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STAFF EDITORIAL

T
his weekend, 35 
Washington University 
students went to 
Washington, D.C. 

to join with other protestors in 
forming a ring around the White 
House. They were protesting the 
proposed Keystone XL pipeline, 
a project that would connect the 
Canadian tar sands to oil refiner-
ies in Okla. and Texas.

The ring is part of  an effort to 
convince President Barack Obama 
to stop the proposal. Because 
it crosses national borders, the 
president is in a unique position 
to discontinue the pipeline.

We believe that these 35 stu-
dents have the right idea. They 
have formed their opinions on 

the proposal, decided to protest 
its creation and have travelled 
18 hours to our nation’s capital 
in order to make those opinions 
known. They were only given 
$600 in funding by Student 
Union, getting the remainder of  
the money from other willing 
student groups.

They’ve also got the right idea 
about the pipeline itself. While we 
recognize just how desperate the 
country is for jobs and how much 
people are hurting right now, we 
think that the pipeline is not the 
way to create those jobs, and the 
potential benefits to the economy 
do not outweigh the dangers of  
the pipeline.

The pipeline is going to cross 

the entire Midwest. If  there is a 
leak, it has the potential to con-
taminate huge swaths of  land and 
millions of  gallons of  ground-
water that form the basis for the 
Midwest’s farming economy.

This is not something that can 
simply be shrugged off. This pipe-
line is in everyone’s backyard.

Most of  the pipeline will be 
underground, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s safe. There was just 
a 5.8 magnitude earthquake in 
Okla. this past weekend, and a 
pipeline in Yellowstone ruptured 
last July, spilling 1,000 barrels of  
oil.

There is obviously danger in 
any form of  energy creation, but 
as the Deepwater Horizon spill 

made clear, even if  the technology 
is available to make sure that a 
spill is immediately cut off, it does 
not mean that everything is under 
control or completely fixed. 

There is no guarantee that 
TransCanada (the creator of  the 
pipeline) will cut no corners, and 
there is no guarantee that the 
U.S. government can adequately 
regulate this long of  a pipeline, 
especially with its previous fail-
ures at containing oil spills. The 
risks do not outweigh the benefits.

We are incredibly impressed 
that there are students at Wash. 
U. who are willing to travel that 
far just to protest an oil pipeline. 
Their dedication to their beliefs 
should be admired and replicated 

in the wider student body.
Even if  the pipeline goes 

through, these efforts will not 
necessarily have been for naught. 
They might inspire better regula-
tion of  the pipeline or greater 
protests the next time a large 
oil-related project comes up for 
debate.

No matter what happens to 
the pipeline, these students are 
doing the right thing. They are 
protesting a potentially danger-
ous pipeline and standing up 
for their beliefs. They should be 
commended and encouraged, and 
we should all try to learn from the 
example of  their activism, and, 
next time around, maybe go with 
them.

Y
ou know, the one behind 
Kingsbury. Where the 
Washington University 
Police Department 

patrols and garbage is collected. It’s 
a veritable hallmark of student living 
here at Wash. U., renowned for it’s 
beauty and culture. I say we occupy 
it. Everyone else is occupying things 
these days. Let’s take it for our own 
and turn it into some glorious hip-
pie shantytown. Chances are the 
tents have nicer floors than Roberts 
Realty buildings. We can cook 
squirrels over trash fires! It will give 
us a chance to be one with nature, to 
come together as a community and 
to show the permanent residents of  
Ames Place how committed we are 
to our neighborhood. 

Isn’t the Occupy movement for 
the disgruntled 99 percent? Yes, it 
is. But we can easily turn ourselves 
into a really intimidating 99 percent. 
So why are we disgruntled? Because 
we are students. What do we hate? 
Everything. Let’s grow our collective 

beards, don eyeglasses with prescrip-
tion-less lenses and flex our Occupy 
muscles. Put one car at the entrance 
on Kingsland, another at the 
entrance on Melville and let’s shut 
it down. Sure, no one will be able to 
drive to and from their apartments 
in the alley, but we’re Occupiers. We 
bike, because cars are a product of  
the corporate American machine 
that suffocates us each and every day 
with their subliminal advertising and 
their lobbyists and…Why can we do 
this? Because it’s a movement, and, 
apparently, movements these days 
don’t need a purpose. 

