
Reversing its decision from two 
weeks ago, Student Union Senate 
narrowly voted in favor of  cutting 
nearly a quarter of  its seats.

The change, pending major-
ity approval by SU Treasury and 
two-thirds of  the student body, 
would cut six seats—four from the 
College of  Arts & Sciences, one 
from the engineering school and 
one from the business school.

Senators J.R. Davis and Neel 
Desai sponsored the amendment. 
They stressed it would improve 
competition for SU Senate, mak-
ing sure people who win seats 
genuinely want the job, and pres-
sure senators to perform their 
work. 

Three vice presidents of  admin-
istration have failed to pass the 
amendment in the past several 
years. This is the first time it was 
sponsored by students outside of  
SU’s executive branch.

Junior Mamatha Challa, vice 
president of  administration, said 
she was pleased that the amend-
ment she proposed two weeks ago 
ultimately made it past its first 
hurdle.

“I’m really excited,” she said. 
“This is probably the first time 

it’s been proposed by the senators 
themselves, which was one of  the 
strengths about it.”

The amendment to SU’s con-
stitution needed two-thirds of  
the vote to pass. The final vote 
was 15-7 with 1 abstention; sena-
tors were holding bated breath 
as Speaker of  the Senate Dan 
Robinson verified that the abstain-
ing vote didn’t count against the 
measure.

Robinson said that while he tries 
to remain impartial, he was par-
ticularly pleased with the group’s 
discussion concerning the change. 

“I think that we had a really 
productive dialogue in the body,” 
Robinson said. “I’m glad sena-
tors were able to put forth [the] 
initiative.”

While some senators voiced 
concern about the amendment ulti-
mately discouraging students from 
running for SU Senate, numerous 
freshmen considering running for 
office said they approve of  the 
legislation.

“I’m glad that they were able 
to get it through so that everyone 
can vote on it—this gives the entire 
school the opportunity to vote on 
how they are represented,” said 
freshman Hamilton Cook, from 
the School of  Engineering & 
Applied Science.

Madhana Pandian, a freshman 
in the College of  Arts & Sciences, 
said the arguments in favor of  the 
change transformed her initial 
doubts.

“When it was first introduced I 
had all negative thoughts, because 
the first thing that came to mind 
was that the increased competition 
would make it impossible for fresh-
men to get on Senate…but I really 

did side with the decision that 
was made at the end. The people 
on the pro side did a really good 
job of  presenting their argument,” 
she said. “I also really enjoyed the 
open discussion on both sides.”

Speaker for the Treasury, junior 
Julian Nicks, said he does not envi-
sion the constitutional amendment 
being nearly as contentious when 
Treasury considers passing it next 

week.
“I don’t think it’ll be nearly as 

hot of  a debate,” he said. “I don’t 
imagine it being even close to this 
much discussion.”

Treasury member Sean Janda, a 
sophomore, echoed his sentiments.

“I think that if  Senate is going to 
pass it…it only affects their body, 
so I think Treasury should pass it 
as well,” he said.
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Sukkot may be a holiday about 
Exodus, but this year, people are 
flooding the Washington University 
campus to take part in Sukkah City 
St. Louis.

Architects, designers and students 
from around the country traveled 
to St. Louis this week to construct 
their winning designs in the Sukkah 
City St. Louis concept and design 
competition. 

A Sukkah is a temporary structure 
connected with the Jewish holiday 
of Sukkot. It provides shelter while 
connecting inhabitants with nature. 

“At once, we celebrate the refu-
gee personality of the Israelites, the 
Exodus from Egypt and then on the 
other hand, the bounty of the har-
vest,” said Silk Foundation Campus 
Rabbi Andy Kastner, one of the 

organizers of the event. 
The 10 competition finalists 

began to assemble their structures 
on Sunday. Despite inclement 
weather on Monday and Tuesday, 
nearly all of them were complete 
in time for the competition’s public 
reception on Tuesday evening.

The Sukkahs, constructed on 
the Women’s Building Lawn, will 
remain there through Oct. 22. 

The competition, entitled 
“Defining and Defying Boundaries,” 
sought to incite a conversation about 
human interaction and the boundar-
ies people construct. 

“We really wanted to, with this 
experience, with the holiday and 
with the competition, to take what 
could be a narrow, provincial, reli-
gious experience and expand it to be 
a broader, universal conversation,” 
Kastner said. 

Each of the 10 finalists’ structures 

represents a unique interpretation of  
the competition’s theme. 

“Each team was invited to re-
imagine this ancient structure 
and use it as a canvas to express a 
narrative of the way boundaries 
define what it means to be human,” 
Kastner said at Tuesday evening’s 
reception.

The “Story Cubes,” design, for 
instance, drew inspiration from the 
Western Wall in Jerusalem, and 
seeks to engage people interactively 
by allowing them to write responses 
to questions printed on colorful 
cubes placed throughout the struc-
ture’s cubby-style walls. 

A pair of architects who attended 
Washington University as under-
graduates and are now principals 
at Emery McClure Architecture in 
Lafayette, La., hoped to reflect the 

Sukkah City St. Louis

SADIE SMECK
NEWS EDITOR

More than 50 percent of  gradu-
ates from at least 30 accredited 
law schools did not get jobs 
requiring a law degree in 2009, 
Brian Tamanaha, a Washington 
University School of  Law profes-
sor, said.

Tamanaha drew the conclu-
sion from data assembled by U.S. 
News & World Report.

That year, 80 percent of  
Washington University School 
of  Law graduates found employ-
ment as lawyers. U.S. News 
currently ranks the law school 
18th in the nation.

But even at Harvard and Yale 
Universities, which have the 
country’s two top-ranked law 
schools, the employment rate of  
graduates as lawyers was in the 
low 90 percent range. 

“It was a bad year for every-
one,” said Tamanaha. “A lot of  
graduates don’t become lawyers.” 

While the data for 2010 has not 
come out yet, Professor Tamanaha 
predicts that the figures will be 
worse than those from 2009.  He 
said that students should consider 
the negative employment trend 
when deciding whether to pursue 
law degrees. 

“The main message I am trying 
to deliver here is trying to make a 
smart decision. Students should…
weigh the cost or how much debt 
they are paying before applying,” 
Tamanaha said. “It is a big invest-
ment of  both time and money.”

A Juris Doctor typically 
requires three years beyond an 
undergraduate degree and costs 
around $100,000. Tamanaha 
offered possible factors that had 
led to this job depression.

 “In 2008 and 2009, when the 

recession occurred, there was 
also a recession in legal market. 
Thousands of  lawyers were laid 
off, and the main factor was prob-
ably the oversupply of  lawyers,” 
Tamanaha said. “It used to be a 
good thing to be a lawyer in bad 
economy. However, today, it’s not 
necessarily the case.” 

Despite the statistic, first-year 
law student Elad Gross said he 
is not feeling too much anxiety 
about finding a job in the legal 
field.  

“It’s not time to be panicked, 
[but] it’s time to be urgent,” 
Gross said. “I can see that a lot 
of  students are stressed out. 
But…we are still investigating.–
Though we are hearing or being 
told about the rumors, I don’t 
want to be panicked when it’s not 
necessary.”

Gross received his bachelor’s 
degree in economics at Duke 
University, and started his own 
non-profit education organiza-
tion that takes college students 
and places them in local middle 
schools as teaching assistants and 
instructors.  

He said he is not studying law 
to become a lawyer, but  instead 
to learn how to more effectively 
help students achieve success in 
school.

Some current undergraduates 
also noted that they are uncon-
cerned about the statistic.

“Having a JD degree opens 
doors to other professions as 
well, besides being a lawyer,” 
sophomore Quanhao Tang said. 
“To me, students truly interested 
in law schools are unlikely [to 
be] discouraged by the unfavor-
able employment data and make 
decisions purely based on the 
employability of  having a JD 
degree.”

Law graduates still 
struggling to land 
legal careers
HALEY CEN
STAFF REPORTER
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Sukkahs adorn the lawn in front of the Women’s Building all week for Sukkah City St. Louis.  Left: “Story Cubes,” built by Act3 
(Ben Kaplan), Trivers Architecture and STL Beacon. Upper Right: “L’Chime Sukkah,” built by John Kleinschmidt and Andy Ster-
nad. Lower Left: “Tené,” build by Emery McClure Architecture. 

SEE SUKKAH, PAGE 3

SU Senate reconsiders, votes to cut its own seats
MICHAEL TABB
NEWS EDITOR

MICHAEL TABB | STUDENT LIFE

Members of Student Union vote on Wednesday evening.
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THURSDAY 20
PARTLY CLOUDY/WIND
57 / 35

FRIDAY 21
SUNNY
62 / 37

SATURDAY 22
MOSTLY CLOUDY
67 / 43

SUNDAY 23
PARTLY CLOUDY
69  / 46theflipside

Oct. 16, 2011
Auto accident—At 10:50 p.m., in Lot #4, a 
collision occurred between two moving 
vehicles. No injuries and minor to moderate 
vehicle damage were sustained.
Disposition: Cleared.

Property damage—At 12:33 p.m., in 
January Hall, two panes of glass were found 
to be broken from a window in the first floor 
hallway. The value is to be determined.
Disposition: Pending.

Oct. 17, 2011
Larceny—At 11:47 a.m., at Koenig House, a 
complainant reported the theft of a bicycle 
between 11 a.m. on Oct. 14 and 2:35 p.m. on 
Oct. 15. The bike is valued at $210.
Disposition: Pending.

THURSDAY 20
Sam Fox School: Film Screening
Steinberg Hall Auditorium, 7 p.m.
“!Women Art Revolution” a documentary, 
will be presented as part of the Multiple 
Feminisms series. The screening is free and 
open to the public. 

Department of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences: Colloquium
Earth and Planetary Sciences Building, Room 
203, 4:15 p.m.
“NASA at Mid-Life: The Future of Human 
Space Exploration” will be delivered by 
Charles Kennel, Ph.D., chair of the National 
Academy of Sciences’ Space Studies Board and 
distinguished professor emeritus at Scripps 
Institute of Oceanography at the University of 
California. The colloquium and subsequent 
reception are free and open to the public.

Jazz at Holmes Fall 2011 Concert Series. 
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8 p.m.
Come enjoy a erformance by saxophonists 
Mike Karpowicz and Paul Demarinis. The 
event is free and open to the public. 

FRIDAY 21
Lambda Sigma Presents Cupcakes and 
Buttons.
Danforth University Center, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Lambda Sigma will be selling cupcakes from 
the Cupcakery and buttons as a fundraiser for 
the Youth Learning Center. Cupcakes are $5 
each. Parents can pre-order cupcakes to be 
delivered during Parents Weekend, but please 
note cupcakes will not be available for sale 
during Parents Weekend. Buttons will be sold 
for $1 each. 

Korean Film Series
Seigle Hall, Room L006, 7 p.m.
The Department of East Asian Languages 
and Cultures will sponsor a screening of “The 
Man From Nowhere,” which will be shown in 
Korean with English subtitles. The screening is 
free and open to the public. 

