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Tornadoes tear through region Second laptop 
stolen from 
unlocked room

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Debris and damage is visible at Concourse C at Lambert St. Louis International Airport on Saturday after a 

tornado tore through on Friday evening. The tornado, which peaked at an EF-4, is the worst tornado to pass 

through St. Louis County in 44 years.

Senior Andrew Warshauer was 
on his way to pick up his girlfriend 
at Lambert International airport on 
Friday evening when he stopped in 
the airport’s cell phone lot to make 
a call.

Suddenly the wind picked up 
and debris started blowing around. 
Warshauer’s ears popped.

Twenty to 30 seconds later his 
back windshield shattered, followed 
by his driver’s seat window.

He was caught in one of two tor-
nadoes that swept through St. Louis 
county. 

The tornado, which was severe 
enough to make national news, tore 
through the airport. More than half  
of the windows in Concourse C were 
blown out, and the roads around the 
airport and entranceways suffered 
heavy damage.

After his windows blew in, 
Warshauer decided to seek the cover 
of the parking garage.

“As I was driving there were 
branches and trees down on the road. 

It was hard for me to see because I 
had rain coming into my window 
pretty intensely,” he said.

In the garage, other people were 
crowded around a car with dents and 
deployed airbags. 

He proceeded to go into the termi-
nal, where he was greeted by a scene 
of devastation. 

Windows had been blown in and 
glass was everywhere. Things were 
knocked over, but everyone seemed 
to be OK.

“I was pretty shocked. I was still 
trying to figure out what had just 
happened and deal with the fact 
I had just been out in a tornado,” 
Warshauer said. “I was really shaken 
up in general.”

The Indianapolis native had been 
inside during tornados before, but 
this was his first time experiencing 
one up close.

“Once things started to calm 
down it was just trying to figure out 
the next course of action,” he said. 

The airport closed until Saturday, 
when Concourse A and B were 
functional and Concourse D, which 
is usually kept closed, was opened. 

The first commercial flights took off  
on Sunday morning, and the airport 
is expected to be 85 percent opera-
tional on Monday.

Warshauer wasn’t the only one 
affected by the extreme weather of  
the weekend.

A campus tour for prospective 
students and their families was can-
celled on Friday morning. Student 
Admission Committee (SAC) 
members still came to give a short 
question and answer session. The 
afternoon tour was opened to any-
one who was planning on taking the 
morning one.

Tour turnout was very strong on 
Saturday, according to SAC member 
and junior Aaron Kacel.

There have been no reported dam-
ages on the Danforth Campus.

At its peak the tornado was rated 
as an EF-4 with sustained wind 
speeds ranging from 166 to 200 miles 
per hour, and is the worst to hit the 
city in 44 years. There have been no 
reported deaths or serious injuries.
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A computer was stolen from an 
unsecured room in Eliot House 
on Friday, making it the second 
such burglary this month.

On April 13, a resident of  
Millbrook reported the theft 
of  his computer and notebook 
while his apartment was empty. 
The door to the apartment had 
been left unlocked according to 
Washington University Police 
Department. 

Students who live on campus 
say that it is common for them 
to leave their doors unlocked. In 
response to the recent robberies, 
they say that it might be time to 
start changing that practice.

“I left my door open whenever 
I was in the building or even if  
I went to Bear’s Den. Because it 
was in my suite, I’m being care-
ful now. I lock my door whenever 
I leave the room, even if  I’m just 
going to take a shower,” fresh-
man Andrew Scheinman said.

While students are thinking 
more about protecting their prop-
erty, not all are taking a proactive 
approach, especially in freshmen 
dorms where leaving doors open 
is an indication of  sociability.

“We generally trust people 
on our floor. I guess if  someone 
else were coming, it would be a 
problem,” freshman Christina 
Chapman said.

A former student was 
arrested in conjunction with the 
Millbrook burglary.

No one was harmed in either 
incident, and there was no evi-
dence of  forced entry.

Washington University Police 

Chief  Don Strom said that in 
light of  the incidents, students 
should exercise caution, and 
noted that unlocked doors tend 
to be the common link among 
on-campus burglaries.

He encourages students to take 
active steps toward preventing 
future burglaries.

“We want to make sure the 
word gets out to people to lock 
their doors and report suspicious 
activities,” Strom said.

The University warns against 
tailgaters, non-residents who fol-
low students into buildings.

Although it is common for 
students to leave their bed-
room doors open, they are not 
surprised that it is a contribut-
ing factor to many on-campus 
burglaries.

“I didn’t expect it, but it also 
wasn’t a big surprise. When you 
leave your door open all the time 
and it’s so easy to tailgate into 
our building, something’s bound 
to get stolen,” freshman Zack 
Berman said.

In the fall, the U.S. 
Department of  Education 
released Washington University’s 
2009 crime data. On-campus 
robberies had fallen consider-
ably between 2008 and 2009. In 
2008, there were 30 burglaries on 
campus, while in 2009 there were 
only seven.

With additional reporting by Becky 
Prager.
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WU goes green 

Washington University 
placed in the top 5 percent of  
schools that participated in 
RecycleMania 2011, a national 
collegiate recycling competition.

The University recycled 
556,623 pounds of  waste this 

spring in the contest’s Gorilla 
category. The Gorilla category is 
based on total recycled materials 
collected on campus.

“While recycling throughout 
the year is an important initia-
tive for the university, equally 
important is the community’s 
efforts to reduce and reuse our 
material waste,” said Steven P. 

Hoffner, associate vice chan-
cellor for operations, in a press 
release. “By following the three 
Rs—reducing, reusing and recy-
cling—students, faculty and staff  
can live, study and work more 
sustainably.”

The residential college JKL 
and fraternity Sigma Chi won 
a trophy, but not for any ath-
letic feat.

They were the winners of  the 
first Green Cup competition.

Washington University tried 
to cut down on energy con-
sumption by pitting all of  the 
South 40 Residential Colleges 
against each other, and all of  
the fraternity houses against 

each other.
JKL won the ResCollege 

portion of  the event by reduc-
ing its energy intake by 12.3 
percent.

Sigma Chi won the frater-
nity round of  the competition 
by cutting its energy consump-
tion by 16.6 percent.

The winners were announced 
on Friday.

Senior Chris Brennan came 
up with the idea for the compe-
tition and planned it with Will 
Fischer, a fellow in the Office 

of  Sustainability.
In order to keep track of  

the total energy consumption, 
meters had to be installed in 
each building.

According to Fisher, the 
winning teams posted a greater 
reduction than he initially 
expected.

Based on prior experiments 
at other universities, Fischer 
did not expect the reductions 
to top 10 percent.

