
Washington University received 
a top rating in the LGBT-Friendly 
Campus Climate Index for the sec-
ond year in a row.

The Index is intended to set a 
standard for improving the quality 
of  life for LGBT students at college 
campuses across the country. It 
assesses campuses’ LGBT-friendly 
policies, programs and practices 
and rates schools on a five-star 
scale.

This year, nearly 300 schools par-
ticipated in the survey. Washington 
University was one of  33 colleges 
to score a perfect five-star overall 
rating. 

On the specific LGBT-friendly 
inclusion factors, the school scored 
five stars on student life, hous-
ing, campus safety, counseling & 
health, and recruitment and reten-
tion efforts.

Campus Pride publishes the 
Index every year. According to 
its website, it is the only national 

nonprofit organization focused on 
helping student leaders and cam-
pus groups to create a safer college 
environment for LGBT students.

The organization sends the sur-
vey out to schools, which then 
have the opportunity to respond. 
Saida Bonifield, coordinator for 
LGBT Student Involvement and 
Leadership, filled out the survey 
for the University.

“It’s something we do annually,” 
Bonifield said. “The questions are 
public for anyone to see…it’s an 
easy way to gauge campus climate 
for the different universities.”

Both co-presidents of  the Pride 
Alliance, a student group that aims 
to provide a dynamic community 
for LGBT students and allies, sup-
ported the rating but noted that 
there is still progress to be made.

“The rating is a good sign we 
are moving in the right direction, 
but the top rating doesn’t mean 
Wash. U. is perfect, and many 
aspects can still be improved,” said 
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Community remembers McLeod as heart of University

SEE LGBT, PAGE 3

Campus earns high marks 
in LGBT friendliness
WEI-YIN KO
NEWS EDITOR

James McLeod, the vice chan-
cellor for students and dean of  the 
College of  Arts & Sciences, passed 
away Tuesday due to kidney failure, 

a complication of  a two-year battle 
with cancer.

McLeod, 67, has been a part of  
the Washington University com-
munity since 1974, and was named 
dean of  the College of  Arts & 
Sciences.

“I think he is going to be one of  

the most revered figures in the his-
tory of  Washington University. I 
would say that for everybody who 
has come to have the opportunity 
as I have to work closely with him, 
we all regard him as a role model 
and a mentor,” Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton said.

Hundreds of  Washington 
University students, alumni, faculty, 
administrators and members of  the 
St. Louis community gathered in 
Brookings Quadrangle on Tuesday 
night at a candlelight vigil to com-
memorate McLeod’s passing.   

Members of  the Washington 

University community, including 
Chancellor Wrighton, Ervin schol-
ars and others who knew McLeod 
spoke at the vigil.

In 2010, a scholarship was set up 
in McLeod’s name to be given to 

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton speaks at an impromptu vigil honoring the life of the late James E. McLeod on Tuesday night. McLeod, the vice chancellor for students and dean of the College of Arts & Sci-
ences, passed away Tuesday after a two-year battle with lung cancer.

MICHELLE MERLIN 
& CHLOE ROSENBERG
STUDENT LIFE EDITORS

SEE MCLEOD, PAGE 3

Dean James E. McLeod played 
a vital role on the Washington 
University campus for nearly four 
decades, bringing the community 
together and inspiring people to 
believe in themselves. He died on 
Tuesday, Sept. 6, after a two-year 
battle with cancer. 

McLeod, 67, first joined 
Washington University as a 
German professor in 1974. In his 
37 years serving the University 
community, he held many posi-
tions including assistant dean 
of  the Graduate School of  Arts 
& Sciences, assistant to then-
Chancellor William H. Danforth, 
and director of  the African 
and African-American Studies 
Program. At the time of  his death, 
he served as dean of  the College of  
Arts & Sciences and vice chancel-
lor for students.

During his tenure at the 
University, McLeod made innu-
merable contributions to the lives 

of  his students, 
peers and associates. 

“He is going to be remem-
bered for a long time. He has 
transformed the lives of  many 
students, interacted with them 

individually, helped them on 
their way as an advisor. I think 
he is going to be one of  the most 

McLeod, 67, has long-lasting 
legacy at Wash. U.
CHLOE ROSENBERG
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SEE LEGACY, PAGE 9
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The night of  Rock the Row was 
unusually quiet this year.

Interfraternity Council (IFC) 
advised the fraternities not to hold any 
evening events after Rock the Row on 
Monday. The annual event marks the 
opening of  Greek Life on campus to 
new students.

In past years, the night of  Rock 
the Row has been an active night on 
Fraternity Row, allowing freshmen 
their first access to parties held at the 
fraternity houses.

This year, after an informal meeting 
of  the Interfraternity Council, the gov-
erning and coordinating body of  all 12 
fraternities, members of  the council 
sent emails reminding the fraternities 
that there were no registered parties 
and advising them not to host parties.

According to IFC Internal Vice 
President, Jeff  Shevach, the deci-
sion not to hold events on Monday 
night was made based on several fac-
tors, including the beginning of  the 
fall recruitment period. IFC decided 
it would be in the best interest of  the 
fraternities not to hold events Monday 
night.

“Certainly fraternities are being 
a little more cautious because right 
now we are going through fall recruit-
ment, so you don’t want any sanctions 
to hinder your recruiting process and 
maybe not get a fall pledge class. So 
maybe they were being a little more 
cautious on that end. But we weren’t 
telling them explicitly ‘Don’t have any 
events,’” he said.

IFC President Eric Salzberg, a 
senior, said the email was entirely 
motivated by concern for the safety of  
students.

“We have registered parties for 
safety. We have B&D there for safety 

reasons. Rock the Row is externally 
perceived to be a day where unreg-
istered social events might occur,” 
Salzberg said. “Any time a fraternity 
has had an unregistered social event 
that has been broken up it has gone 
through our formal standards process.”

Some freshmen felt that they were 
missing out on a college experience 
and an opportunity to bond with fra-
ternity members.

“I was looking forward to it. I’m 
thinking about going Greek so it 
would have been a nice introduction,” 
freshman Jordan Nick said.

Other freshmen were less concerned.
“We have a whole year to go [to the 

frats],” Aubrey Richards said.
David Wallace, the coordinator for 

Greek housing, thinks that keeping 
the unregistered parties at a mini-
mum will help enhance the Greek Life 
community.

“I’ve had several leaders of  the past 
couple years get really frustrated by the 
fact that people knock on the door and 
demand entry to a place carved out for 
members,” Wallace said. “The frater-
nities are not the place that should be 
designated as freshmen taverns.”

This coming weekend will be the 
first opportunity for any of  the frater-
nity houses to register a party. They 
are each required to hold one regis-
tered, open house event each semester.

With additional reporting by Emily 
Sybrant.

2 STUDENT LIFE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2011

THURSDAY 8
PARTLY CLOUDY
76 / 60

FRIDAY 9
SCATTERED T-STORMS
76 / 60

SATURDAY 10
ISOLATED T-STORMS
78 / 60

SUNDAY 11
ISOLATED T-STORMS
83 / 60theflipside

September 1
Larceny—At 2:04 p.m., Parking & 
Transportation reported signs and 
barricades missing from the campus after 
move-in. Loss $500. Disposition: Pending.

September 2
Damaged property—At 11:47 p.m., in 
TKE fraternity house #4, person(s) unknown 
broke the basement window by means 
unknown. Disposition: Pending.

September 4
Larceny—At 7:28 p.m., in Umrath House, 
the complainant’s iPhone was stolen from 
the common area of Umrath Dorm. Value 
$200. Disposition: Pending. 

September 6
Larceny—At 7:33 p.m., by Millbrook 3, a 
complainant reported her bicycle stolen 
between 9 p.m. on Sept. 3 to 7:15 p.m. on 
Sept. 6. Loss $183. Disposition: Pending.

THURSDAY 8
Holocaust Exhibit
School of Medicine, Moore Auditorium, 4 p.m.
Traveling exhibit from the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, featuring Eva Mozes 
Kor, a survivor of Dr. Josef Mengele’s genetic 
experiments. Free and open to the public.

YouthBridge SEIC/Olin Cup Kickoff
Simon Hall, May Auditorium, 5:30 p.m.
Come to the Olin Cup for commercial ventures 
and the YouthBridge Social Enterprise and 
Innovation (SEIC) for social ventures kickoff 
event to be inspired and to connect with other 
entrepreneurs.

FRIDAY 9
Volleyball Game
Field House, 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
ASICS National Invitational games versus Ohio 
Northern U. and Carthage College.

First 40 Days—First Floor Dinner
Bear’s Den and DUC, 6 to 8 p.m.
Join your new friends at Wash. U. for your 
first floor dinner, and enjoy the tastes of St. 
Louis! Open only to new students.

First 40 Days—The Big Bang
St. Louis Science Center, 8 to 11 p.m.
Enjoy your very own all-class party at the St. 
Louis Science Center! It will include Omnimax 
movies, Planetarium shows and student-led 
activities and performances.

SATURDAY 10
Football Tailgate Party
DUC Courtyard, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Come enjoy grilled food and activities—
precedes the 1 p.m. game against Rhodes 
College.

SUNDAY 11
9/11 Memorial Event
Edison Theater, Mallinckrodt Center, 1 p.m.
The event will feature faculty speakers, 
including political science professor William 
Lowry and Chancellor Mark Wrighton. An 
international perspective will be shared by 
Siddharth Krishnan, a student who was living 
abroad at the time; performances from Wash. 
U. a cappella groups; poetry readings by 
members of WUSLam Poetry; concluding with 
a short vigil led by Rabbi Hershey Novack, 
member of the campus Interfaith Ministries. 
Refreshments follow.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“I think he is going to be 

one of the most revered 

figures in the history of 

Washington University. 

