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While the national student loan 
default rate jumped from 7 percent 
to 8.8 percent between fiscal years 
2009 and 2011, the default rate at 
Washington University dropped 
from 2.2 percent to 2.1 percent. 

Although the University’s default 
rate is significantly lower than the 
national average, it ranks second 
highest on default rates among 
the top 20 universities in the US. 
Princeton University has the high-
est figure at 2.2  percent, whereas the 
California Institute of Technology 
has the lowest rate at 0 percent.

Bill Witbrodt, director of Student 
Financial Services at Washington 
University, said that a variety of fac-
tors can affect the figures, including 
the struggling economy, a weak job 
market, geographic location, lack of  
understanding of loan terms and lack 
of proactive communication with 
loan servicers.

“Student Financial Services will 
continue to work with students to 
minimize the amount of student 
loans they acquire and educate bor-
rowers about how to manage their 
loans,” Witbrodt said. 

Assistant Vice Chancellor and 
Director of the Career Center 
Mark Smith is optimistic about 
Washington University students’ 
ability to pay back loans. 

“We have a very strong hiring 
rate every year. Many competitive 
companies consistently hire Wash. 
U. graduates in double digits. The 

Career Center will be helping with 
students, not necessarily only on pay-
ing back loans. And we continue to 
reach out to, and work with students 
once they graduate, which I don’t 
think a lot of people know,” Smith 
said. 

Students are interested in the dis-
crepancies between the national 
average default rates and those of the 
nation’s top schools.

“I think the most interesting thing 
about the data is the fact that if  
Wash. U. is significantly lower than 
average on the default rate, but it 
has one of the highest default rates 
among the top 20 schools,” sopho-
more Lauren Sexton said. “Why is 
it that the higher-ranked institutions 
have such a low default rate in the 
first place? Is it because their endow-
ments tend to be so large and they 
can afford to give out loads of schol-
arships? Is it because we all get good 
jobs and can pay?”

Despite the University’s poor 
ranking on default rates among 
top schools, Sexton believes the 
University’s debt-bearing graduates 
are still in decent shape.

“Also, I think that us being number 
two on that scale may be bad, or it 
may just seem worse than it is. After 
all, if  numbers three to 12 all have 
default rates of 2 percent, and we are 
only .1 percent worse off, that’s really 
not that big a deal and more just a 
matter of splitting hairs,” she said.

Smith also asserted that job-hunt-
ing in the United States might be 

HALEY CEN
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National student loan 
default rate jumps, Wash. 
U. rate decreases

Washington University is 
encouraging its students, faculty 
and staff  to donate to the United 
Way of  Greater St. Louis, a 
philanthropic organization that 
supports social-service agencies.

The groups that the United 
Way of  Greater St. Louis sup-
ports include the Boy Scouts of  
America (BSA), an organization 
with a strict anti-homosexual 
policy.

Some members of  the 
University community are 
against the University indirectly 
supporting the Boy Scouts.

Washington University 
recently received a top rating 
in the LGBT-Friendly Campus 
Climate Index for the second 
year in a row. The index rates 
LGBT-friendly policies, pro-
grams and practices.

Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton, 
who currently serves as a mem-
ber of  the board of  directors 
for the United Way of  Greater 
St. Louis, does not consider 
the organization’s support of  
the BSA a reason to question 
fundraising.  

“The Boy Scouts are not the 
organization that is uppermost in 
my mind in terms of  why I sup-
port the United Way,” Wrighton 

said. “They are only one of  the 
many, many organizations being 
supported.”  

Sophomore Danielle Greene 
of  Safe Zones, an LGBTQIA 
education group on campus, 
does not think that encourag-
ing the community to fundraise 
for the United Way of  Greater 
St. Louis will be seen as a direct 
statement against homosexuality 
but believes that some students 
might equate it with supporting 
a negative standpoint.

“I would say that most 
LGBTQIA would still be sup-
portive of  donating to charity, 

University support of charitable 
organization raises questions
BECKY PRAGER
STAFF REPORTER

Washington University’s top-
paid employees don’t have offices 
on the Danforth Campus—
they work at the Washington 
University School of  Medicine 
in St. Louis.

The University’s 2010 tax fil-
ings reveal that the top-paid 
University employee is Richard 
H. Gelberman, the Fred C. 
Reynolds professor and chair-
man of  the Department of  
Orthopedic Surgery, and the 
rest of  the top five is composed 
of  medical school employees as 
well.

This surprised some 

students, who expected a 
well-known University fig-
ure, such as Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton, to receive the highest 
compensation.

The information was disclosed 
on Form 990, a document that 
publicly discloses an organiza-
tion’s financial information, 
required annually from the 
University by the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS).

According to the document, 
Gelberman received a total 
compensation* of  $1,154,922, 
including a base pay of  
$1,103,386 and other report-
able compensations that totaled 
$14,813.

Other top-paid University 

employees included K. Daniel 
Riew, professor of  orthopedic 
surgery, Ralph G. Dacey, Jr., 
professor and chairman of  neu-
rological surgery, Timothy J. 
Eberlein, surgeon-in-chief  of  
Barnes-Jewish Hospital and Rick 
W. Wright, associate professor of  
orthopedic surgery.

All four medical officials 
received total compensations 
of  around $1 million, which 
includes base salary, bonuses 
and any other reportable 
compensation.

Each was listed as working 
around 40 hours per week.

The University’s 

DILI CHEN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Highest-earning employees work at med school
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Three more 
incidents
occur over 
weekend

A string of  six robberies and 
attempted robberies over the 
course of  five days has led the St. 
Louis Metropolitan, University 
City and Washington University 
police departments to increase 
off-campus patrols.

The Metropolitan Police 
Department–City of  St. Louis 
(SLMPD), which has jurisdiction 
over the Skinker-DeBaliviere 
area, has added between two and 
four patrol officers to guard the 
area each night. It is increasing 
surveillance from 9 p.m. to 2 or 
3 a.m, with officers in and out of  
uniform to conduct pedestrian 
and vehicle stops if  they see any-
thing suspicious.

University City police did not 
return phone calls made Sunday 

Three more robberies were 
attempted this weekend, two of  
them successful.

On Sunday, two rob-
beries occurred in the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere neighbor-
hood. One was committed just 
before 1:30 a.m., and the other 
was committed at 1:30 a.m. The 
victims of  the two robberies 
described similar suspects.

The first Sunday-morning 
robbery involved two victims 
in an alley on the 6000 block 
of  Kingsbury Boulevard. A car 
pulled up, and two suspects 
jumped out; one of  them was 
holding a tennis racquet. The 
suspects demanded money—one 
victim dropped her purse, as the 

Police 
increase 
patrols 
in areas

SEE INCIDENTS, PAGE 3

String of crimes hits off-campus community 

MICHELLE MERLIN
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SEE POLICE, PAGE 2

1 Robbery Wednesday, 9:50 
p.m. on the 700 block of 
Westgate: Suspect approached 
victim on the 700 block of 
Westgate and took a cell phone 
and cash.

2 Robbery Thursday, around 
11 p.m. at Eastgate & Cates: 
Suspects in a vehicle stole keys 
and phone of two victims

3 Attempted robbery Thursday, 
around 11 p.m. on the 6000 
Block of Pershing: Suspects in 
vehicle approached victim who 
fell off bike and the strap of 
her purse broke. Nothing was 
stolen.

4 Attempted robbery Satur-
day, 1:15 a.m., between two 
buildings just off of Westgate: 
Suspect approached would-be 
victim, who displayed a knife. 
Suspect fled.

5 Robbery Sunday, just before 
1:30 a.m. on the 6000 block of 
Kingsbury: Suspects in vehicle 
stole a wallet and purse.

6 Robbery Sunday 1:30 a.m. 
6000 block of Waterman near 
Des Peres: Suspects in vehicle 
stole purse and struck male 
with tennis racquet.

afternoon to detail its security 
plans.

“In the 11 years I’ve been 
here this is the first time I can 
recall [such frequent incidents], 

so certainly we’re concerned 
and working closely with the St. 
Louis and University City police,” 
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Sept. 29, 2011
Drug violation—At 2:06 p.m., in Eliot B 
dorm, drugs and paraphernalia were seized.
Disposition: Under investigation.

Drug violation—At 1:05 p.m., in Shandeling 
dorm, drugs and paraphernalia were seized.
Disposition: Under investigation.

Drug violation—At 1:05 p.m., in Eliot B 
dorm, drugs and paraphernalia were seized.
Disposition: Under investigation.

Auto accident—At 4:45 p.m., in Lot #43, a 
parked vehicle was struck. The striking 
vehicle left the scene.
Disposition: Pending.

Found property—At 9:32 p.m., in Koenig 
dorm, a complainant reported finding a 
baggie containing a small amount of possible 
marijuana. The owner is unknown, and the 
item was disposed of.
Disposition: Cleared.

Larceny—At 11:55 p.m., a complainant 
reported that he left his unsecured bike at 
the racks near College Hall at 8 p.m. and 
found it at 9:25 p.m. secured by someone’s 
lock by Anheuser Busch Hall. The value of 
the bike is $250.
Disposition: Pending.

MONDAY 3
Fall 2011 Middle East - North Africa Film 
Series
Brown Hall, Room 118, 7 p.m.
The screening of “Rai Story: From Cheikha 
Rimitti to Cheba Djenet” (2004) will be 
followed by a discussion. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

Scoops Making Cents Ice Cream Benefit
Serendipity Ice Cream, 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Forty percent of sales will be donated to 
Siteman Cancer Center and Gateway to 
Hope. In addition, throughout the month of 
October, $1 from each “Pink Sundae” sold 
at Serendipity Ice Cream will benefit both 
organizations. 

TUESDAY 4
Cupcakes, Sunglasses and Headbands: DG 
Fundraiser
DUC, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Delta Gamma is selling cupcakes from The 
Cup for $5, sunglasses for $6 and nautical 
headbands to benefit the Delta Gamma 
Foundation and Service for Sight. The sale 
will also run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday.

