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Vice chancellor of public affairs 
retires after 31 years

Vice Chancellor of Public Affairs 
Fred Volkmann is retiring after 31 
years at Washington University.

During his time as vice chancel-
lor, Volkmann has worked to make 
the University nationally and inter-
nationally recognized as an elite 
institution of higher education.

 In honor of Volkmann’s 31 years 
of service, the University has named 
him Vice Chancellor Emeritus and 
established a scholarship in his and 
his wife’s names. 

When Volkmann first began 
work at the University, he says the 
general public did not recognize the 
Washington University name. 

In addition, he says that the 
public did not realize Washington 

EMILY SYBRANT
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Many students are still having dif-
ficulties accessing wireless Internet  
on campus, despite continued efforts 
by Student Technology Services to 
improve connectivity.

At a Student Union Senate meet-
ing Wednesday, students reported 
having difficulties with Wi-Fi in 
residence halls, Holmes Lounge, the 
DUC and the art and architecture 
schools.

But according to Barbara Braun, 
director of Student Technology 
Services, many of these issues are 
not related to STS—which, she says, 
made significant improvements over 
the summer.

“We have buildings that we’re 
doing improvements to…[because] 
students had complained quite a bit 
about the wireless,” Braun said. “We 
are still hearing from those we have 
yet to service.”

Addressing SU Senate regarding 
wireless improvements on campus, 
Braun noted that STS has targeted 
eight residential buildings in which 
the Internet accessibility needed to 
be improved.

Most of the buildings were made 
priorities following STS’s annual 
inspection of dorm routers over the 
summer. Other buildings, such as 
Hurd, were added to the list follow-
ing student complaints.

Improvements in Dardick, Lien 
and Hurd have been completed; 
work on Rutledge is set to begin next 
week with Park and Mudd to follow.

According to Braun, STS has not 
received complaints about Internet 
issues from students in the buildings 
that have been renovated.

While STS is continuing to receive 
complaints about Internet issues in 
other dorms and parts of campus, 
Braun said STS has to be selective in 
which areas it targets due to budget 
constraints.

Outside of SU, numerous students 
noted that connecting is consistently 
an issue, though they have few com-
plaints about wireless Internet speed.

“If I try to use WUFI-S, I can’t get 
the Internet to work,” freshman Alex 
Min said. “In my dorm room, I just 
use an Ethernet cable.”

Other students agreed that Internet 
connectivity is consistently spotty.

“It works sometimes, not other 

EMILY SYBRANT 
& MICHAEL TABB
NEWS STAFF

With permanent bike racks 
for Olin Library and McDonnell 
Hall coming in October, the focus 
of  attention concerning the new 
campus bike plan has shifted to 
the overpass bridge to the Loop. 

Plans for the overpass bridge 
have not gone smoothly thus far. 

The original bike plan called 
for the installation of  hinged 
gates along the bridge to prevent 
bikers from riding across. The 
bridge has several signs denoting 
a “dismount area” for bicycles, 
but Sarah Stanton, assistant proj-
ect manager for the Department 
of  Facilities Planning & 
Management, says that cyclists 
frequently ignored the signs.

The gates have been taken 
down due to the high volume of  
feedback that the Department 
of  Facilities Planning & 
Management received from 
members of  the Washington 
University community.

According to Stanton, the 
feedback was both positive and 
negative. Those who have pre-
viously voiced concerns about 
conflicts between cyclists and 
pedestrians on the bridge were 

glad to see that something was 
being done. 

Others noted that the gates 
were not successful in forcing bik-
ers to dismount as bikers often 
would just ride around the gates, 
which had to be installed a cer-
tain distance apart in order to 
comply with ADA regulations for 
wheelchair accessibility.  

Many bikers responded nega-
tively to the installation of  the 
gates.

“Some cyclists are concerned 
about us discouraging access 
to the campus, which is not the 
case,” Stanton said. “That’s why 
we’re working on an expansion to 
the bridge so we can accommo-
date both sides.”

This “expansion” refers to a 
future goal of  the bike plan to 
expand the overpass bridge in 
order to avoid conflicts between 
bikers and pedestrians. It will give 
each their own side of  the bridge 
on which to travel.  

“The bridge right now is pretty 
narrow, so there is an interest in 
expanding the bike path on the 
bridge to either widen the bridge 
or create some alternative path for 
bikes,” Director of  Sustainability 
Phil Valko said.

Valko and Stanton both agree 

that an expansion is now the 
ultimate goal of  addressing 
pedestrian-biker conflicts on the 
bridge, but they also acknowledge 
the importance of  finding a tem-
porary strategy to deal with the 
problem.

The Office of  Sustainability 
and the Department of  Facilities 
Planning & Management are 
currently in the process of  creat-
ing a new task force to address 
issues that have arisen between 
bikers and pedestrians on cam-
pus, known as the Bicycles and 
Pedestrian Access and Circulation 
task force, or BPAC. 

The group, which will be aimed 
at moving the bike plan forward, 
will include students, administra-
tors and faculty members.

“The expansion plan isn’t 
immediate, and people are con-
cerned about safety between bikes 
and pedestrians,” Stanton said. 
“The task force will try to accom-
plish a strategy that best mitigates 
the issues across the bridge.”

Students have mixed feelings 
about the creation of  the task 
force.

“I think it’s good that they’re 
trying to do something about the 

Changing overpass next focus of bike planStudents voice criticism 
of campus Wi-Fi in Senate

“Homosexuality is not a bibli-
cal term,” guest lecturer Mark D. 
Jordan, professor of  divinity at 
Harvard Divinity School, said to 
a packed audience on Tuesday.

Jordan’s lecture, held in the 
Ann W. Olin Women’s Building 
Formal Lounge, drew a large 
audience, with staff  adding 
chairs at the last minute and 
students crammed against each 
other on long couches, window-
sill ledges and the floor. 

His presentation centered on 
the topics of  his recently pub-
lished book, “Recruiting Young 
Love: How Christians Talk 
about Homosexuality.” 

Students attending the lec-
ture found the topic particularly 
salient.  

“I had previously written a 
paper or two in high school 

about Christianity and homo-
sexuality, and one thing I found 
is there is very little discourse 
about Christianity that accepts 
gay people,” sophomore Wolf  
Smith said. 

Jordan guided the audi-
ence through a sampling of  
sources illuminating the evolu-
tion of  Christianity’s stance on 
homosexuality. 

He said that many churches 
fear adolescent desire and do not 
see sexual desire as divine in any 
way.

According to Jordan, 
Christianity’s rejection of  homo-
sexuality has produced different 
results throughout history.

In 1964, a magazine shared 
the story of  a gay 16-year-old 
named Zach. The boy, who 
consulted multiple pastors, ulti-
mately concluded fearfully that 

Students flock to speech 
on relationship between 
Christianity and homosexuality

BECKY PRAGER
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Left: Sophomore Hans Bon Liu enjoys a lunch of locally grown foods in the DUC on Tuesday as part of the campus-wide 
Eat Local Challenge. For the campaign, dining stations across campus featured foods grown within a 150-mile radius of 
campus. Above right: Rotisserie chicken from Double Star Farms in Bluford, Ill. is served. Below right: A sign in the 
DUC promotes local “Farm to Fork” vendors that supply Bon Appétit.

DANNI LIU | STUDENT LIFE

University embraces local food

Grilled trout, Brussels sprouts 
with Missouri-apple-cider gastrique 
and sweet potato purée may not 
seem like unusual fare at Ibby’s, but 
on Tuesday eateries across campus 
all changed their menus to serve 
locally-grown food.

The different menus were a part 
of Washington University’s Eat 
Local Challenge, an annual event 
that promotes eating local foods in 
season.

Nadeem Siddiqui,  the resident 
district manager for Bon Appétit, 
says that the University has two 
main reasons for using locally 

sourced products.
The first is that the food is often 

better quality, and improves the eat-
ing experience for students.

“The issue of having quality and 
flavor and to make sure the produce 
is grown with people we know, we 
get to know the farmers and they 
get to know us. Obviously when 
you’re growing local, the flavors are 
fresher,” Siddiqui said. 

The second is that by buying local 
produce, the University helps to sup-
port farmers in the area.

“It helps the local farmers who 
know they can depend on an income 
source of our size and can invest in 
their farms. It’s a great thing that 
we can help, and get a really great 

product. We are trying more and 
more to help the local small farms,” 
Siddiqui said.

Siddiqui says that Dining Services 
is also interested in using locally pro-
duced ingredients because it is more 
sustainable than importing products 
from farther away.

“I think the focus towards eating 
local gives us the chance to see why 
that is important, and how we can 
include local farmers in helping to 
source certain types of food for our 
opportunity,” Siddiqui said.

Dining Services defines local food 
as food that was produced within 
150 miles of campus.  

CHLOE ROSENBERG
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SEE FOOD, PAGE 2

JOE ANGELES | WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Vice Chancellor for Public Affairs, Fred 
Volkmann,  will be retiring this month 
after 31 years at Washington University.

SEE WI-FI, PAGE 9
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THURSDAY 29
MOSTLY SUNNY/WINDY
85 / 53

FRIDAY 30
SUNNY
72 / 45

SATURDAY 1
SUNNY
64 / 41

SUNDAY 2
SUNNY
67 / 44theflipside

September 27
Burglary— Pending completion of report.
Disposition: Pemding.

THURSDAY 29
Department of Philosophy Colloquium
Wilson Hall, Room 214, 4:15 p.m. 
Alexander Bird, director of the Faculty of Arts 
Research at Bristol University’s Department 
of Psychology, will speak on “Inference to the 
Best Explanation and Paradigms.” The event 
is free and open to the public.

Donuts in the DUC with Alpha Phi Omega!
DUC Firepit, 8:30am to 10:30am
Donuts are being sold from John Donut Co for 
only $1.25! Campus Card (Bear Bucks) and 
cash will be accepted. Proceeds go to Dance 
Marathon.

FRIDAY 30
Korean Film Series
Seigle Hall, Room L006, 7 p.m.
Come watch a showing of “Cyrano Agency,” 
sponsored by the Department of East Asian 
Languages and Cultures. The movie will be 
shown in Korean with English subtitles. The 
event is free and open to the public. 

WUSTL Swimming and Diving Meet
Athletic Complex, I.E. Millstone Pool, 5:30 p.m.
The Washington University Swim Team will 
be competing against St. Louis U.

