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L
ast weekend’s recognition 
ceremony for students 
graduating at the end 
of the fall semester got 

us thinking about who we want to 
speak at commencement in May 
2012.

Al Gore
He owes us one. And since he 

“can’t come” in the spring, he 
should speak at commencement, 
this time without Student Union 
paying close to $100,000. Beyond 
that, he is still the political face of  
environmentalism, and has prob-
ably done more to teach us about 
the dangers the planet is facing than 
just about any other person ever. His 
message is one that should defi-
nitely continue to be spread, and we 

would love to have him here, if  only 
to inspire us to keep trying to make 
the world a greener place.

Aaron Sorkin
The creator of shows like “The 

West Wing” and movies like “The 
American President” and “The 
Social Network” is great not just 
because we love everything he does, 
but also because he has the capabil-
ity to speak to our generation in a 
way that only few can. Sorkin is a 
committed liberal with a knack for 
brining the left-wing politics many 
Wash. U. students believe in to the 
mainstream. Besides, he dramatized 
the creation of Facebook, that spe-
cial social engine on which we each 
waste more than 12 hours a day. 
That alone puts him up in our book.

Brian Williams
Brian Williams has the capacity 

to be serious in his hat as a journal-
ist or funny in his hat as a guest on 
the Daily Show. His show, NBC 
Nightly News with Brian Williams, 
consistently blows other news 
programs out of the water in terms 
of ratings. He is arguably the most 
well-recognized newscaster in the 
United States today, and we would 
love to hear his perspective on jour-
nalism in the 21st century.

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
This woman is awesome. She’s an 

inspiration to women, and people 
everywhere. The first female presi-
dent of Liberia, she rules by acting 
like a mom to all her people. They 

call her Ma, and she has no problem 
chewing them out. She has been 
labeled as one of the best presidents 
in the world, and is considered to be 
one of the best in Liberia’s history. 
As a winner of the 2011 Nobel 
Peace Prize, we would be honored 
to have her speak to us.

Amy Poehler as Leslie Knope
We don’t particularly care about 

Amy Poehler, even though she is 
awesome. A comedian might not 
be the best choice for commence-
ment speaker. But that comedian’s 
alter ego? Hell yes. Leslie Knope, 
from the stellar show Parks and 
Recreation, would be a great person 
to give us a little advice going 
forward. She is smart, dedicated, 
hard-working, believes in what she 

is doing and never ever gives up. If  
anyone could teach rising seniors 
about the world in the last few min-
utes of college, Leslie Knope is it. 
Even if  she isn’t technically “real,” 
we will get the best we can.

Bruce Springstein 
BRUUUUCE!!! Even though 

he is not known for his speaking 
ability, and hardly ever gives on-air 
interviews, we don’t really need him 
to speak all that much. What we 
want is his music, and its ability to 
touch the heart and soul of every 
American. We believe that Bruce’s 
music speaks to just about every 
generation, and in tough times like 
these, the Boss is just the remedy 
graduating seniors need.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Who we want to speak at commencement

EDITORIAL CARTOON

A
ccording to Apple, 
Siri on the iPhone 
4S can help you get 
things done. But in 

reality, the digital assistant will 
only you help you get things 
done that she deems morally 
sound. And oddly enough, pur-
suit of  marijuana and dumping 
a dead body are endeavors that 
she permits, though getting an 
abortion is not.

When a sophomore asked for 
Siri’s help in locating an abortion 
clinic, “She directed me to abor-
tion [alternatives] in St. Louis 
but stated that it was a clinic, 
when in fact it was Birthright St. 
Louis, a clinic that helps women 
find positive solutions to avoid 
abortions.”

The program’s response to 

why Siri is against abortion 
is, “I just am.” If  you ask Siri 
where you can obtain emergency 
contraception, she will give you 
a definition—though it seems 
unlikely that you would ask for 
emergency contraception with-
out knowing what it is.

There is no lack of  abortion 
resources in St. Louis—one 
of  the three St. Louis Planned 
Parenthood clinics is less than 
five miles away in the nearby 
Central West End. Siri gives 
similar unaccommodating 
instructions to iPhone users in 
New York and Washington D.C., 
and in other cities around the 
country.

These anti-choice organiza-
tions, or “crisis pregnancy 
centers,” are created to look 
like health clinics, but in fact 
will not provide women with 
the services they requested, and 

can ultimately be harmful to 
the women’s decision-making 
process.

