
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