SATURDAY 1
WUSTL Volleyball Game
Field House, 10:30 a.m.
The Washington University Volleyball Team 
will be playing against Carnegie Mellon U. 

WUSTL Volleyball Game
Field House, 2:30 p.m.
The Washington University Volleyball Team 
will be playing against Brandeis U. 

2011 Pedal the Cause (Oct. 1 and 2)
Soldier’s Memorial, 1315 Chestnut St., 6 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Come participate in this fundraiser for cancer 
research. 15-, 25-, 50- and 75-mile ride options 
are available. All proceeds support cancer 
research at Siteman Cancer Center and St. 
Louis Children’s Hospital.

ALAS 20th Anniversary Gala
560 Music Building, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
ALAS will be celebrating its 20th birthday with 
a gala. There will be food, music, performances 
and speeches from various ALAS contributors. 
Tickets cost $10 for students. Buses will be 
leaving from the alumni parking lot on the Suth 
40 starting at 5:45 p.m.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

CORRECTIONS

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

On Sept. 26, “SHS hires new pharmacist 

to simplify prescriptions process for 

students” should have said that students 

who pay for the optional prescription plan 

through Aetna insurance are automatically 

covered for up to $2,000 in prescriptions 

for the year. As an additional note, 

prescriptions written by any physicians 

residing within the U.S. are accepted by 

the Wash U. pharmacy.

On Sept. 26, “University Dedicates Green 

Hall” should have said Green Hall is home 

to the Preston M. Green Department of 

Electrical & Systems Engineering (ESE), not 

the Department of Energy, Environmental 

& Chemical Engineering. The facility 

has space for the Department of Energy, 

Environmental & Chemical Engineering 

and the International Center for Advanced 

Renewable Energy & Sustainability.

Student Life regrets these errors.

“It’s a smaller department and 

you feel much more individual—

like, there’s much more 

emphasis on you as a person 

than you as one of many.”

- junior Eve Herold on the new 

American and Culture Studies 

major.

Serving part-time in the Air National Guard, you’ll have an  
entire team of like-minded individuals who want to help you 
get ahead. You can choose from nearly 200 career specialties, 
and develop the high-tech skills you need to compete in  
today’s world. You also train close to home, all while receiving  
a steady paycheck, benefits and tuition assistance. Talk to a  
recruiter today, and see how the Air National Guard can help 
you succeed. 

AND AN ENTIRE TEAM 
TO HELP YOU 

CAREER TRAINING. MONEY FOR COLLEGE.   

SUCCEED.

10921_ANG_MO_USL_4.92x10.5in_BW.indd   1 8/30/11   4:07 PM

VOLKMANN FROM PAGE 1

University was in St. Louis, and that it was 
often mistaken for other universities. At the 
time, Volkmann says, there were about 15 
other universities whose names included the 
word “Washington.”

“That was one of the first challenges,” he 
said. “How do you rebrand an institution 
that has already been confused with many 
other Washingtons? Reputations in higher 
education are very, very slow to develop…
Higher education is amongst the slowest 
to accept newcomers…I knew that I had a 
really interesting challenge [to market the 
University].”

Volkmann addressed this challenge by 
reaching out to the media. He visited over 
200 different news media outlets and spoke 
to editors and reporters to find out what they 
knew about the University. According to 
Volkmann, about 90 percent of the people 
he spoke to had never heard of Washington 
University in St. Louis.

“We didn’t have… name recognition in the 
news media,” Volkmann said. “If the media 
don’t know who you are, why would the pub-
lic know who you are?”

To get the University’s name out, 

Volkmann lead the University in creating 
several news services that provided news-
papers, news magazines, radio stations, TV 
stations and other media about news happen-
ings at the University.

“Our approach was always that ‘We’re the 
best place you’ve never heard of,’” Volkmann 
said. 

Within a year of Volkmann’s arrival, the 
New York Times ran a half-page feature on 
Washington University.

Volkmann expects that 90 percent of the 
original 200 newsrooms that he visited at 
the start of his career would recognize the 
Washington University name today. 

“My job, as I always tell people, is to hold 
a mirror up to reality and reflect it…at the 
news media and say, ‘This is what we’re 
doing.’ We also point that mirror at alumni, 
at the parents [and] at prospective students,” 
he said.

“This has been an institution that has built 
its profile on a global scale...It’s been a great 
ride.”

Write to Emily Sybrant at 
EMILY.SYBRANT@STUDLIFE.EDU

CHRISTIANITY FROM PAGE 1

“the church says…God thinks I’m a 
monster.” At this time, there were no 
Christian programs for boys like Zach. 

Today, Jordan says, boys like Zach 
may be sent to programs run by groups 
like Love In Action, a self-described 
“Christian discipleship ministry” that 
aims to make homosexual people 
heterosexual.

He discussed how an analysis of  rel-
evant sources reveals how the religion’s 
view of  homosexuality has evolved 
over time—how, over the past 50 years, 
clergymen like Troy Perry and John 
McNeill have carved a role for homo-
sexuals  within Christianity. 

Both McNeill and Perry struggled to 
navigate the church as gay men, and 
both, Jordan said, came to evaluate and 
redefine traditional Christian notions of  
homosexuality.

Students thought that Jordan was 

effective in showing how homosexuality 
is not inherently incompatible with the 
Church.

“Jordan helped to clarify how being 
gay and acting on the impulses is not 
out of  line with the Bible,” Smith said.

Jordan’s speech was part of  a lec-
ture series sponsored by Washington 
University’s John C. Danforth Center 
on Religion and Politics. The center 
hosts a speaker almost weekly.

The John C. Danforth Center on 
Religion and Politics, a relatively new 
addition to campus, was founded in 
2010 with a $30 million gift from the 
Danforth Foundation. It’s intended 
to encourage intellectual discussions 
among diverse points of  view.

Write to Alison Neuwirth at 
A.NEUWIRTH@WUSTL.EDU

BIKE PLAN FROM PAGE 1

problem, but we wouldn’t need a task 
force if  bikers were more vocal about 
coming up behind you,” sophomore 
Paul Davis said. 

Sophomore Shannon Howell feels 
that even with the task force, the conflict 
will persist.

“I feel like it doesn’t matter, because, 
even after they expanded the sidewalk 
on Forsyth, people still walk in the bicy-
cle lane,” Howell said. 

Despite some negative feedback, 
Stanton is hopeful about the task force 
and the rest of  the bike plan, which will 
continue to be implemented throughout 
the year.

“This task force is really intended 

to engage more of  the community and 
develop strategies of  dialogue in the var-
ious components of  the plan,” she said. 
“I hope that students and faculty are 
liking some of  the improvements we’ve 
made so far, and there’s more to come.”

Write to Becky Prager at 
BECKY.PRAGER@STUDLIFE.COM

Students support the University’s effort to 
serve local food. 

“I think the Local Food Day is a good idea. 
You save on energy cost for refrigerating the 
food and the gasoline for transportation, thus 
reducing the environmental and economical 
impact,” sophomore Grace Kroner said. 

“I wish we did [Local Food Day] even 
more. It stimulates local economy and cuts 
down on emission...trucks don’t have to 
come all the way from Georgia,” senior Mike 
Kastelein said.

Still, students do not think that the 
University should serve only local food all of  
the time.

“It’s probably not practical to have local 
food all the time, but I would like to see as 

much as possible. Especially when the food is 
in season,” Kroner said.

Some students also shop for local produce 
on their own.

“We should push the idea of shopping 
locally. I get my food from Soulard, the food 
is delicious and [the purchase] supports local 
farmers,” Kastelein said.

According to Siddiqui, the day went well.
“This is a special event to bring awareness 

and education and have special dinners and 
meals so people can be aware of local farms. 
It was quite successful and it…was well 
received,”  Siddiqui said.
With additional Reporting by Wei-Yin Ko

FOOD FROM PAGE 1

Write to Chloe Rosenberg at 
CHLOE.ROSENBERG@STUDLIFE.COM

The Danforth Center on Religion & Politics brought Professor Mark Jordan to give a lecture on his 
latest book. He discussed the rhetoric used by Christians to talk about sexuality to a full house.

MARIAM SHAHSAVARANI | STUDENT LIFE
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Who did Treasury fund?
COLLEGE DEMOCRATS

ASSOCIATION 
OF BLACK 
STUDENTS

REFLECTIONS

ASSOCIATION OF LATIN 
AMERICAN STUDENTS

LUNAR NEW 
YEAR FESTIVAL

GLOBE MED ENGINEERS 
WITHOUT 
BORDERS

$53,318

John Jegend

$10,721

Dr. Joia 
Mukherjee

$92,350

VP AL GORE

KOREAN 
STUDENTS 
ASSOCIATION

$2,021.45

Daphne Kwok

$6,727

Jess Weiner

$20,000

Amy Chua

$32,251

Sofia Vergara

$8,150

Deanne Bell

SUp this week
Part of a student group?  Want to be featured here?  Email: pr@su.wustl.edu.

For more information contact: 

studentsustainabilityfund@gmail.com 

or visit our website at

 http://sites.google.com/site/studentsustainabilityfund/home

Make your 
GREEN dream 

a reality!
SUBMIT YOUR IDEAS TO THE SSF

PROPOSALS 
DUE OCT 13!

Come to Treasury and support your student group!

Simon 112 | 9:15pm

Advocate for your initiatives, projects, and needs! 
Let your voice be heard at Seante.
    Simon 112 | 9:00pm

Washington University’s 
Chabad is increasing and 
streamlining its High 
Holiday offerings to make 
them more accessible to 
students.

In addition to its tra-
ditional meals and Rosh 
Hashana evening service, 
Chabad is adding morning 
services on the Thursday 
and Friday after the 
holiday.

Rabbi Hershey Novack 
said that the change was 
made in response to contin-
ued student requests, and 
was made possible due to 
renovations on the Chabad 
House, which were finished 
earlier this year.

“Students have asked 
for a number of  years, but 
owing to a lack of  facili-
ties, we were unable to 
[provide additional ser-
vices],” Novack said. “And 
so finally, this year, after we 
dedicated the facility—at 
the opened and renovated 
and expanded facility, 
we’re finally able to…do it.

“I have a feeling that 
some students will come 
for the entire thing, and 
others will probably drop 
in and then cut out to go 
to classes. One of  the ben-
efits of  our facility is that 
it’s really, really close to 
campus.”

In the past, many stu-
dents would go to morning 
Rosh Hashana services at 
a local synagogue, Bais 
Abraham, before coming 
back to Chabad for lunch.

