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Student Life had the chance to 
speak with Mary Julia Bressman, 
current president of Alpha Omicron 
Pi, the newest sorority on campus, 
to ask about her experiences start-
ing a new sorority at Washington 
University.

Student Life: When was AOII 

actually added to Washington 
University’s Greek system?

Mary Julia: It was my freshman 
year, after recruitment in January of  
2009. 

SL: What was the process of  
getting a new sorority started on 
campus?

MJ: I was involved in the begin-
ning stages of the colonization period 
of AOII, so what happened was that 

individuals from AOII headquarters 
came to Wash. U.’s campus to get 
things started. They started tabling in 
the DUC and on the 40 after recruit-
ment was over in 2009, and then at 
that point, about a month after for-
mal recruitment was over, we all were 
pledged to AOII. About 50 girls were 
a part of the colonizing class. At this 

Becoming the new sorority
A recent surge in turnout for sorority recruitment has led to the decision of Greek life officials to add a new 

sorority to Washington University’s Greek community in spring 2013.
The organizations under consideration are Kappa Alpha Theta, Alpha Delta Pi, and Kappa Delta. 

Kappa Alpha Theta (Theta)
Established: 1870

Symbol: Kite

Colors: Black and gold

Flower: Black and gold pansy

Philanthropy: Court Appointed 

Special Advocates (CASA), which 

seeks to find safe, supportive, 

permanent homes for children 

who have been victims of abuse 

and neglect. 

Values: Scholarship, Service, 

Leadership, Personal Excellence, 

and Friendship/Sisterhood

Headquarters: Indianapolis, Ind.

Mission Statement: “Yesterday, 

today, and tomorrow, Kappa Alpha 

Theta exists to nurture each mem-

ber throughout her college and 

alumnae experience and to offer 

a lifelong opportunity for social, 

intellectual, and moral growth as 

she meets the higher and broader 

demands of mature life.”

Alpha Delta Pi (ADII)
Established: 1851

According to its website, Alpha 

Delta Pi was originally named 

The Adelphean Society, and was 

the first secret society for college 

women. 

Symbol: Lion

Colors: Azure blue and white

Flower: Woodland violet

Philanthropy: Ronald McDonald 

House Charities, which organizes 

activities such as service projects in 

local homeless shelters, adopt-a-

highway programs and before- and 

after-school programs.

Values: Sisterhood, values and ethics, 

high academic standards and social 

responsibility

Headquarters: Atlanta, Ga.

Mission Statement: “Established in 

1851, Alpha Delta Pi is committed 

to sisterhood, values and ethics, 

high academic standards and social 

responsibility.”

Kappa Delta (KD)
Established: 1897

Symbol(s): Nautilus shell, dagger, 

teddy bear and katydid

Colors: Olive green and pearl white

Flower: White rose

Philanthropies: Girl Scouts of the 

USA, Prevent Child Abuse America, 

Children’s Hospital in Richmond, Va.

Values: Live G.R.E.A.T. (Growth through 

lifetime learning, Responsibility for 

our own integrity and ethical actions, 

Engagement in social and civic 

interests, Altruistic service to others, 

Truth and loyalty to each other)

Headquarters: Memphis, Tenn.

Mission Statement: “Kappa Delta 

Sorority is a national organization 

for women committed to: Inspiring 

our members to reach their full 

potential; Preparing our members 

for community service, active leader-

ship and responsible citizenship; 

Creating opportunities for lifetime 

involvement through innovative and 

responsive programs, and strategic 

collaborations and partnerships; 

and Fostering the development of 

our time-honored values within the 

context of friendship.”

SADIE SMECK
NEWS EDITOR

Police are still looking for the 
suspects in the six robberies and 
attempted robberies that happened 
earlier this month.

St. Louis Metropolitan Police 
Department’s (SLMPD) Lieutenant 
Ken Lammert said the police have 
leads and have already recovered one 
student’s stolen cell phone.

Between Sept. 28 and Oct. 2, six 
students reported themselves victims 
of robberies or attempted robberies in 
off-campus neighborhoods. 

No students have been robbed off  
campus since the incidents, according 
to police reports.

While police departments around 
Washington University continue to 
track down the suspects, SLMPD 
began reducing neighborhood patrols 
back to normal about a week ago, 
Lammert said.

The University City Police 
declined to discuss the changes they 
made.

“We don’t give out numbers, we 
do exactly what we need to do,” 
University City Chief of Police, 
Charles Adams, said. “People that do 
bad things also read news too, so we 
don’t give out information.”

University City Police, Washington 
University Police (WUPD) and 
SLMPD responded to the crimes 
by increasing patrols in off-campus 
areas, particularly north of the Loop 
and in the Skinker-DaBaliviere neigh-
borhoods where they took place. 
SLMPD added between two and 
four patrols immediately following 
the robberies.

Part of SLMPD’s effort involves 
tracking the victims’ credit cards, 
Lammert said. The suspects used 
students’ stolen credit cards at ser-
vice stations monitored by video 
surveillance. Images of the suspects’ 

cars have been distributed within the 
police department.

One victim’s phone was found by 
tracking its GPS about a mile away 
from where it was stolen. The sus-
pects appeared to have discarded it.

Lammert said that SLMPD will 
maintain directed patrols, meaning 
that the police will continue to focus 
on specific areas.

WUPD Chief Don Strom said 
that the patrols had increased “exten-
sively” following the crimes, but 
would not go into specifics about cur-
rent numbers.

“We can’t sustain those [additional 
patrols] forever, but as we think it’s 
appropriate we’ll reduce some of the 
patrols in the areas,” Strom said. “We 
may just change strategies so visibility 
remains high.”

Strom said he has received positive 
feedback about patrol visibility from 
both students and parents.

Police continue search 
for robbery suspects, 
cut back on patrols

Legislation intended to prevent 
a repeat of last year’s Bristol Palin 
fiasco failed to pass Student Union 
Treasury by one vote on Thursday.

The constitutional amendment 
would have made student referen-
dums faster and more effective.

The final vote was 11-6, but it 
needed a two-thirds margin to pass.

Student Union found itself in 
a bind in January when Treasury 
approved funding for bringing 
Bristol Palin to speak during Sexual 
Responsibility Week. Students were 
outraged and SU was unable to 
reverse the decision because by the 
time the referendum could be held, 
the contract would already be signed. 

Under the amended constitution, 
a petition officially filed against a 
Treasury allocation would freeze 
funds for 48 hours after the funding 
decision was made from the time 
that the chief justice receives notice 
that a petition is circulating. This 
would allow students time to obtain 
signatures from the 5 percent of the 
student body necessary to reach a ref-
erendum vote without a group being 
able to spend its allocation.

In the current system, referendums 
cannot be held until at least 10 days 
after a petition is filed. The amend-
ment would have changed that to 
two days.

The legislation would also change 
procedure so funds would continue 
to be frozen until the referendum 
would take place.

Sophomore Sean Janda, the bud-
get committee chair, sponsored the 
amendment.  He said that many of  
the people opposed to the change lost 
sight of how infrequently referenda 
arise. 

“I think the big thing is referenda 
aren’t submitted all that often, which 
means it’s fairly rare that people even 
have cause to examine the proce-
dures,” he said. “But since there was 
one that was attempted last spring, 
it’s given us an occasion to look at 
the procedures and realize they don’t 
make sense the way they are right 
now.”

Senior Kirsten Miller voted 
against the amendment, mentioning 
that many group appeals are already 
happening on a very tight timeframe.

“I’ve been a member of a group 
that had, the next day, been in the 
SU office filling out expense requests 
because we needed to get hooked up 
the next day. It’s not necessarily the 
fault of the student group treasurer,” 
Miller said. “You [are sometimes] 
pushed back on the docket until 
just a couple of weeks before your 
event.”

Other members noted that a reac-
tive response to the Brisol Palin 
decision last January was not some-
thing that the group should pursue.

“I know for Bristol Palin, right 
after it came out…at the time I was 
really upset about it and looking back 
on it today, I think it actually would 
have been not necessarily a bad 
thing,” sophomore Greg Porter said. 
“I really see the value in an event 
that’d get the campus that pissed off  
and I think that some of the events 
that you could get the referendums 
passed, to some extent might even be 
the best events that we fund.”

One major argument against 
the change was that it would cause 
undue harm to student groups host-
ing controversial events by placing 
restrictions on their ability to sign 
contracts in the event of a petition 
being filed against them.

Janda noted that beyond many 
of the reasons given, much of the 
opposition to the change was not 
in the spirit of his personal view of  
Treasury.

“I think there are Treasury repre-
sentatives who believe that the job of  
Treasury is to make these hard deci-
sions and that there shouldn’t be a 
legitimate means of recourse by the 
student body and that, to them, the 
legitimate means of recourse is the 
elections,” he said. “However, there 
are other people on Treasury who 
believe that the goal of Treasury is to 
represent the wills and desires of the 
student body and since treasury’s not 
going to be able to do that every time, 

‘Bristol Initiative’ fails 
to pass by a single vote

MICHELLE MERLIN
EDITOR IN CHIEF

MICHAEL TABB
NEWS EDITOR

SEE SORORITIES, PAGE 2 SEE VOTE, PAGE 2

GRACE FUNG | STUDENT LIFE

English professor Carl Phillips is nominated for the National Book Award for 
Poetry.

WU professor 
nominated for 
national poetry award

SEE POETRY, PAGE 3
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•	 scary
•	 sexy
•	 funny	

buy  sell  trade

Delmar Loop
6388 Delmar Blvd.

(314) 725-2760

New and Used Costumes
Halloween Apparel for 

Men & Women

EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS
October 21 - 22: 11 am - 9 pm
October 26 - 29: 11 am - 9 pm

•	 clever
•	 strange
•	 bizarre

It was awful…  
jetlag and upset stomachs… 

the electricity went out … 

the internet was slow… 

the food tasted strange… 

the roads were really bad …  

the animal sacrifice was mean… 

the cremation was upsetting... 

it was hard to communicate…

…so why were they smiling? 
 

     push yourself! 

VILLAGE INDIA 
PROGRAM

for SUMMER 2012 

Info Session   
Mon Oct 31, 4-5 pm 

McMillan 149

for more info:  
Glenn Stone  stone@wustl.edu

NEWS EDITOR | CHLOE ROSENBERG | NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM

THURSDAY 27
AM SHOWERS
60 / 41

FRIDAY 28
SUNNY
61 / 39

SATURDAY 29
SUNNY
61 / 44

SUNDAY 30
PARTLY CLOUDY
64 / 46theflipside

Oct. 24, 2011
Larceny— At 11:57 a.m., a complainant 
reported the theft of his bicycle, valued at 
$401, from the rack on the north side of Simon 
Hall between Oct. 19 and Oct. 24. The bike was 
eventually located. Disposition: unfounded.

Oct. 25, 2011
Parking violation—At 1:12 p.m., Parking and 
Transportation located a vehicle in Hoyt Lot 
with a fraudulent daily permit. The vehicle 
was towed, and the permit was seized. 
Disposition: cleared.

Vandalism—At 6:19 p.m., a complainant 
reported that person(s) unknown damaged 
the lion which sits on the patio of the Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity house. The time of 
crime was between 3 a.m. and 3:05 a.m. on 
Oct. 25, and the damage was valued at $200.
Disposition: pending.

Larceny—At 8:16 p.m., a complainant 
reported the theft of his bicycle on Frat Row 
from the rack between House #4 and House 
#5. The crime occurred between Oct. 20 and 
Oct. 23. Disposition: pending.