I was never initially opposed to 
the Occupy Wall Street movement. 
It seemed reasonable that the jobless 
would be upset at the uneven dis-
tribution of wealth in this country. 
They have every right to protest. But 
as the occupying has spread from 
Wall Street to other areas across the 
country, I have stopped considering 
it valid. The more news coverage the 
movement receives, the more ridicu-
lous it appears. There’s no cohesion, 
there’s no clear goal. It seems more 
like a way for those without jobs 

to congregate and pass their days, 
compiling all their misery into one 
shapeless, directionless “Maury” 
special. 

I’m not bashing unemployment. 
It’s too high right now. But to say 
that sitting around Zucotti Park 
bothering bankers that work very 
hard for their money is a productive 
way of getting jobs back is ridicu-
lous. You know what would help 
you get a job? Actively searching for 
one. The Occupy movement doesn’t 
seem to be addressing the problem 

of wealth discrepancy. More likely, 
it seems to be annoyed with the fact 
that Goldman Sachs is there at all. 
They aren’t raising awareness; they 
are getting mocked and are trivial-
izing the issue at hand. 

So as I sit here, with my butt 
comfortably occupying my couch, 
thinking about the wonders that 
could come from occupying the 
alley behind my apartment, I real-
ize it’s a ridiculous idea. But that’s 
OK, because we’d have more valid 
reasons than those occupying the 

park in front of the Jimmy John’s 
in Bloomington, Ind. right? There’s 
too much mayo on your sand-
wiches! Please put less mayo on 
the sandwiches so I can go home to 
my wife and child and take a damn 
shower! Otherwise I will continue to 
play hacky sack in a fruitless effort to 
either inconvenience you or prove a 
point. Whichever comes first. 

Occupy the alley 
CHARLIE LOW
FORUM EDITOR

Charlie is a senior in Arts & Sciences. 
Write to Charlie Low at  
CHARLIE.LOW@STUDLIFE.COM

The dangers of the Keystone Pipeline

EDITORIAL CARTOON The importance of skepticism

R
ecently, Washington 
University was part 
of  a larger study 
that contradicts the 

World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) statement from earlier 
this year that suggests a cor-
relation between cellular phone 
usage and cancer. Prior to the 
WHO release, numerous studies 
failed to find any link between 
the low-frequency radio waves 
used in cellular phones and 
any sort of  cancer. Wash. U. 
researchers found evidence, 
using laboratory rats, that 
agrees with the previous consen-
sus regarding cellphone usage. 
Occasions like this reiterate 
the importance of  the scientific 
method and the reproducibility 
of  data. The number one rule 
in statistical analysis is that cor-
relation is not causation—even 
though one study shows that 
two things often occur together, 
such a relationship does not 
prove that the one causes the 
other.  

This is where data repro-
ducibility becomes incredibly 
important. It may be incredibly 
difficult to find the causation 
mechanism that links the two.  
In this case, a mountain of  

evidence contradicts the WHO 
announcement and, therefore, 
the release should be treated 
with great skepticism. Indeed, 
with regard to medical studies, 
such cases have occurred before, 
notably with research that 
linked estrogen with heart dis-
ease prevention in women and 
also with the study that linked 
vaccination to an increased 
chance of  autism. In the first 
example, estrogen was later 
found by the National Institutes 
of  Health not to decrease the 
risk of  heart disease but instead 
to increase the risk of  stroke 
and deep vein thrombosis.  