Some noted that with 

the new schedule, attend-
ing services will be 
significantly easier than in 
the past.

“To take away a 10 min-
ute walk, I’m sure it will 
make people more inclined 
to go,” freshman Jon 
Pascheles said. “[For] Rosh 
Hashana, it’ll probably be 
around 50 to 90 [people] at 
Chabad itself—I’m sure a 
lot of  people will go.” 

Others added that 
beyond adding extra 

services, Chabad did a 
good job of  clarifying its 
schedule to alleviate the 
confusion students felt in 
previous years.

Sophomore Ari 
Rosenstrauch noted that 
in the past, many stu-
dents would jump between 
Hillel, Chabad and a local 
synagogue for services and 
meals, and would have dif-
ficulty juggling the three 
without missing classes.

“Logistically 

speaking, it’s much more 
convenient—it’s much 
cleaner than what used to 
happen,” Rosenstrauch 
said. “I’m really happy 
they’re doing it; it gives a 
really better sense of  com-
munity for Rosh Hashana.”

Pascheles said that he 
still plans to go to the local 
synagogue for additional 
services, but hopes to take 
advantage of  Chabad’s 
additional services as well.

“I think there’s one day 

or two days that Chabad 
isn’t doing something…so 
I’ll probably end up going 
there for the service,” he 
said. “In general, I’ll prob-
ably just go to Chabad for 
everything that they offer—
personally I just really 
like Chabad because it’s a 
lot of  fun and it’s a great 
environment.”

Rabbi Novack men-
tioned that on Thursday 
and Friday afternoon, indi-
viduals will be sounding 

shofars from different loca-
tions around campus, for 
students to catch the most 
important mitzvah of  the 
holiday even if  they can’t 
make services.

A full schedule of  
Chabad’s High Holiday 
events can be found at 
http://www.chabadoncam-
pus.org/.

Chabad expands High Holiday options for students
MICHAEL TABB
NEWS EDITOR

Write to Michael Tabb at 
MICHAEL.TABB
@STUDLIFE.COM

WEI-YIN KO | STUDENT LIFE
Students prepare for Rosh Hashana services at the Chabad House Wednesday night. Rosh Hashana is the Jewish New Year.
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OUR VOICE: 
EDITORIAL BOARD

YOUR VOICE:
SUBMISSIONS

OUR WEB 
POLICY

Editorials are written by our opinion editors 
and reflect the consensus of our editorial 
board. The editorial board operates 
independently of our newsroom. 

Editor in chief: Michelle Merlin
Associate editor: Alex Dropkin
Managing editors: Alan Liu & Hannah 
Lustman
Director of Multimedia: Matt Mitgang

Senior sports editors: Sahil Patel & Kurt 
Rohrbeck
Senior scene editor: Davis Sargeant
Senior cadenza editors: Andie Hutner

Senior photo editor: Genevieve Hay
Senior forum editor: Daniel Deibler
Forum editors: Chase Ferree, Charlie Low, 
Ajay Sundar & Natalie Villalon

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2011

forum
STAFF EDITORIAL

I
n a speech on Sept. 23, 
President Obama gave a 
speech linking economic 
recovery with improved 

educational standards by pro-
posing additional measures to 
reform the public school system. 
“We have to pick up our game,” 
he said, noting that America has 
fallen to 16th in the world in 
terms of  percentage of  college 
diplomas earned by its citizens. 
Some of  the reforms include 
using a waiver system to give 
more power to the states to 
control curriculum and make 
improvements. 

Specifically, the plan is to 
move away from the No Child 
Left Behind Act, including pro-
visions to circumvent the act’s 
2014 deadline for nationwide 

academic proficiency. Other 
requirements, such as preparing 
students for post-high school 
plans and creating evaluative 
benchmarks for teachers, are 
required for the waiver to be 
accepted. 

We at Student Life support 
this plan. The American educa-
tion system needs a serious 
overhaul. As students and soon-
to-be graduates, we understand 
the value of  a good education. 
We would, however, like to 
propose a few changes that we 
hope to see. 

We realize that testing will 
never be the best indicator of  
academic performance. The 
ability to fill in bubbles on a 
Scantron does not necessarily 
indicate critical thinking skills 

or academic potential. However, 
as an indicator of  performance 
overall, the tests do have merit 
and standardized testing is the 
only way to track student per-
formance on a large scale. But, 
we believe standardized testing 
can be improved significantly. 
One of  those improvements can 
be requiring testing on more 
subjects.

At Wash. U., pre-meds and 
English majors alike under-
stand the importance of  a solid 
science-based education. Tests 
should evaluate basic knowl-
edge of  the sciences because 
with science education comes 
innovation and global influ-
ence. The American Jobs Act 
will create new science labs 
in schools across the country, 

hopefully improving science 
curriculum and fostering future 
advances. No Child Left Behind 
should put the same emphasis 
on science. 

The president consistently 
says that the U.S. needs to be 
better at math and science, but 
No Child Left Behind requires 
testing only on math and 
reading. The country would 
be better served if  education 
funding for school districts was 
linked to the sciences as well. 

While we recognize that 
widespread change cannot come 
from the president alone, he can 
only do so much with an execu-
tive order. While his changes 
will hopefully bring a benefi-
cial change to the law, a real 
overhaul is needed in Congress 

to repair our failing schools. 
The price to really improve 
our schools can be incredibly 
daunting, but we have to keep 
in mind the future payoff. A 
country with a better-educated 
populace is more likely to com-
pete, and more likely to grow. 
As students, we should bear in 
mind how imperative a good 
education is not only to indi-
vidual success, but also to the 
success of  America as a whole. 
The economy might be the top 
concern on everyone’s minds 
in the next election, but if  you 
look past the next five years, the 
education and the economy are 
inextricably linked.

New education rules a good first step

EDITORIAL CARTOON

P
akistan, Somalia and 
Yemen.  These coun-
tries are connected by, 
among other things, 

their lawless regions that are 
breeding grounds for terrorist 
organizations. Al Qaeda and 
other groups take advantage 
of  the lack of  any governmen-
tal presence to establish bases 
of  operations and operate 
unhindered.

Despite the fact that the United 
States is not at war with any of  
these countries, and is ostensibly 
an ally of  one of  them, it has 
conducted extensive military 
forays into all three. Not in the 
form of  invasions or covert 
operations—Osama bin Laden’s 
assassination being a notable 
exception—but in the form of  
missiles fired from unmanned 

aerial vehicles, known colloqui-
ally as drones.

If  drones are not already the 
future of  war, they should be. 
Boots on the ground will always 
be important in any war that 
requires occupation, but, as far as 
actual combat goes, drones are a 
superior alternative. Chiefly, this 
is due to the financial cost; the 
entirety of  the Predator drone 
program, which has been active 
since 1995, has cost $2.3 billion. 
The total cost of  the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, by contrast, 
comes to between $3.2 trillion 
and $4 trillion. The wars are 
unsustainable, and it has long 
been a bipartisan belief  that they 
must end. Drone strikes accom-
plish the goals of  the war on 
terror at a fraction of  the cost. As 
current and future tax payers, it is 
important that Wash. U. students 
bear this in mind, especially 
when we consider that some 

estimates place the current war 
cost at over $6,000 per American.

Drone strikes have something 
for the patriotic among us too, 
namely that no American lives 
are put at risk. The more con-
ventional wars currently being 
waged have cost several thou-
sand American lives, though, 
admittedly, it would be difficult 
to topple one government and 
install a new one without a 
constant military presence. Still, 
current military operations, 
particularly those in Afghanistan, 
need not be carried out by 
American troops at all.

With the invasion of  Iraq in 
2003, the goodwill the terrorist 
attacks of  Sept. 11, 2001 afforded 
us was squandered, and most 
of  the international community 
harshly criticized us. But where 
is the backlash for all the bombs 
dropped on Yemen? Somalia? 
Many are unaware of  the fact 

that the United States is attack-
ing these countries at all. Even 
the strikes in Pakistan, which 
have killed hundreds of  civil-
ians, haven’t caused much of  
a negative reaction outside of  
Pakistan itself. The fact is that 
America can use drones to attack 
and destroy its enemies in any 
country, friend or foe, and, inex-
plicably, the world has passively 
given its assent.

Drones have been criticized, 
and rightly so, for their lack of  
imprecision. Civilian casualties 
are unclear outside of  Pakistan 
(close to 1,000), but it is obvious 
that they cause less collateral 
damage than full-scale inva-
sions. Nearly 1,000,000 people 
have been killed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and the couple 
of  thousands, if  that, caused 
by unmanned drones pales in 
comparison. Certainly, their 
success-to-civilian-death ratio is 

better; the six months after 2008 
when the United States stopped 
asking Pakistan for permission to 
bomb it saw dozens of  Al Qaeda 
officials killed and the highest 
disruption of  that organization’s 
activities since 2001.

Recent years have seen 
America’s drone program expand 
and come into the public eye. It is 
not perfect, and it results in many 
more civilian deaths than enemy 
deaths, but it is carried out at a 
tiny fraction of  the cost of  a con-
ventional war, saves thousands of  
lives—American and otherwise—
and does not raise the same ire 
that a full-scale war does. Drones 
are an amazing innovation in 
war, and they should be phased 
in while troop presence is drasti-
cally phased out.

A safer form of warfare
MATTHEW CURTIS
STAFF COLUMNIST

Matthew Curtis is a junior in Arts & 
Sciences. Write to Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.COM

DREW SHENEMAN | MCT
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thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down to the University 
not cancelling all classes for Rosh 
Hashanah.

Thumbs down to the library serv-
ers being down.

Thumbs down to no local salt for 
the Eat Local Challenge.

Thumbs up to appletinis at the 
Green Hall dedication.

Thumbs up to professors cancel-
ling classes for Rosh Hashanah.

Thumbs up to the people 
handing out ponchos to the 
umbrellaless under the Busch 
Hall arch when it rains.

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n
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Y
ou wake up on the 
floor of  your room 
after a long night 
of  partying. Your 

hair is a mess, your pajamas 
are on backwards (assuming 
you’ve got them on), and you’re 
pretty sure that that nasty odor 
is not only coming from you, 
but it also smells like vomit. 
You can barely remember the 
events of  the previous evening, 
but no big deal, right? Maybe 
you did something stupid or 
did a couple of  stupid things. 
Maybe there will be some 
dumb photos up on Facebook 
to laugh at later or to quickly 
untag yourself  from. Because, 
after all, you were drunk. And 
as the wise Jamie Foxx put it, 
you can always “blame it on the 
a-a-a-a-a-alcohol”. 