I would say that for 

everybody who has come 

to have the opportunity as 

I have to work closely with 

him, we all regard him as a 

role model and a mentor.” 

-Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
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Student recovering after near-fatal injury 
abroad

Hannah Kaplan is on the road to recovery 
after falling from the second story of a Chilean 
hostel three months ago while studying abroad.

Kaplan, a junior in the College of Arts 
& Sciences, was on a weekend excursion to 
Valparaiso with three friends when she leaned 
back onto a metal guardrail on the windowsill 
of her hostel and it gave way behind her. She 
broke several bones and sustained traumatic 
brain injuries that left her unconscious for 
weeks.

After undergoing two brain surgeries in 
Chile, Kaplan was airlifted back home to 
Evanston, Ill., where she began her recovery 
process.

Since then, Kaplan’s condition has improved 
significantly, according to her parents, Mark 
and Cheryl. She still has trouble with swal-
lowing food and with her short-term memory, 
but she can walk on her own and speak. She 
is receiving regular speech, occupational and 
physical therapy. 

Her parents said that it will take up to two 
years to gauge the level of her recovery, but they 
are optimistic about her future. 

The University responded quickly to 
Kaplan’s accident. Evelyn Vitagliano, Resident 
Director of the Chile program arrived at 
the hospital within hours of Kaplan being 
admitted. 

The next day, Dr. Amy Suelzer, the Assistant 
Director of International and Area Studies, 

flew to Chile to provide further assistance. 
Her fluency in Spanish allowed her to assist 
Kaplan’s family in communicating with the 
local hospital as well as the insurance company, 
Kaplan’s parents said.

On Monday morning, two days after the 
accident, the University called a meeting with 
members from Overseas Programs, WUPD, 
the University’s crisis response team and insur-
ance office and representatives from the College 
of Arts & Sciences, according to Dr. Suelzer. 

“Some universities might have washed their 
hands of this problem, but [Wash. U.] really 
held our hands through this and we’re very 
grateful for that kind of support and under-
standing,” Cheryl said.

The University also provided outreach to the 
Greek community as well as other communi-
ties in which Kaplan was involved.

Kaplan is a psychology and Spanish double 
major and hopes to go into teaching. She is a 
runner, a member of the Delta Gamma soror-
ity and was involved in Relay for Life. 

She is currently on a medical leave of  
absence from the University and hopes to con-
tinue her studies.

“[Hannah] is one of the most positive people 
that I know and has the ability to see the good 
in every situation,” said Julie Kennedy, a friend 
who was with Kaplan when she fell. “She is 
a huge people person…and great at bringing 
people together. There were 21 of us abroad, 
and we knew maybe a third of them going 
into it. She made a strong effort to get to know 

everyone.”
Kaplan and her friends found the hostel 

through student travel sites. It turns out it was 
unlicensed and had numerous health and safety 
violations. Since the accident, the Kaplans have 
taken actions to have the hostel closed down. 

Despite the accident, the Kaplans say that 
the Chile program was a wonderful experience 
for their daughter and that they would not dis-
courage anyone from attending the program in 
the future. But they encourage students to be 
careful about where they stay while traveling. 

“Until the accident happened, Hannah’s 
time in Chile was probably the happiest and 
most rewarding time of her life. She enjoyed 
her studies, adored her host family and made 
huge improvements in language,” Mark said. 
“It was one of those senseless tragedies that 
happened.”

In a statement to Student Life, Dr. Suelzer 
voiced the University’s regret at what hap-
pened and thanked the community for its 
responsiveness.

“We were deeply saddened by the accident 
that took place in Chile, and have expressed 
our sincerest concerns to our students and their 
families.  We are also thankful to the university 
community for its tremendous outreach and 
support during this very difficult time,” she 
wrote.

JENNIFER WEI
STAFF REPORTER

Write to Jennifer Wei at 
JENNIFER.WEI@STUDLIFE.COM

students who exhibit the qualities he 
prized most highly: leadership, academic 
achievement, commitment to serving others 
and integrity. He was also the director of  the 
Ervin Scholars Program.

A Facebook page entitled the “Dean 
James E. McLeod Remembrance Page” was 
created shortly after his death. It features 
personal memories written by his students 
and friends. At press time, more than 2,500 
people had “liked” it. 

The University is planning a formal 
memorial service for McLeod on Sunday, 
Oct. 9 at 1:30 p.m. in the Athletic Complex 
Field House.

This week’s Jazz at Holmes will be dedi-
cated to McLeod.

“Washington University has lost one of  
its great leaders and he is going to be deeply 
missed. He will be long remembered,” 
Wrighton said.

MCLEOD FROM PAGE 1
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Y
ou can do anything. 
Never underestimate 
yourself. That is what 
Dean of  the College 

of  Arts and Sciences and Vice 
Chancellor for Students James 
Earl McLeod tried to teach every 
student that he came into contact 
with.

Whenever he met a student, 
McLeod would always go out 
of  his way to learn about him or 
her. When families visited cam-
pus, he gave his personal number 
to parents, with a promise that 
he would answer any questions. 
McLeod cared about every 
person he met, learned their 
interests and dreams, and then 

inspired them to go out and do 
good in the world.

He could make you believe you 
could save the world by bedtime. 
He could make you think that 
you could accomplish anything 
you set your mind to, no matter 
how difficult and impossible the 
prospect seemed at the moment.

The reason McLeod could 
make you feel that way is because 
he could actually do those things. 
He could, regardless of  his 
schedule, help any students with 
just about anything they needed 
and more. 

Countless policies and 
programs that have shaped the 
very essence of  Washington 

University were the product of  
McLeod’s genius. He created 
the Ervin Scholars program for 
students committed to service, 
he urged Residential Life to 
know each student “by name and 
story.” That our University can 
function with him gone seems 
nearly impossible to imagine. 

He did more than probably any 
other administrator to promote 
diversity on this campus and 
create a place of  tolerance and 
acceptance in which any person 
could feel welcome. McLeod was 
able to seek out those in need, 
offer help and follow through. 

Most of  all, he was, probably 
more than any other person at 

this University, a gentleman: a 
man of  empathy and compassion 
who did all he could to make 
sure that all who came into con-
tact with him felt as though he 
had their backs, no matter what. 
A man who attended the Ervin 
Scholars weekend, despite a body 
inflicted with cancer, and the tir-
ing treatments that go with it.

He said, when interviewed 
by Student Life in 2005, that 
the thing he was most proud 
of  was “reasonable progress at 
being a decent human being”. 
Undoubtedly, he made more than 
just “reasonable progress”. 

The University will miss him. 
Our community will miss him. 

Those of  us who never had the 
opportunity to meet him will do 
our best to miss him, and regret 
that missed opportunity.

Regardless of  how well you 
knew James McLeod, take to 
heart his messages and how he 
tried to live his life. Here was a 
man that we all can, and should, 
look up to, that we can all try 
to be. A man whose worldview 
should inform upon our own. A 
good man, a gentleman. A man 
who can continue to teach us, 
even though he has passed.

Remember Dean McLeod, and 
try to live by his example. 
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T
he Internet is great 
(really, really great), 
and it contains what 
might as well be an 

infinite supply of  news and 
entertainment. Social media 
makes us feel like our preschool 
friends aren’t completely gone 
from our lives. Review aggre-
gators tell us which movies to 
watch. The presence of  newspa-
pers online means that we can 
be privy to every trivial world 
development hours or minutes 
after it happens.

I interned for the government 
last summer, and while I was 
initially given large amounts of  
theoretically important work, 
in the last couple of  weeks, my 
assignments dried up. On a good 
day, I’d be asked to set up a 
conference room or take inven-
tory. More often than not, once I 
finished delivering papers in the 
morning, I’d be done for the day. 
In response to my requests for 
work, my bosses would tell me to 
sit tight.

Fortunately, I had been 
equipped with a laptop, and I 
was able to whittle away the 
hours parked on Facebook and 
reddit. This was all well and 
good at work, but I did the same 
thing at home. When I took 
classes over the summer, when 
I wasn’t out or in class, I was 
doing exactly the same thing, 
though the lack of  a supervisor 
meant Hulu was also thrown in 

to mix it up.  
I had, I realize now, lost the 

ability to entertain myself  not 
plugged into something, and had 
the quaint idea of  reading not 
been given to me as an alterna-
tive to the internet, I might not 
have recovered it.

I don’t think I’m alone in 
this. Earlier in the summer, a 
few friends of  mine conveyed a 
similar message, lamenting how 
they could no longer read a book 
for hours on end and look up to 
find it was dark out. A lot of  us, 
it seems, fill up our downtime 
with mindless, intellect-dulling 
entertainment.

We don’t have to. I made the 
conscious decision to cut the 
Internet—with the exception of  
occasional checking of  email, 
Facebook and news—out of  
my life three weeks ago. The 
first day, I read “The Sun Also 
Rises.” In the next few days, I 
read the complete short stories 
of  Ernest Hemingway. I would 
be surprised if  my total daily 
time online exceeds half  an hour.

I’m amazed at how much 
fuller my life feels. When I’m 
alone in my free time, I’m not 
reading Internet comics or hav-
ing empty IM conversations with 
people I don’t care enough about 
to see in person. I’m reading. I’m 
expanding my mind. There’s a 
reason my vocabulary is the size 
it is today, and it’s not because 
I spent my afternoons as a child 
giggling at pictures of  cats.

I’m not saying that everyone 
should give up the Internet for 

books; that’s just one of  the 
many options available. Take 
a walk (the weather’s beauti-
ful, but not for long), learn 
an instrument, knit, do just 
about anything else, and you’ll 

have put your time to better 
use.   