Perhaps a better-known 
example of  a medical study 
being overturned upon closer 
examination is the link between 
vaccinations and autism. 
First published in 1998 in The 
Lancet, British researcher Dr. 
Andrew Wakefield report-
edly found evidence for a link 
between the measles, mumps 
and rubella vaccine and an 
increased risk of  autism in 
children. Over the next decade, 
repeated studies failed to find 
any additional evidence to sup-
port this connection. Evidence 
was discovered that suggested 
Dr. Wakefield, who worked 
at University College London 
and for the pharmaceutical 

companies Immunospecifics 
Biotechnologies Ltd. and 
Carmel Healthcare Ltd., 
falsified some of  the data for 
the study. The case of  Dr. 
Wakefield, who has since been 
discredited and decertified, is a 
reminder not only of  the impor-
tance of  academic honesty, but 
also about the importance that 
others be able to find similar 
results when conducting the 
same experiment. 

 Almost no one will deny the 
medical benefits of  vaccination, 
just as very few would willingly 
give up their cellular phones. In 
order to encourage such drastic 
changes, scientific data must be 
certain. Therefore, as consum-
ers, we should be doubtful of  
such studies that seem to contra-
dict the larger body of  known 
evidence, rather than believe 
everything that is printed, even 
in supposedly reputable sources. 

Instead of  attempting to live 
without cellphones because they 
may cause cancer, it is much 
better that we remain wary and 
skeptical, remembering that the 
vast body of  scientific evidence 
refutes this claim.

ALEX BERNSTEIN
STAFF COLUMNIST

BECKY ZHAO | STUDENT LIFE

AVIYA LANIS | STUDENT LIFE
Alex Berstein is a sophomore in Arts 
& Sciences. Write to Alex Bernstein at 
ALEX.BERNSTEIN@STUDLIFE.COM

Locks of  Love:

Bringing Edward’s 
Scissorhands to Wash. U.



The Washington University 
women’s soccer team, ranked 
fourteenth, defeated No. 25 
University of  Chicago for the 
first time since 2006 to clinch 
second place in the University 
Athletic Association standings.

Wash. U. won 1-0 behind 
sophomore Jen Reed’s third goal 
of  the season. She scored unas-
sisted from 35 yards out, blasting 
the ball into the top corner of  the 
net. This 76th-minute goal was 
the only score of  the game.

“It felt fantastic [to get the 
win]. It was a goal of  ours to 
beat Chicago. Jen Reed’s shot 
was amazing, absolutely amaz-
ing,” senior co-captain Emma 
Brown said. “We haven’t beaten 
them the last few years, and it 
felt really good; it was a great 
way to end off  regular season 
play.”

Each team had a number of  
chances. Both ended with 12 
shots, although the Bears had 
seven shots on goal, one more 

than Chicago. The first half  was 
controlled by the Maroons, see-
ing them get 10 shots in the first 
45 minutes. Junior goalkeeper 
Clara Jaques finished with six 
saves to record her fifth shutout 
of  the year.

“Especially in the first half  
we had some scary defensive 
moments, and our amazing 
goalie stopped all of  them, and 
also we had everyone on the 
bench,” senior co-captain Lee 
Ann Felder said. “In the first 
half, our back-up goalie [junior] 
Caitlin Heim wasn’t playing in 
goal, and she went in on the field 
because we needed someone to 
play forward, and she was ready 
and went in and did great, which 
was awesome because she had 
never played on the field in a 
game before.” 

In the second half, the Bears 
took over, limiting Chicago to 
two shots while taking eight of  
their own, culminating in Reed’s 
goal. The Red and Green also 
had four corner kicks in the sec-
ond half, to finish with six for 
the game.

“[Head coach Jim Conlon] 
said that we really need to come 
out and seize the game like we 
do in the second half  because 
again we start slow and then 
play better in the second half. 
That’s been our theme in the 
season—so positive—but we 
need to figure out how to come 
out strong in the first half, too,” 
Felder said.

Wash. U. picked up a team yel-
low card late in the second half. 
For the game, Chicago had nine 
fouls to only five for the Bears, 
and each team was called off-
sides twice. 