THURSDAY 27
AMCS Roundtable Discussion: 
“Remembering 9/11: International Scholars’ 
Perspectives”
Mallinckrodt Center, lower level, 7 p.m.
A roundtable of current scholars of the 
McDonnell Academy will discuss how Sept. 
11 affected—and is remembered by—
international students at WUSTL, as well as its 
continuing practical and ideological effects. 
An audience discussion will follow. The event 
is free and open to the public.

Sigma Tau Delta’s Annual Halloween Night
DUC fire pit, 7 p.m.
Sigma Tau Delta, Wash. U.’s English honor 
society, will gather for hot chocolate, apple 
cider and readings of short stories and poems 
related to Halloween. Students are welcome 
to bring their own original works. The best 
costume and best original composition will 
win a $20 gift card to a bookstore.

FRIDAY 28
The Rocky Horror Picture Show: A Cast & 
Crew Production
Village Black Box Theater, Friday 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m.
Cast & Crew will perform their annual 
fall production in the Village Black Box 
(in the basement of the village) in four 
performances from Friday to Sunday. 
Tickets are $5 and will be on sale Friday in 
the DUC from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tickets can 
also be purchased at the door, but be sure to 
arrive early, as they will sell out.

SATURDAY 29
Trick or Treat for UNICEF
Meet at the Clock Tower at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
12 p.m. Sunday and 6:30 p.m. Monday
Sponsored by WUNICEF, Campus Kitchen 
and Circle K, students will meet to collect 
cans and change for UNICEF by trick-or-
treating. Students will trick-or-treat around 
the South 40 on Sunday and off-campus on 
Saturday and Monday.

Campus Y: Safe Trick-or-Treat
South 40, 1 to 3 p.m.
Safe Trick-or-Treat, co-sponsored by Student 
Union and the Congress of the South 40, 
gives local children in the St. Louis Area 
the opportunity to trick-or-treat in a safe 
and fun environment. Children must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
Check-in takes place at Ursa’s Café, and the 
last group leaves at 2:30 p.m.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“Writers are people 
who take chances 
and who go out 
there and live a little 
unexpectedly. It 
scares them but in 
the end they seem 
grateful.”

- Professor Carl 
Phillips

Elementary and high school students across 
the nation will soon be learning science with a 
new set of standards developed in part by Earth 
and Planetary Sciences Associate Professor 
Michael Wysession.

The new curriculum, Wysession said, 
is based on three main aspects of science: 
subject-specific ideas, practices and large, inter-
disciplinary themes.

The implementation of these standards will 
mark the first widespread national science 
curriculum. Up to this point, states have indi-
vidually developed courses of study for their 
public schools.

A National Research Council committee 
spearheaded by Wysession is formulating the 
guidelines.

 “For the first time, we’ll have more than half  
of the students in the country learning from a 
single set of standards,” Wysession said.

The science standards, which will be released 
next year, follow the implementation of national 
English and math standards last year. These 
were released as part of President Obama’s 
Race to the Top initiative.

Race to the Top offers funding to states that 
improve education, and states that participate 
are required to adopt the national English and 
math standards.

While the science standards that Wysession’s 
committee is developing are not part of the 
Race to the Top initiative, Wysession said 
that the implementation of English and math 

standards set the stage for the development of  
science standards.

“There is the mood within the states now and 
an understanding of the benefits of adopting a 
set of national standards,” he said. 

Even though states are not required to use 
these standards, over 20 states have already 
agreed to implement them when they are 
released.

“That response…is so heartening and a little 
surprising—but it’s nice to be surprised in a 
good way,” Wysession said.

Even though the standards haven’t been 
released, textbook companies have already 
begun to prepare for the change.

“Nobody wants to be left behind, and so all 
the textbook companies are scrambling to be 
ready for this because they know its going to 
have a huge impact,” Wysession said.

Wysession said that while curriculum 
changes will be gradual, schools that replace 
their textbooks will feel the stronger integration 
of content and practice immediately.

The priority of the practices of science dif-
ferentiates these new standards from previous 
standards that focused mainly on lists of facts 
that students should know, Wysession said.

“The current standards make it impossible to 
separate the content from the practices,” he said. 
“[The new standards] represent the cutting-edge 
understanding of nature and our world.”

Wysession is confident that the changes 
will make a difference in science education in 
America. 

“This represents a huge step forward,” 
Wysession said.

point, we had one woman [from headquarters], 
Jenna Gregory, who helped us through that 
whole process at the very beginning, getting us 
to understand all of the different aspects that 
go into starting a sorority and knowing AOII 
history and tradition. We right off the bat had 
elections and just kind of jumped in.

SL: How was your experience different 
from joining a sorority that was already more 
established?

MJ: Well, for “Bigs” and “Littles,” we all 
got paired up with a twin…There are definitely 
some differences in that we didn’t have those 
established traditions and we really had to start 
from scratch. So it was a lot of work, especially 
those beginning officers really had to formulate 
the position, under headquarters’ guidelines, 
to make it what it should be for Wash. U.’s 
campus.

SL: How did the first sisters become 
involved? Was there a recruitment process?

MJ: At first, there were probably five or so 
women here from headquarters, all in their mid- 
to late- twenties, who were helping out with 

that process. For me, I had thought about going 
through recruitment, but I was really homesick 
my freshman year and just didn’t want to come 
back early. A friend of mine was at recruitment, 
and they made a presentation during formal 
recruitment about AOII, the new chapter com-
ing to campus, and so my friend texted me and 
let me know that there was this opportunity 
if I was still interested. So, even after we had 
that first pledging, we still continued to recruit 
girls continuously, and we probably got about 
10 more girls in that first semester, and we all 
ended up getting initiated at the same time in 
May. 

SL: What were the biggest challenges you 
faced getting started?

MJ: Just starting from scratch is really diffi-
cult. Kind of making yourself known, getting 
the respect of the rest of the Greek community, 
[to] which, we were very, very warmly wel-
comed, so it made it easier for us to be a part 
of the Wash. U. community. But, with our phi-
lanthropy, we had to completely formulate that 
from scratch, and it was not something that had 

been done before us in the past. So we had to 
make up that event [Strike Out Arthritis] and 
see how it went, and just raise as much money 
as we could. 

SL: If you could do it all over again, is there 
anything you would do differently?

MJ: For me, I wish I had run for a position 
that first election out, I was a little intimidated 
to, but I ended up getting involved in that 
second election period. I think it’s a great oppor-
tunity for anyone who is interested in leadership 
and starting something new. 

SL: Do you have any advice for those who 
are going to be starting up the new sorority?

MJ: I would say definitely ask for help from 
the other sororities, because people are really, 
really willing to help and give advice and we got 
nothing but wonderful support from all of the 
other women in Greek Life. It’s often kind of  
a pride thing to not want to ask for help, but it’s 
very useful.

SL: How do you think AOII has developed 
since it was first established at Washington 
University?

MJ: I am so proud of our development. We 
went from 50 girls, we’re now at 104. And I just 
feel like we’ve accomplished so much in such 
a short time. We’re getting to that point where 
we’ve really established a name for ourselves, 
and our initial colonizing class will be graduat-
ing this year, so that’s awesome, but also kind of  
sad…somebody else will carry out their legacy.

SL: Has there been anything fun or special 
about being one of the founding members of an 
AOII chapter at Washington University? 

MJ: As a colonizing class, we are such a 
strong, bonded group because we all went 
through those kind of growing pains altogether, 
so everyone is so connected to their twin, and 
it’s just a strong connection that I don’t think I 
would have gotten as much [of] otherwise. 

SL: How do you feel about a new sorority 
coming to the University?

MJ: I’m just really excited about a new soror-
ity. I think it will be good for AOII. I think we’re 
ready for it, to not be the new girls anymore. We 
feel established enough that we’re ready to wel-
come someone else onto our campus. 

there should be a legitimate means of recourse 
for the student body.”

Janda said he hopes to bring the amendment 
before Treasury again next week after talking 
to group members to try to sway them in favor 
of the change.

“I don’t think it’s dead, I think it’ll pass at 
some point. I’d prefer it pass sooner than 
later, but I do think it will pass,” he said. “If  
students feel particularly strongly either way 
about it, I would urge them to get in contact 
with Student Union…and they can come to 
Treasury—Simon Hall 113 at 9:30 [p.m.] next 
Tuesday—to voice their [thoughts].” 

WU professor helps set new 
science standards in schools 
EMILY SYBRANT
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

VOTE FROM PAGE 1

SORORITY FROM PAGE 1

Yes Votes:
Sean Janda
Jake Lichtenfeld
Chantel Miller
Maia Lamdany
Ross Passo
Sara Harris
Shannon       
     McAllister
Brett Kopin
Aron Lurie
Jacob Trusnky
Pavithra Anand

No Votes:
Kirsten Miller
Daniel Bernard
Michael Cohen
Jeff Lin
Greg Porter
Greg Jones
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SUp this week
Part of a student group?  Want to be featured here?
Sign up under studlife reservations at su.wustl.edu or email pr@su.wustl.edu.

with Machines Are People Too
CONCERT 
TONIGHT in the Gargoyle

Free w/ WashU ID  |  Doors at 8pm

                    the premiere           
Halloween dance party of the year! 

Saturday October 29th 
9PM to Midnight 

Bauhaus
Come to Architecture 

Council’s annual

TICKETS & WASH U ID 

ARE REQUIRED FOR 

ADMISSION TO 

BAUHAUS

Each ticket has an 

encouraged donation of $5 

this year. All of the proceeds 

from the event will go directly 

to the Alberti Architecture 

Program for Youth.

The big white tent will be back and filled with 
Halloween magic and the best dance beats 

in town featuring WashU’s own 

DJ 3LAU! 

OTE

 Choose who YOU want representing 

your interests! 

Voice your opinion. 

Support your friends! 

Election Period begins November 1-2

✔ Senators & 
Treasurers  

for

✔
✔
✔
✔

Come to Treasury and support your student group!

Simon 112  |  9:15pm

Advocate for your initiatives, projects, and needs! 
Let your voice be heard at Seante.
    
Simon 112  |  9:00pm

advertise
here

Does your 
group have 
an event 
coming up?

NEWS EDITOR | CHLOE ROSENBERG | NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM

The Master of  Business 
Administration (MBA) program 
at the Olin Business School is 
aiming for an interdisciplin-
ary approach by collaborating 
with the Washington University 
School of  Medicine in St. Louis.

According to a recent article 
in The Economist, degrees from 
mid-ranking schools are no lon-
ger considered to be the sound 
investments they once were, for 
students during the economic 
recession. 

Joe Fox, associate dean 
for MBA programs, said that 
Washington University’s MBA 
program has successfully 
increased its marketability by tak-
ing an interdisciplinary approach. 

The Olin Business School has 
collaborated with the medical 
school, successfully appealing 
to students interested in man-
agement in the medical sector. 
However, Fox explained that the 
collaboration is not limited to the 
medical field.

According to Fox, graduate 
students at the University are 
allowed to take elective courses 
outside of  their own school, 
including undergraduate-level 
courses, without having to pay 
additional tuition. Fox referred 
to this arrangement as the “free 
trade agreement.”

 “We want to encourage them 
to go outside the box, and add 
some unique value to their 
degree,” he said.

Still, Fox noted that there 
are roadblocks that inhibit the 

creation of  an interdisciplinary 
program.

“There are rules and regula-
tions, so accreditation can be 
hard,” Fox said, “but the biggest 
issue is in finding [collaborative] 
areas with our fellow schools, 
who are not only interested in 
us and also interested in stu-
dents. There has to be something 
capturing staff, students and pro-
fessors at the same time.”