Takes out trash in recycling competition

JKL and Sigma Chi win campus contest

For the third straight year, the 
Washington University men’s 
track and field team has brought 
home the University Athletic 
Association trophy.

The men’s and women’s teams 
traveled to Atlanta, Ga. on 
Friday and Saturday for the 2011 
UAA Outdoor Championships, 
and the men’s team won its 14th 
conference title in the program’s 
history. The women’s team took 
second, just behind Emory 
University.

“It actually means a lot just 
to know that you were a part of  
something that was continually 
getting better and actually have 
some hardware to show for it,” 
senior Ben Harmon said.

The men’s championship adds 
to a superb year for the program, 
as 2010-2011 marks the first aca-
demic year in which the men’s 
cross country, indoor and out-
door track and field teams all 
captured conference titles.

“These three years have been 
an amazing stretch. The team 
built itself  from the ground up, 

and I have nothing but respect 
for everything our guys and girls 
have done together,” junior Dan 
Davis said.

Davis led the way for the men’s 
team, with a first-place time of  
14.64 seconds in the 110-meter 
hurdles and first-place finishes 
in the 4x100 and 4x400 relays. 
All three times, along with his 
second-place 54.00 seconds in 
the 400-meter hurdles, were good 
for all-UAA honors.

“I was just happy to be a part 
of  both teams with such a deter-
mined group of  guys,” Davis 
said. “Individual events are 
great, but there’s nothing like 
the feeling of  leaving it all on 
the track for someone other than 
yourself.”

Davis ran with senior Tom 
Gulyas, freshman Jake Willen 
and sophomore Ryan Doll on 
the 4x100 to get a winning time 
of  42.92 seconds, and he and 
the Bears closed out the meet by 
winning the 4x400 along with 
freshman Arthur Townsend, 
Harmon, and senior Chris 
Malaya (3:18.77).

Track UAAs: Men 
repeat as champs, 
women second
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Student caught in path of tornado at airport



CNISS Spring 2011 Seminar Series 
Seigle Hall, Weidenbaum Center Conference, Room 170, 
11:30 a.m.
Ramesh Raghavan, assistant professor in the Brown 
School of Social Work will deliver a lecture called 
“Medicaid Policy and Mental Health Services for 
Children in Child Welfare.” The seminar is sponsored 
by the Center for New Institutional Social Sciences and 
is free and open to the public. 

Bouncing Cats
Louderman Hall, Room 458, 7 p.m.
Come see this inspiring documentary about one 
man’s attempt to create a better life for the children 
of Uganda, using the unlikely tool of hip-hop with a 
focus on b-boy culture and breakdance. Bouncing 
Cats follows Abramz, Crazy Legs and Breakdance 
Project Uganda as they strive to use hip-hop culture for 
positive social change. The fi lm features narration by 
Common and interviews with Mos Def, Will.i.am and 
K’Naan.
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I was pretty 

shocked. I was still 

trying to fi gure out 

what had just hap-

pened and deal 

with the fact I had 

just been out in a 

tornado.
– Senior Andrew Warshauer said of 
being caught in a tornado

April 21, 2011
 Harrassment—10:43 a.m.

Location: South Forty House 
A complainant reported receiving 
harassing text messages.
Disposition: pending.

 Larceny—1:30 p.m.
Location: Simon Hall 
A complainant reported the theft of 
an iPod, valued at $240. 
Disposition: unfounded—item was 
located in the lost and found.

 Assault—3:54 p.m.
Location: Park House
Complainant reports being 
assaulted by an intoxicated student. 
Disposition: pending.

“The New Narcocultura: Where Violence and 
Longing Collide”
Danforth University Center Presentation Room 276, 8 – 
10 p.m.
Recipient of the MacArthur Fellowship and prominent 
journalist Alma Guillermoprieto will be giving a 
speech entitled “The New Narcocultura: Where 
Violence and Longing Collide,” sponsored by the 
Department of Romance Languages and Literature.

BazaarBoy.com Presents Beats for Japan
Cicero’s, 6691 Delmar Blvd., 8:30 p.m. – 12:30 a.m.
Come enjoy live music featuring Wash. U.’s JK, DJ Zac 
Blue, and others. All proceeds will benefi t Doctors 
Without Borders in Japan.

4 Square 4 Humanity
Danforth University Center, Edison Courtyard, 2 – 6 
p.m.
Liberty in North Korea (LiNK) and Global Brigades 
will host a four-square event at which you can donate 
$2 for Japan in exchange for as many games as you 
can play. Come check out the throwback music, tasty 
ice pops and childhood memories. 
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In fact, it’s the best college discount from any car company,1 and can save you 
hundreds — even thousands — on an eligible, new Chevrolet,2 Buick or GMC.
If you’re in college, a grad program or even a recent grad...take advantage today  
and save on a new ride that will let you make your own splash on the road!

LUCKILY THE GM COLLEGE DISCOUNT DOESN’T.

Sierra 1500 Reg. Cab WT 2WD MSRP starting at $ 21,845.00

MSRP of Sierra 1500 Crew Cab XFE  
with optional equipment as shown3 $ 35,585.00

Preferred Pricing3 $ 33,624.92

Consumer Cash4 – $ 2,500.00

Down Payment Assistance5 – $ 2,005.00

Price you pay when you finance 
through Ally or GM Financial $ 29,119.92

Your Discount $ 6,465.08

2011 GMC Sierra 1500
(discount example)

2011 Chevrolet Malibu
(discount example)

Malibu LS MSRP starting at $ 22, 735.00

MSRP of Malibu 1LT as shown3 $ 23,585.00

Preferred Pricing3 $ 22,853.97

Consumer Cash4 – $ 3,500.00

Price You Pay $ 19,353.97

Your Discount $ 4,231.03

Get your discount today at gmcollegediscount.com/save.

Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/gmcollegeprogram

1) Eligible participants for the GM College Discount include college students (from any two- or four-year school), recent graduates who have graduated no more than two years ago, and current nursing school and graduate 
students. 2) Excludes Chevrolet Volt. 3) Tax, title, license, dealer fees and optional equipment extra. See dealer for details. 4) Not available with some other offers. Take retail delivery by 5/2/11. See dealer for details. 5) Not available 
with some other offers. Take retail delivery by 5/2/11. Must finance through Ally or GM Financial.

