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T
he city of  Clayton 
recently took a step 
forward in equal rights 
and opportunities, 

passing an ordinance that pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis 
of  gender identity and sexual 
orientation. 

While we commend this 
change and the future similar 
legislation, we wish that other 
St. Louis County municipalities 
had similar ordinances. Clayton 
is just the third municipality, 
joining Olivette and University 
City, out of  the 90 in St. Louis 
County to prohibit this type of  
discrimination.   

We also recognize that this 
anti-discrimination ordinance is 

simply covering up a larger prob-
lem of  discrimination: the lack of  
marriage equality. 

St. Louis County needs to be 
more proactive in protecting 
its citizens from abuse, even if  
they are a part of  the population 
that Missouri on the whole has 
trouble recognizing.

Although Missouri voters 
decided in 2004 to amend the 
state constitution to bar same-
sex marriages, that does not 
mean that people should face 
job discrimination or be denied 
benefits because of  their sexual 
orientation.

In this regard, more munici-
palities, or even the state, 
need to pass the same sort of  

anti-discrimination laws to ensure 
Missouri citizens are protected.

Marriage equality is obviously 
a very contentious issue in the 
United States—only this sum-
mer New York, a very liberal 
state, passed a law legalizing gay 
marriage. 

It is because of  Missouri’s 
unwillingness to accept gay 
couples that anti-discrimination 
laws such as the ones in Clayton, 
University City and Olivette are 
even necessary.

Such laws should not be neces-
sary. There should be no need 
to protect people who are only 
trying to live and work in peace, 
who attempt to pass their benefits 
to their partners.

In 2009, Dennis Engelhard, a 
police officer in Jefferson City, 
was killed in a car accident. 
He left behind his family, a son 
and a partner. Were his partner 
Kelly Glossip married to Officer 
Engelhard, he would be entitled 
to death benefits— benefits he 
does not receive because Missouri 
does not recognize gay couples.

It should be a given that 
people aren’t discriminated 
against because of  their sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
If  someone is subject to dis-
crimination, they should receive 
recompense without question, 
and the person who committed 
the intolerant action should be 
punished. Someone who serves 

his community, like Officer 
Engelhard, should be allowed to 
share his benefits with his family. 
His is just one exemplar of  an 
unfair law treating gay couples as 
inferior to heterosexual couples.

Until statewide recognition of  
same-sex marriage occurs, we 
commend Clayton, University 
City and Olivette for recogniz-
ing gay couples and doing their 
best to make them equal, given 
Missouri’s unfortunate marriage 
laws. We urge other St. Louis 
County municipalities to do 
the same in the meantime. The 
more places that have these anti-
discrimination laws and same-sex 
partner registries, the better.

Clayton passes anti-discrimination law, other 
municipalities should do the same

STAFF EDITORIAL

R
esidential Life can 
be a force of  good at 
Washington University. 
Yes, the philosophi-

cal inclinations of  some students 
are offended upon learning that 
ResLife can go into our rooms at 
any time, including over winter 
break, but in general, I’ve found 
ResLife to be helpful.  If  nothing 
else, the room key kiosk on the 
South 40 has more than made up 
for whatever complaints I’ve had 
with it over the years.

However, I recently discovered 
how asinine ResLife’s regulations 
can be. After no more than half  
an hour at SHS, I emerged to find 
my bike, which I had left locked to 
the railing on the wheelchair ramp, 
was gone. So too were the bikes of  
two other people who left at the 
same time, one of  which had been 
left attached to a light post. After 

much confusion, we discovered 
that ResLife had sent someone to 
cut the locks off  our bikes and cart 
them to a storage facility in Mudd 
House.

Perhaps the most annoying part 
of  this was that when I finally 
showed up at ResLife’s offices, 
the woman on duty insisted that 
the policy was posted on their 
website.  The relevant part reads, 
“Bicycles should be registered with 
University police and secured to 
bicycle racks outside the residence 
halls. Do not lock bikes to fences 
or handrails.”  First, this makes no 
mention of the many bike racks 
not outside residence halls, which 
should be equally fair game for 
shear-wielding ResLife employees, 
but more importantly, it makes 
absolutely no reference to what 
happens if  a bicycle is attached to 
anywhere but a bike rack.  In my 
experience, WUPD would leave 
orange notifications on offend-
ing bicycles giving their owners 

something like a week to move 
them. ResLife did put up signs at 
the beginning of this year, but only 
on the South 40, and only for a 
couple days. This is not remotely 
helpful for anyone who does not 
live on the South 40; one of  the 
people whose bicycle ResLife 
removed was a graduate student at 
the George Warren Brown School 
of  Social Work. And it is certainly 
important enough that if  ResLife is 
going to make a huge deal out of  it, 
it should at least be online.