In spite of  the strains, Fox 
believes that the University excels 
at interdisciplinary flexibility, 
both at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. 

“I think we have done well, 
and much better than many other 
schools,” he said.

 One example of  Olin’s 
interdisciplinary MBA pro-
gram offerings is a class called 

“Healthcare Management,” 
taught by Bruce Hall, a surgery 
professor at the medical school. 

Sarah Arias, an MBA student, 
is currently enrolled in Hall’s 
class. She received her undergrad-
uate degree in biology and finds 
that the class has helped her to 
better understand the challenges 
within the healthcare system. 

“The class is tailored to stu-
dents who are interested in 
healthcare and business but may 
not have much experience in 
either area. The course provides 
a solid platform to understand 
the business issues of  health-
care, while fostering integrated 
discussions among students with 
various backgrounds,” Arias said. 

Eileen Ke, a class of  2012 MBA 
student, has also found the inter-
disciplinary business education 

valuable.  
“It was a great experience hear-

ing perspectives on cases from 
students with different back-
grounds—law, the sciences and 
engineering. One of  the high-
lights was working on a project 
with a cross-discipline team, 
where each team member could 
contribute his or her expertise to 
together craft a feasibility study 
for a new business idea. It truly 
reflected real-world situations, 
where cross-functional teams are 
formed to solve the most chal-
lenging business problems,” Ke 
said.  

The MBA program will 
continue to broaden its inter-
disciplinary approach. Next 
semester, the school will offer a 
course entitled Law, Business and 
Governance.

Professor Carl Phillips has 
been named a finalist for the 
National Book Award in poetry 
for his most recent book, 
“Double Shadow: Poems.”  

This is his fourth time being 
nominated for the award.

“Double Shadow: Poems” 
is Phillips’ 11th published col-
lection of  poetry. He was also 
nominated for his books “Speak 
Low: Poems,” “The Rest of  
Love: Poems” and “From the 
Devotions: Poems” in 2009, 
2004 and 1998 respectively.  

Although this is not his first 
nomination, Phillips said he 
continues to find the recognition 
flattering.

“Whether you win or not, it’s 

a nice trip to New York and they 
certainly take it very seriously,” 
he said. “In the past, when I’ve 
been nominated, I’ve always met 
some really interesting people.”

Phillips, a professor of  
English in the College of  Arts & 
Sciences, said his book is really 
a continuation of  his previous 
work, with the most recent book 
being the latest chapter.

 “The book is about the 
differences between taking 
chances and being afraid to take 
chances,” Phillips said.

Phillips said that while he has 
written about the same theme for 
a long time, his latest book is dif-
ferent from the others in terms 
of  the structure of  the poems.

“The poems are very differ-
ent in their shape—they’re a lot 
shorter and more spare,” he said.

Phillips advises that his stu-
dents not be afraid to take risks. 
He thinks that they too often 
come into college with a set plan 
for their lives that excludes the 
possibility of  risk.

“You go to college and you 
have this plan of  your major and 
how you think your life will be 
in the future, but so many things 
come up that are unexpected,” 
he said. “Writers are people who 
take chances and who go out 
there and live a little unexpect-
edly. It scares them but in the 
end they seem grateful.” 

Vincent Sherry, professor and 
English department chair, said  
much about the quality of  the 
Washington University writing 
department.

“The consistency of  the rec-
ognition of  his work is clear,” 

Sherry said. “It’s significant for 
our creative program, which is 
very highly ranked, now eighth 
or ninth in the country, and rec-
ognitions like this are a big part 
of  that.”

Phillips is one of  the 
University’s three tenure-stream 
professors in the writing pro-
gram, which is considerably 
small compared to other univer-
sities’ programs. 

“It’s really quite extraordinary 
that we’ve attained this rank-
ing—some places will have 15 
professors, and we’ve done it 
with three,” Sherry said.

Sherry credits this success to 
the “consistency of  excellency” 
that the professors in the pro-
gram exemplify. In addition to 
Phillips, the writing program 
features award-winning poet 

Mary Jo Bang. 
Sherry added that the rising 

rank of  the writing program and 
the continued recognition of  its 
professors have led the English 
department to consider creat-
ing a writing concentration for 
English majors, the logical next 
step in the development of  the 
program.  

Phillips said he will not linger 
on the recognition provided by 
his nomination, but continue to 
focus on his current projects.

“As much as it’s nice to be 
nominated, I think the most 
important thing is to write the 
next poem,” he said. “That’s 
much more important than 
prizes and winning and losing 
and all that.”

Olin’s MBA program collaborates with medical school
HALEY CEN
STAFF REPORTER

BECKY PRAGER
STAFF REPORTER

POETRY FROM PAGE 1
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T
he month’s increase in 
crime in neighborhoods 
where a significant 
number of  Washington 

University students live has 
attracted plenty of  attention. In 
response, off-campus neighbor-
hood patrols have been visibly 
increased, to the relief  of  students 
and parents alike. The recent spate 
of  criminal activity has drawn 
attention to both the strengths of  
the police response and the safety 
needs of  Wash. U. students living 
on and off  campus.

So far, the police response 
appears to be effective. Parents 
and students said that they have 
seen and appreciated the patrols. 
Reported crime rates in the area 
have been low during the past two 
to three weeks. The police have 
leads on suspects in the recent 

robbery cases, including photos 
of  vehicles possibly used by the 
perpetrator(s). According to Chief  
Dom Strom of the Washington 
University Police Department, no 
new incidents have been reported 
at this point. These supplemen-
tary patrols were extensive, but 
were discontinued, at least by the 
St. Louis Metropolitan Police 
Department (SLMPD), one week 
ago. Directed patrols continue to 
police the area at normal numbers.

While we applaud these 
responsive measures, the issue 
of  transparency with regard to 
crime has not been fully resolved. 
Although the SLMPD has been 
open about its plans, the University 
City Police Department has not. 
For the sake of  safety, it is not 
reasonable to expect that the police 
will make all details public. That 

being said, students deserve to 
know just how much crime affects 
the Wash. U. community and how 
much they are being protected. 

While living in dorms and off-
campus necessarily entail different 
risks, the safety provided to all 
students should be reasonably com-
parable. Not all students who live 
off-campus chose to do so: students 
who wish for more safety may be 
forced into off-campus housing by 
the lack of  availability in the hous-
ing lottery.

Furthermore, though those in 
non-university owned housing 
take on added risks, their safety is 
also important. It reflects poorly 
on the school if  a large number of  
students fall victim to crime. 

Even students who live on cam-
pus attend parties on Pershing and 
visit friends north of  the Loop. The 

student population extends beyond 
on-campus dorms and should be 
similarly protected.

Police patrols and other safety 
measures immediately north 
of  campus have produced great 
results. WUPD has stepped up to 
provide a high level of  service to 
students, and we appreciate the 
efforts. The key now is to continue 
to expand the level of  security, 
whether in its current form or using 
different strategies.

The safety of  students is not 
the sole responsibility of  WUPD, 
either. It is obviously up to students 
to utilize some of  the added safety 
precautions that the University 
offers. There are mechanisms in 
place to ensure off-campus safety; 
use them in conjunction with 
common sense. Take advantage of  
Campus2Home and avoid walking 

alone off  campus late at night.
However, there are only so many 

preventative measures students can 
take. As students, we should be 
able to expect a high level of  safety 
and security while on and near 
Wash. U. property. Even when 
crime ceases to be a main focus of  
concern on campus, preventative 
measures should not be neglected. 

St. Louis has earned a reputa-
tion as a dangerous city. While 
Wash. U. deserves its reputation of  
excellence and undergraduates do 
not live in the city, the city’s crime 
situation can be a major deterrent 
to potential students. For the sake 
of  both current students’ safety and 
the school’s reputation as a whole, 
we urge that off-campus safety and 
transparent and open communi-
cation about crime remain high 
priorities.

STAFF EDITORIAL

We need security for all students

Limited printing plan: not worth it

A
ll signs seem to 
indicate that the print-
ing restrictions on 
campus are a resound-

ing success. Student printing has 
been reduced by 40 percent in just 
the first month of  the plan, and 
as a result, students are wasting 
less paper. The first part of  that 
sentence is true; the latter is a leap 
of  logic.

 It may be true that student 
printing on campus has seen a 
reduction since the plan was put 
into place, but it does not fol-
low that any paper was actually 
saved, and in reducing the use of  
printers on campus the University 
may have managed to achieve the 

appearance of  waste reduction 
while actually changing nothing.

Last year, Student Technology 
Services (STS) officials found 
“piles” of  printed pages in student 
labs that were printed for personal 
reasons, including invitations, 
announcements and general co-
curricular needs. One might be 
tempted to think that now, with 
those piles of  pages absent from 
the trays of  printers, less frivolous 
material is being printed. But 
those needs don’t go away just 
because printing is no longer free. 
Student groups still need flyers, 
events still need invitations, and 
students still need to write term 
papers. The only difference is that 
now students have an incentive to 
go off-campus whenever heavy-
duty printing is needed, since the 

University’s printing rates are 
outrageously high for any sort 
of  bulk printing. Additionally, it 
would be premature to conclude 
that waste has been reduced 
without considering how many 
students purchased personal print-
ers after hearing about the printing 
restrictions. STS’ confidence in 
any environmental savings as a 
result of  the restrictions ought to 
be taken with a grain of  salt.

On the other hand, the prob-
lems that the printing ban creates 
in pursuit of  saving paper are 
obvious and well known. The 
sluggish pace of  the Olin Library 
computers was infamous when I 
was a freshman, and the addition 
of  a clunky printing system makes 
the process even slower.

Should the printer fail to 

connect to the server, as is often 
the case, one has to repeat the 
entire process over again on 
another computer. Printing on the 
way to class can easily become a 
nightmare, and having to portion 
out an additional 20 minutes every 
time a paper is due in class, in my 
case twice a week, is unacceptable. 
I have yet to connect successfully 
on my first attempt.

And downsides aren’t justified 
for the average user. According to 
STS, more than 90 percent of  stu-
dents will not exceed the $40 limit 
given to on-campus students—in 
other words, they aren’t the signifi-
cant contributors to paper waste 
on campus. It’s the top 10 percent 
who are wasting the most, and 
they are the ones going to FedEx, 
Kinko’s and OfficeMax. The 

printing policy creates the illusion 
of  savings while only washing the 
University’s hands of  the matter.

If  Wash. U. is committed to 
reducing paper waste, it should 
take steps to make paper as super-
fluous as possible. The University 
could provide an online system 
for paper submission, or create 
virtual bulletin boards. They could 
encourage online textbooks. They 
could actually try to reduce the 
need for students to use paper on 
campus. Trying to reduce campus 
printing is not the same goal, and 
will not result in the same benefits. 
This printing ban might help 
Wash. U.’s image, but it will not 
help the environment.

AJ SUNDAR
FORUM EDITOR

EDITORIAL CARTOON

AJ Sundar is a senior in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to AJ Sundar at 
AJAY.SUNDAR@STUDLIFE.COM

GODIVA REISENBICHLER | STUDENT LIFE



F
or many years, it’s been trendy 
to talk about the Wash. U. 
“bubble”—which includes 
the Danforth Campus and the 

Loop, and to a lesser extent downtown 
Clayton and Forest Park. What doesn’t 
get mentioned is the community within a 
community composed of  those who live 
on campus.