With a positive end to the 
regular season, the team looks 
forward to Monday’s selection 
show for the Division III post-
season, which will air at 12:30 
p.m.

“We’re just looking forward to 
the next game, waiting to see if  
we make the tournament [and] 
who we’re playing,” Brown said.  
“[We’ll] try to carry the grit that 
it took to win the game against 
Chicago into tournament play.”
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After establishing a three-
game winning streak, the 
Washington University football 
team knew that playing Case 
Western Reserve University, who 
had a record of  7-1, would be a 
challenge and test of  their abili-
ties to play at a high level. 

The last time these two teams 
met, the Bears came out sharp, 
beating the Spartans 14-13. The 
story was different on Saturday, 
as turnovers and missed scoring 
opportunities proved to be costly. 
The Bears’ offense could not find 
the end zone afterward while 
the defense could not stop the 
Spartans from settling for field 
goals, resulting in a 16-6 loss.

“Our kids played hard, and 
they are a pretty [good] foot-
ball team,” head coach Larry 
Kindbom said. “You can’t make  
mistakes against [Case Western] 
and we did. If  you make mis-
takes, you’re going to lose. Pretty 
simple.”

Wash. U. came out strong in 
the first half, as junior quarter-
back Dan Burkett and junior 
running back Chris Castelluccio 
led the offense down the field 
to long drives. Both the run-
ning and passing game seemed 

to work well on the first three 
drives. On the second drive, 
Wash. U.’s offense drove the 
ball to Case Western’s 15-yard 
line, giving the Bears a chance 
to score first. However, junior 
kicker Eric Chalifour missed 
the 32-yard field goal as the 
ball sailed wide left. Chalifour’s 
uncharacteristic inaccuracy con-
tinued to plague him throughout 
the game. He missed the extra 
point after senior wide receiver 
Easton Knott’s 55-yard touch-
down catch and a 27-yard field 
goal in the third quarter. 

“I was really surprised,” Knott 
said. “Eric is an incredibly con-
sistent kicker, and it seems like 
he never misses a kick. Everyone 
always has a bad day, but our 
loss isn’t his fault. If  our offense 
is forced to settle for field goals, 
we need to [do] our job better.”

The Bears’ defense played 
sharply throughout the first half, 
forcing the Spartans to punt the 
ball on their first three drives. 
After Case kicked a field goal 
on its fourth drive, the team’s 
offense gained confidence and 
rhythm in the passing and run-
ning games, which lead to long 
drives into the red zone and gave 
Wash. U.’s defense a hard time. 
The Spartans converted three of  
their four scoring attempts while 

the Bears went zero for two. 
In the second half, Case made 

some adjustments on defense 
to counter the Bears’ offensive 
strategy, forcing Wash. U. to 
punt on most of  its drives and 
picking off  Burkett on a drive 
that looked hopeful in the third 
quarter. 

Kindbom put in junior quar-
terback Adam Banks in the 
fourth quarter, hoping he would 
bring some spark to the offense.

“We needed touchdowns in 
order to have a shot at winning,” 
Kindbom said, “So I thought 
maybe Adam Banks could help 
us. He did a fairly good job, but 
we came up short.”

Despite the loss, the Bears are 
still looking forward to their last 
game of  the season, on Saturday 
at home against one of  their 
biggest rivals, the University 
of  Chicago. If  Wash. U. wins, 
it  will take possession of  the 
Founders Cup, commemorat-
ing the first University Athletic 
Association game between the 
two schools. 

“That game will be the last day 
to put on our pads for the team 
as seniors,” Knott said. “It’s 
senior day, so we’re motivated to 
go [out] as winners. They stole 
it from us last year and we want 
it back.”

DEREK SHYR
SPORTS REPORTER

ADAM WEINBERGER
SPORTS REPORTER

TREVOR LEUZINGER
SPORTS REPORTER

Turnovers, missed 
opportunities cost Bears 
against Case Western

Men’s soccer earns share 
of UAA title

Women’s soccer tops Chicago, 
earns second place in UAA

The No. 18 Washington University 
men’s soccer team wrapped up its 
regular season by earning a share of  
the University Athletic Association 
Championship on Saturday. 