Tuesday Tea @ 3.
DUC Tisch Commons, 3 p.m.
Relax and gather with friends and 
colleagues over free tea and cookies.

“The Borders of Language”
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, 7 p.m.
Mladen Dolar, advising researcher in 
theory at Maastricht and senior research 
fellow in the Department of Philosophy at 
the University of Llubljana, Slovenia, is the 
author of “A Voice and Nothing More” and is 
the visiting Hurst Professor in October. The 
three-evening series, “From Hegel to Freud 
and Kafka,” continues on Oct. 5 and Oct. 6, 
also at 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 5
Public Service Fair
College Hall, 4-6 p.m.
More than 30 nonprofit organizations will 
gather in College Hall offering a variety 
of community service and internship 
opportunities. The public service fair 
will last from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. and will be 
followed by a roundtable discussion at 5:15 
p.m. on a variety of critical social issues.

Writing Center Workshop Series: “The 
Basics of Excellent Public Speaking”
Eads Hall, Room 109, 6 p.m.
This workshop provided by the Writing 
Center is free for all currently enrolled 
WUSTL undergraduate and graduate 
students, as well as for faculty. To register, 
email writing@artsci.wustl.edu, vsit Eads 
Hall, Room 111, or call (314) 935-4981.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“In the 11 years I’ve 

been here this is 

the first time I can 

recall [such frequent 

incidents], ”

- WUPD Chief of Police

Don Strom

Some Washington University students 
have the opportunity to create history in 
the classroom this semester. 

Students taking history professor 
Sonia Lee’s course called “Building 
St. Louis History: The City and Its 
Renaissance,” will engage in local his-
tory by helping a St. Louis family apply 
for a family-owned building to receive 
historical preservation status.

The class is based on the story of  
Lillie Velma Pearson, an African-
American woman who owned a grocery 
store, Tillie’s Food Shop, and two adja-
cent buildings from 1948 to 1988. When 
Pearson passed away in 2006, her final 
wish was that the three buildings, 
located on the corner of  Garrison and 
Sheridan avenues in the JeffVanderLou 
neighborhood, remain in the family.

Students in the class are working with 
Carla Pearson Alexander, Pearson’s 
granddaughter, to preserve “Tillie’s 
Corner.” Much of  the class will be 
devoted to conducting research that will 
become part Alexander’s application to 
obtain preservation through the National 
Register of  Historic Places. 

“One distinct aspect of  this class that 
is different than other classes is that 

students get a sense of  producing knowl-
edge. The fact that they aren’t reading 
history books, they are making history,” 
Lee said. “We will have this information 
that we didn’t have before, and it was 
made possible by the students.”

Lee said that the class is presenting 
two key arguments for why the build-
ing should be accepted by the National 
Register: the first is that as a black, 
female business owner, Pearson was his-
torically significant; the second is that 
Tillie’s Corner was a site of  informal 
activism.

Lee received a Faculty Innovation 
Grant from the Gephardt Institute for 
Public Service to help her pursue the 
project.

The class is collecting research by 
seeking out local activists and busi-
ness owners who worked in the 
JeffVanderLou neighborhood when the 
store was in business. The students will 
conduct interviews, transcribe them and 
archive the transcripts.

“The woman who owned the store—
I definitely think is significant,” 
sophomore Elizabeth Crowell, a student 
in Dr. Lee’s Class, said. “She owned it 
all by herself—she didn’t have a hus-
band at that point and then she even 
raised children. She also was working in 
an area where there weren’t that many 

businesses. A lot of  people were leaving 
the town because the area was getting 
worse.”

Pearson was an entrepreneur with a 
thriving business at a time when it was 
difficult for both black individuals and 
women to achieve success, Lee said.

She kept her shop open from 5 a.m. to 
11 p.m., let people waiting on paychecks 
make purchases on credit and offered 
delivery services for the elderly.

“We are writing about the history of  
people that are not explicitly parts of  
the civil rights movement,” Lee said. 
“Ordinary citizens whose names will 
not appear in the Post-Dispatch were 
still really foundational leaders of  
communities.”

Alexander plans to renovate the build-
ings, and is considering turning the 
corner into either a tutoring center for 
children or a multi-service center for 
elderly people.

If  the application for the National 
Register of  Historic Places is accepted, 
up to 45 percent of  the renovation costs 
would be covered.

WU class takes steps to preserve 
local history
ALLY SCHER
STAFF REPORTER

Write to Ally Scher at 
ALLY.SCHER@STUDLIFE.COM
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BECKY.PRAGER@STUDLIFE.COM

CHARITABLE FROM PAGE 1

but it is unfortunate that one of  them is 
the Boy Scouts,” Greene said. “People 
could see this not as an explicit attempt 
to do any harm, but every little action 
does have implicit meaning.”

Wrighton explained that the United 
Way is an important cause because of  
the funding it provides to social-service 
agencies in the greater St. Louis area.  

“Government support of  social-ser-
vice programs is rapidly deteriorating, 
and we are in a time of  unprecedented 
levels of  need,” Wrighton said. “It’s 
really a time when our financial sup-
port to these agencies supported by the 
United Way makes a huge difference.”

Wrighton estimated that more than 
one million citizens in the greater St. 
Louis region receive benefits from 
the programs and agencies supported 
by the United Way, including many 
Washington University employees.

The University’s fundraising effort, 
which began with a kickoff  on Sept. 
6, is intended to encourage donations 
from  all members of  the Washington 
University community. 

All members of  the faculty received 
an email about the fundraising effort 
and ways in which they can contribute, 
including through a payroll deduction, 

which Wrighton says will reduce 
expense and paperwork. 

“I started giving personally to the 
United Way since I was an assistant pro-
fessor at MIT, so I’ve been supporting 
the organization for almost 40 years,” 
Wrighton said.  

BSA has a long-standing policy that 
prevents open homosexuals and athe-
ists from holding leadership positions or 
becoming registered members. In 2004, 
the organization adopted a “Youth 
Leadership” policy that states, “Boy 
Scouts of  America believes that homo-
sexual conduct is inconsistent with the 
obligations in the Scout Oath and Scout 
Law to be morally straight and clean in 
thought, word and deed.”

The United Way of  Greater St. Louis 
funds more than 170 nonprofit agencies 
in Missouri and Illinois. Out of  the 170, 
only eight received more than one mil-
lion dollars in allocation from United 
Way. The three BSA chapters supported 
by the United Way of  Greater St. Louis 
received, in total, $1,961,147, the third 
largest allocation of  any of  the nonprofit 
agencies. This allocation total was sur-
passed only by the St. Louis chapter of  
the American Red Cross and Provident, 
Inc.   

Assistant Vice Chancellor Rob Wild 

stressed that the University does not 
directly support the United Way or any 
of  the agencies for which it provides 
funding.

“It’s not about the University taking a 
portion of  the endowment and putting it 
into the United Way. This is a voluntary 
employee campaign,” Wild said.

Wild explained that the campaign 
will be focused on educating University 
employees about the United Way and 
what it has done for the greater St. Louis 
community. He said the program will 
make it easy for those who are interested 
to donate, which, he added, not every-
one chooses to do.  

By 2010, Washington University 
raised $715,540 for the United Way 
of  Greater St. Louis, exceeding their 
five-year fundraising goal of  $615,000. 
This year, the goal has been raised to 
$650,000.  

Since Vice Chancellor for Human 
Resources Ann Prenatt began leading 
the fundraising campaign in 1999, the 
University community has donated more 
than $6.6 million to the United Way of  
Greater St. Louis.

Write to Michelle Merlin at 
MICHELLE.MERLIN@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Michelle Merlin at 
MICHELLE.MERLIN@STUDLIFE.COM
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INCIDENTS FROM PAGE 1

WUPD Chief  of  Police Don Strom said.
Numerous students noted that the 

recent surge in crime has made them 
wary of  going off  campus.

“The crimes are a little bit frightening; 
they make you be more aware of  your 
surroundings and take more cautious 
steps,” said senior Lauren Evers, who 
lives on Rosedale. “I have been using the 
Campus2Home busses after dark when-
ever I’m on the Danforth campus.”

Police think that some of  the suspects 
for the distinct robberies and attempted 
robberies are actually the same people.

The victims have described their assail-
ants as young, black males, between 18 
and 20 years of  age, about six feet tall 
and of  slender builds. 

Two different vehicles were used in 
four of  the cases, one described as a 
black four-door GMC Yukon-type vehi-
cle with tinted windows and the other as 
a small dark or navy blue four-door com-
pact vehicle.

Students said that the series of  crimes 
has changed their social plans and future 

housing plans. 
Senior Kieran Holzhauer, who lives 

on Waterman Boulevard, said she has 
started visiting her friends instead of  
having them visit her because she has a 
car.

Junior Avery Pierce said the crimes 
have led her and her friends to stick to 
campus after dark. 

“It makes me not want to walk home 
from an off-campus party,” she said.

Pierce added that while her friends 
have been considering moving off-cam-
pus for their senior year, they will be 
specifically looking to avoid the areas 
where the crimes occurred.

SLMPD is working with residents of  
the Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood 
to see if  they have seen anything sus-
picious or noticed vehicles that fit the 
descriptions. Detectives working on the 
case are looking through files of  people 
they have arrested in the past to see if  
they could be involved.

In addition, SLMPD has implemented 
a new rule that demands assigned patrols 

to stay in the area unless on call.
Students said they appreciate the 

increased patrols.
“Having the policeman there on the 

corner was a good first step, [it’s] reas-
suring to have someone there on the 
corner,” Evers said, in regards to an offi-
cer she saw patrolling the area.

The University has advised students 
to avoid walking off  campus in the early 
morning hours, especially alone and in 
poorly-lit areas. It has encouraged them 
to take Campus2Home, a bus that takes 
students from the Brookings steps or 
Mallinkrodt to their front doors from 7 
p.m. to 4 a.m.