I loved living on the South 40, and 
only moved away, with some complain-
ing, when it ceased to be fashionable. 
For two years prior, RAs and Congress 
of  the South 40 officials filled my Wash. 
U. inbox with emails about events tak-
ing place on campus, sometimes on the 
South 40, sometimes not, and they were 
a great way to stay up-to-date without 
being involved in myriad student groups.

Since leaving, this stream of  messages 
has disappeared, and I’m in the dark as 
to what’s happening on campus. I was 
never notified about John Oliver, and 
only figured out when and where tickets 
could be picked up when I walked past 

a line of  students stretching to Graham 
Chapel, most of  them freshmen asking 
each other what they were doing that 
Wednesday night. I had no idea that 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt was coming to 
campus until Student Life ran an article 
on the subject on Monday, one that I 
didn’t see until after the last tickets were 
taken. I, as well as many other students 
who live off  campus, would have liked 
to see him, but since we don’t live on 
campus, that wasn’t an option.

Being off  campus does much more 
than remove a student physically; with 
the absence of  a constant email barrage, 
or even a painted wall to walk past, it 
removes a student mentally from the 
Wash. U. community. I feel separated 
from life on campus, and from the stu-
dent body I felt a part of  for two years.

There should be a group that does for 
students who live off  campus, be they 
in university or independently-owned 
housing, what so many groups, RAs and 
RCDs do for students who live on the 
South 40 or in the Village. The South 40 
may be a fair distance away, but I can 
readily think of  several functions put on 

last year as far away as Mudd that I’d 
be interested in this year, if  only I had 
the information about both when they 
occurred and the fact that they existed at 
all. It’s significantly easier to convince 
me to go to Graham Chapel, the site of  
Joseph Gordon-Levitt’s visit, which I’m 
convinced is equidistant from this year 
and last year’s housing.

With the exception of  occasional hints 
of  nostalgia, I enjoy living off  campus. A 
friend of  mine put it well when he said, 
“you miss the carnival feel sometimes, 
but you can’t beat the independence of  
being off  campus.” I agree entirely, and 
I bid a happy farewell to the mollycod-
dling and omnipresent dorm authorities. 
However, the basic informative function 
they and others served is completely 
absent as soon as one moves away. For 
no greater reason than potential enter-
tainment, I want to be kept in the know 
as to important events on campus.
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thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down to Halloween not 
falling on a weekend.

Thumbs down to decreased  
police patrols.

Thumbs down to Wash. U.’s low 
international rankings.

Thumbs up to Joseph Gordon-
Levitt coming to campus.

Thumbs up to the new sorority, 
whichever it may be.

Thumbs up to a potential Game 
7. Go Cards!!!

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2011 FORUM EDITOR | DANIEL DEIBLER | FORUM@STUDLIFE.COM

OP-ED SUBMISSION

L
ast weekend, I logged onto 
Facebook to see what was 
going on. As I studied my 
newsfeed (which has changed 

15 times in two years), some pretty strik-
ing statuses came to my attention. They 
spoke of  ignorance and racism, specifi-
cally targeting some freshman girl, Claire 
Ferguson. I saw several different statuses 
as I scrolled down, and wondered what 
was going on. They also mentioned 
StudLife, in some cases accusing them 
of  being racist too. These statuses were 
so emotionally charged. You would’ve 
thought this girl went up to “the black 
table” and personally called everyone sit-
ting there the “n word”, with the editors 
of  StudLife hyping it up in the back-
ground screaming “Take that, take that!”

I went to the article link and started 
reading. I had to see what was up. I 
waited… I waited… so…what’s wrong? 
After reading this all I could do is laugh. 
This article turned out to be a very 
well-written op-ed piece, by an astute 
freshman simply explaining some keen 
observations she’s made in her two 
months or so at Washington University.

Whether we agree with Claire’s 
observations or not, she brought to light 
something that is quite obvious at Wash. 
U. People group themselves by comfort 
and affiliation. If  you’re of  a certain 
race, you likely hang around with a lot 
of  people of  that race. If  you’re from a 
certain geographic area, you may choose 
to affiliate with people from that loca-
tion. If  you’re part of  a certain club, 
Greek organization or team, chances are 
you like to be with those people. Nothing 
is wrong with this; it’s natural. People 
like being comfortable, and being around 
those similar to you is comfortable. How 
I interpreted this op-ed is that here at 
Wash. U. we may be taking this to an 
extreme, and when someone chooses to 
expand past this comfort zone they don’t 
feel like they can. Not enough people 
share this desire to expand past their 
comfort zone. Hence, we limit ourselves 
and divide ourselves. 

I understand some people or groups 
are all up in arms about this column 
because nobody likes being called out. 
But the point is: it was an op-ed, which 
means it was an opinion. In America, 
you are allowed to have those; get over 
it. And the article was very thought-pro-
voking. In America, you are allowed to 

do that; get over it. And lastly, Claire is 
right. As a black male on this campus, I 
have constantly felt like people segregate 
themselves. Would you feel comfortable 
going to a Korean Students Association 
meeting? I sure wouldn’t. And I know 
plenty of  people who wouldn’t feel com-
fortable going to an Association of  Black 
Students meeting. But understand that 
this isn’t simply a race thing. It’s a com-
fort zone. I am not defined by my race; I 
have several different affiliations. I also 
segregate myself  by plenty of  them. The 
op-ed was challenging me to not do so.

In response to those who threw an 
elementary school fit about this piece, 
shame on you. Read it for what it is, not 
what you want to accuse it of  being. For 
those who went further and sent Claire 
Ferguson accusatory and aggressive 
emails, trying to curb her boldness of  
thought, shame on you even more. Grow 
up and realize that in life you won’t 
always agree with people’s opinions, 
but you should respect them. I applaud 
Claire for her column, and hope more 
people on our campus will challenge the 
social boundaries we create.

RE: Wash. U. is segregated
JONATHAN HOWARD
OP-ED SUBMISSION

MATTHEW CURTIS
STAFF COLUMNIST

Jonathan Howard is a senior in the Olin Busi-
ness School. Write to Jonathan Howard at 
JHOWARD22@WUSTL.EDU

W
e tend to eat dinner with 
those who look like us, 
and we feel inclined to 
join cultural groups with 

those who have similar backgrounds. 
To some, this may understandably bring 
to mind the term “segregation,” yet I 
believe the term “identity” is more fitting 
to the situation at hand.

When we first start off  as freshmen at 
college, we are forced to face a com-
pletely new environment. Every day 
brings about countless little decisions 
and challenges. This leads to a transi-
tional period that should not be taken 
for granted in its ability to decrease 
our senses of  stability and self. This 
unsteadiness is what enables us to learn, 
with the typical notion of  “venturing 
outside a comfort zone.” However, this 
process is only made possible with the 
knowledge that a comfort zone does in 
fact exist and is there for us when we feel 
the need to return.

Wash. U. tries its best to establish these 
comfort zones for us from the time we 
step foot on campus, as we are handed 
t-shirts that enable us to identify with a 
residential college. We are then encour-
aged to bond with those who live on our 
floor, and so on. Although these tradi-
tions enable us to create a sense of  who 
we are here, the beauty of  the cultural 
groups and opportunities to spend time 
with those from similar backgrounds is 
that they allow us to additionally hold 
onto where we come from.

Perhaps for the 58 percent white 
majority of  the student body, maintain-
ing one’s cultural or racial background 
may not seem like a primary objective in 
adjusting to life at college (which would 
explain the lack of  a “White Students 
Association”). It is understandable then 
that a white freshman may experience a 
sense of  shock when exposed to seem-
ingly exclusive cultural groups at the 
activities fair or when walking through 
the “segregated” tables at Bear’s Den. To 
settle this alarming sensation, all that is 
needed is a change in perspective. 

A typical student walking through 
Bear’s Den at the beginning of  fresh-
man year may have a thought akin to, 
“Wow, I couldn’t even sit there if  I 
wanted to because they’re all speaking 
Korean. Why don’t they try to make 
some different friends?” Perhaps these 
thoughts would not occur, however, if  
he or she knew what was going on inside 
the minds of  the students sitting at that 
table. For some of  them, these first few 
weeks at school may have been their first 
few weeks in the United States. They 
have to adjust to an entirely new culture 
while simultaneously striving to succeed 
academically. This dinner table therefore 
transforms from an unfortunate display 
of  self-segregation into an oasis for cul-
tural identity; it allows for a connection 
to Korea in the middle of  a university 
cafeteria in Missouri.

These cultural outlets allow for stu-
dents to recharge, and ready themselves 
to make the most of  whatever ventures 
outside the comfort zone that the next 
day will bring. As the uncertainties of  
freshman year fade away, students will 
gain a firmer sense of  their identity 
on campus as well as a firmer sense of  
where they came from. 

So don’t give up hope on the “pro-
gressiveness” of  Wash. U. students. 
Friendships shouldn’t be forced, and 
luckily we are in an environment with 
enough curious students to ensure that 
these friendships will naturally occur 
over time. Diversity has much to offer, 
and sometimes it has to be fostered by 
these notorious Bear’s Den dinner tables 
in order for it to thrive. As long as we are 
not forcing the “segregation,” it serves a 
critical role in the growth of  each indi-
vidual student.

Not another 
segregation 

article
ALEXANDRA NEUMAN
STAFF COLUMNIST

MATTHEW CURTIS
POSITION POSITION

Information independence

Matthew Curtis is a junior in Arts & Sciences. 
Write to Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.COM

Alexandra Neuman is a freshman in the Sam 
Fox School. Write to Alexandra Neuman at 
ALEXANDRA.NEUMAN@STUDLIFE.COM

MICHELLE NAHMAD | STUDENT LIFE



6 STUDENT LIFE THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2011

Support for Student Projects 

Each year, the Funding Committee of the Women's Society of 
Washington University makes grants to support projects or 
activities that benefit the University community.  Our goal is to 
advance the educational and cultural experiences of campus life 
as well as to encourage service projects.  
  
We invite you to submit a request that fits within the mission of 
the Women's Society and its funding criteria.  Over the years, we 
have funded projects ranging from $300 to $2,000; they have 
been widely divergent in nature.  The Project Funding Request 
form and criteria are available electronically at : 

Deadline - Monday, October 31, 2011 

http://womenssociety.wustl.edu 

cadenza
CADENZA EDITOR | ANDIE HUTNER | CADENZA@STUDLIFE.COM

Thanks to the utterly disgust-
ing “Twilight” series, American 
television viewers will soon be 
presented with another drama 
centered on the “normal” lives 
of  supernatural beings. 

Loosely based off  of  charac-
ters from Brothers Grimm tales, 
“Grimm” takes us into the life 
of  Nick Burckhardt (played by 
David Giuntoli), a homicide 
detective who discovers he is a 
descendant of  the Grimms, a 
group of  hunters who protect 
humankind from destructive 
supernatural forces. 

With this surprising news, 
Nick discovers something else 

equally life-altering: He is 
among the last of  his kind. Nick 
must work to ensure that vari-
ous characters from Brothers 
Grimm tales do not wreak 
havoc, and he must simultane-
ously employ all efforts to make 
sure those closest to him (i.e. his 
detective colleagues, best friends 
and fiancee) do not discover his 
secret.

Wash. U. students might be 
interested because: a) The first 
episode is about the death of  
a college student, and b) Sean 
Hayes, of  “Will and Grace” 
fame, takes a stab at executive 
producing. As an added bonus, 
the show is set and filmed in the 
beautiful, mountainous city of  
Portland, Ore.

However, Wash. U. students 
may not be interested because 
of  the show’s overt eagerness.