What ResLife also fails to 
mention is that not only will your 
bicycle be removed—incidentally, 
with no sign that ResLife took 
it—but it will be damaged in the 
process.  My bicycle was covered 
in scratches and the chain was 
hanging off  the gears. Another 
student has experienced similar 
but less superficial issues—her seat 
was damaged. Had my bike been 
run-down scrap metal, I wouldn’t 
have been peeved, but it was less 

than two weeks old and cost $550. 
Now, it’s banged up, and the chain 
creaks as it goes around the gears. 
It protests violently if  I try to shift 
the big gears.

The policy also isn’t equally 
enforced. When I went to collect 
my bicycle, the man responsible 
for cutting the lock met me outside 
Mudd. Standing a foot away 
from him were three bicycles, all 
attached to the bench. I wouldn’t 
advocate that they be removed, but 
to take a bike that’s attached to a 
lamppost and then to stand within 
reach of three bicycles that are all 
attached to a bench is hypocritical 
enough to send anyone into an 
apoplectic fit.

One would hope the rationale 
for this would be reasonable. The 
ResLife employee I asked told me 
that it is against Clayton’s regula-
tions for bikes not to be attached 
to racks and that if  Clayton police 
sees bikes not on racks, Wash. U. 
gets fined $20 a bike. However, 

when I called Clayton police, the 
officer I spoke to had never heard 
of  such a policy and told me that 
it was “probably a scare tactic” 
on the part of  ResLife to make 
sure students locked up their bikes 
appropriately.  I wouldn’t go so far 
as to say that the ResLife employee 
lied to me—I’m sure she was just 
misinformed—but her misinforma-
tion does suggest that there is no 
legitimate reason for ResLife to be 
so ridiculous.

I have never been upset with 
ResLife before this. I never under-
stood the exodus from campus that 
occurred after freshman year, and 
I’m immeasurably happy about the 
housing I was assigned for this year. 
But this policy leaves a bad taste in 
my mouth. It is unfair to students, 
whom ResLife ostensibly exists to 
serve, has no good reason for exist-
ing and needs to be removed.

ResLife bike policy: unjustified
MATTHEW CURTIS
STAFF COLUMNIST

EDITORIAL CARTOON

AVIYA LANIS | STUDENT LIFE

Matthew Curtis is a junior in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.COM.
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RE: Finally, a candidate who can multitask
“...do you have proof of 
the allegations that you 
are not sharing with the 
rest of us. So far the al-
legations are just that: al-
legations. No proof of any 
of it. If he is guilty of any 
of the harrassment or the 
alleged affair, then Mr. 

Cain deserves our scorn; 
however, until any of 
this is proven, it’s simply 
hearsay, nothing more, 
nothing less.”
-drsteverino

“...The sarcasm is off-put-
ting and ineffective and, 

moreover, totally out of 
place. This is not the con-
text for a childish, sham 
endorsement and some 
weird, in-depth analysis 
of Cain’s sex life...”
-Anonymous

“There are way too many 

liberals at Wash U. It is 
extremely annoying.”
- Republican Wash U 
Alum

studlife.com

Dear Editor,

This country is founded on 
ideas of  religious tolerance and 
freedom, as well as a separation 
of  church and state. In recent 
years, however, it seems like the 
line between religion and politics 
has become increasingly blurred, 
an especially troubling issue in 
the area of  reproductive rights.

Earlier this year, the 
Department of  Health and 
Human Services passed a deci-
sion that requires insurance 
plans to provide birth control 
without co-pay. Conservative 
Republicans, backed by the 
Catholic Church, have been 
fighting this decision ever since. 
They are currently pressuring 
Obama to expand the already-
existing exemption clause in the 
Affordable Care Act to allow 
religiously affiliated universities, 
hospitals, and other organiza-
tions the right to deny coverage 
for contraceptives.

How does this affect me and 
you? Wash. U. isn’t religiously 
affiliated, but think about all 
of  the organizations, includ-
ing potential employers and 

graduate schools, which have 
religious ties. They would 
be able to deny birth control 
coverage to all employees and 
students, no matter their reli-
gious convictions. 

Although the official stance of  
the Catholic Church is against 
the use of  contraceptives, the 
reality is that women of  all 
faiths greatly benefit from birth 
control’s availability; 99% of  
sexually active women in the US 
have used birth control at some 
point in their lives, including 
98% of  sexually active Catholic 
women. 

Denying women access to 
such an important preventive 
health measure doesn’t make 
sense (especially when you 
consider the church’s stance 
on abortion). If  Barack Obama 
allows this exemption to pass, 
it would hit uninsured and 
underinsured women the hard-
est. Women should benefit from 
this new health care reform law 
regardless of  where they work or 
go to school. 

