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University dedicates Green Hall

Hundreds of members of the  
Washington University community 
gathered on Friday afternoon for the 
dedication of Green Hall.

Green Hall, the third building in 
the University’s new engineering 
complex, first opened this fall.

Final construction on the exterior 
of the building was completed just 
over two weeks ago due to a mason’s 
strike over the summer.

“Washington University has one 
of the most beautiful campuses in 
the country. Green Hall is a wonder-
ful new addition to that Danforth 
Campus,” said Stephen Brauer, chair 
of University’s board of trustees.

The new building houses 

the Department of Energy, 
Environmental & Chemical 
Engineering and the International 
Center for Advanced Renewable 
Energy and Sustainability.

“I am confident that this building 
will help us become leaders in those 
areas of science and technology 
defined by leading faculty, by those 
who are with us today and by those 
we wish to recruit in the future,” 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton said.

According to Ralph S. Quatrano, 
dean of the School of Engineering 
& Applied Science, the new facility 
will foster collaborations between 
the different engineering and science 
disciplines.

“Engineers and scientists are 

CHLOE ROSENBERG
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Although Student Union con-
tinued to reject appeals last week 
due to budgetary constraints, an 
account outside of  the group’s 
general operating budget contin-
ues to grow.

A savings account, comprised 
of  funds that were allocated to 
student groups but were never 
spent, has accrued to more than 
$300,000. At the end of  each 
semester, SU re-collects unused 
funds so they can be used on 
other programming.

Almost half  of  the money in 
this carryforward account is 
from the past three years alone.

While the money may provide 
a beneficial safety net, its growth 
is beginning to hurt student 
groups struggling to get funding 
they actually need to operate, 
said senior Cody Katz, vice pres-
ident of  finance for SU.

“This money isn’t being spent 
when other groups can use it,” 
Katz said. “One thing is just 
looking closely at who these 
groups are who aren’t spending 
all their money…is it a fluke or 
is it happening again?”

Katz said that part of  his job 
as vice president of  finance 
involves examining the groups 
who fail to allocate large por-
tions of  their budgets.

Among the major offenders 
from 2010 to 2011 were Sports 

Club Board, ArtSci Council and 
Architecture School Council. 
Those three allocations alone 
racked up nearly $40,000 in 
unused spending.

Katz said that he hopes to 
drain the carryforward account 
by up to $60,000 this year to 
put the savings account back 
on track. As vice president of  
finance, he’s responsible for 
deciding how to allocate the 
money—though his decision is 
subject to Treasury’s approval.

He said he plans to wait until 
the end of  the semester to decide 
how to spend the excess funds—
whether to transfer them into 
Treasury’s appeals account, offer 
student groups increased budgets 
or personally plan an event to 
see the money put to use. 

This year, some carryfor-
ward funding was used to fund 
student use of  the Athletic 
Complex’s McWilliams Fitness 
Center. In past years, the money 
had been used to sponsor pro-
grams such as Sleeve A Message 
beverage sleeve advertising, 
purchasing new computers for 
student groups and increasing 
student group budgets.

“Right now I want to wait 
and see where Treasury is at the 
end of  the semester,” Katz said. 
“I have no specific plans right 
now; if  something comes along 
that we could use it for, that’s 

SU struggles to 
allocate $300,000 
unused funds from 
previous years
MICHAEL TABB
NEWS EDITOR

SEE SU, PAGE 3

A sustainability program being 
piloted in Brauer Hall aims to 
reduce the energy output of  the 
building’s labs.

The program, Green Labs, 
involves tracking electricity 
usage and eliminating waste-
ful energy practices. It utilizes 
simple energy reduction prac-
tices such as making sure that 
machines are unplugged and 
turning lights off  when they are 
not needed.

It was introduced last year 
at the medical school, and 
reduced energy usage by about 
25 percent.

The Office of  Sustainability 
and the Department of  Energy, 
Environmental & Chemical 
Engineering are spearheading 
the initiative on the Danforth 
campus.

Members of  the department 
said the program is being used to 
both improve the lab’s sustain-
ability and to educate students.

“We felt that the energy effi-
ciency concept…should be 
ingrained in our students work-
ing in these labs,” Pratim Biswas, 
chairman of  the Department 
of  Energy, Environmental & 
Chemical Engineering said. 
“That prompted us to work with 
the sustainability office to do 
this project as a benchmark for 

the Danforth campus.”
The Office of  Sustainability is 

confident that the program will 
yield significant results.

“[In laboratories,] there’s a lot 
of  things left on, a lot of  energy 
wasted,” said Will Fischer, sus-
tainability coordinator for the 
University.

To monitor energy usage, 
each lab in Brauer Hall has 
been assigned a Green Lab rep-
resentative. The Green Lab 
representative is responsible for 
auditing the energy usage for the 
lab and setting a goal for energy 
reduction.

“[We’re trying to] implement 
a change in behavior,” Melissa 
Holtmeyer, Green Lab represen-
tative network coordinator, said. 
“We’re training students from 
the first day they get in the lab 
[to be more energy conscious].”

Energy usage from each lab in 
Brauer Hall will be monitored 
and recorded in real time on the 
Green Labs website, greenlabs.
wustl.edu. By looking at the 
energy use data throughout the 
day, week and month, the Green 
Lab Representative can see 
areas in which their lab needs to 
improve its sustainability. 

To help achieve their energy 
reduction goal, Green Lab 
Representatives can use the Lab 
Energy Optimizer, a program on 

Initiative for green labs 
launched in Brauer

SEE BRAUER, PAGE 9

UrbanCents, a new Student 
Entrepreneurial Program (StEP) 
approved business, is offer-
ing discounts at St. Louis-area 
businesses.

The start-up, which follows 
a format similar to Groupon, 
offers students discount deals 
to businesses near campus, and 
donates a portion of  its profits to 

charity.
Juniors Julia Pockros 

and Clara Jaques launched 
UrbanCents two weeks ago. 

They began creating their 
business model last year and 
presented their ideas to the StEP 
Advisory Board. According to 
Pockros, she and Jaques have 
not seen this model at other 
universities.

“I was thinking of  taking the 
model that was nationwide and 

making it for a smaller popula-
tion,” Pockros said. “I had not 
heard of  one that existed at col-
leges, so we decided to try to 
implement it at colleges.”

Generally, the business will 
offer a weekly deal of  a 30- to 
50-percent discount at a local 
business.

UrbanCents’ first deal was 
$10 for a dozen cookies and two 

JACK MARSHALL
STAFF REPORTER

SEE URBANCENTS, PAGE 2

UrbanCents offers Groupon-type 
services for the WU community

COURTESY OF URBANCENTS.COM

UrbanCents is a new student business that allows students to purchase deals for businesses close to campus. Founders 
Julia Pockros and Clara Jaques, both juniors, launched the business two weeks ago and will offer a new deal each week.

EMILY SYBRANT
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

-Ralph S. Quatrano 
Dean of the School of Engineering and Applied Science

SEE GREEN HALL, PAGE 9

Engineers and scientists 
are coming together to 

collaborate and exchange 
information like never be-
fore…Green Hall is making 

that integration of disci-
plines a reality at Wash-

ington University.

GREEN HALL STATS

150 classroom seats

17 laboratories

83,849 square feet

More than 90 percent 
of construction waste 
diverted from landfill

Water use reduced by 30 
percent by high efficiency 
plumbing fixtures.

More than 50 percent of 
wood products from sus-
tainably managed forests

Compiled from a dedication handout



glasses of  milk at Dough to Door. The 
current deal offered is two large pizzas 
from Mike Duffy’s Pub & Grill for $17—
50 percent off  of  the normal price. Future 
deals are planned for FroYo, spinning 
classes and Three Kings.

Unlike Groupon, none of  the 
UrbanCents deals have “tipping points.” 
This means that each deal is guaranteed 
regardless of  how many people buy it. 
Furthermore, UrbanCents’ deals are more 
targeted to the Washington University 
student body than those on St. Louis’ 
Groupon page.

“It is our goal to find vendors that we 
love, that we know Wash. U. students will 
love, that have been around for a while, 
that might not get the publicity that they 
deserve, and we try to seek those people 
out,” Pockros said.

Five percent of  the proceeds from each 
offer will be used to support a local non-
profit organization. The current charity 
is the Donald Danforth Plant Science 
Center, whose long-term goal is to con-
duct scientific research that will increase 
the amount of  sustainable food available.

“[Having the specific charities] makes it 
more tangible for our consumers than just 
supporting a blind charity,” Jaques said.

According to Pockros, UrbanCents 
plans on donating between $100 to $200 
to the first charity before changing to a 
new non-profit to support.

“It was important for us to build a 
business that worked with the Wash. U. 
community as well as with the greater St. 
Louis community,” Pockros said. “The 
idea is that we are fulfilling the needs of  
the Wash. U. students while giving back 
to greater St. Louis.”

According to Jaques, the business dif-
fers from Bear Discounts because it offers 
larger discounts to help students try new 
things in the St. Louis area, whereas Bear 
Discounts offers smaller discounts to more 
vendors. Pockros and Jaques both hope to 
work with Bear Discounts in the future.