The marks of General Motors, its divisions, slogans, emblems, vehicle model names, vehicle body designs and other marks appearing in this advertisement are the trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors, its subsidiaries, 
affiliates or licensors. ©2011 General Motors. Buckle up, America!
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Save even more on a 
new Dell system for college
Students get the best price* 
on consumer PCs from Dell

* If you fi nd a better price on your day of purchase, contact a Dell University sales specialist and we will beat that price. BEST 
PRICE GUARANTEE does not apply to retail or reseller off ers, Dell Outlet, affi  liate websites, coupons, auctions or quotes 
from Dell sales representatives.  You must present a valid E-value code or saved cart image with lower price to Dell U sales 
specialist on day of purchase prior to your transaction. $75 Off  systems $799 or above in addition to your standard employee 
discount (before tax, shipping and handling). Off er valid 4/1/11 10am CT - 5/21/11 7:00am CT. Specifi cations, availability and 
terms may change without notice. Taxes, fees, shipping, handling and any applicable restocking charges are extra and vary.  
Only applicable on Inspiron, XPS, Studio and Alienware line of systems.  Dell cannot be responsible for pricing or other errors, 
and reserves the right to cancel orders arising from such errors. $100 Off  systems $999 or above in addition to your standard 
employee discount (before tax, shipping and handling). Off er valid 4/1/11 10am CT - 5/21/11 7:00am CT. Specifi cations, 
availability and terms may change without notice. Taxes, fees, shipping, handling and any applicable restocking charges are 
extra and vary.  Only applicable on Inspiron, XPS, Studio and Alienware line of systems.  Dell cannot be responsible for pricing 
or other errors, and reserves the right to cancel orders arising from such errors.

Windows®.  Life without Walls™.  Dell recommends Windows 7.

Dell XPS™ 15
$82499
After member savings 
and $75 off  coupon*

Exclusive Student Coupons*

Get an additional

$75 off 
Use coupon* code: Q$LSSLRJK9LHMP 

Systems $799
or more
(before taxes & fees) 
Expires 5/21/2011

Get an additional

$100 off 
Use coupon* code: ?F?SH4PW03$8BP      

Systems $999
or more
(before taxes & fees) 
Expires 5/21/2011

Enjoy dynamic sound, razor sharp graphics and blazing speed 
with the XPS family of high-performance laptops.

   

Shop now

Member ID: 

Dell.com
1-800-695-8133

gives you easy-to-use 
tools to help you express 
your ideas, solve problems, 
and simplify everyday 
projects.

/dellu/wustl2

KS21187089 

"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend

WILLIAMS PHARMACY
NEED SELF-STORAGE ?

Student Special: 1 Month Free!

Only at:
7270 Olive Street Rd

University City, MO 63130

314.862.4433

Call or visit uhaul.com to 
Reserve Your Space Today!

Offer valid until May 31, 2011

Fischer says that he hopes this will become an 
annual tradition.

“I think that this is a really positive message for 
everyone to hear—the idea of  a Green Cup is some-
thing I hope people take to heart. I was blown away 
by the participation in the fraternities. There was a 
remarkable amount of  participation; I think this is 
such a great foundation for continuing the competi-
tion in future years,” Fischer said.

According to Fischer, some students went to 
extremes to ensure that they decreased their energy 
use.

The Sigma Chi brothers refused to turn on the air 
conditioning in their house during the competition.

Other students took less drastic measures, like 
unplugging their appliances before leaving their 
rooms.

“It was really neat to see people approaching the 
issue not as something politicized but as ‘Hey we need 
to do something to lower our energy consumption,’”
Fischer said.

Still, most students did not recognize the impact that 
the competition had on their everyday lives or those of  
their peers.

“I don’t think the competition helped with the 
energy consumption. I didn’t notice any change in 
behavior in students. People have also been saying tra-
ditional dorms would win, so they didn’t even need to 
try,” sophomore Brooke Husic said.

Freshman Paige VanTassell says that most people 
she knows already acted in an environmentally con-
scious way before the competition.

“I think people normally turn off  their light when 
they leave and such anyway. I didn’t notice any change 
in how people act,” VanTassell said 

Brennan hopes that the lessons learned from the 
competition will carry over into students’ everyday 
lives.

“The idea of  the competition—having people change 
to more socially responsible behavior—was definitely 
more important than the total electricity savings it pro-
duced.  Hopefully those changes can carry over after 
the competition,” Brennan said.

The Office of  Sustainability monitors and submits the 
University’s recycling information to RecycleMania.

Out of  the 363 participating schools, Washington 
University is ranked first among sports rivals in the 
University Athletic Association, second in the state of  
Missouri—behind the University of  Missouri-Columbia—
and fifth among private colleges and universities nationwide. 
The University ranked 15th overall in the Gorilla category.

“I’m delighted that the University has so wholeheartedly 
dedicated itself  to recycling,” said junior Matt Blum, co-
president of  Green Action. “It started as a Green Action 
initiative years ago, and I am glad that the University prides 
itself  on taking the students’ suggestions and incorporating 
them into one of  its goals.”

The competition was conducted over a 10-week period, 
after which all participating schools reported recycling and 
trash data. The figures were then ranked according to who 
collected the largest amount of  recyclables per capita, the 
largest amount of  total recyclables, the least amount of  
trash per capita and the highest recycling rate. 

Students have had mixed reactions about the results, 
and some Green Action members think that the University 
should be concerned with using fewer resources.

“Every trash can I see is overflowing with cardboard,” 
said freshman Eleanor Pearson, a member of Green Action.  
“Students at Wash. U. may care about the environment, but 
we seem not to be able to muster enough will to pay atten-
tion to the color of  the can in front of  us.  If  we did well 
in RecycleMania, it was only because we throw away so 
much; the percent recycled is much more important than 
the amount.”

Students hope that the University’s high placement in this 
year’s competition will be a springboard for further recy-
cling success on campus.

“Fifteenth place is a good start,” freshman Lauren 
Levinson said. “I believe Wash. U. has a good shot at mak-
ing it to the top.”

RecycleMania is administered by the National Recycling 
Coalition. The contest’s website claims that a total of  91 
million pounds of  recyclables and organic materials were 
recovered during the 2011 competition.

Another category in the competition, “targeted mate-
rials,” looks into how schools recycle certain types of  
recyclable materials, either glass, plastic or paper. The 
University is unable to participate in targeted materials 
contests due to the debut of  single-stream recycling on the 
Danforth campus in January 2010.
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Sigma Chi -16.5% 1st
SAE -5.1% 2nd
TKE/Sig Ep -0.7% 3rd
Beta/AEPi 2.9% 4th
Kappa Sig 3.7% 5th
Theta Xi 17.1% 6th
Sigma Nu 25.8% 7th
Phi Delta 29.6% 8th

JKL -12.2% 1st
HIG -7.1% 2nd
Thomas Eliot -6.8% 3rd
Wm Greenleaf Eliot -4.3% 4th
Crow -4.1% 5th
Ruby/Umrath/South 40 -0.8% 6th
Brookings -0.8% 7th
Liggett/Koenig -0.3% 8th
Lee/Beaumont 1% 9th
Park/Mudd 2.7% 10th

FRATERNITY LEAGUE 
(% change in energy usage)

SOUTH 40 LEAGUE  (% change)

Stu·dent 1Life (n)— since 1878
1. Washington University’s thrice weekly, student-run 
newspaper; independent from the University administra-
tion.