“I think the main thing is just being 
aware of  your surroundings,” SLMPD 
Lieutenant Ken Lammert said. 
“Especially when you get two people 
walking, they may be talking and not 
paying as much attention to what’s going 
on across the street or down the block.”

other dropped his wallet.
The second robbery took place 

minutes later, on the 6000 block of  
Waterman Boulevard near Des Peres 
Road. Two suspects came out of  a car 
and grabbed a female victim’s purse. 
One of  the two suspects struck a male 
victim with a tennis racquet. The male 
victim was treated and later released 

from the hospital, according to WUPD 
Chief  of  Police Don Strom.

The suspects of  both robberies 
matched the description of  black males 
around six feet in height. The suspects’ 
cars were each described as a dark or 
navy compact four-door vehicle.

Another attempted robbery took place 
around 1:15 a.m. on Saturday. A suspect 

demanded money from a victim walking 
between two buildings on the 700 block 
of  Westgate Avenue. The victim drew a 
knife, and the suspect fled.
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EARNING FROM PAGE 1

compensations commit-
tee approves decisions on 
the amount of  income of  the 
University’s key employees, 
which are based on Form 990 of  
other schools and organizations, 
written employment contracts 
and regular compensations 
surveys.

Most students remarked that 
they had only a vague idea on 
the income distribution among 
University employees. 

Nevertheless, some students 
responded that they had expected 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton to 
be the highest-paid employee on 
campus. His total compensation 

in 2010 was $861,979.
Many were surprised that they 

had not heard of  the top-paid 
University employees. Yet, it did 
not come as a surprise for stu-
dents to find that the University’s 
five highest-paid employees were 
in fact working physicians and 
professors at the Washington 
University School of  Medicine 
in St. Louis.

“My guess would be that 
[the Medical School professor-
ships] are positions where the 
University is trying to attract the 
best people in the field,” junior 
Robert Bradley said.

Write to Haley Cen at 
HALEY.CEN@STUDLIFE.COM

DEFAULT FROM PAGE 1

harder for international students.
“As the US government has 

increased regulation, it has been 
more burdensome for US companies 
to hire foreign nationals,” Smith said.

For this reason, Smith suggested 
that international students reach out 
early to potential US employers, or 
look for jobs overseas.  

Qian Cao is a junior international 
student who has been receiving stu-
dent loans from the University. 

“I’m very grateful for this service, 
since it has done a big part in help-
ing me stay at Wash. U. And that’s 
the purpose of this loan, to help 

students who want to be here to be 
able to stay. So in the grand scheme 
of things, I think the loan is benefit-
ing many, regardless of the increase 
in interest,” Cao said.

Most students are pleased with 
the level of financial assistance the 
University has continued to offer. 

“I think Wash. U. is trying to 
balance its difficulties in economic 
situations with its goal to attract good 
students, regardless of their financial 
status,” junior Danni Liu said. 

A WHALE OF A TIME ON THE SOUTH FORTY

DAVID MORIN | STUDENT LIFE

RuSoFo Residential College Director Andrew McDermott stands beside the RuSoFo whale that RAs made on Sunday to 
kick off Whale Week.



4 STUDENT LIFE MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011

forum

Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
3, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.

OUR VOICE: 
EDITORIAL BOARD

YOUR VOICE:
SUBMISSIONS

OUR WEB 
POLICY

Editorials are written by our opinion editors and 
reflect the consensus of our editorial board. The 
editorial board operates independently of our 
newsroom. 

Editor in chief: Michelle Merlin
Associate editor: Alex Dropkin
Managing editors: Alan Liu & Hannah Lustman
Director of Multimedia: Matt Mitgang

Senior sports editors: Sahil Patel & Kurt 
Rohrbeck
Senior scene editor: Davis Sargeant
Senior cadenza editors: Andie Hutner

Senior photo editor: Genevieve Hay
Senior forum editor: Daniel Deibler
Forum editors: Chase Ferree, Charlie Low, 
Ajay Sundar & Natalie Villalon

STAFF EDITORIAL

Career Center should provide more resources 
for wider variety of students

Put a smile on

I 
think we complain too 
much. I’m not coming 
from a self-righteous, 
holier-than-thou perspec-

tive either, because I’m guilty 
of  it too—probably guiltier 
than most. But Washington 
University students never seem 
to be totally fulfilled. Maybe 
I should hang out with hap-
pier people, I don’t know. 
Regardless, I think it’s some-
thing that needs to be addressed. 

 The food on campus is so 
repetitive, and then they take 
your favorite item off  the menu 
for the sake of  variety, therefore 
Bon Appétit should face the 
wrath of  fire and brimstone. If  
someone tries to plan something 
for a night out, we’re sick of  
the venue, but when there’s no 
plan, we complain about how 
lame we are. People complained 

about the old dorms on the 
40, now we regret the fact that 
the construction never ends. 
It’s relentless. And remaining 
in that type of  mindset only 
contributes to the perpetual 
whining. If  one thing sucks, 
why shouldn’t it all suck? 

In some ways, this is a tacky, 
“appreciate what you have,” 
kind of  deal. But try not to look 
at it that way. There are defi-
nitely a lot of  issues with the 
overall student experience here. 
They’re just all pretty minor. 

I’m going to fire off  a series 
of  complaints that I think would 
be fairly representative of  the 
average student opinion here. 
Let’s see how petty they are. 

Jaded senior walking through 
the village: “My basil remou-
lade spread on this packaged 
sandwich wasn’t locally or sus-
tainably produced on an organic 
farm within thirty miles of  cam-
pus. Ugh, and the packaging 

is under 92 percent recycled 
plastic. You know that’s the 
standard percentage that Brown 
requires of  all its plastic goods.” 
How many students get to com-
plain about basil remoulade in 
the first place? Shut up. 

“It’s so unfair that the new 
freshmen get Tempur-Pedic 
mattresses.” Yes, it may be a 
tad indulgent of  the freshman 
experience and not the best use 
of  the University’s money. But 
it’s not unfair to you. Know 
why? Because the more highly 
qualified, interested, intel-
ligent students this University 
secures, the more its reputation 
will grow. That will allow you, 
sometime in the near future, 
to stand there with a big, smug 
smile on your face at your 
assumedly very important/
interesting/world-changing-for-
the-better job  and say, “Yeah, 
I went there BEFORE they had 
those mattresses.” That’s going 

to feel sweet, because your 
degree carries the weight it does 
due to all the efforts the school 
puts into seemingly stupid, 
miniscule changes like memory 
foam mattresses. 

Let’s say two students are 
walking together to brunch on 
Saturday morning. The first 
student says, “Last night was 
so boring.”  The second student 
says,  “I know, Wash. U. kids 
don’t know how to have fun.” 
While the level of  fun at this 
school can definitely be called 
into question at times, it’s not 
like we’re confined to some 
humdrum, humorless existence. 

Simply look at it in perspec-
tive: We got into Wash. U. 
because we are highly intel-
ligent, hard-working students. 
This makes us more apt to piece 
together some sort of  social 
calendar in a city that doesn’t 
exactly cater to student night-
life. And we’re also all mostly 

slightly socially awkward, 
introverted nerds with some 
major insecurities. If  someone 
were to list our most redeem-
ing qualities as a student body, 
“smooth” wouldn’t be high on 
the list. Chances are we’ll never 
achieve “legendary” status as a 
party school, but I know enough 
people who wake up feeling like 
they got hit by a truck to get the 
feeling that we’re at least trying. 
But all we can do is our best. 

So in five minutes, when I will 
inevitably throw my next inane, 
disgruntled quip at something 
having to do with Wash. U., I 
will stop, consider the fact that 
I’m being wildly unappreciative, 
and say it anyway. I can’t expect 
you to stop complaining about 
school, just to appreciate what 
you have.

CHARLIE LOW
FORUM EDITOR

Charlie Low is a senior in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to Charlie Low at 
CHARLIE.LOW@STUDLIFE.COM
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W
ashington 
University prides 
itself on its career 
center and the 

career services it provides for its 
students. The prestigious jobs its 
students are offered every year, the 
clout those students hold in the 
working world, and the substantial 
alumni network that we have are 
all indicators that a lot of things are 
going well.

Yet, we still feel that Washington 
University’s career services can do 
better. For instance, it seems that 
the majority of organizations that 
come to the Career Fair are focused 
in the fields of either business or 

engineering. Certainly, there are 
exceptions—transitional programs 
like Teach For America and other 
non-profit organizations—but when 
a significant portion of our com-
munity will be receiving degrees in 
something without an immediately 
“practical” application, we feel 
that it is important to provide these 
individuals with a more substantial 
amount of opportunities.

For a university of our size and 
standing, the Career Fair should 
better reflect the diversity of degrees 
in our undergraduate population. 
At the moment, all it seems to be 
doing is setting up a framework 
that ultimately holds those students 

back. With visiting companies being 
mostly looking for people with a 
business or engineering background, 
many  Arts & Sciences students 
found themselves unsure of whether 
to attend: should they go just for 
the sake of going? Or skip the fair 
because they weren’t interested in 
the companies, and the companies 
weren’t interested in them.

Nonetheless, visits to the Career 
Center can be fruitful. The resources 
and advice they provide are solid, 
but it is disheartening to visit and 
come away empty handed or with 
little idea of what to pursue. The 
Career Link search engine fits in 
with this—a significant portion of  

the internships and job opportuni-
ties offered lay in the business and 
engineering sectors, making it seem 
a lot harder to look for something 
that’s geared for people with, say, an 
Anthropology or a French major. 
Most of us won’t love our first jobs, 
or stick with them for our entire 
adult lives, but the Career Center 
should still do all it can to help 
students find something that in line 
with their passions.

At this point, it’s up to Wash. 
U. students to use more resources 
than the Career Center to look for 
job and internship opportunities. 
This should be an expectation of all 
students, regardless, as it’s not on the 

Career Center to find jobs for stu-
dents. But the Career Center should 
be there to help those students, all of  
those students, to look for and find 
options. 

