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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
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authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
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1, 2005.
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the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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I
n late October, health 
officials in St. Louis noti-
fied the general public 
of  an E. coli outbreak in 

the region. Speculation pointed 
toward lettuce at five Schnucks 
supermarkets as the source 
of  the deadly bacteria (which 
is now not proven), and offi-
cials from both the Food and 
Drug Administration and the 
Centers for Disease Control 
were summoned to St. Louis for 
investigation and treatment. On 
Tuesday, the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch reported that 30 cases 
were confirmed in the area. 
According to information from 
the Mayo Clinic, healthy adults 
will usually recover from an E. 
coli infection, but severe cases 
can lead to life-threatening forms 

of  kidney failure. 
Despite this risk in an area 

so proximate to Washington 
University, school officials did 
not inform the community of  
contamination. Although we 
recognize that the risk of  E. coli 
infections to most college-aged 
men and women is relatively 
low, a lack of  formal notice from 
University officials fails to take 
advantage of  the resources that 
already exist for events like these. 

Most students are familiar 
with the University’s emergency 
notification system, primarily 
through emails and text mes-
sages we receive during its 
periodic testing. The system is 
intended not only to inform stu-
dents of  major threats to safety 
such as an armed intruder, but 

also more manageable situations 
like severe weather. The threat 
from an E. coli contamination 
at local grocery stores seems to 
coincide with the purposes of  
this system. Had the University 
lacked a vehicle to easily inform 
students about the threat of  E. 
coli, perhaps it would have been 
understandable for it to remain 
silent; however, the means to 
inform students about a local E. 
coli contamination are clearly in 
place. 

While repetitive text mes-
sages prompting students for 
a response to indicate receipt 
would be over the top, a 
University-wide email could 
have efficiently provided us with 
information about the bacte-
ria, the health risks it poses, 

symptoms of  an infection, and 
how to avoid coming in con-
tact with the pathogen. While 
college-aged students often 
take it upon themselves to read 
local news, the assumption that 
perusal of  local headlines would 
provide adequate information to 
all students about E. coli could 
be dangerous. An uninformed 
student could get extremely sick. 

While some might argue that 
the threat of  E. coli was not 
severe enough to warrant a noti-
fication from the University, this 
also raises the point that word 
from trusted officials might have 
calmed students unduly wor-
ried about risks to their health. 
A simple message that warned 
students of  the potential risk of  
consuming E. coli-contaminated 

food could also provide assur-
ance that the University does not 
sell food from tainted sources in 
campus eateries, or provide a list 
of  safe restaurants and grocery 
stores for students to shop who 
frequently eat off  campus. If  the 
University took steps to protect 
its students from the dangerous 
bacteria, we were completely 
unaware. 

In the future, the University 
should clarify major public 
health issues in the city of  St. 
Louis for students. While the 
probability of  serious health 
consequences may be low in 
these cases, taking preventative 
measures as simple as a mass 
email could save both students 
and faculty from consuming 
contaminated products.

The University should provide more warning 
in cases of potential health hazards
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I
’ll start off  by saying 
that I enjoy watching 
sports and that I have a 
basic fondness for three 

teams: the St. Louis Cardinals, 
the Carolina Panthers and the 
University of  North Carolina 
Tar Heels. The first, obvi-
ously, is due to the fact that I 
go to school in St. Louis and 
never had a home baseball 
team before 2008 when I came 
here. The second and third 
are mostly geographical affili-
ations—the Panthers are my 
hometown team (their stadium 
is in Charlotte) and both of  my 
parents attended UNC.

But if  you were to get down to 

brass tax, I’m not a particularly 
dedicated fan to any of  these 
teams. Despite knowing the 
Tar Heels’ fight song, I couldn’t 
tell you a single statistic that 
isn’t related to their few recent 
NCAA Championships and the 
fact that Michael Jordan got his 
start there. I know Cam Newton 
was a really big acquisition for 
the Panthers, but despite his tre-
mendous stats, we haven’t been 
winning. Even if  they showed 
Panthers games at more than 
one place in St. Louis, I doubt 
I’d spend my Sundays watching 
their games. The Cards, too, 
are victims of  my fair-weather 
fandom. It’d be a lie to say 
that I wasn’t stoked when they 
won the World Series—in the 
middle of  my senior year, no 

less—and I absolutely went 
downtown to celebrate; but I 
have only attended two of  their 
games in my four years here. I 

also don’t own a single article 
of  Cardinals gear—though I do, 
oddly enough, have a baseball 
cap for both the Tar Heels and 
the Panthers.