Abby Traub
Class of  2013

T
he Sumarins are a 
Palestinian family 
living in the Silwan 
neighborhood in East 

Jerusalem, the part of  Jerusalem 
that is in the West Bank. East 
Jerusalem is the location of  
many familiar religious sites, 
such as the Western Wall and 
the Dome of  the Rock. The 
Sumarins have spent the past 
30 years fighting to remain 
in their home; this fight has 
recently intensified. Two weeks 
ago the Sumarin family was 
given a final notice to vacate 
their home—a home housing 
a family of  12, including five 
children, a pregnant woman and 
a grandfather on dialysis. The 
Israeli government is tied to this 
eviction in ways that are trou-
bling: they have used something 
called the Absentee Property 
Law to claim ownership of  the 
Sumarin’s home. The Absentee 
Property Law allows the Israeli 
government to claim any prop-
erty if  its residents were not 
present during the Six Day War 
in 1967, when East Jerusalem 
was annexed by Israel. This law 
is periodically enacted by the 
government and used exclu-
sively to claim Palestinian land, 
as documented by Israeli and 
international organizations. 
But an even more surprising 
culprit here is an organiza-
tion that has a special place in 
the minds and hearts of  many 
Jewish-Americans.

Involved in the eviction of  the 
Sumarin family is a well-known 
organization called the Jewish 
National Fund (JNF).  Known 
for planting millions of  trees 
throughout Israel, the JNF is 
also the primary land trust for 
the country. Like us, you may 

have grown up giving weekly 
“Tzedekah” (charity) to the 
Jewish National Fund by put-
ting coins in those iconic blue 
boxes. For generations, the JNF 
has been an important organiza-
tion through which Jews around 
the world have supported the 
growth of  Israel as a Jewish 
homeland, and this is a legacy 
that we celebrate. We know that 
without the JNF, Israel would 
not be what it is today. 

The JNF has a policy of  not 
operating over the Green Line—
and East Jerusalem is over 
the Green Line. Technically, 
the Sumarin home is being 
handed over to an organization 
called Himnuta (which will 
then turn it over to the ELAD 
Foundation, which operates the 
City of  David tourist site). The 
Jewish National Fund owns 100 
percent of  Himnuta’s shares, 
and the JNF’s CFO is also 
Himnuta’s executive. In short, 
JNF appears to have created 
Himnuta to do business across 
the Green Line, while the JNF 
retains its good standing in our 
hearts and minds.  

Just a few days ago, the JNF/
Himnuta announced that they 
would postpone the eviction 
(originally planned for Monday, 
November 28) to a later date. 
The announcement came after 
the organization Rabbis for 
Human Rights launched a cam-
paign to keep the Sumarins in 
their home. Due to widespread 
international support, political 
pressure prompted the JNF to 
announce a postponement—
a move that acknowledged 
the fact that they were in fact 
responsible for the controversy 
surrounding the Sumarin home. 
We want to encourage the JNF 
to revert back to its original 
policy of  not operating over the 
Green Line by turning the lease 
over to the Sumarin family.

J Street U Wash U, along with 
J Street U chapters across the 
country, hopes that this evic-
tion will not just be delayed, 
but canceled all together. As a 
pro-Israel, pro-peace organiza-
tion, we want to ensure that we 
engage with our history and our 
connection to Israel in ways that 
are consistent with our values. 
More importantly, these policies 
undermine the possibility of  a 
two-state solution, in which a 
Palestinian state would exist 
alongside Israel. We believe 
that it is important that the 
JNF builds upon its legacy by 
supporting Israel’s future rather 
than jeopardizing it by support-
ing settlement beyond the Green 
Line. The JNF can and should 
stand for values that the Jewish 
people strive to exemplify and 
live up to its long legacy of  
encouraging Israel’s security 
and survival.

We ask for your support in 
advocating for a total can-
cellation of  the Sumarins’ 
eviction. We hope to increase 
international pressure in order 
to make the eviction a politi-
cally unfeasible move. To show 
your support of  the Sumarin 
family, please visit the Rabbis 
for Human Rights website at 
http://bit.ly/SaveSumarin to 
find instructions on how to 
contact JNF representatives. 
With your support, we can 
protect human rights and sup-
port a peaceful resolution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
If  you would like to find out 
how to be involved with these 
issues on campus, please email 
jstreetu@su.wustl.edu.

Stop the eviction in East Jerusalem
MORRIAH KAPLAN 
& HARRIS ENGELMANN
OP-ED SUBMISSION

OP-ED SUBMISSION

W
ith my 
absence over 
Thanksgiving, 
I now have 

178.15 extra meal points. I am 
not the only one over the recom-
mended level, nor do I have the 
largest surplus. With the bounty, 
I can buy myself  cookies with 
my Subway sandwich, a large 
coffee instead of  a small, or I 
could have those extra points as 
real money in my pocket.   

While the last option seems 
the most favorable, my freshman 
standing makes it impossible, as 
an incoming freshman cannot 
sign up for the smallest meal 
plan. On the surface, it just 
looks like Wash. U. is trying 
to give freshmen a cushion in 
case they go a little overboard 
with the salads, with the sushi 
or at Ibby’s. If  one digs a little 
deeper, however, it becomes 
apparent that Wash. U. fresh-
men, because of  the limitations 
on their meal plans, are paying 
nearly all of  the overhead that is 
associated with WUSTL Dining 
Services. 

