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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
26, 2005.
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from our readers. 
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studlife.com and 
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Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
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op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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L
ast Friday, the Obama 
administration 
announced that uni-
versities and hospitals, 

regardless of  religious affiliation, 
cannot deny full birth control 
coverage to their female employ-
ees. Most employers have until 
Aug. 1 to come under compliance; 
nonprofits with religious affili-
ations have an additional year. 
Under the Affordable Care Act, 
passed last year, health insurance 
plans will cover birth control 
without a co-pay. As current stu-
dents and future employees, we at 
Student Life commend the Obama 
administration for taking an 
important step in widening access 
to affordable birth control for all 

women, no matter where they are 
employed.  

Last year, USA Today reported 
on a Guttmacher Institute study 
that found “at least four in 
ten pregnancies in every state 
were unwanted or mistimed.” 
With unwanted or “mistimed” 
pregnancy come both personal 
difficulties and larger social 
problems. While abstinence may 
be 100 percent effective, it is 
unrealistic to assume that celibacy 
or childrearing are the only viable 
lifestyle options. Slowing the rate 
of  unwanted children would take 
pressure off  of  the state as well 
as individuals. The focus should 
be on non-judgmental, preventa-
tive measures. Moral conviction 

is admirable. However, women 
should not have to choose between 
safe sex and the possibility of  
unwanted pregnancy based on 
where they work. Providing an 
exception for religiously affiliated 
organizations would adversely 
affect millions of  women. 

The current plan follows recom-
mendations from the Institute 
of  Medicine, which advises the 
federal government. According to 
a 2010 Hart research poll, 71 per-
cent of  voting Americans support 
insurance plans covering no-cost 
birth control, hardly a minority. 
This statistic included 77 percent 
of  voting Catholic women, a 
demographic that would have 
been affected by an exception for 

religiously affiliated schools and 
hospitals. Individuals may choose 
to use birth control or not; it is a 
highly private decision and should 
remain as such. Though some 
politicians, such as presidential 
hopeful Newt Gingrich, argue 
the new rule is “an attack on 
Christianity,” it is in fact nothing 
of  the sort. The goal is to provide 
for millions of  women who would 
otherwise have to choose between 
access to birth control and other 
necessities. It’s a program to 
protect women’s health, pure and 
simple. Furthermore, the new rule 
provides that churches and other 
places of  worship still have the 
power to opt out based on moral 
objection. 

Personal responsibility, coupled 
with options, is a winning com-
bination. No-cost birth control, 
without exception, is one of  the 
most proactive possible ways to 
prevent unwanted or ill-timed 
pregnancy. Here at Wash. U., 
we are fortunate to have access 
to oral contraceptives, as well as 
emergency contraception in the 
form of  Plan B, through Student 
Health Services. No matter what 
your personal convictions, wide 
access to free birth control above 
all encourages health and personal 
wellness. We hope this commit-
ment to women’s health continues, 
for the benefit of  women and men 
alike.

STAFF EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL CARTOON

A
s the saying goes, 
sometimes truth is 
stranger than fiction.  
With the current 

field of  Republican candidates, 
a corollary certainly holds true: 
truth is funnier than fiction.  
Aside from the slow-moving train 
wreck involving affairs and open 
marriages, and the fact that Newt 
Gingrich has recently stolen my 
ridiculously liberal vote by promis-
ing me a moon base, the most 
comical of  Republican contend-
ers is none other than the former 
Pennsylvanian Senator Rick 
Santorum. His recent pronounce-
ments have included the fact 
that the more liberal elements of  

society, which he calls “the left,” 
use colleges as a form of  “indoc-
trination.” I find this comment not 
only hilarious, but also inaccurate.  

Santorum also accused 
President Obama of  “snob-
bery” when Obama suggested 
that college education should be 
universal, and believes that such 
institutions serve to brainwash 
students against his favored brand 
of  Christianity.

Aside from the fact that this is 
not an inherently Christian nation, 
and not affiliated with any religion 
in general, institutions of  higher 
education do not serve to instill 
certain beliefs in students, only to 
teach objectivity and facts about 
the current world. Furthermore, 
there is a direct correlation 
between success in a career and a 

college education.
Okay, let’s say Santorum gets 

his way and college education 
is restricted. The U.S. would 
therefore become far less com-
petitive economically. Is that what 
you want, Santorum? Sorry, we 
current and future college gradu-
ates are the reason the U.S. is still 
economically competitive.  