Junior Sally Cohen, who 
worked at NARAL Pro-Choice 
Missouri in St. Louis this past 
summer, believes “everyone 
should have access to compre-
hensive information about their 
reproductive health. It’s outra-
geous that a program with the 
very purpose of  serving as a 
personal assistant falls short in 
that area.”

Women’s reproductive health 
is disregarded and compromised 
too often. The Department of  
Health and Human Services only 
recently decided to recommend 
that health insurance plans cover 
birth control under preventive 
care. Plans beginning on or after 
August 1, 2012 will cover birth 
control and other preventive ser-
vices. More than half  of  Viagra 

prescriptions, however, received 
health insurance within weeks of  
hitting the U.S. market in 1998.

A spokeswoman for Apple told 
the New York Times that Siri’s 
values were unintentional and 
were not meant to offend any-
one; she promised that changes 
will be made to the final product. 
According to an MSNBC survey, 
one in 10 of  the 30,000 U.S.-
based cellphone users has an 
iPhone, which means that Siri is 
imposing her conservative moral 
compass on a large number of  
people.

College students rely on the 
convenience of  their cell phones 
to provide accurate informa-
tion instantly. The fact that Siri 
appears to be a venue for reliable 
assistance and inquiry while 
harboring judgmental opinions 
about women’s autonomy for 
choice is troubling. It is also 

troubling that after spending 
$200, the device that you carry 
in your pocket may conflict with 
your personal political views. 

Granted, Siri is just a search 
engine, and Washington 
University students are intelli-
gent enough to find information 
through other avenues. Though 
senior Carrie Kinkaid, who 
worked as a political intern 
at Planned Parenthood this 
summer, has a point: “It is 
unreasonable that Siri will pro-
vide locations of  escort services, 
but will not provide information 
on abortion clinics, a legal ser-
vice in most states. It is not Siri’s 
place, or Apple’s place, to pro-
vide subtle commentary about 
reproductive health issues.”

Bad Siri
ROSA HEYMAN
STAFF COLUMNIST

Rosa Heyman is a junior in Arts & 
Sciences. Write to Rosa Heyman at 
ROSA.HEYMAN@STUDLIFE.COM
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The Cadenzites: 2011 edition

Best Summer Movies

Best Celebrity Celebrations

Best New TV Shows

Best Returning TV Shows

Best New Artists

Best Books

Best Singles

Best Fads

Best Albums

Best Celebrity Scandals

1. “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: 
Part 2”: The last Harry Potter movie 
absolutely belongs at the top of this list. 
Daniel Radcliffe’s much-improved acting, 
Voldemort’s ridiculous Avada Kedavra yell 
and that tear-jerking dive into Snape’s memo-
ries make this film bloody brilliant.

2. “X-Men: First Class”: This was a sur-
prisingly good superhero back story movie, 
charting the relationship between Charles 
Xavier (the fantastic James McAvoy) and Erik 

Lensherr (rising star Michael Fassbender), 
who will become two major players in the 
X-Men universe. Their bromance is engag-
ing and adds depth to what could’ve been a 
special-effects-ridden popcorn flick.

3. “Bridesmaids”: Hooray for putting 
women-driven comedies on the map! Kristen 
Wiig leads a cast of talented female comics 
that, coupled with some clever writing, allows 
room for both expected rom-com gags and 
truly original humor. –Jordan Weiner

1. The Royal Wedding:  Prince William 
married longtime girlfriend Kate Middleton 
at Westminster Abbey on Apr. 29, 2011, as 
the whole world watched. 

2. The wedding—then divorce—of Kim 
Kardashian and Kris Humphries:  Kim’s 
lavish, over-the-top, fairytale wedding, broad-
casted by E! Entertainment Television may 

have been in vain, as Kim filed for divorce 
from Kris after only 72 days of  marriage.

3. Melissa McCarthy’s Emmy win:  After 
starring in the box office hit “Bridesmaids,” 
McCarthy capped off  her superb year with 
an Emmy win for Best Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her work on “Mike and Molly.” 
–Jennifer Goldberger 

1. “Once Upon a Time”: Created by 
“Lost” writers Edward Kitsis and Adam 
Horowitz, “Once Upon a Time” is filling 
an important role in the TV lineup. It 
offers two narratively complex universes 
and a wonderful cast of  characters, as well 
as “Lost”-style flashbacks to Storybrooke 
in each episode. It’s just fantastical to 
watch.