There’s so much to be done 
and experienced in the world, 
but it will all pass you by if  you, 
like I used to, spend hours every 

day staring at the dim glow of  
your computer monitor.

Is the internet really that great?
MATTHEW CURTIS
FORUM COLUMNIST

Matthew Curtis is a junior in Arts & 
Sciences. Write to Matthew Curtis at 
MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.
COM

HANNA XU | STUDENT LIFE

Live and lead by McLeod’s example

L
ast year, as a junior, I 
spent countless hours 
pondering a single ques-
tion: Should I submit 

myself to months of late nights in 
the library and reading old books, 
working until it killed me, just to put 
two (or three) little Latin words on 
my resume? Was it worth it to write 
an honors thesis?

After spending months with 
my dilemma, I eventually decided 
against it. I want to go to law school 
next year, and it would probably 
hurt my chances of getting in. It 
came down to practical consid-
erations. Because I’m taking the 
LSAT in October, I wouldn’t have 
had time to spend my summer 
both studying and researching. I’m 

extremely disappointed that I won’t 
be receiving Latin honors upon 
graduation, and quite honestly, I 
think it sucks.

I’ve been on the Dean’s List 
every semester except for the one 
in which my grandma died at a 
crucial time in the semester. I’m 
not trying to brag; I’m just trying to 
show that I’ve worked really hard at 
this school. If  I went to Yale, Duke, 
Brown, University of Pennsylvania, 
Vanderbilt or a host of other 
similarly-ranked schools, I would 
be receiving Latin honors without 
writing a thesis. Those schools only 
consider GPA when awarding these 
honors.

The cum laude distinction 
should reflect a student’s entire 
college academic career, not just 
the completion of a project that 
turns the senior year into a waking 

nightmare. I concede that students 
are only eligible to write a thesis if  
they have a certain GPA at the end 
of their junior year, but it’s really the 
thesis that matters. 

I’ll admit that I’m not really that 
passionate about doing original 
research. That’s why I’m going to 
law school instead of getting my 
Ph.D. My major, history, has one of  
the longest thesis page requirements 
of any department: a minimum of  
75. While this may seem extreme 
to the underclassman who has yet 
to think about theses, it is far more 
manageable than what some of  
the natural science and social sci-
ence departments require: original 
experiments. A physics major friend 
said that because he hasn’t been 
conducting experiments since his 
freshmen year, he would never be 
able to conduct enough research to 

do a thesis and is thus abstaining 
from the process. 

Why does the University require 
honors-eligible students to write 
theses when so many other colleges 
don’t? I’m not sure, but I wouldn’t 
be surprised if  they did it just to 
be able to brag about how strong 
of a research university Wash. U. 
is. Here’s the thing, though: For 
both of my majors, I am required 
to complete a capstone project that 
requires a significant amount of  
original research. Even without 
writing a thesis, I will be spending 
many hours searching through pri-
mary sources to create an original 
argument. The smaller scale of the 
both projects will expose me to the 
research project while still keeping 
me sane. Isn’t that enough? 

In order to receive Latin hon-
ors in chemistry at Wash. U., the 

department just asks students to 
complete an extra six credits of  
advanced coursework, in addition 
to having the minimum GPA. They 
get this esteemed distinction by tak-
ing two more classes. I would gladly 
do the same and expose myself to 
another topic that I may never get 
the chance to learn about again. 
The point of a liberal arts educa-
tion is to learn as much as you can 
on a variety of topics. I should not 
be penalized for wanting to spread 
my knowledge in my final year of  
school rather than writing a thesis 
and only focusing on one idea for 
the entire year. Wash. U. should fol-
low in the footsteps of many other 
schools and make GPA the sole 
requirement for Latin honors. 

  

GPA is all I need
ANDIE HUTNER
FORUM COLUMNIST

Andie Hutner is a senior in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to Andie Hunter at 
ANDIE.HUTNER@STUDLIFE.COM
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thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down to spotty wireless 
service. Wasn’t this supposed to 
be fixed already?

Thumbs down to unappetizing 
food at the senior convocation 
BBQ.

Thumbs down to having to wait 
in 105 degree weather for tickets 
to John Oliver’s show.

Thumbs up to two amazing Wash 
U. varsity soccer teams. The 
men are ranked No. 7, while the 
women broke in at No. 19. 

Thumbs up to a great LGBT ac-
ceptance rating. We’re glad to 
have such a tolerant and accept-
ing campus

Thumbs up for the great show 
that John Oliver put on.

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n
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A 
new form of  digital 
peer-to-peer currency 
has quickly gained 
traction on the 

Internet. It is “Bitcoins,” a form of  
money that exists wholly in cyber-
space, with no centralized issuing 
authority. 

Like most standard curren-
cies, Bitcoins operates through 
an exchange and can be used 
wherever the currency is deemed 
legitimate. However, unlike most 
standard currencies, Bitcoin 
transactions are anonymous and 
encrypted and can be used solely 
over the Internet for the exchange 
of  goods and services. The transac-
tions involving Bitcoins, while 
comparatively few in number, have 
exponentially increased in the 
past several months. However, the 
technology is plagued by a lack of  

stability, security and liquidity, and 
the currency is still in its infancy.

Although debates rage over 
the practicality of  Bitcoins, it’s 
unlikely that virtual currency will 
ever go mainstream or feasibly 
replace “hard” currency. But the 
emphasis on large-scale feasibil-
ity misses the forest for the trees. 
Currently, several websites such as 
Wikileaks accept Bitcoin dona-
tions, but aside from these niche 
uses, Bitcoins are largely used to 
facilitate encrypted, legally dubi-
ous transactions over the Internet. 
Virtual currency thus occupies 
a quasi-legal status similar to 
Napster: a legal technology being 
implemented primarily for the use 
of  illegal activity. 

In this light, Bitcoins have much 
more relevance in the ever-shifting 
field of  Internet piracy. Law 
enforcement officials are currently 
frustrated by the currency’s exis-
tence, since transactions involving 

Bitcoins are impossible to trace to 
individual users, and accordingly, 
Bitcoins represent an expansion 
in Internet piracy. Users can now 
not only anonymously violate 
copyright infringement but also 
can anonymously traffic drugs and 
other contraband online. 

Online currency is thus symp-
tomatic of  a larger phenomenon: 
the ability of  individuals to mask 
themselves over the Internet. 
While in the past, online transac-
tions were limited to credit or debit 
card purchases and thus traceable 
by law enforcement, the nature of  
Bitcoins permit only the transac-
tions—and not the identity of  the 
users involved—to be published 
publically.

This shift completely changes 
the character of  online piracy. 
Previously, online piracy was 
marked by the free exchange of  
copyrighted materials, largely 
uploaded by volunteers for the 

sake of  spreading information and 
content over the web. Piracy thus 
largely remained “grassroots,” so 
to speak. However, the introduc-
tion of  Bitcoins, coupled with the 
rise of  illegal online transactions, 
adds a monetary element into 
the mix. Now, there is a distinct 
financial incentive to engage in 
illegal activity on the Internet, and 
specifically, a distinct financial 
incentive to organize. Is it only a 
matter of  time before we begin to 
see online drug cartels?

Internet piracy, in the form 
of  copyright infringement, is 
relatively benign. The producers 
of  copyrighted media lose out 
financially, but nobody besides the 
individual consumer is monetarily 
better off. Yet the new forms of  
piracy that are proliferating on the 
Internet are far more dangerous. 
Any time big money is involved, 
the threat of  violence invariably 
looms close. 

Currently, such a threat is a bit 
off  into the distance, as statistical 
methods currently used by law 
enforcement officials would make 
any large-scale transactions easily 
traceable. But this only applies to 
the status quo. If  Bitcoins do not 
find a way to make such transac-
tions possible while maintaining 
anonymity, another virtual cur-
rency very well may. 

There is no easy solution to 
these problems that arise with 
online currency. But one thing 
is certain: We cannot treat them 
merely like the piracy that existed 
in the past, nor can we treat them 
like just another currency. Rather, 
we must recognize that online 
currency is like nothing we have 
ever encountered before and try 
to do something about it while we 
still can.

AJ SUNDAR
FORUM EDITOR

E-Currency and the future of anonymity

AJ Sundar is a senior in Arts & Sci-
ences. Write to AJ Sundar at 
AJAY.SUNDAR@STUDLIFE.COM

DANNY JONES | STUDENT LIFE

Dear Editor

At the gathering for Jim McLeod 
in the Quadrangle Tuesday night, 
one thing shone through all the 
tears and testimonials: While other 
brilliant people here create plays and 
programs and inventions of all sorts, 
Jim McLeod created people. Jim 
McLeod to a large extent created the 
people who create those things.  

He didn’t make people out of  
nothing, of course; his genius and 
goodness lay in his ability to see 
something in people and help us 
envision ourselves at the next level. 
Where others find ways to minimize 
or hold people back, ensuring that 
they are doing less than they are 
capable of doing, Jim McLeod saw 
you doing more than you thought 
you could do. He saw you doing 

what you were most suited to do, 
what you were meant to do. He saw 
you being capable, inspiring and up 
to the task.

As I said at the gathering, to the 
extent that a place or institution has 
a heart, Jim McLeod was our heart. 
In a place with a lot of brains, he 
reminded us of our hearts. He cre-
ated a lot of us. A post-Jim McLeod 
University is a place that is hard 
for many of us to even imagine, 
although he of all people would 
encourage us to try. My god, we will 
miss him.  