Unless you wish to return to 
the day when the vast majority 
of  the American economy relied 
on cheap uneducated labor, a la 
China, the silly liberal college 
students are going to need to stick 
around and help out a bit. Besides, 
Santorum himself  is a college 
graduate, and is supposedly fairly 
well educated, having received 
not only a B.A., but an M.B.A. 
and a J.D. as well.  Having spent 

so much time in school, it is hard 
to believe how he can fail to see 
its importance, especially with 
the vast technological advances 
that require even more in-depth 
and specialized training to be 
competitive.

Santorum’s gaffes do not end 
with jabs at the well-educated. 
Santorum has been quoted in the 
past as stating that the political 
base of  the Democratic Party is 
single mothers. He also claims 
that in the midst of  the deepest 
economic crisis since the Great 
Depression, which is causing the 
highest unemployment in 30 years 
and disproportionately affects 
minorities, that he doesn’t “want 
to make black people’s lives better 
by giving them somebody else’s 
money. I [Santorum] want to give 

them the opportunity to go out 
and earn the money and provide 
for themselves and their families,” 
showing a surprisingly racist, com-
plete disconnect from reality.  

Such quotes would be hilari-
ous were this person not a serious 
contender for public office.  The 
fact that he can make such state-
ments openly without massive 
rebuttal demonstrates the depths 
to which the political rhetoric in 
this country has fallen. Education 
shouldn’t be something that politi-
cal candidates can attack to score 
political points, and I shouldn’t 
be considered “indoctrinated” 
because I am trying to make my 
life a little better.

Santorum vs. education
ALEX BERNSTEIN
STAFF COLUMNIST

Alex Bernstein is a sophomore in Arts 
& Sciences. Write to Alex Bernstein at 
ALEX.BERNSTEIN@STUDLIFE.COM
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How did the Giants get here?
Well, it has been a long season for 

Giants’ fans. After starting the sea-
son 6-2, the Giants went on to lose 
four straight games, including an 
embarrassing 49-24 Monday Night 
Football loss to the New Orleans 
Saints. They went on to defeat the 
Cowboys, 37-34, in Dallas after 
making a spectacular fourth-quarter 
comeback, which also featured a 
Jason Pierre-Paul blocked field goal 
as time expired. However, they lost 
the next week to the Washington 
Redskins for the second time in 2011, 
which meant every game would be an 
elimination game the rest of the way. 
They then defeated their cross-town 
rival, the New York Jets, 29-14 in an 
emotional game, which was a must-
win for both teams. In Week 17 the 
Giants defeated the Cowboys once 
again 31-14 to clinch the NFC East 
and the fourth seed in the playoffs. 

In the playoffs, they hosted the 
Atlanta Falcons and dominated the 
game, winning 24-2. The only points 
that came for the Falcons were on 
a safety. The Giants then beat the 
defending Super Bowl champions 
and this year’s favorites, the Green 
Bay Packers, 37-20 at Lambeau Field. 
Finally, they beat the San Francisco 
49ers 20-17 in a gritty game that con-
cluded with a Lawrence Tynes field 
goal in overtime to seal their spot in 
the Super Bowl.

How did the Patriots get here?
The New England Patriots finished 

13-3 in the regular season, the best 
record in the AFC. Tom Brady passed 
for 940 yards through the first two 
games of the season as the Patriots 
rolled past the Miami Dolphins and 
the San Diego Chargers before falling 
to the Buffalo Bills in Week 3. After 
coming off of their bye week, New 
England lost games two and three to 

the Pittsburgh Steelers and the New 
York Giants in Week 8 and Week 9, 
respectively. However, the Patriots 
did not lose again in 2011, rattling 
off ten straight victories heading into 
the Super Bowl. Although the Pats 
struggled down the stretch in the reg-
ular season with close wins against 
the Indianapolis Colts, Washington 
Redskins and Miami Dolphins 
(teams with a combined 13-35 
record), they got back in rhythm 
with a 49-21 blowout of the Bills in 
the final week of the season. If you 
thought that was bad, consider the 
AFC Divisional Round game against 
the Denver Broncos two weeks 
later. New England started fast and 
finished strong in a thoroughly domi-
nating 45-10 victory in which Brady 
threw for six touchdowns through 
just over two quarters. Finally, the 
Patriots downed the Baltimore 
Ravens in the AFC Championship 
Game 23-20 despite Brady’s two-
interception night. When Ravens’ 
kicker Billy Cundiff horribly missed a 
32-yard field goal with 15 seconds to 
go, the Patriots returned to the Super 
Bowl for the first time since 2007.