The Bears took the title with a 
2-0 win against the University of  
Chicago. Case Western Reserve 
University took home the other half  
of the conference championship and 
the automatic NCAA tournament 
bid associated with it because of a 2-1 
victory over Wash. U. on Oct. 30.

“We had most of our players back 
from injury, so that helped,” head 
coach Joe Clarke said. “We came 
with the mindset knowing we had 
to win, and Chicago is a good team 
despite what their record says.”

Starting goalie Jonathan Jebson 
returned to the lineup after leaving 
the previous game because of injury; 
midfielders Michael Flowers and 
Jeremy Kirkwood also returned from 
injuries. All three played important 
roles in the victory.

“[Jonathan Jebson] made a lot of  
saves,” Clarke said. “[Sophomore] 
Michael [McCarthy] did a great job 
in his place last game, but [Jebson] is 
a special goalie.”

Jebson, a sophomore, made four 
saves on Saturday, recording his 
eighth shutout in the process and 
bringing his goals against average 
down to 0.56.  Wash. U. was sec-
ond in the UAA with just 13 goals 
allowed.

“We knew we needed to win com-
ing into the game,” Jebson said. “We 
were rattled the week before with two 
losses, but we only have three losses 
on the season, so we knew we just 
needed to play our game.”

Kirkwood scored the game’s first 
and winning goal in the 39th minute. 

Despite a tight angle, he managed to 
beat the keeper to the upper corner. 
Senior Cody Costakis was credited 
with the assist. It was Kirkwood’s 
fifth goal of the season and Costakis’ 
eighth assist, giving him the team lead 
with 18 points.

Freshman Pay Estakhri scored 
the game’s second and final goal in 
the 72nd minute, clinching the vic-
tory. Costakis was involved again 
with a long ball that beat the Chicago 
defense. This time Brian Wright 
was credited with the assist. It was 
Estakhri’s second goal of the season.

“I’ve been trying to find time for 
Pay [Estakhri] to play this season,” 
Clarke said. “He’s gotten a lot of time 
due to injuries, and he’s done really 
well during the time he’s been on the 
field.”

Despite being outshot 16-12, 
Wash. U. was able to control the ball 
and the tempo, leading Chicago in 
corner kicks 7-1. Wash. U. has scored 
a number of goals off corner kicks 
this season, and Clarke said corners 
were something they did rehearse a 
lot in practice.

“We won because we played hard 
and worked really hard,” Clarke said. 
“Chicago put a lot of pressure on us, 
but we managed to control the flow 
of the game.”

The NCAA tournament starts 
on Nov. 10, and the seeding will be 
released later today. It is a 60-team 
single-elimination tournament. The 
top four seeds receive first-round byes.

“We want to build off the Chicago 
game and ignore the losses. Our first 
tournament game is huge,” Jebson 
said. “Definitely we need to close 
up the spaces, stop fouling and block 
shots. It’s all about putting your body 
on the line and seeing who will sacri-
fice for the win.

“We want to prove to the country 
how good we are.”

Sophomore defensive lineman Seth Wight (left) and senior linebacker Corey Terman (right) prepare to tackle Case West-
ern’s Dan Calabrese on Saturday, Nov. 5. The Bears were defeated 16-6.
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posted an anemic .108 mark. 
In the Bears’ team huddle after 

going down 2-0, the coaching staff  
let players do most of the talking and 
motivating, according to Fisher. But 
Budde credited the coaches’ game 
planning for turning the tide in the 
Bears’ favor. 