Wash. U. boasts great food, 
dining halls and workers. While 
I have yet to be disappointed in 
any of  these and doubt I ever 
will be, the quality comes at a 
price. Freshman are required 
to purchase the Silver Plan 

for $1.39 to one meal point 
($4,300 for 3,100 meal points). 
The description of  the plan 
that follows says that it is a 
plan that will “best meet the 
needs of  those students who eat 
three meals a day and enjoy an 
occasional snack.” It also claims 
to be the most popular meal 
plan for the returning students. 
Now, while the first claim may 
be true, the second falls short. 
Many of  Wash. U.’s students 
have done the math and realized 
that the Bronze Plan is the ideal 
one.

Students who have the Bronze 
Plan initially pay $1.50 for one 
meal point. Generally, they 
eat through that plan by the 
end and are either mooching 
off  friends, starving, or using 
campus card (therefore paying 
one dollar for one meal point). 
By the time you have used 3,100 
points, you pay exactly the same 
price as those with the Silver 
plan, with one giant caveat: 
The students with smaller plans 
more than likely use all their 
meal points. Though the points 
roll over at the end of  the term, 
they don’t at the end of  the 
year, so others in my position 
are forced to waste money. 
Sophomores buy the Bronze 
Plan, and juniors and seniors 
can have plans that are smaller 
still, leaving the freshman hung 
out to dry. 

As a student, I understand 

the need for the inflated prices; 
they pay for the staff, dishes and 
supplies. But as a freshman, I 
do not feel that we should be 
shouldering most of  the extra 
costs. The food and service 
we get at Wash. U. is phenom-
enal. It should not be taken for 

granted that we do not have to 
drudge through a buffet line 
looking at something that might 
or might not be a piece of  meat. 
Obviously this food and service 
has to come at a price, but one 
group of  students should not 
be shafted in order to pay the 

overhead costs that everyone 
contributes to.

Meal plans are unfair to underclassmen
CLAIRE FERGUSON
STAFF COLUMNIST

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to the 
most recent staff  editorial, entitled 
“Finally, a candidate who can 
multitask.” Due to recent allega-
tions, the article disdainfully urges 
people to vote for Herman Cain 
because he not only “shows just 
what kind of  moral and upstand-
ing citizen he is,” but “no other 
candidate appears to…[be] singu-
larly qualified to run the country.” 
First, these allegations against 
Cain are allegations. They may or 
may not be true. If  they are false, 
then the reputation of  an innocent 
man has been irrevocably smeared 
beyond repair. If  they are true, 
should a candidate or president’s 
sexual indiscretions take priority 
over his or her policies? 

The point is that several 

presidents, notably JFK—a known 
womanizer—allegedly engaged in 
adulterous affairs, and even FDR 
actually died in the presence of  his 
mistress. However, history highly 
regards these presidents. Second, 
during the impeachment of  Bill 
Clinton, many people insisted 
that his private life should be kept 
separate from his ability to run 
the country, and the majority of  
the Senate concurred. The nation 
has more pressing problems, they 
claimed, than delving into cases 
of  sexual promiscuity. 

In the end, for a highly regarded 
student newspaper, this staff  
editorial, albeit satirical, seems to 
miss the point.

 Sincerely,
 Isaac Amon
 Class of  2012

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BECKY ZHAO | STUDENT LIFE

Claire Ferguson is a freshman in Arts 
& Sciences. Write to Claire Ferguson 
CLAIRE.FERGUSON@STUDLIFE.COM.

Morriah Kaplan is a sophomore in Arts 
& Sciences. Write to Morriah Kaplan at  
MSKAPLAN@WUSTL.EDU.

Harris Engelmann is a junior in Arts & 
Sciences. Write to Harris Engelmann 
at  HENGELMANN@WUSTL.EDU.
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cadenza

I know how busy Washington 
University students are during 
the semester, so there are prob-
ably a lot of  movies you wanted 
to see but just couldn’t find the 
time to. Here are ten movies 
to watch over winter break (or 
during reading week, when any-
thing seems better than studying 
some more).

“50/50”: Wash. U. students 
are almost obligated to go see 
this comedy starring Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt in which he plays 
a character who discovers he 
has cancer but deals with it in 
an alternative way.

“The Descendants”: Everyone 
loves George Clooney mov-
ies, especially ones like this. 
The film tells how he deals 
with raising two children while 
simultaneously dealing with an 
unfaithful and comatose wife.

“Footloose”: A remake of  
the 1984 classic, “Footloose” 
chronicles the lives of  teenagers 
in a conservative Southern town 
who just want to dance.

“Like Crazy”: This movie, a 
2011 Sundance Film Festival 
favorite, tells a story many of  
us can relate to: the trials and 
tribulations of  a long-distance 
relationship. However, the 

couple in this movie must also 
deal with immigration rules and 
a 5-hour time difference.