 Simply by watching the 
preview, anybody with the brain 
the size of  a pea could tell that 
the show is trying to latch on to 
the prepubescent demographic 
by copying several themes made 
famous by “Twilight.” Deluged 
with eerie music and horrible 

acting, the program showcases 
itself  as a cheesy attempt to gar-
ner attention in order to make a 
profit.

Filled with mystery, secrets, 
betrayal and horror, this show 
is going to gather an audience, 

despite its competition. 
Unfortunately for “Grimm,” 
NBC has scheduled it in the 
same timeslot as “Fringe” and 
“Supernatural,” two beloved 
shows that also incorporate 
elements outside of  the regular 

universe. “Once Upon a Time,” 
this season’s other show based 
on fairytales, is another com-
petitor. Only time will tell if  
“Grimm” can come out on top.

“Grimm” airs on Fridays at 8 
p.m. on NBC.

‘Grimm’
when Friday, 8 p.m.

channel NBC

TV PREVIEW

ELENA BELL
CADENZA REPORTER

Is ‘Grimm’ too grim to find an audience?

SCOTT GREEN | NBC

From left to right: David Giuntoli as Nick Burckhardt and Russell Hornsby as Hank Griffin in NBC’s “Grimm.”

In “Take Shelter,” a new 
indie thriller from director Jeff  

Nichols (“Shotgun Stories”), 
father and husband Curtis 
(Michael Shannon) senses that 
a storm is coming. But is that 
storm real, or is it simply a psy-
chological manifestation of  his 
crumbling psyche? Does Curtis 
really need to protect his family 
from the approaching storm, or 
does he need to protect them 
from himself ?

“Take Shelter” is Nichols’ 
sophomore feature, and while 
it shines at times, it is mostly 
uneven. He does his best work 
with the very human parts of  
the movie; he’s very much an 
actors’ director. 

Yet Nichol is responsible 
for the movie’s failures, too. 
The first half ’s reliance on 
traditional horror movie scares 

cheapens the second half. Every 
scary vision features a jump that 
even the most casual moviegoer 
would know is coming. A mys-
terious figure stands in the road; 
a shadowy hand slams onto a 
car window. There are other 
visions of  spectacular storms 
that work much better, like the 
one in which birds plummet 
from the sky. Nichols should 
have stuck to the creative rather 
than the clichéd.

Nichols also wrote the 
screenplay, and, despite its 
very strong dialogue, it was too 
structurally predictable for me 
to appreciate. The last-second 
twist is nothing worthy of  
Hitchcock or even Shyamalan. 
And though that may not have 
been Nichols’ goal, last-second 

twists and ambiguous endings 
have become main topics of  
conversation about films (see: 
“Inception”).

Strong performances by the 
two leads are the highlight of  
the movie. Shannon builds on 
his work from “Revolutionary 
Road” to create an American 
everyman on the edge of  a 
breakdown. He’s vulnerable yet 
dangerous, and the one time he 
really does lose his temper, it’s 
Oscar-reel worthy. 

Jessica Chastain, popping 
up in one of  her seven (yes, 
seven) roles this year, turns in 
more great work as the suffer-
ing wife. Yet Chastain does 
not just rehash her work from 
a similar role in “The Tree of  
Life.” Instead, she manages to 

turn what is usually a one-note 
role into something undeni-
ably human. Her terror during 
a scene in which Curtis has a 
seizure seems especially real. 
Familiar faces of  character 
actors Lisa Gay Hamilton (“The 
Practice”) and Kathy Baker 
(“Edward Scissorhands”) are 
great in cameo roles.

“Take Shelter” is at times 
refreshingly original and at 
other times frustratingly clichéd. 
It never fulfills its promise, and 
it was only my investment in the 
characters that kept me in my 
chair.

GEORGIE MORVIS
MOVIE/TV EDITOR

‘Take 
Shelter’

directed by
Jeff Nichols

and starring
Michael Shannon, Jessica Chastain

MOVIE REVIEW

SCOTT GARDNER | SONY PICTURES CLASSICS
From left to right: Tova Stewart stars as Hannah and Michael Shannon stars as Curtis in the new movie “Take Shelter.”



Puss in Boots (voiced by Antonio 
Banderas) only needed one long stare with 
his large marble cat eyes in “Shrek 2” to 
attract a legion of  fans. After a one-year 
hiatus from the “Shrek” films, he makes his 
return in spin-off  movie “Puss in Boots,” 
which is sure to increase his following.

As the first movie to star Puss (and, if  the 
“Shrek” series is any indication, the first of  
many), “Puss in Boots” acquits itself  admi-
rably of  the “Shrek” franchise, reinventing 
classic fairytale characters in an animated 
Western style. “Puss in Boots” is a welcome 
addition to the “Shrek” line-up, though it 
doesn’t quite match up to the hilarity found 
in “Shrek” and “Shrek 2.” People who 
haven’t seen the “Shrek” movies won’t feel 
left out, as “Puss in Boots” stands on its own 
two feet.

 The plot follows the back story of  Puss 
before he met Shrek. Drawn to the legend of  

the magic beans, Puss tries to steal the magic 
beans from the two thuggish outlaws Jack 
and Jill. The beans, when planted under the 
right conditions, produce a giant beanstalk 
that leads to a castle in the sky, which 
houses a goose that lays golden eggs.

Foiled by Kitty Softpaws (Salma Hayek) 
in his attempt to steal the beans, Puss 
reunites with Humpty Dumpty (Zach 
Galifianakis), an old boyhood friend with 
whom Puss had a falling-out a long time 
ago. Humpty’s delicate eggshell exterior 
disguises his hardened delinquent side. 
Together, Puss and Humpty, along with 
Kitty, craft a plan to steal the magic beans 
and capture the golden goose.

The film has a good mix of  humor for the 
kids and jokes for the older crowd, including 
a hilarious scene at the beginning of  the film 
that will hopefully fly over the head of  any-
one 12 and younger. Puss’ chemistry with 
Kitty is sizzling while never being overtly 
sexual.

The animation itself  is gorgeous, with 
attention given to each whisker on Puss’ face 
and every last floating dust speck.

While the plot itself  is fairly predictable, 
younger audiences will still be entertained 
by the fast-paced, action-packed antics of  
Puss, Kitty and Humpty, whether it’s the 
dance battle between Puss and Kitty or one 
of  them freefalling down a giant beanstalk.

But the gem of  the story is ultimately 
found in the unlikely pairing between an egg 
and a cat. Their friendship encapsulates how 
relationships are at times both a burden and 
a blessing, but the true meaning of  brother-
hood comes out when it matters most.

Showman, street poet, soft-spoken ballad 
singer, shambolic bluesman—now that 
he is entering his fifth decade as a record-
ing artist, there can be little doubt that the 
exhaustively dynamic Tom Waits holds a 
mythical status in contemporary music. 

Waits’ last album of solely original 
material was 2004’s “Real Gone,” which 
featured some of  his most innovative work 

to date, but it felt rather inaccessible at over 
an hour. “Bad As Me” is a welcomingly 
compact record in comparison and this 
is evidenced by the title track, a thunder-
ous three minutes of  grungy blues pop. 
The album’s standout, the ferocious “Hell 
Broke Luce,” may refer to the real-life story 
of  Iraq vet Jeffrey Lucey, who committed 
suicide in 2004. Built around a backbone 
of  clattering drums, echoing handclaps 
and ballsy power chord—with the feroc-
ity helped by guest appearances from rock 
demigods Flea and Keith Richards—Waits 
spews out lines conveying an emphatic anti-
war sentiment: “Listen to the general every 
goddamn word/How many ways can you 
polish up a turd?”

Tom Waits is certainly an acquired taste, 
especially because he doesn’t so much sing 
as growl these days. It may be advisable 
for newcomers to check out “Rain Dogs” 
and “Swordfishtrombones,” often lauded 
as Waits’ finest records, before delving 
into “Bad As Me.” But it won’t take much 
background listening to appreciate Waits’ 
world-weary delivery of  the familiar refrain 
of  “Auld Lang Syne” on “Bad As Me”’s 
final track, “New Year’s Eve,” which both 
perfectly encapsulates the uniqueness of  
Waits’ voice and brings this impressive 
record to a delicate, poignant close.
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CADENZA REPORTER

“The Rocky Horror Picture Show” is a 
Halloween tradition. Every October, movie 
theaters, including our own Tivoli Theatre, 
host interactive showings. This year, student 
theater group Cast & Crew decided it was 
not content with seeing the show on screen 
and decided to put on the show itself. The 
show will premiere this weekend.

“Rocky Horror is an iconic play,” 
Director Steven Perlberg, a junior at Wash. 
U., said, “about what happens when two 
innocent young lovebirds enter the mys-
terious castle of  Dr. Frank-N-Furter, a 
transvestite evil genius hell-bent on creating 
a ‘monster’ for his absolute pleasure.”

A weird show? Of  course. Viewers of  
the Halloween screenings know that it is 
customary to dress in costumes and to inter-
act with what’s happening on the screen 

or onstage. For this production, Perlberg 
told us to expect to shout “a**hole” upon 
hearing the name Brad. Unlike at the movie 
version, viewers should be advised against 
throwing things, as real actors will partake 
in the Wash. U. performance. Expect a 
wacky time, raunchy dance moves and 
maybe an orgy or two.

‘Rocky Horror’ to 
cause pandemonium in 

Village Black Box

ANDIE HUTNER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Bad As Me’ 
Tom Waits

for fans of
Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, 

Leonard Cohen, 
Antony and the Johnsons 

singles to download
“Bad As Me,” “Hell Broke Luce,” 

“New Years Eve” 

‘Puss in 
Boots’

directed by
Chris Miller
and starring

Antonio Banderas

MOVIE REVIEW

Grab your 10-gallon hats and slip 
into your rockin’- and rollin’-est cow-
boy boots. Country music icon Reba 
McEntire is coming to St. Louis. While 
the redhead’s over-40-year career has 
proved to be an inspiration for sev-
eral newer country artists like Carrie 
Underwood, LeAnn Rimes and Faith 
Hill, Reba continues to put out No. 1 
hit after No. 1 hit. This is not surpris-
ing, considering she is one of  the most 
popular practicing music artists today. 
Her current tour, called All The Women 
I Am Tour, is named after her 2009 gold-
certified album, but the concert should 
put a fresh spin on the recorded tracks.

The concert is this Friday at Chaifetz 
Arena at St. Louis University. Tickets 
cost as little as $27, but a prime seat 
could set you back nearly an additional 
$50. Openers are The Band Perry, Steel 
Magnolia and Edens Edge.

where Chaifetz Arena at SLU

when Friday, Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m. 
price $27, $61.50 or $71.50

MOLLY SEVCIK
MUSIC EDITOR

Reba McEntire

NICOLAS KHAYAT | ABACA PRESS | MCT

Actress and country music star Reba McEn-
tire appears at the 38th annual Country Music 
Awards in Nashville, Tenn. McEntire will be per-
forming at the Chaifetz Arena on Friday, Oct. 28.

where Village Black Box Theater
when Friday, Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 29, 2 p.m. 

and 7:30 p.m.; Sunday Oct. 30 at 2 p.m.
price $5

Tim Curry stars as Dr. Frank-N-Furter in “The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show.” Cast & Crew’s 
production of “Rocky Horror” will be per-
formed this Friday in the Village Black Box.

COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY FOX
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A major reason the No. 
17 Washington University 
women’s soccer team is 
12-4 on the season is a 
potent scoring attack aver-
aging 2.81 goals per game. 
Sophomore wing mid-
fielder Lauren Steimle is 
helping to lead the way.  