“We made a few minor adjust-
ments with our defense as well as 
our offense, kind of spreading the 
ball around more, mixing up our 
plays in the front row, as far as hit-
ting was concerned,” Budde said. 
“It kind of threw off their block and 
their defense, and I don’t think they 
were expecting some of the things 
we threw at them. And we definitely 
picked up our serving game in the 
last three sets, and that helped us 
out tremendously because it put [the 
Emory players] out of system and 
made them unable to run the plays 
that they wanted to run.”

In the first round of UAA tour-
nament on Friday, the Bears held 
Carnegie Mellon to a .097 hitting per-
centage; they then pounded Chicago 
with a .415 percentage in the second 
round. Pang recorded 14 digs against 
Chicago to move into second place 
all-time at Wash. U. with 1,753. 

Beating Emory was the cherry on 
top of an already-satisfying weekend. 

“It was obvious, especially in the 
third game against Chicago and 
then the third, fourth and fifth games 
against Emory, that we have what it 
takes skill-wise—it’s just a matter of  
executing it,” Fisher said. “The feel-
ing of togetherness that we had on 

our side of the court during those 
last three games, the teamwork that 
we had and just the feeling of team, 
is so incredible. Nothing else matters 
at that point.”

The Bears are playing without 
head coach Rich Luenemann, who 
has taken a leave of absence for per-
sonal reasons. He has been replaced 
by assistant coach Lisa Orlet, who 
said that the win over Emory “built 
up the girls’ confidence in themselves 
and their teammates.”

Wash. U. is expected to draw a 
No. 1 seeding in its NCAA regional 
bracket. Tournament placement will 
be released at 10 a.m. on Monday, 
and a live feed of the reveal will be 
shown in the Athletic Complex.

The university is slated to host 
the final three rounds of the NCAA 
tournament Nov. 18-20, meaning the 
Bears could have a chance to play 
in front of their home crowd for a 
national championship.

While Budde acknowledged the 
possibility is in the back of the play-
ers’ minds, she stressed that every 
team in the tournament starts with 
a 0-0 record. “Anybody could upset 
you at any time,” she said.

Budde said that the Bears’ defense, 
blocking and ball control have been 
strong suits while their serving game 
needs more practice.  

“We need to continue working on 
serving and serving tough because 
the further we go, the better teams are 
going to be at defense,” she said. “I 
think that’s the key point we’ll focus 
on a lot this week.”

VOLLEYBALL FROM PAGE 1

COURTESY OF WUSTL PHOTO SERVICES

The volleyball team poses with the UAA trophy after defeating Emory Univer-
sity at the UAA Championship on Saturday, Nov. 5.
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“What’s my game worth to 
you?” It’s a question that many 
independent game developers 
have been asking consumers 
increasingly often. Lately, the pay-
what-you-want pricing model has 
become more and more success-
ful, and other interesting pricing 
models are taking hold in the 
meantime. Here’s an overview of  
how indie developers are changing 
the way you pay for games.

I might be mistaken, but I 
believe the first use of  the pay-
what-you-want model was for the 
one-year birthday of  “World of  
Goo” in Oct. 2009. The game’s 
developer, 2D Boy, allowed people 
to buy the game, originally priced 
at $20, at any price they wanted, 
starting at a mere cent. The result 
was interesting, to say the least.

For the first week of  the sale, 
more than 57,000 people pur-
chased the game at an average 
of  $2.03, with sales of  $0.30 and 
below completely swallowed due 

to transaction fees. Somehow, 
it was still a huge success. The 
sheer volume of  sales turned out 
to make up for the incredibly low 
average price. 2D Boy was on to 
something.

In May 2010, the first Humble 
Indie Bundle was released, 
organized by Wolfire Games. It 
offered five games with the same 
pay-what-you-want model, with a 
slight twist. The amount consum-
ers paid could be split up between 
the developers and charities like 
Child’s Play. Over the two weeks 
the sale ran, the first Humble Indie 
Bundle managed to rack up more 
than a million dollars. A year 
and a half  later, the bundles are 
organized and the sales managed 
by Humble Bundle, Inc., a spin-off  
of  Wolfire Games. Including the 
first Humble Indie Bundle, these 
folks are currently running their 
sixth sale with no signs of  slowing 
down.