I get it; Eli Manning is good. 
Who else is good on the Giants?

The Giants have one of the most 
intimidating defensive lines in all of  
football.

Though Justin Tuck has had a 
subpar year because of numerous 
injuries, his leadership and ability to 
get to the quarterback will present a 
challenge for Brady and his offensive 
line. As will Osi Umenyiora, who 
not only is able to get to the quarter-
back but also has a knack for forcing 
fumbles. Most impressive this sea-
son for the Giants has been Jason 
Pierre-Paul. JPP only started playing 
football at age 16, but his incredible 
athletic ability has made him into a 
defensive stalwart for the team. He 
finished the year with a spectacular 

16.5 sacks. Victor Cruz has had one 
of the most impressive seasons from 
a wide receiver in Giants history. His 
1,536 receiving yards are a single-
season franchise-record for Big Blue. 
Look for him to do his signature salsa 
touchdown dance in the end zone 
should he score. Hakeem Nicks, 
however, is Manning’s go-to-guy and 
has some of the biggest hands in the 
NFL. His superior route running has 
made him into a phenomenal wide 
receiver. Cornerback Corey Webster 
is one of the most underrated players 
in the league at his position. He had a 
career-high six interceptions this year, 
but he is most famous for intercepting 
Brett Favre’s last pass as a Green Bay 
Packer in the 2008 postseason.

I get it; Tom Brady is good. Who 
else is good on the Patriots?

The Patriots are loaded with young 
talent all over the field on both sides 
of the ball. Wide receiver Wes Welker 
led the league in receptions for the 
third time as a Patriot as he racked 
up 122 catches for 1,569 yards and 
nine touchdowns. He may be consid-
ered small at five feet nine inches, but 
coming out of the slot, he is quick, 
shifty and a matchup nightmare for 
opposing defenses. The 2010 draft 
was kind to Tom Brady:  he got two 
superb receiving tight ends in Aaron 
Hernandez and Rob Gronkowski. 
Hernandez had a strong season with 
79 catches for 910 yards and seven 
touchdowns, but this was nothing 
compared to the season Gronkowski 
put together (which we’ll talk more 
about shortly). It is easy to overlook 
running back BenJarvus Green-Ellis 
because of Brady’s gaudy passing 
numbers, but defenses do so at their 
own risk. Green-Ellis was a force in 
the red zone in 2011 with 11 rushing 
touchdowns, despite only 667 rushing 
yards. On defense, middle linebacker 
Jerod Mayo continues to succeed 
in making plays all over the field as 

he tallied 95 tackles and two inter-
ceptions in 2011. In the secondary, 
corners Kyle Arrington and Devin 
McCourty are already known around 
the league as ball-hawks. Arrington 
led the league in interceptions this 
season with seven, and McCourty 
led the league last season with seven 
of his own. Take into account that 
each of the players mentioned here 
are 30 or younger, and it is easy to see 
why the Patriots are contenders every 
season.

Who is this “Gronk” guy, and 
what’s the deal with his foot? 

Rob Gronkowski is a second-
year tight end on the New England 
Patriots. He had a monster year, 
catching 90 passes for 1,327 yards 
and an NFL-record-for-tight-ends 17 
touchdowns. Gronk also tied an NFL 
postseason record with three receiv-
ing touchdowns in the divisional 
round matchup against the Broncos. 
But in the game against the Baltimore 
Ravens two weeks ago, he severely 
sprained his ankle. He had to use a 
walking boot to protect his ankle and 
only removed it on Tuesday, spark-
ing questions about his availability 
and effectiveness in the Super Bowl. 
Even if he does play, he will not be 
at 100 percent, drastically affecting a 
Patriots’ offense that relied heavily on 
Gronkowski throughout the year. 

Why do the TV guys keep talking 
about the “last Super Bowl” these 
two played in?

