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STAFF EDITORIAL

T
he Delmar Loop, rated 
as one of  the “Ten Great 
Streets in America”, is 
widely recognized as one 

of  St. Louis’ cultural gems. Given 
its close proximity to Wash. U., 
it’s a go-to destination for hungry 
students, concert enthusiasts and 
shoppers. In an effort to make the 
experience even better, the Loop 
will soon have 24-hour video sur-
veillance. The plans have been in 
the works since last year, with mas-
sive support from local business 
owners. While the deadline for the 
project is currently June, according 
to KTRS, the cameras could appear 
sooner. There will be approxi-
mately twelve cameras total, 

installed on both private and public 
structures. This proactive measure 
will not only aid in solving crimes, 
but, if  properly publicized, will also 
deter these crimes. Given safety 
concerns and the Loop’s popularity 
among Wash. U. students, Student 
Life applauds this decision.

Though the Loop is frequented 
by Wash. U. students, tourists, 
and St. Louis natives alike, the 
high profile disturbances that have 
occurred there demonstrate the 
need for increased surveillance.  
Last April, a particularly disruptive 
weekend involving large groups of  
teenagers alarmed business owners 
and patrons alike. During one high-
profile occurrence, on Halloween 

in 2008, a police officer and Wash. 
U. alumnus was shot and killed 
outside the Starbucks. As reported 
by Student Life, last February 
several students were mugged on 
their way to the Loop. The list of  
incidences goes on, threatening to 
drive patrons away from the Loop.

The cameras will be especially 
helpful in solving crimes after the 
fact. In the past, for example, it 
has been difficult to match car 
descriptions with actual vehicles. 
With video surveillance, police 
will be able to get not only vehicle 
descriptions but also license plate 
numbers. Furthermore, such 
surveillance will also serve as a 
deterrent. Video surveillance will 

not replace police patrols, but 
rather will supplement them.

In attempt to curb crime, 
University City has considered 
other deterrent tactics. For 
example, last year some proposed 
enforcing stricter curfew and loiter-
ing laws for the Loop. Such laws 
are possibly open to misapplica-
tion—specifically targeting young 
people for detention, for example. 
Video surveillance, by contrast, is 
both color- and age- blind. This sys-
tem will ensure that everyone who 
comes to the Loop has a positive 
experience, not just local business 
owners’ “ideal” customers. As an 
alternative to previously suggested 
methods, video surveillance is both 

more desirable and more objective.
Safety, particularly that of  

students off  campus, has been a 
growing concern as of  late. With 
the recent spate of  student robber-
ies, increased surveillance comes 
as a relief. Many of the incidents 
involving Wash. U. students, 
however, have occurred not on 
the Loop itself  but on Pershing 
Avenue and other areas that have a 
high concentration of off-campus 
student residents. In the future, 
we would like to see coverage 
expanded beyond the more com-
mercial area of  the Loop. For 
now, we can be assured that our 
off-campus experiences will be all 
the safer.

R
ecently, the notori-
ous Westboro 
Baptist Church 
(WBC) came to 

Clayton to protest a local high 
school’s Gay-Straight Alliance. 
However, the response from 
our local community was 
enormous. The number of  
people participating in the 
counter-protest dwarfed the 
actual five-person contingent 
of  WBC members who came 
to Clayton. While we can all 
agree that the things the WBC 
says are hurtful and hate-
ful, the amount of  time and 
attention given to them, even 
by those who oppose them, 
is absolutely ridiculous. We 
shouldn’t be counter-protesting 
these people; we should just be 
letting their comments go.

Let’s establish one thing 
from the start; I do not 
condone any of  the words 
or actions of  the Westboro 
Baptist Church. With that said, 
as an American who supports 
our rights to freedom of  speech 
and expression, I feel com-
pelled to let the WBC protest 
as much as they like. Voltaire 
put it best when he said, “I do 
not agree with what you have 
to say, but I’ll defend to the 
death your right to say it”. 

 What we need to under-
stand is that as crazy as the 
Westboro Baptist Church and 
its members are, they are still 
American citizens and are 
guaranteed the right to protest 
and condemn to hell who-
ever they so choose. To claim 
that they don’t have a right 
to say what they want to say 
goes against the very values 
that this country stands for. 
The real test of  free speech is 
not defending the words and 
actions of  those you agree with 
from censorship, but rather 
defending those of  the people 
you disagree with. 

Another thing to consider: 
The members of  the Westboro 
Baptist Church, with their 

ridiculous tactics, might just 
be trying to get a rise out of  
you. A recent viral video fea-
tured on reddit.com revealed 
an entirely different side of  
Margie Phelps, one of  the 
better known members of  the 
WBC and one of  its founder’s 
children. In the video, Margie 
Phelps, wearing her trademark 
“God Hates Fags” t-shirt, has 
a civil, I daresay even friendly, 
conversation with an openly 
gay DJ during a protest in New 
York City, and it is revealed 
that this DJ was even invited to 
the Phelps’ for Easter dinner. 