Skandalaris Seminar Series: Developing 
Skills, Perspectives and Relationships
Simon Hall, Room 103, 1 to 5 p.m.
The Skandalaris Center for Entrepreneurial 
Studies will sponsor a seminar on “The Market 
and Value Proposition.” The seminar will be 
followed by a panel discussion led by start-
up and experienced social and commercial 
entrepreneurs. A reception follows. The events 
are all free and open to the public. 

Performing Arts Department: Hairspray
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 8 p.m. 
The University’s Performing Arts Departments’ 
production of Hairspray, directed by Ron 
Himes, the Henry E. Hampton Jr. Artist-in-
Residence, will have weekend performances 
through Oct. 30. Tickets: $30 adults; $20 
WUSTL faculty & staff; $10 children, students, 
seniors. A pre-show talk will take place on Oct. 
22.

SATURDAY 22
Sam Fox School: Parent & Family Weekend 
Fashion Show. 
Steinberg Hall Gallery, 2 p.m. 
Fashion design majors will host a fashion 
show as part of Parent & Family Weekend. 
Tickets are $5 and can be purchased from 
juniors or seniors in the fashion design 
program; additional tickets will be available at 
the door.

Department of Physics – Saturday Morning 
Lecture Series.
Crow Hall, Room 201, 10 a.m.
John Rigden, professor of physics, will deliver 
a lecture on “The Universal and Mysterious 
Fine Structure Constant” as part of a series on 
the fundamental constants in nature for the 
general public sponsored by the University’s 
Department of Physics and University College. 
The lecture is free and open to the public. 

Japanese Film Festival
Brown Hall, Room 100, 7 p.m.
The Department of East Asian Languages 
and Cultures and the Film and Media Studies 

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“Churning butter 

is active. We think 

it’s cool. It is time 

consuming, but not all 

that much, it is a break 

here at Wash. U from 

rigorous academics, 

and it is fun.” 

- Co-founder of 

WUChurn and 

sophomore Zach 

Kaufman.
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•	 scary
•	 sexy
•	 funny	

buy  sell  trade

Delmar Loop
6388 Delmar Blvd.

(314) 725-2760

New and Used Costumes
Halloween Apparel for 

Men & Women

EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS
October 21 - 22: 11 am - 9 pm
October 26 - 29: 11 am - 9 pm

•	 clever
•	 strange
•	 bizarre

UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH 

SYMPOSIUM!

Oct. 22, 12-4 p.m.
Laboratory Sciences Building

and
Olin Library
ur.wustl.edu

Everyone Welcome

Google’s efforts to expand the usage 
of  its new social networking site, Google 
Plus on college campuses do not seem to 
have found much success among students 
at Washington University.

Many University students have elected 
not to start Google Plus accounts, or sim-
ply do not use them.

Still, since its launch this summer, 
Google’s new social networking site has 
accrued over 40 million users.

“We are amazed at how fast Google 
Plus is growing, but Google Plus is still a 
 project,” Iska Hain, a Google spokesper-
son, wrote in an email to Student Life. 
“This is just the beginning, there is a lot 
more to come.”

Many students who do use Google Plus 
complain that there are not enough other 
users.

“No one that we know [uses Google 
Plus],” junior Stacy Berg said. She noted 
that the social networking site would be 
more desirable if  more people that she 
knew were Google Plus users.

According to Hain, Google Plus is 
introducing marketing initiatives to build 
brand recognition on college campuses.

However, some students said that 
Google Plus doesn’t live up to the hype.

“I thought it was going to be more 
popular, and I thought people were actu-
ally going to use it. Maybe I just don’t 
know the right people,” senior Rebecca 
Salisbury said. Salisbury joined Google 
Plus over the summer to connect with 
friends.

While many students were deterred  
by the lack of  Google Plus users, some 
were impressed with the functionality of  

Google Plus. 
“My friends and I stumbled across 

[Google Plus], ... and we decided we 
wanted to try it out. I like the interface 
better [than Facebook’s], but there just 
aren’t enough people on it, so I stick to 
Facebook,” freshman Neel Erickson said. 
“Few people know about it and a lot of  
people still think it’s an exclusive thing.”

According to Google, user practicality 
is a priority.

“Google Plus aims to make sharing 
on the web more like sharing in the real 
world,” Hain wrote. “In the case of  col-
lege students, Google Plus is particularly 
good for sharing specific information with 
specific groups of  people.”

Some students said that Google Plus 
doesn’t offer anything new to the social 
networking scene.

“I feel like it’s a copy of  Facebook,” 
sophomore Kevin Sun said.

Google hopes to change this conception 
by informing potential users of  the unique 
features Google Plus has to offer, which 
center around its connection to other, 
more popular Google applications.

“Google Plus is more than just a social 
network; it will have an impact on how 
people interact across all of  Google,”  
Hain wrote.

Many students, though, haven’t felt the 
need to join Google Plus.

“I heard that Google Plus is really con-
fusing to use, [and] not a lot of  my friends 
have Google Plus,” freshman Eunice Koo 
said. “Unless Facebook makes drastic 
changes… I can’t imagine anything that 
would really get me to move to Google 
Plus.”

WU students reluctant to use 
Google+ despite its popularity
EMILY SYBRANT
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

program are sponsoring a screening of 
“Kamikaze Girls,” shown in Japanese with 
English subtitles. The event is free and open to 
the public.

SUNDAY 23
WUSTL Libraries/St. Louis Poetry Center 
Reading
Wilson Hall, Room 214, 4 to 6 p.m. 
This event will feature a reading of the 
poetry and letters of Elizabeth Bishop with 
guest poet readers Mary Jo Bang, Lorin 
Cuoco, William Gass, Carl Phillips, Catherine 
Rankovic and Joelle Biele, editor of “Elizabeth 
Bishop and The New Yorker: The Complete 
Correspondence.” A reception will follow in 
the Gingko Room of Olin Library. The events 
are free and open to the public.

WUSTL Symphony Orchestra Concert
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave., 3 p.m.
This concert, conducted by Ward Stare, will 
feature music by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 
Franz Liszt and Jean Sibelius. The concert is 
free and open to the public.

Google’s social networking site, Google+, is still trying to gather a following on campus following its 
summer launch.

COURTESY OF GOOGLE
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SUp this week
Part of a student group?  Want to be featured here?
Sign up under studlife reservations at su.wustl.edu or email pr@su.wustl.edu.

OTE

 Choose who YOU want representing 

your interests! 

Voice your opinion. 

Support your friends! 

Election Period begins November 1-2

✔ Senators & 
Treasurers  

for

✔
✔
✔
✔

Come to Treasury and support your student group!

Simon 112  |  9:15pm

Advocate for your initiatives, projects, and needs! 
Let your voice be heard at Seante.
    
Simon 112  |  9:00pm

Treasury Seats!

Run for

&

+

Senate Seats  

Pick up an election packet in the SU office 
or download it from su.wustl.edu.

SUDay

Get involved! 
Exchange an SU fact for free food! 
Meet your, executives, senators, 
treasurers and constitutional 
council members. 
Express your opinion. 

Come learn more about Student Union! 

Tuesday, October 25th

ancient tradition of the celebration of Sukkot 
in their design, named after the Hebrew 
“Tené,” a traditional harvest basket.

“We were interested because it’s a really 
simple idea, just to create a simple shelter 
that’s temporary, but it’s based on a really 
complex heritage and story, and so how do 
you mediate the simplicity of structure but 
also take in the cultural tradition of building 
a Sukkah?” architect Ursula Emery McClure 
said. 

Sukkah City St. Louis was based on the 

original Sukkah City competition held in New 
York City in 2010. 

Rules and regulations for this competition 
included stipulations that the roof must be 
made of natural materials and should allow 
those inside to see the stars at night. 

The St. Louis competition received over 40 
design submissions from around the country, 
and one from India. 

A jury of architects, critics, thinkers and 
writers sorted through these submissions to 
select the 10 finalists. Bruce Lindsey, the dean 

of the College of Architecture, chaired the 
jury. 

In his remarks at the opening reception 
Tuesday evening, Lindsey spoke of the 
impressions about the concept of the Sukkah 
that he developed during the experience of the 
competition. 

“The Sukkah is a space to ceremonially 
practice homelessness, in a way, and in that 
sense, it’s an architecture of both memory and 
empathy,” he said. 

Lindsey encouraged everyone at the 

reception to have dinner in a Sukkah some 
time during the week. 

He also shared his thoughts on the concept 
of building, and its relation to competition. 

“One of the most amazing things that archi-
tects realize when they build structures, is that 
they’re building other things as they build 
those structures at the same time. They build 
relationships and connections, and they’re 
building communities, cities, neighborhoods…
It’s wonderful to see that spirit exhibited in 
these incredible structures,” Lindsey said.

SYLVIA WANG  | STUDENT LIFE

Clockwise from upper left: L’Chime Sukkah from below; people admire “Story Cubes,” which was based on the Western Wall; viewers were invited to write on the cubes to create their own story; 
“Gleaned” was built by Christine Yogiaman, Forrest Fulton and Ken Tracy with midwestern grasses; “Exodus” from below, built by Alexander Morley and Jennifer Wong; “Exodus” from outside.

SUKKAH FROM PAGE 1



At the beginning of  this 
year, STS introduced a new 
plan for student printing 
on campus. After years of  
free printing in residential 
dorms, every student in 
Washington University 
housing now receives a 
$40 printing credit. All 

degree-seeking students 
receive a $5 printing credit. 
On top of  that, depending 
on their school, students 
receive an extra print-
ing credit—for instance, 
engineering school students 
get $35 and business school 
students get $65.

As a result, student print-
ing has been reduced by 
approximately 40 percent 
when compared to the same 
period last year. We think 
that this is a great achieve-
ment, and that STS created 
a very effective policy by 
establishing a printing 

credit. 
On the whole, we are 

highly supportive of  this 
change. The University 
talks a lot about “going 
green,” but many sustain-
ability policies fail to create 
tangible change. Last year’s 
Green Cup was not entirely 

successful and was under-
publicized. The new bike 
path has had various delays, 
and debates about its use-
fulness continue.

This is why the new 
printing policy is such a 
great thing. It was created 
with the goal of  reducing 
the amount of  paper the 
University students waste, 
and as of  yet, has more 
than done its job. A 40 per-
cent reduction in printing 
over last year is the result of  
a very successful policy, and 
we believe that the policy 
should continue.

At the same time, the 
policy is not perfect. We 
believe that some small 
alterations would make 
the system more effective 
and less of  a burden on 
students, while maintaining 
the significant reductions in 
printing.

For students who do 
not live in Washington 
University housing, a mere 
$5 credit for students of  
Arts and Sciences seems 
inordinately stingy. That 
is a total of  83 double-
sided pages, which over 
the course of  even a single 
month is very easy to sur-
pass. These students are still 
paying for room and board, 
albeit from a different 
location than Washington 
University. They should 
not be worse off  in terms 
of  printing simply because 
they chose to live off  
campus.

We believe that off-
campus students should 
receive a higher baseline 
printing credit, regardless 
of  whether or not they live 
in Washington University-
owned housing. Those who 
do pay the University room 
and board should receive 
credit additional to this 
baseline.

