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W
e get our first 
impressions of  
other people 
from their bod-

ies and faces. These features are 
even more powerful mechanisms 
of  attraction when the person is 
someone we desire. It’s one of  
the reasons we fall in love. It is 
natural. Everyone wants to look 
attractive to others. It raises your 
confidence and makes you feel 
good. Unfortunately, it has a 
dark side, and we must be careful 
not to cross the line.

As a rule of  thumb, society 
generally finds skinny people 
more attractive than fat people. 
The momentum in this prefer-
ence shift, however, has clearly 
failed to stop at some optimal 
point and is now well overboard. 
It shows off  female celebrities 

who are exceedingly under-
weight, (frequently more than 10 
pounds below the recommended 
weight for their height) and 
male celebrities with incredible, 
inhumanly bulging muscles with 
no fat to pinch. This trend of  
idolization is making people ruin 
their health, both physical and 
mental.

At first glances the idols 
might draw one’s attention, but 
whatever they are, a lot of  their 
bodies aren’t normal. They may 
look fascinating in pictures, but 
we are usually unaware of  what 
goes on behind the scenes. The 
more I see celebrities, the more 
I come to think about how far 
detached from normalcy they 
are and how excessively thin or 
bulked-up they must be to appear 
before public eyes as idols. They 
evoke my worry, and pity even, 
as my mind gradually shifts to 
wonder, “Are they healthy?”

I worry about anyone who is 
desperate to be like them, male 
or female—anyone who often 
takes drastic measures of  fasting 
and exercising over the limit to 
lose weight or to build muscles. 
On one hand, these activities 
lead to serious undernourish-
ment and immensely high stress 
levels. On the other, they can 
progress into psychological eat-
ing disorders such as bulimia 
and anorexia, which harm your 
mental and physical health even 
more substantially.

Anorexia and bulimia are 
diseases that result from the fear 
of  (a loss of  control) weight-gain 
and the guilt from the previous 
binge eating. Instances of  this 
may be easier to find than you 
think. Researches show that a 
notable number of  teenagers 
and college students suffer from 
these disorders. According to the 
National Institutes of  Health, 

statistics of  bulimic college stu-
dents hover around one percent. 
That is one out of  every 100 
students. They typically exhibit 
depression and lower self-respect 
and self-esteem. Many of  the 
celebrities in pictures aren’t free 
of  these either.

I have personal experiences 
with some bulimic students and 
teenagers, and they are hard 
to watch. They endure a lot to 
suppress their appetites and force 
their bodies to extreme physical 
stress, only to relapse and feel 
guilty about “failure.” Their con-
fidence slumps and their health 
deteriorates. They desire health 
and attractiveness, but their 
actions are clearly headed in the 
opposite direction. Moreover, 
they are often blind to the fact 
that their actions are leading 
them in an undesirable direction. 
Performances in other aspects of  
life are affected as well, which 

only amplifies the psychological 
downward spiral.

I am all for having and pursu-
ing fantasies and whatnot, but 
they must be healthy. They can-
not lead to constant depression, 
self-deprecation, various dis-
orders and poor overall health. 
If  they do, they aren’t fantasies 
but rather obsessions. They also 
render us arguably the least 
attractive. We should not let our 
efforts to look attractive backfire 
on us. We want to actually look 
attractive and likeable, and that 
comes with smiles and positive 
spirit. Let us thus all be healthy 
and not let society or anything 
else defeat our own purposes and 
goals. After all, what you ulti-
mately find most attractive about 
a person is his or her personality.

Body image
JUN SOO PARK
STAFF COLUMNIST

Jun Soo Park is a sophomore in Arts 
& Sciences. Write to Jun Soo Park at 
JUNSOO.PARK@STUDLIFE.COM

EDITORIAL CARTOON

STAFF EDITORIAL

MARA CRUVANT | STUDENT LIFE

R
ecently, the Virginia 
House of  Delegates 
passed a bill that 
defines personhood 

as beginning at conception, and 
accordingly extends all rights 
granted by the Commonwealth 
of  Virginia and the Constitution 
of  the United States to an egg 
the moment it is fertilized. We 
believe this is an unfair curtail-
ment of  women’s rights, and 
furthermore would bring the 
state of  Virginia into legally 
ambiguous territory.

The bill, though it reads as 
an abortion ban, ostensibly is 
not. Republican delegate Robert 

Marshall, who introduced the 
bill, has said that “by itself, it 
does not outlaw abortion.” It 
does not even apply to contra-
ception, another fear discounted 
by Marshall. More than any-
thing, the bill is a way for 
conservative politicians to show 
constituents that they take a hard 
stance on abortion, even though 
the bill is not an attack on it.

It does, however, put Virginia 
in a very strange spot with 
regard to abortion. According to 
Marshall, if  a pregnant woman 
is the victim of  an accident and 
suffers a miscarriage as a result, 
the person at fault would be 

liable for the death of  the fetus. 
Such is already the case, but if  
the bill passes, the offending 
party could be prosecuted for 
manslaughter. Thus, in every 
single instance except abortion 
in which someone is responsible 
for the death of  a fetus, the 
offending party has committed a 
criminal act, and by extension, 
the Commonwealth of  Virginia, 
by allowing abortion, would be 
permitting what it would legally 
define as murder.

This is the real problem. 
If  someone causes the death 
of  a fetus, they could be held 
responsible for killing a person. 

Abortion is only different, it 
seems, because of  the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade. 
Still, we believe this is incredibly 
suspicious. At what point, in the 
eyes of  Virginia, does it cease to 
be abortion and become murder? 
It is already fairly easy for anti-
abortion states to make abortions 
harder to obtain—Virginia is 
also attempting to pass a law 
that would require transvaginal 
ultrasounds before an abortion 
is permissible—but it would be 
fairly easy for the state to file 
murder charges against those 
it believed had not followed 
strict procedure in pursuing an 

abortion. Doctors and patients 
could go to prison on technicali-
ties, and the legal precedent set 
by treating unborn fetuses as 
persons is also problematic.