Bob Hansman
Associate Professor
Sam Fox School 
of Design & Visual Arts

Dear Editor,

I would like to expand a bit on the 
history that Davis Sargeant reported 
on “Civil Rights and Washington 
University: a complex history,” Stud. 
Life, 9/1/11.

In 1968, a confluence of events 
led the normally compliant WU 
faculty to set up a large number of  
committees to examine virtually all 
aspects of university governance. 
Among these was Committee #27. 
It was charged with presenting plans 
to increase substantially the number 
of students from minority and low-
income families. I was privileged to 
serve on that committee.

The committee’s report opened 
by quoting S. A. Hendrick’s essay 
in College Board Review (Win-
ter 1967-68): “It is my thesis that 
selective institutions—or to put it 
more plainly, most members of The 

College Board—are now oper-
ated almost exclusively for white 
students.” The report suggests that it 
would have been more informative 
to say white students from middle 
and high-income families. Commit-
tee 27’s report went on to reject the 
cumulative deficit thesis that low-
income and minority students, in 
large measure, were so far behind by 
the end of high school that there was 
little chance that they would succeed 
at places like Washington University. 
The committee embraced an alterna-
tive idea that students of genuine 
talent could be identified by means 
other than verbal test scores and 
that, with adequate support, a large 
fraction would succeed at Washing-
ton University. The Committee set 
its sights high, proposing that 10-20 
percent of baccalaureate degrees in 
the regular curriculum be awarded 
to students from minority and low-

income families. Its report lays out 
in considerable detail a program for 
accomplishing this.

Unfortunately, neither my 
memory nor a brief scanning of  
my Committee 27 files allows me 
to report to you whether anything 
came of the effort. As an aside, it 
might amuse present students that 
WU was considered to be expensive; 
the total cost for a residential student 
was $3,600 per year; $27,700 when 
adjusted for the increase in the Cost 
of Living Index. Don’t you wish!

Daniel H. Kohl
Professor Emeritus, Biology                             
Campus Box 1137, Washington 
University     
St, Louis, MO 63130-4899                               

EDITORIAL CARTOON

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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cadenza

There’s something 
really intrinsically scary 
about disease.

Most horror flicks 
involve somewhat improb-
able horrors: psychotic 
killers, rampaging clowns, 
ghosts, witches. When you 
come out of  the theater, 
you might be creeped out, 
but you can always fall 
back on the knowledge 
that nothing like that will 
ever happen to you.

“Contagion” offers no 
such happy assurance. 
In real life, people get 
sick. Sometimes, random 
biological factors combine 
in the wrong way and 
horrible, deadly epidemics 
begin.

It was only two years 
ago that Washington 
University had its own 
little brush with epidemic 
in the form of  H1N1. The 
virus was nasty even if  
it wasn’t particularly life 
threatening, and for a few 
weeks, Wash. U. became 
a different place. There 
were hand sanitization 
stations every 10 feet. 
Student Health Services 
was full of  miserable-
looking people in surgical 
masks. If  someone started 
coughing, everyone would 

start to edge away.
Imagine that kind of  

social stress multiplied 
by a thousand and spread 
worldwide, and you have 
a pretty good idea of  the 
dystopia presented in 
“Contagion.” The film 
starts with patient zero, 
Beth (Gwyneth Paltrow), 
who succumbs to the 
disease within a matter 
of  days, followed by her 
young son. Beth’s husband 
Mitch (Matt Damon) is 
somehow immune, and he 
is left to guard his surviv-
ing daughter against the 
rapidly spreading disease.

The scene in which 
Mitch learns of  his wife’s 
death is horribly gut 
wrenching. He simply 
refuses to believe she 
could have died. She was 
young and healthy—home 
with what seemed to be 
a simple flu—and hours 
later she was dead. The 
doctor, unable to provide 
any diagnosis, gives a 
condolence speech that 
amounts to “sometimes 
these things happen.”

Everything snowballs 
from there. Beth has 
infected countless others 
with what turns out to 
be a particularly viru-
lent strain of  avian flu, 
transmitted both through 
contact and through the 
air. We track a few dif-
ferent stories of  infected 
people, of  reporters chas-
ing the story and of  the 
scientists at the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention who are try-
ing to track, contain and 
eventually find a cure for 
the virus. Jude Law puts 
in a great performance as 
a paranoid blogger whose 
fear-mongering tactics 
gain him a cult following 
as the panic spreads, and 
Laurence Fishburne is 

counterpoised as the head 
of  the CDC.

“Contagion” is a 
Hollywood blockbuster, 
which means it automati-
cally has a fabulous cast 
and strong production 
values. Add a story that 
resonates with some of  
our deepest fears, and it’s 
a guaranteed success.

Even beyond the basic 
formula, there are a lot 
of  things the movie does 
right. It doesn’t shy away 
from viscerally disturbing 
images: one scene takes 
place as coroners peel 
back the skin from Beth’s 
head. But this is juxta-
posed with the mundane, 
the everyday. Scientists in 
full bio-containment gear 
chat about their weekend 
plans. Mitch’s daughter 
whines about not being 
able to see her boyfriend. 
As in any crisis, there are 
unhelpful bureaucrats 
and people who sacrifice 
the greater good to try to 
protect their loved ones. 
There are a lot of  people 
who panic and riot—and 
a few who don’t. In one 
scene, a fevered patient 
asks for another blanket, 
and the patient in the next 
bed shoves his own blan-
ket toward the man.

You’ll walk out of  the 
theater for “Contagion” 
creeped out. You’ll try 
not to shake people’s 
hands or touch your face, 
and you’ll lie in bed that 
night wondering if  there’s 
a real epidemic coming. 
But beyond such cheap 
scare tactics, “Contagion” 
brings an interesting and 
real consideration of  all 
the different ways that 
people deal with crisis 
situations.

‘Contagion’
directed by

Steven Sonderbergh

and starring
Matt Damon, Kate Winslet,  

 and Jude Law

MOVIE REVIEW

NORA LONG
CADENZA REPORTER

Write to Nora Long at 
NORA.LONG@STUDLIFE.COM

Maybe reality TV shouldn’t 
be quite so real

Aug. 15, 2011, was a day 
that should change reality 
television forever. On that 
day, Russell Armstrong, the 
estranged husband of Taylor 
Armstrong of Bravo’s “Real 
Housewives of Beverly 
Hills,” committed suicide.

While watching real-
ity television is a mindless 
pastime that most people 
partake in, it’s easy to forget 
that what we are watching 
is someone’s life, and that 
person may be spiraling radi-
cally out of control. People 
looking in from the outside 
may write it off as just some 
added drama to the latest 
batch of episodes, but it can 
be far more than that.

The Armstrongs’ marital 
problems were no secret to 
anyone watching the show. 
In fact, the storyline for the 
upcoming season was going 
to follow the couple as they 
attended marriage counseling 
in the hope of saving their 
relationship. It was obvious 
that the counseling had not 
worked, as Taylor filed for 
divorce early in the summer. 
What was not so obvious, 
however, was how severe the 
family’s problems were until 
after Russell’s death.

The family was deep in 
debt, something no viewer 
could have known if they 
had just watched the episode 
where the couple threw 
their daughter, Kennedy, a 
$60,000 birthday party. The 
family had apparently been 
living beyond its means for 

a while, funding their lavish 
lifestyle on a day-to-day 
basis. And in addition to that, 
MyMedicalRecords.com had 
just sued Russell for more 
than $1.5 million, alleging 
that the couple misled people 
into thinking they were 
investing in the company. 

Taylor, in her divorce 
filing, also alleged physical 
and verbal abuse, which led 
Russell’s ex-wife to come 
forward with her own stories 
of his abuse. 

These problems would 
have been enough without 
the magnifying glass of celeb-
rity, and with it the problems 
were only, well, magnified. 
While celebrity and reality 
television cannot take sole 
blame for Russell’s suicide, 
they cannot be ignored as 
major players.

Russell himself spoke 
to People Magazine just a 
few weeks before his death, 
saying, “When you get a TV 
show involved and all the 
pressure, it just takes it to a 
whole new level…we were 
pushed to extremes.”

The creators of reality 
television need to take a step 

back and look at the bigger 
picture. While the drama 
that’s playing out before their 
lenses may bring high ratings 
and viewers by the millions, 
what’s happening is not an 
actor reading from a script 
with a pre-determined end-
ing, who can walk off when 
the scene is over.

When the cameras on 
reality television stop rolling, 
the subjects’ lives still go on. 
Then again, the cameras 
never really do stop rolling 
for these people. And while 
Bravo can make all the 
apologies and statements 
to the press it wants, they 
cannot ignore the damage 
done. It’s time for everyone 
to rethink reality television, 
because for a while we’ve 
been ignoring a big piece of  
the picture: reality. 

These are real people’s 
lives we are messing with. 
And it shouldn’t take a 
disastrous event like the 
Armstrong suicide for us to 
realize that things need to 
change.

