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S
tudent Life reported 
today that Student Health 
Services is now offer-
ing Plan B emergency 

contraception to both sexes. This 
is a great step that helps show the 
mutual decision-making that must 
go into any pregnancy emergency.

The new rule isn’t going to 
change much about access to 
Plan B for men. Walgreens offers 
the drug to any customer of  age, 
of  both sexes, and distance from 
the drug store is not likely to be 
an issue when a pregnancy scare 
happens. 

We also understand the reasons 

behind the previous policy, in 
which only female students could 
buy Plan B. The reasoning was 
that men would pressure their 
significant others into taking drugs 
with potentially harmful side 
effects in order to avert a preg-
nancy, or that, like a prescription 
drug, SHS only wanted the people 
who would be taking the drug to 
pick it up.

The rule change ultimately 
shows a much larger belief  and 
faith that the male half  of  the 
student body will not pressure 
women into making decisions 
about their bodies, but rather will 

operate as a support structure for 
friends and significant others who 
are going through difficult times.

Accidents happen, and men are 
rarely villains in these circum-
stances. It is possible for the other 
person involved, or friends, to help 
someone who is embarrassed or 
counsel someone who is unsure. 
Men have these capabilities and 
can be part of  the supportive net-
work a woman relies on.

By changing this policy, 
Washington University has 
acknowledged that mutual deliber-
ation should go into any decision 
like this. While we believe that 

it is ultimately up to the woman 
to make any choice about a 
potential pregnancy, it does not 
mean that discussions about the 
proper course of  action shouldn’t 
include the other person who was 
involved. 

The University demonstrated its 
belief  that its students are adults 
who can actively take care of  each 
other and make mature decisions. 
The policy shows a push for a 
more progressive acceptance of  
birth control. It is important that 
young, sexually active individuals 
have access to methods of  ensur-
ing their own safety and making 

sure that no undue accidents 
happen.

We appreciate that the 
University does what it can to give 
us access to drugs that promote 
sexual health and good, informed 
decisions. Even if  allowing men to 
get Plan B at SHS doesn’t change 
much in terms of  where students 
get the drugs, it is a symbolic 
gesture from the University that 
implies trust in the male student 
body.

We will make sure that we live 
up to this faith, and that we con-
tinue to act in a mature manner.

Plan B rule changes show  faith in male students

STAFF EDITORIAL
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AUDREY WESTCOTT | STUDENT LIFE

F
or many college 
students, a signifi-
cant international 
population is taken for 

granted to be part of  a school’s 
demographic makeup. Just a 
few years ago, however, this 
would not have been the case; in 
the past five years, the num-
ber of  Chinese undergraduate 
students alone has risen from 
10,000 to 57,000. Enrollment 
as a percentage has similarly 
skyrocketed. 

The main cause of  this, 
certainly in the case of  public 
schools, is monetary; that is, 
schools are favoring students 
on yet another basis other than 
personal achievement. This is 
an unfair practice that should be 
nipped in the bud.

The idea is that freshmen 
from abroad pay full tuition, 
whereas many other students 
pay nothing at all. At the 
University of  Washington—not 
to be confused with Washington 
University—more than a quarter 
of  the class has a free ride. 

Accepting more foreigners, 
then, brings in a full-paying stu-
dent at the expense of  one who 
drains the schools’ coffers.

At public schools, this is espe-
cially outrageous. State schools 
were established for the purpose 
of  educating the state’s youth, 
and they are first and foremost 
institutions to benefit the native 
inhabitants. If  irksome to some, 
it is at least acceptable that a 
wealthy applicant is more likely 
to get in than a poor one.  Here, 
a state resident is benefited. 
But when foreign students are 
favored, the state loses out. It 
has admittedly become harder 
for states to foot bills; state aid 
is falling as governments fight to 
cut their debt. Still, one should 
not blow the decline out of  pro-
portion, as the average resident 
tuition is still below average 
state aid, and average out of  
state tuition is only $17,500.