While this is certainly only 
one specific instance, the very 
notion that a WBC member 
would invite an openly gay, 
supposedly damned-to-hell, 
ruining-America homosexual 
into her home should change 
your perception of  the church. 
The WBC members say sen-
sational and spiteful things to 
upset you. They know that the 
more outrageous they are, the 
more people that they offend, 
the louder and more widely 
their message will be heard. 
Even better, they could upset 
people so much their oppo-
nents end up suing the church, 
bringing the church more pub-
licity and possibly even money. 

The best way to make the 
WBC go away and stop saying 
hurtful things might not be 
a big, grand protest. It might 
be to let them use their First 
Amendment rights to freedom 
of  speech of  assembly in peace 
and ignore them. If  they have 
no audience, then their hate 
cannot be heard.

No, you don’t have to like 
these people, but, instead of  
counter-protesting everything 
they do, just ignore them. It 
might be harder, and it might 
insult our sensibilities a little, 
but we live in a society in 
which the freedom of  speech 
is supposed to be protected, no 
matter what someone says.
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I
n response to J. C. Penney’s 
appointment of Ellen 
DeGeneres as its new spokes-
person, the conservative group 

OneMillionMoms.com (OMM), a 
sub-group of the American Family 
Association, campaigned to get 
the department store to revoke its 
decision. Apparently employing 
an empowered, hilarious, openly 
gay woman offended these tradi-
tional mothers who are worked up 
that J. C. Penney decided to “jump 
on the pro-gay bandwagon,” as 
OneMillionMoms.com posted on its 
Facebook page. Fortunately, the com-
pany decided to support DeGeneres 
despite OMM’s campaign that 
implores members to contact their 
local J. C. Penney store in protest.  

Even though Ellen is publically 
known for being a—yes, openly 
lesbian—comedian, it’s a shame that 
OneMillionMoms.com feels the need 
to fixate on her sexual orientation. 
Ellen clearly didn’t become famous 
solely for being a lesbian, yet it is this 
one aspect of her identity that is caus-
ing OMM to reject her. OMM claims 
on its website that Ellen “is not a true 
representation of the type of families 

that shop at the retailer,” and that J. 
C. Penney will alienate conservative 
shoppers with its new choice. While 
it may be true that the majority of  
people who frequent J. C. Penney are 
not gay, that does not mean that shop-
pers cannot support DeGeneres and 
her self-described values of “honesty, 
equality, kindness, compassion, treat-
ing people the way you want to be 
treated, and helping those in need.” 

Challenging J. C. Penney is just one 
cause OMM has tackled. One past 
campaign included opposing Target 
for advertising during TeenNick’s 
“Degrassi” on the grounds that the 
show promotes alternative lifestyles. 
Evidently, having a gay character on 
“Degrassi” means that TeenNick 
is actively recruiting youth for the 
feared “gay agenda.” OMM has also 
attacked the Macy’s wedding registry 
service advertising campaign that 
includes two men as the cake toppers 
rather than the traditional man and 
woman. I’ve seen the ad. The cake is 
a small part of the photograph, and 
the wedding toppers are miniscule. 
If these are the kinds of issues that 
OMM focuses on, then there is even 
more reason to ignore the group’s 
attack on J. C. Penney and Ellen 
DeGeneres.

Ellen, being the comedic talk show 

host that she is, decided to address 
the OneMillionMoms.com contro-
versy on her show last week. She 
noted that despite the group’s name, 
it’s Facebook page only had around 
40,000 members. She then went on 
to show comments on OMM’s own 
Facebook page that supported Ellen 
and J. C. Penney. One of the most tell-
ing comments read, “I am a Christian 
and part of a traditional family, and I 
support Ellen and now J. C. Penney!” 
Clearly, not all traditional families 
feel alienated or upset by the new 
advertisements. 

Of all the people to attack, OMM 
has chosen quite the opponent in 
Ellen. By responding to OMM with 
humor, wit, facts and a firm stance for 
equality, Ellen could not have handled 
the situation better. If anything, 
OneMillionMoms.com’s staunch 
opposition to the pairing of J. C. 
Penney and Ellen will probably garner 
positive attention for the company 
and comedian. I would love to see 
how, and if, J. C. Penney’s sales are 
actually affected by the media atten-
tion. And if their sales see a spike, 
OneMillionMoms.com should take 
the hint.

One Million Moms and the 
‘pro-gay bandwagon’
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Cameras a good call on crime prevention 







“We’ve lost to them I don’t even know 
how many times in a row, so we’ll defi-
nitely be looking forward to that match,” 
said sophomore Tim Noack of  the No. 3 
Washington University men’s tennis team 
before last Sunday’s matchup against 
Division II Drury University. After three 
losses to the Panthers in the past three 
seasons, Noack and the Bears finally 
found the result they were looking for.

By getting off  to a good start in dou-
bles and taking three of  the four final 
singles flights, the team knocked off  No. 
19 Drury to win its second match of  the 
spring season.