One more issue arises 
if  there is a problem with 
the printers provided by 
the school. In many cases, 
the connection to printing 
stations fails to go through, 
or the printers are out of  
paper or ink. Even so, 
students are still charged 
for printing those pages, 
which they ultimately do 
not receive. STS allows 
students whose documents 
print incorrectly to bring 
the flawed printing job to 
STS for a reimbursement. 
We believe that a system by 
which students could lodge 
a complaint online and be 
reimbursed without having 
to visit the STS office could 
be more efficient and less 
time-intensive.

If  these small changes 
are made, we believe that 
the University’s printing 
system can remain effective 
and still curb the amount 
of  paper that students use. 
This school talks exten-
sively about going green, 
and it is nice to see a policy 
that is both effective and, 
with some minute altera-
tions, fair. 
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During the last couple of  
weeks, I have found myself  
battling a frustrating distrac-
tion that I take issue with: 
students talking during 
lectures. What upsets me is 
not that many students tend 
to talk during lectures; I don’t 
mind students conversing in 
low voices to help each other 
understand a lesson. As long 
as they aren’t excessive, such 
exchanges are conducive to 
learning. However, some 
students speak with what 
appears to be sheer scorn 
and disrespect towards their 
professors or other students. 
These are the ones I can’t 
stand.

These people, as opposed 
to those who talk for more 
salutary purposes, are usually 
much more easily heard. 
One can pick up the tone 
of disrespect in their unre-
strained, acid-like voices 
halfway across the lecture 
hall. “Haha, he confused the 
variables again; what does 
he think he is doing?” This 
would be about the professor, 
who no doubt can hear them 
in many of the situations. 
“Why would he ask such a 
stupid question? It’s explained 
already.” This would be about 
a fellow student. “I f****** 
hate this class.” I don’t under-
stand what this is about at all, 
but I do feel an impulse to ask 
back, “Why the f*** are you 
here?”

We are free to like or hate 
a class or to personally judge 
a professor. We might have 
justifiable reasons to do this. 
A few things, though: Making 
loud, arrogant comments 
full of disrespect isn’t so 
conducive to learning for 
others who are really trying 
to engage in a class. A class 
one hates could be a class 
others enjoy. Why force your 
opinion and hinder others’ 
studies?

Professors can make 
mistakes. They are human 
after all. But I would be very, 
very cautious (meaning I 
wouldn’t) to disrespect his 
or her knowledge or abilities 
merely for a few mistakes or 
because I don’t personally like 
the professor. Say personal 
things personally. Don’t 
deride the professor in his or 
her class. Chances are that 
you wouldn’t ever walk up to 
the professor and prove that 
you are better. I’ve witnessed, 
on several occasions, that 
some students might take 
something the professor wrote 
on the board as a mistake and 
laugh about it, only to find 
him later explaining a good 
reason for his intentions. The 
students would then say “Oh, 
oh yeah, yeah I guess you 
could see it that way,” which 
to me is nothing more than 
the lamest euphemism for “I 
didn’t know what the heck 
I was talking about but still 
wanted to swagger because I 
am not grown up enough.” 
Why so weak now after 

all those bold remarks and 
laughter?

What about this, though, 
is new to anyone? I feel like 
the thing I am writing about 
is respect, supposedly plain 
and simple. But the situation 
demands a reminder of what 
should be plain and simple 
because it, simply, is not. I 
do not understand why this 
situation had to come about, 
but the deal is that it has, and 
it’s shameful.

Perhaps some people are 
unfamiliar with what I’m 
saying. I am confident that 
they have heard many times 
in life to “respect others,” and 
surely they are fully capable 
of speaking out those words 
themselves. But does this 
capability automatically mean 
that they know what they are 
talking about? I would say 
no. It is easy to regurgitate 
a commonly spoken belief  
and claim it, but obedience to 
that belief at a level of action 
requires believing it in the 
heart; some may fail at this. 
Maybe these people should 
learn what respect is beyond 
its dictionary definition and 
why, and where, they ought to 
show respect, especially when 
they’re in class, listening to 
someone who is supposed to 
be helping you become better. 
With that achieved, we might 
all find ourselves in a better 
learning environment.

Owning a bike can be 
a great enhancement to 
most students’ lives. The 
15-minute walk from the 
far end of  the South 40 
to the library turns into 
a five-minute trip, and a 
student can carry far more 
than he would otherwise 
be able to with the aid of  
handlebars. After having 
a few bikes stolen due to 
locking negligence, I gave 
up on them, but when I 
moved off  campus and fell 
prey to the delusion that 
housing on the Loop is 
farther from campus than 
is the 40, I resolved to buy 
one.

Naturally, price was 
an issue. I didn’t want to 
spend hundreds of  dollars 
on a bike, and I didn’t 
want to spend the $150-
$200 per year that signing 
up for Bears Bikes would 
have cost me; if  I wanted 
to spend that much, I 
would buy a new bike that 
I could keep beyond my 
college days. Fortunately, 
or so I thought at the time, 
certain large retailers in 
the St. Louis area offer 
bikes at far lower prices. 
I went to one and, five 
minutes and $110 dol-
lars later, left with what I 
thought was a cost-effec-
tive way of  moving me 

from A to B.
I was sadly mistaken. 

Within a week, prob-
lems started to surface. 
First, I lost the ability to 
shift front gears. Then 
my brakes went. A few 
days later, my handlebars 
loosened and had to be 
retightened. After three 
weeks, one of  my pedals 
broke off, and the other 
one is well on its way. A 
few days ago, I had to 
have a new inner tube 
installed on my front tire 
as the original one had 
broken, and I was on a 
flat—and while I can’t be 
positive, it seems to me 
that the tires deflate at an 
unreasonably fast rate.

Most of  these problems 
aren’t financially costly. 
It’s surprisingly easy to 
bike using only the metal 
bar that the pedal is 
built around, and fully-
functional brakes aren’t 
a necessity. The bicycle 
shop on the Loop tight-
ened my handlebar free of  
charge, and were I in pos-
session of  the equipment 
and technical know-how 
to repair a bike on my 
own, I could have changed 
the inner tube for five dol-
lars, instead of  the $15 it 
cost me. To get everything 
repaired and restore the 
bike to its original condi-
tion, however, would put 
me back $90, nearly the 

purchase price.
My tale is a cautionary 

one. When I talked to one 
of  the Loop bike shop 
employees, he told me 
that bikes from the large 
regional retailer where 
I acquired mine had a 
lifespan of  about 20 miles 
before they started having 
issues. They are, bluntly, 
worthless pieces of  junk, 
and no one who plans to 
use a bicycle on a daily 
basis should consider 
buying one. While I was 
waiting for my bike to be 
repaired, I looked at some 
of  the bicycles that were 
on display. In general, 
they cost $700-$2,000, but 
there were many that cost 
less, and while the truly 
cheap ones came equipped 
with twist shifters (which 
should be avoided like the 
plague), for $100 more, 
one could purchase a bike 
that will probably last 
until its buyer decides to 
get rid of  it. I’m on the 
fence about returning my 
bike and buying a new 
one, but had I known 
what I know now about 
the unreliability of  such 
cheap bikes, I would not 
have skimped in the first 
place.

MATTHEW CURTIS
STAFF COLUMNIST

JUNSOO PARK
STAFF COLUMNIST

A lesson: 
don’t skimp on bikes

Be respectful in lectures

Matthew Curtis is a junior in 
Arts & Sciences. Write to 
Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS
@STUDLIFE.COM

Junsoo Park is a sophomore in 
Arts & Sciences. Write to Jun-
soo Park at JUNSOO.PARK
@STUDLIFE.COM
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O
n Oct. 6, a column was published 
in Student Life called “Racism 
and Affirmative Action.” Its 
central point is that “[a]ffirma-

tive action is a fundamentally racist concept, 
and its implementation goes against racial 
equality.” The author argues for a “racially-
blind, economically oriented alternative” to 
replace current affirmative action policies. This 
opinion, while drawing valuable attention to 
a need for socioeconomic diversity on college 
campuses and reduction of socioeconomic 
disparities in society in general, neglects the 
continuing role of race in the United States. 

Before detailing a few reasons why affirma-
tive action is important, we would like to 
address some claims made in the column. 
First, the author misrepresents the argument 
for affirmative action: “Either whites have 
oppressed minorities to the point that they 
are noticeably lower on the economic totem 
pole…or minorities are noticeably lower on 
the economic totem pole than are their white 
counterparts.” While the first half of this 
claim has truth to it, the latter half insinuates 
that the current economic condition of minori-
ties is a product of mere happenstance—a 
claim out of historical context at best, a sign 
of racial bigotry at worst. Accuracy aside, the 
author appears to miss the point that affir-
mative action is about race, not economics. 
Affirmative action was created to correct for 

racial, not economic, inequality.
Second, the author overlooks other 

instances of preference within the college 
admissions process. He makes the claim that 
“the fact that—all things being equal—a black 
college applicant will be accepted over a white 
one is racist by definition.” Not only does this 
treat college admissions, a holistic process, 
as something very rigid, but also it fails to 
acknowledge factors such as legacy. The fact 
that, all things being equal—and even when 
they are not—an applicant whose parents 
went to the school in question will be accepted 
over one whose parents did not is unequal 
by definition. This line of reasoning could be 
applied to several factors—musical talent, ath-
letic ability or geographical location. The fact 
that, all things being equal, an applicant who 
grew up in a remote village in the Arctic will 
be accepted over someone from Westchester 
County, N.Y., is unequal by definition. The 
University has a vested interest in creating a 
diverse atmosphere that fosters the human-
istic traditions of intellectualism through the 
representation of different people from a wide 
variety of backgrounds. Some may question 
the fairness of this process. However, the lines 
that define “equal” and “fair” become blurred 
when the experiences of and opportunities 
available to minority students are considered.

Given that the author supports preferential 
treatment of low-income students during the 
application process, we might conclude that 
he would broadly support policies that correct 
social inequalities that affect access to higher 
education. He claims: “[a]ffirmative action 

makes the assumption that minorities are 
disadvantaged—itself having dubious moral 
implications.” What really has dubious moral 
implications is the insinuation that systemic 
racial inequalities—divorced from socioeco-
nomic factors—do not exist, and that they are 
of no detriment to minorities. A discussion of  
how they permeate nearly all facets of society 
would be too lengthy for this editorial, but, 
rest assured, plenty exist within the educa-
tional system. In just one example of this, 
an Indiana Education Policy Center Report 
compared seven different studies ranging from 
the late 1970s to 2000 and found consistent 
racial disproportionality in the discipline of  
students, independent of socioeconomic sta-
tus. Specifically, black males were suspended 
at three times the rate of their white coun-
terparts, and black females were suspended 
at four times the rate. As Assistant Attorney 
General Thomas Perez noted, “students of  
color are disproportionally affected by zero-
tolerance policies—a fact that only serves to 
exacerbate deeply entrenched disparities.”

Perhaps the greatest obstacle minorities 
face is having to overcome the low expecta-
tions their teachers and administrators can 
have of them. I, Ola, felt this personally upon 
arriving to a new middle school. I remember 
my mother made a specific point of sending 
in records of my and my brother’s grades and 
enrollment in a gifted program. In a meeting 
with our new guidance counselor, however, 
my mother was pointedly asked: “Do they 
speak English? Do they need to be placed 
in a special education class?” Never mind 

the fact that this guidance counselor did not 
see it worth his time to read the files that my 
mother sent him. For my brother and me to be 
so readily dismissed, and have our individual 
potentials underestimated based of precon-
ceived notions because of our skin color, could 
have easily served as a psychological impedi-
ment to our success.