Or can you?
In a new study done at the 

University of  Missouri’s College 
of  Arts and Science, scientists 
discovered that while one is 
intoxicated, the brain simply 
does not care about the mis-
takes one is making; it doesn’t 
have any influence on the 
actual making of  the mistakes. 
After testing three groups of  
subjects who consumed pure 
tonic, 10-proof-vodka tonics or 
100-proof-vodka tonics with a 
challenging computer task, the 
team of  researchers noted that 
not only was the group that 
consumed the most alcohol less 
likely to notice its errors in the 
task, but this group was also less 
likely to slow down after mak-
ing an error.

More than that, the overall 
moods of  the subjects were 
monitored. Unsurprisingly, the 
most intoxicated group reported 
feeling less negative over the 
course of  the task. Using this, 
the scientists could also demon-
strate a correlation between the 
overall mood of  the participants 
and the strength of  the error-
related negativity (ERN). So 
a less negative mood (i.e. one 
caused by consuming more than 
a couple of  shots) means fewer 
acknowledgements of  mistakes.

So what does this mean for 
college culture? The excuse “I 
was drunk” routinely covers 
most weekend shenanigans. 
Whether you made out with 
that creepy guy who always 
seems to show up wherever 
you are, somehow accidentally 
deactivated your meal plan or 
nearly broke your leg as you 
tried to climb the anorexic 
rabbit, you’ve always had a 
ready-made explanation for the 
morning when people regale 
you with tales of  your so-called 
“adventures” of  the previous 
night. After all, college is all 
about having fun and learning 
from all the crazy experiences 
you have, right?

But while college may be 

about experimentation, it’s also 
about growing up. It’s about 
learning to be accountable for 
your life: getting to your 8 a.m. 
class on time, finishing your 
paper before you watch TV and 
taking responsibility for the stu-
pid things you did while under 
the influence. You may have 
been drunk, but you—not the 
alcohol—were the one making 
decisions. Own up to it.

Drinking will always be a part 
of  college culture. While some 
students will not drink, many 
will. Though it’s been depicted 
a certain way in movies like 
“Animal House” and is often 
seen as part of  the coming-of-
age rites of  college, drinking 
can be done responsibly. And if  
you choose to drink recklessly, 
don’t think that whatever you do 
while intoxicated can be blamed 
on whatever it is that you had to 
drink. Jamie Foxx isn’t always 
right, and he certainly isn’t wise 
to proliferate the idea that being 
drunk is the solution to and the 
excuse for all your problems.

Let’s face the facts: 
Whatwever you do under the 
influence is your choice, not the 
alcohol’s. And it might be time 
to accept that and take responsi-
bility for your actions. After all, 
it wasn’t the alcohol that woke 
up in the common room in its 
underwear, was it?

Take the blame
CASEY FEDERBUSCH
STAFF COLUMNIST

Casey Federbusch is a freshman in 
Arts & Sciences. Write to Casey Fed-
erbusch at CASEY.FEDERBUSCH
@STUDLIFE.COM

E
arlier this week, I was 
talking to a friend about 
the future. (It’s senior 
year, and this is therefore 

a frequent topic of conversation.) 
He was lamenting the lack of  
conviction that many of our senior 
classmates have regarding future job 
prospects. “Why do so many people 
only want a job that pays well?” he 
asked. I’ve been thinking since then 
about how to answer that question.

The next few years are a mystery 
for most of us. Some of us are 
fortunate enough to have already 
been accepted to graduate schools 
or received job offers for after 
graduation.

 But the majority is still figur-
ing it all out. Piles of applications, 
saved tabs on our browsers, lists of  
potential options—and still, these 
only get us so far. 

At this point, I’ll admit to being a 
bit jealous of my friends who stuck 
with the pre-med track. The benefit 
of medical school—once you get 
in—is that, barring any crisis of  
conscience, you will be a doctor. 
Sure, there’s a lot of work in there, 
but you’re on the path to a job, 
and one that has the potential to 
be a lifelong vocation. Those of us 
interested in so-called “transitional 
programs,” or even entry-level jobs, 
aren’t afforded that kind of security.

Perhaps you’re familiar with the 
conversation that occurs with family 
and friends. “Do what you love,” 
they tell you, “and don’t let anyone 
make you feel bad about that.” As 
you decide to follow that advice, 
the tone changes: “Well, hold on 
a second. Don’t you think you 
should have a secure, well-paying 
job before you go off thinking about 
being an ascetic [or any host of  
other idealistic options you ‘love’]?”  
Then again, you could be fortunate 
enough to love that business job or 
that consulting opportunity or be 
incredibly passionate about your 
future medical career. Props to you 
for having your life more together 
than I feel like I do.

It’s not my place to criticize why 
people want to take jobs. A lot of  
my friends have accepted consult-
ing jobs acknowledging that they 
are only stepping stones, terrific 

opportunities out of college. They 
plan to return to graduate school 
or law school or to go into public 
service.

But my mind’s still stuck on my 
friend’s question. In a lot of cases, it 
still feels like the money’s the main 
drive. Why? Sure, there is a sense of  
urgency to having a good job and a 
job that pays well, but how authen-

tic is that feeling?
 I don’t want to be the kind of col-

umnist who calls for service when I 
hardly know what I’m going to do, 
but I can only hope that we aren’t 
only thinking of the monetary 
stability that we’ll get from our first 
jobs. Our happiness is important, 
too—so is our impact on our com-
munities, but there’s enough in that 
for another column on its own. If  
we’re getting bogged down apply-
ing for jobs at companies whose 
purposes we’re barely aware of, just 
for financial gain, we might want to 
reevaluate.

A job search based around 
money is not an entirely bad thing. 
Really. If  there are other things 
that draw you to a job—legitimate 
interest, skill building for the future, 
impact on the community, etc.—
then the money makes it an even 
better option. But if  the money’s 
all we’re out for, it just makes me 
wonder what that says about our 
priorities.

Money can’t buy 
everything

CHASE FERREE
FORUM EDITOR

Chase Ferree is a senior in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to Chase Ferree at 
CHASE.FERREE@STUDLIFE.COM

You may have been 

drunk, but you—not 

the alcohol—were the 

one making decisions.

MICHELLE NAHMAD | STUDENT LIFE

I don’t want to be the 

kind of columnist who 

calls for service when 

I hardly know what 

I’m going to do, but I 

can only hope that we 

aren’t only thinking of 

the monetary stability 

that we’ll get from our 

first jobs.

Dear Editor,

Last week, Studlife elected 
to run an ad by the David 
Horowitz Freedom Center on 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Several editorials opined on the 
subject, and stated that they 
believed the paper erred in do-
ing such. They questioned the 
rationale for allowing the ad to 
appear in Studlife, and they ad-
mitted that even though the cen-
ter paid for the ad, opinions of  
this type should not be permit-
ted to be run, as some people 
may consider it “offensive.” 

As a writer for Studlife, 
albeit on hiatus, I would like 
to opine myself. As previous 
articles have said, if  the First 
Amendment means anything, it 
means the right of  individuals 
to espouse beliefs which people 
dislike or even condemn as big-
oted. One editorial furthermore 
said that they doubted whether 
Studlife would publish an ad if  
certain comments were directed 
at “other historically margin-
alized groups, such as homo-
sexuals, African Americans, or 
Jews?” They asked would the 
paper sanction an advertisement 
that openly dehumanized any of  
the aforementioned groups. 

The fact of  the matter is that 
nearly 20 years ago, in 1992, 
Studlife was faced with a similar 

situation. Holocaust revisionist 
Bradley Smith wanted to run 
a Holocaust denial ad, which 
openly declared that the Nazi 
regime did not actively engage 
in the attempted genocide of  
European Jewry. After much de-
bate, Studlife decided to run it 
in the name of  free speech. This 
made national news, especially 
because other universities such 
as Yale, Berkeley and Harvard 
declined to publish it. 

In the end, if  you disagree 
with David Horowitz’s views, 
explain why, but the answer is 
not censorship, or a condemna-
tion of  Studlife’s policy, but a 
simple debate on the merits, 
which everyone can see, read 
and reason out for themselves. 
As justice Louis Brandeis 
declared 85 years ago, in words 
which still ring true today, “To 
courageous, self-reliant men, 
with confidence in the power of  
free and fearless reasoning…if  
there be time to expose through 
discussion the falsehood and 
fallacies…the remedy to be 
applied is more speech, not 
enforced silence.”

Sincerely,
Isaac Amon
Class of  2012
IAMON@WUSTL.EDU

LETTER TO THE EDITOR



6 STUDENT LIFE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2011

St. Louis Chinese Christian Church

832 N Woods Mill Rd|Chesterfield, MO  63017|SLCCC.ORG

The Living Water Ministry
Contemporary Asian American

Style Worship in English
Sunday Mornings 11:10 a.m.

Biblical, Conservative, Transforming

“We are the Church your mother wanted you                 
to attend when you left for college”

In the City for Good!
Third Baptist Church

Sunday Bible Study 9:30am
Worship 10:40am

620 N. Grand Blvd. ∙ www.third-baptist.org
(314) 369-3238 ∙ Call for transportation or info

CITYLIGHTSCHURCH.COM | 314.395.8463

SUNDAY SERVICES @ 11AM

NEED A RIDE?

E-MAIL RIDES@CITYLIGHTSCHURCH.COM

CASUAL

DRESS
GREAT

MUSIC

RELEVANT BIBLE TEACHING

FREE BREAKFAST

STUDENTS
YOU ARE INVITED!

religious directory

3.222” X 2.5" THUR 9/29
STUDENT LIFE - ST. LOUIS

(circle one:)Artist: (circle one:)AE:
Angela Maria Josh

Tim McCool

ART APPROVED
AE APPROVED

CLIENT APPROVED

Con�rmation #: Deadline:

Aurelio Heather Staci Freelance 2

SteveEmmett Jay Philip

RYAN GOSLING

NOW PLAYING IN THEATERS EVERYWHERE CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 
FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

“���� I HAVEN’T BEEN THIS EXCITED
ABOUT A MOVIE SINCE PULP FICTION!”