Wash. U. is not a state school. 
It is not publically funded, and 
it is not beholden to anyone 
but itself. Still, the practice of  
admitting foreign students who 
pay full tuition, even at private 
universities, over those who 

cannot is morally gray. The 
most egregious practice that is 
being adopted is to send recruit-
ing agents abroad to publicize 
the university. This in itself  is 
not particularly nefarious, but 
some agents give applicants for 
whom English is not a first lan-
guage a helping hand with their 
essays. There is an argument 
to be made that grammatical 
standards ought to be lowered in 
the case of  students who speak 
English as a second language, 
but for the university to help 
them write is wrong and is akin 
to offering students SAT help on 
an individual basis.  

Further, in some interna-
tional communities, cheating 
and lying are well-documented. 
For schools to give preference 
to students with academic 
backgrounds that are ethically 
below acceptable here is unjust. 
Universities such as Wash. U. 
should take this into account, 
but if  the meteoric rise of  inter-
national students relative to U.S. 
citizens is any indicator, they 
do not.

Wash. U., regardless of  its 
recruiting techniques, has by 

no means bucked the trend. 
The presence of  international 
students can be felt in the 
pre-orientation programs, in 
which all of  them are required 
to participate. That Wash. U. is 
admitting international students 

at increased rates is unsurpris-
ing. The school is known for 
its attempt to squeeze every 
cent out of  its students, from 
exorbitant food prices, to ever-
rising, already-astronomical 
bills. Students who study abroad 
still pay Washington University 

tuition, regardless of  the cost 
of  tuition at the abroad uni-
versity. Usually it is lower, and 
Wash. U. pockets the difference. 
Even the smoking ban, much 
promoted as improving health 
and contributing to a cleaner 
environment, had a financial 
component; the cost of  health 
care provided by the university 
dropped.

There is nothing wrong with 
international students attending 
Wash. U. Favoring them could 
even be a philanthropic action if  
it gave them an opportunity they 
would otherwise not have had 
access to; Oberlin University, 
for example, recently admit-
ted a former child soldier to 
its ranks. This is not often the 
case, however, and, particularly 
at state schools, the shift to 
higher numbers of  international 
students is unfair to the state’s 
residents. Schools like Wash. 
U. are, of  course, free to do as 
they please, but if  nothing else, 
offering special aid to foreign 
students can be reprehensible.

MATTHEW CURTIS
STAFF COLUMNIST

Unfair advantages

At the University of 
Washington—not 

to be confused with 
Washington Universi-

ty—more than a quar-
ter of the class has a 
free ride. Accepting 

more foreigners, then, 
brings in a full-paying 
student at the expense 
of one who drains the 

schools’ coffers.

Matthew Curtis is a junior in Arts & 
Sciences. Write to Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.COM
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RE: Killing Americans
“You’re completely right. If 
the government suspends 
“constitutional protections af-
forded to Americans” in specific 
cases, then we have more than 
enough reason to fear that soon 
that protection will be restricted 
to all Americans.
Just like how Schenck vs. US 

restricted free speech in specific 
cases, and now the First Amend-
ment effectively doesn’t exist.”
 - Disgruntled Hardworker

“Your example actually high-
lights the point this article is 
making. The Supreme Court, 
the highest court in this coun-

try, publicly and officially 
determined that someone’s 
First Amendment rights to free 
speech may be violated in spe-
cific cases where it may endan-
ger others.
In the case of the CIA assassinat-
ing these two terrorists, there 
has been no such decision from 

the supreme court. The CIA 
and the Obama administration 
operated entirely outside of the 
law, going so far as denying the 
official existence of the incident. 
They have also refused to even 
offer a legal justification for the 
killings.”
 - You’re wrongstudlife.com

G
etting any sexually 
transmitted disease is 
a terrifying thought 
for most. The fact 

that some strains may go on to 
cause even more life threatening 
illnesses, such as cancer, only adds 
to the fear. However, since 2006, 
when the FDA first approved 
the GARDASIL vaccination for 
females aged 9 to 26, and 2009 
when it was approved for males 
aged 9 to 26, there has been a 
chance to prevent human papil-
lomavirus (HPV) that may cause 
genital warts or lead to cancer. 
And while GARDASIL’s adver-
tising strategy has been targeted 
mostly toward women, in reality it 
is a vaccination that many males 
should seriously look into as well. 