The passage of  this bill is the 
start down a path to the inac-
cessibility of  abortions, and the 
consequences of  improperly 
getting an abortion would act as 
a strong deterrent; why risk years 
in prison when a child could 
be put up for adoption in nine 
months? We condemn this bill 
and hope that if  it does become 
law, it is challenged and defeated 
in the judiciary.

Virginia personhood bill unfair to women
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R
ecently, additional 
federal funding was 
provided to advance 
the high-speed corri-

dor being built between Chicago 
and St. Louis to be finished 
by 2014.  This increase, which 
amounts to about $186 million, 
would allow for a 110 miles-per-
hour rail passage along most 
of  the distance between the 
two cities. This is a remarkable 
step forward toward improving 
the transportation infrastruc-
ture in the Midwest that could 
provide both more efficient and 
less expensive alternatives to 
air and car travel. High-speed 
rail travel does not have a very 
large history in the United 
States; currently only one pas-
sage exists and although it can 
reach a maximum of  150 mph, 
due to the use of  conventional 
tracks, it only averages about 68 
mph. Nonetheless, high-speed 
rails are critical to the future 
of  American transportation 
infrastructure.  

Around 50 years ago for-
mer President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower approved the 
Federal Aid Highway Aid Act 

of  1956, which 
provided for the 

construction of  the 
Interstate Highways. That 

system revolutionized American 
transportation infrastructure, 
providing for easy, affordable 
and efficient cross-national 
transportation for anybody with 
a car.  Two generations later, 
with the prices of  air travel 
and gasoline inching upwards, 
traveling around the country 
is becoming somewhat more 
difficult. A high-speed rail 
revolution could make intrana-
tional transportation far more 
affordable and easy, and provide 
substantial economic benefits 
for the nation and its citizens in 
both the short and long-term, 
similar to that of  the interstate 
highways.

It is plainly visible to those 
who travel that our infrastruc-
ture is not only outdated, but 
also crumbling, exemplified by 
the 2007 collapse of  the I-35W 
bridge across the Mississippi 
River in Minneapolis. Certainly 
such problems with our national 
roads need to be remedied, but 
in addition, rail lines can be 
constructed in order to remove 
some of  the stress on certain 
congested roads. Moreover, the 
climate effects from millions of  
cars, many used to inefficiently 
transport small groups of  indi-
viduals, can be counteracted by 
the use of  high-speed trains that 

can transport large numbers of  
people across the country far 
more quickly and economically 
than cars on the highway.

For experience, we can 
observe the effects of  high-speed 
transportation in other nations 
such as Japan, South Korea, 
much of  the European Union 
and even China, where millions 
of  passengers are transported 
each year between large metro-
politan areas. In such areas, the 
rail systems have undercut the 
necessity for air and car travel in 
hugely congested areas, provid-
ing a safer and cleaner living 
environment. Such systems are 
also especially efficient once 
they are linked into local trans-
portation infrastructure.

Imagine a weekend in St. 
Louis, perhaps at Washington 
University, in which you decide 
you want to travel to Chicago. 
Currently, you have a few 
options: You could take a bus, a 
plane or a car. The bus and the 
car are both very time-consum-
ing and the plane can be rather 
expensive, not to mention the 
hassle of  dealing with airport 
and airline regulations about 
luggage size, etc. In 2014, you 
could opt to take the new high-
speed rail line and save both 
money and time.

High speed rail is the future 
of infrastructure

ALEX BERNSTEIN
STAFF COLUMNIST

Alex Bernstein is a sophomore in Arts 
& Sciences. Write to Alex Bernstein at 
ALEX.BERNSTEIN@STUDLIFE.COM

M
ore than 20 years 
ago, I read a study 
of  junior high 
school students in 

Rhode Island that included one 
finding I’ve never been able to get 
out of  my head. Students were 
asked if  a man who spent money 
on a woman during a date was 
entitled to force her into sexual 
activity. An astounding 25 percent 
of  the young boys said yes—and 
even more astounding, 17 percent 
of  the junior high school girls 
agreed. 

You may think that sounds like 
a long time ago—and it was. But 
sadly, dating violence remains 
a very real problem in our 
country—especially on college 
campuses. 

Today, while in college, nearly 
one in five women will be a victim 
of  sexual assault and one in 10 
teens will be hurt on purpose 
by someone he or she is dat-
ing. These aren’t just statistics, 
these are people you know: your 

roommates, your friends, your 
sisters, your classmates. This is a 
problem we all have to face. 

My dad used to say that there’s 
no worse sin than the abuse of  
power. Whether it was raising a 
hand to someone weaker or using 
any advantage to push people 
around, he taught me that if  you 
saw abuse, you had an obligation 
to attempt to stop it. It’s a lesson 
to remember every day, but espe-
cially this February, during Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness and 
Prevention Month. 

Awareness is the first step to 
pushing back against a problem 
this big. When I held Senate 
hearings on violence against 
women more than two decades 
ago, domestic abuse in American 
society was rarely spoken about in 
public. I’ll never forget the stories 
of  abuse I heard in more than 
a thousand hours of  hearings. 
The brutality of  family members, 
acquaintances and strangers 
against the women in their lives 
was absolutely devastating. 

It was those hearings that led to 
the Violence Against Women Act, 

and since then annual incidents of  
domestic violence have dropped 
by more than 50 percent. But for 
women college-age and younger 
today, the risk is still much too 
high. 

That’s why I joined with 
Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan last April to announce 

historic new guidelines for col-
leges and universities about their 
responsibilities under Title IX to 
prevent sexual assault. Under the 
federal civil rights law, schools 
have an obligation not only to 
respond appropriately when an 
assault occurs, but also to create 
a climate on campus that makes 
such violence unacceptable.