– Jessica Wedemeyer,

“THE COOLEST MOVIE AROUND.”“THE COOLEST MOVIE AROUND.”
– A.O. Scott, 

sports

St. Louis Chinese Christian Church

832 N Woods Mill Rd|Chesterfield, MO  63017|SLCCC.ORG

The Living Water Ministry
Contemporary Asian American

Style Worship in English
Sunday Mornings 11:10 a.m.

Biblical, Conservative, Transforming

“We are the Church your mother wanted you                 
to attend when you left for college”

In the City for Good!
Third Baptist Church

Sunday Bible Study 9:30am
Worship 10:40am

620 N. Grand Blvd. ∙ www.third-baptist.org
(314) 369-3238 ∙ Call for transportation or info

CITYLIGHTSCHURCH.COM | 314.395.8463

SUNDAY SERVICES @ 11AM

NEED A RIDE?

E-MAIL RIDES@CITYLIGHTSCHURCH.COM

CASUAL

DRESS
GREAT

MUSIC

RELEVANT BIBLE TEACHING

FREE BREAKFAST

STUDENTS
YOU ARE INVITED!

religious directory

3.222” X 2.5" THUR 9/29
STUDENT LIFE - ST. LOUIS

(circle one:)Artist: (circle one:)AE:
Angela Maria Josh

Tim McCool

ART APPROVED
AE APPROVED

CLIENT APPROVED

Con�rmation #: Deadline:

Aurelio Heather Staci Freelance 2

SteveEmmett Jay Philip

RYAN GOSLING

NOW PLAYING IN THEATERS EVERYWHERE CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 
FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

“���� I HAVEN’T BEEN THIS EXCITED
ABOUT A MOVIE SINCE PULP FICTION!”

– Jessica Wedemeyer,

“THE COOLEST MOVIE AROUND.”“THE COOLEST MOVIE AROUND.”
– A.O. Scott, 

In a field of  128 play-
ers at the ITA Central 
Regional Championships, 
No. 9 seed junior 
Adam Putterman of  the 
Washington University 
men’s tennis team won 
seven consecutive matches 
over four days to take the 
singles title.

With the victory, 
Putterman qualifies for 
the USTA/ITA Small 
College Championships 
in Mobile, Ala., on Oct. 
13-16. 

In Monday’s champi-
onship match, Putterman 
disposed of  No. 16 C.J. 
Williams from Kenyon 
College, 6-4, 6-3. 
Putterman characterized 
the match as a battle of  
nerves.

“I felt pressure 
because a lot of  people 
came out to watch. I 
really, really wanted to 
win,” Putterman said. 
“[Williams] made a few 
errors, and I managed to 
steal the first set. In the 
second set, I think he was 
a little nervous because he 

had lost the first.”
On his road to the 

finals, Putterman ousted 
No. 1 seed Paul Burgin 
from Kenyon College 
and No. 13 Sam Miles 
from DePauw University. 
Putterman cited his com-
posure on the court and 
recently improved service 
game as huge factors in 
his success so far.

“I have been serving 
really well, and I’ve been 
playing very mentally 
tough,” Putterman said. 
“About three times a week 
I get on the court before 
practice and serve buck-
ets for about 45 minutes. I 
think that’s been the main 
difference.”

The Bears fared very 
well in the rest of  the sin-
gles draw, with freshman 
Ross Putterman reach-
ing the semifinals, junior 
Gary Parizher reach-
ing the quarterfinals and 
junior Bryan Haywood 
and freshman Kevin Chu 
reaching the fourth round.

On the doubles side, 
Chu and sophomore 
Max Franklin dropped 
the finals match in a 6-2, 
5-7, 10-7 effort. Chu and 

Franklin defeated team-
mates Adam and Ross 
Putterman, 9-7, in the 
semifinal match.

“Overall, we had a lot 
of  energy, and it was nice 
to play well,” Franklin 
said. “I learned a lot 
from losing last year, and 
figuring out how to win 
without necessarily the 
best-looking strokes, and 
[Chu] has got all the skills 
necessary, so everything 
kind of  clicked.”

In preparation for the 
spring season, head coach 
Roger Follmer constantly 
evaluated doubles pair-
ings, as he has always 
preached that doubles 
play is crucial to success 
in the spring. With two 
doubles teams reaching 
the semifinals, Follmer 
was encouraged by the 
team’s performance.

“Even though we didn’t 
win the tournament, 
Franklin and Chu, and the 
Puttermans, and the rest 
of  the gang, they played 
some good doubles,” 
Follmer said. “Last fall we 
didn’t play good doubles 
at this tournament, so in 
the past two, three weeks 

of  preparation, we put 
more emphasis on dou-
bles, and it showed.”

The fall season is also 
the team’s first oppor-
tunity to establish its 
new identity. With lead-
ers Isaac Stein and Max 
Woods graduating last 
spring, the Bears are left 
with only one senior, 
Cameron Chiang, and a 
relatively young team. 
Nevertheless, Follmer and 
the rest of  the team are 
confident that key juniors 
and sophomores can step 
into leadership roles.

“There hasn’t been a 
special meeting or any-
thing like that, but I have 
pulled a couple of  the 
juniors aside and said, 
‘Hey, you’ve got to be 
leaders,’” Follmer said. 
“I expect all the juniors 
and our lone senior to be 
leaders, and they’ve done 
a pretty good job so far.”

DANIEL KURZNER
SPORTS REPORTER

Putterman ousts seeded opponents to 
take ITA Central Regional Singles title

MARY BUTKUS | WUSTL PHOTO SERVICES

Junior Adam Putterman plays at the Dwight Davis Tennis Center Friday, Sept. 16, 2011. Putterman won the ITA/USTA Central 
Region Men’s Tennis singles championship this weekend, dropping just one set all tournament.

Write to Daniel Kurzner at 
DANIEL.KURZNER
@STUDLIFE.COM

The milestones keep 
coming for the No. 3 
Washington University 
women’s golf  team.

It was a monumental 
weekend all around at the 
Millikin University Fall 
Classic, as each of  the 
top five places belonged 
to the Bears en route to 
two team round scores 
lower than the record of  
300 set the previous week 
at the Illinois Wesleyan 
University Fall Classic. 
Freshman Olivia Lugar 
led the way with a 145 (72-
73) for her third victory 
in only her fourth career 
tournament.

“There are a lot of  
mixed feelings when I 
think about how success-
ful I’ve been the past few 
weeks,” Lugar said. “Of  
course, I am very excited 
and proud of  my accom-
plishments and the team’s, 
but at the same time, I’m 
thinking about the future 
and how in the world I’m 
going to improve on this 
record. I think the same 
[thought] was running 
through the rest of  the 
team’s minds after putting 
up such great scores.”

Two strokes behind 
Lugar at 147 was sopho-
more Andi Hibbert, who 
shot a career-best 72 in 
the first round to tie for 
the lead. She has now shot 
below 80 in five straight 
rounds.

“The beginning of  the 
season was rough, so to 
know that I am contrib-
uting to the team was 
really the highlight of  this 
weekend,” Hibbert said. 
“Playing with confidence 
is the key to any good 
round. Luckily I was able 
to go out there with focus 
and determination and 
to help pull my team to 
another victory.”

Sophomore Allyson 
Chee also shot a career 
best in the first round with 
a 73, and she finished two 
strokes behind Hibbert at 
149. Junior Hannah Buck 
was two strokes behind 
Chee at 151 (74-77), and 
freshman Taylor Fagan 
came in tied for fifth place 
at 155 (81-74).

“Not only did we sweep 
the top five positions, but 

we also beat the closest 
competitor by 56 strokes, 
a huge margin for a vic-
tory. The 300 we shot in 
Bloomington was tremen-
dous, and I thought [it] 
was going to be hard to 
beat,” Hibbert said. “So 
to cap off  this weekend 
with two scores below 
that really shows how our 
team is continuing to grow. 
Spring is really where it 
starts to count so as long 
as we continue this pat-
tern, I think we are easily 
going to be seen as one of  
the top contending teams 
heading into the national 
tournament.”

All together, the Bears 
shot a blistering 291 on 
the first day, opening up 
a 32-stroke lead over No. 
21 Central College in sec-
ond place. The Red and 
Green followed it up with 
a 298 on the second day 
in a round where Buck, 
who set a new team record 
last week when she shot 
a 3-under par 69, did not 
count her score toward the 
team’s total.

“After consistently get-
ting better each week, I 
think the team was just 
excited about how far we 
had already come,” Lugar 
said. “We had the best 
kind of  attitude, which is 
a balance between having 
the desire to shoot well 
and putting pressure on 
ourselves to perform. We 
went into the tournament 
with a little respect for the 
course because it had a lit-
tle tougher design, and we 
obviously came out loving 
it. We couldn’t have been 
[happier] with the results.”

Wash. U. heads into 
its week off  with a lot of  
momentum that it hopes 
to carry over to the Pat 
Clouse Invitational in 
Springfield, Ohio. It will 
be the team’s final tourna-
ment of  the fall.

“It is nice to be able to 
recollect after being in 
competition for four con-
secutive weeks,” Hibbert 
said. “This weekend off  
should help us mentally 
prepare for our final tour-
nament of  the fall and 
end this season on a high 
note.”

SAHIL PATEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Write to Sahil Patel at 
SAHIL.PATEL@STUDLIFE.COM

Women’s golf 
breaks records 
yet again at 
Millikin Classic
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The Emmy-nominated 
“Dexter” returns Sunday 
night for its sixth sea-
son, once again dripping 
with blood and irony as 
winsome, charismatic, 
how-are-you-so-perfect 
Dexter Morgan (Michael 
C. Hall) both solves and 
commits murders in 
Miami. 

If  you’re unfamiliar 
with “Dexter,” a) get your 
act together, and b) here’s 
what you need to know: 
“Dexter” is loosely based 
on a book series in which 
the protagonist is a serial 
killer who only dispatches 
“bad” people. The show’s 
appeal comes from its 

ability to make viewers 
cringe, smirk and sympa-
thize within the first 10 
minutes.

Last season saw 
Dexter struggling with—
SPOILER ALERT!—his 
wife Rita’s death, the 
problems of  being a single 
dad and his ambigu-
ous relationship with 
newcomer Lumen (Julia 
Stiles). 

Season five drew mixed 
feelings from fans, and, 
as the A.V. Club noted 
back in May, the show’s 
“formula” has grown a 
bit stale—every season, a 
guest star shows up, forms 
a close relationship with 
Dexter and then “either 
dies by his hand or joins 
him or sometimes joins 
him and then dies by his 
hand.” Well, this new 
season will be different, 
because it’s bringing in 
not one new face, but five!