“Being students here, we know what 
the students want and we can look for 
deals that apply to all groups of  students,” 
Jaques said. “We are open to suggestions 

from the Wash. U. community.”
UrbanCents is one of  ten businesses in 

StEP. Others include Bear Discounts and 
Wydown Water. 

According to Mary Zabriskie—the assis-
tant director of  campus life, StEP advisor, 
and the administrator in charge of  meet-
ing with students to discuss their business 
models—students from all different aca-
demic schools own StEP businesses.

“We are always looking for new busi-
nesses,” Zabriskie said. “It is always good 
to have this business experience, regard-
less of  what you are studying.” 

Now that UrbanCents has launched, 
Pockros and Jaques are focused on 
increasing the word of  mouth on campus. 

“Our biggest goal right now is to work 
on advertisement, since it’s just the two of  
us,” Pockros said. “We are having some 
trouble reaching out to undergraduates, 
graduates, faculty and staff, because this 
business is supposed to be accessible to 
anyone in the Wash. U. community.”

According to Zabriskie, it is typical 
for a new StEP business to be relatively 
unknown.

“It’s like starting a new business in any 
community,” Zabriskie said. “It takes time 
to get the name out and get the business 
to grow.”

Zabriskie is confident in the future of  
UrbanCents, especially once the word gets 
out about the deals.

“I think it’s a very exciting business 
proposition,” Zabriskie said. “It’s interest-
ing that they have tied a popular concept 
to a student population.”

While the short-term goal is to build  
though word of  mouth, Pockros and 
Jaques eventually want to expand the 
model to other universities around the 
country. 

“I think if  people could just try us, 
they’d love us,” Pockros said.

Students can buy discounts at 
www.urbancents.com and can follow 
UrbanCents on www.facebook.com/
urbancents and www.twitter.com/
urbancents.
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MONDAY 26
MOSTLY SUNNY
59 / 70

TUESDAY 27
PARTLY CLOUDY
56 / 71

WEDNESDAY 28
PARTLY CLOUDY
59 / 72theflipside

Sept. 21, 2011
Harassment—Complainant reported that 
he has been receiving long-distance calls, 
sometimes threatening, from a subject he 
does not know.
Disposition: Pending.

Sept. 22, 2011
Auto accident—Two vehicles were involved 
in an accident. There were no injuries. 
Disposition: Cleared.

MONDAY 26
Assembly Series—Film and Discussion: 
“PhD, The Movie.”
Crow Hall, Room 201, 6 p.m.
Jorge Cham’s film about angst and strife 
in the lives of graduate students, which 
was inspired by his comic strip, “Piled 
Higher and Deeper,” will be followed by a 
discussion led by Cham.

WUSTL Women’s Soccer Game
Francis Field, 7 p.m.
The Washington University women’s 
team will be playing against Fontbonne 
University.

Monday Night Football at Ibby’s
Ibby’s, 7 p.m.
Come watch football on a big screen 
and enjoy a nacho bar. All Washington 
University students are welcome to attend.

TUESDAY 27
Career Center—Government Careers 
Panel
DUC, Room 234, 6 p.m.
Students can learn about options for 
working in the federal government 
after graduation. Panelists come from 
organizations such as the CIA, Monsanto, the 
Corporation for National and Community 
Service, and the Office of U.S. Sen. Claire 
McCaskill.

Noodles & Company Benefit Night for 
Dance Marathon
Noodles & Co., Delmar Loop, 4-10 p.m.
Attend the first Dance Marathon benefit 
night of this fall, and eat some great food. 
Twenty-five percent of the proceeds will be 
donated to Dance Marathon.

WEDNESDAY 28
Science on Tap—“Mathematics and 
Music”
Schlafly Bottleworks, Crown Room, 7 p.m.
David L. Wright, professor in the 
Department of Mathematics, will be giving 
a lecture addressing interdisciplinary 
concepts such as scales/modular arithmetic 
and tone/trigonometry.

OneWorld Magazine—As You Wish 
Imports Fair Trade Sale
Mallinckrodt, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. (all week)
Support fair trade and Washington 
University’s social justice magazine by 
stopping by to browse fair trade items such 
as tapestries, bags, jewelry, scarves and 
more.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“One thing is just 
looking closely 
at who these 
groups are who 
aren’t spending 
all their money…
is it a fluke or is it 
happening again?”

-Vice President of 
Finance Cody Katz 
on making sure SU 
money gets spent.

AMERICA’S FAVorite
sandwich delivery guys!™

jimmyjohns.com

©2011 jimmy john’s franchise, llc  all rights reserved.

OVER 30 LOCATIONS IN
THE ST. LOUIS AREA

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST
YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

jimmy john’s,
you stole my heart, 

now you and i
will never part!

stephanie b. - omaha, ne

Students visiting the Habif  Health & 
Wellness Center this year will encounter 
a new pharmacist.

Shannon Gergen, Pharm. D., who 
graduated from the St. Louis College of  
Pharmacy in 2005, became the Student 
Health Services (SHS) pharmacist this 
year. He is implementing changes that 
aim to make prescriptions more afford-
able and accessible to students.

Already, Gergen has expanded the 
variety of  drugs available at the phar-
macy by adding certain mental health 
medications such as Adderall, Ritalin 
and Concerta and increasing the 
range of  oral contraceptive options.  
According to Gergen, medications that 
are not immediately available for pickup 
can be ordered from a nearby pharmacy 
within one business day.

The drugs that students most com-
monly seek at the pharmacy are 
one-time use drugs such as antibiot-
ics and antifungals, rather than drugs 
needed for chronic or long-term care.  
The main exception to this, Gergen 
says, is oral contraceptives. Asthma 
medications are also one of  the more 
commonly purchased long-term drugs.

 “My predecessor limited what was 
stocked...we’re trying to work with stu-
dents to have in stock or get in stock 
anything they might need on a regular 
basis,” Gergen said.

Many parents and students are con-
cerned about which insurance coverage 
will best offset the prices of  prescription 
drugs purchased at the pharmacy. 

“I’m kind of  cynical about American 
medical insurance…it’s frustrating. You 
don’t really get it explained thoroughly,” 
junior Kaitlin Heim said.  

In the beginning of  the year, Gergen 
received multiple phone calls from par-
ents concerned about prescription costs.

The pharmacy already accepts what 
Gergen referred to as the “big three” 
insurers: Medco, Express Scripts and 
Caremark. They are currently in the pro-
cess of  adding two new insurers, Cigna 
and Humana. Students on the Aetna 

student health insurance plan receive 
automatic coverage for prescriptions. 

Gergen hopes to eliminate confusion 
surrounding the insurance coverage 
issue by adding an informational bro-
chure about prescription coverage into 
next year’s freshman orientation pack-
age. He added that it is sometimes 
possible for drug costs to be covered 
even if  a student’s insurance plan is not 
one listed by the pharmacy.

“When students come, I make sure to 
ask—if  we don’t have any insurance on 
file for them—‘Do you have any insur-
ance at all?’ Chances are, we can take 
it,” Gergen said.

Gergen strongly recommends that 
students bring a photocopy of  their 
insurance card to any appointment at 
SHS.

“It’s always helpful when students 
have their insurance card or a copy of  it, 
especially the first time they’re using the 
pharmacy. Generally we don’t have that 
information…Whenever possible, even 
if  you don’t think you need it, if  you’re 
coming to the doctor’s office or phar-
macy try to have your insurance card on 
you ‘cause it may turn out you will need 
it,” Gergen said.

He also urges students to make use of  
the five-dollar generic drug list, which 
is composed of  cheaper, non-brand 
name versions of  commonly purchased 
prescriptions.  

Prior to his hiring at Washington 
University, Gergen worked at phar-
macies at Schnucks and Shop & Save 
and at a nursing home’s chronic care 
pharmacy. 

In his current position, he will serve 
both the undergraduate and graduate 
student populations.  

Janice Evans, a first year law student 
who also completed her undergraduate 
education at the University, has used 
SHS.

 “[It is] generally a positive experi-
ence, quick service, no complaints,” 
Evans said.

SHS hires new pharmacist 
to simplify prescriptions 
process for students
ALI RUTH
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Write to Ali Ruth at 
ALI.RUTH@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Jack Marshall at 
JACK.MARSHALL@STUDLIFE.COM

URBANCENTS FROM PAGE 1
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Student Life Staff

The Study Nights 
at College Hall 
(S.N.AT.C.H.) program 
aims to provide students 
with a quiet study space on 
the South 40. 

Every Sunday, 
Washington University 
reserves College Hall as a 
place for students to study, 
and Dining Services pro-
vides snacks for students 
studying in the facility. 

Residential Life and 
Dining Services have been 
working with student 
Event Assistants (E.A.s) 
since the beginning of  the 
school year to develop the 
program.

It started on the second 
Sunday of  September, and 
will continue to be held 
every Sunday from 8 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. in College Hall, 
the dining room adjacent 
to Bear’s Den. 

Brittney Roetzel, assis-
tant director for special 
facilities and programs for 
the Office of  Residential 
Life, reported that about 
50 people showed up for 
the event the first week it 
was offered and that the 
directors were pleased 
with the turnout.