2. The best source for campus news, sports scores, 
movie reviews, Sudoku, things to do around St. Louis 
and more.

3. A great way to meet new people and learn about jour-
nalism.

4. A fun, amazing and dedicated staff that works to rep-
resent you. 

5. Warning: may lead to bragging about having name 
in print, getting interviews with famous individuals and 
other perks.

Energy saved in 
Green Cup
competition

With additional reporting by Wei-Yin Ko.
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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verifi cation. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.

OUR VOICE: 
EDITORIAL BOARD

YOUR VOICE:
SUBMISSIONS

OUR WEB 
POLICY

forum

RE: ‘The trains: Time for change’
“People are irrational 
and markets aren’t 
perfect. Don’t want the 
government in transpor-
tation? Fine. No more 
Interstates. We’ll go back 
to the turnpike days and 
we’ll pay for each road 

we use. See what hap-
pens to your precious 
commodity prices in the 
middle of the country.”
—evil socialist 

“If however, the prob-
lem of train travel is 

related to “reputation 
of uncompetitive prices 
and slow travel,” then 
perhaps there are valid 
reasons why train travel 
has not expanded in this 
country. Pouring more 
money into an ineffi  cient 

model, without proven 
results, will not create 
positive results. Instead, 
this is merely another 
opportunity for the 
government to expand 
its infl uence into en-
ergy and transportation, 

thus exacerbating the 
problem and passing the 
costs onto all Americans 
unable to receive gov-
ernment handouts from 
train subsidies.”
—royhobbs

STAFF EDITORIALSTAFF EDITORIAL

Don’t let a good resource go to waste

S
tudent Union has allocated an 
extra $91,000 to the salaries 
part of  its operational bud-
get, and although salaries are 

not disclosed, a significant portion of  
this increase can be attributed to a new 
professional staff  member, technology 
coordinator Eric Suiter, and his necessary 
expenditures. Suiter will be responsible 
for working with student groups and 
overhauling the SU website. While we see 
this as a helpful resource, we have two 
suggestions to help ensure that Wash. 
U. students get the most out of  this new 
position.

In order for Suiter to properly assess the 
technology needs of  each student group, 
he must hear from those groups directly. 
For this reason, we would like to see 
short, organized appointments with an 

executive from each student group early 
in his tenure. These meetings could func-
tion similarly to an advising appointment 
to assess the group’s current situation and 
how it can be improved. These meetings 
will allow a group with specific concerns 
to receive tailored guidance and allow 
clubs without a serious online presence 
to learn more about how to reach more 
students with information about their 
activities.

 While groups that do not devote time 
to websites may find these meetings 
inconvenient, they should consider the 
positive impact that an improved Internet 
presence could have on the recruitment of  
new members. For a member of  the class 
of  2015 who is interested in a particu-
lar part of  campus life, a Google search 
may be the first place he or she goes for 

relevant clubs or student-run events. 
Groups without a website are likely to be 
ignored, and those with unprofessional 
or confusing websites may be dismissed. 
Suiter, whose expertise will be devoted to 
SU clubs, may surprise reluctant group 
leaders with the improvements he can 
offer.

While improved online resources for 
individual groups will be helpful, their 
websites are not the only ones in need 
of  help. The current SU website, while 
attractive, is nearly impossible to navigate. 
The site’s home page has a jumble of  
banners, tabbed options and tweets with 
SU’s latest news. With a new technol-
ogy coordinator, we hope to see the site 
become a more user-friendly resource for 
student groups who depend on SU for 
funds and room reservations. We hope 

that improvements would focus largely 
on the site’s functionality, not its image. 
Groups who depend on SU should be able 
to locate these resources easily.

We hope these simple suggestions will 
allow SU’s newest resource to become 
an extremely practical one. Not only will 
Suiter be able to assist student groups, 
but he will allow SU to improve constitu-
ent service without depending on the 
University’s available technology support. 
Suiter will provide internal SU improve-
ment through its website, as well as 
amplify the presence of  countess student 
groups. With these suggestions, the edito-
rial board hopes that Suiter’s assistance 
will mean a more advantageous, efficient 
use of  resources to allow both SU and its 
student groups to reach those students 
they have not before. 

studlife.com

U
pon declaring a major, 
students in the College of  
Arts & Sciences are assigned 
a major adviser with whom 

they must meet at the end of  every 
semester before they can register for the 
next semester’s courses. The idea is that 
the advisers, who are members of  which-
ever department the chosen major is in, 
can provide advice and insight better 
than four-year academic advisers.

Initially, I took a very dim view toward 
the process. I thought that it was a waste 
of  time—that I would learn nothing 
valuable about classes or professors, and 
that if  left to my own devices, I would be 
able to put together an excellent sched-
ule. From speaking with others, I gather 
that this is a widely held opinion, even 
among those who have already met with 
their major advisers.

I put off  seeing my primary adviser 
until the day before registration, but 
even in my brief  meeting, I realized how 
wrong I was. My adviser looked at the 
two major classes I had been planning 
on taking next semester, approved one of  
them, and tactfully suggested, given the 
reputation of  the professor for the other 
class, that someone like me might do bet-
ter with a different class, or at least enroll 
in another in case I didn’t find the course 
to my liking.

This amazed me. I had been told that 
certain professors should be avoided, 
but this information had always come to 
me from students. My regular academic 
adviser had only ever spoken glowingly 
of  professors. I recall asking once if  there 
were any professors I ought to avoid, 
and receiving an evasive answer regard-
ing the differing talents of  Washington 
University staff.

Major advisers, I found, are an invalu-
able resource. Four-year advisers are 

useful as far as figuring out the ins and 
outs of  the cluster system, but they fall 
slightly short when it comes to help-
ing pick the good classes from the bad. 
Major advisers, on the other hand, are 
intimately acquainted with their depart-
ments and are ready and willing to steer 
students in ways I had never known 
about. My own adviser, an intensely busy 
person, cared enough about a nameless, 
faceless undergrad enough to deliver 
some genuinely good advice. As far as 
picking classes is concerned, the 15-min-
ute meeting was more useful to me than 
anything else I’ve been told in my three 
semesters at Washington University.