The opening of a discussion about affirma-
tive action and systemic inequalities is most 
welcome. We must be careful to ground such a 
discussion in a historical context, however, in 
order not to distort the issue and engage in dia-
tribe. One must remember, for example, that 
women have in fact been the largest beneficia-
ries of affirmative action. Or that numerous 
Supreme Court precedents exist that limit the 
extent of affirmative action’s influence. Or 
that, most importantly, post-racial rhetoric 
in a still racially charged society can prove 
to be dangerous. As former Supreme Court 
Justice Harry Blackmun wrote, “I suspect that 
it would be impossible to arrange an affirma-
tive action program in a racially neutral way 
and have it be successful. To ask that this be 
so is to demand the impossible. In order to get 
beyond racism, we must first take account of  
race. There is no other way. And in order to 
treat some persons equally, we must treat them 
differently.”
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thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down for lawn sprinklers 
running during rainstorms, isn’t 
this sustainability week?

Thumbs down to only one week-
end a year for our parents to buy 
us a nice dinner. 

Thumbs down to patches of brick 
that get really slippery when it 
rains, you know what we mean.

Thumbs up to Wash. U.’s newest 
butter churning club, WUChurn. 
Any chance we can start a toast 
club?

Thumbs up to the Cardinals’ 
3-2 win in Game 1 of the World 
Series.

Thumbs up to the creative, beau-
tiful designs of Sukkah city. 

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n
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Why affirmative action is important
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

OP-ED SUBMISSION

W
ith the worldwide media’s 
attention captivated by tyran-
nical governments in Syria 
and Bahrain, tumultuous 

reconstructions in Afghanistan and Iraq, and 
fledgling democracies in Libya and Egypt, Iran 
involuntarily retreated, this summer, from the 
global stage. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s annual 
September outburst at the United Nations 
(and the subsequent mass walkout) barely 
raised a collective eyebrow. Rather than fade 
into obscurity, Iranian leaders attempted to 
assassinate regional rival Saudi Arabia’s United 
States ambassador. They fell short but, in doing 
so, reestablished the Middle Eastern nation 
as a top concern for foreign policy makers, 
especially those in the U.S.
Iran vehemently denies any involvement in 

the attempt, but American intelligence agencies 
are convinced of high level participation—if  
not by Ahmadinejad, then perhaps through 
supreme religious leader Ayatollah Khomeini. 
Despite its serious gaffes in the past, I’m 
inclined to trust American intelligence. Iran is 
simply too volatile an antagonist to be tiptoed 

around.
The assassination of another nation’s 

ambassador on U.S. soil should constitute an 
act of war. Attempted assassination should be 
no different. Iran has provided world leaders 
a tailor-made opportunity to impose the strict 
sanctions against its dictatorship they should 
have enacted a long time ago. If Iran were to 
brazenly plan an attack in the United States, 
there’s no telling what it would do with a 
nuclear weapon. It is of the utmost importance 
that Iran never get that chance. Here’s why:

1. Ahmadinejad is known for spouting anti-
American, anti-Israel and anti-Western-World 
rhetoric. Until now, the free world could disre-
gard his threats as a psychopath’s ramblings. 
The failed assassination plot, which involved 
planting a bomb at a Washington, D.C., 
restaurant frequented by foreign diplomats and 
American politicians, would have killed more 
than just the Saudi ambassador, and it estab-
lishes Iran as a serious threat. With a nuclear 
weapon and new-found legitimacy, Iranian 
leaders could have enormous leverage over 
almost any country. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
has proven himself radical enough to say, “End 
any and all sanctions against me or I’ll shoot 
my nuclear warheads at Jerusalem.”

2. A menacing dictator posing ultimatums 
is one thing—but going to war with that same 
dictator is something else. There very well may 
come a time when waging war against Iran 
will be critical to our security and political/
economic interests. The United States has 
never fought a war against a nation armed with 
nuclear weapons—an implicit advantage that 
is often ignored. If placed in such a context, 
the U.S. would remain militarily superior but 
would be far more concerned about domestic 
security and safety within militarized lines in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and potentially Iran.

3. Iran’s host of proxies is arguably the most 
important reason to impose strong sanctions 
and prevent the country’s acquisition of a 
nuclear weapon. Iran has strong associations 
with Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip (both recognized as terrorist 
organizations by the Department of State). 
The government is also indirectly linked 
to Al-Qaeda and the Taliban. Some might 
point out that Iran would never actually use 
a weapon of mass destruction. After all, the 
United States and a number of other countries 
would immediately invade and Ahmadinejad 
and Khomeini would lose their power quickly. 
Any of the aforementioned proxies, however, 

would be glad to make use of a nuclear 
weapon. A frightening number of Hezbollah 
or Hamas leaders wouldn’t hesitate to use 
Iran’s bomb against Israel or any other nation, 
regardless of the consequences. These proxies 
pose a relevant danger because they have less 
to lose, have focused and radical goals, and are 
difficult to hold accountable. 

The Iran Threat Reduction Act of 2011 
(ITRA), which is currently circulating around 
Congress, would make the prevention of a 
nuclear Iran official U.S. policy. The bill specifi-
cally targets the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, the group responsible for controlling 
most of the country’s economy and the nuclear 
program.

President Obama should make ITRA his 
paramount foreign policy initiative. The United 
States is heavily invested in the Middle East. 
Additionally, the state of the two wars in which 
we are engaged, our access to affordable oil 
and our longstanding relationship with Israel 
are all heavily contingent on keeping Iran from 
becoming a nuclear power.

Dangers of a nuclear Iran
MICHAEL COHEN
WASH. U. STUDENTS FOR ISRAEL
OP-ED SUBMISSION

Michael Cohen is a sophomore in the Olin 
Business School. Write to Michael Cohen at 
COHENMJ@WUSTL.EDU
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Sporting a newsboy cap and a 
green pullover, Ron Himes evokes a 
sense of modesty unexpected of the 
director of the Wash. U. Performing 
Arts Department’s production of  
“Hairspray”, Broadway’s hugely 
successful musical sensation, now 
playing at Edison Theatre. 

Asked if  theater had always been 
his passion, Himes laughed and 
said, “I tried out for my first play 
second semester of my junior year 
at Wash. U. I was actually majoring 
in business. I was thinking about 

being an accountant!”
Himes landed the lead role in his 

first play and continued acting until 
graduation. Noticing the lack of  
roles available to African-American 
students, he formed a black student 
theater group on campus, which has 
evolved into a full-fledged theater 
company called the St. Louis Black 
Repertory. The Black Rep, a St. 
Louis tradition for 35 years, remains 
a nonprofit organization and sets 
out to accomplish an impressive 
range of challenges. This includes 
not only choosing plays that can 
encompass more diverse actors (pre-
vious plays have included Ragtime 

and The Gentleman Caller), but 
also providing fresh directing per-
spectives. “Hairspray,” for example, 
was set in the time of the Civil 
Rights Movement to remind the 
audience of a movement even more 
momentous than the main story-
line. “Because, you know, we didn’t 
dance ourselves into integration,” 
says Himes.

The Black Rep also seeks to diver-
sify Wash. U. by building bridges 
to off-campus communities. For 
“Hairspray,” Himes held an open-
call casting off campus that led to 
non-students comprising about one 
third of the “Hairspray” cast.

As far as future growth, Himes 
hopes that his small theater 
company will develop into an inter-
national movement. Currently, the 
Black Rep holds six plays a season, 
and guest directors have included 
artists from Canada and Nigeria. 

Don’t think that, with a name 
like the Black Rep, Ron Himes’ 
company is neglecting to spread 
diversity in even broader terms. 
“The interesting thing is, [for 
‘Hairspray’] there was only one 
Asian girl that we actually cast, 
but later she called and said she 
couldn’t do it.” Himes said, shaking 
his head. “I thought to myself, just 

as with what I’m dealing with is 
African-American students haven’t 
been cast because white directors 
don’t know how to cast them…I’ve 
got to have her!”

Himes is highly conscious of the 
imbalance of representation in the-
ater. Considering that Hollywood 
just recently awarded its first female 
best-picture winner, the Black Rep 
is a small but long-needed step 
towards shattering barriers in the-
ater and reaching out to minorities 
in general. “That’s a part of what 
we do and who we are,” Himes 
said. 

If  you’ve ever been to Bear’s 
Den after 6 p.m. during the week, 
you’ve probably met Ms. Angela 
Ford. She’s a cashier in the main 
cafeteria and the Cherry Tree Café 
who never fails to make your day 
brighter. Even when battling a 
cough, she will always compliment 
your hair or jacket or even just ask 
how your day went. She calls every 
student her baby. “You’re the only 
ones that keep me coming back 
here all day every day,” Angela 
said.

Surprisingly, she’s only been 
working at Bear’s Den for about a 
year, since last August. Before this 
job, she worked at Olive Garden. 
“The Olive Garden,” she said. “I 
still love the chicken scampi.” She 
loves Bear’s Den food, too, espe-
cially the hot wings and the buffalo 
chicken wrap.

Ms. Angela’s an award winner 
as well. Last year at Freshman 
Finale for the Class of  2014, she 
won the Outstanding Bon Appétit 
Staff  award. “It was like winning 
a million bucks; how ’bout that? It 
was the nicest thing that could have 
happened to me, like winning the 
lottery,” she said with the slightest 
hint of  tears in her eyes. “I keep it 
on my kitchen mantle for everyone 
to see.”

But many Wash. U. students 
don’t know about Angela’s life 
outside of  Wash. U. She was born 
and raised in St. Louis by Clara 
and Jimmy Ford. Her dad and her 
brother, Christopher, run the family 
business, Ford Pallets, a company 
that supplies and sells pallets. “If  
I wanted the students to know 
one thing about me, it’d be my 
awesome dad. I try to go and shoot 
pool with him. We really don’t get 

a chance to do that cause he works 
a lot, and I work a lot, but it’s the 
most fun thing I’ve ever done. And 
my mom, she’s a homemaker. She 
bakes cakes too. Her best is cara-
mel cake. I could go all day about 
those cakes,” Angela said.

Angela is a proud mother of  
four daughters. “Three biologi-
cal daughters and a stepdaughter 
whom I claim to be my own,” she 
said. Her stepdaughter Kunesha 
works at a hair salon and “is 
going to own her own shop one 
day,” Angela says. Kunesha has a 
husband and two children. Anisha 
is Angela’s oldest daughter, and 
she also works at a hair salon. 
Charnice just earned a promotion 
to a Customer Service position 
at Wal-Mart. Angela’s young-
est daughter, Tanisha, works at 
McDonald’s right now but wants 
to be a lawyer. Angela absolutely 
beamed as she mentioned all of  
this.

Her husband, Jerry Love, also 
works at Bear’s Den. He started 
out three years ago as a porter but 
now works as a baker. They met in 
2000. Angela was all grins as she 
recounted their story: “Oh my god, 
I met him in a club. It was down 
off  of  Riverview Circle. I was with 
my cousin, and she was with her 
boyfriend, and [Jerry] was with his 
brother, and he was like ‘Man, who 
is that?’” They ended up dancing, 
exchanged numbers and took it 
from there. 