She says that students 
attend the program to 
study, not just for the free 
food.

 “The space isn’t condu-
cive for people to just come 
in and grab food without 
working, since it is set up 
in the back. Therefore, 
people who come in dur-
ing the program with the 
intention to work will be 
ensured enough snacks,” 
Roetzel said. 

Students will be able to 
check the snack options 
online before the event.

According to Roetzel, 
Residential Life continu-
ally works with the E.A.s 
to improve the quality of  
life for students living on 
the South 40.

 She says that provid-
ing a quiet study space 
for students has always 
been a priority for 
Residential Life, and that 
S.N.A.T.C.H. will create 
the first designated study 
space in the South 40 din-
ing complex.

“I wish they offered 
something like this last 
year when I lived on the 
40,” junior Lauren Smith 
said. “I probably wouldn’t 
go as far as checking 
snacks online, but the 
brownies they provided 
today were very good!” 

Other students agreed 
that they were not likely 
to use the online resource, 
but that they still enjoyed 
the free snacks. 

The space is designed 
for both group work and 
individual study, but E.A.s 
are present to ensure that 
the space doesn’t get too 
loud for students trying to 

get work done.
College Hall is equipped 

with outlets so that stu-
dents can plug in their 
laptops while working. 
The space is able to seat 
150 students.

“As the semester goes 
on, we expect the space to 
be more heavily utilized,” 
Roetzel said. “Students 
usually start the year off  
with less work, and there-
fore have less of  a demand 
for quiet study space. We 
anticipate that this will 
change within the next few 
weeks.”

Although S.N.AT.C.H. 
only takes place one eve-
ning per week, more days 
might be added if  the 
demand is high enough.

S.N.A.T.C.H. program makes studying on 
South 40 appealing to late nighters
ALEXANDRA BLASCH
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Write to Alexandra Blasch at 
ALEXANDRA.BLASCH
@STUDLIFE.COM

Freshman Eugenia Payeras-Paz studies economics and strategy in College Hall on Sunday night during one of the Study Nights at College Hall. S.N.A.T.C.H. is organized by Dining 
Services and Residential Life with the goal of providing a productive working space on the South 40. S.N.A.T.C.H. occurs every Sunday night from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. in College Hall.

TEDDY WENNEKER | STUDENT LIFE

Write to Michael Tabb at 
MICHAEL.TABB
@STUDLIFE.COM

SU FROM PAGE 1

something to look into.”
Student group lead-

ers voiced discontent that 
their speaker appeals were 
rejected to save money 
when there are additional 
funds available.

“Because the quality of  
the speakers presented was 
so high, I would hope that 
if  SU had enough money 
in their carry forward to 
bring another speaker to 
campus, they would,” 
senior Harish Chamarthy, 
co-president of  Ashoka, 
said. “Had they had more 
money, I think they would 
have been more receptive 
to funding our speakers 
and other speakers.”

Ashoka’s appeal for 
$50,000 to bring Dr. 
Sanjay Gupta to campus 
was rejected at Treasury’s 
meeting last Tuesday.

Katz acknowledged 
that while including car-
ryforward in the speaker 
appeal process may have 

had some impact, he dis-
agreed with the notion that 
it would have made a sig-
nificant difference.

“I don’t think Treasury 
kept in mind—oh, we 
could have more money. I 
think they were fueled by 
their passion to bring cer-
tain speakers over other 
ones,” Katz said. “I think 
the Treasury body for the 
most part didn’t have any 
specific numbers in mind.”

Speaker of  the Treasury, 
junior Julian Nicks spoke 
in favor of  Katz’s choice 
not to give Treasury car-
ryforward funding before 
speaker appeals. This 
way, he said, carryforward 
may act as a safety net in 
case Treasury runs out of  
money—not just be spent 
on another speaker.

“I personally value the 
fact that carryforward was 
not put into the account 
before [funding the] SU 
speaker series,” Nicks said. 

“We have received appeals 
that have almost added up 
to the amount we have left 
in our account, so that is 
something to take note 
of.”

Sophomore Sean Janda, 
co-chair of  Treasury’s bud-
get committee, said that 
the carryforward funding 
is a huge benefit consider-
ing that SU Treasury spent 
so much of  its appeals 
account on speakers.

“I think the [appeals] 
account is a little bit 
below where some peo-
ple would ideally have it 
right now,” Janda said. 
“I think Treasury funded 
as much as it did in the 
past few weeks under the 
impression that it might be 
getting some of  the carry-
forward account—it would 
be a strain if  it didn’t.”
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published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
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Dangerous rhetoric about a safe drug

I
n the latest instance in 
a series of verbal gaffes, 
Michele Bachmann recently 
claimed that the HPV vaccine 

Gardasil might cause mental retar-
dation. She cited an anecdote told 
to her by a woman who claimed 
her daughter had suffered mental 
retardation after receiving the 
vaccination. 

She was attempting to discredit 
fellow presidential hopeful Rick 
Perry by calling into question his 
2007 mandate that sixth-grade 
Texan girls be vaccinated against 
HPV, or human papillomavirus. 
On one level, the issue is purely 
ideological. Bachman claimed the 
order was “a violation of individual 
liberty.” However, her subsequent 
remarks were alarming and even 
dangerous. Whether or not the 
vaccine should be required by the 
state is one issue. Attempting to 

discredit the vaccine itself  could 
dissuade parents from vaccinating 
their children against a very real 
threat. As young voters concerned 
for women’s (and men’s) health, 
we are deeply troubled by Rep. 
Bachmann’s remarks.

The American Academy of  
Pediatrics immediately responded 
to her remarks, saying that there is 
“absolutely no scientific validity to 
[her] statement” and that “this is a 
life-saving vaccine that can protect 
girls from cervical cancer.” Some 
35 million doses of Gardasil have 
been administered with an excellent 
safety record. According to the 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, “most cases of cervi-
cal cancer are caused by HPV.” 
Approximately 12,000 women 
a year contract cervical cancer, 
and around 4,000 succumb to the 
disease. 

The virus itself  is the most 
common sexually transmitted infec-
tion. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, some 50 percent 
of sexually active American adults 
will contract HPV during their life-
times. HPV is a very real problem, 
and this vaccine can help prevent 
its spread.

With women comprising half  
our population, that this claim, 
which can do nothing but hurt 
women’s health, was made is con-
cerning. In the past year, women’s 
issues have been slowly diminish-
ing in importance, and politicians 
across the country have pushed 
for anti-woman policies, such as 
changing the term “rape victim” 
to “rapist accuser” and making 
stronger anti-abortion laws. These 
policies call into question women’s 
judgment and make it more difficult 
for women to exercise control over 

their lives, sexually and otherwise.
When a presidential candidate, 

especially a woman, makes claims 
that are contrary to women’s 
health, she or he calls into question 
the decades of progress that have 
been made in the area of women’s 
issues. Though in theory women 
are “equal” to men, in reality, a 
gender gap still persists in America. 
Gender inequality still manifests 
itself  in various ways, such as lower 
salaries, uneven job distribution 
and female stereotypes. In terms of  
health care, women’s issues such as 
abortion, birth control and STIs still 
carry a stigma. Health care should 
focus on preventing problems 
before they arise and allow women 
to exercise greater control over their 
personal health. The HPV vaccine 
would help do just that.

Not only were Bachmann’s 
remarks scientifically inaccurate, 

but they also show a disregard for 
women in general. 

She failed to do her research on 
an important subject, and, when 
confronted with her mistake, she 
failed to correct it. As a prominent 
political candidate, she had the 
opportunity to speak out for the 
vaccine as a way to empower girls 
and women. At the very least, she 
could have refrained from making 
spurious claims about the safety of  
the vaccine. Her remarks, at best, 
show ignorance unbefitting of a 
candidate to higher office. 

Wash. U. students, men and 
women alike, should hold politi-
cal candidates to high standards, 
whether on the subject of the econ-
omy, foreign affairs or women’s 
issues. American women deserve 
a high level of health care and 
respect. Let’s make sure we hold 
our politicians to those standards.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Dear Editor,

After four very critical columns—
two from avowed supporters of  
Israel—in the Sept. 22 issue of  
Student Life, it is time for someone 
to stand up for David Horowitz. The 
vehemence of the responses suggests 
that Horowitz told an inconvenient 
truth. In particular, his use of the 
word “genocidal” appears to have 

been inflammatory.
The Palestinian National 

Covenant only advocates ethnic 
cleansing, to drive the Jews from 
Israel, not to kill them. So does 
“Mein Kampf” with regard to the 
Jews of Germany. In fact, for the 
first eight years of their rule, the 
Nazis attempted to expel Jews, not 
kill them en masse, and the subse-
quent Holocaust was a secret, not 

announced policy. The use of the 
term “genocidal” by Horowitz is 
an extrapolation, but has historical 
precedent.

The inconvenient truth is that 
“every plan devised by the [mind of  
man] is nothing but evil all the time.”  
If you, like Anne Frank, believe 
in the fundamental goodness of  
humanity, this is disquieting.