CASEY FEDERBUSCH
CADENZA REPORTER

Write to Casey Federbusch at 
CASEY.FEDERBUSCH@
STUDLIFE.COM

COURTESY OF WARNER BROTHERS

COURTESY OF BRAVO

Stu·dent 1Life 
(n)— since 1878

1. Washington 
University’s twice 
weekly, student-run 
newspaper; inde-
pendent from the 
University admin-
istration.
2. The best source 
for campus news, 
sports scores, mov-
ie reviews, Sudoku, 
things to do around 
St. Louis and more.
3. A great way to 
meet new people 
and learn about 
journalism.
4. A fun, amazing 
and dedicated staff 
that works to repre-
sent you. 
5. Warning: may 
lead to bragging 
about having name 
in print, getting 
interviews with 
famous individuals 
and other perks.
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In Defense of: Lady Gaga’s 
‘Born This Way’ music videos

ABI SAXENA
CADENZA REPORTER

Lady Gaga released her second 
studio album, “Born This Way,” 
this past May, but up to this day 
she has been under fire for her use 
of  uncensored sexuality, extreme 
messages, religious symbolism 
and overall obscurity in her music 
videos. Following the release of  
the music video for the album’s 
title track, she was scrutinized 
for both her “controversial” lyr-
ics and the mysteriously strange 
music video. But really, after 
“Telephone” and “Alejandro,” can 
we expect or even want anything 
else? If  you’ve heard Gaga per-
form her song “Speechless,” you 
have no choice but to agree that 
she is an exceptional singer. What 
makes a singer an artist, however, 
is performance, and if  anyone 
knows how to perform, it has to 
be Lady Gaga. 

Unlike most “artists,” who 
use music videos as promotional 
devices, Gaga uses music vid-
eos to tell a story and share an 

ultimate message. The “Born 
This Way” video has a strange 
beginning, but when one stops to 
actually absorb the story, Gaga 
sings on important issues like 
good and evil, acceptance and 
unity. So who cares if  she births a 
baby to symbolize the existence of  
opposites or uses a machine gun 
to explain the importance of  con-
trol and balance in life? The video 
is bare and purely an expression 
of  a desire for acceptance.

Gaga has since released music 
videos for “Judas,” “The Edge 
of  Glory,” and “Yoü and I.” All 
of  these are extremely unconven-
tional, but still completely distinct. 
The “Judas” video, for example, 
inspired a lot of  controversy from 
the religious sector. Singing a song 
about a religious leader and going 
even farther by sexualizing the 
leader is extremely risky, but Gaga 
only uses religion to identify with 
the struggle between purity and 
temptation. Most viewers get too 
hung up on the religious aspects 
and thus miss the real message, 
which actually has very little to do 

with religion. As for “The Edge of  
Glory,” it is pure awesomeness. 

 “Yoü and I” is one of  my favor-
ite videos. The music video shows 
a bare and exposed Gaga, which 
makes her seem vulnerable and 
more relatable. This video is one 
of  Gaga’s more blatant, portray-
ing a personal story of  love, loss, 
and acceptance. She opens herself  
up to the world and that is one 
of  the bravest things anyone can 
ever do. 

Yes, her music videos are 
unconventional. Yes, her music 
videos are highly sexualized. 
And yes, Lady Gaga can be over 
the top. But isn’t that the point? 
Whatever happened to creative 
liberties and not being afraid to 
express yourself ? The point is, 
Lady Gaga is an artist, and her 
music videos are her canvases. 
They are sure to catch the eye and 
in the end make one think and 
possibly have a revelation, as good 
music (and music videos) can 
often do.

Write to Abi Saxena at 
ABI.SAXENA@STUDLIFE.COM

where The Pageant

when Sunday,  8:00 p.m. 
price $32.50 (sold out)

Bon Iver

where 2720 Cherokee

when Friday, 9:00 p.m.
price $10

Chicago Afrobeat
Project

Bon Iver frontman Justin 
Vernon bought a defunct 
veterinary clinic in Fall Creek, 
Wis., in 2008, with the sole 
purpose of  remodeling it into a 
recording studio. The product: 
newly released self-titled album 
“Bon Iver.” The band will be 
promoting the new album at the 
Pageant on Sunday, with some 
unusual sounds inspired by the 
unlikely recording location. The 

sound of  “Bon Iver” reflects 
solitude while still keeping with 
a pulsing rhythm and Vernon’s 
trademark falsetto. The new 
album elevates Bon Iver’s musi-
cal prowess above and beyond 
what was heard on “For Emma, 
Forever Ago,” the band’s debut 
album. While Bon Iver comes 
from the phrase for “good 
winter” in French, the concert is 
sure not to leave you cold.

Microsoft Word doesn’t 
recognize “afrobeat” as a word. 
Thankfully, that hasn’t stopped 
the Chicago Afrobeat Project 
(also known as CAbP) from 
rocking the stage. With influ-
ences from many different 
genres including Afro-Cuban, 
jazz, funk and rock music, it’s 
easy for anyone to find some-
thing they like about the group. 
The Chicago Afrobeat Project 
performs in seven to 14-per-
son ensembles. They are often 

noted for their amazing live 
shows peppered with amus-
ing, dancing crowd members. 
(Impressive examples can be 
found on YouTube.) As they say 
on their website, the performers 
of  CAbP pride themselves on 
their ability to stay true “to the 
mix of  respect to the tradition 
and forward-thinking experi-
mentation that shine through in 
their live performances,” which 
lets the band resist becoming “a 
caricature of  the genre.”

ANDIE HUNTER 
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

MOLLY SEVCIK
CADENZA REPORTER

Write to Andie Hunter at 
ANDIE.HUNTER@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Molly Sevcik at 
MOLLY.SEVCIK@STUDLIFE.COM

COURTESY OF INTERSCOPE RECORDS
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LUTHERAN   CAMPUS   MINISTRY
A progressive, justice-oriented  community.

Sundays at LCM

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

314. 863.8140

7pm  Home-Cooked Meal
8pm  Candlelight Worship

and more!

A progressive, justice-oriented community.
Sundays @ LCM

7pm Home-Cooked Meal 
8pm Candlelight Worship 

and more! 

www.lcmstl.or

g

314.863.8140
www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth Blvd (at Big Bend)

St. Louis Chinese Christian Church

832 N Woods Mill Rd|Chesterfield, MO  63017|SLCCC.ORG

The Living Water Ministry
Contemporary Asian American

Style Worship in English
Sunday Mornings 11:10 a.m.

Biblical, Conservative, Transforming

“We are the Church your mother wanted you                 
to attend when you left for college”

In the City for Good!
Third Baptist Church

Sunday Bible Study 9:30am
Worship 10:40am

620 N. Grand Blvd. ∙ www.third-baptist.org
(314) 369-3238 ∙ Call for transportation or info

CITYLIGHTSCHURCH.COM | 314.395.8463

SUNDAY SERVICES @ 11AM

NEED A RIDE?

E-MAIL RIDES@CITYLIGHTSCHURCH.COM

CASUAL

DRESS
GREAT

MUSIC

RELEVANT BIBLE TEACHING

FREE BREAKFAST

STUDENTS
YOU ARE INVITED!

religious directory

Fall Assembly Series celebrates human spirit

The 2011 fall assembly series 
will explore a broad range of  
topics and will feature philan-
thropists, lawyers, journalists, 
college professors and even 
comic-strip creators. 

The main focus of  this fall’s 
assembly series is the human 
spirit.

Although there aren’t any 
big name speakers in this year’s 
schedule, organizers are happy 
with the Assembly Series 
Committee’s selections, Director 
of  Assembly Series and Special 
Projects Barbara Rea said.

“I’ve been here for 15 years, 
and I’ve found that the most 
interesting speakers—and the 
ones I would encourage students 
to hear—are the ones you know 

nothing about,” Rea said.
The series will touch on a num-

ber of  controversial topics. A 
9/11 memorial panel will focus 
on the struggle between national 
security and American civil liber-
ties. Journalist E.J. Dionne and 
political scientist Robert Putnam 
will discuss religious freedom, 
the state of  religion in American 
politics. 

Steven Galloway, author of  
the “The Cellist of  Sarajevo,” the 
2011 First Year Reading Program 
novel, will also be speaking.

According to Alicia Schnell, 
project coordinator for the vice 
chancellor of  students, the First 
Year Reading Program always 
partners with the Assembly Series 
to bring in speakers relevant to 
the year’s reading selection.

“We chose to invite Steven 
Galloway as we thought he’d 
resonate well with students,” she 
said. “He’s a fairly young writer 
and teaches creative writing at the 
University of  British Columbia.”

Schnell sees it as a great oppor-
tunity for the freshmen, who will 
be able to participate in a ques-
tion and answer session with the 
author during his speech. 

Freshmen are excited to hear 

the author speak firsthand.
“The book was very good,” 

freshman Elan Baskir said. “But 
listening to the author speak 
will give well-needed insight and 
background to the story that was 
told in the book.”

While the event is directed 
toward freshmen, both Schnell 
and Rea believe the audience will 
include upperclassmen and fac-
ulty members who have read and 
enjoyed the book.

According to Rea, Galloway’s 
book embodies the central theme 
of  this fall’s series.

“It’s about people who are indi-
vidually doing their part to make 
a difference in the world,” she 
said.

Rea mentioned that two other 
speakers in the series—Jeremy 
Courtney and Ellen Gustafson—
particularly embody this.

Courtney is the founder of  
the Preemptive Love Coalition, 
which provides life-saving surgery 
for Iraqi children suffering from 
congenital heart defects, often 
as a result of  Saddam Hussein’s 
chemical warfare campaign.

 “We wanted to highlight his 
efforts and raise awareness of  
the Skandalaris Center’s support 

of  social entrepreneurship,” 
Rosemary Gliedt, manager for 
the Center, said. “We want to 
support the Assembly Series in 
their efforts to bring speakers of  
this caliber to campus.”

Gustafson, a philanthro-
pist and entrepreneur who has 
worked with the United Nation’s 
World Food Program, is most 
known for her company FEED 
Project, which she co-founded 
with Laura Bush, George W. 
Bush’s niece. The company works 
with humanitarian organizations 
like UNICEF to provide hunger 
relief, selling $60 “FEED bags” 
that have enough food for an 
entire year.  

Gustafson will be speaking 
about how she thinks issues like 
obesity and hunger can be solved.