From a young age, Angela had 
always wanted to get married on 
June 12—her birthday. So on that 
date in 2004, her family threw 
a huge wedding party for her at 
St. John’s Baptist Church. “I had 
15 bridesmaids, two ringbearers, 
two flower girls, a boy to ring the 
bell,” she said. “The wedding 
was at four, but it didn’t start until 

five. I was late!” The couple’s first 
dance was to the Ginuwine song 
“Differences/My Whole Life Has 
Changed.”

Angela is a huge sports fan as 
well. Lately, Angela is most excited 
about the Cardinals in World 
Series—they’re her favorite sports 
team. She likes the Rams too, 
“even though they’re not winning,” 
she added with a laugh. She also 
roots for the Green Bay Packers 
and the Chicago Bears. “[Chicago 
Bears head coach] Lovie Smith 

used to be a Rams coordinator, so 
I gotta root for him,” Angela said, 
displaying a surprising knowledge 
of  football. St. Louis doesn’t have 
a basketball team, so she likes the 
Lakers. “Everybody doesn’t like 
the Lakers, but I do,” she explained 
cheekily.

In her spare time, Angela loves 
to go bowling and go-kart riding. 
One day, she wants to go horseback 
riding as well. She loves to play the 
board game Trouble with her fam-
ily and eat butter pecan ice cream. 

The best trip she’s ever taken was 
to Cincinnati for a family reunion 
this past May.

So next time you’re in Bear’s 
Den, ask Angela how her day 
went. Give her a hug. Compliment 
her hair—recently she’s been 
working the pigtails. Ask her about 
her daughters, her husband, her 
grandchildren or her parents. She’s 
radiant when she talks about her 
family. Most of  all, let her know 
you care. We’re her babies, after all.
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scene

A conversation with Ron Himes, director of ‘Hairspray’

Introducing: 
Ms. Angela Ford

DANIELLE WU
SCENE REPORTER

GEORGIE MORVIS
SCENE REPORTER

Scenes from the African American Theater Symposium panel discussion on The Collaborative Process, held at the A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre at Washington University in St. Louis Friday, Sept. 17, 2010. 
Participating in the panel were (left to right) moderator Paige McGinley, Stephen Henderson, Antonio Fargas, Ed Smith and Andrew Moodie. Also participating was WUSTL’s Ron Himes (in striped shirt).

JAMES HARRANG | STUDENT LIFE

Angela Ford, who works as a cashier at Bear’s Den and the Cherry Tree Cafe, always knows how to brighten students’ 
days.

SID HASTINGS | WUSTL
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cadenza

‘Hairspray’

where Edison Theatre

when Oct. 21-22, 28-29: 8 p.m.; 

Oct. 23, 30: 2 p.m.

price Students, seniors, faculty, 

staff: $10; general admission: $15

THEATER REVIEW

As its final musical 
moment will have you 
believe, “Hairspray” is a 
musical about the celebration 
of equality in Baltimore in 
the early 1960s. It’s supposed 
to be a happy triumph for the 
underrepresented in society, 
the ones who have always 
fallen through the cracks 
because of their size, skin 
color or some other factor 
that shouldn’t matter but 
still does. Unfortunately, it 
was hard to feel the celebra-
tion in the Performing Arts 
Department’s production of  
“Hairspray” because, well, I 
couldn’t quite hear it.

During my show, the 
sound was just off—some-
times figuratively, sometimes 
literally. During “Run and 
Tell That,” Seaweed’s sup-
posed-to-be-showstopping 
number, Seaweed’s micro-
phone was turned down so 

low that you could barely 
hear senior Ari Scott over the 
band, and poor Little Inez’s 
(senior Desiree Thomas) 
only major solo was silenced. 
Ensemble members were 
given singing lines during the 
Act Two opener “The Big 
Dollhouse,” but they were 
not given microphones. Why 
bother giving a performer a 
moment to shine if  no one is 
going to hear them? 

This isn’t to say 
“Hairspray” lacked mar-
velous moments, and the 
musical in fact had quite a 
few of them. “Hairspray” 
centers on Tracy Turnblad 
(Johanna Elkana-Hale), a 
heavy-set teenager who lives 
in 1962 Baltimore. She has 
two dreams: to dance on 
“American Bandstand” clone 
The Corny Collins Show 
and to marry its beautiful 
star, Link Larkin (junior Pete 
Winfrey). Her mischievous 
exploits land her in detention 
where she meets Seaweed, 

the son of Motormouth 
Maybelle (senior Diamond 
Skinner), Corny’s co-host on 
the once-monthly “Negro 
Day.” Eventually the show 
turns into not just Tracy’s 
dream fulfillment but a stand-
in for the entire civil rights 
movement. The story is a 
bit over the top, but the fun 
songs make up for it.  

The PAD co-sponsored 
this production with the 
Black Rep, which means that 
the cast is not fully comprised 
of Wash. U. students. This 
sometimes looks awkward 
on stage, like in “Mama, I’m 
a Big Girl Now” when one 

portrayer is the appropriate 
age, one seems to be about 
30, and one is a student 
here. It also means that the 
outsourced actors are won-
derful in their roles. Zachary 
Allen Farmer plays the role 
of Edna, Tracy’s mom, with 
just the right amount of  
humor, making you forget 
that he’s actually a man in a 
dress.

The student cast per-
formed admirably, as well. 
Standouts include Pete 
Winfrey’s Link and Skinner’s 
Maybelle. Winfrey played the 
role of a wannabe Elvis with 
ease, skulking across stage 

in an oh-so-dreamy way. His 
crooning during the written-
for-Zac-Efron “It Takes 
Two” didn’t hurt, either. As 
the wise civil rights activ-
ist mother-figure, the role 
of Motormouth Maybelle 
carries particular weight, but 
Skinner understood the emo-
tion behind her role perfectly. 
Her call-and-response gospel 
shouts during “I Know 
Where I’ve Been” might have 
been the best vocal perfor-
mance of the night. 

The stage put the audience 
in just the right mindset. 
The civil rights collage at the 
back of the stage set up the 

historical context, but the 
floor designs and string of  
lights dividing the stage in 
two provided just the right 
amount of whimsy. 

All in all, “Hairspray” was 
a fun show. It was well-cast 
and well-acted, though the 
cast seemed to lack energy. 
Whether or not that was 
due to the cast or to the 
fact that I couldn’t really 
hear them sing, I can’t tell 
you. Hopefully the sound 
problems were just due to 
opening weekend jitters and 
the show will be in full form 
by the time parents see it this 
weekend.

Promo for the Performing Arts Department’s production of the Broadway hit, “Hairspray.” Directed by Ron Himes
ID’s: Jeffery Matthews as “Wilbur Turnblad,” Johanna Elkana-Hale as “Tracy Turnblad,” Zachary Allen Farmer as “Edna Turnblad.”

DAVID KILPER | WUSTL

ANDIE HUTNER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

ELENA BELL
CADENZA REPORTER

Whatever happened to… 
our favorite ‘Full House’ actors?

Whenever I read about 
Mary-Kate and Ashley 
Olsen’s latest shenani-
gans, a little part of  my 
heart breaks. Many of  us 
remember growing up and 
memorizing every single 
line of  the hit sitcom “Full 
House.” Fans spent hours 
upon hours watching an 
obsessive compulsive 
dad, his insanely vain 
brother-in-law and an 
aspiring comedian try to 
raise three precious and 
precocious young women. 
(And that’s even before 

we knew what precocious 
meant.) 

Thanks to the prosper-
ous tabloid industry, “Full 
House” fans are well 
aware of  what the Olsen 
twins are up to. But what 
happened to the uncle that 
never seemed to grow up 
and the kooky next-door 
neighbor? The answer: 
nothing spectacular.

“Full House” was 
definitely Dave Coulier’s 
(Uncle Joey) shining 
moment. Since then, he 
has not really done any-
thing substantial or long 
lasting in his professional 
life. He has hosted and 

starred on several reality 
shows, such as “America’s 
Most Talented Kids” 
(2003), “The Surreal 
Life” (2003) and “Skating 
with Celebrities” (2006), 
where he was paired 
with the infamous figure 
skater Nancy Kerrigan. 
To further cement his 
D-List status, Coulier has 
done extensive voice-over 
work in the past decade. 
He has provided voices 
for characters in “Robot 
Chicken” (2006), “Farce 
of  the Penguins” (2006) 
and “Bob & Doug” 
(2006).  After a brief  stint 
as the commissioner for 

Philadelphia-based profes-
sional wrestling company 
Chickara (how random!), 
Coulier resumed a career 
that intertwines his two 
favorite things: children 
and comedy. Currently, 
he is touring the United 
States and Canada with 
Clean Guys of  Comedy, a 
troupe committed to mak-
ing children laugh.

Of  course, there should 
be no “Full House” article 
without the mention of  
the character that left us 
utterly puzzled: Kimmy 
Gibbler. With her explo-
sive personality and odd 
choice of  attire, Kimmy 

always knew how to make 
us smile while scratching 
our heads. Unfortunately 
for viewers, Kimmy’s 
portrayer Andrea Barber 
retired from acting after 
“Full House” and pursued 
a career as a housewife. 
She went to college 
in Denmark and then 
married Jeremy Rytky. 
Together, they have two 
children, Tate (7) and 
Felicity (4). According to 
unreliable sources, Andrea 
has remained in contact 
with the rest of  the “Full 
House” cast.

Before I continue wish-
ing for a “Full House” 

reunion, let me mention 
two blond tots. Although 
there was a rumor that 
“The Suite Life of  Zach 
and Cody” twins Dylan 
and Cole Sprouse played 
Jesse and Rebecca’s 
ridiculously cute offspring 
Nicky and Alex, the “Full 
House” twins were actu-
ally played by Blake and 
Dylan Tuomy-Wilhoit. 
In an effort to escape 
the lives of  children 
Hollywood stars, the twins 
have not continued to 
work in the entertainment 
industry.

In the mid-2000s, Patrick 
Stump, Pete Wentz, Andy 
Hurley and Joe Trohman 
rocked the worlds of  high 
schoolers everywhere as 
members of  the band Fall 
Out Boy, with their top-10 
hits “Sugar, We’re Going 
Down,” “Dance, Dance” 
and “This Ain’t a Scene, It’s 
an Arms Race.” In 2009, 
however, the group decided 
to take a break for an indefi-
nite amount of  time. Stump, 
the lead singer of  the band 
who was never the star (that 
responsibility fell on Wentz), 
announced a couple months 

later that he was going to 
release a solo album. This 
leads us to “Soul Punk.”

The album serves as a 
chance for Patrick Stump 
to display his singing chops 
outside of  his rock band, 
and he succeeded. The 
problems for Stump lay 
more in his song selection. 
While his falsetto soars on 
tracks like “Allie,” the songs 
do not provide a unique 
sound for the frontman. 
“Allie,” while an amazing 
song, sounds like it could 
have been performed by 
Maroon 5 if  Stump sounded 
more like Adam Levine. 
Another song, “Run Dry,” 
has an admirable message 

about alcoholism, but it’s a 
two-part song that, strangely 
enough, channels Michael 
Jackson in the second half.

