






F
rat Row was 
alive this first 
weekend back 
from winter 

break as hundreds of  
students braved the icy 
elements to have a good 
time. Markedly absent 
from those hundreds were 
sophomore students in 
the Sam Fox School of  
Design & Visual Arts.

From Friday, Jan. 20, 
through Sunday, Jan. 22, 
the sophomores partici-
pated in a design charrette 
organized by Kyna Leski, 
head of  the Department 
of  Architecture at the 
Rhode Island School of  
Design. Even though the 
project was not graded, all 
sophomores who were not 
out of  town were required 
to participate, with the 
incentive of  a $1000 cash 
reward to be divided 

among the winning team.
According to one 

student, the Sam Fox 
sophomores were noti-
fied on Wednesday, Jan. 
18—just two days before 
the assignment was 
given—that this event 
was taking place; another 
student who was gone this 
past weekend was entirely 
unaware that the competi-
tion actually took place. 
The groups were divided 
and the challenge itself  
presented at 4 p.m. on 
Friday, and judging was 
set at 3 p.m. on Sunday.

We understand that this 
is the first time a project 
of  this type was manda-
tory for students and 
that there is a learning 
curve for all pilot pro-
grams. However, the sheer 
magnitude of  complaints 
from sophomore art and 

architecture students indi-
cates that there is much 
room for growth and 
improvement.

First of  all, a different 
time should have been 
chosen. Spring semester 
of  sophomore year is the 
time art school students 
study abroad, and about 
one third of  sophomore 
art students were in 
Florence, Italy, at the time 
of  the competition.

Second, more time 
should have been given 
for the actual project. 
Students were instructed 
to get an object with a 
double curvature, “cre-
ate a second skin on [the] 
object” out of  Vaseline, 
gesso, paint brushes, 
rubber cement, paper, 
masking tape, white glue 
and tracing paper that 
is strong yet removable, 

cut lines in the skin such 
that it can be laid flat in a 
single piece, and recreate 
the skin in a larger pattern 
out of  white industrial 
felt; this is quite the chal-
lenge to complete in only 
47 hours.

Third, having art and 
architecture students 
work together, although 
a commendable idea that 
should foster a stronger 
relationship between the 
two schools, only added 
to the pressure of  the time 
constraint. Students had 
not only to learn about 
each other quickly, but 
also to learn how to work 
with each other quickly in 
order to properly utilize 
each individual’s strengths 
for the group.

To make matters worse, 
several studio labs were 
not available for use 

because monitor schedules 
had not yet been finalized 
for the spring 2012 semes-
ter, restricting students to 
what methods could and 
could not be used and, for 
students in other years, 
limited the time they 
could work on projects.

Finally, there were no 
given criteria for judging 
the projects. According to 
the same student, differ-
ent judges were looking 
for different features in 
the projects, and these 
features were never made 
clear. The end result was 
an arbitrary judging pro-
cess that boiled down to 
what projects appealed to 
the most individuals.

Student Life recom-
mends that in the future, 
the Sam Fox School 
model this competition 
after the Olin Business 

School’s case competi-
tions, where students 
are divided into groups 
and given prompts well 
in advance. This would 
allow for a reasonable 
time frame for students 
to complete the project, 
instead of  piling it on 
top of  the demands of  a 
typical student’s schedule 
and consuming an entire 
weekend.

The whole experi-
ence would benefit from 
stronger organization and 
communication between 
all parties involved. The 
exercise has the potential 
to be very useful for all 
participants with some 
structural changes that 
gave students more time 
to work and a clearer idea 
of  what is expected of  
them.
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Dear Editor, 

Being a St. Louis native has advan-
tages not afforded to many Wash. U. 
students. I live in the dorms; however, 
I don’t wait for mail, I can see my dogs 
whenever I want and I can score free 
meals whenever my family eats out.

In particular, I’ve enjoyed not having 
to navigate the mess that is travel-
ing back to St. Louis. And so on the 
Sunday before classes began, which 
most of  you likely spent unpacking or 
flying to Lambert, I decided to go on a 
walk.

Around midday I donned some warm 
clothes and stepped outside (I live 
beside an expansive 564-acre park). It 
was cold, but the clean, sharp air was 
refreshing, and I took my time ambling 
on a trail that follows the park’s 
perimeter.

I went to church that morning; how-
ever, for me, my spirituality is grounded 
most firmly in my love for nature. Being 
outside gives me a sense of  awe that I 
am a part of  a grand web of  existence 
that connects all living things is both 
fascinating and incredible. I find the 
beauty of  this delicate design very spiri-
tually moving.

My respect for this interdependent 
web of  existence has naturally made 
environmental sustainability a key 
aspect of  my lifestyle choices. I became 
a vegetarian, I carry my own silverware 
everywhere I go and I am an avid fan 
of  reusable shopping bags.

Environmental advocates have the 
facts behind them: Global warming is 
real, and it is happening. But they often 
fail to understand the potential for con-
necting with individuals on a spiritual 
level. Many religious texts have moving 
passages about the Earth’s beauty. 
Moreover, given the potential conse-
quences, deciding to act on climate 
change is, at its heart, a moral question.

As our world is forced to confront 
our environmental problems, some will 
discover the necessity to act through 
charts and numbers. But many will be 
most readily moved by realizing the 
connection between their spirituality 
and the world around them. As envi-
ronmentalists, we must not sacrifice 
this avenue of  engagement if  we are 
to succeed in our efforts to protect the 
planet.

Jake Lyonfields
Class of  2014
jlyonfields@wustl.edu

Sophomore design project 
should be more like case competition
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