“Moneyball”: Although I 
usually do not enjoy sports mov-
ies, this movie entertainingly 
shows how the Oakland A’s 
general manager Billy Beane put 
together a great baseball team 
despite a low budget. Besides, 
it’s not hard to stare at Brad Pitt 
for two hours.

“Martha Marcy May 
Marlene”: Starring Mary-Kate 
and Ashley Olsen’s little sister, 
this drama shows the plight of  
a woman trying to re-assimilate 
into society after leaving an 
abusive cult.

“New Year’s Eve”: Filled 
with every hotshot actor you 
could ever possibly imagine, 
from Robert De Niro to Lea 
Michele, this movie showcases 
the various ways New Yorkers 
spend their New Year’s Eves. 
(This movie technically hasn’t 
come out yet, but it opens 
while we are still in school, so 
the chances that you will see it 
before winter break are slim to 
none.)

“Our Idiot Brother”: With 
stellar performances by fan 
favorites Paul Rudd and Zooey 
Deschanel, this comedy pres-
ents the challenges and luxuries 
of  living with a lovable but 

irresponsible sibling.

“Tower Heist”: This action/
comedy cannot help but remind 
people of  the sad stories started 
by Bernie Madoff. The film tells 
the story of  a group of  staffers 
at a luxury hotel who decide 
to rob the ridiculously wealthy 
penthouse resident after his 
Ponzi scheme left them without 
adequate retirement plans.

“A Very Harold and Kumar 3D 
Christmas”: In the third install-
ment of  this hilarious trifecta, 
Harold and Kumar encounter 
shenanigans after accidentally 
burning Harold’s father-in-law’s 
prized Christmas tree.

When you’re studying for 
finals, you need quality music 
to fit your mood. (We know that 
calm music may be good when 
writing a paper, but it can’t be 
too calm that it’ll make you fall 
asleep when catching up on all 
the reading for that psychology 
final.) Instead of  wasting time 
aimlessly searching for music, 
here are some playlists with 
song suggestions.

Chill Playlist
Super stressed about an exam 
or paper? Put on this playl-
ist. It’s designed to calm you 
down and provides pleasant 
background noise that’s not too 
overwhelming.
1. Colbie Caillat: “What If ” 
2. Sara Bareilles: “Uncharted” 
or “King of  Anything”
3. Taylor Swift: Honestly, you 
can’t go wrong with any Taylor 
Swift song, so take your pick or 
add multiple. I know I’m con-
tent just listening to T-Swift as I 
study sometimes.
4. Adele: “Someone Like You”
5. Rascal Flatts and Natasha 
Bedingfield: “Easy”
6. Kelly Clarkson: “Mr. Know 
It All”
7. Parachute: “She (For Liz)”

Energy-infused Playlist
Need motivation to keep study-
ing for hours on end? This is 
basically your Top 40 playlist, 
designed to keep you energized 
and pump you up. Or if  this one 
doesn’t work, just find Barney’s 
pump-up mix from “How I Met 

Your Mother.” One will surely 
do the trick.
1. Katy Perry: “The One That 
Got Away” or “Hummingbird 
Heartbeat”
2. Lady Gaga: “The Edge of  
Glory”
3. Rihanna (feat. Calvin Harris): 
“We Found Love”
4. Nicki Minaj: “Super Bass”
5. David Guetta and Usher: 
“Without You”
6. Maroon 5 (feat. Christina 
Aguilera): “Moves Like Jagger” 
7. Selena Gomez: “Love You 
Like a Love Song”
8. Beyonce: “Love on Top”
9. Gym Class Heroes (feat. 
Adam Levine): “Stereo Heart”
10. Dev: “In the Dark”

Lyric-less Playlist
This playlist is ideal for those 
who prefer instrumentals or are 
distracted by song lyrics when 
studying.  
1. Classical music: Choose your 
favorite aria.
2. Movie scores: For this 
playlist, I recommend pick-
ing your favorite movies and 
looking up their scores. For 
example, I often listen to the 
“Love Actually” score when 
I’m studying but don’t want the 
distraction of  lyrics. Plus, by 
picking a favorite movie’s score, 
you’ll be reminded of  moments 
in the movie, which is bound to 
put a smile on your face, or at 
least put you in a happy state of  
mind.
3. Instrumentals of  your favorite 
songs: Great choices, if  you 
can find them. Don’t spend too 
much time searching, though. 
4. Music in another language: 

You can have lyrics, but you 
won’t actually understand 
them. Therefore, they can’t be 
distracting!