I dragged my feet all the way to 
this meeting, but afterward, I wished 
I hadn’t. I only had a few hours to 
revise my schedule for next semester, 
and new questions arose for which my 
adviser could have been helpful. I have 
two majors, and, as it is not required 
to register for classes next semester, I 

did not bother getting in touch with my 
secondary-major adviser. After meeting 
with my primary adviser though, I wish 
I had. His insight was valuable, and I 
feel that I could have gleaned much more 
from the adviser for the second major—
which happens to interest me even more 
than my first.

At the end of  next semester, I plan 
on meeting with both of  my advisers 
as early as I can. I believe that they are 
underrated and incredibly helpful and I 
urge all other Arts & Sciences students, 
especially those who don’t feel they have 
been particularly helped by their major 
advisers, to give their advisers the benefit 
of  the doubt and not postpone their 
required meetings until the day before 
registration.

Take advantage of major adviser guidance
MATTHEW CURTIS

STAFF COLUMNIST

Matthew Curtis is a sophomore in Arts &

Sciences. Write to Matthew at 

MATTHEW.CURTIS@STUDLIFE.COM
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How can you let him go? 

P
ier Marton is a beloved film 
production professor here at 
Washington University. Known 
for encouraging students to pry 

deeply, play freely and produce top-quality 
work, Pier is a rare combination of  intel-
lectual, dreamer and master craftsman. 

Yet Professor Marton’s contract has been 
terminated. He is teaching his last semester 
in Film and Media Studies this spring. I 
can’t seem to make sense of  it.

The number of  people who teach video 
production at Washington University can 
be counted on one hand. As far as I can 
tell, not one has energy or expertise com-
parable to that of  Professor Marton, who 
has been working in video for over thirty 
years. 

In that time, Professor Marton’s work 

has been exhibited and acclaimed interna-
tionally; collected by institutions such as 
New York City’s Museum of  Modern Art, 
the National Gallery of  Canada and Paris’ 
Beaubourg Museum; reviewed by The 
New York Times, The Village Voice and 
Le Monde; and described as “a carefully 
crafted chaos” capable of  “turn[ing] your 
brains inside out like Hitchcock’s trickiest 
scenes. As sharp as a crack of  the whip.” 
Marton’s colleagues and references include 
pioneering video artists Bill Viola, Suzanne 
Lacy, Robert Cahen, and his mentor and 
friend, the late Jean Baudrillard himself. 

In his 13 years at Washington University, 
Professor Marton has been a devoted 
instructor, extending himself  beyond office 
hours to advise individuals and student 
groups, jury film competitions, facilitate 
discussions and organize screenings and 
lectures. In the three years I have worked 
with him, over the course of  hundreds of  

emails and countless conversations, I am 
regularly awed by his commitment to and 
concern for his students. 

More relevant than prestige is Professor 
Marton’s practice, grounded in a deeply 
rooted joy and sense of  discovery. Class 
discussions flow fluidly from high theory 
to production. Former student Ann Hirsch 
aptly described him as “the John Cage of  
the classroom.” 

It can be difficult to explain what it is 
about Professor Marton that is so rare—
imagine a “Dangerous Minds” where 
Professor Marton salvages privileged kids 
from inflated senses of  self-worth in lives 
where one can be kept too busy to think. 
He grounds us firmly in media while 
constantly moving beyond media. When I 
returned from studying abroad, Professor 
Marton didn’t take any old travel stories 
or snapshots for granted. He asked me the 
ways I had changed as a human being and 

what I saw differently. 
I am writing for the sake of  current and 

future students, for this entire community, 
for all of  the worlds we affect when we 
leave here. We need this kind of  rigor. At a 
time when, as Professor Marton said, “we 
look at images as if  they are truth,” we 
need thoughtful, articulate filmmakers. We 
need critical consumers of  media. If  we 
are seeking our education in earnest, it is 
in our best interest to keep professors that 
ask something real of  us. 

A professor like Pier Marton—a person 
like Pier Marton—is hard to come by. 

And so I ask: How can we let him go?

DANIELLE HAYES

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Danielle Hayes is a fifth-year dual-degree 

student in Arts & Sciences and the College

of Art. Write to Danielle at 

DANIELLE.HAYES@GMAIL.COM



The Washington University baseball 
team suffered a setback in its hopes of  
making the NCAA playoffs on Saturday, 
losing all three games of  a triple-header 
against the University of  Chicago.

“They were a very good hitting team–
–one of  the best that we’ve seen all 
year––and we just didn’t get any breaks. 
We kind of  fell apart at the end of  the first 
game, but we started to battle in the sec-
ond and third games,” said senior Adam 
Merzel, the starting pitcher. “We just came 
up a little bit short. You have to put good 
teams away, and we didn’t do that.”

The Bears started the day with a crush-
ing 17-3 loss in the first game. Though the 
Maroons led by just two after four innings, 
they broke the game open with 12 runs in 
the bottom of  the fifth. 

Merzel allowed 12 hits and seven earned 
runs in four innings of  work, but he faced 
just two batters in the 12-run inning.

“I just have to give them a lot of  credit 
because they hit every one of  my mistakes,” 
Merzel said. “I didn’t get away with a lot 
of  pitches, and they even hit some pitches 
that weren’t mistakes. If  I threw a…pitch 
that was even remotely hittable, they got 
the bat on the ball.”  

After two hits to start the fifth inning, 
junior Michael Fletcher was brought in for 
relief, but he struggled to get outs as well. 
The Bears faced 13 batters, and needed 
another pitcher, before recording the first 
out of  the inning. They gave up eight hits 
and committed three errors to allow 12 
runs in all. 

“It was pretty unexpected. We came in 
and just got destroyed in the first game. We 
were expecting Chicago to be good, but not 
be that good,” senior Travis May said. “So 
I think [during] the next games [we were 
experiencing] kind of  a little hangover 
from that first game.”

Sophomore Stephen Bonser, the starting 
pitcher in the second leg, fared no better. 
He pitched six innings and gave up seven 
earned runs and 13 hits in a 7-4 loss.

While Wash. U. was held scoreless until 
the top of  the fourth, Chicago scored one 
run in each of  the first two innings and 
pushed across three in the third on a two-
run homer and an RBI triple.

“They have a team that’s [full of] sinker-
ballers and groundball pitchers…and that’s 
what they did to us all day,” May said. 
“Their pitchers were keeping balls low and 
getting us to just ground out one after the 
next.” 

May knocked in the Bears’ first three 
runs of  the game, on an RBI single in the 
fourth and a two-run double in the sixth, 
but the team could not come back from the 
initial 5-0 deficit. 

The final game of  the tripleheader was 
the closest, but Chicago still came out on 
top, defeating Wash. U. 5-4. 