We hope that the Career Center 
will continue to build networks and 
create opportunities for students 
with majors of less practical applica-
tion, and help them to find jobs that 
fit. This would not only benefit the 
students themselves, but the Career 
Center as well; it will help us build 
our alumni networks, demon-
strate the diversity of Washington 
University’s graduates and help 
them improve in how they serve our 
community.
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Breaking physics: explainedA response to 
‘Crowd dynamics’

Let them eat cake  

A 
few weeks ago 
on campus, it 
was common 
to hear that 

“CERN broke physics.”  
Over many thousands of  
attempts and three years 
of  study, scientists at the 
European Organization 
for Nuclear Research 
(CERN) had routinely 
noticed that neutrinos fired 
from CERN had arrived 
at the Oscillation Project 
with Emulsion-tRacking 
Apparatus (OPERA) 
detector in northern Italy 
several nanoseconds faster 
than the speed of  light. 

 To understand why this 
is such a groundbreaking 
discovery, one must first 
understand why absolutely 
nothing can travel faster 
than the speed of  light. In 
the first quarter of  the 20th 
century, Albert Einstein 
postulated his theories of  
relativity, both of  which 
describe the relationship 
of  space and time and 
defined the speed of  light 
in a vacuum as a constant 
in the universe.  

This statement had one 
very unusual spin-off: 
the mutability of  time. 
Essentially, time is not 
constant throughout the 
universe; it flows at differ-
ent rates depending on the 
velocity of  the object being 
observed. Essentially, spe-
cial relativity can describe 
how an object traveling at 
close to the speed of  light 
ages slower than some-
thing traveling at much 
lower speeds.  

Mountains of  evidence 

support this observa-
tion: The GPS in your 
iPhone relies on much 
more complicated general-
relativistic calculations 
in order to achieve the 
accuracy needed determine 
your location on Earth.  
Further, quantum phys-
ics tells us that not only is 
the speed of  light the de 
facto “local” speed limit 
to the universe (barring 
nonlocal phenomena, such 
as predicted wormholes, 
the Alcubierre drive, and 
quantum entanglement for 
you science fiction fanatics 
out there), it takes infi-
nite energy to accelerate 
something with any mass 
whatsoever to the speed of  
light.

That much information 
allows us to proceed to the 
Italian OPERA detector 
in Gran Sasso, Italy, and 
to understand why this 
is such a monumental 
discovery. Neutrinos are 
remnants of  nuclear pro-
cesses, and are very, very 
light but, nonetheless, have 
a tiny mass.  They also 
rarely interact with normal 
matter because they are 
electromagnetically neutral 
and only interact with mat-
ter according to the weak 
nuclear force and gravita-
tional interaction, which 
could be a large part of  the 
reason why this phenome-
non was not observed until 
recently. 

 Indeed, most scientists 
are baffled as to how this 
could have occurred and 
have postulated theories 
as to how this could hap-
pen. Perhaps the most 
fascinating and difficult 
to prove, speculations 

cite this as proof  of  the 
extra-dimensional string 
theory, in which all matter 
is simply the vibration of  
one-dimensional “cosmic 
strings.” Physicists specu-
late that these neutrinos 
did not actually violate 
relativity; they simply 
traveled through another 
dimension in which the 
distance between CERN 
and the Gran Sasso detec-
tor was much shorter.  

Such a theory leaves 
Einstein’s universe, one 
limited to three spatial 
and one time dimension. 
In the end, however, it is 
far too early to understand 
exactly how big of  an 
impact this discovery will 
have, or if  it was not some 
incredible systematic error 
in the CERN calculation 
that they happened to 
miss. Rather than calling 
it a certain and definite 
breakthrough, CERN 
has sent the call out for 
further investigations to 
similar facilities in Japan 
and Chicago to conduct 
similar investigations.  
However, even then, a 
century worth of  evidence 
will not be overturned by a 
few experiments. With all 
this confusion, it is pretty 
unlikely that all of  physics 
as we know it will be over-
turned. Nonetheless, I will 
continue to hold out hope, 
no matter how unlikely 
(and it is very unlikely) 
that this will result in a 
workable faster-than-light 
engine.

I
n his recent Student 
Life column “Crowd 
dynamics,” Daniel 
Deibler claimed that 

the reactions of  crowds to 
the question of  a gay soldier 
and to Rick Perry’s stalwart 
defense of  the death penalty 
at recent GOP debates were, 
while reprehensible, also 
excusable. He insisted that 
because of  the atmosphere 
of  debates and because the 
members of  the crowds 
“got caught up in the 
moment,” their actions were 
understandable. 

I would disagree; just 
because you happen to be 
part of  a crowd does not 
mean you are no longer 
responsible for your own 
actions.

Deibler asserts that being 
part of  a crowd absolves 
you of  a need to think for 
yourself  and allows you to 
“turn off  your brain for a 
while and just be excited 
about something.” This 
type of  thinking is not only 
incorrect but also danger-
ous. Although being part of  
a crowd, especially such an 
enthusiastic one like those at 
national political debates, is 
certainly exciting, it does not 
give you free reign to disre-
spect others or do whatever 
“the crowd” is doing. 

Every human being has a 
responsibility for his or her 
own actions and the conse-
quences of  those actions. 
Excusing people from their 
actions solely because they 
are part of  a crowd, as 

Deibler does in his article, is 
ridiculous. 

Sure, people may be less 
inhibited to shout mean 
or cruel things while part 
of  a crowd, but that does 
not mean they don’t hold, 
at least to some significant 
degree, those views. You can 
even take this idea a step 
further: Let’s assume that 
Deibler’s argument is correct 
insofar as the people who 
shouted disrespectful things 
at the recent Republican 
debates do not hold the 
views that were espoused. 
They still cheered for Rick 
Perry’s unabashed defense 
of  the death penalty and 
the killing of  potentially 
innocent people. They still 
booed a member of  the 
armed forces for his sexual 
orientation. That is not okay. 
Even if  there wasn’t spiteful 
or misguided intent behind 
their words, the crowd mem-
bers still uttered them. 

If  Americans feel it is 
acceptable to openly shout 
down those whose views 
do not match up with their 
own, then we have a serious 
problem. When politicians, 
on both sides of  the aisle, sit 
idly by while their constitu-
ents and supporters show 
absolutely zero respect for 
those they disagree with, 
there is something funda-
mentally wrong with this 
country and our electoral 
process. If  we no longer 
respect those with whom we 
disagree, then there can no 
longer be any sort of  debate 
or discussion about the 
future of  our country. 

When we can boo 

someone at a political debate 
solely because of  his or her 
sexual orientation, it shows 
that it no longer matters 
what that person has to say; 
it only matters that they 
believe in something we 
don’t. 

This fundamentally 
changes the nature of  the 
debate itself. It is no longer 
a discussion about what 
is best for America; it is a 
battle of  you versus me. We, 
as the American people, 
cannot let this happen. 
Democracy works in this 
country because everyone 
understands that above all 
of  the partisan bickering, 
we are still all Americans. 
We all love this country and 
what it stands for. When 
the conversation is no 
longer about improving our 
country, something has gone 
terribly wrong.

We as a people need 
to consciously decide to 
not to get caught up in the 
crowd. As students here 
at Washington University, 
we need to think critically 
about our actions. We 
cannot let ourselves or the 
politicians we choose to 
support get away with this 
sort of  fear-mongering and 
hate-spreading any longer. 
We need to stop fear and 
ignorance from capitalizing 
on the debate and reclaim 
the discussion about the 
future of  this country.

Not since the quote “Let 
them eat cake” was misat-
tributed to Marie Antoinette 
have baked goods caused so 
much controversy. 

At a recent conference, 
the Department of  Justice 
apparently spent $16 
apiece on muffins. First, I 
wondered how it would be 
possible to make a muffin 
worth $16 in the first place. I 
decided they contained gold 
nuggets and were probably 
blessed by the Pope. My sec-
ond reaction: “Crap, maybe 
those Tea Party people aren’t 
completely full of  it.”

I’m willing to bet that a lot 
of  other people had the same 
reaction. The muffin story 
is compelling, if  seemingly 
sensationalistic. It’s a fitting 
anecdote of  government 
waste in a time of  economic 
downturn. Unfortunately, 
like the Marie Antoinette 
story, Muffingate is not what 
it seems. It turns out the 
Hilton hotel in which the 
conference was held listed 
the continental breakfast 
in their books simply as 
“muffins” rather than doing 
a thorough itemization. 
Fortunately, unlike Marie 
Antoinette, no one has yet 
been beheaded because of  
false accusations of  muffin 
extravagance. 

The story’s popularity has 
obvious roots. We are com-
ing out of  a recession and 
people are dissatisfied with 
the government. In particu-
lar, the muffin story appears 
to validate the stance of  the 

Tea Party movement and 
conservatives generally (i.e. 
The government is wasting 
a lot of  money and we need 
to cut spending.) The story 
needn’t be associated with 
a particular ideology to be 
convincing, though. 

According to a recent 
CNN poll, trust in the 
government is at an all-time 
low; “Only 15 percent of  
Americans say they trust the 
government in Washington 
to do what’s right just about 
always or most of  the time.” 

Unfortunately, despite 
the fact that the story has 
been refuted, the myth will 
probably continue to be 
propagated. Major news 
networks, including CBS 
and Fox News , reported the 
story. Hilton issued a clarifi-
cation on Sept. 23. Heavily 
critical reporting continued 
for days after. 

Apart from the relative sil-
liness of  the story, shouldn’t 
there be reporting standards 
that would prevent it from 
being spread? According 
to the Huffington Post, 
between Sept. 20 and Sept. 
28, there were 178 stories 
found in a Lexis Nexis 
search that were either criti-
cal of  Muffingate or simply 
didn’t mention Hilton’s 
clarification; 37 reported the 
story accurately. 