If the Palestinian leadership 

wanted a state, they would negoti-
ate it quietly and in private, with 
the Israeli leadership. They may 
prefer the power that comes from 
permanent conflict.  Perhaps they 
have noticed that most Arab leaders 
who have negotiated with Israel 
(Abdullah of Jordan, Sadat of Egypt 
and Bashir Gemayel of Lebanon) 
were murdered by extremists.

When the World Trade Center 

fell, Palestinians danced in the 
streets. Those are the people Israel, 
and the world, must deal with.

Jonathan Katz
Professor of  Physics
56202
katz@wuphys.wustl.edu

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

AVIYA LANIS | STUDENT LIFE
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“The fact that Student Life permit-
ted the publication of something so 
condemning and slanderous toward 
the Palestinians is a sad commentary 
on how marginalized they are, as 
a people, in the eyes of the western 
world.”

This is simply ridiculous. Aid to 
the Palestinians from the western 
world has amounted to many bil-
lions. In fact, when Arafat died, it 
is estimated he had squirreled away 

many hundreds of millions in west-
ern aid into his own personal bank 
accounts.

Furthermore while something 
like 2.6 million people have been 
killed (by Muslims) in Sudan there’s 
little the western world has done to 
change this, but the “Mid-East crisis” 
is always front and center in every 
European and American political 
leaders agenda.

Who do you think you’re kidding?

“Among other things, the 
Freedom Center has described the 
Palestinians as leading the “second 
holocaust of the Jews,” and has said 
“the Palestinians are Nazis,” falsely 
comparing a people to a tyrannical 
political party.”

What is truly despicable, and far, 
far more common is when Muslims 
accuse Israelis of being Nazis. And 
this begs the question: Have you ever 
written a letter to the editor when this 

occurs in the Student Life?
Imagine accusing Jews of being 

Nazis. A people for whom everyone 
must know or have had family sys-
tematically starved and killed by the 
same. That would be like accusing 
Christian or Animist black Sudanese 
of being the Muslim Janjaweed.

–arafat

RE: An unpaid response to an advertisement by Brendan Lind

I
’ve been raised to be proud 
of  where I come from. I 
defend my baseball team, 
my choice of  words and 

my addiction to Chick-Fil-A 
with a smile, and I have come 
to accept that Coca-Cola is 
king. But it’s hard to be proud 
of  your state when trending 
topics on Twitter include “Dear 
Georgia, the world is watching,” 
“#TooMuchDoubt,” and “#iam-
troydavis,” all at one time.

Last Wednesday night, all 
eyes were on Jackson, Ga., as 
Troy Davis, a 42-year-old inmate 
accused of  killing off-duty police 
officer Mark MacPhail in 1989, 
waited to hear the words that 
would save his life for the fourth 
time: “stay of  execution.”

Several hours after the execu-
tion was scheduled to occur, two 
things happened that shocked 
and confused people around 
the world. The first was that 
the U.S. Supreme court issued 
a one- to seven-day temporary 
delay of  execution, which, while 
not a guaranteed stay, meant 

that there was at least a small 
glimmer of  hope and that Davis 
would at least make it through 
the night. 

The second was that, within 
half  an hour, the court denied 
his final appeal, and at 10:53 
p.m. EDT, the state of  Georgia 
began the execution of  Troy 
Davis via lethal injection. He 
was pronounced dead at 11:08 
p.m. His last words to the 
MacPhail family were, “I did not 
have a gun. All I can ask…is that 
you look deeper into this case so 
that you really can finally see the 
truth…For those about to take 
my life, God have mercy on your 
souls. And may God bless your 
souls.”

If  you’re not familiar with 
Troy Davis and the controversy 
behind his case, here’s a quick 
recap: In 1991, nine people 
testified either to having seen 
Davis kill MacPhail or to having 
heard Davis confess to killing 
him. Seven of  the witnesses have 
since claimed that they were 
coerced into saying what they 
did because they were afraid to 
testify against police officers, 
especially because several of  the 

witnesses had minor criminal 
records.

 In addition, the murder 
weapon was never found, and 
supporters of  Davis have said 
for years that there was simply 
too much doubt and not enough 
conclusive evidence in the case. 

The scary part is that Davis 
spent his life in jail. He, like us, 
was young with a world of  pos-
sibilities ahead of  him, but he 
never had the chance to explore 
any of  them, because the justice 
system was more concerned 
with not proving him innocent 
than proving him not guilty. I’m 
not trying to start a debate about 
whether or not Troy Davis was 
innocent. What I am trying to 
do is point out what Georgia 
has done. You can’t un-execute 
someone, and if  any court at any 
level had enough doubt to stay 
Davis’ execution not once, but 
four times, they had reason to 
stay it again. 

Prosecutors denied Davis’ 
request to take a polygraph test 
the day of  his execution, but 
why? If  the MacPhails wanted 
the truth and justice for their 
son that they always said they 

did, why wouldn’t they want to 
do everything in their power to 
find the man who actually killed 
him instead of  causing another 
potentially innocent man to die? 
MacPhail’s mother’s main argu-
ment over the last several years 
has been that “[her] son is dead, 
while [the Davis’] is still alive,” 
but an eye for an eye leaves 
everyone blind. 

This case will without a 
doubt lead to a reevaluation of  
the death penalty—people are 
already talking about it. Troy 
Davis’ life was already taken 
from him in the sense that he 
spent it away from his family 
and his loved ones; but was it 
really fair to take what he had 
left simply because he might 
have seemed guilty?

At the very least, Troy Davis’ 
life and death should, and hope-
fully will, lead us as a society 
to appreciate the value of  a per-
son’s life. We live in a country in 
which we execute people even if  
there are extreme doubts about 
their guilt. That needs to change.

Dear Georgia: I’m ashamed

HALEY PERLIS
STAFF COLUMNIST

A 
lot of hullabaloo has been 
made about the crowds at 
the Republican presidential 
debates in the past few 

weeks. In the debate two weeks ago, the 
Iowa crowd cheered when Governor 
Rick Perry said that he had absolutely 
no regrets about the number of execu-
tions in Texas during his tenure.

And most recently, on Thursday 
night, the Florida crowd audibly booed 
an openly gay soldier when he asked a 
question about the repeal of “don’t ask, 
don’t tell.”

This was incredibly disrespectful, 
especially coming from a group of  
people that would probably say, under 
normal circumstances, that they support 
the troops no matter what.

Now, both crowds were obviously 
conservative, but that doesn’t necessarily 
mean that they are so anti-gay that they 
refuse to respect the troops who happen 
to be so. I think it is much more likely 
that they got caught up in the moment.

We all know that crowds can 
generally do things that individuals 
wouldn’t. Crowd psychology is a very, 
very dangerous thing, and when people 
group together in anger, the chance of  
something embarrassing or unfortunate 
happening is much greater.

It is something that all people have 
experience with. When we are taught 
about the dangers of alcohol and drugs, 
we are told that in a group of people, the 
chances of something bad happening 
increases and bad choices are made.

There isn’t a consistent theory in the 
field of psychology about why people 
might act differently when in a large 
group of people than alone, especially 
when those actions are something they 
would be ashamed of.

And that isn’t to say that crowds can’t 
serve a good purpose. A rally atmo-
sphere can be a very good thing, after, 
say, a national tragedy or during a sports 
game. If you have ever been to an NFL 
game or a political rally, it can be fun to 
be caught up in an atmosphere where 
everyone is cheering. 

I attended a Tea Party rally last year 
in order to write a critical piece about 
the movement, but despite myself, the 
crowd managed to get to me, and I 
found myself clapping and cheering on 
occasion.

When you are in a crowd, you don’t 
think and you don’t want to. It is a time 
when you, as a human being, can turn 
off your brain for a while and just be 
excited about something.

I bring this up because over the next 
year of aggressive political campaigning, 
there are going to be a lot of rallies and 
a lot of events for political candidates 
in St. Louis—Missouri is a swing state 
after all. If Wash. U. gets a vice presi-
dential debate again, it will probably be 
surrounded by some of the most bitter, 
partisan political rhetoric most of us 
have experienced in our young lives.

I’m not saying you shouldn’t attend 
these events, and I’m not saying you 
shouldn’t campaign for what you believe 
in. Even if I’m abroad next year, I will 
still be doing absolutely everything I can 
to try and get President Obama and Sen. 
McCaskill reelected. That is just what 
I do.

But over the next year, whenever you 
are in a crowd, keep your head about 
you. Recognize when that crowd hits a 
tipping point and when the group you 
are in starts to turn nasty. Try and make 
sure that you don’t do anything that you 
wouldn’t normally do as an individual. 
Just because you are in a crowd, doesn’t 
mean that you won’t have to answer to 
your conscience afterward.

Don’t make the same mistake that the 
crowds at the Republican debates did. 
We, as a nation, are better than that. I 
know we are, and it is up to every one of  
us to prove it.

Crowd 
dynamics

DANIEL DEIBLER
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR

I
t’s right about this time of  
year when I’m very content 
with my status as a fourth-
year student. Not because 

I love studying for the LSAT or 
worrying about jobs, or applying 
to med school. Not because my 
future, one filled with responsibil-
ities and stuff, is hurtling toward 
me. No, I’m happy because I 
don’t have to move. 