Specifically, GARDASIL helps 
prevent types 6, 11, 16 and 18 
of  HPV. These strains have been 
identified as strains that cause 75 
percent of  cervical cancer cases 
and 90 percent of  cases of  genital 
warts. While some may argue 
that it is mainly the women who 
choose to get inoculated who will 
reap the benefits of  this preven-
tion, that is not the case. It is true 
that women more commonly get 
the genital warts and cervical 
cancer that the vaccine is adver-
tised as preventing, but HPV also 
has a potentially harmful effect on 
males.

In males, HPV can cause genital 

warts as well, but rather than 
cervical cancer, developing anal 
cancer is a possibility. Also, HPV 
can go undetected for extended 
periods of  time in both genders. 
Therefore, a man can give his 
partner HPV even if  he is showing 
no signs or symptoms. By receiv-
ing the GARDASIL vaccination, 
he can prevent himself  and his 
partners from getting HPV.

While many may not agree 
with Rick Perry’s politics, when 
he passed an order in Texas in 
2007 requiring all schoolgirls to 
get vaccinated against HPV, it was 
a huge step in proclaiming the 
importance of  the GARDASIL 
vaccine and the potential it has to 
enormously help in the preven-
tion of  the virus. Americans are 
becoming sexually active at earlier 
ages, sometimes when the idea 
of  sexually transmitted diseases 
is not fully understood—when 
parents can still make the decision 
to vaccinate their child.

At this point, most of  
us on campus are young 
adults between the ages 
of  17 to 23. While (most 
of) our parents no longer 
control all of  the decisions 
we make, it’s not too late. 
While expensive, getting 
the GARDASIL vac-
cine prevents even higher 
expenses later should you 
actually contract genital warts 
(generally more than $100 for 
a single bottle of  medicine), 
or worse, cancer. We are still 

within the age range at which the 
vaccine is considered effective.

With approximately 20 million 
Americans currently infected with 
HPV, and the additional 6 million 
becoming infected each year, HPV 
is so common that about 50 
percent of  sexually 
active men and 
women get it 
at some 
point 
in 

their lives. That’s a scary statistic, 
and it is one that should be taken 
seriously.

At Student Health Services, 
which offers the vaccina-
tion, the series of  three 

shots costs 
$132 

per injection. However, the manu-
facturer of  the vaccine offers a 
rebate program that will reimburse 
you for all but $30 of  the cost of  
each shot. Even as poor college 
students, this is an extremely good 
deal, and you are unlikely to find a 
better one anywhere.

The college years are an 
environment in which sexual 
experimentation is such a com-

mon occurrence that it would 
be a disservice to both 

yourself  and your potential 
future partners to not seri-

ously consider getting 
vaccinated.

CASEY FEDERBUSCH
STAFF COLUMNIST

Get GARDASIL

J
ournalism is a dying 
industry; the evi-
dence is all around 
us. StudLife is used 

as last minute wrapping 
paper for Secret Santa pres-
ents, and our own school 
doesn’t offer a journal-
ism major. The world is 
acknowledging and acting 
upon the field’s protracted 
decline. 

When I was first con-
fronted with this topic, I 
refused to accept it as truth, 
as I was not ready to go 
searching for a new career 
goal. How could society 
not need news? How does 
news being available online 
render journalists unneces-
sary? Thankfully, though, 
journalism is being replaced 
by something that may 
prove to be even better than 
its predecessor. The famous 
web log, better known as 
the “blog,” is increasing in 
popularity and has much to 
offer for writers and readers 
alike.