“Playing a triple-header is rough, and I 
hope we never have to do that again, but 
it’s tough being the team that’s lost the 
first two and you have to come out and 
play another one,” May said. “It was crazy 

conditions there: 25-mile-an-hour and 
30-mile-an-hour winds going out to left 
field, and they just kept hitting pop flies 
that would go over the fence. Our pitch-
ers were really frustrated; all our fielders 
were pretty frustrated, just sitting there and 
watching that when we weren’t capitaliz-
ing on it.”

Senior catcher Joe Noon’s bases-loaded 
groundout in the second inning gave the 
Bears their first lead of  the day, but that 
lead would be short-lived. The Maroons 
tied the game 1-1 in the third and put up 
four runs on six hits an inning later.

Junior Brandon Rogalski and senior 
Matt Skinner hit back-to-back RBI doubles 
in the fifth, and senior Ben Ingell had an 
RBI single in the sixth, but the team would 
be held scoreless in the seventh to end the 

game.
Wash. U. (25-16, 3-3) will return home 

to take on Millikin University on Thursday. 
The first pitch is scheduled for 3 p.m. at 
Utz Stadium. 

“We realize that we still have a legiti-
mate shot to make the [playoffs], and if  
we take care of  business like we know 
we can the last couple games of  the year, 
we’re going to have a very respectable win-
ning percentage and an admiral strength 
of  schedule,” Merzel said. “The regional 
committee definitely respects playing good 
teams and beating good opponents, and we 
have done that.”
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Senior starting pitcher David Liebman fires home against Webster University on April 18. Liebman gave up four earned runs through 

3.1 innings in the third game against the University of Chicago on Saturday, a 5-4 loss. 

The Washington University women’s 
tennis team rallied to take four of  six 
singles matches to secure third at the 
2011 University Athletic Association  
Championships held in the St. Louis 
Metro Area over the weekend.

“It was our best weekend yet, and this is 
what we’ve been working for,” head coach 
Kelly Stahlhuth said. “We’ve been trying 
to get stronger every week, and [the play-
ers] did it.”

No. 11 Carnegie Mellon University took 
a 2-1 lead over the No. 15 Bears through 
doubles play on Sunday, but the Red and 
Green fought back in singles until fresh-
man Evelyn Qin defeated Courtney Chin 
6-2, 7-6 (7-2) at second singles to complete 
the comeback and secure the 5-4 victory.

“It was amazing,” Qin said. “I really 
wanted to finish strong for our team espe-
cially since I hadn’t won a match this 
weekend, and I was thinking about our 
upperclassmen and how it was our last 

UAA match for them, so I wanted to do 
really well for them.”

Down 5-6 in the second set, Qin lev-
eled the match at 6-6 before winning the 
tiebreaker.

“It was nice. It’s the first time we’ve 
beaten Carnegie since I’ve been here. 
Evelyn has been playing phenomenally, 
and we knew she could do it,” said 
Stahlhuth, who has coached the team 
since the 2005-2006 season.

Sophomore Kate Klein, freshman 
Theresa Petraskova and sophomore Paige 
Madara also collected the singles victo-
ries for Wash. U. at third, fourth and sixth 
singles, respectively. Madara and fresh-
man Corinne Rauck also won 8-4 at third 
doubles.

After winning its opening match of  
the tournament against the University 
of  Rochester on Friday, the Bears faced 
No. 3 Emory University on Saturday. The 
Eagles shut out Wash. U. 6-0 to advance to 
the UAA title match. Agaisnt the Eagles, 
the Bears lost by at least four games in 
every completed match and only won sets 

at fourth and fifth singles in matches that 
were not completed.

Tournament play opened for Wash. U. 
on Friday against Rochester, and a strong 
start from the Bears clinched the match 
halfway through singles play.

Rauck and Madara got the Bears on the 
scoreboard early with an 8-2 win at third 
doubles, and Petraskova and senior Elise 
Sambol gave the team a crucial 2-1 lead 
by taking second doubles 8-2. Madara, 
Petraskova and Klein then won their 
singles matches in straight sets to win the 
match for the Red and Green, though the 
Yellowjackets would win at first, second 
and fifth singles.

Inclement weather relocated all matches 
from the Dwight Davis Tennis Center 
in Forest Park to the Kings Point Sports 
Club in Belleville, Ill., and the Sunset 
Tennis Center in Sappington, Mo. The 
Bears played both their first- and third-
round matches at Kings Point.

While Emory, the eventual conference 
champions, received the automatic bid 
into the NCAA Championships, Chicago, 

Wash. U. and Carnegie are in line to 
receive at-large bids to the tournament as 
teams ranked in the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association Top 25.

“[The UAA has] usually gotten in four. 
There’s always a few teams left out. I 
think a few of  our solid wins have helped, 
especially this late in the year, but we just 
have to hope they write our names down 
and hopefully they will,” Stahlhuth said.

Washington University (15-5) concludes 
its regular season with a match at No. 17 
DePauw University on May 7. The Bears 
defeated the Tigers 6-3 in the quarterfinals 
of  the Midwest Invitational in Madison, 
Wis., on April 8. 

“Against DePauw, we [have] to stay 
strong against them since we already 
played them once earlier in the season 
and keep up our toughness and competi-
tiveness,” Qin said. “The same goes for 
nationals.”

Bears upset Carnegie Mellon, take third at UAAs

rite to Josh Goldman at 

JOSH.GOLDMAN@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Alex Dropkin at

ALEX.DROPKIN@STUDLIFE.COM

Baseball swept in triple-header at Chicago

UAA FROM PAGE 1

 “It was the last race of  the meet, and 
we already knew that we had the team 
title all wrapped up,” Harmon said of  the 
4x400. “We just wanted to go out and fin-
ish it with an exclamation point.”

“That four by four will be one of  my 
favorite track and field memories for a 
long time to come,” Davis added.

Several other athletes on the men’s side 
took home individual titles. Senior Alden 
Black won both the 5,000-meter run 
(15:15.46) and the 3,000-meter steeple-
chase (9:11.46), setting a UAA outdoor 
championship record with the latter. 
Junior Michael Burnstein’s 31:20.42 in the 
10,000-meter run gave him a win as well.

In the field events, three more athletes 

brought home first-place finishes. Harmon 
took the pole vault (4.45 meters) and the 
long jump (7.09 meters), sophomore Tom 
Arnold won the shot put at 13.95 meters 
and junior Justin Pieper’s 1.93 meters 
earned him first in the high jump.

Despite leading at the end of  Friday and 
through the majority of  Saturday’s events, 
the women’s side suffered a 19-point loss 
to Emory to take second overall in the 
meet. However, the team did have sev-
eral first-place finishes to highlight its 
weekend.