Comic-strip artist Jorge Cham 
will attend a screening of  a movie 
based off  his popular online 
comic strips, which depict the 
lives of  graduate students.

There will also be a tribute to 
esteemed playwright Tennessee 
Williams to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of  his matriculation 
at Washington University. 

BECKY PRAGER
STAFF REPORTER

Write to Becky Prager at 
BECKY.PRAGER@STUDLIFE.COM

a more diverse Speaker Series, avoid-
ing last-minute debacles like funding 
Bristol Palin last year.

Other significant-cost speaker 
appeals include those to fund chess 
grandmaster Garry Kasparov for 
$72,400, musician John Legend for 
$69,493, journalist David Brooks for 
$60,000 and neurosurgeon Sanjay 
Gupta for $57,300.

The speakers SU decides to fund 
will be coming to campus this spring.

Write to Michael Tabb at 
MICHAEL.TABB@STUDLIFE.COM

 Ellen GustafsonEJ Dionne Robert Putnam

Henry Schvey David Rosen Jorge Cham

Steven Galloway
author of “The Cellist of Sarajevo”



revered figures in the history of  
Washington University. I would 
say that for everybody who has 
come to have the opportunity as 
I have to work closely with him, 
we all regard him as a role model 
and a mentor,” Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton said.

Wrighton remembers McLeod 
as more than just a co-worker and 
administrator.

“With his experience here that 
predates mine by 20 years, he was 
able to give me guidance and pro-
vide friendship and support when 
there wouldn’t be other people 
who had his knowledge base. I 
just enjoyed working with him. 
He encouraged me and supported 
me and did everything that you 
can expect of  a great friend,” said 
Wrighton

McLeod was known for trying 
to get to know all members of  the 
University community. He could 
often be seen introducing himself  
to students around campus and 
asking them about their interests 
and fields of  study.

McLeod also served as direc-
tor of  the John B. Ervin Scholars 
Program, through which he was 
able to inspire a new class of  fresh-
men every year.

“Dean McLeod meant so much 
to the Ervin program. He intro-
duced new students to the program 
and was personally involved in 
each of  the scholars lives here at 
Wash. U.,” wrote senior Ervin 
scholar Ryan Dawson in an email 

to Student Life. “For me, Dean 
McLeod was a role model and a 
mentor. He’s someone I’ve looked 
up to since I got here.”

In the mid-1990s, McLeod 
approached now-Professor Bob 
Hansman about his work bring-
ing University students to work 
with local children. McLeod asked 
Hansman to turn his project into 
a class. Hansman still teaches 
the popular course “Community 
Building, Building Community,” 
and credits McLeod for much of  
his success at the University.

“He was there in such a big way 
at such a crucial point in my career 
that I almost shudder to think of  
where I would be if  it hadn’t been 
for him…It is very hard to even 
imagine my career without Jim,” 
Hansman said. “He cared for 
his people, not just students, but 
faculty. He’s that old fashioned 
administrator teacher who believes 
in people.”

In 2010, a new scholarship was 
established in McLeod’s honor. 
Almost 1500 people contributed a 
total of  close to $4 million to the 
scholarship fund, and the first class 
of  McLeod scholars entered the 
University last fall.

McLeod grew up in Alabama 
and attended Morehouse College. 
He received his bachelor’s degree 
in German and Chemistry. He then 
attended graduate school at Rice 
University.

Throughout his career he was a 
member of  the board of  trustees of  

several organizations, including the 
St. Louis Art Museum, the Express 
Scripts Foundation, National 
Council on Youth Leadership, the 
American Youth Foundation and 
the Mary Institute Country Day 
School.

Despite his many successes at 
Washington University, McLeod 
told Student Life in 2005 that his 
proudest accomplishment was of  a 
different sort.

“Reasonable progress at being a 
decent human being,” he said.

McLeod is survived by his wife 
Clara, who is the departmental 
librarian for the Ronald Rettner 
Earth & Planetary Sciences 
Library of  Washington University 
Libraries, and his daughter Sara.

A memorial service open to the 
University community will be held 
this Sunday in the Athletic Center 
at 1:30 p.m.

There will be visitation hours 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Austin 
Layne Normandy Chapel, 7733 
Natural Bridge Road, Normandy, 

Mo., 63121. A funeral service 
for family and close friends will 
be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
at Cote Brilliante Presbyterian 
Church, 4673 Labadie Ave., St. 
Louis, Mo., 63115.
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LEGACY FROM PAGE 1

Write to Chloe Rosenberg at 
CHLOE.ROSENBERG@STUDLIFE.COM

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Members of the University community gather Tuesday night at an impromptu candlelight vigil in honor of the late James 
E. McLeod.

LGBT FROM PAGE 1

Pride Alliance Co-President Vinita 
Chaudhry . “Regardless of  the 
rating, there is always more com-
munity work to be done.” 

Bonifield is pleased with the 
rating.

“The rating is pretty accurate,” 
she said. “We provide health-
care coverage for students who 
are transitioning, we provide 

domestic partner benefits, and we 
have a nondiscrimination policy 
for gender identity and sexual 
orientation.”

Chaudry said that while the 
school provides many important 
services to LGBT students, it needs 
to work on making students aware 
of  those offerings.

“I think the rating is accurate 

in terms that there are resources 
such as gender-neutral housing, 
Lavender Recognition ceremonies 
and other honoraries for LGBT 
students,” she said. “While they do 
have services available, they are not 
made public. Not everyone knows 
about them.”

Co-President Jenea Nixon 
voiced similar sentiments.

“I would love to see Wash. 
U. implement more services for 
transgender students and [make] 
knowledge about LGBT issues 
known to people who don’t seek 
the resources,” she said.

To spread awareness, Pride 
Alliance coordinated with Safe 
Zones this past April to intro-
duce Ally Day, where community 

members wore pins to show sup-
port for their LGBT peers. Various 
campus LGBT organizations con-
tribute to other events throughout 
the year at regular LGBT advisory 
board meetings.

Write to Wei-Yin Ko at 
WEIYIN.KO@STUDLIFE.COM



The Washington University 
men’s and women’s cross coun-
try teams’ second and first place 
finishes at last Saturday’s Early 
Bird meet marked the beginning 
of  a new season. 

“It went great,” head coach 
Jeff  Stiles said of  the meet. “It 
may be the best opening meet, if  
you take into account both sides, 
that we’ve potentially ever had.”

The meet, hosted by Wash. 
U. in Forest Park, was the first 
chance at competition for many 
runners since last November. But 
for some members of  the teams, 
the opening meet was a continu-
ation of  a cycle of  training and 
meets that hasn’t stopped since 
their arrival here at Wash. U.

Multiple members of  the 
cross country teams also run in 
the winter and spring track sea-
sons, and some even competed 
in multiple events at the NCAA 
Division III 2011 Outdoor Track 
& Field Championships.

“When nationals are over for 
track, we start building back up 
and focusing more on the dis-
tance, the hills, the longer runs,” 
senior Liz Phillips said.

For some athletes, the events 
that are run in the spring are 
very similar to the ones run in 
the fall, in that they are pure 
distance events. Senior Michael 
Burnstein, for instance, finished 
third overall in the 10,000-meter 
run and 19th overall in the 
5,000-meter run at nationals, 
helping the men’s team finish 
fourth overall at the event for its 
highest-ever finish.

Burnstein, who placed sixth 
overall and second on the team 
in Saturday’s 6K race, noted a 
big difference in the mindsets of  
the two seasons.

“The actual training is very 
similar, but as far as mental-
ity they’re pretty different,” 
Burnstein, last year’s University 
Athletic Association individ-
ual cross country champion, 
said. “Track kind of  feels more 
individual, where[as] in cross 
country you know your time 
directly affects your team’s 
place.”

He added that he preferred the 
fall season to the spring. “I’ve 
always preferred cross [coun-
try], I think. Aesthetically I like 
racing on cross country courses 
more, because there’s more 
variation. Every week there’s a 
different course…I just really 
value that it’s more of  a team 
sport and you get much closer to 
your teammates.”

For other athletes, such as 
Phillips, the fall presents a 
very different experience from 
the spring. Phillips, who won 
Saturday’s 4K race, placed sixth 
overall in both the 800- and 
1,500-meter runs in the national 
meet.

Facing two types of  events 
very different from one another, 
Phillips embraces the differ-
ences in the seasons for her. She 
echoed Burnstein’s assessment 
of  the seasons’ mentalities, but 
acknowledged that it was impos-
sible for her to pick which she 
enjoys more.

“I think middle distance is a 
ton of  fun and just kicking that 
last 200 meters of  a race is really 

fun, really exhilarating,” Phillips 
said. “But at the same time cross 
country is longer workouts, 
harder workouts, [and] it’s more 
team-centered.”

These runners, however, came 
to Wash. U. knowing they would 
be working year-round. Stiles, 
who has served as the cross 
country coach in 2001, took over 
the track and field head coaching 
reins before the 2008-09 school 
year.

A former year-round run-
ner himself  at North Central 
College, Stiles enjoys working 
with both of  the squads.

“It’s more challenging to do 
two sports, but I think it’s also 
fun and exciting. You’re dealing 
with totally different dynam-
ics of  people and personality 
requirements,” Stiles said, refer-
ring to the differences between 
sprinters and distance runners.

And even though the events 
can vary drastically between 
seasons, all athletes know it’s 
important to train throughout 
the year, and Stiles believes his 
teams are no exception.

“They totally complement 
one another,” Stiles said of  
track and cross country. “All 
the best athletes in the world 
train year-round. You’re just 
accomplishing different things in 
different phases.”

The cross country teams are 
off  this weekend and will be 
back in action on Friday, Sept. 
16, for the Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville Cross 
Country Challenge.