At first glance, it may 
seem that blogging and 
journalism cannot be 
considered as belonging to 
the same category. After all, 
anyone can blog about any-
thing. There are no editors 
involved, no guarantee of  
the content’s validity, and 
no shiny well-constructed 
prose to make readers feel 
that their new news source 
is worthwhile. This lack 
of  regulation, however, is 
exactly what makes blog-
ging so special for everyone 
involved.

The blogger can start his 
or her own blog without 

any economic restraints or 
worry of  having to actu-
ally get hired by someone. 
If  the blogger is talented 
enough, his work will grow 
in popularity, making self-
promotion attainable, given 
that enough commitment 
and hard work is put into 
the endeavor. The blogger 
can then get out his or her 
opinions without worry 
of  the confines of  employ-
ers or reputations of  the 
companies that he or she 
works for. Bloggers are also 
encouraged to write in a 
free-form, casual and per-
sonal writing style, which 
is what makes blogs so 
entertaining for those who 
read them. The bloggers are 
forced to keep up to date, as 
slacking makes their blogs 
lose popularity, and they 
offer personal accounts 
without the distractions 
of  a clearly structured and 
complete argument, allow-
ing readers to gain a more 
tangible grasp of  what is 
going in the world.

Readers gain from 
blogs, as well, as they 
have a constant awareness 
while browsing through 
the blogosphere that the 
author is just another 
human being. When read-
ing the newspaper, we 
are not as likely to read 
with the eyes of  a skeptic 
as the articles have gone 
through rounds of  edit-
ing to make them seem as 
believable and scholarly as 
possible, making us more 
likely to accept them as 
truth. Blogging, on the 
other hand, is raw human 
opinion. We know when 
we read it that it is some-
one’s unaltered viewpoint, 

and, by perusing through 
multiple blogs on the same 
subject, we can formulate 
opinions of  our own. Blogs 
can therefore stimulate and 
satisfy intellectual curiosity. 
Readers have to find their 
own answers by compil-
ing multiple and diverse 
opinions rather than having 
finished answers from the 
same journalists delivered 
to their front doors week 
after week.

Although professional 
bloggers can make money 
from advertisements and 
book deals, the great thing 
about blogs is that their cre-
ation stems primarily from 
the passion of  the bloggers 
rather than a monetary 
incentive. The bloggers gen-
uinely want their opinions 
to be heard, and the readers 
genuinely want to hear 
what the bloggers have to 
say. Bloggers also build off  
of  one another, and read-
ers’ comments influence the 
blogs themselves, making 
the whole dissemination 
process of  news more 
personal and trustworthy 
without the existence of  
official regulation.

So enjoy reading the 
newspaper while you still 
can, but be sure to start 
checking out what blogs 
have to offer and maybe 
even consider creating a 
blog yourself. The death of  
journalism may just mean 
that the process of  shar-
ing your opinion with the 
world has suddenly become 
much easier.

I
t is perhaps not 
surprising that as 
countries like China 
become more afflu-

ent, famous institutions 
such as Ivy League univer-
sities house an increasing 
number of  international 
students, for their populace 
can more afford to pay. 
However, even when it 
comes to small schools that 
Americans might not have 
even heard of, having an 
international student ratio 
of  3:2 can be common-
place. This can be hard to 
comprehend—until you fac-
tor in the work of  overseas 
agents.

Using agents is actually a 
common practice for small 
schools unable to adver-
tise themselves through 
international admissions 
campaigns and word of  
mouth. These institutions 
normally rely on interna-
tional education provider 
services such as Study 
Group, with at least one, 
if  not a few, agents in each 
city to promote admissions 
for the schools. Their spiel: 
It is easier to transfer into a 
“name-brand” school than 
to get in as a freshman. In 
certain cases, students can 
even skip a year in their 
local system. The provider 
and agent then split the 
commission that they col-
lect from the schools.