“Coming in, we were kind of  not 
expected to win…and we knew that 
[Emory] would be making up a lot of  
points on Saturday,” junior Liz Phillips 

said. “We didn’t quite have the points, but 
we had a lot of  excellent performances, a 
lot of  [personal records], and I don’t think 
you can step away from a weekend like 
that and be upset.” 

Phillips took both the 800 and 1,500-
meter runs with respective times of  
2:16.24 and 4:44.53, and senior Taryn 
Surtees’ 36:28.39 in the 10,000-meter run 
was also good for a win. The team’s 4x800 
relay of  freshman Katy Barron, junior 
Erica Jackey, junior Elisabeth Stocking 
and Phillips won with a time of  9:20.28.

“When you go to conference, it’s all 
strategic and you’re all trying to score the 
most points,” Phillips said. “And I guess I 
scored all the points I could for the team, 

so I was happy about that. It was definitely 
a good weekend.”

Two more athletes took three first-place 
finishes in the field events. Freshman 
Anna Etherington claimed first in the 
pole vault at a mark of  3.40 meters, and 
sophomore Anne Diaz-Arrastia won both 
the long jump (5.44 meters) and the triple 
jump (11.33 meters).

The teams will be back in action on 
Saturday for the Illinois College Twilight 
Open in Jacksonville, Ill. The meet—
the first of  four remaining meets before 
NCAA Championships—will begin at 4 
p.m.

ALEX DROPKIN

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

JOSH GOLDMAN

SPORTS REPORTER



I had Portal 2 spoiled for me by a man 
who posted the major plot twist in the 
title of  a thread on the game’s official 
forums —an instant permanent ban. Now, I 
usually don’t mind if  something is spoiled 
for me, so as disappointed as I was, I didn’t 
get too angry. Then I reached the twist. 
The twist that would have been that so 
much more powerful if  I hadn’t seen it 
coming. Suffice to say that there now exists 
a person whose day I’d like to ruin.

It takes a special game to drive me to ret-
ribution, but Portal 2 awakes my bloodlust 
in a quiet, convincing fashion. It is not a 
perfect game, however. I’d go so far as to 
say that it’s not the best portal-based puz-
zler Valve could have made, even after eons 
in development. It may sound odd, but you 
heard it here first: Portal 2’s single player is 
a masterpiece due to its story and presenta-
tion, and not the portals.

But let’s begin with the portals anyway. 
There’s still a portal gun, and it does 
nothing different —but then again, it didn’t 
need to. Valve opted for simplicity, instead 
introducing additions in the form of  new 
things that go through portals. The fanciest 
additions are colorful blobs of  gel that have 
different effects when splashed on surfaces.

It may seem like too many variables 
to juggle at once, but Valve has carefully 
introduced each new mechanic before 
combining it with other elements. The 
puzzles are nothing short of  sublime. 
Thanks to endless playtesting, each 

chamber is built so that it is immediately 
clear what must be done, while leaving the 
player to figure out how to do it. As any 
Portal veteran will attest to, the feeling of  
sheer cleverness that comes from solving 
each chamber is so satisfying it should be 
bottled and sold in stores.

There’s no mistaking the ingenuity of  
the puzzles on display in Portal 2, but I 
can’t help but feel that Valve went a bit too 
far in easing players into each addition. 
There’s a shortage of  larger puzzles that 
combine all the different elements, and this 
is true even toward the end of  the game. 
Perhaps it would have been a bit too messy, 
but I would have liked to see crazier, multi-
faceted chambers that take advantage of  all 
the new mechanics.

My other complaint is that the first half  
of  the second act focuses on exposition. 
Without spoiling much, it is the most 
tedious part of  the game, at times almost 
reducing Portal 2 to a hidden object game. 
I understand what Valve was trying to do, 
but unfortunately it drags down the middle 
section of  a game marked by otherwise 
flawless pacing. 

Portal 2 might have the finest writing to 
come out of  the games industry in recent 
memory. Writers Erik Wolpaw and Chet 
Faliszek are masters of  dark humor, using 
dialogue to shift the tone from twisted 
to facetious at the flick of  a switch. The 
narrative is so excellent that I’m actually 
running out of  superlatives to describe 
it. Case in point: the potato. You’ll get it 
when you play it.

The ending, a point where so many 

games fall to pieces, is handled particularly 
well. It feels appropriate and satisfying, but 
more than that, it feels right. And the voice 
acting sets an industry standard—Ellen 
McLain as GlaDOS, Stephen Merchant 
as Wheatley and J.K. Simmons as Cave 
Johnson made me stop and pause for 
minutes on end just to hear more dialogue. 
Then there are the incidental details, like 
the Rat Man’s secret hideouts and the 
defective turrets, which make the game 
that much more charming.

Portal 2 is beyond special. It may lack 
the brevity of  the first, but what it lacks 
in focus it makes up for in vision and 
scope, while still delivering an immensely 

personal story. If  you have any affection 
for Chell or GlaDOS, the seven or eight 
hours that comprise Portal 2 single player 
will be among your best this year.
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Pregnancy tests, birth control, breast exams & more.
www.plannedparenthood.org/stlouis | 800.230.7526

You’re not alone, accidents happen. That’s why we have plan b, 
the morning-after pill (also known as emergency contraception). 
take it within five days of unprotected sex to prevent a pregnancy.

800.230.7526  |  www.plannedparenthood.org/stlouis

oh sh*t.
the condom broke.

cadenza

“American Idol” has been the most popu-
lar show on American airwaves for almost 
a decade now, but vocal performance shows 
are only now exploding on air. All the 
shows need is a twist to keep them relevant. 
NBC’s “The Sing-Off ” accomplished this 
by focusing only on a cappella groups, and 
“CMT’s Next Superstar” is constrained 
to the country genre. “The Voice,” NBC’s 
newest singing show that premiers Tuesday 
night at 8 p.m. CST, has an interesting twist 
that may prove to be just as gimmicky as it 
is unique—the blind audition.

Based on the Dutch show “The Voice of  
Holland,” NBC’s new show stars Cee Lo 
Green, Christina Aguilera, Blake Shelton 
and Adam Levine of  Maroon 5 as judges. 
During audition rounds, the judges will sit 
in rotating chairs with their backs toward 
the contestants, who will attempt to sing 
their hearts out. If  a judge likes “the voice,” 
he or she will press a button that will rotate 
them towards the singer, allowing the judge 
to see what he or she has just signed up for. 
If  a judge likes a singer, that judge will then 
become his or her coach until the contestant 
loses a round. But if  two or more judges 
like a contestant, the contestant will get to 
choose who will guide them.