Someone simply mis-
reported a story, and it 
spread like glitter at a Ke$ha 
concert. Once something 
is said, it can’t be unsaid. 
Truism, yes, but the conse-
quences can be far-reaching. 
Politicians, too, are responsi-
ble for propagating brainless 

“facts.” Michele Bachmann 
said that there might be a 
connection between the 
HPV vaccine and mental 
retardation. Even though 
multiple medical associa-
tions have come out refuting 
her claim, there will be a few 
people whose impression of  
Gardasil, a safe and effective 
vaccine, will be forever mud-
died by her remarks. In the 
same way, Muffingate will 
probably never die out. 

   We should all be care-
ful consumers of  news, no 

matter what station or news-
paper reports it. It’s easy for 
me to roll my eyes when Fox 
News reports something that 
I think is straight-up conser-
vative propaganda. 

I’m biased. Everyone is. 
However, I, like most people, 
tend to think of  politics 
in broad strokes. I’m less 
critical of  Barack Obama 
because I am a Democrat. 
Everyone, no matter how 
logical, interprets news and 
political events to fit his or 
her particular narrative of  

the overall story. In this case, 
Muffingate fit the narrative 
of  recession-era anger at 
government waste. Whether 
or not there is actual waste 
going on is a different issue. 
The story spread so quickly 
because it fit so well into 
this narrative and confirmed 
what a lot of  Americans 
already believe: There is 
something fundamentally 
wrong with the government 
and how our money is being 
spent. 

Muffingate is a relatively 

harmless story, but when 
we’re on the receiving 
end of  news and political 
speeches, we implicitly trust 
news networks and politi-
cians. It’s disturbing to be 
reminded that our sources of  
information are not always 
completely reliable.

ALEX BERNSTEIN
STAFF COLUMNIST

SCOTT HABER
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RE: Dangerous rhetoric about a safe drug
“The gardadil vaccine is neither 
proven to be safe or effective. 
Furthermore, there are over 
100 strains of virus that can 
lead to cervical cancer. This 
vaccine supposably protects 
against only two. Shame on 
the uneducated idiot who 
wrote this and obviously has 

no clue about cdc’s conflict of 
interest in regards to Big Phar-
ma and board members. This 
vaccine is killing and maiming 
hundreds of young girls. It has 
been reported world wide. Get 
your head out of the sand and 
wake up!”
 - Liz

“Actually, Liz, out of one hun-
dred and fifty variants of the 
virus thus far known to the 
scientific community there are 
only eighteen strains of the 
virus linked to cervical cancer. 
Of those, only four are classi-
fied as “high risk” carcinogens. 
Of the four, two are covered in 

the vaccine (types 16 and 18, 
specifically).”
- Jacob P. Marley

“dedicated pettifogging. no 
mas” 
- spire

studlife.com



For those who didn’t 
grow up in a large city, it’s 
completely understand-
able not to have heard of  
Korean food served in 
a tortilla. But St. Louis 
native David Choi is trying 
to change that, one taco at 
a time.

Choi and his business 
partner Andy Heck are 
the owners of  the Seoul 
Taco food truck, which 
serves traditional Korean 
food with a Mexican twist. 
The truck serves tradi-
tional Korean food, such 
as bulgogi (literally, “fire 
meat”) and spicy pork, on a 
taco or inside a quesadilla. 
Seoul Taco is only in its 
third month and makes a 
weekly stop at Wash. U. on 
Thursdays.

Choi, a self-described 
“foodie”, first encountered 
Korean tacos while travel-
ing through the country.

“Everyone was telling 
me about these Korean 
tacos. I tried it at one of  
these trucks, and then I 
tried it in Chicago at a 
brick-and-mortar store up 
there called Del Seoul. I 
said, ‘I could do this too, 
and St. Louis should have 
one of  these.’ I looked into 
it a little more and it was 
definitely attainable,” Choi 

said.
Growing up as a Korean-

American, Choi had a lot 
of  experience with Korean 
barbecue. But the idea of  
Korean tacos was com-
pletely foreign to his family. 
It wasn’t until they tried 
his tacos that they came 
around to the idea.

“My family, at first they 
were like, ‘What are you, 
crazy?’” Choi said. “They 
are traditional Koreans, 
but they opened up to the 
idea and they tried the 
food. When I cooked it for 
them, they loved it too and 
getting that blessing from 
them was a huge step.”

Since starting Seoul 
Taco, Choi has found an 
ever-increasing audience 
even though he doesn’t 
advertise in the traditional 
sense. Seoul Taco has uti-
lized social networks such 
as Facebook and Twitter to 
report its weekly locations. 

“Facebook and Twitter 
are a huge deal. We don’t 
have to pay for advertis-
ing,” Choi said. “We 
wouldn’t be where we are 
without it.”

In addition, Seoul Taco 
tries to maintain some set 
locations throughout the 
week so that people know 
where they can get Korean 
tacos without having to 
check Facebook or Twitter. 
This coming Thursday, the 

truck will be at the Catholic 
Student Center from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Seoul 
Taco will alternate every 
week between the Catholic 
Student Center and the 
Unity Christ Church 
(at Skinker and Forsyth 
Boulevards).

I arrived at Seoul Taco 
around 1 p.m. The busy 
lunch hour seemed to have 
passed already, although 
there was still a steady 
stream of  customers 
putting in the last orders 
of  the day. I ordered the 
bulgogi taco and spicy pork 
quesadilla. 

The bulgogi was a tender 
steak that was very well 
marinated, with the flavor 
seeping into every bit of  
the meat. This is prob-
ably due to the overnight 
marinating process, as well 
as the 15 or 16 ingredients 
in the marinade itself. The 
primary flavor in the spicy 
pork quesadilla was the 
gochujang (a fermented red 
pepper paste common in 
Korean cuisine). This dish 
really captured the flavor 
of  the Korean-Mexican 
combination by mixing 
the gochujang-flavored 
pork with cheese and sour 
cream. 

For those looking to 
eat a little healthier, the 
spicy pork is probably not 
a wise choice. The meat is 

actually pork belly, which 
Choi describes as “Korean 
bacon.” It’s a fattier cut, 
but the taste is well worth 
the one-time indulgence. 

In addition to beef  and 
pork, the truck also has 
chicken tacos and quesadil-
las, as well as tofu tacos for 
vegetarians. Most recently, 
Seoul Taco added gogi 
bowls to its menu. To those 

more familiar with Korean 
food, the gogi bowls are 
basically a bibimbap. Choi 
suggests that everyone 
should try and get the gogi 
bowls if  they can, but he 
said that they tend to sell 
out by 12:30 p.m.

For now, Choi has been 
pleased with the number 
of  people who have taken 
a liking to Seoul Taco, and 

hopes that it’s a trend that 
continues.

“We’ve got a great 
response from everybody 
and it’s starting to grow 
every time we come back to 
Wash. U.,” he said. “We’ve 
been out on rainy days and 
still have solid days and 
that’s great to see.”
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Seoul Taco introduces Korean fusion to St. Louis

Write to Alan Liu at 
ALAN.LIU@STUDLIFE.COM

ALAN LIU
MANAGING EDITOR

GENEVIEVE HAY | STUDENT LIFE

Left: Pedestrians purchase food from the Seoul Taco food truck parked at the corner of Skinker and Forsyth 
Boulevards Thursday afternoon., Top right: A student displays two beef tacos from Seoul Taco on Thursday.

As Isabel Acevedo stood 
before the Washington 
University campus, one 
thing struck her—the trees. 
Despite the fact that it was 
April, the trees loomed 
naked over her. Bare, 
exposed and vulnerable 
without their familiar leaves 
to protect them.

“I was a little scared,” she 
said, now from the comfort 
of  her desk in the Central 
West End. “I’m from 
Puerto Rico [and] seeing…
the trees—they still didn’t 
have any leaves—and I had 
never seen how that looked 
before.” 

That moment stand-
ing before Brookings was 
the end of  a journey of  
almost 2,000 miles, leaving 
behind the known to enter 
boldly into the unclothed 
forest of  the unknown. “I 
really didn’t know where 
Wash. U. was, where St. 
Louis was,” she said. “[My 
mother] motivated me to 
apply to Wash. U. because 
of  the Annika Rodriguez 
scholarship.”

Her host that weekend, 
Elizabeth “SiSi” Beltran, 
was already a Rodriguez 

scholar, selected as one of  
the first business school 
recipients. More impor-
tantly though, she was 
president of  the Association 
of  Latin American Students 
(ALAS). During the next 
two days, she showed 
Acevedo the strength 
of  the Wash. U. Latino 
community, topping off  
the weekend with a trip 
to Carnaval, the now-
annual showcase of  Latin 
American culture.

Acevedo still remembers 
it well: “That year [2002], 
Carnaval was in the Quad…
it was just a medley [of  dif-
ferent acts].

“The experiences I had 
that week with SiSi as a 
member of  ALAS, with 
the other members of  the 
Latino community, made 
me come here.”

Though serendipitous for 
Acevedo, ALAS’s presence 
on campus is far from it. 
ALAS exists as the result 
of  hard work from count-
less generations of  students, 
all done to increase the 
Hispanic community at 
Wash. U. 

This past weekend, 
ALAS celebrated 20 years 
of  Hispanic fellowship at 
Wash. U. Friday night.  

ALAS welcomed back 
its former members with 
a reception in the DUC 
Formal Lounge. Saturday 
morning, current students, 
alumni, Top Care employ-
ees and Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton gathered for 
soccer games and barbeque 
at Amistad. Later that eve-
ning, ALAS hosted its 20th 
anniversary gala at the 560 
Music Center with guest 
speakers, Nicaraguan food, 
a salsa performance by 
WUSauce and music from 
Mariachi Cuicacalli. More 
than 60 people, including 15 
alumni, attended the gala. 
Sunday morning, ALAS 
saw off  its visiting alumni 
with a farewell brunch.