These agents help put 
some colleges on the map, 
such as community colleges 
that are affiliated with the 
University of  California 
network through Transfer 
Admissions Guarantee 

(TAG) (Foothill College 
in California, for example) 
and minor liberal art col-
leges with lesser rankings. 
Unlike famous universi-
ties, these schools actually 
charge international stu-
dents a “discounted” 
tuition for their freshman 
and sophomore years. It 
isn’t until the students have 
junior or senior standing 
and are less able to transfer 
that the schools increase 
tuition to cover the cost of  
those who left the school. 
With the enormous volume 
of  internationals transfer-
ring out, these colleges have 
a freshman retention rate of  
only around 75 percent.

Although it seems like 
these students have found 
their better, brighter futures, 
their lives are not easy from 
here on out. Unlike the 
public California system, 
most universities do not 
have a list of  required 
credits to which students 
can match their courses. 
They also discover that 
the SATs that they seem to 
have evaded will come back 
to haunt them as many of  
the top schools require test 
scores in addition to perfect 
GPAs.

I was part of  that system. 
Three semesters ago, I 
started my college life in a 
liberal arts school that was 
nothing like the universi-
ties I visited and at which 
I wanted to study. The 
classes were small, and 
the local students lived no 
further than four hours 
from campus. I soon found 
out that the courses did not 
match up with the require-
ments of  the list of  schools 
I was applying to, I still had 

to take the Test of  English 
as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL), even though the 
first writing class I took was 
an honors class, and I was a 
year younger than everyone 
else. During that time, I 
often wondered whether I 
was just another victim of  
an international corporate 
scam. I managed to get into 
Washington University, 
but not every international 
student is as lucky as I was. 
We aren’t warned about 
the extra difficulties we 
will face when we make 
it to schools in the United 
States. I was lucky; I man-
aged to find my way into 
a fantastic school and get 
through the whole process. 
A lot of  students don’t and 
get stuck or bogged down, 
forced to attend school for 
longer or never managing to 
transfer out.

This mutual reliance of  
small schools and inter-
national students may be 
news to many of  those 
who fought their way into 
college. But this is hap-
pening nationwide, and it 
doesn’t seem like it will lose 
momentum anytime soon. 
Just over the last few years, 
the number of  international 
students enrolling through 
an agent tripled in my old 
school. Institutional recruit-
ment through agents is a 
growing business world-
wide. All we can do right 
now is to wait and see what 
impact these recruited stu-
dents will have on the U.S. 
college system.

Diversity or financial 
opportunity? 

STEPHANIE CHENG
STAFF COLUMNIST

ALEXANDRA NEUMAN
STAFF COLUMNIST

The death of journalism, 
the birth of blogging

Alexandra Neuman is a freshman 
in the Sam Fox School of Design 
and Visual Arts. Write to Alexan-
dra Neuman at ALEXANDRA.
NEUMAN@STUDLIFE.COM

Casey Federbusch is a 
freshman in the Sam Fox 
School of Design and Vi-
sual Arts. Write to Casey 
Federbusch  at CASEY.
FEDERBUSCH@
STUDLIFE.COM

BECKY ZHAO | STUDENT LIFE

Stephanie Cheng is a sopho-
more in Arts & Sciences. Write 
to Stephanie Cheng at 
STEPHANIE.CHENG@
STUDLIFE.COM





Another weekend brought 
another strong set of performances 
from the Washington University 
track and field teams.

Facing off against athletes from 
eight different schools, the two 
teams combined to win five events 
in the Fighting Scot Invitational at 
Monmouth College on Saturday in 
the sixth meet of the indoor season.

With only two weeks left before 
the University Athletic Association 
Indoor Championships, the squads 
have focused on getting ready and 
reaching qualifying times.