2. “Suburgatory”: Though new comedy 
“Suburgatory” has no idea what a tri-state 
suburban town is actually like, it portrays 
life in the suburbs hilariously. It centers 

on Tessa, a NYC-raised teen whose dad 
moved her out to a suburban New York 
town after finding condoms in her drawer. 
The people she meets are incredibly inane, 
but that’s why it’s so fun to watch them.

3. “Boss”: Imagining Frasier Crane as a 
politician is a fun hypothetical, but Kelsey 
Grammer does a great job playing the 
mayor of  Chicago on Starz’s “Boss.” He 
gets diagnosed with a neurological disor-
der but works to keep it a secret, and the 
drama that follows is scintillating. 
–Andie Hutner 

1. “Modern Family”: This hilarious 
comedy follows one of  the funniest fami-
lies known to mankind. The combination 
of  witty writing and fantastic acting 
makes us wish we lived near one of  the 
Pritchett families.

2. “Glee”: Finn, Rachel, Kurt and 
Mike are graduating, the glee club 
is going through dramatic changes, 
Rachel’s biological mom is in charge of  
a rival show choir at McKinley, Blaine 
transferred to McKinley, Sue is going all 

the way to end the arts, and that’s what 
you missed on Glee! This season has 
certainly improved on the last.

3. “Breaking Bad”: In this show’s 
fourth season, which premiered over the 
summer, Walter finished his transition 
from decent to bad. Next season will 
probably be the last, so it’s good this one 
went out on a bang. 
–Abi Saxena

1. Foster the People: Foster the People 
debuted its first studio album, “Torches,” in 
May, and the band has been hanging steadily 
around the iTunes top album charts ever 
since. The band’s first single, “Pumped Up 
Kicks”—a catchy and irresistible retro-tinged 
pop tune—received lots of buzz and radio 
play. The rest of Foster the People’s first 
album contains much of the same laid-back 
appeal, making it clear that the band will not 
just be a one-hit wonder this year.

2. Mumford & Sons: Admittedly, Mumford 
& Sons released their debut studio album, 
“Sigh No More,” in 2010, but it was only 

after their Grammy appearance in November 
2010 that this band gained real visibility in the 
United States. The album has sold more than 
a million copies this year, and “Little Lion 
Man” is now a classic go-to sing-a-long song. 

3. Jessie J: With the February release of  
her debut studio album “Who You Are,” 
UK-based artist Jessie J has grown expo-
nentially here in the states. From her catchy, 
popular single “Price Tag” to her fantastic 
“Saturday Night Live” performance in 
March, it’s clear that although Jessie J may be 
a breakout star for 2011, the only way to go 
from here is up. –Kayla Hollenbaugh

1. “Bossypants,” Tina Fey: Tina Fey, argu-
ably the most down-to-earth and genuinely 
funny celebrity of modern times, again proves 
how awesome she is with this fantastic memoir. 
Fey reveals all with witty, thoughtful sarcasm, 
taking readers from her childhood under the 
roof of fearsome Don Fey to her complicated, 
busy lifestyle as a working mother (It’s hard to 
play Sarah Palin on “SNL,” get Oprah on your 
primetime sitcom, and prepare for your daugh-
ter’s Peter Pan party all at the same time.)

2. “The Marriage Plot,” Jeffrey Eugenides: 
In this earnest, clever exploration of what 
it means to be on the brink of adulthood, 
Eugenides captures the lives of three 

graduating students at Brown University in the 
1980s. English major Madeleine’s senior thesis 
on Jane Austen, coupled with her involvement 
in a complicated love triangle, spurs questions 
of love and what it all means.

3. “11/22/63,” Steven King: In his latest 
novel, Steven King ponders what would hap-
pen if someone went back in time to stop the 
assassination of JFK. The novel follows Jake 
Epping, an English teacher, who finds a portal 
back to 1958 to spend five years changing 
the present and future. The book is a drastic 
departure from King’s usual works, but all the 
critics love it. 
–Jordan Weiner and Andie Hutner

1. “Rolling in the Deep” by Adele: No 
one can deny the brilliant singing ability of  
Adele, which is reflected in the immense 
popularity of  her first single from “21.” Since 
its release at the end of  2010, “Rolling in the 
Deep” has gone Platinum five times over 
and achieved an impressive seven weeks at 
number one on the Billboard Hot 100.