That said, the album 
isn’t without its break-
through moments. “Dance 
Miserable” is a standout 
with its ’80s soul vibe, 
kicking bass and awesome 
backup singers. The first 
single, “This City,” also 
inspires confidence in 
Stump’s ability to create a 
catchy album, especially 
during the remix with 
Lupe Fiasco. While Stump 
certainly proved that he can 
create a solid album, he has 
yet to show that he can suc-
ceed without his band.

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Soul Punk’ 
Patrick Stump

for fans of
Fall Out Boy, Maroon 5

singles to download
“Allie,” “Dance Miserable,” 

“This City (Remix)”

ALEX TERRONO
CADENZA REPORTER
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‘Once Upon a Time’ 
looks to have a fairytale premiere

The promotional material for ABC’s 
new fantastical drama “Once Upon 
a Time” makes two things clear: The 
show is unlike anything you’ve ever 
seen before, and it’s from the writers of  
“Lost.” Not a bad pitch for something 
described as a modern fairytale thriller. 

“Once Upon a Time” stars Jennifer 
Morrison (“House”) as former foster 
child Emma Swan who moves from 
Boston to the quiet town of  Storybrooke. 
Emma’s biological son whom she gave 

up for adoption, Henry (Jared Gilmore, 
Don Draper’s son in “Mad Men”), 
tracks her down and informs her that 
Storybrooke is not what it seems. The 
town’s inhabitants are actually fairy 
tale characters trapped there by the Evil 
Queen—and Emma is the key to saving 
them all.

It sounds crazy, but if  anyone can 
sell that, it’s Edward Kitsis and Adam 
Horowitz, a pair of  writers with experi-
ence from a TV show that featured plane 
crashes, polar bears and smoke monsters. 
The supporting cast is made up of  expe-
rienced television actors as well. Ginnifer 

Goodwin, one of  the sister wives from 
“Big Love,” is Snow White. Lana Parrilla 
(“24”) plays the Evil Queen. Even former 
Bond villain Robert Carlyle makes an 
appearance as Rumpelstiltskin. If  the 
success of  any of  those series’ rubs off  
on “Once Upon a Time,” we’ll have a 
keeper. 

“Once Upon a Time” is the first of  
two shows to premiere this season that 
focuses on fairy tale characters in a mod-
ern day setting. (The other, “Grimm,” 
will premiere Friday, Oct. 28, on NBC). 
The earlier premiere date of  “Once 
Upon a Time” should allow it to gain 

the nostalgic audience before “Grimm” 
can. The two-world concept in “Once 
Upon a Time” makes for a fun sight, too. 
The town Storybrooke is dark and grim, 
but of  course the fairy tale world is full 
of  color. Hopefully the changing land-
scapes won’t give viewers whiplash. With 
today’s television environment, where 
seemingly everything is a procedural, 
it would be nice for the next “Lost” to 
come along. Hopefully the glass slipper 
fits on this Cinderella show’s foot.

“Once Upon a Time” premieres 
Sunday night on ABC at 7 p.m.

What you get out of  a movie is always 
going to depend on what’s going on in 
your own life. This is a recognized fact. 
So, to write a review of  “Margin Call,” I 
think I need to explain a few things.

I’m a Wash. U. senior. I’ve never done 
my own taxes, never handled my own 
investments, never had anything more 
permanent than a summer job. I am 
currently enrolled in an intro-level micro-
economics class, the only such class I’ve 
ever taken—I’m a humanities person 
through and through, so it’s never before 
been necessary. The extent of  my knowl-
edge regarding the state of  the economy 
and the stock market is a general sense 
that it’s not good.

But I’m a senior, so that means in May 
I get to graduate and deal with all those 
lovely financial realities that come with 
being a grownup. I’m terrified.

So, this week I saw “Margin Call.” The 
film starts with a round of  layoffs at a big 
investment firm, and one of  the guys laid 
off  is named Eric Dale (Stanley Tucci). 
The layoffs are pretty much standard 
operating procedure for a cutthroat busi-
ness like investment, but it turns out that 
Eric Dale was working on something 
big. His protégé, who is literally a rocket 
scientist, takes it upon himself  to finish 
Dale’s projections that night, and he real-
izes just how catastrophic they will be for 
the company.

For the next hour of  the movie, higher 
and higher powers in the company come 
into the office to hear the problem. Now, 
this is where my background comes in. A 
business school student would probably 

have no problem understanding what 
a margin call is and why it’s bad. Me, I 
didn’t really get it until about the fourth 
time it was explained.

Basically, though, everyone swears a 
lot, hems and haws about what to do and 
eventually realizes that they can possibly 
save the company by immediately selling 
all the soon-to-be-worthless stock, thus 
completely screwing over a good chunk 
of  the American economy.

The problem is, despite the clear 
sense of  urgency, the film moves kind of  
slowly. It is, however, beautifully acted. 
The ensemble cast interacts quite nicely, 
filling in all the different roles that show 
up in this kind of  company. There are 
a lot of  really interesting monologues 
about our financial system and what 
it is that an investor does to earn the 
big bucks, as the characters struggle to 
balance the moral issue with necessary 
company loyalties. But the movie bills 
itself  as a thriller, and it’s definitely not.

I imagine it would be difficult to make 
a real thriller that deals with a finan-
cial disaster. For one thing, director 
J.C. Chandor had to devote an absurd 
amount of  screen time to characters 
explaining to one another what’s going 
on, in more and more simplistic layman’s 
terms, just so that poor slobs like me can 
figure it out. For another, there’s not 
much mystery about what will happen. 
A company will almost always act in its 
own best interest, no matter what the 
cost. There is a bit of  suspense about 
which characters will be on board, who 
will be the scapegoat, who will be fired, 
who will be promoted, who will try to 
commit suicide.

There is a moment where Penn 
Badgley, playing the fresh-faced 23-year-
old just breaking into the business, is 
crying in a bathroom stall, knowing he’ll 
most likely lose his job. He comes out, 
looks at his boss and says, “This is all I 
ever wanted to do.”

I feel bad for Badgley’s character 
because even though I’m not going into 
finance, I’m completely afraid of  that 
kind of  failure. Heck, I feel bad for all 
the characters. But “Margin Call” was 
decidedly not an entertaining movie 
for me to watch, and the moral issues it 
explored weren’t quite enough to keep it 
interesting for the full 105 minutes.

NORA LONG
CADENZA REPORTER

‘Margin Call’

directed by
J.C. Chandor

and starring
Kevin Spacey, Paul Bettany, 

Jeremy Irons

MOVIE REVIEW

GEORGIE MORVIS
MOVIE/TV EDITOR

BOB D’AMICO AND CRAIG SJODIN | ABC

From left to right: Jamie Dornan, Lana Parilla, Ginnifer Goodwin, Josh Dallas, Robert Carlyle, Jared Gilmore and Jennifor Morrison star in ABC’s “Once Upon A Time.”
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In the coming semester, student 
will be able to take a break from 
churning out papers to churn out 
something quite different: butter.

On Tuesday, Student Union 
Treasury recognized the Washington 
University in St. Louis Butter 
Churning Society (WUChurn) as a 
Category II student group.

 WUChurn plans to make butter 
on campus and contribute its product 
to other student groups.

WUChurn members hope that the 
recognition means that SU will pay 
for the group to buy a butter churn 
and cream next semester, though the 
group is going to start this semester 
and already has 53 members on its 
Facebook page.

“Churning butter is active. We 
think it’s cool. It is time consuming, 
but not all that much, it is a break here 
at Wash. U from rigorous academics, 
and it is fun,” sophomore co-founder 
Zach Kaufman said.

Kaufman started the club along 
with his roommates Sean Wang and 
Jeremy Winer.

“We thought it’d be an original 
idea that’d be a lot of fun,” Wang 
said.

Kaufman himself churned butter 
on a field trip in elementary school, 
and the experience stayed with him.

“It’s a really simple process and 
it’s all manual labor. It’s gratifying 
to make your own food and know 
where it came from and what went 

into it. There’s a lot of physical labor 
and effort involved. We just thought 
it’d be cool to connect with antique 
procedures,” he said.

WUChurn will be buying an 
antique wooden churn and jars so 
that multiple people can churn butter 
at once.

When cream or milk is churned, 
the fat separates from the liquid. 
The solid fat eventually clumps 
together and the liquid remains form 
buttermilk. 

The group already has plans to col-
laborate with other student groups 
by holding a butter-sculpting contest, 
contributing to farmer’s markets with 
the Burning Kumquat, hosting bread 
and butter nights to go along with 
milk and cookie nights and working 
with student groups that bake.

 In the long term, it hopes to work 
with Bon Appétit to provide butter to 
the student body at large.

WUChurn’s mission
To use organic, locally produced 
milk and make all-natural deli-
cious butter using antiquated 
procedures

To serve as an interactive and 
engaging learning experience 
which will help to delve interest-
ed students into the art of food 
preparation

To help raise awareness of 
organic living

To provide a relaxed, social forum

Courtesy of WUChurn
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news

You butter believe 
it, SU recognizes 
new churning group
MICHELLE MERLIN
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A team of researchers at 
Washington University’s medical 
school recently identified a genetic 
variant associated with coronary 
artery disease in patients who also 
have Type 2 diabetes.

Researchers found that in 
Caucasian patients, a variation in one 
particular gene—the TLL1 gene—
was associated with the severity of  
patients’ coronary artery disease.

The findings were published in 
the September issue of Circulation, 
a journal for cardiologists published 
by the American Heart Association. 

Coronary artery disease is the 
main cause of death for patients with 
Type 2 diabetes.

“[It’s] something that we see very 
commonly,” said Dr. Sharon Cresci, 
assistant professor of medicine and 
one of the authors of the research 
paper. “It’s a more high-risk patient 
population that we’re aware of and 
would like to be able to have better 
ways of treating.” 

Coronary artery disease pro-
gresses especially quickly in patients 
with Type 2 diabetes. In addition,  
patients’ symptoms are less obvious 
and harder to diagnose.

According to estimates from the 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, nearly 26 million people 
in the US are affected by diabetes. 
Scientists believe that Type 2 diabe-
tes, the more common type, is caused 
by a combination of genetic and envi-
ronmental risk factors.

Cresci said that she has received 

several emails about the publication, 
and she expects more academic car-
diologists and clinicians to read it in 
the future.

The sample for the study was 
composed of 1043 patients of mixed 
races. The participants were selected 
for having moderate forms of coro-
nary artery disease as determined by 
looking at their documented lesions.

Blood, DNA samples and lab data 
for the experiment were collected at 
multiple research sites around the 
country, including at the University.

Researchers found that the pres-
ence of the variant in the TLL1 gene 
more accurately predicted the extent 
of a patient’s coronary artery disease 
than any other clinical factor, includ-
ing body mass index, age, smoking 
dependency and blood pressure. 

Two independent, outside sources 

validated the finding: the prospective 
Family Heart Study of individuals at 
risk for coronary artery disease and 
a post-myocardial infarction regis-
try from the Translational Research 
Investigating Underlying Disparities 
in Acute Myocardial Infarction 
Patients’ Health Status. 