I also started an initiative called 
1is2many to help reduce dat-
ing violence and sexual assault 
among teens and young adults. 

We harnessed the power of  tech-
nology to get our message out, 
launching a national contest to 
develop Apps Against Abuse. The 
two winning apps—which will be 
available later this spring—will let 
you get in touch with your friends 
quickly and safely so you can call 
for help if  you need it and stop 
violence in its tracks. We’ve also 
made sure the National Dating 
Abuse Helpline can be reached by 
text, online, or by phone 24/7.

Last month, the FBI changed 
the way the federal govern-
ment defines rape. The narrow, 
outdated definition—unchanged 
since 1929—said the assault 
had to be forcible and against a 
woman’s will to be classified as 
rape. That definition is just not 
true, and it’s a point that I make 
on college campuses all across 
the country. Rape is rape and no 
means no. No means no whether 
drunk or sober. No means no 
whether in the dorm room or 
on the street. There is never an 
excuse. Young women and men 
alike need to understand this. 
Under the new definition, rape 

occurs when there is no con-
sent, and it also includes sexual 
assault against boys and young 
men in national law enforcement 
reporting. 

These are important changes, 
but ending dating violence and 
sexual assault isn’t just a matter 
of  laws and legislation. It’s about 
education. It’s about attitudes. It’s 
about your participation. I need 
your help to address this issue in 
your dorms and on your cam-
puses. Studies show that men’s 
ideas about what other men think 
is one of  the strongest determi-
nants of  how they act. So guys, 
you need to speak out.

The ultimate measure of  a civi-
lized society is how its laws and 
culture treat the abuse of  women. 
Attitudes can change. Violence 
can end. But it can’t happen 
without universal understanding 
that dating violence and sexual 
assault will never be tolerated 
anywhere, at any time, for any 
reason. Period. That’s all of  our 
responsibility. 

Together we must end dating violence
JOE BIDEN
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Joe Biden is the Vice President of the 
United States.

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Awareness is the 
first step to push-
ing back against a 
problem this big.

L
ast Tuesday, Virginia 
joined other states, 
like Oklahoma and 
Alabama, in passing 

bills to restrict abortion. The 
Commonwealth’s two new bills 
have effects extending to the use 
of  contraceptives and, according 
to delegate Eileen Filler-Corn, are 
“Even more restrictive than those 
in the Deep South.” These bills 
are restrictive of  personal free-
doms, violate constitutional rights 
and should be done away with 
immediately.

There are two pieces of  legisla-
tion. The first defines personhood 
in declaring rights of  person by 
the time an egg is fertilized. This 
means that contraception methods 
like the intrauterine device (IUD) 
would be illegal. The second bill 
requires that any woman who 
wants an abortion is forced to 
undergo an ultrasound at least 
24 hours prior to the procedure, 
and that the images be kept in her 
medical file permanently. And for 
those in early pregnancy, it would 
involve an invasive transvaginal 
procedure in order to get the 
required ultrasound clarity.

People have had mixed reac-
tions toward this bill. Some are 
simply trying to wrap their heads 
around the legislation, while 
others objected to the blatant gov-
ernment intrusion into the lives of  
its people. Anti-abortion delegate 
Joseph D. Morrissey believes 
that the majority party has gone 
too far. “It involves government 
in something that only should 
involve God and family and doc-
tor,” he added.

Senator Janet Howell from 
Fairfax County was also shocked 
by the bill’s process but took to 
a different way to get her point 
across. She tried to amend the bill 
to require men to be subjected to 
a rectal exam and cardiac stress 
test in order to obtain prescription 
medication for erectile dysfunc-
tion. “[The] Senate is about to pass 
a bill that will require a woman 
to have a totally unnecessary 
medical procedure at their cost 

and inconvenience. If  we’re going 
to do that to women, why not do 
that to men?” she explained. As 
expected, her amendment failed.

The Virginia Senate further 
advanced a House bill to eliminate 
state-funded abortions. Currently, 
these include cases of  rape, incest 
and when carriage endangers the 
mother’s life. This is yet again an 
unnecessary move as only 10 such 

occurrences were recorded last 
year and spent a total $2,800 of  
taxpayer dollars. This is in effect 
banning women who are truly in 
need of  such services.

According to Steven D. Levitt’s 
book “Freakonomics,” lower 
crime rates are intricately tied to 
the right of  abortion. He stated 
that “when government grants a 
woman the opportunity to make 
her own decision about abortion, 
she generally does a good job of  
figuring out if  she is in a position 
to raise the baby well.” What 
Virginia is doing, is essentially 
taking away that ability and poten-
tially causing repercussions in the 
next few decades.

These pieces of  legislation do 
nothing to protect the taxpayer or 
the sanctity of  human life. Instead, 
they are responsible for invading 
people’s right to privacy and vio-
lating their bodies, steadily eroding 
freedoms that we assumed we had. 
There has been talk about whether 
or not these laws are going to 
be the model for future abortion 
regulations across the country. 
Legislators should take note: 
These restrictions are violations 
and take away the basic choices we 
can make about our families.

Virginia en route to 
banning abortion

STEPHANIE CHENG
STAFF COLUMNIST

Stephanie Cheng is a sophomore in 
Arts & Sciences. Write to Stephanie 
Cheng at STEPHANIE.CHENG@
STUDLIFE.COM

This is in effect 
banning women 

who are truly 
in need of such 

services.