I’ve had the unusual oppor-
tunity to live in off-campus 
housing since I was a sophomore. 
And right around the start of  
October, for some sophomores, 
and most juniors, is when the 
housing panic begins. You have 
to decide where you want to live 
and whom you want to live with. 
That sounds simple. It’s not. Do 
you want a two- or three-person 
apartment? Who should live in 
my actual apartment as opposed 
to the apartment across the hall? 
Can we fill an entire building? 
What if  we can’t and we get 
people we don’t know? Should 
we live on Kingsbury, Wash. 
Avenue or U. Drive? Forsyth or 

Pershing? Inevitably someone 
will get upset, you will have 
many housing meetings in which 
nothing is accomplished, but in 
the end, chances are you’ll end 
up OK. 

Getting yourselves prepared 
is just the first step. Then you 
have to deal with the chaos of  the 
realtors.  First, you have Robert’s 
Realty. If  you have been here 
for a while, you know students 
used to camp out outside of  the 
realtor’s office all night just to get 
their choice of  building. This is 
no longer the case. The process 
has changed slightly. Now you go 
to the office at your convenience 
when you have figured out your 
housing arrangements and put 
your names down on a list. The 
earlier you go, the higher you are 
on the list. Then, Robert’s Realty 
will call you to tell you that the 
leasing process is open, so you 
drag race to the office to beat out 
the other students. Much safer. If  
you’re not outdoorsy, this could 
be considered a plus.

Another option, and in 
my personal opinion, the 
most pleasant to deal with, is 
Quadrangle Housing. They are 

an independently run company 
that works in contract with the 
University. They have build-
ings on U. Drive, Kingsbury, 
Wash. Avenue, Pershing and 
several other locations. If  you 
see off-campus apartments 
with green-and-red doors and a 
diamond-shaped plaque display-

ing the house’s address, it’s a 
Quadrangle building. Quadrangle 
provides complimentary basic 
cable and Internet, and the 
apartments are kept in very good 
condition. They’ll even allow you 
to send your packages to their 

office right off  the loop on Wash. 
U.’s North Campus. Quadrangle 
operates on a lottery system, so 
if  you are planning on living with 
a big group, or really care about 
your location or a specific build-
ing, it’s a gamble. 

Then there is a smattering of  
individual property owners who 
rent out buildings to students. 
Some are pleasant. Some are 
not. It’s really just the luck of  the 
draw. Regardless of  who owns 
your building, or where you end 
up, living off  campus is a big 
change, but it’s a nice one. You 
buy your own furniture, you cook 
your own food, or, if  you don’t, 
you order a lot, and you generally 
have more freedom to do what 
you want with your living space. 
In the end, it’s also a generally 
less expensive endeavor, particu-
larly if  you avoid buying a meal 
plan. 

So to those seeking off-campus 
housing, good luck. I’ll be chill-
ing here smiling, knowing I’ll 
never have to hike a sofa up three 
flights of  stairs again.

Damn it feels good to be a senior
CHARLIE LOW
FORUM EDITOR

Right around the start 
of October, for some 

sophomores, and most 
juniors, is when the 

housing panic begins.  
You have to decide 

who you want to live 
with, and where you 

want to live.
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After suffering a tough loss to 
Wittenberg University at Francis 
Field last week, the Washington 
University football team had high 
expectations that it would rebound 
against an undefeated North Park 
University.

North Park did not allow such 
a victory to happen. The Vikings’ 
defense stood strong and led 13-10 
as Wash. U. was on its final drive. 
On second-and-15 on the 50-yard 
line, junior quarterback Adam Banks 
threw his third interception of the 
game with under a minute left to play. 

“This is one that hurts. It was a 
slugfest out there,” senior receiver 
Easton Knott said. “We played our 
hearts out, but we have to and will 
regroup during the bye week.”

The Bears’ defense did an excellent 
job by holding North Park to just 13 
points.

“North Park’s offense is pretty 
good. We handled them pretty well,” 
senior linebacker Nick Hillard said. 
Hillard had a strong game, leading 
the Bears with nine tackles and one 
sack.

The Vikings’ main focus on offense 
was their rushing game; they only 
threw three passes all day. Despite the 
Vikings’ constant ground attack, the 
Bears’ defensive line stood strong.

Wash. U. was held scoreless after 
the first quarter, trailing 3-0. However, 
early in the second quarter, junior 
quarterback Dan Burkett threw a 
5-yard touchdown pass to Knott to 
take the lead.

Knott continued to be a key player 
in the Bears’ offense, scoring for the 
fifth time in three games. He finished 
with four receptions and 124 yards.

“North Park played a great game. 
We were very confident coming into 
the game, but we have to give North 

Park credit for their play,” Knott said.
Despite only scoring 10 points, 

the Bears moved the ball well but 
couldn’t catch a spark.

In one of the rare passing plays 
of the game from North Park, quar-
terback Tyler Krebs threw a 52-yard 
pass to Sam Cochiaro to take a 10-7 
lead before the half.

Early on in the third quarter, junior 
kicker Eric Chalifour tied the game 
with a 40-yard field goal. The Vikings 
countered with 13 seconds left in the 
third quarter by kicking a decisive 
26-yard field goal to take the lead.

The fourth quarter ended score-
less, with gritty defensive stops on 
both sides. With 1:14 left in the game, 
Banks tried to lead the Bears down 
the field, either to tie or win the game. 
Starting at the Bears’ own 21, Banks 
led the team to the 50 but threw an 
interception with 46 seconds on the 
clock that ended the Bears’ hopes of  
coming back. 

The game itself went by quickly 
because of the Vikings’ constant 
ground game. The Bears were out-
possessed all four quarters, and North 
Park had the ball for 40:25. 

“The difference in the game was 
[sophomore] Mike McGovern’s two 
punt returns for touchdowns being 
called back. One of them shouldn’t 
have been called back. It changed the 
momentum of the game,” Hillard 
said. 

The game ended in a 13-10 loss 
and the Bears fell to 2-2 on the 
season. 

Wash. U. will look to bounce back 
from its loss when they face No. 20 
Wabash College in Crawfordsville, 
Ind., on Saturday, Oct. 8.

“Losing two in a row hurts, but 
we have a bye week and we have to 
get ready for Wabash during the bye 
week,” Hillard said. 
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sports

Though not always thought of  
as a major sport in the United 
States, rowing has an interna-
tional reputation for requiring 
conditioning, chemistry and 
practice.

The Washington University 
Crew is looking to live up to that 
reputation.

“Rowing is the ultimate team 
sport. You could put extremely 
fit athletes together in a boat, and 
it still might not go well,” senior 
Miranda Timonen said. “Boat 
chemistry is so important to hav-
ing a good race. Unless you’re 
racing a single (one person, no 
coxswain), it’s pretty important to 
be humble and believe your team-
mates are pulling as hard as you 
are.”

The big event on the Wash. U. 
Crew schedule this year is the 
Head of  the Charles, a two-day 
race in Boston, MA. It is the 
second largest two-day rowing 

regatta in the world and brings in 
over 300,000 spectators.

“[It] is one of  the only races 
that attracts spectators. It’s almost 
more of  a festival than just a 
race,” Timonen said. “The men 
are racing the collegiate 8+, which 
they have auto-qualified the past 
two years, and the women are 
racing the collegiate 4+. We did 
extremely well last spring in the 
4+, so we’re very excited to race 
some of  the best teams in colle-
giate rowing and hopefully put up 
some fast times this fall.”

Andy Laine, then a gradu-
ate student, founded Wash. U. 
Crew in 1985 with help from for-
mer Yale oarsman and St. Louis 
Rowing Foundation founder Karl 
Heilman. The club has prospered 
for over 25 years and looks to con-
tinue to expand.

A big step came in 2004 when 
the Boathouse was completed, 
thanks to a generous donation 
from an anonymous Washington 
University parent. The facility 
sits on the banks of  Creve Coeur 

Lake, which acts as a storage 
structure for the boats and fea-
tures a strength and conditioning 
room and locker rooms.

During the season, the team 
travels to the lake early in the 
morning for practice Monday 
through Saturday.

“We’re on the water and we 
tend to do two technique days 
every week. We do long practices 
and just go around and around the 
lake,” sophomore Sarah Legault 
said. “We’ll do medium workout 
days and harder days where we 
work on cardiovascular endurance 
and being able to move the boat. 
It’s a great workout. The fall is a 
lot of  5K [races], so we do a lot 
of  longer pieces because we have 
to go farther in regattas. In the 
spring, we do a lot more sprinting 
because they are 2K.”

Last season, the Bears finished 
19th of  50 teams in the American 
Collegiate Rowing Association’s 
(ACRA) final total points stand-
ings with 16 points overall. The 
men’s team finished in 16th place 

while the women’s team finished 
in 15th place. The women’s team 
also earned individual honors 
from the ACRA, highlighted 
by current sophomore Audrey 
Leeka’s appearance on the All-
Freshman boat. Senior Gryte 
Satas and Timonen earned places 
on the third-team All-American 
boat as well.