A systems science and 
engineering major from 
St. Charles, Ill., Steimle 
went from playing in only 
11 games in 2010 to start-
ing 13 so far in 2011, and 
the change has paid off. 
Steimle is third-highest 
scorer with eight goals, 
including one game-
winner against Webster 
University on Oct. 6, and 
has notched one assist 
on the season. Student 
Life recently sat down 
with Steimle to talk about 
everything relating to her 
soccer life. 

Student Life: How did 
you start playing soccer?

Lauren Steimle: I think, 
when I was younger, my 
parents just sort of  threw 
me in everything, and I 
guess soccer was the thing 
that I just liked the most. 
I started playing just rec. 
soccer. I think originally I 
was playing with the boys, 
so it was like the [under]-
six league or something. 
I started playing travel 
at U-8, so that’s when it 
started becoming a little 
more serious. Throughout 
high school, I played on 
both my high school team 
and my club team.

SL: When you were a 
kid, did you always play 
midfield?

LS: Yeah, I played 
pretty much everything but 
defender, I guess. When I 
was younger, I usually 
played up top. In high 
school, I more played cen-
ter mid, but now I’m on 

the outside.
SL: What made you 

choose to come to Wash. 
U.?

LS: Basically, it’s a great 
school, and I wanted to 
be able to play soccer. It’s 
pretty much the best of  
both worlds.

SL: How do you think 
you have improved in your 
time at Wash. U.?

LS: I guess I’ve just 
adjusted to the pace of  
play. The game is a lot 
faster and more physi-
cal than in high school. 
I think by being able to 
read where the ball is 
going rather than react-
ing to it, I’ve been able 
to put myself  in scoring 
positions. I think I’ve also 
gained some confidence on 
the ball that I didn’t really 
have last year.

SL: What part of  your 
game really suits playing 
on the wing?

LS: This year I think the 

thing is my coach wanted 
to have more attackers on 
the field in general, so tak-
ing someone who maybe 
has a forward’s finish-
ing mentality and putting 
them on the wing. I think 
that’s why I’m playing 
there now.

SL: This year you’re 
seeing the field a lot more 
than last year and as a 
result you have recorded 
eight goals and one assist. 
What do you really think 
is the biggest change that 
you or the team made in 
the offseason?

LS: I think that as a 
team, we are just playing 
a lot better; we are scoring 
more goals, and just being 
in the other team’s half  
more usually generates 
more chances, which we 
just have been finishing, so 
I think it’s a lot of  that.

SL: What would you 
say is the strongest part of  
your game?

LS: I like to think I have 
pretty good field vision. 
I like to be able to slip a 
person through if  they’re 
open. I guess my technical 
ability too.

SL: On the other side, 
what do you think you 
need to improve a little bit?

LS: I guess I’m not the 
biggest person [laughter], 
so I have to compensate 
for that a little bit, so I 
wish I could be better win-
ning balls in the air.

SL: [Laughter] I mean, 
that’s not really something 
that you can change, but 
that’s O.K. What sort of  
professional role models 
or influences do you have?

LS: I guess I really like 
how [FC Barcelona for-
ward Lionel] Messi plays 
because he is pretty skill-
ful, and I think that’s really 
cool. And [Atlanta Beat 
midfielder] Lori Chalupny, 
of  course! She is our assis-
tant coach and pretty cool, 
too.

SL: What do you think 
has been your best or 
favorite memory of  Wash. 
U. soccer so far?

LS: We’ve had a couple 
of  great come-from-behind 

games this season, so a 
couple of  those. I also have 
some friends on Illinois 
Wesleyan [University] and 
we beat them pretty good, 
so that was fun. We’ve got 
three big games left that 
we’re guaranteed, and then 
hopefully we will make it 
to the tournament and cre-
ate some great memories 
there.

SL: In UAA play, you’ve 
got the University of  
Rochester, Case Western 
Reserve University and 
the University of  Chicago 
coming up. What do you 
think your chances are in 
those games?

LS: I think we’ve shown 
that we can hang with any-
one in our conference. The 
couple we’ve dropped, I 
think we’ve probably 
outplayed them, and so 
we’ve just got to finish our 
chances.

See Steimle and the 
rest of  the Bears take on 
Rochester on Friday at 8 
p.m. and Case Western on 
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. this 
weekend at Francis Field.

SAHIL PATEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Steimle’s scoring touch key to Bears’ success
8 goals, increased play a major contribution in second season

NATHANIEL MARGOLIES | BEAR MOMENTS

Sophomore Lauren Steimle No. 13 defends the ball from Laura Simicich No. 25 of Carnegie Mellon. Steimle has made 8 goals and 1 assists so far on the year. 
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Freshman Lucy Cheadle 
broke into the collegiate 
cross-country scene quickly, 
matching senior star Liz 
Phillips stride-for-stride in the 
season’s first meet, missing an 
individual title by a mere 0.3 
seconds.

That was on Sept. 3 at 
the Washington University 
Big River Running Early 
Bird Meet. Fast forward 
to Cheadle’s second race, 
Oct. 15 at the University of  
Wisconsin-Oshkosh Brooks 
Invitational, the Bears’ most 
important meet of  the season 
to date. She fell to the back 
of  the pack to start out, pre-
sumably a sign of  rust after 
missing three races with a 
minor calf  injury.

But it was just strategy, evi-
dence of  the intangibles that 
head coach Jeff  Stiles raves 
about. Soon enough, Cheadle 
surged ahead, finishing third 
for the Bears and 15th among 
a field of  nearly 400 top 
Division III runners. Cheadle 
started conservatively and 
finished strong, just as Stiles 
always instructs his runners 
to do.

“A lot of  people have 
talent,” Stiles said. “That 
doesn’t mean that you do 
well or that you do well right 
away.”

Cheadle has managed to 
perform well immediately, 
though, and she is a crucial 
part of  the No. 2 women’s 
cross-country team head-
ing into its most important 
races of  the year. The Bears 
are favored over No. 19 
Emory and No. 26 NYU 
in the University Athletic 
Association Championships 
on Saturday.

Despite the expecta-
tions for herself  and the 
team, Cheadle maintains an 
uncanny calmness through it 
all.

“If  you just enjoy compet-
ing and don’t worry too much 
about the results and just 
push yourself, you’re in con-
trol of  how you do,” she said. 
“Worrying about it isn’t going 
to do any good. I don’t set a 
goal [time] where if  I don’t 
hit it I’m just devastated, so 
there’s really no failing as 
long as you’re giving it your 
100 percent for that day.”

Cheadle will run track in 
the spring; she competed in 
the 800m, 1600m, and 4x4 
events in high school.

She chose Wash. U. over 
two Division I schools, 
University of  Washington—
the division’s No. 2 
team—and the University of  
Portland. A chemical engi-
neering major, she said the 
Division I time commitment 
often takes away from one’s 
enthusiasm for the sport. 

Because there is much less 
scholarship money for cross-
country than in sports like 
football and basketball, ath-
letes often feel more pressure 
to perform well and avoid 
injuries, or they risk losing 
financial aid. At Wash. U., 
Cheadle can let her love of  
the sport drive her.

As a senior at Roosevelt 
High in Seattle, Cheadle was 
the seventh-place runner in 
the Division 4A Washington 
state championship and 
led her team to a 13th place 
state finish. The bar has been 
raised another notch this year.

“It’s definitely new being 
on a team that’s pretty much 
going to go to Nationals as 
long as we don’t have any 
huge mess ups,” Cheadle 
said. “In high school, for 
my team the goal was just to 
make it to state, and doing 
that was so exciting.”

Stiles pointed to Cheadle’s 
maturity as the source of  
her quick success and poten-
tial to become a perennial 
All-American.

“She pretty much had the 
mindset of  a college runner 
while she was a senior in high 
school…You can’t give that 
to someone—that’s not any-
thing that I can take credit 
for—that’s something that she 
came to us with,” Stiles said. 
“As a coach you can appre-
ciate and observe and know 
that’s absolutely a reason why 
she’ll do well. As well as she 
did in her first race...I think 
it’s just a good litmus test of  
what she’s capable of  in the 
future.”

Cheadle is the most visible 
of  several impact freshmen 
on both the women’s and 
men’s teams. Ryan Senci has 
been a consistent top-five 
presence for the men and is 
usually joined in the top seven 
by Drew Padgett and Garrett 
Patrick. Grace Bridwell and 
Beatrice Gantzer project 
as top-five runners for the 
women next year.

Cheadle is the bridge 
between the present and the 
future for the Bears. The team 
has all but one of  its top-six 
runners, Taryn Surtees, back 
from last year’s national run-
ner-up team. As easy as it is 
to wonder about Cheadle’s 
potential as an upperclass-
man, the Bears’ best chance 
at a national champion-
ship could be now, with 
three seniors—Liz Phillips, 
Erica Jackey and Molly 
Wawrzyniak—in their cur-
rent top five.

“We want to do as well as 
possible at nationals, what-
ever that means,” Cheadle 
said. “We just want every-
body to be on the line ready 
to have the race of  her life 
and see what we can do 
together.”

While the members of  
the Washington University 
women’s volleyball team 
have their eyes set on 
another national champi-
onship, they’re not the only 
volleyball players on cam-
pus who have high hopes 
for their future.

The men’s club vol-
leyball team took part in 
an exhibition matchup 
against the Saint Louis 
University men’s club 
team on Wednesday night, 
marking the first time a 
club team has played in 
the Washington University 
Field House.

The match was organized 
by club co-president Ryan 
Verner as part of  an attempt 
to get the club team’s name 
out to the Wash. U. and St. 
Louis communities.

“With the exhibition, my 
hope is to show students the 
high level that our club team 
has reached and get them 
interested in the team,” said 
Verner, a junior.

The leaders of  the club, 
including Verner and senior 
co-president Juan Manfredi, 
have been working for 
months to get the Wash. U. 
men’s volleyball program 
some publicity in the St. 
Louis area.

“We’ve always thought 
that Wash. U. would be a 

great place—and is a great 
place—for volleyball,” 
Manfredi said. “There’s 
definitely a culture for it, 
with the girls’ team doing so 
well, and we kind of  want to 
show people that the guys’ 
team is pretty good, and we 
want to get them excited 
about the men’s team doing 
well.”

While one of  the long-
term goals of  the club is to 
make men’s volleyball a var-
sity sport at the University, 
restrictions such as Title IX, 
balancing the number of  
men’s and women’s teams, 
make that goal difficult. 
So Verner looked to make 
improvements that he could 
actively pursue. 

“Over the summer, I 
started to branch out with 
our players and our club 
name, making us more of  
a presence in the St. Louis 
volleyball community,” he 
said. “Our guys played in 
local sand and grass tour-
naments and local open 
gyms to get the community 
behind our team and make 
connections.”

The community outreach 
efforts seem to be paying 
off, as more male students 
in the area are including 
the men’s club volleyball 
team as a reason to come to 
Wash. U.

“We’re getting top-flight 
talent to come to Wash. U. 
without a varsity program,” 

Manfredi said. “If  there 
were a varsity program 
here, we could draw good 
players from all over the 
country, and we could keep 
good players from St. Louis, 
[which] is actually one of  
the hotbeds of  high school 
volleyball in the Midwest.”

Those efforts continued 
on the Wash. U. campus in 
the fall, as the club took a 
number of  measures to get 
its name out on campus. It 
worked with Chi Omega for 
the Chi Omega Classic in 
September and is hosting a 
tournament on the intramu-
ral fields in the spring.