Just a few weeks ago, a new 
website offering bundles of  indie 
games popped up under the name 
of  Indie Royale, which launched 

with an unusual and frankly, 
confusing approach to pricing. The 
four games started out priced at a 
minimum of  $2, but as more bun-
dles were sold, that price went up. 
However, people who paid more 
than the current price would drive 
the minimum price down. Er, yes. 
I’m not entirely sure what the logic 
behind Indie Royale’s model is, but 
perhaps it will become clear if  they 
release more detailed statistics.

Beyond the wave of  pay-what-
you-want bundles, other indie 
studios have been experimenting 
with pricing models for yet-unre-
leased games. The development 
of  titles like Overgrowth and 
Project Zomboid is being funded 
through discounted pre-orders, 
which give customers access to the 

alpha phase of  the game and all 
subsequent versions. Fans who are 
willing to put money down for an 
unfinished product get the satisfac-
tion of  funding something they 
have faith in, and developers have 
more money to spend on improv-
ing their product.

Though I don’t doubt that indie 
studios’ pricing experiments are 
better for the consumer, I have 
lingering concerns as to whether 
they are better for the studios 
themselves. After buying so many 
indie bundles, I have to admit that 
my answer to “What’s my game 
worth to you?” has become less 
and less. I’m less likely to buy 
indie games at full price, because 
I know that there’s a good chance 
that I’ll be able to pay what I want 

for it shortly down the line. The 
Humble Bundle folks, which used 
to rarely release bundles, have put 
out three bundles in the past six 
months. Between the cutthroat 
pricing of  iOS games and the pay-
what-you-want sales of  PC games, 
indie studios might find their work 
being valued less and less.

I don’t think anybody quite 
knows where these pricing 
experiments will lead, but I have 
to applaud independent developers 
for giving consumers more flex-
ibility when buying their games. 
Who knows if  any of  these models 
will actually extend beyond the 
realm of  indie games, but in the 
meantime, I’ll be looking forward 
to whatever the indie studios think 
of  next.

Last week, Cadenza reviewed 
the new Justin Bieber Christmas 
album. Something else that 
happened last week? Halloween. 
For years, people have been 
lamenting the too-early start of  
the Christmas season, declar-
ing that people shouldn’t be 
allowed to start celebrating 
Christmas until Santa closes out 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. We in Cadenza had a 
debate about the early start of  
the Christmas season—one we 
decided to share with you.

POINT
As Justin Bieber proved 

last week, Christmas fever is 
already in full swing. Sure, it’s 
the best and most celebrated 
holiday in our fair country, and 
for good reason. It fosters the 
attitude our country was built 
upon—hooray for consumer-
ism! However, there is a limit to 
everything, and at this time in 
early November, Christmas is 
over that limit. Here are a few 
rules I believe we should follow 
to get Christmas back in its 
rightful place.

First, and this goes for all 

holidays, no celebrating until 
the preceding holiday has 
passed. So for She & Him, who 
released a Christmas album in 
October, that’s two strikes. This 
means you should wait until at 
least Nov. 25 to put up the tree 
this year, but feel free to give 
yourself  a couple more days 
to digest all that turkey. Black 
Friday exists for a reason—to 
celebrate the beginning of  
Christmas shopping.

Second, in America, 
Christmas conjures up thoughts 
of  Red Ryder pump-action BB 
guns, snow, hot chocolate and 
ugly sweaters. Too warm for all 
those? Then it’s too warm for 
Christmas. Don’t think the East 
Coast got a free pass for two full 
months of  roasted chestnuts, 
though. The first rule is the 
most important. But if  you have 
an abnormally warm December, 
at least wait for all the leaves to 
fall.