“Being named All-American 
was pretty exciting, but my most 
important accomplishment that 
weekend was winning nationals in 
our varsity 4+. We put in so many 
hours of  extra training, and every-
one on the team, from novices to 
parents and alumni, were so sup-
portive and excited,” Timonen 
said.

Wash. U. Crew hosted “Bring a 
Friend to Crew” day on Saturday 
to give students a taste of  the intri-
cacies of  rowing.

“[The] event was just to expose 
the rowing team to a greater popu-
lation. It served the same purpose 
as our erg racing at Big Bang or 
last spring’s Erg-a-thon—to show 

the campus population a little bit 
about what we do, since rowing 
isn’t well-known to most people,” 
Timonen said. “We also want 
people who might be interested to 
be able to come out and try it, no 
pressure. Sometimes people have 
the misconception that rowing is 
only for huge jacked guys, when 
anyone can be good at rowing.”

The crew team also conducts 
the “Rent-a-Rower” program to 
raise money for equipment and 
fees.

“‘Rent-A-Rower’ is one of  our 
fundraising programs, where peo-
ple in the St. Louis area pay us to 
do household tasks like raking, 
moving and cleaning. Since we’re 
used to carrying around expensive 
equipment, we’re very careful and 
we’re used to lifting heavy stuff, so 
we make an ideal moving crew,” 
Timonen said. 

Wash. U. Crew will travel to 
Moline, Ill., for the Quad Cities 
Classic on Oct. 8.

SAHIL PATEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Crew, coming off of strong spring season, prepares for future

TREVOR CASSON
SPORTS REPORTER

ALEX LEICHINGER
SPORTS REPORTER

Football falls short 
to North Park University

A week before entering the 
brunt of  their schedule, the 
men’s and women’s cross coun-
try teams triumphed with 
ease at the Wheaton College 
Invitational on Saturday. 

Six of  the top 10 runners in 
the men’s 8K race and five of  
the top 10 in the women’s 6K 
were Bears, including the first-
place finishers, seniors Michael 
Burnstein (25:23) and Liz 
Phillips (21:49). 

Senior Tucker Hartley 
(25:27) checked in close behind 
Burnstein. Bears also placed 
sixth, seventh and eighth with 
freshman Drew Padgett (25:54), 
freshman Ryan Senci (25:58) 
and sophomore Eliott Petterson 
(26:00). Freshman Garrett 
Patrick (26:07) rounded out the 
overall top 10. All four under-
classmen were running the first 
8K races of  their careers, accord-
ing to head coach Jeff  Stiles. 

The top four runners for the 
women after Phillips were the 
overall runner-up, senior Molly 
Wawrzyniak (21:51), the fifth-
place finisher, sophomore Sarah 
Fisher (22:05) and the eighth 
and ninth place finishers, senior 
Erica Jackey (22:33) and fresh-
man Grace Bridwell (22:36). 

“It’s a pretty low-key meet, 
but I thought we went out and 
executed really well,” Stiles said.

The men were again without 
one of  their top runners, junior 
David Hamm, who will race 
for the first time on Saturday, 
Oct.  1, at the Greater Louisville 

Classic. Freshman Lucy 
Cheadle, who is neck-and-neck 
with Phillips on the second-
ranked women’s team, rested 
a calf  injury and is expected to 
return to action in two to three 
weeks. 

“I think it was a really solid 
day for us,” eighth-place finisher 
Jackey said. “We didn’t have 
our full force out there yet due 
to some injuries and things like 
that, but it was a great course. 
We had never been to that meet 
before, and everyone on the team 
loved it.”

The women were running their 
first 6K of  the season, though 
Jackey said the course was actu-
ally a bit shorter. 

The men’s team rose from 
fourth to third in the national 
rankings in the past week, but 
Stiles called the polls “totally 
irrelevant” because of  the lack of  
elite competition the Bears have 
faced. Top-ranked North Central 
College raced in the Wheaton 
meet with what Stiles called its 
“B-team.” 

“Honestly, right now we’re 
probably not a top three team,” 
second-place finisher Hartley 
said. “I think we can be by the 
end of  the year, but right now 
we’re not where we want to be 
by the end.”

Both the men and women’s 
squads should have a better idea 
of  where they stand after the 
next two weeks. On Saturday, 
the Bears head to Louisville for 
a meet featuring many Division 
I schools. The following week-
end they will run in the Brooks 
Oshkosh Invitational against 

most of  the Division III Top 25.  
“The heart of  the season 

is really conferences, region-
als [and] nationals, but the 
way I tell them, this is kind 
of  where the season starts,” 
Stiles said. “[Beginning] next 
week the workouts get a little 
more intense, and the meets get 
better.”

Stiles believes that the Bears 
have the senior leadership nec-
essary to push them to the next 
level, with Burnstein, Hartley, 
Phillips and Wawrzyniak consis-
tently setting the pace.  

“There’s a huge amount of  
improvement needed by the end 
of  the year,” Hartley said. “But 
that being said, I think we’re on 
track to be where we want to be.”

The women’s team looks to 
continue to improve as well.

“I think we’re in a great place 
right now,” Jackey said. “At least 
since I’ve been on the team, 
this is definitely the most depth 
that we’ve ever had, which is 
really exciting. We’ve got a lot 
of  great freshmen this year, a lot 
of  upperclassmen who are just 
really coming into their own, 
every season just getting better 
and better. I was really encour-
aged, and I think we’re just going 
to get better and better from here 
on out.”

The cross country teams look 
to continue their winning ways 
in Louisville, Ky., next weekend 
at the Greater Louisville Classic.

Cross country sweeps at Wheaton 
College, awaits return of Hamm 
and Cheadle in coming weeks

Members of the men’s crew carry their equipment down the dock following a regatta last March. The club rowing teams will compete in the Quad Cities Classic on Oct. 8, in Moline, Ill.
PAUL GOEDEKE | STUDENT LIFE

Write to Sahil Patel at 
SAHIL.PATEL@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Alex Leichinger at 
ALEX.LEICHINGER@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Trevor Casson at 
TREVOR.CASSON@STUDLIFE.COM



Inside of  a small, unassum-
ing bar on Locust Street, up a 
narrow staircase and through 
a large doorway lies the heart 
of  St. Louis’ improvisational 
comedy scene. 

The Improv Shop, located in 
the performance space above the 
Tin Can Tavern & Grille at 1909 
Locust St., is working to build 
a healthy, thriving improv com-
munity in St. Louis. Since its 
inception in 2009, The Improv 
Shop has offered weekly classes 
to the public, structured in a 
five-level program, and hosts 
free comedy shows four nights 
each month.  

“St. Louis, right now, is 
just mediocre enough to go 
either way…It’s either going to 
become a little bit cooler or a 
little bit lamer. It has to move in 
some direction, and I want it to 
be a place where you can really 
come here and really learn 
improv,” said Kevin McKernan, 
the founder of  the Improv Shop. 
“Any city worth its salt should 
have a comedic voice. It just 
should.” 

McKernan, a local high 
school English teacher and St. 
Louis native, moved to Chicago 
after graduating from Indiana 
University in 2005. After liv-
ing, working and performing in 
Chicago for a few years, one of  

the country’s centers for improv 
comedy, he came back to St. 
Louis intent on eventually start-
ing a theatre and school of  his 
own.

“I just thought, ‘I love it so 
much that I want to bring the 
art somewhere where it’s not. 
Chicago improv is going to be 
fine without me,’” McKernan 
said. “There was no real scene 
that was doing full-on long-
form…and I’ve always [wanted] 
to bring longform improv to St. 
Louis.” 

With some help from Rick 
Andrews, a 2009 Washington 
University graduate and for-
mer president of  the improv 
group Suspicious of  Whistlers, 
McKernan taught the first of  
his improv classes on campus at 
night.

In just two short years, The 
Improv Shop, and the improv 
scene it has generated, has 
grown at an astounding rate. 
What started out with one 
introductory class has become a 
full-fledged community: There 
are around 60 students currently 
enrolled in classes, and a show 
on Saturday night opened to a 
packed audience. The Improv 
Shop’s Longform Nights, held 
the first and third Thursday of  
every month, are now consis-
tently full. 

“I don’t know where every-
body comes from…We haven’t 
done any major advertising, we 

haven’t paid for any advertising 
yet, we’ve just been working 
on word of  mouth, and we’ve 
arrived at a point where we have 
a full house on these Thursday 
shows. It’s just by word of  
mouth and people seeing and 
enjoying the shows,” said Andy 
Sloey, McKernan’s business 
partner and a teacher at The 
Improv Shop. “It’s amazing 
and I think it’s a testament to 
improv as an art form.” 

Sloey, another St. Louis 
native who performed and 
studied improv in Chicago, 
joined the shop in 2010. While 
St. Louis has a long history of  
improv comedy, dating back 
to Del Close’s work with the 
Compass Players (now The 
Second City) in the 1950s, it had 
essentially been absent in the 
city. In the last 10 years, improv 
was taking place in some form, 
but a strong community and a 
full longform education pro-
gram were missing.

The Improv Shop teaches 
longform improv, which focuses 
on longer, often interrelated 
scenes rather than the shorter 
scenes and games popular in 
shortform. 