Entertainment Weekly 
reports that Mos (for-
merly Mos Def) plays 
Brother Sam, a potential 

victim whom Dexter 
befriends because of  
Sam’s apparent reli-
gious awakening. (If  you 
haven’t seen the promo 
art for season six yet, you 
should—this season is all 
about religion, as Dexter 
seems to be sprouting 
angel wings of  blood.) 
Professor Gellar (Edward 
James Olmos) is a psycho-
pathic religious fanatic 
out wreaking havoc/per-
forming holy deeds with 
mentee Travis, played 
by Tom Hanks’ eerily 
look-a-like son, Colin. 
Gellar and Travis appear 
to be Dexter’s big baddies 
this season. Meanwhile, 
Angel’s (David Zayas) 
fetching younger sister, 
Jamie (Aimee Garcia) 
enters the picture as 
Harrison’s new nanny, 
though probably not as 
Dexter’s romantic inter-
est, as he seems to prefer 
blondes. (Let’s not talk 
about Lila). Finally, Mike 
Anderson (Billy Brown) 
joins Miami Metro as an 

experienced, no-nonsense 
detective from Chicago, 
and, based on the pro-
motional trailer, he’ll 
essentially be this season’s 
Doakes.

When we last saw 
Dexter, he was nursing 
a tiny, deflated hope of  
eventually overcoming 
his “dark passenger.” As 
much I want my beloved 
Dexter to be happy—and 
I’m sure most viewers 
would agree—part of  
me really enjoys watch-
ing him kill people. 
Regardless, the true 
energy of  the show is in 
Dexter’s charm, whether 
he’s slicing a grapefruit, 
slicing a victim or even 
just forcing a smile.  

Check back in with 
“Dexter” this Sunday, 
Oct. 2, at 8 p.m.

“50/50” is a movie about 
a 27-year-old guy who 
gets cancer. It stars Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt as Adam, 
the guy with cancer. Seth 
Rogen plays his friend and 
Anna Kendrick plays his 
pretty young shrink. Sadly, 
that’s all you need to know 
to figure out exactly how 
the movie goes.

At this point, most of  
us have a relative, friend 
or friend of  a friend who’s 
battled with some form of  

cancer. Failing that, we’ve 
gone to Relay for Life, 
listened to an inspirational 
speech at a high school 
graduation or watched a 
sappy movie on Lifetime 
about a kid with leukemia.

The point is, the story is 
familiar. Someone gets sick. 
It’s unexpected and unfair. 
He’s scared. His friends 
are scared. No one really 
knows how to deal with it. 
He goes through the che-
motherapy, which is awful. 
He’s faced with overall 
survival odds of  50/50 and 
the possibility of  a surgery 
that may or may not work. 
He starts to realize that he 
might actually die.

Okay, so take that basic 
story, and add the actors 
I mentioned. Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt does the 
same thing he did in “(500) 
Days of  Summer” as the 
fresh-faced nice guy who 
keeps getting more and 
more broken down until 
you just want to give him a 
hug and tell him it will be 
all right. In fact, a lot of  the 

characters in the movie try 
to do just that, and Adam 
is understandably a bit 
weirded out.

Anna Kendrick repeats 
her character from “Up in 
the Air” as the sweet young 
thing who’s completely 
inexperienced at her job 
but tries really hard. The 
romance between her and 
Adam is nice but expected 
and a bit beside the point.

Seth Rogen is…well, 

Seth Rogen. He plays the 
same character in every 
movie—an overgrown frat 
boy who’s basically a good 
guy, just a bit preoccupied 
with beer and chicks. The 
character, Kyle, is obvi-
ously introduced as the 
comic relief, but surpris-
ingly, he might be the best 
part of  the movie. Because 
what would happen if  
that guy had to help his 
friend through a battle with 

cancer? Kyle spends a lot 
of  time trying to get Adam 
to play the sympathy card 
to get laid and smoke his 
medical marijuana, but 
he’s honestly scared for 
his friend and willing to 
do whatever Adam asks of  
him.

There’s nothing wrong 
with the portrayal of  cancer 
in “50/50;” it feels realistic. 
It’s also occasionally kind 
of  funny and often kind 

of  heart wrenching, but 
always just kind of. Cancer 
sucks. We all know that. If  
we’re supposed to spend 
our free time going through 
this journey with a fictional 
character, we need to get 
something out of  it—some 
fresh perspective—and 
“50/50” just doesn’t quite 
manage to deliver.
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CADENZA REPORTER
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Write to Nora Long at 
NORA.LONG@STUDLIFE.COM

COURTESY OF SHOWTIME

COURTESY OF THE BAND PERRY

James Remar and Michael C. Hall return as father and son Harry and Dexter Morgan on the sixth season of “Dexter.” The season 
premieres on Sunday night at 8 p.m. CDT on Showtime.

Write to Jordan Weiner at 
JORDAN.WEINER
@STUDLIFE.COM

The Band Perry is one of  
the newest additions to coun-
try music, following in the 
footsteps of Taylor Swift and 
Lady Antebellum. Singing 
without the country twang 
about love and heartbreak, 
Kimberly Perry would sound 
like a pop star if it weren’t for 
the fiddle. Her brothers Reid 
and Neil Perry lend their vari-
ous instruments and backing 
vocals to the mix.

This trio from Alabama 
released its debut album just 
last year, but the siblings 
have been singing together 
since childhood. Harmonies 
between family members 
always seem to sound better, 

and this is no exception. 
The show’s opener is Barry 
Michael, a comedian turned 
country musician.

If you are worried about 
not knowing the music, fear 
not; The Band Perry’s songs 
are fast-paced and catchy, so 
by the time the chorus comes 
around the second time, you’ll 
be able to sing along, pretend-
ing to be the long-lost fourth 
Perry.

The show is a benefit con-
cert for the USO of Missouri, 
so there’s the added bonus of  
music for a good cause. The 
Band Perry is worth seeing, as 
they could turn into the next 
big thing.

The Band Perry

TREVOR LEUZINGER
CADENZA REPORTER

Write to Trevor Leuzinger at 
TREVOR.LEUZINGER
@STUDLIFE.COM

‘Dexter’
when Sunday, 8 p.m.

channel Showtime

TV PREVIEW
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off everyday for Wash U 
students, faculty & staff
Must show Wash U I.D.20% 

LIMITED TIME OFFER:

176 Carondelet, Clayton, MO
Next to the Ritz Carlton
Check us out on line at strattonscafe.com

FREE WIFI!

CLAYTON/WASH U

314-726-3030
7018 Pershing

MEDIUM
3-TOPPING PIZZA

999$ EACH

Limited Time Offer. Deep Dish Extra. Delivery Charge May Apply.

We’re Open Late!
Sun-Thurs 10am-1am
Fri & Sat 10am-2am

Coupon Code: 83533

St. Louis’ ONLY Place to Enjoy Over a Dozen Varieties of Macaroni & Cheese!

•	 Indoor	and	Outdoor	Seating

•	Cold	Beer	-	Great	Wine

•	Voted	St.	Louis’	Favorite							

				Mac	&	Cheese	-	RFT	‘11

CHEESE-OLOGY
Macaroni & Cheese

6602 Delmar 
(in The Loop)
314.863.6365

Visit us often for our special Limited Edition Macs!

www.cheese-ology.com threekingspub.com

6307 Delmar B
lvd

on th
e Loop

20% off of food with college I.D.
Monday-Thursday from 10 pm-close

 Best Bar Food in Town!

  20 beers on tap

  Live music wed-sun.             
            

  Late night menu
(never a cover!)

          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

An inside look at the Hotchner Festival

The annual A.E. Hotchner 
Playwriting Festival provides a 
few student playwrights in the 
Washington University commu-
nity with the opportunity to let 
their unique visions come to life 
onstage. These playwrights have 
one goal: to create. Winners 
Sarah Wagener and Michael 
Kastelein, both seniors, and 
Michael Greenwald, who gradu-
ated last May, will stage their 
original scripts this weekend. 
It’s an intense process, and 
I’m here to give you the inside 
scoop.

I am the production assis-
tant of  the festival, so that 
means I’ve been involved in 
pretty much every aspect of  
the rehearsal process. My 
job includes assisting both 
renowned guest dramaturg 
Megan Monaghan Rivas and 
producer Carter Lewis. Every 
year, a panel of  faculty read-
ers selects three plays to be 
staged at the festival. Once 
selected, the plays go through 
a rigorous two-week, 14-hour 
rehearsal period, after which 
they are performed as staged 
readings. The playwrights have 

the opportunity to tweak their 
work during this time. The 
“Hotch,” as the festival is often 
called, can become personal and 
intense, because the writers are 
quite connected to their plays.

Wagener’s play, “This Is It,” 
focuses on Annie, a woman 
who is unwilling to accept the 
conventional role of  a mother 
figure after a tragedy changes 
her life. Confronted with the 
death of  her teenage son, Annie 
must come to terms with her 
responsibilities despite her 
pressing desire to leave every-
thing behind and start a new 
life. The play asks the question 
of  whether or not Annie’s love 
for her husband will be enough 
to stop her from doing what she 
loves.  

“I feel so lucky,” Wagener 
said, “to have had the oppor-
tunity to work with such a 
talented, supportive group of  
theatre artists on my play. Their 
dedication to the workshop pro-
cess has been invaluable to me.” 

The second play of  the fes-
tival, “Straight and Narrow,” 
written by Greenwald, moves 
from the issues of  mother-
hood to those of  fatherhood. 
Directed by Henry Schvey, this 
quirky play stars a father who is 

convinced that his straight son, 
Justin, is gay. With the pressures 
of  high school, his girlfriend 
and football on his mind, Justin 
does what he can to make his 
father proud and assert his 
sexual preference. 

“The actors, the director, the 
dramaturg…What’s so incred-
ible is that they’re all there for 
me, helping me make my play 
as great as it can possibly be,” 
Greenwald said, “And I don’t 
even go to Wash. U. anymore! 
What other alma mater would 
do that for a graduate? How 
was I so lucky?” Greenwald 
has been shuttling between the 
Hotch and graduate school 
in Chicago over the past two 
weeks. 