In the coming month, 
ALAS will host El 
Mercado, an open-air mar-
ket, during Parent & Family 
Weekend. SU Treasury also 
recently approved funds 
to bring Sofia Vergara, of  
“Modern Family” fame, to 
campus in the spring.

But ALAS hasn’t 
always been the thriving 
60-members-strong group 
it is today.  Until about 
2000, no one is sure exactly 
what happened to ALAS.  
What they do know is that 
ALAS was founded in the 
fall of  1991, and Annika 
Rodriguez was one of  its 
founding members, later 
its president. In 1993-94 a 
man named Ernesto served 
as president, and he wrote 
letters to the University 

stressing the importance 
of  having Hispanics on 
campus. “A lot of  what he 
[wrote],” Beltran said, “kind 
of  planted the seed of  what 
the Rodriguez scholarship 
would become.”

Five years later, the 
University created the 
Annika Rodriguez Scholars 
Program to honor a woman 
crucial to the development 
of  the Hispanic community. 

“We wanted to have 
more Latino students,” 
Edward S. Macias, provost 
and executive vice chancel-
lor of  academic affairs, 
explained. “We wanted to 
have a scholarship to help 
us attract [Latino] students. 
But we also wanted students 
who cared about Hispanic 
culture, whether they them-
selves are Latino or not.”

By 2002, when ALAS 
hosted its first Carnaval, 
the group had entered 
into a renaissance. “The 
kind of  leadership that 
the Rodriguez program 
brought…the cohesion…
[helped] bring this larger 
group [ALAS] together,” 
Macias said.

Under Beltran’s lead, the 
group began actively recruit-
ing: “Our strategy was if  we 
made the freshman believe 
ALAS was big, it would 
be big,” Beltran said. “We 
had our ‘Somos ALAS’ 
t-shirts.  We were present 
at orientation activities. We 
put welcome signs on every 
Latino freshman’s door, so 

to them it [ALAS] was a big 
deal.”

That was in 2001. Now, 
10 years later, the enroll-
ment of  Hispanic students 
has roughly quadrupled. In 
the last two years alone, the 
population of  Latino stu-
dents at Wash. U. has risen 
from 2 percent to just under 
4 percent.

But the numbers aren’t 
all that’s important. What’s 
more important is the 
community.

Acevedo, a 2006 gradu-
ate, said, “The biggest 
legacy in my life [from 
ALAS] has been the friend-
ships…the ALAS group is 
really my family. We see 
each other a few times a 
year. We’ve all been getting 
married. We go to each 
other’s weddings, and it’s 
like a big ALAS formal at 
the wedding.”

For the current gen-
eration of  ALAS students, 
these connections remain. 
For some members, ALAS 
provides a place to connect 
with an already existing 
identity. For others, ALAS 
is where they discover their 
cultural roots or explore 
Hispanic culture for the first 
time. It acts as a home away 
from home, a family for 
students where commonali-
ties abound.

Sophomore Andrea 
Bennett joked, “[ALAS is 
where] I could complain 
about not having pasteli-
tos to eat, and everyone 

understood the pain I was 
in.”

The 20th Anniversary 
Gala on Saturday was 
part formal, part family 
reunion. Three generations 
of  Maciases encircled one 
table. ALAS advisor and 
director of  the Annika 
Rodriguez Scholar Program 
Julia Macias Garcia and 
her father, Provost Macias, 
watched her two energetic 
children hop around chairs. 
But throughout the hall 
another family was gather-
ing, one 20 years in the 
making. Old friends recon-
nected and shared stories 
of  the changes in their 
lives. New friends snapped 
pictures of  each other with 
disposable cameras. Friends 
who couldn’t be present 
themselves emailed videos 
recalling their fondest 
ALAS memories.

It’s this family that has 
made all the difference for 
Isabel Acevedo. 

“From not knowing 
where St. Louis was on the 
map to falling in love with 
the place and staying here 
for 10 years, [the ALAS 
community] really made me 
come [to Wash. U.],” she 
said. “When I got here, of  
course, ALAS was really a 
part of  my life…Without 
ALAS, I think, no, I know 
my life would be a lot 
different.”

JOHN SCHMIDT
SCENE REPORTER

Write to John Schmidt at 
JOHN.SCHMIDT
@STUDLIFE.COM

ALAS celebrates 20 years of fostering Hispanic community

Catch Seoul Taco this 
Thursday at the Catholic 
Student Center from 11 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 Follow it online at
facebook.com/SeoulTaco 

or
twitter.com/SeoulTaco.
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cadenza

It’s October, which means that 
most of  the new shows from this 
pilot season have premiered, 
some of  them with extremely 
good numbers. There haven’t 
been as many early or memorable 
cancellations as usual. Could we 
be looking at a repeat of  2004, 
when such gems as “Lost,” 
Grey’s Anatomy,” Desperate 
Housewives,” “House” and “The 
Office” premiered? Or are there 
just a bunch of  stinkers with 
“Two and a Half  Men”-type rat-
ings? Cadenza’s staff  investigates. 
 
New Girl

“New Girl,” Zooey Deschanel’s 
current outlet for adorableness, 
is a ratings darling and a fall 
frontrunner, having just secured a 
full-season order—but how long 
will the magic last? “New Girl” 
follows the antics of  the eccentric 
Jess (Deschanel), who, after catch-
ing her boyfriend cheating, moves 
in with three guys. Deschanel’s 
endearing magnetism is the true 
attraction; without her, this would 
be just another sitcom about 
sex and awkward relationships. 
Right now, as Entertainment 
Weekly reports, the show’s ratings 
are admirable, as “New Girl” 
retained 92 percent of  its audi-
ence into the second episode. But, 
in my opinion, this show won’t 
score an additional season unless 
it expands its appeal beyond 
Deschanel’s lovable Jess. The 
male roommates function as a 
unit, rather than individuals, and 
while their constant support for 
Jess is sweet, there can only be so 
many plotlines that involve them 
coming to her rescue by singing or 
wearing silly hats. “New Girl” has 
moments of  cleverness and char-
acter complexity that shine even 
when Deschanel isn’t front and 
center. (For example, in the Sept. 
27 episode, one of  the guys had a 
workout mix that included “Save 
the Best for Last.”) For the show 
to continue, it will have to equally 

balance these moments against 
the charisma of  its star.
 –Jordan Weiner 
 
Ringer

For a cult audience, this show 
seems to have it all. It has a rich 
mythology that involves identical 
twins—the first sister, a recover-
ing drug addict, poses as her rich 
sister when the socialite goes 
missing. It stars former vampire 
slayer Sarah Michelle Gellar, and 
it even has a “Lost” cast member, 
Nestor Carbonell, thrown into 
the mix. It had a strong debut 
with 2.7 million watching the 
premiere (well, strong for the CW, 
anyway), but it unfortunately 
lost 18 percent of  its audience on 
its second episode. We probably 
shouldn’t put the show on the 
bubble just yet, though—the CW 
tends to give its shows time to 
find an audience, and “Ringer” is 
strong enough for now. Hopefully 
the plot gets more engaging, 
though—it’s hard to care about 
Bridget as Siobhan when we don’t 
actually know anything about 
Siobhan, and I really want to find 
out about her relationship with 
the dashing Henry. Hopefully the 
pregnancy storyline should stir 
things up a bit. Still, I’m going to 
keep watching, at least until eye 
candy Jason Dohring (“Veronica 
Mars”) shows up on my screen. 
–Andie Hutner 
 
Revenge 

I’ll be the first to say that as 
much as I’m rooting for it, I 
don’t have too much hope for the 

future of  “Revenge.” The show’s 
biggest mistake was starting 
with a murder five months in the 
future, followed by a flashback 
to the beginning of  that summer 
in the Hamptons. This basically 
gives the show a single season 
schedule that spans five months, 
and we already know the out-
come. Don’t get me wrong, this 
could lead into another season in 
which maybe Daniel (the alleged 
murder victim) didn’t really die, 
or we fast forward to the follow-
ing summer during which Emily 
(Emily VanCamp) is still in the 
Hamptons. But even with those 
options, it’s the fact that ABC 
started with a 5-month timeline 
that scares me. They seem to have 
little hope. With so many other 
new shows this season on ABC, 
let alone on TV in general, I have 
only an ounce of  faith in the suc-
cess of  “Revenge.” But hopefully 
it will be the little show that could 
and prove us all wrong. 
–Alieza Schvimer 
 
X Factor

Simon Cowell’s new British 
import “X Factor” seems to 
be making quite the mark on 
Wednesday- and Thursday-night 
TV. The show’s debut had smaller 
numbers than the most recent sea-
son premiere of  “American Idol,” 
but a whopping 12.5 million isn’t 
exactly bad. The show found 
some memorable auditioners in 
its first few outings, like Ohio 
burrito-slinger Josh Krajcik and 
12-year-old Rachel Crow. Moving 
this week to Boot Camp—“X 
Factor”’s combination of  “Idol” 

Hollywood week and Vegas week 
from “So You Think You Can 
Dance”—“X Factor” has the 
chance to show its originality and 
grow its audience even more. This 
one’s definitely a winner. 
–Andie Hutner  
 
Person of Interest

I was really excited for “Person 
of  Interest.” With a stellar team 
involved both behind the camera 
(Jonathan Nolan and J.J. Abrams) 
and in front of  it (Michael 
Emerson and Jim Caviezel), it 
had to be good. Plus, the concept 
was superb—a mysterious, rich 
man owns a supercomputer that 
can predict crimes before they 
happen, and a Jason Bourne-
esque lead tries to stop the crimes 
from occurring. Unfortunately, it 
happens to be on CBS, America’s 
#1 network—in procedurals. And 
the lead, former movie star Jim 
Caviezel, was just boring. Maybe 
it’s an acting decision, but I do 
not want to see him on my screen. 
However, Michael Emerson is 
awesome, and therefore this show 
can never be canceled. At least, I 
hope not. Keep this man on TV, 
studio powers. Maybe cast him 
on “Mad Men” or “Breaking 
Bad” or something worthy of  
his talent. This police procedural 
is not worth his time—or Oscar 
nominee Taraji P. Henson’s time, 
either. The show has enough 
potential to keep it going for a 
while and was the second-highest 
new drama debut. Hopefully it 
will become the show its talent 
deserves. 
–Georgie Morvis

Rap and hip-hop have always 
been divided along gender and race 
lines. African-American men have 
been deemed “rappers,” while other 
artists need a qualifier. Nicki Minaj 
is a “female” rapper, while Eminem 
is a “white” one. Now, one of the 
most controversial artists to debut in 
hip-hop this year, Bay Area Internet 
sensation Kreayshawn, bears both 
of those titles.