Christmas Playlist
Hoping to pass the time by 
getting in the Christmas spirit? 
Then this playlist is for you.
1. Mariah Carey: “All I Want 
for Christmas Is You”
2. Glee: “Extraordinary Merry 
Christmas”
3. Taylor Swift: “Christmas 
Must Be Something More”
4. Jackson 5: “Santa Claus Is 
Coming to Town”
5. Celine Dion: “O Holy Night”
6. Justin Bieber: “Mistletoe”
7. Britney Spears: “My Only 
Wish (This Year)”

Soundtrack Playlist
Feeling sentimental or need 
words of  encouragement? Then 
showtunes will probably be your 
best bet. Here are some of  my 
favorite songs from musicals 
and movies.
1. Wicked: “Defying Gravity”
2. Disney: There are so many 
quality Disney songs to choose 
from that are guaranteed to put 
you in a positive state of  mind. 
They’re fun and bring back 
childhood memories. A good 
choice to make you less stressed 
and more cheerful as you plod 
through all the studying. For 
extra cheer, find that wonderful 
“Mulan” tune.
3. Rent: “Seasons of  Love”
4. Hairspray: “You Can’t Stop 
The Beat”
5. Les Miserables: “On My 
Own” is a great song to listen 
to when you’re locked in the 

library at 3:55 a.m., essentially 
alone. Going solo all the way.  
6. Simon and Garfunkel: “Mrs. 
Robinson” 
7. The theme song from 
“Friends”: “I’ll Be There For 
You”
8. The theme song from 
“Cheers”: “Where Everybody 
Knows Your Name.” While you 
may not have watched “Cheers,” 

this song is very comforting and 
thus made the list.
9. Glee’s version of  “Don’t Stop 
Believin’”: Don’t stop believing 
that you can and will make it 
through finals. What better than 
“Glee” to inspire you to go the 
extra mile and achieve the best 
grade you can?

ELENA BELL
CADENZA REPORTER

JENNIFER GOLDBERGER
CADENZA REPORTER

Some playlists for reading week

Top 10 movies that you may have missed this semester

ANDREW SCHWARTZ | WARNER BROTHERS

Left: Joseph Gordon-Levitt, left, and Seth Rogen star in the R-rated film 50/50. Right: Lea Michele appears as Elise in New Line Cinema’s romantic comedy, “New Year’s Eve.”

CHRIS HELCERMANAS-BENGE | SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT



The Washington University 
men’s and women’s swimming 
and diving teams both finished 
second out of  six teams at the 
Wheaton Invitational on Friday 
and Saturday. 

The No. 13 men scored 
688 points, 202 behind first-
place finisher University of  
Wisconsin-Stevens Point. The 
No. 15 women scored 791, 25 
behind Stevens Point.

“The meet...was different 
than other meets because we 
had Thanksgiving break before 
it, so we got some rest. It wasn’t 
just about competing, but it 
was also about going too fast,” 
head coach Brad Shively said. 
“I thought we competed well. 
We did some videotaping and 
are going to go over a few things 
with the swimmers. We had a lot 
of  really fast swims. It was really 
good for team unity and good to 
[see] the young swimmers doing 
so well.”

The women’s team finished 
first in seven events, second in 
four and third in six.

“The meet went really well,” 
freshman Sara Taege said. “The 
girls were defending champs 
from last year, but we ended up 
getting second. It was the first 
actual midseason meet where we 
rested for it. We’re really train-
ing for February, so this was just 
a checkpoint to see where every-
one was.”

Taege was involved in four of  
the first-place finishes, with two 
individual victories. She won the 
500-yard freestyle in 5:06.37, 
with sophomore Grace Murray 
finishing third in 5:06.95.

“We had [swum] it in the 
morning in prelims, and I had 

[swum] next to the same girl in 
finals and prelims,” Taege said. 
“In prelims I had just touched 
her out. We were all pretty even 
until the last little bit, and this 
other girl and I had just fallen 
behind while the pace was pick-
ing up. And the last 50 everyone 
just goes all out. I just gave it my 
all and just kicked as hard as I 
could and pushed myself.”

Taege also won the 400-yard 
individual medley in 4:33.68, 
making an NCAA B cut, with 
sophomore Meghan Lam finish-
ing second in 4:42.17. 

The Wash. U. women also won 
the 400-yard freestyle relay and 
400-yard medley relay. Taege, 
freshman Jennifer Tartavull, 
and sophomores Chi Pham and 
Allison Siegel won the freestyle 
relay in 3:33.29. Pham, Murray, 
Tartavull and senior Catherine 
Rafferty-Millett finished the 400-
yard medley in 3:59.63. 

Pham played an important 
role in both victories, twice giv-
ing the Bears the lead for good. 
She also won individual races, 
the 100-yard backstroke (57.95 
for a B cut) and the 200-yard 
individual medley (2:07.84 for a 
B cut).

Rafferty-Millett finished third 
in the 200 individual medley in 
2:12.24.

“It was good to see the young 
swimmers, because we didn’t 
know how good they were. The 
upperclassmen were great lead-
ers,” Shively said. “They showed 
the young swimmers how to 
compete. The relays went a lot 
faster than I thought. There was 
good spirit in the team. We did a 
good job closing off  races.”

The men’s team finished first 
in six events, second in five and 
third in four.