Junior Hannah Buck finished in 
eighth place with a score of 158 (80-
78), sophomore Allyson Chee came in 
ninth place one stroke back (77-82) and 
sophomore Andrea Hibbert shot a 166 
(85-81), but it was some new names that 
led the No. 7 Washington University 
women’s golf team to victory.

Freshman Olivia Lugar became the 
third golfer in program history to win 
a tournament, last weekend’s NCAA 
Fall Preview Tournament, as her score 
of 149 (76-73) tied for first place with 
Olivet College’s Lauren Campbell’s.

Lugar and freshman Taylor Fagan, 
whose 156 (80-76) gave her a tie for fifth 
place, led the Bears to a 20-stroke vic-
tory over second-place finisher and No. 
2 DePauw University and the rest of  
the field. The Bears’ second-day score 
of 308 is the second-lowest in team his-
tory, two strokes shy of the final round 
306 shot in 2009 at the Wartburg Fall 
Invitational.

“It is great being able to start out 
the season with a win,” Hibbert said. 
“Beating DePauw gives us a lot of  
momentum into the upcoming tourna-
ments. Hopefully we can play with as 
much confidence so we can effectively 
show what a strong competitor we are 
for our spring season.”

The freshmen’s performances were 
particularly impressive considering the 
NCAA Fall Preview was their first-ever 
collegiate tournament.

“It’s evident [that] they are going 
to be able to contribute significant 
amounts to the team,” Hibbert said. 
“Nervousness wasn’t a factor for them, 
and it showed in their scores.”

Lugar’s second-round 73 was the best 
of the entire tournament field, while 
Fagan improved four strokes from day 
one to day two.

“The coach didn’t really put a lot 
of pressure on any of us,” Lugar said. 
“Going in there, I didn’t have a lot of  
high hopes, I was just hoping to put up 
a decent score. It was mostly just a test-
ing ground for me. I was just trying to 
see how things would go because obvi-
ously I had never played college golf  
before.”

Lugar had the chance to finish at par 
and was sitting at even heading into 
the 18th hole. However, she suffered a 
minor setback off the tee.

“On the course, it is very easy to get 
ahead of yourself,” Lugar said. “I did 
that a little bit on the last hole. I bogeyed 
it for a 73. I was like, ‘Oh, I might shoot 
even par!’ and I just pushed my drive 
into the woods.”

Despite being new to campus, nei-
ther Lugar nor Fagan has struggled 
to balance coursework with practices 
and tournaments thus far. The golf  
team attended classes for two days 
before departing for the tournament in 
Angola, Ind.

“[Head coach Sean Curtis] really 
understands that the whole school part 
comes first,” Lugar said. “Sometimes 
we just have conversations with the 
team to see who will be able to take 
who to practice, and a lot of times your 
practice time will be cut short. It is a 
little bit farther away from campus, but 
I’m used to long practices.”

According to Lugar, one of the 
biggest adjustments she will have to 
make is less practice time compared 
to previous years in her hometown of  
Rockledge, Fla.

“I lived like five minutes from three 
different courses; it is Florida after all, 
so over the summer, I would get to prac-
tice for a couple hours in the mornings 
and then go play in the afternoon and 
evening time, and it was really conve-
nient,” Lugar said. “Now I don’t think 
I’m going to get to play as much except 
for tournaments.

“I’m definitely not used to winter. 
Taking four months off is going to be 
very different. I know my coach is going 
to be like, ‘Please, Olivia, go home for 
winter break and practice.’”

Despite the early success, Lugar 
insists that she can still improve 
throughout the season.

“I’ve always been a straight hitter, 
but I’m not extremely long,” Lugar 
said. “[Competitors] are outdriving me 
by like 50 yards. I’m still trying to get 
distance—the past few years, I’ve been 
working out to try to get out to 230 
[yards]. Right now, I’m just trying to be 
more consistent on the course.”

When Lugar was 9, her father gave 
her a choice: follow her older sister in 
swimming or pick up the golf club and 
try something else. According to Lugar, 
after the decision was made, “things just 
escalated.”

“We went from just hitting balls a 
couple times a week to every day and 
then tournaments. I really just wasn’t 
into swimming,” Lugar said. “I like golf  
because it is very different. With golf, 
you can’t play the same round twice. 
Everybody’s got a different swing, and 
it’s very personal with what you want to 
do and what you are able to do.”

Lugar and the rest of the Bears will 
compete this weekend in the O’Brien 
National Tournament on Sunday and 
Monday in South Bend, Ind.
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sports
Lugar leads women’s golf 
to Fall Preview win
SAHIL PATEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Write to Sahil Patel at 
SAHIL.PATEL@STUDLIFE.COM

Year-round runners keep up last 
season’s efforts in strong debut
KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Write to Kurt Rohrbeck at 
KURT.ROHRBECK@STUDLIFE.COM

The Washington University Men’s cross country team takes off in last Saturday’s meet. The men finished in second 
place and took three of the top ten places, including senior Michael Burnstein’s (2444) sixth-place finish.

GENEVIEVE HAY | STUDENT LIFE



In recent years, coffee has 
evolved from an early morning 
pick-me-up to a product to be 
slowly savored and enjoyed. In 
large part, we have Starbucks 
to thank for this trend, but one 
question remains: has the corpo-
rate titan remained top dog? 

I would argue that they stay 
true to their mission, but they 
have failed to progress in a 
meaningful way. I blame this 
primarily on the company’s 
gargantuan size; the behemoth 
has really struggled to move in 
recent years because it has had to 
conform to the masses.  

St. Louis’ local Kaldi’s Coffee 
provides a fine cup for those 
looking to avoid that corporate 
giant. Like Starbucks, Kaldi’s 
has pledged to deliver quality 
to be savored, but they one-up 
the Seattle brew with a little 
creativity. Kaldi’s recognizes 
the fact that each type of  coffee 
bean needs a different kind of  
roasting.

 If  you choose to venture into 
a Kaldi’s store, you can examine 
the beans for yourself. Some of  
the blends have mixed dark and 
light beans, some are completely 
light, and some are completely 
dark.  The Café Kaldi is a mod-
erate blend that is composed of  
several different kinds of  beans. 
The mixture helps to mitigate the 
unique flavors of  the individual 
beans and is for those drinkers 

who are particularly sensitive 
to the accents and tones, but I 
would recommend branching out 
and trying a World Tour coffee.  
The World Tour beans are more 
homogenous and thus highlight 
the flavor of  the beans. 

The flavors are derived from 
the soil and environment in 
which the beans are grown, so 
each World Tour is truly unique. 
It takes a little imagination to 
describe them. When you try the 
El Salvador, the words bright, 
acidic, blueberry, raspberry 
and tart may come to mind. To 
contrast, one might describe 
the Honduras blend as nutty 
or sweet. The flavors are par-
ticularly appealing because they 
are natural, unlike the artificial 
flavors you might find at other 
coffee shops. Of  course, you can 
find artificial flavors in some 
Kaldi’s brews like the Highlander 
Grogg, but they tend to feel a 
little more natural than other 
companies’ flavors.

Kaldi’s Coffee is elevating 
coffee to a level of  specificity to 
rival that of  wine. If  you wish 
to become a coffee connoisseur, 
Kayak’s holds instructed cof-
fee tastings once a month. The 
workers are extremely helpful 
and friendly. The beauty of  the 
situation is that coffee is much 
cheaper than wine, and it will 
probably improve your grades if  
used in moderation. 
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ACROSS
1 “Les __”
4 As a friend, in

French
9 Actor Romero

14 N.L. West team,
on scoreboards

15 Noble gas
16 Latin stars
17 MLK birthday

month
18 Method of looking

for keys?
20 Relay race closer
22 Peace Prize

winner Wiesel
23 Wide shoe size
24 Love god
26 Working parts
28 Finishing by the

deadline,
sometimes

32 Computer
pioneer Lovelace

33 Young newt
34 Many Semites
38 Reveal
40 Knight’s ride
43 Harald V’s capital
44 Capital on the

Willamette
46 Future fish
47 World games org.
48 Bad-mouthing

someone
53 Food packaging

unit
56 German river
57 Soccer star

Freddy
58 In __: moody
60 Like Chris and

Pat, genderwise
64 Call waiting

diversion
67 Big name in

kitchen gadgets
68 Violet lead-in
69 Steve of country
70 Nth degree
71 Eyelid

annoyances
72 In small pieces,

as potatoes
73 Punk rock offshoot

DOWN
1 Whom Goya

painted both
nude and clothed

2 OPEC co-founder
3 Penultimate

element,
alphabetically

4 Encourage
5 Couch disorders
6 Raggedy gal
7 Speck of dust
8 How perjurers

may be caught
9 Concerto highlight

10 Sixth sense,
briefly

11 Brisket source
12 Curved
13 Works in the

garden
19 Lofted iron
21 Villainous laugh

syllable
25 Acre’s 43,560:

Abbr.
27 Prefix with space
28 Fashion

statements in the
’hood

29 “Eureka!” elicitor
30 Sass
31 Early

development
sites?