“The one thing we wanted 
to do was different levels of  
a longform program, because 
that’s what we both have expo-
sure to from taking classes in 
Chicago, and that’s what the 
city was lacking at this point,” 

Sloey said. “There was a group 
of  people doing improv, but we 
really wanted to try and foster a 
really good improv community.” 

One of  McKernan’s prelimi-
nary steps in the creation of  The 
Improv Shop was reaching out 
to the Wash. U. community, a 
strong tie that remains today. 
K.A.R.L., one of  Wash. U.’s 
three improv groups, appealed 
to Student Union for funding 
in order to enroll several of  its 
members in The Improv Shop’s 
program. A number of  Wash. U. 
students not in improv groups 
are also enrolled. 

“Wash. U. was always the 
Holy Grail to me…It’s that I 
knew what it was like to be a 
passionate college improviser 
and be super into it. I felt, to 
be honest, that St. Louis hadn’t 
done enough to reach out to 
[the improv groups]. Here you 
have these people that know it,” 
McKernan said. “That’s why my 
first move was to talk to Rick 
Andrews. A city gets its arts 
from its kids.” 

The Improv Shop also has 
students from Saint Louis 
University, the University of  
Missouri–St. Louis and other 
colleges in the area.

Two members of  K.A.R.L., 
seniors Randy Brachman and 
Jed Jackoway, began taking 
courses over the summer. On 
Monday, Sept. 19, Brachman, 
Jackoway and junior Mitch 

Eagles, a Suspicious of  
Whistlers member, performed as 
“Swindlers.com” at an Improv 
Shop show. 

“We found out that [The 
Improv Shop] was essentially 
looking for walk-ins, people 
who had teams and wanted 
to play…and they [let us],” 
Brachman said. “It was fun, the 
audience was responding. I felt 
like everything I said or did just 
got tons and tons of  laughs.” 

Swindlers.com, as well as a 
number of  other groups that 
have and will come out of  
the Improv Shop’s five-level 
program, are all a part of  this 
community that McKernan and 
Sloey envisioned. Both feel, 
however, that there is still much 
room for the scene to grow and 
that they are far from finished.

The Improv Shop has been 
saving money to buy its own 
theater.

“The end goal is a sustainable 
theater space on our own that 
has a full bar, does improv seven 
nights a week [and] the people 
in the theatre that do shows are 
a family,” McKernan said. “I get 
more excited by the idea of  it, 
really, than the comedy of  it, at 
this point…it really is a com-
munity thing. The vision is in 
creating a real community that 
can sustain itself.” 
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scene

What’s wrong with a sheer 
shirt and lipstick?

Several weeks ago, The New 
York Times published an article 
detailing the disparity between 
women’s recent academic and 
professional strides and their 
continued objectification in 
various social situations. This is 
not a new debate. People have 
addressed the perceived incon-
sistency of  an intelligent woman 
who wears heels and a low-cut 
blouse since women started 
wearing pants. 

For example, just last fall, 
Duke University women were 
outraged when an invitation to 
a fraternity Halloween party 

quipped, “Whether [you’re] 
dressing up as a slutty nurse, a 
slutty doctor, a slutty schoolgirl 
or just a total slut, we invite 
you,” yet many promiscuously 
dressed girls still attended the 
event. 

The issues arise at 
Washington University too. 
Here, girls tear it up in the class-
room, but more midriffs were 
seen at the “Heaven and Hell” 
party than on any summer day 
at the Millbrook Pool. Are these 
movements away from equality? 

Growing up, a girl always 
hears that dressing a certain way 
(read: provocatively) does not 
lead to being taken seriously. 
However, no one ever questions 
a man’s ambitions or intelli-
gence if  he spends his weekend 

flirting and partying. Rarely is 
a man’s integrity jeopardized 
because of  his fashion choices 
or dancing style. It is dangerous 
to conflate appearing available 
and attractive with wanton 
sexuality.  

Feminists should not accuse 
a woman wearing a push-up bra 
of  undermining the progress 
that has been made in eradicat-
ing sexism and achieving gender 
equality. Instead, feminists 
should address the double 
standard that exists regarding 
the behaviors permitted for men 
versus women. It is mystifying 
that some believe that there is 
an implied contradiction if  a 
woman wants to wear a short 
skirt and then be taken seriously 
in an academic or professional 

setting. Maybe scrutiny should 
be directed at the individuals 
who are so distracted by the 
short skirt that they cannot 
focus in said academic or pro-
fessional setting. 

In truth, there is power in 
sexuality. Why should wearing 
makeup damage your intellect 
and acumen? Women should 
not be condemned for express-
ing their sexuality. 

The New York Times article 
also declared that men still 
make the rules outside the 
classroom, where women are 
willing to dress provocatively 
and behave without inhibition. 
Although men, particularly in 
the Greek community, provide 
the space for many social gath-
erings, they are dependent on 

whether women are interested 
in their events. The idea that 
women behave in certain ways 
purely because that is what men 
expect is boorish. Women, too, 
have the ability to make autono-
mous choices. 

I am an advocate for sophis-
tication and confidence, and I 
recognize that sexuality should 
be exercised within reason—
let’s leave some things for the 
imagination, of  course. I just 
think it is important to pause 
a moment before doubting a 
woman’s self-worth because of  
what she is wearing.

ROSA HEYMAN
SCENE COLUMNIST

Write to Rosa Heyman
ROSA.HEYMAN@STUDLIFE.COM

ALEX DROPKIN
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The Improv Shop 

Write to Alex Dropkin at 
ALEX.DROPKIN@STUDLIFE.COM

Eyes up here:
the respect women owe themselves

COLE BISHOP | STUDENT LIFE

Clockwise from left: The Tin Can regularly features shows hosted by The Improv Shop, a group that trains improv comedians in St. Louis.; Senior Jed Jackoway and junior Mitch Eagles, members of the 
improv group Swindlers.com, perform at The Tin Can bar on Sept. 19.; Senior Randy Brachman of the improv group Swindlers.com performs at The Tin Can bar.

St. Louis improv theater no laughing matter



Electronic music is not generally considered to be very pow-
erful. There’s a beat that you are supposed to dance to when it 
comes up, probably with jump-and-fist-pump combinations. 
There are few or no words, and it’s quite repetitive.

Trance music is kind of like techno. However, there are a 
few key differences. First, beats don’t drop. The beat starts 
and gets faster and faster. It’s up to your lazy butt to keep up. 
Second, it’s melodic. Third, it’s the greatest thing to happen to 
the modern era since the invention of penicillin.

I recently discovered trance music during the math-heavy 
portion of my homework. I had one song by Avicii on iTunes 
that I kept listening to on infinite repeat for these reasons: a) 
It’s a great song, and b) It was the only music that both blocked 
out the world and kept me pumped up and focused. (This is 
necessary when you’re deriving a complex set of equations.)

So I wanted a little more variation than my one song and 
decided to get an additional 91 trance songs. At that moment, 
my life changed.

If you haven’t tried trance before, it’s like taking meth and 
cocaine and drinking a cup of coffee all at once, but with none 
of the drawbacks like addiction or dilated pupils. Trance gets 
you pumped and ready for anything the world might throw in 
your direction.

Are you feeling sad? Well, you can listen to a song with a 
melody that makes you feel alive again. Did you wake up with 
a ton of energy to start the day? Listen to the same song to 
double your energy output.

If you want something angrier, the bass-heavy stuff is per-
fect. Do you prefer your music with lyrical depth? If so, well, 
you aren’t necessarily going to find anything great. But if  hip-
hop can discuss drinking Cristal in the club, trance can discuss 
the love troubles and spontaneous combustion issues of “Six 
Little Eggs.” (Seriously, check out the lyrics to the trance song, 
“Another Story Come.” It’s crazy.)

Most importantly, if  you want a way to focus, stay awake 
and remain energized about homework, this is the stuff for 
you.

If you ever pass me on campus tapping my fingers against 
my leg as I walk, I am most likely listening to trance and 
experiencing a mini-rave in my head, rocking out to some 
fantabulous music and generally having a much more calm 
and positive worldview. Trance music changed my life. It can 
do the same for you.

If you learn anything today, it should be this and only this. 
If  you are struggling in school, lost or unhappy, don’t do 
drugs—do trance instead, because a perforated eardrum is way 
better than a chemical addiction.
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In the year 2149, the world is overcrowded and overdevel-
oped, and most of the plant and animal species have gone 
extinct. The only way to save the future of the human race 
is, logically, to go back in time 85 million years, or so say the 
scientists on “Terra Nova,” an ambitious new FOX show. 
These scientists have discovered a fracture in time that makes 
it possible to construct a portal into the past, though the 
portal will only go to the time of the dinosaurs. The hope for 
sending pilgrimages of people back in time is to give civiliza-
tion a second shot to rebuild and succeed.  

“Terra Nova” follows the Shannon family as they journey 
to the Terra Nova colony as part of the 10th pilgrimage. Jim 
(Jason O’Mara), the leader of the family, faces complica-
tions due to his troubled past. Elizabeth (Shelley Conn) is 
Jim’s wife and a recruit to Terra Nova’s medical team. Josh 
(Landon Liboiron) is their 17-year-old son who is unsure 
about leaving all he knows behind, and Maddy (Naomi 
Scott) is their 15-year-old daughter who looks forward to the 
chance to reinvent herself in Terra Nova. Finally, Zoe (Alana 
Mansour), the 5-year-old daughter, rounds out the family. In 
an intriguing side plot, problems arise for the Shannons due 
to the rule in 2149 that families may have no more than two 
children.      