This summer, Kreayshawn 
splashed onto the hip-hop scene 
with her viral hit “Gucci Gucci.” 
Though not the most lyrically 
inventive song, “Gucci Gucci” 
and its accompanying video were 
catchy, stylish and different. At least 
the song was unique enough to 
amass more than 19 million views 
on YouTube and drive Columbia 
Records to quickly sign her.

Even so, her success has often 
been charged with “exploiting black 
culture” and is more often than not 
attributed to her race. 

These claims are nothing new, as 
Eminem faced the same opposition 
when he debuted. Unfortunately 
for Kreayshawn, her detractors 
don’t seem like they will be going 
away any time soon. Eminem had 
the fortune of being able to both 
authenticate his origins and prove 
his lyrical skills. Kreayshawn has 
had no such luck. While she claims 
to be from “the hood,” her credibil-
ity has been doubted many times. 

That said, the claim that she’s 
only famous because she’s white 
is absurd. Maybe I’ve been living 
under a rock, but I haven’t seen 
many rappers do what she does. 
Even if  she lacks lyrical prowess, 
Kreayshawn crafted a catchy, fun 
song, which is what hip-hop is all 
about these days. “Gucci Gucci” 
isn’t meant to “exploit black cul-
ture,” but to entertain with its catchy 
hook and stylized video.

Interestingly enough, other white 
rappers rising in popularity this 
year haven’t faced the same stigma. 
Yelawolf and Mac Miller both have 
albums coming out this fall, and 

very little controversy follows them.
Mac Miller, however, has fallen 

into another trap of the white rap-
per: being compared to Eminem. 
Since Eminem is the only white 
rapper with a prolonged career, 
he serves as the archetype against 
which every other white rapper is 
compared. After Miller’s viral hit 
“Donald Trump” hit 20 million 
views on YouTube, Donald Trump 
recorded a video praising him and 
calling him the “next Eminem.” 
This caused a flurry of activity on 
the Internet because, as anyone who 
has listened to Mac would know, he 
is nothing like Eminem. Just the fact 
that he is white invites comparisons 
to the legend, even though their 
styles are completely different.

Today, it’s impossible for a 
white rapper to debut without that 
qualifier attached to his or her title. 
While Eminem seems to have 
lost the stigma, new artists cannot 
escape the label. When will this 
racial divide end?

Write to Alex Terrono at 
ALEX.TERRONO@STUDLIFE.COM

ALEX TERRONO
CADENZA REPORTER

CADENZA STAFF

KAYLA HOLLENBAUGH 
CADENZA REPORTER

Will the racial divide in hip-hop end?

The 
Cadenza 
verdict on 
the new TV 
season 

‘American 
Horror Story’

when Wednesday, 9 p.m.

channel FX

TV PREVIEW

It has been hailed as one of  
the scariest shows ever produced 
for television and branded a 
“psychosexual thriller” by its 
creators. From its imaginative 
title and suitably creepy open-
ing credits—chock-full of  classic 
horror story clichés like non-
descript forms floating in jars, 
old-timey Victorian portraits and 
vaguely unsettling music—FX’s 
new show “American Horror 
Story” makes no bones about 
its purpose: unabashed, scream-
inducing, hair-raising horror. 
It’s being marketed as a spine-
chilling, old-style horror movie 
in TV format, with promises of  
murder, monsters and everything 
in between.

The story follows the Harmon 
family as they pack up their 
life in Boston and move to Los 
Angeles to escape a troubled 
past and the memories of  father 
Ben’s (Dylan McDermott) 
infidelity and his wife Vivien’s 
(Emmy-nominated Connie 
Britton in her first role since 
her appearance in the criti-
cally acclaimed “Friday Night 
Lights”) miscarriage. Taissa 
Farmiga rounds out the fam-
ily as the sullen and sarcastic 
daughter, Violet. They buy an 
old decrepit Victorian mansion 
that is—you guessed it—thought 
to be haunted. The realtor even 
discloses that the previous resi-
dents died in a murder-suicide. 
Jessica Lange joins the show in 
her first regular TV role as the 
nosy, vaguely unnerving neigh-
bor, Constance. What’s more, 
her daughter predicts Constance 
is “going to die in there,” in that 
spooky, creepy child manner 
typical of  every scary movie. 
But still, this doesn’t deter the 
Harmons from moving into the 
house. In case that’s not enough, 
there’s the eerie old maid who 
works at the house, played by 
Frances Conroy of  “Six Feet 
Under” fame. There should be a 
checklist for all the scary movie 
clichés we’ve gone through 
already.

Written by “Glee” co-creators 
Ryan Murphy and Brad Falchuk, 
it’s safe to say that “American 
Horror Story” is about as far 
away as possible from the 
all-singing, all-dancing squeaky-
clean network television comedy 
musical. However, it does seem 
to have the same dark, perverse 
twist as their previous television 
series, “Nip/Tuck,” and it’s sure 
to have the same fast-paced, go-
big-or-go-home style.

This show will not be for 
everybody and will probably not 
be for those looking for a new 
take on the “haunted house” 
genre. For fans of  the horror 
genre, however, or even those 
who just want a chance to see 
Britton and relieve some of  the 
pain from the demise of  “Friday 
Night Lights,” “American 
Horror Story” is a must-watch. 
Even if  you just love the adrena-
line thrill of  scary movies, it 
should be worth tuning into the 
premiere this Wednesday, Oct. 5, 
at 9 p.m. However, the question 
remains: Will there be anything 
behind the hype and typical hor-
ror story clichés to hold viewer 
interest through the series?

Write to Kayla Hollenbaugh at 
KAYLA.HOLLENBAUGH
@STUDLIFE.COM

LENNY GILMORE | REDEYE | MCT

Eminem performs at Lollapalooza 
Sunday, August 7, 2011 in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Jess (Zooey Deschanel, right) asks Cece (Hannah Simone, left) for advice during the show New Girl on FOX. 

GREG GAYNE | FOX
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sports

In their first major meet of the 
season, the Washington University 
men’s and women’s cross country 
teams edged several Division I and 
II competitors. 

The fourth-ranked men’s team fin-
ished 14th out of 29 at the Greater 
Louisville Classic on Saturday, Oct. 
1, while the No. 2 women’s team 
took 13th out of 30.

Seniors Liz Phillips (17:52.48) 
and Erica Jackey (17:54.58) led 
the Bears past big-name schools 
such as the University of Kentucky, 
Marquette University and the 
University of Louisville in the 
women’s 5K. Jackey shattered her 
personal record in the 5K by nearly 
a minute, set at last year’s Louisville 
meet, and ran her best mile-split 

time of the season.
“This is probably one of the best 

Louisville meets we’ve ever had 
as far as overall how many people 
ran well or set personal records,” 
Phillips said.

Head coach Jeff  Stiles believes 
Jackey is capable of consistently 
performing at the level she did on 
Saturday.

“There’s no such thing as a 
fluke,” Stiles said. “That was a big 
breakthrough, no doubt about it. 
That was probably the highlight on 
the women’s side.”

The men’s team defeated the 
University of Alabama and the 
University of Mississippi, among 
others. Three of the top five Wash. 
U. runners cut at least 28 seconds 
from their 8K times at last week’s 
Wheaton College Invitational, 
including leading runner Michael 

Burnstein (24:44.13), who was 
nearly 40 seconds faster.

“You just run fast [on this course] 
because there are no hills and there’s 
just a fast surface,” said Burnstein, a 
senior. “But also there’s a lot more 
competition this week because last 
week … was a really small, low-key 
meet, and it was all Division III, 
whereas this week, there were some 
of the top Division I programs in 
the country and just a lot more peo-
ple pushing the pace.”

Returning to his hometown of  
Louisville, junior David Hamm 
(25:00.41) posted the second best 
time of his career in his first meet 
of the season. Hamm started racing 
later in the season so his body will 
not wear down before postseason 
meets.

“I pretty much ran as well as I 
could have hoped,” Hamm said.

Freshmen Ryan Senci (25:31.07) 
and Garrett Patrick (25:33.65) 
dropped 28 seconds and 33 seconds 
from their Wheaton times, respec-
tively, to place third and fourth 
for the Bears. Sophomore Elliott 
Petterson (25:45.79), the fifth man, 
cut 15 seconds. 

Senior Tucker Hartley, who is 
usually the Bears’ second runner, 
was sick and did not race.

Senior Molly Wawrzyniak 
(18:03.21), sophomore Sarah 
Fisher (18:25.71) and senior Jessica 
Londeree (18:44.74) rounded out 
the women’s team top five. 

Freshman Lucy Cheadle missed 
her second consecutive race with a 
calf  injury. 

It was the first 5K of the year for 
most of the women’s top runners, 
who did not race at the Southern 
Illinois University-Edwardsville 

meet two weeks ago. Upcoming 
meets will be 6K courses.

The men’s and women’s teams 
both sent out their top ten runners 
for the “A” race and their next ten 
for the “B” race. Some men’s run-
ners competed in a “C” race.

Overall, Stiles was pleased with 
his squads’ performances. 

“We had some kids perform 
great, some kids perform pretty 
well, some kids that were a little dis-
appointed,” Stiles said. “It’s a hard 
time every year—it just seems like 
kids are pretty tired about this time 
with school and whatnot.”