“We’re having people trying to get 
some qualifying times, trying to put 
more of our best lineup out there, 
figuring out who will be in our con-
ference lineup,” senior Liz Phillips 
said. “We had a lot of really good 
performances—a lot of [personal 
records] and really good perfor-
mances all around. A really exciting 
meet for personal improvement.”

For the No. 7 women’s squad, the 
highlight of the day was the one-
mile run. Three Bears found their 
way into the top five in the rank-
ings, led by Phillips, whose mark of  
4 minutes, 57.90 seconds was the 
third-best time in NCAA Division 
III so far this season. 

“I hadn’t raced in three weeks, and 
honestly I was kind of nervous going 
into it, hoping I would put up a good 
time, and it ended up going pretty 
well,” Phillips said. “There wasn’t a 
lot of competition, but I think that 

we tried to pace it well and execute it 
pretty well. I felt pretty good.”

Sophomores Claire Tourjee and 
Katy Barron picked up third- and 
fifth-place finishes in the event with 
respective times of 5:19.45 and 
5:30.31.

Freshman Lucy Cheadle won 
her only event of the day. Her mark 
of 17:22.79 in the 5000-meter run 
was good for a first-place mark by 
nearly 18 seconds. Senior Molly 
Wawrzyniak’s time of 17:43.03 gave 
her a third-place finish as well.

Sophomore Jasmine Williams, 
who competed in four events on the 
day, picked up a first-place height of  
1.68 meters in the high jump, a best-
ever mark for her. Sophomore Anna 
Etherington won the pole vault at 
3.69 meters.

“We’ve improved a lot. I think 
we’re just kind of taking our young 
talents and developing them,” 
Phillips said. “I think there’s more 
improvement to be done, but our 
season is relatively short, and confer-
ence always seems to sneak up on 
you pretty quickly.”

The showcase event of the day for 
the men’s team was the 5,000-meter 
run, in which the Bears took the 
first through fourth spots in the final 
results. Sophomore Kevin Sparks 
won the race in 14:49.47 and was the 
only runner in the event to break the 
15-minute mark. Three more Bears 
just missed that point, however—
freshman Ryan Senci (15:02.54), 
junior David Hamm (15:03.86) 
and sophomore Elliott Petterson 
(15:04.26) took second through 

fourth in the event respectively.
Several other members of the 

team came close to victories in 
their events. Sophomore Arthur 
Townsend finished the 400-meter 
dash in 50.75, just 0.71 off of the 
winning time. Freshman Brendan 
Stone’s 1:58.23 put him in sec-
ond place in the 800-meter run. 
Freshman Andrew Padgett (4:20.31) 
and sophomore Caleb Ford (4:20.75) 
took third and fourth, respectively, in 
the one-mile run, and senior Tyler 
Jackson just missed out on first place 
in the 60-meter hurdles, with his 
time of 8.22 placing him 0.90 off of  
the win and giving him second place 
in the event.

 “We had a whole lot of people 
run personal bests, and it was really 
good to see a lot of people show 
improvement,” Jackson said. “It was 
really good on a whole. Personally, 
I didn’t run as well as I’d have liked, 
but I’m not really complaining.”

With only two weeks between 
this meet and the UAA Indoor 
Championships, the teams are fine-
tuning the lineups. The men’s team 
hopes to repeat as conference cham-
pions, while the women’s team will 
look to finish one spot ahead of its 
second-place finish last year.

 “We just need to keep doing 
what we have been doing, and we 
should be able to take UAAs again,” 
Jackson said.

The Bears will get their final 
tune-up before the conference  cham-
pionships when they travel to Illinois 
College on Friday, Feb. 17. The meet 
will begin at 5 p.m.

STUDENT LIFE 7MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2012 SPORTS EDITOR | SAHIL PATEL & KURT ROHRBECK | SPORTS@STUDLIFE.COM

sports

KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

A pair of  home wins gave the 
Washington University men’s bas-
ketball team a two-game lead in 
the University Athletic Association 
with three games left to play. 