HANNA XU | STUDENT LIFE

RE: One Million Moms and the ‘pro-gay bandwagon’
“This is rediculous! I’m a mom 
and all my six sisters are 
mothers. WE LOVE ELLEN and 
think she would a great spokes 
person for J.C. Penny! ...”
 -Amanda Campbell
“What a biased opinion. It’s 
clear that you have no respect 
for people with religios beliefs. 
It would be nice to read an 
article that wasn’t littered with 

so much sarcasm. I am a gay 
man, and there ABSOLUTELY IS 
A GAY AGENDA. You can make 
fun of it, but as a “journalist” 
you should be willing to be 
respectful of people’s right to 
practice their religion and to 
protect their children the way 
they see fit.”
- Kevin Mc
Let me point out several things 

that are wrong with what you 
just said.
1. “What a biased opinion.” This 
is FORUM. Where they write 
EDITORIALS. 2. “you should 
be willing to be respectful of 
people’s right to practice their 
religion.” JC Penny’s hiring of El-
len does not stop anyone from 
practicing their religion. You’re 
clearly very confused about 

how that works. It’s much 
more accurate to say that the 
religious people aren’t allowing 
Ellen to be openly gay.
3. “and to protect their children 
the way they see fit.” There’s 
an easy way to do this. Bigoted 
parents everywhere just don’t 
expose their children to Ellen, 
JC Penny, or THE GAY AGENDA.” 
-Annoyed

studlife.com



The Washington University 
men’s and women’s swim-
ming teams brought home 
school records and several 
top-place finishes Wednesday 
through Saturday in the 
University Athletic Association 
Championships, hosted by Case 
Western Reserve University. 

With a final score of  1,122 
points, the men’s team finished 
fourth overall, while Emory 
University took first place with 
1,897 points. The women’s team 
scored 905 points and placed 
fifth overall. Emory finished first 
with 2,112 points.

“We were really prepared 
going into this meet,” freshman 
Sara Taege said. “We’ve been 
training hard for this meet, and 
we’ve swam against hard teams 
all season long. Our hard train-
ing definitely showed in this 
meet.”

On the first day, Wash. 
U. started out with only one 

competitor, freshman Tina 
Hinman, who placed 10th in the 
1-meter diving event and scored 
a season-best time of  313.25. The 
meet picked up the pace on the 
second day as freshman Luke 
Dobben won the conference title 
in the 500-yard freestyle, swim-
ming a B-cut qualifying time and 
season-best of  4:33.99. 

“That race was just amazing,” 
Taege said. “Luke’s been work-
ing hard all season, and it was 
exciting to see him do so well.”

Senior Chris Valach also swam 
well in the 500-yard freestyle, 
finishing third with a time of  
4:37.50 and earning All-UAA 
honors. In addition, the men 
performed well in the 400-yard 
medley-relay with sophomores 
Jason Wan, Brian Carpenter 
and Brendan Morin and fresh-
man Matt Nutter finishing third 
and making a B-cut final time. 
The 200-freestyle relay was also 
a success as Nutter, Morin, Wan 
and junior Mark Minowitz fin-
ished second with 1:24.51. Both 
of  these relays earned All-UAA 

honors. In the 50-yard freestyle, 
Morin had a fourth place in the 
final with a time of  21.02 while 
Nutter finished sixth in 21.51.

On the women’s side, sopho-
more Chi Pham placed sixth in 
the 200-yard individual medley 
A-final with a time of  2:08.84. 
In the 200-freestyle relay, Pham, 
freshmen Jennifer Tartavull 
and Katie Crist and sophomore 
Allison Siegel placed second 
in the A final with a time of  
1:37.10, which earned them All-
UAA honors. Taege also swam 
her season-best time of  5:00.52 
in the 500-yard freestyle, making 
the B-final cut and placing first.

Morin led the men’s side on 
the third day with an impressive 
first-place swim in the 100-yard 
butterfly with a B-cut time of  
49.92, out-touching second place 
by .07 seconds. Dobben, Nutter, 
Valach and Minowitz came back 
to action in the 800-freestyle 
relay, finishing second with All-
UAA honors and a B-cut time 
of  6:50.47. In the A final of  the 
200-freestyle, Minowitz had a 

fourth-place finish of  1:42.23, 
and Nutter placed fifth with 
1:43.05. 

The women’s highlight was 
Taege who finished third in the 
400-yard individual medley, 
earning All-UAA honors with a 
B-cut time. Pham continued her 
success in the 100-yard back-
stroke, finishing seventh in the A 
final with a time of  59.02, which 
broke the pool record. In the 200-
yard medley relay, Pham, senior 
Catherine Rafferty-Millett, and 
sophomores Grace Murray and 
Siegel finished fourth (1:48.99). 

On the final day, the Bears’ 
freshmen led the way by bringing 
home three school records. In the 
1,650-yard freestyle, Zane Turpin 
won the event to clinch his first 
UAA individual title, finishing 
with a B-cut time of  15:46.89 and 
setting both a school record and 
pool record. Dobben finished 
second in the event, recording 
his personal-best and B-cut time 
of  15:50.88. Dobben’s impres-
sive performance throughout the 
meet earned him the UAA Male 

Rookie of  the Year.
“We’re proud of  Luke,” Taege 

said. “He’s worked hard all sea-
son and he’s really swam well. 
It’s an award he well deserves.”

In the women’s 200-butterfly, 
Taege broke the school record 
with a fourth-place finish and 
a time of  2:07.21, only .07 sec-
onds of  All-UAA honors. The 
women’s 400-yard freestyle relay 
finished second as Taege, Pham, 
Siegel and freshman Jennifer 
Tartavull recorded a B-cut time 
of  3:31.59. The men’s 400-yard 
freestyle relay team finished third 
with Nutter, Minowitz, Wan and 
Morin earning All-UAA honors 
with a time of  3:05.69. 

The team will attend the 
Midwest Invitational in Chicago 
on Feb. 24 in the last meet for 
swimmers to earn an NCAA 
qualifying time.  

“We need to have a focused 
mindset,” Taege said. “As long 
as we keep training and fix some 
little things, we’re going to see 
some more exciting swims.”

The spring season started out the right way for 
the Washington University women’s tennis team on 
Saturday, when the No. 14 Bears competed for the first 
time since October. They traveled to Memphis, Tenn., 
and handled Rhodes College by a final count of  8-1.