While there are dinosaurs, the not-yet-extinct animals 
merely serve as one form of danger to the colony, a fact made 
clear by Commander Nathaniel Taylor (Stephen Lang), the 
first pioneer and leader of the settlement. More threatening 
may be the internal danger brewing from both the clashing 
notions of how best to save mankind and the potential forces 
intent on destroying this new civilization. Nonetheless, this is 
a Stephen Spielberg project, so dinosaurs do end up playing a 
rather large part, at least in the pilot.

FOX has executed a lot of marketing strategies to pump up 
awareness for “Terra Nova” and give fans an opportunity to 
better understand the world of Terra Nova. On their website, 
visitors may check out the “Countdown to Terra Nova,” 
which had new scripted prequel content posted everyday 
until tonight’s premiere. This prequel content acts as a way 
for viewers to familiarize themselves with the characters and 
their individual back-stories.  

With the combination of on-location shooting in Australia 
and the CGI special effects, this is not a cheap show to pro-
duce. Though ambitious in scope, the range of characters and 
multiple plotlines in “Terra Nova” make the show appealing 
to a broad audience. Because of the visibility the show has 
received leading up to its two-hour premiere tonight, the real 
question is: Will viewers come back for the second episode, 
the third episode and beyond?

In the highly anticipated season-five opener, “Gossip 
Girl” takes us somewhere it never has before: California. 
That’s right; the primetime soap known for showcasing 
the trials and tribulations of  “Manhattan’s elite” is moving 
across the country, at least temporarily. The show will 
follow Serena as she begins her new life in Hollywood, 
away from all of  the drama that comes with living in the 
Big Apple. Good plan, right? Well, it doesn’t quite work 
for Serena, as her two ex-lovers between whom she should 
have chosen (but never did) follow her out west. Will 
“Gossip Girl” be able to survive this stark difference in 
location and its corresponding attitude?

Last season left diehard viewers in suspense: Is Blair 
pregnant? If  she is, who’s the father? Is it her prince charm-
ing, Louis Grimaldi (an actual prince), or is it her one true 
love slash psycho ex-boyfriend, Chuck Bass? Or, as some 
conspiracy theorists (aka overly obsessed adolescent girls) 
might remember, she and Dan were a bit chummy last 
season. The premiere will probably answer some of  these 
questions while leaving many more unanswered.

Unfortunately for viewers who have been fans since 
the beginning, Jessica Szohr (Vanessa Abrams) and St. 
Louis-native Taylor Momsen (Jenny Humphrey) are not 

returning as regulars this season. Instead, Kaylee DeFer 
is returning as Charlie Rhodes, or should I say Ivy? Her 
mysterious phone call to Florida left us not knowing what 
to believe. No matter what her background actually is, she 
is sure to stir up trouble within the van der Woodsen clan.

In the first episode, fans can look forward to a guest 
appearance by Elizabeth Hurley, who is rumored to be 
doing what all true gossip girls do: manipulate. In pre-
views, she has been introducing herself  as Diana Payne. 
Hurley is sure to add a bit of  action to the East Coast kids’ 
lives.

Dan aficionados should not be afraid, as his life is still 
an integral part of  the show’s plot. After spending his lazy 
summer in the Hamptons accompanied by Eric, Dan will 
travel to the West Coast with Nate. This season, we will 
watch as he deals with the aftermath of  Vanessa’s attempt 
to publish his manuscript. Viewers will also get to see the 
negative repercussions that result from our characters’ 
favorite activity: gossip.

To stay up-to-date on everyone’s favorite prep-school 
graduates and their homebound parents (literally—Lily van 
der Woodsen is under house arrest, and her doting husband 
Rufus would not dare leave her), tune in to the CW on 
Monday, Sept. 26 at 8:00 p.m.

ELENA BELL
CADENZA REPORTER

Write to Elena Bell at 
ELENA.BELL@STUDLIFE.COM

‘Gossip Girl’
when Monday, 8 p.m.

channel CW

TV PREVIEW

‘Terra Nova’
when Monday, 7 p.m.

channel FOX

TV PREVIEW
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COURTESY OF THE CW 

 COURTESY OF BROOK RUSHTON | FOX | MCT

In Defense of: trance music
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ACROSS
1 Its median score

is 100
7 Weapon for Tyson

11 Christmas choice
14 Former drug giant
15 Sans employment
16 Enjoyed hors

d’oeuvres, say
17 *Title role in the

2009 Tony winner
for Best Musical

19 Drop off briefly
20 Shoe with a

swoosh logo
21 Tex-Mex snack
22 M-16, e.g.
24 *Advantage of

some military
goggles

26 Bottlenecks
30 Not hard to grasp
31 Plaza Hotel imp
32 Write quickly
33 Sports car roof

option
36 SkyMiles airline
37 Make, as a

sandwich
38 Ethiopia’s Selassie
39 Like flannel and

fleece
40 Creepy-crawly
41 Tiered Asian

temple
42 Butterfly’s perch
44 Noble headpiece
45 *Freetown is its

capital
48 Response to a

dare
49 __ II razor
50 Actor Morales
54 Film buff’s

channel
55 “That’s exactly

how I feel” ... or
what each
starred clue’s first
word can do?

58 Stat for Ryan
Howard

59 Having the knack
60 Tough leather
61 Subj. that helps

people assimilate
62 Niggling things
63 “Enough

already!”

DOWN
1 Publisher’s ID
2 Royally named

liner, briefly

3 Heart-to-heart
4 Gardner of

mysteries
5 Shrewd
6 When strokes

begin to count
7 Rip off
8 Couch potato’s

fixation
9 Pavement

warning
10 Game with

tumbling blocks
11 *Unauthorized

stories written by
devotees

12 Author Calvino
13 Confine again, as

swine
18 Trails
23 “Did we get the

bid?”
24 Orion Mars

mission gp.
25 Acid container
26 Some arena

displays, briefly
27 Bar from a dairy

case
28 *Pro shop

freebie
29 Pre-speech

obstacle
32 St. Patrick’s Day

dance

34 Ye __ Shoppe
35 Bog fuel
37 Big name in

online poker
38 March __: Carroll

character
40 Sound at a

shearing
41 Stormy weather

gear
43 USC athlete
44 Cold weather

wear

45 Give the creeps
46 Sonnet line

fivesome
47 Maritime birds
50 Footsteps-in-an-

empty-hallway
sound

51 Blunder
52 BMW rival
53 “Yeah, sure!”
56 Shizuoka sash
57 Phone no.

addition

Thursday’s Puzzle Solved
By Julian Lim

(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
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Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
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square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
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the Green Labs website that allows repre-
sentatives to create an energy reduction 
plan for their lab.

In addition to charting and controlling 
energy usage, the labs are also implement-
ing more recycling practices.

Many students are supportive of  the 
effort.

 “I think most people in the lab have wel-
comed it in a big way,” junior Siddharth 
Krishnan, who works in the Advanced 
Combustion and Energy Laboratory, said. 
“People definitely make it a point to take 
that extra effort to turn things off.”

Other students also supported the initia-
tive, but noted that labs will inherently use 
large amounts of  electricity.

“It’s sometimes tough because quite 
a bit of  the equipment in here is energy 
intensive,” Craig Johnson, a Ph.D. stu-
dent, said. “[However,] I try to use as little 
energy as I can.”

Write to Emily Sybrant at 
EMILY.SYBRANT@STUDLIFE.COM

BRAUER FROM PAGE 1

Write to Chloe Rosenberg at 
CHLOE.ROSENBERG@STUDLIFE.COM

GREEN HALL 
FROM PAGE 1

coming together to collaborate and exchange 
information like never before. Methods from 
one discipline are becoming part of  enabling 
other disciplines…Green Hall is making 
that integration of  disciplines a reality at 
Washington University,” Quatrano said.

The new building has room for 17 labs 
and 150 classroom seats. It was designed to 
be certified LEED Gold.

“We’re all here to celebrate a great build-
ing, but it’s what is done in that building that 
will truly make a difference,” Wrighton said.

The building is named for the late Preston 
M. Green, a graduate of  the University’s 
engineering school and former president 
of  Southwest Steel. The Preston M. Green 
Charitable Foundation donated $5 million 
to the University towards the construction 
of  the new building.

PANEL: IS SHARIA LAW CONSTITUTIONAL? 

Students crowd into DUC 234 on Thursday evening for “The Sharia Problem: Is Islamic Law Constitutional?”—a debate held by the Muslim Student 
Association, WU Political Review and Controversy N’ Coffee.

GENEVIEVE HAY | STUDENT LIFE

Dr. John Bowen sits on a panel about Islamic law on Thursday evening. The debate was organized by the Muslim Students Association, WU Political 
Review and Controversy N’ Coffee.

GENEVIEVE HAY | STUDENT LIFE
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