“In the past, it’s been the first match 
of  the season, and maybe we haven’t 
been mentally ready. This year we had 
[Division II] McKendree [University] to 
open the season, which was a good con-
fidence booster for us,” sophomore Max 
Franklin, one half  of  the winning No. 3 
doubles pair, said. “I feel like that pro-
vided us with a chance to get settled in, 
get the season started, get kind of  men-
tally focused.”

The team got the start it needed as 
Franklin and senior Cameron Chiang 
took No. 3 doubles 8-3, and the top 
pairing of  junior Adam Putterman and 
freshman Ross Putterman emerged with 
an 8-5 victory. Despite junior Kareem 
Farah and freshman Kevin Chu dropping 
a close 8-6 match at No. 2, head coach 
Roger Follmer had a good feeling heading 
into singles.

“We had to be up 2-1 or 3-0 to make 
it happen this time around, and we had 
pretty competitive doubles across the 
board,” Follmer said. “We got the start 
we wanted by going up 2-1.”

After Adam Putterman and Ross 
Putterman dropped No. 1 and 2 singles, 
respectively, the remainder of  the Bears’ 
singles lineup came up huge. Noack won 
easily at 6-1, 6-2 in sixth singles, junior 
Bryan Haywood took fifth singles 6-1, 
6-4, and in the final match of  the contest, 
junior Gary Parizher came from behind 
for a 4-6, 6-1, 6-3 win that gave the Bears 
a 5-4 victory on the day.

“We were obviously really excited. 
We’d never beaten Drury. Gary, No. 3 this 
year, won it for us, like he did a couple of  
times last year,” Franklin said.

Despite the close match and facing a 
school that they’d struggled with in the 
past, Follmer insisted that the Bears didn’t 
feel under too much pressure against a 
strong Division II school.

“It’s kind of  more pressure on [Drury]. 
They’re the scholarship institution,” 
Follmer said. “There’s always going to 
be some kind of  pressure, pride, whoever 
you’re playing. But in particular I think 
it’s a little easier for us to swing away 
knowing a school like them or a school 
like [Division I Saint Louis University] 
has scholarship athletes.”

While the players were excited, 
they managed to keep the victory in 
perspective.

“Once we got over the initial thrill of  
winning...the biggest goal of  the sea-
son isn’t to beat Drury,” Franklin said. 
“That’s one aspect of  our goals. Look 
ahead, and we’ve got nationals in two 
weeks.”

Still, the progress that the team has 
made early on in the spring season is 
impressive. Replacing graduated seniors 
and team captains such as Isaac Stein 
and Max Woods is no small task, but the 
Bears have managed to do so and to win 
over a team they had never beaten before. 
Follmer says that the win reflects the 
progress the program has made.

“I think you’re seeing a pretty good 
foundation. Something’s taking place; 
people are stepping up,” Follmer said in 
reference to how the team replaced Stein 
and Woods as well as individual national 
champion John Watts the year prior. 
“There’s an expectation that the program 
will continue getting better, no matter 
who graduates; [that] is where I think 
we’re at right now.”

And with the importance that Follmer 
places on doubles, Franklin said that the 
pairings on the court are working very 
well together.

“I feel like our doubles are a lot stron-
ger and our teams are more cohesive than 
they might have been last year or are 
closer to what they were when we won 
the national championship three years 
ago,” he said.

While the team has started off  on the 
right foot against a pair of  tough teams, 
another key measuring stick will be pre-
sented next weekend as the team heads 
to Gustavus Adolphus College in St. 
Peter, Minn., to take on several Division 
III powers at the ITA National Indoor 
Championships.

Follmer hopes to have a better idea of  
how good his team can be after playing in 
a different setting and facing off  against 
high-quality Division III teams.

“It was a nice win over the weekend, 
[but it’s] still a little too early to say,” 
Follmer said. “We played two schools 
where we really had nothing to lose, and 
now we’ll have to stack up against some 
of  the best teams in DIII next weekend.”

Until then, the Bears will continue to 
work out the little parts of  their game 
and not worry about the competition that 
looms ahead.

“We played [them all] twice last year. 
We know kind of  what to expect,” 
Franklin said about the opposition, spe-
cifically mentioning potential opponents 
in the University of  Chicago, University 
of  California-Santa Cruz and Emory 
University. “Our focus is more internal, 
and we have to take care of  what we 
can control and let everything else play 
out. If  we prepare well and stay focused 
and do what we know what we can do, 
everything will work itself  out, and hope-
fully the wins will pile up and the losses 
won’t.”

The Bears have never won an indoor 
national championship, but precedent 
hasn’t stopped them yet this year. The 
team hopes it will continue to do things it 
hasn’t in the past.

“I’m really curious to see how they han-
dle the moment,” Follmer said.
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Men’s tennis on the right track early with DII upset

Freshman Ross Putterman returns a backhanded shot against Division II Drury University on Sun-
day. The Bears upset the No. 19 Panthers 5-4 in their second match of the season.
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Gary Parizher is congratulated by teammates Bryan Haywood (right) and Ross Putterman (left) after clinching the deciding match for Wash. U. The Bears upset No. 19 ranked Division II Drury University 
on Sunday 5-4.  
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