2. “Party Rock Anthem” by LMFAO: 
Whether you’re a hardcore party rocker or 
not, LMFAO’s “Party Rock Anthem” has 
a definite appeal at any party scene thanks 

to its intense techno beat and infectious 
dance-ability. 

3. “Born This Way” by Lady Gaga: 
Although initially met with some criticism 
for its different style and implications of  
Madonna plagiarism, “Born This Way” has 
become a defining song of  2011. Reaching 
number one in 19 countries and giving 
Lady gaga her third number one song on 
the Billboard Hot 100, the song has been a 
source of  inspiration and motivation for her 
Little Monsters. –Abi Saxena

1. Non-prescription hipster glasses: 
To the dismay of  hipsters everywhere, it 
seems they’ve finally started something 
mainstream. Everyone from Jay-Z to 
kids shopping at Claire’s tried to pull off  
these thick-rimmed plastic specs at least 
once this year, and most of  the time they 
served no purpose other than to make 
them look smarter and more edgy. 

2. “Words with Friends”: Zynga 
released its version of  Scrabble in 2009 
for the iPhone, but in 2011 the company 
made the game available to Android 
users. This summer Zynga also created 
“Hanging with Friends,” an interactive 

version of  Hangman in which players 
try to keep their own characters safely 
floating above a volcano with the help of  
a handful of  balloons. Hooray for even 
more ways to waste time.

3. Rebecca Black’s “Friday”: In mid-
March, “Friday” took America by storm. 
Rebecca Black literally became a star 
overnight. Even after Ark Music Factory 
pulled the original video from YouTube, 
the song is still famous. One critic even 
attributed its success to the fact that it’s 
basically a parody of  itself. 
–Hayley Perlis

1. “The Smile Sessions” by The Beach 
Boys: This is a wonderful album, and 
despite the unfinished, skeletal nature of  
many of  the songs, it’s not just a collection 
of  unreleased studio sessions. “The Smile 
Sessions” is a fully realized album. The pro-
gression of  “Look (Song for Children)” into 
“Child Is Father of  the Man” into “Surf ’s 
Up” is so good that it makes the 45 years 
between recording and release irrelevant. It 
stands beside every other new release this 
year to really be an album of  2011.

2. “Parallax” by Atlas Sound: “Parallax” 
is among the most consistent albums of  

the year, relying on swirling synth lines 
and ambience to balance out the usual 
rock noise of  Deerhunter. This is the first 
Atlas Sound solo album that rejects being 
designated a mere Deerhunter offshoot, and 
Atlas Sound instead forms its own autono-
mous sound.

3. “Slave Ambient” by The War on 
Drugs: “Slave Ambient” not only throws a 
sparkling new coat of  paint on many of  the 
tracks off  2010’s “Future Weather EP,” but 
it also introduces a number of  killer tracks, 
most notably the opener, “Best Night.” 
–Paul Marsh

1. Lindsay Lohan, in general:  In jail one 
day, out a few hours later; a missed court 
appearance; on house arrest: This is the 
sad but true story of  Lohan’s year.

2. Charlie Sheen’s meltdown: As much 
as he may want us to believe it was, 
Sheen’s meltdown, which led to him being 
fired from “Two and a Half  Men,” was 

definitely not #winning.
3. Anthony Weiner’s sexual no-nos: 

Eventually admitting to posting inap-
propriate photos of  himself  on Twitter, 
Weiner resigned from his position as a 
New York congressman, providing plenty 
of  material for late night comedians in the 
process. –Jennifer Goldberger

Cadenza loves award shows, so we decided we should make our own 
awards. Here are the first round of the Cadenzites, offering you our 

favorite pop culture items from the past year. 
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Left to right: Daniel Radcliffe stars as Harry Potter, Emma Watson stars as Hermione Granger and 
Rupert Grint stars as Ron Weasley in Warner Bros. Pictures’ fantasy adventure “Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows: Part 2.”

The cast of “Once Upon a Time.”

The cast of “Modern Family.”

Tina Fey’s autobiography, “Bossypants,” spent five weeks on The New York Times Best Seller list 
this year.

Prince William and Kate Middleton wave to the crowd from a balcony at Buckingham Palace after  
their wedding in London, England, on Friday, Apr. 29, 2011. (Abaca Press/MCT)