The topic of  the third play 
shifts away from the nature of  
parenting, as Kastelein con-
fronts the question of  destiny in 
“Eternal Recurrence,” directed 
by Annamaria Pileggi. Jake 
Boland, its protagonist, can 
never quite do things right—He 
is on the verge of  destroying his 
marriage, his relationship with 
his daughter and his career. But 
given the opportunity to relive 
one fateful day, Jake has the 
chance to right his wrongs. Of  
course, things never seem to go 

as planned. 
“After all the rewrites, 

rehearsals, workshops and 
gray-hair-inducing, stress-filled 
nights, I still don’t know the 
answer to the question my play 
asks—and I love it,” Kastelein 
said. 

For these three playwrights, 
the opportunities the A.E. 
Hotchner Playwrighting Festival 
provides extend beyond the 
chance for them to see their 
work onstage. The writers have 
developed a sense of  question-
ing, of  embracing the unknown 
and of  trusting the audience, 
which can be considered some 
of  the biggest risks in the 
theatre. Luckily, they risk with 
grace.  

“This Is It” premieres at 7 
p.m. on Friday, “Straight and 
Narrow” comes on at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, and “Eternal 
Recurrence” finishes out the 
festival at 7 p.m. on Saturday. 
All readings will be performed 
in the A.E. Hotchner Studio 
Theatre in Mallinckrodt.

Admission is free. Each event 
will be followed by a talk with 
the playwright and dramaturg.

AMANDA SPECTOR
CADENZA CONTRIBUTOR

When Wilco singer/songwriter 
Jeff Tweedy split from his prior band 
(St. Louis’ own Uncle Tupelo) in 
early ’94, he embarked on a journey 
that gradually took his new band’s 
sound away from Tupelo’s spon-
taneous alternative country and 
instead towards a more studio-based, 
experimental indie-rock sound (like 
a modern day Traffic or Derek and 
the Dominos, but with even more 
drugs). This journey culminated 
with Wilco’s 2002 modern classic 
“Yankee Hotel Foxtrot.” The three 
albums between “Yankee Hotel 
Foxtrot” and this week’s “The 
Whole Love” carved out a sort of  
staple Wilco sound from which the 
band has varied little until now. The 
best aspect of “The Whole Love,” 
then, is that it actually attempts to 
break this generic Wilco mold that 
has persisted since 2002.

On “The Whole Love,” Wilco’s 
range sounds wider than it has in 
years. While the diversity is wel-
come, “The Whole Love” is focused 
on mere variations of what was 
rather than on the evolution of the 
band’s overall sound, which was the 
focus of the band’s pre-“Foxtrot” 
work. As a result, “The Whole 
Love” doesn’t come off as entirely 
fresh or exciting. Still, there are some 
good songs. Opener “Art of Almost” 
would’ve sounded right at home on 
“Foxtrot” if it weren’t for its crazed 
hard-rocking coda, and “I Might” 
rocks the organ fuzz harder than 
any band since, well, early Wilco. 
The 12-minute closer “One Sunday 
Morning” might seem a little daunt-
ing, but the song’s gradual layering 
is perfectly spaced. It’s impossible to 
care about its length, since you’ll be 
focusing on the most gorgeous lyrics 
the album offers. “The Whole Love” 
is a good step toward mixing up the 
more recent Wilco formula that has 
started to grow a little stale.

Pop-punk band blink-182 
completes its resurrection with 
“Neighborhoods,” its sixth 
studio album. The band has 
publicly admitted that the cata-
lyst for their reunion came after 
drummer Travis Barker survived 
a near-fatal plane crash in 2008, 
allowing the trio to put aside 
past squabbles.

There are few clues in tracks 
that indicate the six years and 
numerous side projects that 
bookmark blink-182’s previous 

incarnation, but the album also 
reminds the listener how well 
frontman Tom DeLonge and 
bassist Mark Hoppus comple-
ment each other when sharing 
vocal duties. But it is Barker 
who remains the band’s musi-
cal trump card. His superlative 
work behind the drum kit halts 
any pedestrian moments on 
“Neighborhoods,” and he surely 
belongs on any list of  the finest 
drummers of  the past 20 years.

While some of  the musi-
cal experimentation on their 
self-titled 2003 album fell short 
of  the mark, “Neighborhoods” 
finds an effective balance 
between originality and the 
kind of  concise, anthemic 
songwriting that has sold 27 
million albums worldwide. 
Catchy opener “Ghost on the 
Dancefloor” grabs our attention 
while dealing with the unusually 
somber theme of  feeling the sud-
den presence of  an absent loved 
one. “Kaleidoscope” presents 
the only moment during which 
the band might want to pause 
and ask: What’s my age again? 
Lyrics like “Delete the progress 
on your game…/the loudest 

songs on your mixtape” fall flat 
when we remind ourselves that 
these guys are now all fathers 
fast approaching middle age. 
But for anyone craving a fix of  
early-teen nostalgia, or those 
seeking out some above-average

pop-rock, “Neighborhoods” is 
worth spending some time with.

PAUL MARSH
CADENZA REPORTER

ROBERT BRADLEY
CADENZA REPORTER

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Neighborhoods’
Blink 182

for fans of
Paramore,  Angels and Airwaves 

tracks to download
“Ghost on the Dancefloor,” 

“Natives”

ALBUM REVIEW

‘The Whole Love’

Wilco

for fans of
My Morning Jacket, M. Ward, 

Yo La Tengo

tracks to download
“Art of Almost,” “I Might,” “One 

Sunday Morning”

Write to Paul Marsh at 
PAUL.MARSH@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Amanda Spector at 
ASPECTOR@WUSTL.EDU 

Write to Robert Bradley at 
ROBERT.BRADLEY@STUDLIFE.COM
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ACROSS
1 Clips for trailers
7 Fridge incursion

11 Triangular sail
14 Kia model
15 Dagwood’s pesky

kid neighbor
16 Japanese salad

ingredient
17 Daffy trying to hit

the piñata?
20 Campfire remains
21 It originates from

the left ventricle
22 Pops
23 “Garfield” waitress
24 Detective Spade
25 Survey response

at the farm?
33 Stows in a hold
34 x, y or z
35 Many a Louis
36 Supplies for

Seurat
37 Sends regrets,

perhaps
39 Entry in a PDA
40 Maui strings
41 Waterfall sound
42 Not at all good at

losing?
43 Tom fooler?
47 Only reason to

watch the Super
Bowl, some say

48 Like a pretentious
museumgoer

49 Plane parking
place

52 Mountaintop home
54 Likely result of

failing a
Breathalyzer test,
briefly

57 Loosey’s cake-
making aid?

60 Dedicatee of
Lennon’s
“Woman”

61 Jazz singer Laine
62 Blanche Dubois’s

sister
63 Place with presses
64 It may be a peck
65 “Mustn’t do that!”

DOWN
1 Fizz in a gin fizz
2 PC “brains”
3 Make quite an

impression
4 Beat back?
5 Boards at the

dock

6 Strauss opera
based on a Wilde
play

7 Flat bread?
8 “M*A*S*H” actor
9 Currency-

stabilizing org.
10 Thingamabobs
11 Hirsch of

“Numb3rs”
12 Picked from a

lineup
13 Shampoo ad

buzzword
18 Shah’s land,

once
19 New ewe
23 Brain freeze

cause
24 Juanita’s half-

dozen
25 Leverage
26 17-syllable

verse
27 Slugabed
28 Green Bay

legend
29 Abbr. on food

labels
30 Adrien of

cosmetics
31 Small woods
32 Bad-check

passer
37 Acuff and Clark

38 Actor Mineo
39 With skill
41 Scapegoat in

some down-
home humor

42 Downs more
dogs than, in an
annual contest

44 “Get Smart” evil
org.

45 Shirts and skirts
46 Mass leader
49 Visibly wowed

50 Chincoteague
horse

51 Sufficient space
52 Sits in a wine

cellar
53 Inflatable items
54 Shoulder muscle,

for short
55 Bing info
56 Writer Dinesen
58 Bulldog booster
59 Shatner’s

“__War”

Monday’s Puzzle Solved
By Betty Keller

(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 
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topic:    Music

your AD here.
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Write to Sadie Smeck at 
SADIE.SMECK@STUDLIFE.COM

American Culture Studies now stand-alone major

Starting this year, students have the 
option to major solely in American 
Culture Studies (AMCS), a course of  
study that previously could only be a 
secondary major. 

In light of the change, the major 
has been redesigned to provide stu-
dents with some of the depth they 
would have garnered from a second 
major in the past.

The major now includes desig-
nated introductory level courses and 
six academic concentration areas for 
students to choose among, includ-
ing popular culture, 20th century 
America, social thought and social 
problems, ethnic America, policy-
making in American society and war 
and peace.

The new American Culture 
Studies major requires 39 units of  
coursework, while the old major 

required only 27. Three of those 
additional units come from courses 
designated as “disciplinary founda-
tion” courses, which are designed to 
encourage depth in a particular aca-
demic discipline, like Anthropology 
or History.

“The decision to add areas of  
concentration was informed by our 
long history of having had students 
who really created their own areas of  
concentration. This has always been 
an advantage of a very accommo-
dating major like AMCS—you can 
identify an area of particular inter-
est and explore widely in that area,” 
Heidi Kolk, academic coordinator 
of American Culture Studies, said. 
“For us, the goal in defining areas of  
concentration was to create the poten-
tial for that kind of developing focus 
within the major without constrain-
ing students too much.”

In particular, the “social thought 
and social problems” concentration 

is intended to fill a niche left empty 
by the dissolution of the Social 
Thought and Analysis major that the 
University used to offer. Kolk added 
that many students who are interested 
in sociology—a major that does not 
exist at Washington University—have 
gravitated to the track as well.

One such student, junior Eve 
Herold, has elected to major in 
American Culture Studies only. 

With interests ranging from history 
to education and urban issues, Herold 
decided that the American Culture 
Studies major was a good fit. 

“Because a lot of the classes tend 
to be cross-listed, it’s a good way for 
you to get a taste of a bunch of dif-
ferent departments without actually 
having to be in the minor or major,” 
she said. “Still, there is a pretty con-
sistent connection among the classes, 
so it’s allowing you to try a bunch of  
different things while still seeing that 
there is consistency to your studies.”

Herold, who had previously 
declared an anthropology major, 
reevaluated this year when the 
American Culture Studies primary 
major became available. 

“It’s a smaller department and you 
feel much more individual—like, 
there’s much more emphasis on you 
as a person than you as one of many,” 
she said. “They know what you’re 
actually interested in.”

Although the single major is now 
an option, some advisers in the 
AMCS department still consider a 
double major in American Culture 
Studies and another discipline ideal.