The Bears went 3-0 in doubles and had little trouble 
with any of  the three contests, as the top pair (sopho-
mores Evelyn Qin and Betsy Edershile) and third pair 
(junior Paige Madara and freshman Hanna Newstadt) 
both swept their matches 8-0, while the second pair-
ing of  sophomore Theresa Petraskova and junior Kate 
Klein took their match by an 8-1 final count.

Wash. U.’s dominance continued into singles, where 
all of  the two through six spots ended as two-set vic-
tories for the Bears. Petraskova (6-2, 6-2), Klein (6-0, 
6-0), Edershile (6-0, 6-1), Madara (6-1, 6-3) and junior 
Katie Helfgott (6-1, 6-3) all took out their respective 
Rhodes counterparts. Qin’s narrow three-set defeat 
(4-6, 6-4, 10-2) was the team’s only blemish on the day.

The team has next weekend off  before it heads to 
DePauw University in Greencastle, Ind., for the ITA 
Division III Indoor Championships. There, they will 
face off  with sixth-ranked Denison University on 
Friday, March 2.

On Sunday after-
noon,  the Washington 
University women’s bas-
ketball team pulled away 
late to defeat New York 
University 76-59. Five 
players scored in double 
figures, led by senior 
Brianne Monahan’s 17 
points and 12 rebounds.

Senior Claire 
Schaeperkoetter stepped 
into the point guard 
position and performed 
well, scoring 12 points 
and recording six assists. 
Senior Dani Hoover con-
tributed 11 points, eight 
rebounds, three assists 
and three steals in 28 min-
utes of  action.

The teams traded bas-
kets early before Hoover 
sank a three to give Wash. 
U. its first lead of  the day 
at 13-10. The Bears led by 
as many as nine follow-
ing a jumper by freshman 
Alyssa Johanson to make 
the score 29-20 and 
coasted into the half  up 
34-26.

In the second half, 
NYU pulled to within two 
points three times before 
Schaeperkoetter went 

to work. She hit sopho-
more Jordan Rettig for 
an easy layup and, after 
a Monahan bucket, hit 
back-to-back threes to give 
Wash. U. a 58-46 lead.

Monahan then hit 
jumper after jumper to 
put the Bears comfort-
ably in front for the rest of  
the game. Rettig finished 
with 12 points and six 
rebounds, and freshman 
Maddy Scheppers scored 
11 points as well.

On Friday night, the 
Red and Green team 
suffocated Brandeis 
University’s offense en 
route to a 57-33 victory. 
The Judges committed 19 
turnovers and shot just 27 
percent from the field.

Hoover led the way for 
the Bears with 12 points, 
and 12 different players 
contributed to the final 
tally. Monahan added a 
team-high seven rebounds 
to go with her six points 
of  the night.

For Brandeis, the game 
was put into perspective 
on their first possession. 
After the Judges earned 
possession on a back-
court violation off  of  
the opening tip, missed a 
jumper and collected the 

offensive rebound, senior 
Bethany Morrison forced 
a steal and drove the other 
way for an easy layup, giv-
ing the Bears a lead they 
would not give up.

It was a game of  runs, 
as Wash. U. stormed out 
to a 25-5 lead, thanks to 
5-7 shooting from the 
three-point line in the first 
11:34. Brandeis responded 
with a 13-0 run of  its own 
to close the lead to 25-18 
with 3:02 left in the first 
half.

After the Bears came 
out of  halftime with a 
29-18 lead, the defense 
stepped up, holding the 
Judges to just three points 
in the first 13 minutes 
of  the second half  as 
Wash. U. went on a 16-3 
run to push the lead to 
45-21. From there, the 
Bears coasted to the fin-
ish as their lead never got 
smaller than 21.

Wash. U. concludes 
its regular season next 
Saturday on the road 
against  No. 2 and unde-
feated University of  
Chicago. Tipoff  is at 1 
p.m. in a re-match of  a 
hard-fought 65-62 win for 
the Maroons on Jan. 7.
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A school record in the 
women’s distance med-
ley relay highlighted the 
Washington University track 
and field teams’ performance 
at the Illinois College Alumni 
Classic Friday in Jacksonville, 
Ill. 

The women’s distance 
medley relay (DMR) team of  
sophomore Shannon Howell, 
seniors Erica Jackey and 
Liz Phillips and freshman 
Lucy Cheadle ran a time of  
11:46.38 time to break the 
previous school record set last 
year. The No. 4 women’s team 
as a whole captured first place 
in the meet with 189 points, 
and the men’s team finished 
with 177 points to claim first 
place as well. 

The record-setting DMR 
squad raced under interesting 
conditions, with no other com-
petitors going up against it. 

“We were just trying to 
run a solid time to qualify 
for nationals, and we actually 
didn’t have anyone to compete 
against—we were the only 
team, so we just all wanted to 
go out there, run our sprints 
and get the job done,” Cheadle 
said. “And getting the school 
record was kind of  nice feed-
back to show that we’re on the 
right track, especially because 
we all know that we can run 
better than we did on Friday.”

The DMR time was the 
second best in Division III 
behind Middlebury, but the 
two rival teams will not get 
to go head-to-head until 
March 9-10 at the NCAA 
Indoor Championships. 
Head coach Jeff  Stiles said 
that Middlebury’s nation-
leading time of  11:40 came 
at a “high-level meet” with 
stiff  competition pushing the 
runners, very different circum-
stances than the Bears faced. 

“They ran a really good 

time, and we’re not necessarily 
going to beat them, but I have 
zero doubt that [we’re pretty 
equivalent teams],” Stiles said. 
“It should be a heck of  a race 
at nationals.”

The Bears received several 
other standout performances 
Friday, including the first place 
finish of  sophomore Jasmine 
Williams in the women’s high-
jump. Williams reached 1.67 
meters and placed second in 
the long jump at 5.23 meters. 