35 2-Down’s location
36 Political group
37 __ puppet
39 Actor Jared
41 Ages and ages
42 He succeeded

Coty as French
president

45 Latin percussion
pair

49 Plastic
surgeon’s job,
for short

50 Sharper, as eyes
51 Smoothed in a

shop
52 Hosp. picture
53 “The Stranger”

author
54 X-rated
55 Hale

59 Pad __: Asian
noodle dish

61 A portion (of)
62 Checkup
63 Love letter

closing, and in
sequence, a hint
to the ends of
18-, 28-, 48- and
64-Across

65 Wrath
66 Hobbit 

enemy

9/1 Puzzle Solved
By Gareth Bain

(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
9/1 PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2
3 4

© 2011 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

9/1 SOLUTION

topic:    Books

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
NEW 99 cent salad offered daily

>> engineering.wustl.edu/stanleys

SPONSORED BY:

maniapuzzle

scene

Kaldi’s Coffee: 
A superior choice 

for students
MATTHEW SNIDER
SCENE REPORTER 

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Kaldi’s Coffee prides itself on the quality of its beans and the specific roast of each cup. At the Kaldi’s plant, four 
cups of each coffee are tasted to assure quality before the beans are distributed to vendors (top). Kaldi’s coffee 
beans await grinding (bottom).

Write to Matthew Snider at 
MATTHEWSNIDER@STUDLIFE.COM



Little white earbuds. They’re 
everywhere: between classes, on the 
MetroLink, in Subway lines. Apple 
changed the way we listen to music 
with the iPod, and those little white 
earbuds are now a fashion state-
ment. To a certain extent, one can 
glean aspects of another’s character 
by considering the music he carries 
in his pocket. 

But it was not always so. Before 
iPods or portable CD players, 
before Sony’s Walkman and the 
transistor radio, listening to music 
was a stationary activity. A visitor 
to the Record Exchange in south St. 
Louis will leave with a new sensitiv-
ity to media. With a vinyl collection 
in the tens of thousands and 
paraphernalia from the entire his-
tory of recorded sound, the Record 
Exchange proves to be a valuable 
St Louis institution, not only as a 
superb entertainment store but also 
as the area’s best music museum. 

The Record Exchange’s extensive 
collection promises an excellent 
find for any music lover. A first trip 
to the store may prove overwhelm-
ing; my conservative estimate 
places the total number of records, 
cassettes and CDs in the tens of  
thousands. “And that’s just the tip 
of the iceberg,” owner Jean Haffner 
said. “I have the largest collection 
of records in the city, probably in 
the world.” Haffner’s enterprise has 
operated in St. Louis for the last 
34 years; he at one time managed 
nine stores. Today, the only active 
location is on Hampton Ave., 
and the bulk of his hoard waits in 
warehouses.  

Haffner describes his store as 
appropriate “for any fan of music. 
I’ve got just about everything.” The 
Record Exhange has no particular 
specialty. While the store may not 
have a specific album at any given 
time, its large collection encour-
ages browsing and often leads 
to serendipity. I encountered the 
soundtrack to a movie from the ’60s 
that my father showed me when I 
was 8 years old. “Every once in a 
while, I’ll hear someone in the back 
yell, ‘Oh my God! I’ve been looking 
ten years for this record!’” 

Haffner acquired a large part of  
his collection by buying and trading 
locally. Sometimes, he will come 
across rare and valuable records. “A 

few years back, a fellow was selling 
me a box of organ records. I wasn’t 
real interested, but he just let me 
have them. Inside the box, though, 
was a record I had never seen 
before. It ended up being worth 
$3,200.” 

Thanks, no doubt, to its wide 
variety, the River Front Times has 
deemed the Record Exchange the 
best place to buy vinyl for the last 
five years.  

The Record Exchange itself  
is a museum. Titanic speakers 
pump oldies throughout the stores. 
Cardboard advertisements for the 
Beatles and other popular groups 
are everywhere. The most success-
ful albums in history adorn the 
aisles as artwork. The true gem 
of the store, though, is the stereo 
equipment. It’s all for sale, most in 
excellent condition. The receivers, 
which direct information from the 
turntables to the speakers, range 
from models manufactured in the 
early 1940s to those of the pres-
ent day. While for the most part, 
technology has improved with time, 
many collectors actually prefer 

older equipment for its high fidelity 
systems. 

Before the transistor, electronics 
relied on vacuum tubes. According 
to enthusiasts, systems using 
vacuum tubes sound “sweeter” 
or “warmer” than their transistor 
counterparts.  

For the most part, Haffner 
agrees, and notes their popular-
ity. “They don’t stay here long. 
Lots of people, particularly the 
Japanese, buy them as soon as 
they can. Vacuum tubes wear out, 
though one of the major vendors 
of tubes is here in St. Louis,” he 
said. Examining the receivers is a 
history lesson in electrical engi-
neering. Analog displays become 
digital, knobs become wheels, but-
tons for selecting the phonograph 
become CD buttons. As technology 
improved, all of  this progress fol-
lowed as engineers sought to better 
replicate the original sound. 

While the Record Exchange’s 
wares may focus on the past, its 
example still holds lessons for the 
future. In last Tuesday’s New York 
Times, the science section detailed 

progress in psychoacoustics, the 
study of sound perception. In 
many ways, the engineers research-
ing advanced surround sound 
systems are furthering the work of  
the men who design vacuum tube 
receivers. Technology’s impact on 
the industry is even more evident 
when considering the Internet. 
Torrents and online music stores, 
such as iTunes and Amazon, allow 
searching for a specific album or 
single; the browsing component is 
nearly absent. Haffner endeavors 
to adapt to the online market as 
well. The Record Exchange spon-
sors an online auction. Every five 
minutes, a random album of one 
of several different categories is 
auctioned; this online experience 
somewhat mimics the store’s great-
est strength—browsing. According 
to Haffner, the Internet auction has 
expanded his market from St. Louis 
regulars to collectors all over the 
world. 

After visiting the Record 
Exchange, my own white ear-
buds seem repulsive. Listening 
to recorded music has an august 

history; for so long, engineers and 
enthusiasts have attempted to per-
fectly replicate live performances. 
Today, the technology is more 
affordable than ever, yet consumers 
prefer dinky earbuds for tuning out 
whenever they wish. Downloaded 
music files from virtual stores like 
iTunes are lossy, meaning that 
some information about the record-
ing is omitted to reduce the file size. 
While this permits more songs on 
the iPod, it diminishes the quality 
of playback. Perhaps our compul-
sion to have thousands of songs 
in our pockets available at any 
time has hurt what we care about 
most, the music. I fear for the day 
producers no longer mix elaborate 
tracks and optimize recordings for 
downloads instead. 

At any rate, we’re fortunate 
stores like the Record Exchange 
exist. As long as they’re around, 
we’ll always have reminders from 
the past to encourage us to treat 
listening to music with respect.

Near the end of  Melville 
Avenue lies a new bakery—
Dough to Door, an innovative 
cookie delivery service that brings 
baked-to-order cookies right to 
your door. 

According to its website, the 
store delivers to the 63130 zip 
code south of  Olive, parts of  
Clayton and the Central West 
End, the East Loop and the 
Washington and Fontbonne 
University campuses.

“There’re three of  us that 
own [the store],” said Jonathan 
Weinberg, one of  the co-founders 
of  Dough to Door. “We were 
brainstorming one night, we 
thought if  you could deliver pizza 
like Pizza Hut, why can’t you 
deliver cookies?”

Ernest Dixon and Tamika 
Moore are the two other co-
owners of  the Cookie Delivery 
shop. The trio first put their ideas 
to work back in February, looking 
at places where they could set up 
shop. The shop officially opened 
at 567A on Melville Aug. 5.

Currently, the budding business 
employs six people, including 
three drivers for deliveries. 

Customers can choose from 10 
pre-made cookies or a seemingly 
infinite number of  combinations 
of  custom doughs and mix-ins of  
choice.

The doughs include Plain, 
Chocolate, Oatmeal, Peanut 
Butter and Sugar. The mix-ins 
include various candies, raisins, 
nuts and chocolate chips.

According to Weinberg, the 
cookie delivery business is doing 

well so far.
“The deliveries pick up at 

night, about three hours before 
we close. During the day we rely 
mostly on foot traffic,” Weinberg 
said.

The shop opens at noon seven 
days a week. The shop closes at 2 
a.m. Thursday through Saturday 
and at midnight Sunday through 
Wednesday.

Weinberg is also hoping to 
attract more Wash. U. students to 
use their service. 

“I think our Wash. U. cus-
tomer [base] is still growing. The 
students just got back to school 
and more and more of  them will 
hear about us. We have really 
good cookies,” he said. “We are 
currently working on getting Bear 
Bucks accepted here at the store.”

In addition to trying to get 
the University’s approval to use 
student cards for purchases, 
Dough to Door has also offered 
free cookies during CPC’s Happy 
Hour last week and plans on 
continuing to do so.

 “We have free Wi-Fi and 
games in the store for the custom-
ers who are waiting. We want to 
turn the space into a sociable area 
for people to hang out.”

The bakery currently only 
accepts phone or walk-in 
orders, but hopes to make 
online orders available through 
its website (http://doughto-
door.com/) in the near future. 
Special offers will also be 
announced through the store’s 
Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/pages/Dough-to-
Door/171095149609951. 
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Sweet deliveries from 
Dough to Door

WEI-YIN KO
SCENE REPORTER

 MARIAM SHAHSAVARANI | STUDENT LIFE

Pre-baked cookies at Dough-To-Door include M&M, double chocolate, oatmeal raisin, peanut butter with chocolate chips, 
snickerdoodles and sugar cookies (top). The variety of mix-ins to choose from the cookie case at Dough to Door (bottom).

The Record Exchange: St. Louis’ — and possibly 
the world’s — largest collection of vinyl records

DAVIS SARGEANT
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

BILLY PAULSEN | STUDENT LIFE

The Record Exchange, located in south St. Louis, holds the largest record collection in St. Louis, consisting of thousands of records from a variety of genres.

Write to Wei-Yin Ko at 
WEIYIN.KO@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Davis Sargeant at 
DAVIS.SARGEANT@STUDLIFE.COM
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