The Bears have an off week before 
the Brooks Oshkosh Invitational 
on Saturday, Oct. 15, when Stiles 
expects Cheadle to return to action.

ALEX LEICHENGER
SPORTS REPORTER

Cross country teams finish in middle of pack in Louisville

Write to Alex Leichenger at 
ALEX.LEICHENGER@STUDLIFE.COM
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 3, 2011

ACROSS
1 Dollar bill weight,

roughly
5 Dey job?

10 __ Stream
14 San __
15 Silly
16 Adidas alternative
17 From the top
18 Blanche __,

pseudonymous
author of the
1983 best-seller
“Truly Tasteless
Jokes”

19 “No ice, please”
20 questions
23 Terhune collie
24 Annual sign of

bad behavior?
25 “Alice” singer

Lavigne
28 Orator’s vocal

quality
33 Sacramento daily
34 Sched. B item on

a 1040
35 High point of an

Alaskan trip?
36 hours
40 Seven-time N.L.

batting champ
41 Storm dir.
42 They lead to an F
43 Six-pack abs?
45 Seat of

Colorado’s Pitkin
County

47 TriBeCa neighbor
48 Blueprint subject,

perhaps
49 ers
57 Frankfurt’s river
58 Phils, e.g.
59 Deception
60 ’70s pinup name
61 Beneficiary
62 Its state bird is

the cardinal
63 2-Down unit
64 Fixes
65 Place to cross, on

signs

DOWN
1 Seles rival
2 Eye care brand

3 Flock response
4 “The Jungle

Book” boy
5 Dug, so to speak
6 Heart lead singer

Wilson et al.
7 Where kip are

spent
8 Silliness
9 Party pooper

10 Underworld
11 Where the iris is
12 Neeson who

voiced Aslan in
the “Narnia”
movies

13 You may have a
brush with it

21 It merged with
Continental in
2010: Abbr.

22 Swindler, in slang
25 Trinity test subject
26 Locale
27 Maker of pieces?
28 Genetic letters
29 One of the

convicted
Rosenberg spies

30 Image Awards
org.

31 1930s public
enemy

32 NFL Network
sportscaster Rich

34 Devil’s tools,
metaphorically

37 Touchdown site
38 Big shot
39 More than zero
44 Walk bouncily
45 Modeled after
46 Sneaky devil

48 “It’s nobody __
business”

49 Go out
50 Nose wrinkler
51 Sommelier’s

prefix
52 Singer Horne
53 Hunted
54 Pre-coll. catchall
55 Shower in

public?
56 Urban miasma
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Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 
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University Athletic Association 
play began on a high note for the No. 
2 Washington University women’s 
volleyball team.

The Bears continued their record-
breaking start to the 2011 season, a 
perfect 17-0, by sweeping the first 
three teams on their UAA schedule 
at the Wash. U. Field House this past 
weekend.

With three 3-0 wins—wins that 
the team refers to as “bagels”—
over Carnegie Mellon University, 
Brandeis University and New York 
University, the Bears have won 51 
straight sets to open their season, also 
a school record.

“No matter who we play, we 
always have the goal of going 3-0. 
For the season, that’s just been our 
goal, of bageling the other teams. 
Just starting with great intensity, 
bringing our A game, and finishing 
strong,” senior Tricia Brandt said.

NYU, which handed Wash. U. its 
first loss in 2010, put together runs 
in the early going in the first and sec-
ond sets on Sunday, but the Red and 
Green held its ground before pulling 
away in both sets. The team t the 
third set with ease.

“It’s gratifying to finish everything 
3-0, but we’re still very concerned 
about the runs that some teams 
get, when they score three or four 
points in a row,” head coach Rich 
Luenemann said. “When you get in 
one of those funks, you want to be 

able to get out of it real fast.”
The team’s hitting improved 

throughout the match, going from 
a .179 hitting percentage in the first 
set to .290 and .391 in the second and 
third, respectively.

For the second straight weekend 
of competition, senior Lauren Budde 
reached a significant career mile-
stone. In the third set of the match 
against NYU, Budde recorded her 
1,000th career dig, two weeks after 
recording her 1,000th career kill. 
Budde, who tallied a match-high 14 
kills against NYU, became the eighth 
player in school history to reach both 
marks.

“It’s great to be recognized to be 
a part of that list,” Budde said. “It’s 
a great recognition, but again, I 
couldn’t have done it without any of  
my teammates’ help.”

On Saturday, the Bears picked up 
two more wins. Budde was again the 
team’s top performer up front and in 
back, with a team-high 17 digs and 
15 kills. Sophomore Kaia Schwartz 
had one solo block and two block 
assists to go with seven kills, and 
junior Marilee Fisher had 36 assists 
in the match’s three sets.

The team hit .340 in the match, its 
highest mark of the weekend.

In the late game on Saturday, 
the Red and Green kept Brandeis 
University from getting much going, 
despite many of the team’s regulars 
not playing after the first set. Budde 
again led the team with 18 kills, but 
sophomore Megan Odenthal had 21 
assists and Tanya Marvi picked up 18 

kills in only two sets.
Despite what appeared to be easy 

victories, members of the team said 
that the UAA opponents brought a 
challenge to the table.

“We do kind of have a target on 
our back because between Emory 
and us, we’re kind of the top dogs 
in the conference,” Budde said. 
“Everybody always brings their best 
game against us, and since we have 
been doing well this season that just 
puts an even bigger target on our 
backs, and teams definitely brought 
their A game against us.”

Regardless of the challenge, the 
Bears continue approaching records 
for their play. With 51 straight set vic-
tories in a row, they are just six away 
from setting a Division III record, 
which was set by the University of  
Wisconsin-Whitewater in 2007. But 
even with their current successes, 
the Bears insist they will continue to 
improve.

“It’s really exciting, just knowing 
that we have the best start in school 
history. We know this team has a ton 
of potential,” Brandt said. “It’s excit-
ing, but it’s also holding us to a high 
responsibility to do the best with such 
a great squad.”

Wash. U. will be back in action 
on Friday as it faces Fontbonne 
University and Millikin University 
in the Washington University 
Invitational. Wash. U. and 
Fontbonne will square off at 5:15 
p.m.

KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Volleyball extends historic winning 
streak to 17 games, 51 sets

The Washington University 
swimming and diving teams 
opened their 2011-12 seasons on 
Friday night with losses to cross-
town rival Saint Louis University 
at Millstone Pool in the Athletic 
Complex.

The men’s team was outscored 
143-96, while the women’s team 
lost 152-87. The Bears chose to 
look at the positives that came out 
of the team’s first meet.

“We are only in the second week 
of the season. We started practice 
last Monday, so considering we’re 
only 11 days into practice, we 
posted some pretty solid times,” 
sophomore Chi Pham said. “The 
freshmen killed it. They were 
pumped, and it really showed.”

Freshman Luke Dobben was 
one of two first-year winners for 
the men’s side, as he took the 1,000-
yard freestyle. Dobben pulled away 
from senior Chris Valach after the 
fourth lap and cruised to a victory 
in 10:03.42.

“It certainly feels good to pick up 
a win,” Dobben said. “Winning the 
1,000 helped me to settle my nerves 
about starting collegiate swim-
ming, and I hope I will be able to 
keep a good attitude so that I can 
continue to improve as the season 
progresses.”

Freshman Zane Turpin gave 
two impressive performances in 
winning the 500-yard freestyle 
(4:49.96) and finishing second in 
the 100-yard butterfly (53.21), 0.1 
seconds ahead of junior Brendan 
Morin. Sophomore Jason Wan 
earned a win in the 100-yard 
backstroke.

The women’s team showed its 
strength in both relay events.

The 200-yard medley relay 
team of Pham, senior Catherine 
Rafferty-Millet, junior Meghan 

Powers and sophomore Allison 
Siegel put together a time of  
1:52.12, 0.44 seconds faster than 
the closest competitors. Siegel’s 
anchor leg was 1.05 seconds faster 
than that of SLU’s second place 
team.

“Our medley relay did really 
well, and it can only get faster from 
here, so that’s exciting,” Pham said.

The 200-yard freestyle relay team 
of freshman Jennifer Tartavull, 
sophomore Paige VanTassell, 
sophomore Katie Bush and junior 
Veronica Tse posted a time of  
1:42.75 to pick up the win. Three 
of the four legs swam the fastest 
times of their strokes, and the team 
won the event by 1.07 seconds 
overall.

“I was very impressed with our 
relay. It is sometimes difficult to 
get up and go fast at the end of a 
meet, but I thought we all stepped 
up and raced as hard as we could,” 
VanTassell said.

Tartavull also put together an 
impressive performance in the 100-
yard freestyle, as her time of 55.16 
came in 1.22 seconds faster than 
second-place Siegel.

“The freshmen did really well, 
and I’m very impressed and very 
excited about the potential of our 
team this year,” VanTassel said. “I 
believe our team will do very well. 
The freshmen are fitting in with 
the team very well, and I think all 
of  them will be able to contrib-
ute a lot. The upperclassmen all 
returned ready to get back in the 
pool and train, and it is already 
paying off. I think we will be able 
to do big things this year, and I’m 
very excited!”

The Bears will travel to 
Columbia, Mo., on Oct. 8 for the 
Show-Me Showdown, hosted by 
the University of Missouri.

SAHIL PATEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Swimming and diving 
opens season with loss

Write to Sahil Patel at 
SAHIL.PATEL@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Kurt Rohrbeck at 
KURT.ROHRBECK@STUDLIFE.COM

Sophomore forward Jeremy Kirkwood maneuvers past Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity’s defense during Sunday’s game on Francis Field. The Bears won 2-0. 

COLE BISHOP | STUDENT LIFE

READ ABOUT 
THE BEARS’ WIN 
OVER CARNEGIE 
MELLON AT 
STUDLIFE.COM
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