Randall Calvert, the director of   
American Culture Studies, said that 
most students who pursue a double 
major can still fulfill their disciplinary 
foundations requirements that way.

He noted that while AMCS majors 
are now required to take a certain 
number of courses and complete 
required fieldwork—through courses 

or a capstone experience—these ele-
ments are not so much new as they 
are different.

“All those were parts of the major 
before, and still are parts of the major. 
Some of them have been re-worded, 
but it comes out the same way,” 
Calvert said. 

Kolk added that although many 
students are still choosing to double-
major, the stand-alone AMCS major 
offers particular advantages for cer-
tain students.

“[Some students] want a way to do 
a very responsible, in-depth AMCS 
major which is informed by study in 
another field, but perhaps does not 
involve kind of going through every 
required course in that other field’s 
major,” she said.

SADIE SMECK
NEWS EDITOR

times; it works okay when you can 
get on it,” senior Aleena Agrawal 
said. “It’s always kind of been this 
way.”

Some students, on the other hand, 
said they have not experienced any 
difficulties with Wi-Fi this year.

“It’s fine this year; it was really bad 
last year,” junior Julie Castelbaum 
said.

STS made it a goal to improve 
Internet on campus this year. Student 
Life reported earlier this month that 
STS doubled the available bandwidth 
on campus over the summer and was 
planning on  installing new routers in 
places where the Internet connection 
was particularly weak.
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Director of STS Barbara Braun answers questions from students at the Senate meeting Wednesday night in Simon Hall.
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Some culinary marriages were 
never meant to be. Imagine a 
pizza crust with a heavy layer 
of  Pad Thai rather than tomato 
sauce and topped off  with a 
layer of  greasy mozzarella 
cheese. If  this sounds appealing, 
your dreams may have come 
true; otherwise, you’re likely 
disgusted.

 Located on the less-congested 
end of  the Delmar Loop is Pi 
Pizzeria’s younger, less experi-
enced Asian stepbrother. Thai 
Pizza Co. has a novel concept 
of  food as quirky as its decor—a 
matrimony of  pizza and stir-fry.

This particular visit yielded 
a mix-up with the order, which 
for an empty restaurant on a 
Tuesday night, is hard to excuse. 
However, the staff  was highly 
apologetic and eager to please. 
They promptly produced the 
correct order. 

Those courageous enough to 
order the unique pizza concoc-
tions should be prepared to 
guzzle water. The absence of  
tomato sauce means nothing 
can dilute and contrast with the 

savory, greasy toppings. These 
pizzas consist of  a salty mess 
atop a dry crust. Avoid the pad 
Thai pizza, which includes 
chunks of  tofu that absorb 
loads of  salt and soy sauce. 
Instead, order something like the 
mischievously named Drunken 
Pizza, which offers highly appre-
ciated slices of  tomato.

Diners can order either a 
thick- or thin-crust small per-
sonal pizza to share between 
two or three people for less 
than $10. Thai Pizza does not 
offer delivery services, and no 
outdoor seating is available. 
One must either order carryout 
or find a seat among a host of  
mismatched chairs and tables. 
I don’t claim to be an expert on 
Thai interior design, but I’m 
pretty sure that plastic ferns and 
Christmas lights do not evoke a 
sense of  Thailand. Calling ahead 
to expedite orders is encouraged, 
but expect a busy dial tone or a 
thick accent on the other end.

Thankfully, Thai Pizza Co. 
does offer a standard pad Thai, 
as well as other traditional Thai 
dishes like soba noodles or thom 
yum soup. 

Although the restaurant leaves 
much room for improvement, with 
a name like Thai Pizza Co. it is 
clear that the least appetizing item 
on the menu is here to stay. Those 
who love Asian and Italian foods 

equally should keep their passions 
separate. At Thai Pizza Co., order 
a peanut-sauce pasta, then have 
an affair with an East Loop pizza 
at Pi, just a short walk down the 
road.

 Despite its creativity, Thai 
Pizza Co. is an example of  how an 
Asian-Western fusion can go awry.

This week, we celebrate with 
one of  the best-known drinks in 
the entire world—champagne. 

Also called bubbly, fizz, or 
champers (the latter two are tacky 
names, but somewhere out there, 
a strange drunkard is asking 
for another glass of  champers), 
champagne is a sparkling wine 
that originated in the Champagne 

region of  France. Quelle 
originalité! 

There are many variants, 
including prosecco or spumante 
(basically an Italian champagne) 
and rosé (pink champagne). They 
range in sweetness from brut, 
or little sweetness, to doux, or 
extreme sweetness. When it comes 
to pairing champagne with a meal, 
I usually like to pair it with more 
champagne. Traditionally, though, 

it goes well with chicken, sushi 
and most shellfish. It might even 
be good for your brain cells! 

Bollinger, Moët & Chandon and 
Perrier-Jouët are just a few of  the 
many—and expensive—cham-
pagne brands out there. A single 
bottle can cost as much as $10,000. 

Yet fear not, thrifty students 
of  Washington University. The 
deliciously cost-effective brand 
André is here to save us all. For 
only $5.99 a bottle, we plebeians 
can enjoy the drink of  the patri-
cians. There’s so much variety, 
too. André comes in many flavors 
including peach and strawberry, 
and in varying degrees of  sweet-
ness including extra dry, brut and 

spumante. For that price, any fla-
vor or sweetness is a good choice. 

Feeling a little under the weather 
before class? Try a mimosa. This 
mix of  equal parts champagne 
and orange juice has it all—alco-
hol to take the edge off  an early 
morning and Vitamin C to help 
you get better. Really, though, the 
mimosa is a classic morning drink 
invented at the Ritz in Paris—or 
a bar in London—depending on 
whom you believe. It’s sweet, deli-
cious and goes down easier than a 
Shirley Temple. 

A Christmas-morning varia-
tion of  the mimosa is called the 
Poinsettia. Substitute cranberry 
juice for orange juice. A Bellini, 

made popular by the “Sex and the 
City” series, uses fresh peaches 
and sometimes a peach liqueur 
instead of  orange juice. For 
something a little harder, make a 
champagne classic cocktail. Just 
add a sugar cube that has been 
soaked in bitters to a full glass of  
champagne and let it fizz. I sug-
gest using a packet of  sugar from 
Whispers or the Cherrytree Café 
rather than buying an entire box 
of  sugar cubes. Bitters cannot be 
substituted, unfortunately.

Happy drinking!

As rough as all-nighters in 
Whisper’s can be, a far more 
foul experience awaits students 
in graduate school. Advisors 
are tyrannical, the pay is miser-
able and lab hours are torturous. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, half  of  
those who start a doctoral program 
will not complete their degree. 

What little happiness exists in 
graduate school lies in precious 
hours of  procrastination. Students 
eager for time excellently wasted 
should consider reading Piled 
Higher and Deeper Comics. Also 
known as PhD, the webcomic 
details the struggles of  young 
academics. The author of  these 
comics, Jorge Cham, recently 

presented a movie based on his 
comic and spoke at a University 
event sponsored by the Graduate 
Professional Council. 

The inspiration for PhD came 
when Cham himself  was a gradu-
ate student. “I got my Ph.D. at 
Stanford University studying 
robots that could run like cock-
roaches—that’s your tax dollars at 
work,” he joked. “An idea came 
up to do a comic strip about what 
it’s like to start off  as a graduate 
student and what it takes to get a 
Ph.D. The comic is generally about 
academia: professors, teaching 
assistants and research assistants. 
It’s told mainly through the 
viewpoint of  four grad students at 
different stages. Some are starting 
out, some are in the middle, and 
some are trying not to graduate,” 

Cham said. 
The original strips were for the 

Stanford paper, but now they’re 
publicized online thrice weekly. 
“At the beginning it was very local. 
When it went online, I kind of  
very quickly realized that it had a 
worldwide audience. After that, 
I tried to make it as general as 
possible. I then started traveling to 
other universities, so that opened 
up a lot of  new material, like grad 
students at the University of  New 
Mexico who scan the skies with 
radio telescopes,” Cham said. 

The strip’s immense popularity 
eventually led to demands for a 
movie. Cham weighed the idea for 
a while and eventually accepted. 
“So one day I just decided to do it. 
I had the idea of  doing it all with 
real graduate students. The story 

is about real people, their passions 
and struggles. You don’t really 
think of  them as people. They 
grade your papers, but you don’t 
think of  their lives.” 

About 400 students attended 
the screening, proof  of  the strip’s 
popularity here. The film portrays 
many aspects of  Cham’s graduate 
experience, from the simple joys to 
the awkward interactions. 

“Free food is a big part of  gradu-
ate student life. You’re always 
trying to save a dollar,” Cham 
explained. “In graduate school, 
you’re expected to be more inde-
pendent, more autonomous. Your 
relationship with your professor 
is uneasy. You’re in this state of  
limbo. Should they be holding 
your hand, or should you be totally 
independent. It’s a little bit vague.”  

Finally, Cham praised pro-
crastination and its benefits for a 
researcher. “I think we have this 
uneasy relationship with procras-
tination, but I say it’s not such a 
bad thing, for a couple of  reasons. 
One, it’s actually an important 
part of  the creative process. A lot 
of  Eureka moments occur when 
someone’s mind is thinking of  
something else. There are scien-
tific studies that show that if  we 
try to focus too hard on problems 
it’s actually harder to solve them. 
Procrastination also tells you what 
you’re really passionate about, 
since you’ve chosen it over what 
you’re supposed to be doing. It 
doesn’t necessarily mean that it’ll 
change careers, but it’s useful.”
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Free food and procrastination with Jorge Cham

DAVIS SARGEANT
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COLE BISHOP | STUDENT LIFE

Thai Pizza Co. is one of four Thai eateries off the Delmar Loop. The restaurant features pizzas topped with Thai noodles 
(and mozzarella) as well as traditional Thai dishes.

PILED HIGHER AND DEEPER BY JORGE CHAM | WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM

Piled Higher and Deeper (PhD) is a comic strip that depicts the hectic life of a grad student. Graduate Professional Council brought PhD creator Jorge Cham to campus earlier this week.

Write to Davis Sargeant at 
DAVIS.SARGEANT@STUDLIFE.COM

cocktail   
corner


	Page 1.pdf
	Page 2.pdf
	Page 3.pdf
	Page 4.pdf
	Page 5.pdf
	Page 6.pdf
	Page 7.pdf
	Page 8.pdf
	Page 9.pdf
	Page 10.pdf