The Bears (17-5, 9-2 UAA) 
defeated Case Western Reserve 
University on Friday, 78-60, and 
Carnegie Mellon University on 
Sunday, 88-79, while No. 16 New 
York University dropped two 
straight to fall out of  a tie for first 
place. The winner of  the confer-
ence receives an automatic bid to 
the NCAA Division III postseason 
tournament. 

The Bears came out a bit flat 
on Senior Day against Carnegie 
Mellon, which entered the contest 
with a 2-8 record in UAA play but 
recovered with a determined team 
effort and strong play around the 
basket. The Bears outscored the 
Tartans 56-30 in the paint and 
outrebounded them 24-11 in the 
second half. 

The Red and Green trailed 23-17 

with 9:35 left in the first half  before 
the Bears found some energy. 
Senior guard Dylan Richter com-
pleted a four-point play out of  a 
timeout. Then a hustle play by 
junior guard Ben Hoener forced a 
jump-ball that returned possession 
to the Bears, and sophomore guard 
Tim Cooney capitalized with a 
reverse layup to tie the game. 

A few possessions later junior 
center Robert Burnett preserved 
the tie with a big block, and Richter 
cashed in a three at the other end. 

The Bears had a nine-point lead 
with 2:19 remaining in the half, 
but Carnegie Mellon stormed back 
to narrow its deficit to 40-39 at 
halftime. 

“We weren’t too happy with 
ourselves at halftime—I’ll tell you 
that,” sophomore forward Chris 
Klimek said. “But [Richter and 
sophomore guard Alan Aboona] 
talked to us at halftime and said, 
‘Hey, guys, these are the adjust-
ments we have to make; this is what 
we have to do.’ And then we come 
out, and [Cooney] is diving all over 
the floor—jazzing us up—and we’re 

getting some and-ones.”
The Tartans knocked down sev-

eral open three-pointers, too, and 
the Bears looked to Klimek for 
some tough buckets inside. Back-to-
back layups by Klimek and Hoener 
and a jumper by senior center Alex 
Toth put the Bears ahead 60-52 with 
more than 12 minutes to play, but 
Carnegie Mellon answered with a 
three-pointer. The Tartans scored 
twice more to draw within one 
point. 

With less than five minutes 
remaining and with Wash. U. lead-
ing 73-70, Toth drove to the basket 
for a layup, giving him 13 second-
half  points. After an offensive foul 
by Carnegie Mellon, Aboona was 
fouled and hit one of  two free 
throws. 

Less than a minute later, it was 
Toth again doing the dirty work 
inside, this time on a three-point 
play. Carnegie Mellon missed 
two straight three-point attempts, 
including one that went in and out. 
Two free throws and a layup by 
Cooney gave the Bears an 83-72 
lead with less than two minutes to 

play.  
Toth fouled out with 1:22 to play 

after pouring in 16 of  his 18 total 
points in the second half, exiting the 
game to a warm ovation. 

“I don’t think people appreciate 
how tough the UAA is—Carnegie 
Mellon has taken three teams to 
overtime and lost to [three] teams 
by a basket or less,” Toth said.  

Edwards lauded the perfor-
mances of  his three seniors, Toth, 
Richter and guard Jake Seymour, 
who all started. Richter scored a 
team-high 21 points and played all 
40 minutes, and Seymour contrib-
uted a pair of  rebounds and assists 
in 13 minutes. 

Klimek and Cooney finished 
with 15 points apiece, and Hoener 
had nine points and eight assists. 

Against Case Western, the Bears 
received a balanced scoring effort 
from their starters, who all reached 
double figures. Klimek led the team 
with 17 points while pulling down 
six rebounds. 