Sean Curtis, director of  
club and intramural sports 
at Wash. U., noted the prog-
ress the club has made.

“What I see is a more 
organized effort to let the 
students on campus know 
that there’s an opportu-
nity if  they wish to play 
men’s volleyball,” Curtis 
said. “The group is gaining 
momentum, getting stron-
ger, more organized, to the 
point where they’re going 
to play a match in [the Field 
House].”

The Wednesday’s match 
just shows how much the 
club—which now consists 
of  an “A” squad that travels 
to competitions and a “B” 
squad of  lower-level or less 
experienced players—has 
progressed in recent years.

“We’ve been progressing 

in every dimension. My 
freshman year, sometimes 
practices would be me 
and four other guys kind 
of  messing around with 
the ball for an hour and a 
half  or so,” Manfredi, the 
team’s lone four-year vet-
eran, said. “Every year we 
slowly improved. We’ve got 
more players, players that 
are actually committed. We 
have a coach for the first 
time this year, which is a big 
step forward.”

The team recognizes that 
the ultimate goal of  becom-
ing a varsity sports team 
here at Wash. U. may not 
be achieved any time soon, 
if  ever. But with the NCAA 
adding national champion-
ships for Division III men’s 
volleyball this year, it con-
tinues to be a possibility.

“Every year, the barriers 
for that are going down,” 
Manfredi said.

But whether or not that 
becomes a reality any time 
soon, the team looks to be 
well on its way to making its 
presence known all across 
campus and in the St. Louis 
community.

“We want the student 
body and the community to 
get together and make the 
game bigger here,” Verner 
said. “If  we succeed in that 
but still fail to get the varsity 
team, we’ve still accom-
plished a lot.”

ALEX LEICHENGER
SPORTS REPORTER

KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Cheadle’s freshman 
campaign off 
to fast start

Men’s volleyball exhibition a big 
step for club team

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

Freshman middle hitter Evan Engel (right) blocks the kill attempt by Saint Louis University’s Mike Robertson during the first set of 
Wednesday night’s match. The match marked the first time the Washington University men’s club volleyball team played in the WU 
Field House.
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BIKES, BEER, PARTY!

www.HandleBarStl.com
4127 Manchester 63110

         Every Thursday  
& Ride It w/ Coltrain 18+ Dance Night
Trivia  @ 8

Fri Oct. 29 @ 6

Tue Nov. 1 @ 8 
Wed Nov. 2 @ 7 
      @ 10 

Halloween Bike Ride & After Party
Karaoke Open Mic Night
Free bike repair class
DJ Bobby Analog & $1.50 PBRs

Starts from Turtle Park

Awesome drink specials
(pitcher specials on Tuesdays) 
Student discounts
Fire Pit Patio CLAYTON/WASH U

314-726-3030
7018 Pershing

MEDIUM
3-TOPPING PIZZA

999$ EACH

Limited Time Offer. Deep Dish Extra. Delivery Charge May Apply.

We’re Open Late!
Sun-Thurs 10am-1am
Fri & Sat 10am-2am

Coupon Code: 83533

St. Louis’ ONLY Place to Enjoy Over a Dozen Varieties of Macaroni & Cheese!

•	 Indoor	and	Outdoor	Seating

•	Cold	Beer	-	Great	Wine

•	Voted	St.	Louis’	Favorite							

				Mac	&	Cheese	-	RFT	‘11

CHEESE-OLOGY
Macaroni & Cheese

6602 Delmar 
(in The Loop)
314.863.6365

Visit us often for our special Limited Edition Macs!

www.cheese-ology.com

off everyday for Wash U 
students, faculty & staff
Must show Wash U I.D.20% 

LIMITED TIME OFFER:

176 Carondelet, Clayton, MO
Next to the Ritz Carlton
Check us out on line at strattonscafe.com

FREE WIFI!

threekingspub.com

6307 Delmar B
lvd

on th
e Loop

20% off of food with college I.D.
Monday-Thursday from 10 pm-close

 Best Bar Food in Town!

  20 beers on tap

  Live music wed-sun.             
            

  Late night menu
(never a cover!)

          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

CADENZA EDITOR | ANDIE HUTNER | CADENZA@STUDLIFE.COM

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Mylo Xyloto’ 
Coldplay

for fans of
U2, other Coldplay albums

singles to download
“Hurts Like Heaven,” 

“Don’t Let It Break Your Heart,” 
“Charlie Brown”

After being absent from the 
charts since the 2008 release 
of  “Viva la Vida or Death and 
All His Friends,” Coldplay has 
certainly come back with a bang. 
Frontman Chris Martin described 
“Mylo Xyloto” as a concept 
album, referring to it as “a love 
story in a big, scary city.” Even if  
you don’t understand what it all 
means, however, there’s no deny-
ing that it works. 

The first full-length track, 
“Hurts Like Heaven,” is by far the 
most dance-worthy Coldplay song 
to date. While fans of  their first 
album may complain that many 
of  the new songs are too bubble-
gum for their taste, the general 

response from critics and listeners 
so far has been overwhelmingly 
positive. Another song, “U.F.O,” 
shows off  Martin’s vocals in a 
simple acoustic track, the likes of  
which are rare in popular music 
today.

To get the full effect, listen to 
the album straight through, from 
the 43-second intro track all the 
way to the infectiously catchy 
“Don’t Let It Break Your Heart.” 
Songs blend together in a good 
way, going through seamless but 
still exciting transitions that make 
it hard to tell where one track ends 
and the next begins. This is where 
the idea of  the concept album 
really comes into play. Every song 
is full of  the kind of  colorful, 
youthful energy and revolutionary 
spirit that the band is aiming for.

HAYLEY PERLIS
CADENZA REPORTER

KAYLA HOLLENBAUGH
CADENZA REPORTER

Kelly Clarkson has returned 
to the music scene with her fifth 
studio album, “Stronger.”

The album doesn’t deviate 
much from Clarkson’s typical 
formula of  catchy, sing-along 
anthems about how ignorant 
boys are. “Stronger,” however, 
never fully achieves the suc-
cess and repeatability of  her 
previous album, “All I Ever 
Wanted.”

For starters, the first single 
off  of  “Stronger,” “Mr. Know 
it All,” although sung as 
masterfully as ever, is a tepid 
soft-rock creation that never 
builds to the power of  “My Life 
Would Suck Without You.” 
The empowering, dance-pop 
confection “What Doesn’t Kill 

You (Stronger)” would’ve been 
a much better choice for a first 
single.

Although anger and power-
ful emotion go hand-in-hand 
in any Kelly song, she seems to 
have an overabundance here. 
Almost every song complains 
about something. Sometimes 
this works well, like in the 
’80s-inspired “Alone” and “You 
Can’t Win,” Kelly’s attack on 
the superficial music industry. 

There are a lot of  angry yet 
forgettable songs with bitter 
lyrics and inoffensive backing 
melodies that all seem to blend 
together. These songs, includ-
ing “You Love Me” and “Dark 
Side,” suffer not from being hor-
rible but from being merely OK. 
On the other hand, “I Forgive 
You,” while being a perfect 
scream-along song, provides 

listeners a welcome respite from 
the album’s animosity.

With 17 songs on the album, 
the length of  “Stronger” per-
plexes, as it’s clear that some 
songs—like the baffling coun-
try ballad “Don’t You Wanna 
Stay,” featuring Jason Aldean—
could’ve and should’ve been 
cut. Other songs, like “Standing 
in Front of  You,” are simply 
boring and equally dispensable.

In the end, the album gave 
me that dangerous feeling of  
ambivalence. Fans of  Clarkson 
will appreciate the mix of  
powerfully sung ballads and 
guitar-fueled girl power. But 
while she belts songs as well 
as ever, there isn’t anything 
groundbreaking here, and only 
a few of  songs are worthy of  
repeated listens.

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Stronger’ 
Kelly 

Clarkson

for fans of
P!nk, Demi Lovato, 
Carrie Underwood 

singles to download
“What Doesn’t Kill You 

(Stronger),” “You Can’t Win,” 
“Alone”

cadenza
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 27, 2011

ACROSS
1 Esther Williams

number
12 One who “must

have THREE
DIFFERENT
NAMES”: Eliot

15 Stage manager’s
exhortation

16 Opposite of
hence

17 1870s period
costume named
for a Dickens
lass

18 Grille cover
19 Composer of

“The Lovely
Bones” music

20 1986-to-2001
orbiter

21 In sequence
23 Mason’s fee
26 Ones waiting for

bottle openers?
27 Storm’s dir.
28 Ulster, for one
30 Indicate

indifference
33 Printers’ primary

colors
34 Debt-laden fin.

deal
35 Derisive call
36 Pep rally climax,

perhaps
37 Transfer

consequence,
familiarly

38 Wood used in
bows

39 Grinds
40 Auto club

recommendation
41 It’s for the dogs
43 Trig. function
44 Like some

prescription
lenses

45 Took after
50 Establish firmly
52 __ Zion Church
53 Soprano Marton
54 Milne tyke
55 Hippie era

swinger?
58 Heel in a bakery
59 Life-support

system?
60 Paris’s Pont __

Arts
61 Mona Lisa Vito in

“My Cousin
Vinny,” for one

DOWN
1 Improved,

perhaps, as a road
2 Mark Yom Kippur
3 Letter-shaped

workbench
groove

4 School subj. for
an au pair

5 Seuss hallmark
6 Big ox, say
7 Au courant
8 Copier tray size:

Abbr.
9 Adriatic vacation

destination
10 Coming into view
11 Chicken option
12 Two-wheeled

carriage with a
folding hood

13 Easy
14 Forest dweller

with a cap
22 Ref. work
24 “Everybody Loves

__”: Johnny Cash
album

25 Sovereign
euphemism

29 37-Across rentals
30 Like a prime

candidate for
disillusionment

31 Duffer’s dream

32 Mars and
Mercury

33 Mint family plant
36 Eleventh-hour

panic
37 “The Horse Fair”

artist Bonheur
39 String in a

preschool class?
40 Subterranean

rodent
42 Narrow

waterway: Abbr.

43 Fluffy clouds
46 Colorful talker
47 Style, as hair into

a bouffant
48 Crusader’s

targets
49 Kierkegaard et al.
51 Butler’s estate,

for a time
56 __ Bund: Swiss

newspaper
57 Pewter

component

Monday’s Puzzle Solved
By Brad Wilber

(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
MONDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2
3 4

© 2011 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

10/27/11

HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

10/24 SOLUTION

topic:    Famous Vampires

6352 Forsyth Blvd  |  314.935.9191  |  www.washucsc.org

A drunken man staggers in to a Catholic 

church, sits down in a confession box, and 

says nothing. The bewildered priest knocks 

on the wall to attract his attention, but still the 

man says nothing. Finally, after a long pause, 

the drunk replies, “No use knocking—

there’s no toilet paper in this one either.”

And that’s why we 
don’t have confessionals at the 

Catholic Student Center at Wash U 
(just comfy couches and chairs for confessions).

For more good-humored Catholics (and 

people of all faiths), drop by the Catholic 

Student Center this weekend for Mass 

or just to hang out.

SPONSORED BY:

maniapuzzle

scene
SCENE EDITOR | DAVIS SARGEANT | SCENE@STUDLIFE.COM

cocktail   
corner

This week in Cocktail Corner, 
we are discussing one of  the most 
well-known drinks in the world: 
the martini. Despite its seem-
ingly Italian name, this cocktail 
is as American as apple pie and 
the Model T. The martini was 
made famous to movie audiences 
by James Bond, who preferred 
his cocktail shaken, not stirred. 
There are now many modern 
variations of  the beverage that 
appear in pop culture, like the 
appletini, the official drink of  
Facebook. Or so Aaron Sorkin 
would have us believe.