Cresci said that while the gene 
could likely become a target for 
therapeutic interventions based on 
genotype, it is difficult to know how 
the discovery will ultimately affect 
clinical work.

“It’s very difficult to say where 
research will go clinically—I think 
that’s one of the more exciting aspects 
of it; you make a fundamental discov-
ery, and other people build on those 
discoveries. It’s just very exciting.”

ALI RUTH
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

An example of a coronary angiogram, the imaging method used to assess the 
severity of coronary artery disease in patients enrolled in the BARI 2D clinical trial.

RICHARD BACH AND SHARON CRESCI

WU researchers find genetic link 
between coronary artery disease 
and patients with diabetes
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ACROSS
1 Smoldering bit
6 Slip a Mickey

10 It may have all
the answers

14 Stiller’s partner
15 High rollers’

destination
16 Half of 10?
17 Speed skater

Apolo __ Ohno
18 Health enhancer,

so it’s said
20 It “is no problem.

You just have to
live long enough”:
Groucho Marx

22 Pickup facilitator
23 “Friendly skies” co.
24 __ center
27 PC time meas.
29 Performed, in a

way
32 Band that

performed “Whip
It”

33 Bars in stores
34 1965 NCAA

tennis champ
35 Aaron’s team for

21 seasons
37 Unexpected twist

(and a hint to
what’s hidden
inside 18-, 20-,
51- and 56-
Across)

40 Make
41 Gloom mate
42 Rural stretch
43 “... two fives for

__?”
44 Skin malady,

perhaps
45 What crews use
46 Expression of

disappointment
47 Bit of code
49 Hair care

purchase
51 “A Moon for the

Misbegotten”
playwright

56 Longshoremen’s
aids

59 Baggy
60 Net reading
61 “Tiger in your

tank” company
62 Ban’s predecessor

at the U.N.
63 Bastes, e.g.
64 Attic

constructions

65 Bridge seats

DOWN
1 Net reading
2 “Writing on the

wall” word
3 Michigan’s

Cereal City
4 Steamy
5 Arrested
6 Bore
7 Bank takeback,

briefly
8 Deprive of juice?
9 Israel’s Meir

10 Pre-Communism
leader

11 Thing to stop on
12 Savings for later

yrs.
13 When repeated

with “oh” in
between, “Wow!”

19 Slippery swimmer
21 Mythical beast, to

locals
24 Epiphanies
25 Score-tying shot
26 Olympics

broadcaster Bob
27 Mideast capital
28 Last lap efforts
30 Spa sounds
31 Indigent
32 Lake creator

34 Interior
decorator’s
concern

35 Juiced
36 Sleep acronym
38 Cooking utensil
39 Dawn goddess
44 French onion

soup topping
45 Numbers after

nine, often
47 Sam & Dave, e.g.
48 Nixon’s first veep

50 Union
acquisition?

51 Vandalizes, in a
way

52 Gov’t. train wreck
investigators

53 Those, to Pedro
54 Future atty.’s

hurdle
55 Eye part
56 “CSI: NY” airer
57 Microbrewery buy
58 Altercation

Monday’s Puzzle Solved
By Peter A. Collins

(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
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HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 
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One of the men behind the scenes 
of  the Washington University ath-
letic department is in his final days 
here in St. Louis.

Assistant Sports Information 
Director Vincent Novicki recently 
accepted a job offer for a similar 
position at Seton Hall University 
(SHU), where he will be taking over 
as the school’s assistant director of  
athletics communications. Novicki, 
who is the main sports informa-
tion contact for eight of  Wash. U.’s 
varsity teams, is returning to SHU, 
since he interned in their sports 
information department in 2005-
06 before coming to St. Louis. He 
and Sports Information Director 
Chris Mitchell overlook the school’s 
athletics website (bearsports.wustl.
edu) and act as the main sources of  
information regarding all Wash. U. 
sports teams, among other tasks.

Student Life recently sat down 
with Novicki to talk about his time 
with the Bears, which will conclude 
after his final day on Friday, Oct. 21.

Student Life: We just recently 
learned about your connections to 
Seton Hall. Is that how you found 
out about this opportunity?

Vincent Novicki: I first heard 
about it through a guy I used to 
work with at Seton Hall. I had been 
in talks with him, just keeping in 
touch, he was a good friend of mine 
who I worked with. My wife and I 
had been interested in moving back 
to the East Coast, so he told me 
they were looking for a new assis-
tant, and he said he’d pass my name 
along if  I was interested, and I cer-
tainly was.

SL: Is it nice to move from 
Division III back to Division I?

VN: There aren’t many Division 
III schools I’d want to work for. Not 
because I think it reflects poorly on 
Division III—I’ve loved it here—but 
it’s because I think we [Wash. U.] do 
the best job in Division III. I think 
we have the best administration, the 
best coaches, the best support staff  
and we do an outstanding job all 
year long. And having two full-time 
people here—not many across the 
board in Division III have two. That 
wasn’t a situation I was interested 
in, running a sports information 
office by myself. 

SL: So when you came here five 
years ago, what was it that brought 
you here to Wash. U.?

VN: I was really lucky. The girl 
I was dating at the time, that I’m 
now married to, was starting grad 
school up here, and I was kind of  
faced with the difficult decision of  
continuing my career on the East 
Coast, where I had a lot of  con-
tacts and connections up there, or 
moving. And I rolled the dice and 
decided that was what I wanted to 
focus on, because it seemed to be 
going pretty well, and I judged that 
correctly. We got married last sum-
mer. And I really loved St. Louis. 
I was out here, and I was only out 
here for 10 months. I was working 
at St. Charles Community College, 
which is also a really good experi-
ence. But the job here opened up, 
I applied, and it was fortunate that 
I was living in U. City right off  the 
Loop at the time, because I was 
close by. It worked out that I was 
able to come in and talk to Chris, 
and start, and I’ve been here since. It 
was just a great set of  circumstances 
that it worked out that way.

SL: In the four-plus years you’ve 
been here, you’ve seen quite a bit 
of  success in the athletics. Wash. 

U. has obviously had a lot of  great 
teams in the past, but did you quite 
anticipate six national titles in the 
last four years?

VN: (laughs) Not at all. And that 
is the best part of  the job, is working 
with teams and coaches that strive 
to compete for a national cham-
pionship—and not say that as an 
empty goal at the end of the year, 
legitimately, that is their vision for 
how they want their season to go. 
We won the volleyball champion-
ship my first year here, so when I 
got here in June, I started on vol-
leyball, I knew we were good. And 
going through all that, that was 
the year we finished second in the 
Director’s Cup, was 2007-08. So 
that was just unprecedented, and I 
was just, “Wow, that was a heck of  
a year.” I didn’t anticipate that at all.

SL: Other than that first year, 
where Wash. U. won three titles, 
were there any other particular 
highlights or favorite moments or 
teams here?

VN: Because of the relationship I 
have with Nancy Fahey, seeing her 
success, there’s really a lot with bas-
ketball, in addition to the volleyball 
stuff. Seeing her get to the Hall of  
Fame—I nominated her for that—
so that was special. Having her win 
after coming up second a couple 
of  times was really a great experi-
ence. And then last year’s women’s 
basketball run...I told Nancy this: 
I had planned on going to Florida 
with baseball when we saw that we 
were going to Hope, because I didn’t 
think that we would make it out of  
that weekend. I told Nancy that. 
We were talking after the game, and 
she asked “Did you think we were 
going to win this weekend?” and I 
said “No, I didn’t!” I had talked to 
[Associate Athletic Director] Joe 
Worlund, and said “If  this [women’s 

basketball] doesn’t work out, I’d like 
to go to Florida,” and fortunately 
I didn’t go to Florida. And seeing 
that team come together, I think, 
was a testament to what a great 
program that is, and their ability to 
kind of rise when they need to. It 
didn’t seem like it was coming, but 
it was. That was kind of a fun run, 
just because of  how unexpected it 
was. That was a lot of  fun, when 
three times we beat an opponent 
on the road, a top-10 team in their 
building, and two of them were 
undefeated. That was a lot of  fun.

SL: Do you have any last 
thoughts about the last four-plus 
years here at Wash. U.?

VN: It’s just been a wonderful 

experience, and I really am very sad 
to be leaving Wash. U. I’ve really 
loved it here, but it really is a great 
opportunity for me, a great opportu-
nity for my family, to go back to that 
part of  the country. I love it here, I 
love the coaches, and the students. I 
had to say goodbye to the volleyball 
team this weekend, in Rochester, 
and it was difficult, because that 
was the first team I traveled with. 
I have a close relationship with the 
players and coaches. It’s sad, but 
I’m excited.

Student Life’s sports section would 
like to thank Vincent Novicki for his 
assistance over the past four and a half  
years, and we wish him the best at Seton 
Hall.

Novicki moving back to Seton Hall
KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

 JON ANGELES | WUSTL

Vincent Novicki, Washington University’s assistant sports information director.



St. Louis, above all else, is a base-
ball town. The enthusiasm of the city 
is one of the things that has made the 
St. Louis Cardinals’ run through the 
playoffs and into the World Series so 
exciting. For Washington University 
students from different parts of the 
world, it has been easy to jump on 
the bandwagon as this team fought 
its way into the playoffs and past the 
competition. Here is a position-by-
position breakdown of everything 
World Series. 

OVERVIEW
The Texas Rangers won the AL 

West division with a record of 96-66. 
They defeated the AL Wild Card 
winners, the Tampa Bay Rays, in 
the ALDS and defeated the AL 
Central division winners, the Detroit 
Tigers, in the ALCS to return to the 
World Series for the second year in 
a row. The Rangers lost to the San 
Francisco Giants in the 2010 World 
Series.

The St. Louis Cardinals (90-72) 
won the NL Wild Card by coming 
back from a 10.5 game deficit and 
overtaking the Atlanta Braves on the 
last day of the regular season. They 
beat the Philadelphia Phillies, the 
team with the best record in baseball, 
in the Division Series, and then beat 
the division rival Milwaukee Brewers 

in the Championship Series to return 
to the World Series. The Cardinals 
last reached it in 2006, when they 
won their 10th title by defeating the 
Tigers. 

MANAGER
Rangers – Ron Washington
Cardinals – Tony La Russa
Washington is in his fifth season as 

manager of the Texas Rangers and 
is in his second consecutive World 
Series. La Russa is in his 16th sea-
son at the helm of the Cardinals, the 
longest tenure of any manager in 
the majors, and is looking to win his 
third World Series title. Experience 
puts La Russa over the top, as he has 
won 1,454 games as manager of the 
Cardinals and has only had three los-
ing seasons.

Edge: Cardinals

CATCHER
Rangers – Mike Napoli
Cardinals – Yadier Molina
Napoli was an offensive force 

in the bottom half of the Rangers 
lineup this season, hitting 30 home 
runs and a career-high .320 average. 
Molina had a breakout season of his 
own at the plate, however, posting 
career highs in RBI (65), home runs 
(14) and batting average (.305). Add 
in Molina’s reputation as one of the 
best defensive catchers in the game 
and the scales tip in the Cardinals’ 
favor.