“[Jasmine] had a phenome-
nal long jump, high jump, 200, 
4-x-4,” Stiles said. “[They] 
were all either seasonal bests, 
lifetime bests or real close.”

Sophomores Nkele Davis, 
Katie Sandson and Anna 
Etherington were the other 
individual women’s winners. 
Davis ran a season-best time 
of  1:01.52 in the 400 meters. 
Sandson claimed first in the 
60-meter race (8.14) and 
Etherington won the pole 
vault (3.63 meters). 

The 1,600-meter relay team 
also emerged victorious in its 
event with a time of  4:14.42. 

On the men’s side, senior 
Tyler Jackson continued a 
string of  strong performances 
with a first place finish in the 
60-meter hurdles (8.28). He 
also set a personal record in 
the 200-meter event (23.57), 
good for fourth place. 

“He’s just had an unbeliev-
able senior year,” Stiles said. 

In the 200-meter event, 
junior Ryan Doll finished first 
(23.05), and freshman Lukas 
Rees won the mile (4:32.54). 
The men’s 1,600 relay squad 
also outran all its competition 
(3:29.53), and senior Justin 
Pieper cleared 1.90 meters to 
win the high jump.

The men’s and women’s 
teams will compete next 
weekend in the University 
Athletic Association Indoor 
Championships Feb. 25-26 at 
New York University.  
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Women’s distance medley relay sets 
new record at IC Alumni Classic

Women’s basketball extends 
winning streak to four

Women’s tennis 
wins opener 8-1

Swimming and diving finds success at UAA Championship: 
Dobben, Turpin, Taege bring home records

In its last weekend-long road trip of  the 
regular season, the No. 24 Washington 
University men’s basketball team won one 
and lost one to clinch first place in the 
University Athletic Association for the 
season, and a spot in the NCAA Division 
III tournament.

On Sunday, Washington University took 
on New York University, the second place 
team in the conference. Heading into the 
contest, NYU was only a game behind 
the Bears in the UAA standings. With a 
74-68 win, Wash. U clinched its 11th UAA 
championship in program history.

NYU started fast, jumping out to a 
16-7 lead after four minutes. The Red and 
Green came back quickly with a 13-0 run 
of  their own. Sophomore Chris Klimek 
continued his strong play from the game 
before with six points during that stretch. 
Senior Dylan Richter hit a three-pointer 
at the end of  the half  to give the Bears a 
46-40 lead.

In the second half, Wash. U. led for the 
first 15 minutes until NYU tied it at 62. 
With two minutes to go, the Violet had 
taken the lead, 68-63, but the Bears scored 
the last eleven points to win the game. 
Junior Rob Burnett scored five straight 
points to give them the lead.

Richter led the team with 17 points, 
which also moved him into 19th place in 
scoring in Washington University history. 
Freshman Brayden Teuscher and Klimek 
had twelve points each, and Burnett 
chipped in eleven.

Friday evening, Wash. U lost to Brandeis 
University in Massachusetts 79-69 to see 
its conference lead dwindle from two 
games to one. Klimek and Burnett each 
tallied career highs in points, with 22 and 
18 respectively, but it was not enough to 
hold off  the Judges.

The first half  was back and forth, with 
each team taking the lead three times, and 
going into halftime Brandeis held a two 
point lead, 39-37. Klimek led the way with 
12 of  his points in the first half. The Bears 
pressured Brandeis into five turnovers in 
the first half, but the Judges shot 41 per-
cent from three and 90 percent from the 
free-throw line in the half.

In the second half  Brandeis started fast, 
jumping out to a 14-point lead after eight 
minutes, 57-43. Wash. U. fought back 
with a 13-2 run, getting the deficit down 
to three 59-56, after a sophomore Tim 
Cooney lay-up with seven minutes left 
in the game. The Bears never led in the 
second half, but did tie up the score once 
more at 62 with four minutes to go after a 
basket by Klimek.

Brandeis pulled away down the stretch, 
making eight of  eleven free throws to close 
out the game. Brandeis shot 45 percent 
from the field for the game, and 52 per-
cent from three. The Bears only made two 
three-pointers in the game, missing all of  
them in the second half  and shooting 13% 
percent in the game. 

The Bears will finish out the regular sea-
son next Saturday at rival University of  
Chicago.

Men’s basketball locks up 
UAA championship with win
TREVOR LEUZINGER
SPORTS REPORTER



The second-highest-rated show on Super 
Bowl Sunday, “Downton Abbey,” aired its 
season finale last night. The Crawley fam-
ily drama has captivated audiences on both 
sides of the Atlantic and sparked an interest in 
other shows from across the pond. Below are 
Cadenza’s favourite British shows, so turn on 
BBC and check them out.

1. “Brideshead Revisited”
“Brideshead Revisited” is a lavish produc-

tion based on Evelyn Waugh’s novel about 
interwar England. Charles Ryder (Jeremy 
Irons), a middle-class student at Oxford, 
befriends Sebastian Flyte (Anthony Andrews), 
an alcoholic aristocrat with a teddy bear. 
The Flytes, whose reputation and wealth has 
dwindled for years, struggle to preserve their 
traditions, like ardent Catholicism. Sebastian’s 
manias intensify, and the family seeks Charles’ 
aid. As Charles witnesses the intersection of  
Sebastian’s impulses and his own fascination 
with the family, he finds himself collapsing 
under a cross of friendship, love, art and social 
change. “Brideshead Revisited” features shots 
of one of the most beautiful homes in England 
and perfectly captures a nostalgia for the “lan-
guor of Youth.”