Freshman Zane Turpin took 

first place and a spot in the 
Wash. U. record book, cruising 
in at 15:53.88 in the 1,650-yard 
freestyle, a time good enough 
for an NCAA B cut. Senior 
Chris Valach came in second at 
16:18.20.

Turpin also won the 400-yard 
individual medley and 200-yard 
butterfly, with times of  4:00.60 
and 1:54.15 respectively. His 
medley time was good enough 
for a B cut.

Valach placed in four races, 
the most among the Wash. U. 
men. In addition to his second-
place 1,650-yard freestyle finish, 
he came in second to Turpin in 
the 200-yard butterfly, only .29 
seconds behind. Valach’s other 
individual win came in the 500-
yard freestyle, during which he 
came from behind in the last 150 
yards to win.

“I just sped up at the end and 
had enough to win,” he said. 
“It’s a race strategy to wait until 
the end.”

Valach was part of  the 800-
yard freestyle relay team that 
came in first, along with soph-
omore Jason Wan, freshman 
Matt Nutter and junior Mark 
Minowitz. They finished in 
6:55.44.

Minowitz also captured the 
200-yard freestyle in 1:42.94 
with Nutter finishing third in 
1:44.19.

The swimming and diving 
teams now take some time off  
for winter break. The men return 
to action on Jan. 11 at Wabash 
College, while both teams will 
take part in the Washington 
University Invitational hosted 
in the I.E. Millstone Pool of  the 
Athletic Complex on Jan. 13 and 
14.
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outcome despite Augustana’s No. 1 
rank in the nation this year, Richter 
poured in 27 points to lead the Bears 
to a 71-68 victory and a champion-
ship in the 28th Annual Lopata 
Classic in the Washington University 
Field House on Friday and Saturday. 

Richter earned the tournament 
MVP honors for his sharpshoot-
ing title game performance, which 
included five three-pointers. 
Freshman forward Matt Palucki 
chipped in 12 points and nine 
rebounds. 

The Bears improved to 5-2 after a 
back-and-forth battle that consisted 
of 17 lead changes and 14 ties. The 
largest lead of the game for either 
team was six points.

“The fact that there weren’t a lot 
of big lead shifts spoke to how good 
of a game it was—that each team 
would give it their best punch and 
the other team would come back 
and do the same thing,” head coach 
Mark Edwards said. “Everybody 
stepped up. I thought a big factor 
in our game tonight was [that] the 

bench contributed a lot.”
Sophomore guard Kevin Bischoff  

and junior guard Max Needle com-
bined for 13 points on perfect 5-of-5 
shooting to lead the reserve unit, 
which outscored the Vikings bench 
23 to 11. Edwards’ rotation went 12 
deep against an Augustana lineup 
that included eight players over 6 feet 
7 inches. Despite the size disadvan-
tage, the Bears finished with a 26-14 
point advantage in the paint. 

Wash. U. grabbed a five-point lead 
with just under two minutes left in 
the first half, but Augustana closed  
the period out on an 8-0 run to climb 
on top 35-32.

The Bears seized some momen-
tum midway through the second half  
on a baseline drive by senior center 
Alex Toth and a fast break and one 
layup by Richter, which gave the 
Red and Green a 56-52 advantage. 
Shortly before, however, the Bears 
had picked up their tenth team foul, 
sending Augustana into the double 
bonus. The Vikings regained the 
lead, 59-58, before Richter took over. 

The team’s leading scorer drained 
a step-back three-pointer with a hand 
in his face for a 61-59 advantage with 
6:14 left, and another three with 
2:36 left put the Bears ahead 68-63. 
The Vikings responded with a three-
pointer of their own, but a pair of  
clutch free throws by freshman guard 
Brayden Teuscher and a suffocating 
Wash. U. defense sealed the deal. 

“It was a great Division III game, 
and for us to be able to win while 
[Augustana] played well…That’s 
pretty special for us,” Edwards said. 
“It’s one thing to beat a team when 
they’re not on their game, but I 
thought they were on their game 
tonight.”

After Augustana’s length and 
quickness on defense flummoxed 
the Bears into a 39 percent first-half  
shooting clip, they improved to 50 
percent in the second half. Wash. U. 
‘s defense held Augustana to 37 per-
cent shooting for the game, including 
29 percent from three-point territory.  

The Bears were coming off an 
84-72 win over Whittier College the 

previous night. Sixth man Teuscher 
scored a career-high 23 points to earn 
first-team all-tournament honors. 
Wash. U. received 14 points and six 
rebounds in the first half from Toth, 
who finished with 15 and 10, respec-
tively, for his third double-double of  
the year. Richter added 14 points. 

“I was just feeling my shot, and I 
don’t think [Whittier was] expecting 
that,” Toth said. “I think they were 
expecting [Richter and Teuscher] 
to tear them up, which they did. 
But I love to rebound, I love to play 
defense, and if I can score a few 
points, that’s fine, too. It’s whatever 
the team needs.”