As it is, Christmas suffers 
from too much hype. Anything 
that gets built up for a couple 
months will be a letdown when 
it finally happens. Heck, lots of  
things will be a letdown if  they 
are built up for more than a few 
days. (See: Saturday’s “Game 
of  the Century” between 
Louisiana State University and 

the University of  Alabama.) If  
kids begin to have visions of  
sugar plums dancing in their 
heads in November, those socks 
from Grandma just won’t cut it 
by the time Christmas Day rolls 
around.

I enjoy Christmas music as 
much as the next person, but 
there is a limit to what any rea-
sonable being can stand, except 
for “Fairytale of  New York,” 
which I can listen to all year. 
“Feliz Navidad” blaring from 
mall speakers for days on end, 
however, is a fate almost as bad 
as working at the mall and try-
ing to maintain Christmas cheer 
for two months.

I hope you don’t think I’m 
a Grinch now. I don’t want to 
take away Christmas; I just want 
to make the preparation a bit 
shorter. You don’t need more 
than a day to shop anymore (Go 
to Amazon, they’ll even wrap it 
for you.) Happy Holidays! 
–Trevor Leuzinger

COUNTERPOINT
Let me start my article with 

this disclaimer: I’m Jewish. 
While my northern New Jersey 
town had a higher Jewish 
population than most towns, it 
was still part of  America and 
thus predominantly Christian. 

For years, I somewhat lamented 
the lack of  a Christmas tree in 
my house and the pretty themed 
ornaments I would never 
receive, but I reveled in help-
ing my friends decorate their 
Christmas trees. I never wanted 
to officially celebrate Christmas, 
though—I just wanted to join in 
to the celebration.

So, Christmas before 
Halloween? Not a problem for 
me. What’s the problem with a 
little holiday cheer a little early 
in the year? While Christmas 
decorations in a department 
store or a T-Mobile commercial 
have the power to make people 
smile, will they ever ruin any-
one’s day? I really doubt it.

Next, while holiday entertain-
ment becomes more common as 
the end of  the year draws closer 
and closer, it’s not ubiquitous. 
Simply, if  you have a problem 
with it, ignore it. You don’t 
want to hear Christmas carols 
as you’re driving in the car? 
Change the station. Don’t want 
to be assaulted by elves on your 
regular shopping trip? Wait a 
month—your wallets will prob-
ably thank you anyway. Sure, 
the countdown to the 25 Days 
of  Christmas on ABC Family is 
a little cheesy, but so is every-
thing else on that channel. The 

Christmas entertainment starts 
early so everyone can enjoy it. 
When you’re ready for holiday 
cheer, simply tune in.

How fun is it is to drive down 
a suburban road and compare 
the elaborate Christmas light 
decorations on every house? 
Beautifully lighted houses 
become (free) destinations on 
a boring weekend night, and 
the work some families put into 
their displays is amazing. Plus, 
extra lights make the neighbor-
hoods safer. Can’t argue with 
that.

Here’s the thing—the bad 
parts of  winter have already 
started arriving. The weather is 
getting colder and colder, and 
the sun sets before the work-
ing day ends. (How’s that for 
productivity?) We might as 
well enjoy the good parts of  
winter—the holiday cheer, the 
decorations, the anticipation 
that hoped-for presents bring—
early in the season. Otherwise, 
all we have to look forward to is 
pulling the heavy winter coats 
out of  the bottom of  our closets, 
and that’s just no fun. Don’t 
be a Grinch—enjoy Christmas 
when you can. Getting excited 
for turkey-induced comas can 
only last so long. 
–Andie Hutner

Point/Counterpoint: 
Does the Christmas season come too early?

TREVOR LEUZINGER  
& ANDIE HUTNER
CADENZA STAFF

Pay what you want 
A look at indie games’ experimental price models

MICHAEL YANG
VIDEO GAMES EDITOR

COURTESY OF 2DBOY

“World of Goo,” developed by 2D Boy, is one of the multi-platform games made available in the first Humble Indie Bundle, a set of five independently released games made available for download on a 
pay-what-you-want basis. Humble Bundle, Inc., released its latest set of games on Oct. 31, 2011.
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