A martini is made with gin 
and vermouth, plus an olive or 
a lemon twist to garnish. It’s 
served straight up in a chilled 
cocktail glass rather than with 
ice. “Wet” and “dry” refer to the 
amount of  vermouth in a martini. 
A dry martini features very little 
vermouth—generally a 5:1 gin to 
vermouth ratio. A wet martini, 
on the other hand, is heavy on 
the vermouth. Vermouth is very 
sweet, so be wary of  adding too 
much. You can have your martini 

shaken or stirred, but for the 
cheap college student, the shaker 
might be too large of  an expense. 
Another idea for the frugal would 
be to substitute vodka for gin. 
Depending on personal taste, 
choose between the olive or 
lemon twist as the garnish. Other 
possible garnishes include pickled 
onions. The pickled onion mar-
tini is known as the Gibson.

 The appletini is actually not a 
direct variation of  the martini, as 
some of  the more popular recipes 
don’t include gin or vermouth. 
This may upset the martini pur-
ists, but an appletini is simply 
called an appletini because it is 
served in the same type of  glass 
as a martini. Most appletini 
recipes call for just two shots 
of  vodka and a shot of  apple 
schnapps. To make the drink 
more in line with the traditional 
martini, consider substituting 
apple vodka for regular vodka in 
the frugal vodka-and-vermouth 
martini variation mentioned 
above. For a peachtini, use peach 
vodka. Espressotini, espresso 
vodka. There are almost infinite 
possibili-tinis out there. 

Happy drinking!

CHRISTIAN GOODEN | ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH | MCT

A Chocolate Covered Cherry, a type of martini malt, is served at The Fountain on Locust.

GEORGIE MORVIS
SCENE REPORTER

Shaken, not stirred
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It takes a village to raise a child.
Few students at Washington 

University are children, but we 
depend on resources like the Writing 
Center and Student Financial 
Services. Unfortunately, children 
of the poorer St. Louis school 
districts lack access to an adequate 
education.  The Alberti Program, 
the charity for this year’s Bauhaus, 
strives to provide economically 
underprivileged students with 
instruction in creative thinking and 
environmental sensitivity. Dozens 
of volunteers collaborate to frame 
a learning environment focused on 
the unique needs of students. The 
Alberti Program is no ordinary char-
ity; it’s a labor of love.

The program’s plinth, Senior 
Lecturer Gay Lorberbaum, 
described Alberti’s history.

“Bruce Lindsey, dean of archi-
tecture, immediately launched the 
program after his arrival here five 
years ago. Dean Lindsey wanted 
to bring kids from the city here for 
free to learn about architecture and 
design. He asked me pretty quickly 
if I would take charge,” Lorberbaum 
said. Lindsey named the pro-
gram for Leon Battista Alberti, a 
Renaissance architect.

Despite some initial hitches, both 
Lindsey and Lorberbaum were 
committed to Alberti’s success. “The 
Friday before the Monday we were 
going to start, I got a call from the 
superintendent [of the district we 
were helping] saying that instead of  
20 children coming, we were only 
going to have seven,” Lorberbaum 
said. “That next day, Dean Lindsey 
was coming back from a trip to San 
Francisco for the University. I met 
him at the airport and told him what 
had happened. And he said ‘Gay, 
we’re going to start no matter what.’ 
And at that moment I knew that he 
was not initiating this program for 
any but the most honest reasons. He 
genuinely wants to help these kids.”

The plight of public schools has 
been the Alberti Program’s concern 
from its first blueprint. Lorberbaum 
noted some deficiencies in public 

education. “[There are] kids with 
asbestos poisoning or mothers on 
crack,” she said. “I’m not exaggerat-
ing. Public schools have less money 
in their budgets. There are all these 
kids who are really bright. I’ve never 
met a kid who isn’t bright. Never.”

“And I’ve worked with more kids 
than most people on this campus,” 
Lorberbaum continued. “I decided 
in the beginning to work with the 
Wellston School District. It’s one 
of the most in-need school districts 
given the level of income of the 
students.”

The Alberti Program has grown 
in the last five years to serve more 
districts.

“We have children coming from 
over nearly 25 schools. I’ve been 
slowly meeting principals and 
learning about more and more 
schools in the city. We have nearly 
a hundred in the program today,” 
Lorberbaum said. Participants meet 
on Saturdays during the school year 
and throughout June. In addition 
to Lorberbaum, students in the 
University’s College of Architecture 
serve as instructors for the children.

Lorberbaum sketches each ses-
sion’s curriculum with great care. 
The day begins with a lecture from 
a local expert. “I’ll call on anyone in 
the University or the city, and every-
one has always said yes,” she said. 
“As I develop the day’s curriculum, 
I decide whether I want an architect, 
an engineer, someone from biology.” 

These lecturers have ranged from 
ecologists to social workers. “The 
lectures have 19 college students 
sitting in the audience, the Alberti 
instructors. Those lectures are 
geared for them. The lecturers are 
told to not dumb down, but for 40 
minutes, you see a hundred kids 
attentive. That’s pretty incredible,” 
Lorberbaum said.

The students seem to revel in their 
projects. When I arrived, they were 
arched over in thought, designing 
structures that could support a team 
of underwater excavators. One of  
the instructors, sophomore Grant 
McCracken, remarked about the 
variety of approaches the students 
employed.

“It’s a diverse studio environment 
in which kids feed off each other,” 

he said. “They get at a new project 
with a lot of enthusiasm, which you 
see in the lecture. How they attack 
the project varies, but there’s so 
much enthusiasm.”

Alberti’s attention to each child’s 
needs allows for this enthusiasm. 
Lorberbaum stressed that every 
student has a unique learning style. 

“The student-teacher ratios are 
so good; we can understand it is 
best for some children to go to the 
library first and read about a lot of  
examples. It’s better for the kines-
thetic learners to start right away. 
There are seven or eight ways for 
starting off,” Lorberbaum said. “All 
the instructors are sensitive to how 
each of the kids begin.” 

The Alberti program endorses lat-
eral thinking—an indirect, creative 
approach to learning. 

“[In lateral thinking] we first come 
up with a really important question 
that’s worth our time investigating 
and consider a number of variables 
and sub-questions. We study the 
question with a model, perhaps a 
literal 3D model, or a piece of writ-
ing. Then we either change the scale 

or the variables,” Lorberbaum said. 
“So I might look at how eyes read 
words, and then I might look at a 
full anatomical model of a eye. We 
have to in a few hours come up with 
an idea to answer that question.”

Testimony from the students 
suggests the program’s approach 
is successfully molding thinkers. 
Anastasia Roth, 13, commented that 
she liked trying to “build indoor/
outdoor spaces so that you have a 
space that transitions from one to 
another.” Maya Jones, 12, spoke 
about “finding new ways to build 
old structures, especially ways to 
make them green. We need to stop 
polluting the environment.” Both 
students said the Alberti Program 
inspired them to learn more about 
design in future classes in high 
school. Maya said that the instruc-
tors “are very good at explaining 
things we don’t understand at first. 
They help us find new ways to solve 
the problems we’re facing.”

Despite its results, the Alberti 
Program needs continued support. 
The program has no budget; apart 
from space, the University provides 
nothing. Local businesses have been 
the pillars of the Alberti Program. 
Lorberbaum noted the frequent 
contributions of Artmart. “We only 
use recycled materials—we have 
no money—so I call Artmart once 
a week. They save all their matte 
board or any material they’re going 
to throw away.” 

Bon Appétit used to provide 
lunches during the summer, thanks 
to Resident District Manager 
Nadeem Siddiqui, but a corporate 
decision shut down Siddiqui’s gen-
erosity.   For the future, Lorberbaum 
hopes to help even more local chil-
dren. “The press mostly writes about 
what’s wrong with schools. But 
there are bright kids with difficult 
lives. Alberti is an answer to that. 
As it is, it’s not fair; we have no bus 
money; it’s only for kids who can get 
here somehow,” she said. 

Hopefully, they will. Maya 
certainly wants the Alberti Program 
to continue. “I’d be very mad [if  
Alberti stopped], because I want to 
someday become an architect,” she 
said.

Students lined up more than two 
hours before doors even opened 
in order to vie for the best seats for 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt’s hitRECord 
event at Graham Chapel.

Gordon-Levitt, a long-time indie 
actor, achieved fame through more 
mainstream Hollywood movies 
such as “10 Things I Hate About 
You,” “(500) Days of Summer,” 
“Inception” and his latest release, 
“50/50.” HitRECord is Gordon-
Levitt’s personal online collaborative 

project that shares its profits with all 
artists who contribute.

Gordon-Levitt burst onto stage 
and down the aisles of Graham 
Chapel, greeting a sea of open 
arms, camera flashes and screams 
with a camera of his own. “Are we 
recording?” was his catchphrase of  
the night.

Throughout the night, Gordon-
Levitt invited students to share their 
experiences at the movies by using 
the hashtag #hitRECordWashU on 
Twitter. Unabashed students tweeted 
their experiences about throwing up 
in a movie, dressing up as characters 
or going on a father-daughter date to 

“Borat,” among other experiences.
Freshman Becca Brenner was 

invited onstage to talk about her 
tweet about getting her first kiss 
while at a showing of “Epic Movie.”

“I love him, and I wanted to 
meet him. My tweet was funny, and 
it’s true. It made a good story, and 
other people probably could relate,” 
Brenner said. “I’m never going to 
have that opportunity again.”

HitRECord’s newest products 
include “The Tiny Book of Tiny 
Stories,” a collection of charm-
ing one-liner stories and puns. 
Members of hitRECord contribute 
different aspects of the book, from 

illustrations to the original sto-
ries themselves. Some stories are 
narrated and turned into accompa-
nying animations later. Sophomore 
Anneliese Hernandez was invited 
onstage to narrate the line: “King 
Midas wondered what would hap-
pen if he touched himself.” This 
sound file will apparently be used 
as an actual voice-over for this ‘tiny 
story.’

Amanda Garcia, director of  
services for Congress of the South 40 
and organizer of the event, was very 
pleased with the turnout for the event 
and how the event went. “I was so 
excited because it was exactly what 

I was going for with the interactive 
audience participation, and the 
audience was just really respond-
ing to what he was doing. It wasn’t 
someone just talking, but being a part 
of the whole thing,” she said.

Gordon-Levitt proved that his 
breadth of talent includes more than 
just acting, as he performed songs 
from hitRECord’s first anthology of  
artworks, photos and music, entitled 
“RECollection.” Gordon-Levitt 
sought to rekindle the nostalgia of  
an old movie theater and the unique 
bond shared by a crowd of strangers 
in a dark room.

Building the future: the Alberti Program
DAVIS SARGEANT
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

COURTESY OF DEEPTI ADLAKHA

Elementary school students work with senior lecturer Gay Lorberbaum as part of the Alberti Program, a problem-solv-
ing-focused workshop that introduces students to architectural design.

ALAN LIU 
& DANIELLE WU
STUDENT LIFE STAFF

GENEVIEVE HAY | STUDENT LIFE
Joseph Gordon-Levitt performs Sam Cooke’s song “Any Day Now” in Graham Chapel on Tuesday evening. Gordon-Levitt was promoting his project, hitRECord.

#hitRECordWashU 
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