Toth also helped the Bears match 
Whittier’s physicality in a rough-and-
tumble, frenetically paced contest.

“I’m usually a pretty physical 
player, so I actually really like when 
[the referees] don’t call as many 
whistles,” Toth said. 

Edwards had a slightly different 
take. 

“I really think Toth has been 
watching too much WWE,” 

Edwards joked, though he added 
that he had the same style of play in 
college and appreciates his center’s 
effort.

Although the unranked Bears 
(5-2, 0-0 UAA) are understandably 
excited by their success in the tour-
nament, Richter placed matters into 
perspective. 

“It’s just another step in the jour-
ney,” he said. “My freshman year, we 
won the [national championship], so 
all the guys understand it’s a long 
process. It’s not one game. Within a 
game, it’s not one possession—it’s 40 
minutes. So you put a bunch of them 
together, and that’s how you make 
it to the postseason, which is the 
ultimate goal. So we’ve got to learn 
from this one and keep building the 
team and going forward.”

Wash. U. hopes to continue its roll 
on Wednesday night against Webster 
University in the Wash. U. Field 
House, and will then take on No. 13 
Wheaton College on Saturday night 
at 8 p.m.

ADAM WEINBERGER
SPORTS REPORTER

Swimming and diving teams take 
second at Wheaton Invitational

Getting an earlier-than-usual 
start to their winter campaign, the 
Washington University track and 
field teams kicked off their 2012 sea-
son in 2011 with a good showing at 
the Illinois Wesleyan First Chance 
Meet in Bloomington, Ill.

While official scoring did not 
take place at the meet, a number of  
Bears on both the men’s and women’s 
teams put up quality performances. 
The men’s side posted seven individ-
ual event winners while the women’s 
side posted five.

In addition to the 4-x-400 meter 
relay, which placed in first by 1.48 
seconds, six different members of  
the men’s team won one event each. 
Among these performances was 
senior Tyler Jackson’s time of 7.73 
seconds in the 55-meter hurdles, 
which met the provisional qualifying 
time.

“Posting a 7.73 in December is 
exciting, but it’s only the beginning. 
That will not stay at the top of the list 
for long. I have a lot I can and need to 
do in order to drop my time,” Jackson 
said.

Two other Bears put up winning 
times in a pair of track events. Junior 
Ryan Doll took the 200-meter dash 
in 23.21 seconds, while sophomore 
Arthur Townsend won the 300-meter 
dash with a mark of 36.48 seconds.

The men’s side also put up win-
ners in three field events. Freshman 
Troy Makous excelled in his Wash. 
U. debut with a winning mark of  
4.27 meters in the pole vault, junior 
Tom Arnold’s 12.97 meters in the 
shot put nudged out fellow Bears Ian 
Montague (12.76 meters) and Zach 
Lonneman (12.58 meters), and senior 
Justin Pieper took the high jump at 
1.95 meters.

“The team was really excited for 
the early meet this year. It gave us a 

stronger sense of direction for our fall 
training and now we have a concrete 
point to compare our fall seasons 
with our return after break,” Jackson 
said. “I know I had been looking 
forward to the meet all year, and espe-
cially after Thanksgiving break. It was 
a very welcome change of pace.”

The women’s team’s five victories 
were highlighted by the efforts of  
sophomore Jasmine Williams, who 
won both the long jump and the high 
jump for the Bears. Her mark of 1.65 
meters in the high jump was good for 
a provisional qualifying time, and her 
mark of 5.02 meters in the long jump 
won the event by .03 meters.

“I was hoping I would do well but 
in no way did I expect to clear the 
provisional height anytime soon,” 
Williams said. “I guess I was just feel-
ing really springy and excited to be 
jumping competitively again.”

Sophomore Anna Etherington also 
met a provisional mark, as her 3.35 
meters in the pole vault gave her the 
win. Sophomore Shannon Howell 
won the women’s 55-meter hurdles in 
8.79, and junior Anne Diaz-Arrastia 
took the triple jump to round out the 
women’s winners.

Despite no team scores, both 
squads came out of the meet with a 
positive attitude and felt that it was a 
good way to get things started before 
meets begin on a more regular basis 
in January.

“Eventually most of us liked the 
fact that our first meet was before 
winter break because it gave us a 
chance to see that our fall training has 
paid off rather than having to come 
back after winter break, where we 
sometimes don’t train as hard, and 
[are] slightly disappointed with our 
first meet,” Williams said.

The track and field teams will 
compete again at Illinois Wesleyan in 
their next meet, the Illinois Wesleyan 
Double Dual Meet on Jan. 14.

KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Track teams get indoor 
season started early
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Left: Senior Dylan Richter tries to get past a defender in the opening round of the Lopata Classic on Friday night against Whittier College. Richter was the tournament MVP. Right: Washington University 
Bears fans storm the court after the men’s basketball team upset No.1-ranked Augustana College 71-68 Saturday night in the championship game of the Lopata Classic basketball tournament.
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