Aboona grabbed seven first-half  
rebounds for the Bears en route to 
a career-high of  10. He also scored 

11 points and handed out six assists. 
Richter had 15 points, Toth had 

12 and Cooney scored 11. The 
Bears forced 18 Case Western 
turnovers. 

The Bears shot only 30 percent in 
the first half, but an 18-0 run started 
at the end of  the half  gave them a 
41-27 lead with 16:54 to play. 

The game became a bit testy in 
the second half, with Case Western 
picking up three technical fouls in 
a 13-minute span. The Spartans 
closed within seven with 6:08 to 
play, but they could not overcome 
the Bears’ 64 percent second-half  
shooting. 

The Bears will conclude the 
regular season with three road 
games—Friday, Feb. 17, at 
Brandeis; Sunday, Feb. 19, at 
NYU; and Saturday, Feb. 25, at the 
University of  Chicago. 

“Now we get to…finish with 
three games on the road,” Edwards 
said. “If  you’re good enough to win 
the conference, that’s what you’ve 
got to do. The team that wins the 
conference has to win the tough 
games.”
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Chris Klimek completes a layup over a Carnegie Mellon defender on Sunday. Klimek had 15 points to help the Bears to an 88-79 win. 
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invite Colonel Scott Scheppers, 
father of Washington University 
freshman Maddy Scheppers, to cen-
ter court.”

“All I was thinking was ‘Where is 
he? Where is he?’” Scheppers said. “I 
was looking around, and then I saw 
him.”

Col. Scheppers, only 36 hours 
removed from assignment in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, with the United States 
Air Force and having just returned 
home Friday morning, strode to 
center court, bouquet in hand, and 
enveloped his daughter in a big hug. 
“Love you,” he said as Scheppers 
held back tears.

“I just felt so shocked and so 
happy,” Scheppers said.

The entrance was part of an 
elaborate plan crafted by Scheppers’ 
mother, Heidi Scheppers, and assis-
tant coach Diana Hill.

“Maddy’s mom contacted me and 
asked me for help with coordinating 
a surprise for Maddy. We decided to 
do it on the basketball court, so she 
could share it with her friends and 
kind of her family on the court,” 
Hill said. “From there, she gave me 
the logistics on when he was com-
ing and just asked me to figure out 
on my end how we could keep this a 
secret from Maddy.

“I expected her to be shocked, and 
it seemed like she was as well as very 
happy to see her father. I expected 
the crowd to be excited as well, and 
everybody was. I don’t think there 
were very many dry eyes in the gym 
at that point.”

In an interview with Fox 2 KTVI, 

Heidi Scheppers said that she told 
her daughter to expect to see the pair 
of them on Sunday, even exchang-
ing text messages about their arrival 
while already in St. Louis.

“My mom told me a couple weeks 
ago that he would just surprise me 
and pop out of the crowd. I didn’t 
expect it to be at this big of a scale 
though,” Maddy Scheppers said. “I 
was convincing myself before the 
game that he was probably going to 
show up and surprise me, but I didn’t 
want to get my hopes up at all.”

After the get-together at half-court, 
Col. Scheppers of the United States 
Air Force sat back and, for the very 
first time, enjoyed watching his 
daughter play collegiate basketball. 
It had been nine months since they 
had seen each other.

“Play hard,” he said at half-court. 
“I’ve been waiting to see this game.”

Scheppers responded with a strong 
performance. In just her fifth start of  
the season, she scored 11 points and 
pulled down nine rebounds as the 
Bears defeated Case Western 59-50.

“It felt surreal and a little nerve-
wracking,” Scheppers said. “In high 
school, I could always hear him 
yelling, and I just didn’t want to do 
anything wrong.”

As an added bonus, Scheppers 
had the whole weekend to spend 
with her father.

“I’m just going to spend as much 
time [with him] as I possibly can,” 
Scheppers said. “Gonna eat at some 
favorite restaurants, watch some col-
lege basketball, relax … and enjoy 
our time together.”