Edge: Cardinals

FIRST BASE
Rangers – Michael Young
Cardinals – Albert Pujols
Young brings the kind of versa-

tility and pop at the plate that any 
manager would love to have. He can 
play any position in the infield and 
hit .338 with 106 RBI in the regu-
lar season. But there is no arguing 
against the greatest player of our gen-
eration. Pujols, a three-time National 
League MVP, may have started slow 
in 2011, but he surged in the second 
half of the season to finish among 
the National League leaders in home 
runs (third with 37), RBI (seventh 
with 99) and hits (ninth with 173). 
Nobody wants to pitch to him right 
now.

Edge: Cardinals

SECOND BASE
Rangers – Ian Kinsler
Cardinals – Nick Punto
Though Punto has put in some 

solid work since taking over for the 
injured Skip Schumaker, he is no 
match for Kinsler. Despite a down 
year in hitting for average (.255), 
Kinsler hit a career-high 32 hom-
ers and stole 30 bases. Kinsler is no 
slouch in the field either, as he com-
mitted only 11 errors and helped turn 
103 double plays.

Edge: Rangers

SHORTSTOP
Rangers – Elvis Andrus
Cardinals – Rafael Furcal
Furcal has had some strong sea-

sons, but 2011 was not one of them. 
His average slipped .69 points from 
.300 in 2010 to .231 this year, and 
although his home run total jumped 
after a trade-deadline deal to the 
Cardinals, he no doubt has had a 
down year. Andrus is only 22 and has 
a long way to go, but 2011 was a step 
in a positive direction. He recorded 
career-highs in average (.279), stolen 
bases (37) and hits (164) on the year. 

Edge: Rangers

THIRD BASE
Rangers – Adrian Beltre
Cardinals – David Freese
Pop quiz: Who has hit the most 

home runs and driven in the most 
runs in the National League during 
the playoffs? Not Pujols, but home-
town-boy from Wildwood, Mo. 
David Freese. Freese got the start-
ing nod midway through the season, 
but once October came around, he 
caught fire. Freese has a postseason 
batting average of .425 and has 4 
homers and 14 RBI. Although Beltre 
is a feared batter in his own right (he 
hit 32 home runs and drove in 105 
runs of his own), Freese might be the 
hottest bat in the Cardinals’ lineup 
right now.

Edge: Cardinals

LEFT FIELD
Rangers – David Murphy
Cardinals – Matt Holliday
Holliday got off to a torrid pace to 

start the season before succumbing 
to injury. Recently, he has been deal-
ing with a hand injury, but a hobbled 
Holliday is still a dangerous hitter. 
Murphy has been a serviceable left 
fielder, but he is no Holliday at the 
plate.

Edge: Cardinals

CENTER FIELD
Rangers – Josh Hamilton
Cardinals – Jon Jay
Jay has exceeded expectations 

since the Cardinals made him the 
everyday center fielder by trad-
ing Colby Rasmus. He has a lot of  
range in center and is quick on the 
basepaths, stealing 37 bases. Few 
outfielders in baseball history have 
displayed the combination of defen-
sive range and power of Hamilton, 
however, the 2010 American League 
MVP. Despite missing weeks during 
the season after breaking his right 
arm, Hamilton managed to hit 25 
home runs and 94 RBI. He is the 
heart of the Rangers’ batting order 
and a leader in the clubhouse.

Edge: Rangers

RIGHT FIELD
Rangers – Nelson Cruz
Cardinals – Lance Berkman
David Freese may have the hottest 

bat on the Cardinals’ but his postsea-
son slightly fades when compared to 
the ALCS Nelson Cruz just had. In 
six games, Cruz hit six home runs 
and drove in 14 runs to carry the 
Rangers into the World Series. Mind 
you, Lance Berkman can play, too. 
After a poor 2010 season, Berkman 

signed a one-year contract with St. 
Louis in the off-season and delivered 
a fantastic season, hitting 31 home 
runs and batting .301. Cruz is too hot 
to handle right now, however, and 
gives the Rangers the edge in right 
field.

Edge: Rangers

STARTING PITCHERS
Rangers – C.J. Wilson, Colby 

Lewis, Derek Holland, Matt 
Harrison

Cardinals – Chris Carpenter, 
Jaime Garcia, Edwin Jackson, Kyle 
Lohse

Each of these starting rotations is 
coming off of tough league champi-
onship series, but the Cardinals get 
the edge based on the matchups. The 
Rangers starters were roughed up just 
a bit more. The only Rangers’ starter 
to perform well was Lewis, and his 
postseason ERA stands at 3.86. Both 
sides will have to perform better in 
the World Series.

Edge: Cardinals

BULLPEN
Rangers – Neftali Feliz, Mike 

Adams, Alexi Ogando
Cardinals – Jason Motte, 

Fernando Salas, Octavio Dotel
Each of these units has been on 

fire in the playoffs. Motte and Feliz 
each have four saves in the postsea-
son. Against the Tigers, the Rangers 
bullpen allowed just four earned runs 
over 27 1/3 innings, good for a 1.31 
ERA. But the Cardinals bullpen was 
just as good, as no Cardinals starter 
made it past the fifth inning against 
the Brewers as St. Louis became the 
first team in MLB history to win a 
series with more innings pitched by 
its bullpen than its starters. So far, 
every time La Russa has gone to the 
‘pen, the ‘pen has delivered.

Edge: Cardinals

DESIGNATED HITTER/BENCH
Rangers: Mitch Moreland, Yorvit 

Torrealba
Cardinals: Allen Craig, Ryan 

Theriot
Moreland and Torrealba each have 

come through in big spots for the 
Rangers in the postseason. Expect 
Moreland to get first crack as the DH 
when the series shifts to Texas. Craig 
was a pleasant surprise off the bench 
for the Cards, and he should see 
some at-bats against the Rangers left-
handed pitchers. The edge goes to 
the Rangers based on Moreland and 
Torrealba’s regular season numbers.

Edge: Rangers

PREDICTION
Cardinals in 7
St. Louis will celebrate its 11th  

World Series title in 2011 after an 
evenly matched series. Their pitch-
ing puts the Cardinals over the top 
as Chris Carpenter wins Game 7 on 
short rest in front of a raucous crowd 
at Busch Stadium.

Editor’s note: Sahil is from Houston, 
Texas, and is, thus, an Astros fan. Because 
the Astros play in the same division as the 
Cardinals and because Houston does not 
like Dallas, he has no love for either team 
in this series.
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The 107th World Series in base-
ball history began last night here 
in St. Louis, as you might have 
heard already. And we know that 
some of you have been following 
the Cardinals since spring train-
ing began in Jupiter, Fla., back in 
February. But for you out-of-town-
ers who haven’t been paying much 
attention before now, and watched 
last night’s 3-2 Cards’ victory with-
out really knowing what was going 
on, fear not. We’re here to answer 
some of your burning questions 
about this year’s team and postsea-
son run. By the time you’re done 
reading, you’ll look like you’ve been 
a diehard fan since the days of Mark 
McGwire. (Not that we expect you 
to know who that is.)

Well, I know Albert Pujols. But 
who else on the Cardinals is good?

Pujols is indeed the face of the 
franchise, but the Cardinals are 
loaded with talent. They are, after 
all, playing in a World Series. Their 
ace pitcher, Chris Carpenter, is one 

of the better pitchers in baseball, 
having out-dueled Roy Halladay 
of the Philadelphia Phillies in a 
1-0 game in Game 5 of the NLDS. 
Offensively, they’re stacked. Matt 
Holliday participated in the All-
Star Game and Home Run Derby 
this year. Lance Berkman, the NL 
Comeback Player of  the Year, is 
always a serious threat. Yadier 
Molina is one of the best catchers in 
the game, and third baseman David 
Freese is on fire in the postseason, 
as he just won NLCS MVP in the 
last series against the Milwaukee 
Brewers. They had the most runs 
in the NL and are very, very 
dangerous.

Why is it such a big deal that 
they’re here? Everyone’s talking 
about it like it was a miracle.

Well, to some extent, it was. 
With little over a month left in the 
season, the Cardinals trailed the 
Atlanta Braves for the final National 
League playoff  spot by 10.5 games. 
On Aug. 27, probability simulators 
predicted that St. Louis had about a 
one percent chance of reaching the 
postseason. The 90-win Cardinals 

not only made it on the strength of  
an excellent September and a Braves 
collapse, but have continued to beat 
the odds since, dispatching the 102-
win Phillies and the 96-win Brewers 
in consecutive series.

Why do the announcers keep 
saying it may be Pujols’ last series 
with the Cardinals? He was the 
only player I knew before I read 
this article!

2011 is the last year of  Pujols’ 
eight-year contract with the 
Redbirds, and he’s going to cost 
a king’s ransom and a half  on the 
free agent market. The Cardinals 
will certainly try to retain him, and 
no one knows where he’ll end up. 
But can you imagine how great of  
a story it would be if  his second 
World Series title here in St. Louis 
leads him to resign here and stay 
a Cardinal for life? Because FOX 
can, and our old pal Joe Buck prob-
ably will never stop bringing up that 
possibility.

I see. So who are the Rangers, 
anyways?

Well, they’re from Arlington, 

Texas. They’re in the World Series 
for the second year in a row, looking 
to win their first ever championship. 
Other than that, they’re actually 
eerily similar to the Cardinals. 
They’ve got an absolutely killer 
lineup, with a lethal heart-of-the-
order group (Josh Hamilton, Adrian 
Beltre, Mike Napoli, Michael 
Young) and a guy at the bottom of  
the lineup who is red-hot and just 
won ALCS MVP (Nelson Cruz). 
They have a real ace at the top of  
the rotation in CJ Wilson. And their 
bullpen, strengthened by some mid-
season trades, has been excellent in 
the postseason, and is led by young, 
hard-throwing closer Neftali Feliz.

And who is that old Rangers 
fan the television cameras keep 
showing?

That bald man in a dress shirt and 
tie is not just your everyday team 
executive; he’s Nolan Ryan, base-
ball’s record-holder in strikeouts and 
no-hitters. The game’s most intimi-
dating pitcher in his 26-year career, 
Ryan once put a player in a head-
lock and punched him in the face...
when he was 46 years old. Today, 

Ryan is the principal owner and 
president of  the ballclub. During 
Games 3-5 in Texas, Ryan will be 
competing with former Rangers’ 
owner (oh, and U.S. President) 
George W. Bush for most random 
camera pans to him standing up and 
clapping, staring intently or possibly 
eating a hot dog.

So now that I know the teams, 
here’s my last question. What the 
heck is a Rally Squirrel?

During Games 3 and 4 of  
the Division Series against 
Philadelphia, a squirrel infamously 
ran across the field, providing comic 
relief  at the time. As the Cardinals 
advanced, the squirrel turned into 
a full-blown symbol of  the team’s 
playoff  run, with shirts, towels, 
commercials and even Twitter 
accounts made in honor of this 
now-famous squirrel. Who knows 
what may happen if  he makes an 
encore during the Series.

I’m now an expert on the 
Cardinals and the World Series. 
Yay!

You’re welcome. 

A casual Cardinals fan’s guide to the 2011 World Series

The 2011 Fall Classic is underway in St. Louis

SAHIL PATEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

The St. Louis Cardinals celebrate winning Game 6 of the National League Championship Series over the Milwaukee 
Brewers in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Sunday, October 16, 2011.
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