2. “I, Claudius”
As a general rule, Roman emperors were 

either mad or bad. No lesson in Roman 
history emphasizes this adage more than 
“I, Claudius.” Rooted in Robert Graves’ 
acclaimed novel, the series depicts the life 
of Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus 
Germanicus, a lame stammerer and democrat. 
Though Claudius occupies a lower branch 
of the Julio-Claudian dynasty, he is unwill-
ingly crowned Caesar after conspiracies and 
tragedies prune his family tree to a stump. 
More importantly, “I, Claudius” is a pantheon 
of English acting. Derek Jacobi is brilliant as 
Claudius. Notable supporting roles include 
Patrick Stewart as Sejanus and John Rhys-
Davies as Macro. John Hurt deserves every 
laurel for his portrayal of the insane emperor 
Caligula, who proclaimed himself an incar-
nation of Zeus, declared war on the sea, and 
devoured the fetus he conceived with his sister.

3. “Fawlty Towers”
Meet Basil Fawlty, the most unpleasant man 

in all of England. He manages a hotel—the 

eponymous Fawlty Towers—an occupation 
he despises. Basil lives in constant fear of his 
wife, whose laugh he describes as “somebody 
machine-gunning a seal.” Like “Seinfeld,” 
“Fawlty Towers” pinpoints the absurdity of  
everyday life and amplifies the comedy with 
outrageous personalities. In one case, Basil, 
recovering from a blow to the head, insults 
German guests by repeating their orders of  
prawn cocktail and pickled herring as Eva 
Braun and Herman Goering. John Cleese, of  
“Monty Python,” is Basil Fawlty, and “Fawlty 
Towers” is the finest product any Python 
produced after they dissolved. Every British 
comedian, from Ricky Gervais to Russell 
Brand, cites the show as an influence. It’s the 
best in British comedy.

4. “The Black Adder”
For a more irreverent take on history than “I, 

Claudius,” consider “The Black Adder.” The 
show depicts four critical periods of English 
history: the Wars of the Roses, the court of  
Queen Elizabeth, the Regency era, and World 
War I. In each, the protagonist, always named 
Edmund Blackadder, plots to improve his 
wealth and status. Rowan Atkinson, familiar 
to Americans as Mr. Bean, plays Blackadder 
in each generation of the family. His schemes 

almost always fail, usually due to the clod-
dishness of his companions. For example, 
Blackadder must rewrite Johnson’s “Dictionary 
of the English Language” in a single night 
after his servant burns the sole manuscript. In 
another case, Blackadder charters a vessel for 
the Cape of Good Hope to impress Queen 
Elizabeth, only to find the deranged captain 
cannot navigate even to France. “The Black 
Adder” is one of the funniest historical com-
edies ever produced.

5. “Doctor Who”
Arguably the most popular British show of  

all time, “Doctor Who” is the easiest show to 
jump into and the sole entry on this list still in 
production. The Doctor is an alien with a time 
machine, a fondness for humans and an out-
of-this-world personality. He travels through 
time and space with a human companion, 
confronting various alien menaces and setting 
an example of tolerance and cool logic. Some 
of the best episodes are from the ’70s, like 
“Pyramids of Mars,” in which the Doctor 
grapples with a god of ancient Egypt, and 
“City of Death,” in which the Doctor discovers 
that an art thief actually intends to incinerate 
the Earth. The franchise is approaching its 50th 
anniversary but has yet to show its age.
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Alex Kingston, Arthur Darvill, Matt Smith and Karen Gillan star in the new season of the BBC’s 
“Doctor Who.”

Not for British eyes only
The best British shows

DAVIS SARGEANT
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Get familiar with ‘Downton Abbey’ 
(spoiler alert)

The British drama “Downton 
Abbey” is charming TV critics 
and viewers alike. As proof  of  
this, the show won six Emmys 
at last year’s awards, including 
Outstanding Miniseries or Movie. 
It was also listed in the Guinness 
Book of  World Records as the 
most critically acclaimed show of  
2011. This was all without appear-
ing on a traditional network in the 
United States. Though broadcast 
on ITV in the U.K., the show is 
broadcast in the United States 
on PBS as part of  the network’s 
“Masterpiece classic” series.

“Downton Abbey” follows the 
lives of  the Granthams, part of  
the aristocratic Crawley family, 
and their servants in the early 
twentieth century. The first season 
showed the family between 1912 
and 1914. The show starts with 
the death of  the heir to Lord 
Robert Grantham’s earldom. This 
would leave the Abbey and the 
inheritance to the Lord’s distant 
cousin Matthew Crawley, which 

leaves the futures of  Grantham’s 
daughters Mary, Sybil and Edith 
up in the air. Much of  season one 
is devoted to finding a way to 
either give eldest daughter Mary 
the heirdom or find a suitable 
husband for her to marry. By the 
end, Matthew seems like the only 
option, though their courtship 
comes to an abrupt end when 
Mary doesn’t immediately accept 
his proposal.

The second season then begins 
two years later, in the thick of  the 
First World War. Matthew and 
some of  the servants have enlisted, 
leaving Downton in a state of  
disarray. Much drama arises. 
Matthew is engaged to another 
woman. Downton becomes a 
convalescence home for recover-
ing soldiers. The war changes the 
way everyone thinks about his 
or her life. The American season 
finale—which aired last night on 
PBS—ends with Matthew propos-
ing to Mary, and she accepts this 
time.

Many people have asked 
me what is so good about this 
show. There are too many good 

attributes to describe and not 
enough space here. The plot is 
beyond intriguing. Following the 
lives of  these aristocrats and their 
servants brings you into a different 
world—one that you never want 
to leave. A large part of  this world 
is the script, which is impeccably 
written and earned the show one 
of  its six Emmys. The acting 
is also superb, with particular 
recognition going to Maggie 
Smith, whose performance as the 
Dowager Countess of  Grantham 
is funny and flawless.

Obviously, if  you are not a fan 
of  period dramas, “Downton 
Abbey” is not the show for you. 
If  have any inclination towards 
them, however, then the show 
is really a must-see. As one of  
the most critically lauded shows 
on TV right now, it would be a 
mistake to ignore it. As this season 
is now over, you have plenty of  
time to catch up before the series 
returns next year. Currently, the 
first season is available on Netflix 
Instant Watch, with the second 
season partially online on PBS’s 
website as well.