In Super Bowl XLII the Giants 
defeated the heavily favored and 
previously-undefeated New England 
Patriots 17-14 in what was arguably 
the biggest upset in Super Bowl his-
tory. Many considered the game, 
which featured three lead changes 
in the fourth quarter, the best Super 
Bowl ever. The game also showcased 
one of the most miraculous plays in 
NFL history. Eli Manning was on 

the verge of being sacked, but some-
how he evaded Patriots defenders 
and threw downfield to David Tyree, 
who made a spectacular catch. As 
the highlight of the spectacular game, 
Tyree leaped in the air and caught the 
ball and placed it on his helmet while 
fending off Rodney Harrison. 

What is that MHK emblem on 
the Patriots jerseys mean?

Myra Hiatt Kraft is the late wife 
of Patriots owner Robert Kraft. She 
died from cancer in July, five days 
before the end of the NFL lockout, 
and the Patriots dedicated their sea-
son to her. Myra Kraft was a pillar 
for the NFL’s model franchise of  
the 2000s, and “win one more for 
Myra” has become the rallying cry 
around New England heading into 
the Super Bowl. After rushing for a 
touchdown against the Ravens in the 
AFC Championship game, Patriots 
running back BenJarvus Green-Ellis 
pointed to the symbol on his jersey 
as a sign of respect to the late Myra 
Kraft. Some Patriots fans believe that 
she was able to force Billy Cundiff’s 
chip shot wide in the waning seconds 
of the game.

This year’s game is taking place at 
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. 
Why is that significant? 

Just as the old Yankee Stadium 
was known as “The House that 
(Babe) Ruth Built,” Lucas Oil 
Stadium is essentially “The House 
that Peyton Manning Built.” At 31 
years old, Eli has the chance to win 
his second Super Bowl, one more 
than Peyton, 35, whose career is in 
doubt after neck surgery forced him 
to miss the 2011 season. Eli has long 
lingered in his older brother’s shadow, 
but Super Bowl XLV presents him a 
chance to distinguish himself from 
Peyton, who will be remembered as 
one of the greatest quarterbacks of  
his generation alongside Tom Brady. 

Trevor Casson 
Sports Reporter

Giants 27, Patriots 21
Why? Well for one I am a huge Giants fan, so I would never go 
against my team. The Giants already beat the Patriots 24-20 
earlier this season at Gillette Stadium in Massachusetts without 
Hakeem Nicks and Ahmad Bradshaw. The Giants are also catch-
ing fire at the right time. Eli Manning is an elite quarterback and 
has a stellar array of options from Victor Cruz, Hakeem Nicks 
and Mario Manningham to Jake Ballard. Though the Pats haven’t 
lost since Week 9 against the Giants, they will have trouble 
getting past the ferocious defensive line of New York. The likes 
of Matt Light and Nate Solder will have trouble blocking Jason 
Pierre-Paul, Osi Umenyiora, Justin Tuck, Chris Canty and Dave 
Tollefson. The secondary of the Giants has also impressed 
over the last couple of weeks, so look for a few turnovers to 
be forced. Nonetheless, it is going to be a tough game. If the 
Patriots are to win this game, they have to get the ball to wide 
receiver Wes Welker, who has caused the Giants trouble in the 
past. If the Giants are able to contain him, look for head coach 
Tom Coughlin to be doused by a Gatorade shower again.

Dan Kurzner
Sports Correspondent 
in Europe

Giants 30, Patriots 27
There is a fire lit under 
Tom Brady, Bill Belichick 
and the Patriots. They 
want to avenge their Super 
Bowl XLII loss and their 
loss to the Giants 13 weeks 
ago. This is horrifying. That 
being said, the Giants de-
fense has been outstand-
ing, especially against 
teams that they are seeing 
for the second time this 

season (see Packers, 49ers). Because of injuries, Patriots wide 
receiver Julian Edelman is the nickel cornerback. How will Edel-
man deal with Victor Cruz, the third-leading receiver in the NFL, 
in the slot? Most importantly, Eli Manning has asserted himself 
as the most clutch fourth-quarter QB in the league. I believe this 
game will be close and high scoring. In those games, the hot, 
clutch QB makes the difference.