Once, a friend from 
home who attends another 
Midwestern university called 
me out for not being a “true” 
Panthers fan. For a while, I was 

intent on proving him wrong, 
but I soon realized that being 
a fair-weather fan isn’t so bad. 
A school like Washington 
University attracts students 
from all around the country, 
and therefore all kinds of  sports 
fans. Sometimes, I have to root 
for one team—like Auburn in 
last year’s national champion-
ship, because my sister goes 
there and is a huge fan—but my 
lack of  a solid affiliation gives 
the act of  watching a game a 
good baseline level of  enjoy-
ment. Hey, at least I’m up-front 
about it. There are always those 
fair-weather fans who pretend 
they liked the team all along.

The benefits of  being a real 
fan, I’m sure, are wonderful—
there’s a sense of  pride when 

your team finally brings home 
the pennant or the trophy; but I 
go to a Division III school, and 
sports aren’t my main focus. 
I guess if  there’s any team I 
should root for, it’d be our 
Wash. U. Bears. While it’s nice 
to be able to cheer unabashedly 
for whatever team is winning, 
there’s nothing like having a 
home team that you can really 
call your own. Now, if  that 
home team can maybe make 
it to the playoffs again, then 
maybe I’ll finally start watching. 
Even the Bears need their own 
fair-weather fans.

The perks of fair-weather fandom
CHASE FERREE
FORUM EDITOR

Chase Ferree is a senior in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to Chase Ferree at 
CHASE.FERREE@STUDLIFE.COM

I soon realized that 
being a fair-weather 

fan isn’t so bad
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Serving part-time in the Air National Guard, you’ll have an  
entire team of like-minded individuals who want to help you 
get ahead. You can choose from nearly 200 career specialties, 
and develop the high-tech skills you need to compete in  
today’s world. You also train close to home, all while receiving  
a steady paycheck, benefits and tuition assistance. Talk to a  
recruiter today, and see how the Air National Guard can help 
you succeed. 

AND AN ENTIRE TEAM 
TO HELP YOU 

CAREER TRAINING. MONEY FOR COLLEGE.   

SUCCEED.
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WORD
ON THE STREET

Jordan Raisher, junior

“Physics 198! As opposed to 197, which is a review of high school physics, it’s 
a survey of all the interesting things like quantum mechanics, electricity and 
magnetism and thermodynamics. It gives people a new view about the laws of 
the universe that they’re not usually exposed to.”

Stephanie Miller, sophomore

“Cultural Anthropology. I felt it really opened my eyes to the ways people can 
live and the different aspects of family that you can study, like the structures 
of families. I thought it was really interesting.”

Adira Vinograd, junior

“Business in Israel. It was the greatest 
class that I’ve ever taken. You have 
to apply for it, so apply now! Even if 
you’ve been to Israel before, it really 
opens your eyes to their economic 
conditions. It doesn’t matter 
whether or not you have a business 
background; I don’t have any at all.  I 
highly recommend that class.”

Ian Suiter, sophmore

“Poetry Writing 1. It’s a laid-back 
course based solely on writing 
poetry. If you’re interested in poetry 
or writing in general, it’s a good way 
of getting past the boring Writing 1 
composition stuff.”

Charling Chen, junior

“Community Building in the Architecture school. It’s with Bob Hansmen, and 
people do a lot of individual growth.”

Isaiah Sommers, senior

“Drugs, Brain and Behavior. There’s a lot of neuroscience but it’s cool to see 
how drugs can change behavior and see how they affect us on a cellular level.”

Stephen Bonser, junior

“Fiction Writing. It’s like the free-est 
class you could have. You can write 
about whatever you want. I wrote 
about a zombie invasion and an alien 
attack. Freedom.”

Marie Mikhail, senior

“Chaucer with Lawton. He’s an expert 
on the area. He’s also acted in like 
a million plays, and he’ll say things 
like ‘When I was in Shakespeare...’ It 
was awesome. Also, Brown in the U. 
College is teaching Conversations in 
Spanish Cinema. You watch a lot of 
Argentinian films.”

ALL PHOTOS BY DAVIS SARGEANT | STUDENT LIFE

What class should 
people take and why?