ALEX TERRONO
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“Dear Esther” is an art game. It’s 
lavish, polished and beautiful, but 
for all of its prettiness, there is no 
traditional gameplay to speak of: 
The sole purpose of the game is to 
wander around on a desolate island 
and listen to the occasional bits of  
narration that flesh out the story. It 
seems destined to join the crowd of  
art games that are inevitably labeled 
as either pretentious or experimental, 
depending on who you ask. If you 
ask me, I’ll pause, stroke my chin, 
and then tell you that I think it’s 
worth experiencing.

The game opens with the player 
waking up on an empty island with 
no context or explanation besides a 
short voice-over from the narrator. It 
begins, as expected, with the words 
“Dear Esther.” As you wander 
around, you’ll be treated to some of  
the most beautiful environments in 
any game. The levels were crafted 
by Robert Briscoe, who worked on 
the stunning cityscapes in “Mirror’s 
Edge.” Much like his previous 
work, “Dear Esther” is pure visual 
splendor. 

When you reach the right points, 
you’ll trigger more cryptic narra-
tion, which becomes increasingly 
deranged as you head deeper into 
the island. Oftentimes the narration 
will tie into whatever landmark you 
might be looking at, giving you the 
unique sense of retracing the narra-
tor’s descent into madness.

The story, or at least the fragments 
of it that are presented, is constantly 
engaging, if not always easy to fol-
low. Between the narrator jumping 
around in perspective and the odd 
biblical references, the plot of “Dear 
Esther” might almost be too enig-
matic for its own good. Part of that is 
a result of the rather flowery writing, 
but, given how artsy the rest of the 
game is, it seems like a natural fit.

It’s clear that story, sights and 

sound are the focus of “Dear 
Esther,” and you’ll be able to figure 
that out just by playing the game for 
one minute. There are no controls 
besides “move” and “look.” No 
jumping, no sprinting, no interacting. 
And did I mention that movement 
is locked at the speed of molasses in 
January?

I suppose it all sounds rather mis-
erable. When I first began playing, it 
kind of was. I chafed at the painfully 
slow pace of the game, and I wished 
the narration would come together 
and finally start to make some sense. 
I thought “Dear Esther” was too 
artsy, even for me. But I kept on play-
ing. I plugged in my headphones, 
as it seemed like the isolated setting 
somehow called for me to be isolated 
from my surroundings. Somewhere 
along the line, it clicked.

I “got into” the game. With 
the melancholy violin soundtrack 
whispering in my ears, I eventually 
became unaware that I was mov-
ing at a snail’s pace. I took in the 
fragmented narration, but I didn’t 
try to comprehend it. I lost myself to 
the breathtaking environments, and 
I didn’t look back. The underground 
cave is one of the most visually 
arresting scenes I’ve seen in a game. 
It’s full of hundreds of stalagmites 
and stalactites lit with a soft tur-
quoise glow. The next area, another 
underground cavern with its own 
waterfall and fluorescent fungus, is 
possibly even more gorgeous.

Then it was over. I finished “Dear 
Esther” in a little over an hour. At its 
price of ten dollars, it’s certainly on 
the lower side of the content-to-price 
ratio. The developers say that the 
narration bits are random, making 
every playthrough different, but I 
don’t see that convincing potential 
buyers. I believe “Dear Esther” is 
worth experiencing at least once, but 
not necessarily for its current price. If  
and when it goes on sale, though, it’ll 
be well worth it to lose yourself in its 
bleak atmosphere.

Getting lost in  
‘Dear Esther’

MICHAEL YANG
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The stars of ITV’s new costume drama Downtown Abbey.
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Robichaux praised his involvement in 
ThurtenE as a member of  Theta Xi as 
preparation for the film industry, because it 
required a lot of  work and the environment 
was competitive. Robichaux graduated in 
2006 with a degree in film and economics 
and Susser graduated in 2007 with a degree 
in film and English.

Susser and Robichaux wrote a show at 
UCB called “What’s Going On? with Mike 
Mitchell,” but their biggest break came 
when one of  their scripts was featured 
on the 2011 Black List, a list of  the most-
liked unproduced scripts in Hollywood. 
“Chewie”—their film about the creation 
of  “Star Wars” from the perspective 
of  Peter Mayhew, the man who played 
Chewbacca—ranked third on the list.

After “Chewie,” the boys generated great 
buzz around the film industry, which led to 
a meeting with Warner Brothers.

“We met with a Warner Brothers execu-
tive who asked if  we were interested in ‘The 
Jetsons,’” Robichaux said. “It was funny 
because Evan and I, without looking at 
each other, both immediately said yes.”

“We were both huge fans of  ‘The 
Jetsons,’” Susser said. “I remember the 
first time I saw moving walkways at the 
airport, I screamed, ‘It’s just like in “The 
Jetsons!”’”

Now, the lifelong fans will get to put 
their own spin on the beloved characters of  
William Hanna and Joseph Barbera.

When asked about the pressure of  adapt-
ing the famous characters, Susser said, 
“You don’t want to disappoint any fans, 
but you also want to explore them more.”

As for their original script, “Chewie,” 
they are working to get it made as well. The 
film will be much more difficult to make 
because George Lucas has all of  the rights 
and is very protective of  his characters, but 
Robichaux is hopeful something will hap-
pen with it.

“[George Lucas] hasn’t read it yet, but we 
think he might get to reading it soon and 
we’ll go from there,” Robichaux said.

Cartoons turned into live-action movies 
have had a poor track record so far. Flops 
include “Inspector Gadget” and “The 
Adventures of  Rocky and Bullwinkle,” 
but “The Jetsons” has the potential to be a 
success. With an education from Wash. U., 
Susser and Robichaux seem like the perfect 
duo to make it work.
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