Derek Shyr 
Sports Reporter

Giants 24, Patriots 20
This will undoubtedly be a 
memorable Super Bowl to 
watch as the Patriots and 
Giants face off in a rematch 
from Super Bowl XLII. Here 
are my reasons for why 
the Giants will win: One: 
No one can argue about 
how dominant the Giants 
have been on defense. 
Pierre-Paul will lead the 
four-man front in pres-
suring Tom Brady all day 
long. As long the Giants 
disrupt Brady’s rhythm and 
limit the Patriots’ time of 
possession, they won’t be a 
scoring machine. Two: Eli Manning will be trying to live up to his 
claims of being an elite quarterback, giving him more motivation 
to play an outstanding game. Don’t forget—Manning has been 
red hot in both the divisional and conference games, throwing 
eight touchdown passes, completing about 62 percent of his 
passes and throwing only one interception. He played very effi-
ciently against a tough 49ers defense, which says a lot about his 
confidence and strengths. Manning has also proven himself as 
being very clutch in playoff games, another reason to bet on the 
Giants. Even if the passing game is in trouble, the Giants can still 
run the ball with either Bradshaw or Jacobs, who can take some 
of the load in moving the chains. Three: I love Peyton Manning, 
and he is the man who made me fall in love with football. I don’t 
care how the NFL Top 100 ranks him as number two and how he 
only has one Super Bowl ring. He is undoubtedly the best quar-
terback in the NFL, and we can definitely see the truth of this as 
the Colts ended up with a 2-14 record without him. Because I 
love Peyton Manning, I don’t like Tom Brady. I respect him, but I 
don’t want him to win. He already has too many rings, and he’s 
overrated. Losing another Super Bowl would make Brady more 
human and make others reconsider who is the best player in 
the NFL.

Alex Leichenger
Sports Editor

Giants 31, Patriots 24
After the Giants spoiled 
their dreams of an un-
defeated season in 2008, 
the Patriots are seeking 
revenge. Unfortunately, 
this New England team 
doesn’t have the same 
talent as that loaded 
squad from four years ago, 
especially on defense. The 
hodgepodge unit per-
formed admirably against 
the Ravens and Patriots, 
but Eli Manning and the 
Giants’ deep-ball threats 
of Hakeem Nicks, Mario 
Manningham and Victor 
Cruz will take the challenge 
to an insurmountable level. 
With tight end extraor-
dinaire Rob Gronkowski 
hobbled (and possibly sidelined) by a high ankle sprain, the 
Pats lack the offensive firepower to keep up with the G-Men. 
However, I won’t be surprised if Tom Brady makes me look like 
an idiot for writing that.

Kurt Rohrbeck
Senior Sports Editor

Giants 26, Patriots 21
Three reasons for this pick. 
One: the Giants’ defense 
has caught fire lately, and 
their front four, when per-
forming like they are now, 
can slow down anyone. 
They even impeded Tom 
Brady—we saw it happen 
four years ago—and Jason 
Pierre-Paul may be even 
better than any of the guys 
who were on the Giants 
then. Two: Eli has quietly 
been tremendous all season 
long, and I’m not at all con-
fident in the New England 

secondary’s ability to contain Hakeem Nicks, Victor Cruz and him. 
If the Giants can keep the Pats even remotely honest with the run 
game, it’ll be trouble. And three: I’m an Eagles fan; I really don’t 
want a Giants win, and as you can guess based on that descrip-
tion of me, exactly nothing I want to happen this NFL season has 
happened. So basically, there’s no other way for it to end.

Sahil Patel
Senior Sports Editor

Patriots 31, Giants 28
Yes, I’m the loon of the staff, but hear me out. I know that the 
Giants are the hot team right now; I know they won the regular 
season matchup; I know that the Patriots haven’t played well 
in the playoffs since 2004, but think about this: the last team 
to beat Bill Belichick’s Patriots three games in a row was the 
Indianapolis Colts from 2005-2006, when Peyton Manning 
led the Colts to his lone Super Bowl victory. Opposing teams 
just don’t win three straight. Say what you want about New 
England’s defense this season, but just know that Bill Belichick 
will have them ready to play. I look at the Giants linebackers and 
secondary, and I see gigantic matchup problems with New Eng-
land’s offense; Tom Brady simply has too many weapons. Rob 
Gronkowski, Wes Welker, Aaron Hernandez, Danny Woodhead, 
etc. On defense, I know the Patriots have not been good, but 
Eli Manning has a reputation throughout his career for being 
turnover-prone. Which secondary was second in the league 
in interceptions? The New England Patriots. Look for a high-
scoring, hard-fought game coming down to the wire. In that 
scenario, I pick Brady and Belichick every. single. time.
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