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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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T
he Internet went dark 
Wednesday (or part 
of  it did, anyway) in 
protest of  two laws 

that are soon to be voted on 
in Congress: the Stop Online 
Piracy Act and the Protect IP 
Act. These bills are designed to 
curb Internet piracy (which we 
agree is a problem) through a 
means that would hurt some of  
the most respected online corpo-
rations. Wikipedia and Reddit 
went completely dark, and 
Google featured a large black 
bar over its signature logo. We 
support these companies in their 
fight to stop these bills, and we 
think that they did the right 
thing by going dark.

Many major companies, 
including Google, American 
Express, Facebook, Zynga 
and Wikipedia, to name a few, 

believe that these bills would 
curb their profits and keep the 
Internet from being a place 
of  free exchange and com-
munication. They are entirely 
right. Sites like YouTube and 
Facebook would be open to liti-
gation for videos posted by their 
users. Google would be forced 
to remove “blacklisted” sites 
from its search registry, even 
though the requirements for 
blacklisting sites are arbitrary 
and unfair.

By going dark, these 
sites attempted to make the 
American public aware of  an 
issue that is incredibly impor-
tant. These bills could radically 
change the way the Internet 
operates for everyday users 
(How many of  us use Google, 
Facebook or Wikipedia on a 
daily basis?)

Until now, the companies 
have done everything they 
could to make sure that these 
bills don’t pass. In November, 
Google, Facebook, Mozilla, 
Yahoo, Twitter, eBay, AOL, 
LinkedIn and Zynga sent a let-
ter to Congress urging it to find 
a better alternative than these 
bills to stop online piracy.

These sites going dark is not 
an issue of  companies trying to 
blackmail Congress into doing 

what the companies want. 
Websites have not threatened 
to permanently take themselves 
offline in order to deprive the 
American public of  the services 
they offer, and they never will, 
because they are corporations, 
and the money they stand to 
lose by taking themselves offline 
is immense.

Yesterday was entirely about 
media coverage, and it worked. 
The New York Times featured 
stories about the blackouts on 
its front page, both online and 
in print. CNN and FOXNews 
also had stories on the front 
of  their Web pages. Millions 
of  Americans are now at least 
aware of  the potential issues 
with these bills and just how 
detrimental they can be.

But these companies can only 
do so much. Ultimately, when 

the Senate begins voting on 
Jan. 24th, it will not be up to 
Google and Facebook to decide 
what passes. They have shown 
us the problem, exposed it to 
the world; it is up to the rest 
of  the American public to stop 
Congress from doing something 
harmful.

We don’t know what con-
gressmen think this legislation 
will accomplish, but with 
the amount of  support it has 
received, we think they are 
not really thinking about the 
consequences. It is up to us to 
let Congress know that we don’t 
approve of  these bills and to 
let them know that they could 
really destroy the freedom of  
the Internet. 
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A
t the end of  fall 
semester, I went 
with a couple of  
friends to a sand-

wich place called Blues City 
Deli in search of  a soda made 
in my home state of  North 
Carolina. We certainly enjoyed 
the Cheerwine, but as we left, 
we all realized we had been in 
the presence of  something spe-
cial. All of  a sudden, questions 
filled my mind: How have I not 
been here before? And, how 
many other great things in this 
city have I missed out on over 
the past three and a half  years? 
And then, finally, how do I fix 
this? I am now a second-semes-
ter senior. In all likelihood I will 
not be here in a few months. 
There’s definitely a lot going 
on around campus nearly every 
day, but in the little time I have 
left here, I’ve made it a goal to 

get out into St. Louis as much 
as I can.

I’m sure plenty of  us have 
gotten to know the STL over 
the years, but I’m willing to bet 
that many others have spent 
a majority of  our time on and 
around campus. Depending on 
who’s talking, St. Louis might 
be “the most dangerous city in 
America,” “kinda boring” or 
“a second-rate Chicago.” It’s 

also a place rich in cultural his-
tory—with fantastic food, great 
music, interesting people and 
exciting traditions. However, 
it’s the negative preconceptions 
that, I think, keep us from really 
getting out and finding what 
makes St. Louis so cool in the 
first place.

I’m trying to get out into St. 
Louis as much as I can until 
graduation. This should be 
something we all try to do—
every student gets a FREE 
Metro Pass for crying out loud, 
so transportation can’t be an 
issue. Therefore, as someone 
fairly uninitiated in some of  the 
finest elements of  St. Louis life, 
I’m putting together a little list 
of  ways I can start to get out 
there and really make St. Louis 
the home it was for four years.

1. Go to Soulard Mardi Gras
It’s ten hours to New Orleans, 

but it’s only ten minutes to 
Soulard. Apparently, this is a 

great opportunity to see a little 
bit of  the 314’s crazy side.

2. Visit the Botanical 
Gardens

A bunch of  plants and a giant 
glass dome—what’s not to get 
excited about? But seriously—it’s 
one of  the best in the country 
for a reason. It’s also located in 
Tower Grove, which is a great 
neighborhood to check out.

3. Run the Go! STL Half 
Marathon (or the whole thing)

Nothing ties you to a city like 
running your butt off  through 
13.1 or 26.2 miles of  its streets.

4. Eat barbeque at a restau-
rant that isn’t Pappy’s

Even if  you hate St. Louis, 
you’ve probably had Pappy’s 
before. St. Louis has so many 
other barbeque options (so I’ve 
heard…) and so it’s time to get out 
there and trying something new.

5. Watch Chuck Berry per-
form at the Duck Room or the 
Pageant

You never can tell when the 
guy’s going to finally buy the farm.

There are dozens more things 
to do over the next few months. 
So let’s all make a little resolu-
tion to get out there, into the 
city. Not all of  you reading are 
seniors, so you’ve got more 
time than I do, but that’s even 
better. Why spend four years 
in an amazing city only to get 
to know the tiniest part of  it? 
If  you make the effort, there’s 
bound to be a great payoff. And 
if  you’re successful, you should 
probably end your journey by 
treating yourself  to a delicious 
John Donut. It’s only the best 
way to know that you might 
really be home.

Getting the most out of St. Louis 
before it’s too late

Internet blackout crucial step in preventing
SOPA and PIPA
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These sites going 
dark is not an issue of 
companies trying to 
blackmail Congress 
into doing what the 

companies want. 

Why spend four years 

in an amazing city 

only to get to know the 

tiniest part of it? If 

you make the effort, 

there’s bound to be a 

great payoff.