The judges will make the show interest-
ing; Aguilera has the chance to redeem 
herself  after her disastrous turn at the Super 
Bowl, and Levine is taking some time off  
from Maroon 5 to do this show, so hopefully 
it’s worth it. Carson Daly is the host, hope-
fully bringing back the talent that we haven’t 
seen from him since TRL left the air. (Yes, 
he has a late night show, but I’m normally 
asleep by then. Or I should be, at least.) 

Despite all-star judging, “The Voice” 
loses all that makes it unique after the initial 
auditions. Once a judge sees his or her con-
testants, it becomes similar to all the other 
singing shows on air. 

Still, “The Voice” has a few redeeming 

features that will probably make it worth 
watching. After the audition, the contes-
tants are narrowed down through “battle 
rounds,” in which two singers backed by 
the same coach face off  and the judge picks 
between the two of  them. These rounds 
promise to be tense and exciting. After that, 
it becomes a live show in which the televi-
sion audience gets to vote.

Is “The Voice” any different from the 
other singing shows on television? Probably 
not substantially, but I’m excited to tune in 
and find out.  

MICHAEL YANG

VIDEO GAMES EDITOR

‘Portal 2’ single-player review

‘The Voice’ to blindly go where no show has gone before
ANDIE HUTNER

SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

Players can use portals to redirect lasers and light bridges, two of the new mechanics 

from Valve’s ‘Portal 2.’ 

Write to Michael Yang at 

MICHAEL.YANG@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Andie Hutner at 

ANDIE.HUTNER@STUDLIFE.COM

Read Percy Olsen and 
Craig Ostrin’s thoughts 
on the game’s co-op 
mode at studlife.com.



7STUDENT LIFEMONDAY, APRIL 25, 2011

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
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ACROSS
1 Shire of “Rocky”
6 Mortgage

insurance org.
9 “__, poor Yorick!”:

Hamlet
13 Giving the old

heave-ho
14 Flippered

mammal
15 Tibetan spiritual

master
16 Near miss
18 And others, in

footnotes
19 Casino game
20 Make smooth, as

a transition
21 Glacial ridge
22 Boxer’s fit

condition
25 Texas city

across the
border from
Ciudad Juárez

28 Bottle opener,
e.g.

29 Pine (for)
30 “Phooey!”
32 Betray

sleepiness
36 Musician’s asset
37 Neckwear

accessory
40 Hush-hush fed.

gp.
41 Design detail, for

short
43 It’s younger than

a yearling
44 Deserves
46 Police action
48 Police action
49 Specially edited

version of a film
54 Regal

pronouncement
55 Equine restraint
56 Cuba, por

ejemplo
60 “Candy is dandy”

poet
61 Establishment

where the ends
of 16-, 22-, 37-
and 49-Across
take place

63 You, to Quakers
64 Load to bear
65 Worldly-unwise
66 Turgenev’s

“Fathers and __”
67 RR stop
68 Building wing

DOWN
1 Notice holder
2 Bridge toll unit
3 King of the jungle
4 To such an extent
5 Go gray, maybe
6 Lavish dinner
7 Succeed in every

way
8 Brown or pale

quaff
9 With vigilance

10 “See ya __”
11 Valuable violin
12 Oregon’s capital
14 Persian king
17 Lily that’s Utah’s

state flower
21 In the past
23 George

Harrison’s “__ It a
Pity”

24 “Me? Never!”
25 Storm centers
26 __ of faith
27 Cut the peel from
30 Underarm

product
31 “His Master’s

Voice” co.
33 Field measure
34 Pitching

successes
35 Democratic

donkey designer

38 “__ makes you
happy ...”

39 Bolivia 
neighbor

42 Nativity scenes
45 Craftsperson
47 Take steps
48 Teen facial woe
49 Fender dings
50 The Snake flows

along much of its
border with
Oregon

51 (Has) ascended
52 It’s not an all-new

episode
53 Sis and bro
57 Knee-to-ankle

bone
58 Zero, at

Wimbledon
59 Acme
61 Logan Airport

city: Abbr.
62 Messenger

molecule

Friday’s Puzzle Solved

By Jennifer Nutt 4/25/11

(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 4/25/11

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
FRIDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2

3 4

© 2011 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

4/25/11

HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

4/22 SOLUTION

topic:    Trendy Foods

your AD here.

SPONSORED BY:

maniapuzzle

scene
The Wainwright building 

When you pass it for the first time, 
there’s something odd about the 
Wainwright State Office Building. Face 
its front at 111 N. 7th St., and you might 
see the building’s intricate ornamenta-
tion and red brick facade as a sign of  the 
past, hallmarks of  a time when build-
ings were smaller. But look up a bit, and 
you’ll see that the Wainwright building 
stretches higher than you’d expect. It 
isn’t lean, exactly, but the brick piers 
have a funny way of  stretching upward 
when you gaze up at the building’s top. 

This amalgamation of  frieze and 
height are indicative of  the historic tran-
sition the Wainwright building has gone 
through. The building itself  was built to 
inflate the ego of  St. Louis brewer Ellis 
Wainwright, but the significance of  its 
design is still with us. 

Before the Wainwright building, 
architects were unsure how to best use 
lightweight steel to build skyscrap-
ers. Early attempts at high-rise office 
buildings were embarrassing layered 
affairs, resembling stacked books or, 
worse, cakes. In 1890, architect Louis 
Sullivan of  the Chicago firm Adler and 
Sullivan received a contract to design the 
Wainwright building.

“[The skyscraper] must be tall, every 
inch of  it tall. The force and power of  
altitude must be in it, the glory and pride 
of  exaltation must be in it. It must be 
every inch a proud and soaring thing, 

rising in sheer exultation that from bot-
tom to top it is a unit without a single 
dissenting line,” Sullivan later wrote 
in an article for Lippincott’s Monthly 
Magazine. 

Sullivan accomplished his lofty goal 
by turning the horizontal structure on 
its head. For one of  the first times in 
architectural history, the architect took 
full advantage of  the strength lightweight 
steel afforded him. He built up, not later-
ally. Instead of  building a cake, Sullivan 
built a column sandwiched between the 
top and bottom floors. 

Sullivan’s choice to stretch upwards is 
what gives the Wainwright building its 
historical significance. A casual glance 
at any city block shows example after 
example of  Sullivan’s innovation. In fact, 
if  you were to replace the Wainwright 
building’s brick facade with glass, in your 
mind’s eye, it would be indistinguishable 
from modern skyscrapers. That’s what 
makes viewing the Wainwright building 
nowadays such a treat. It doesn’t just sit 
downtown; it sits in this place between 
two worlds—one of  pre-sheen masonry 
and one of  corporate superstructures. 

PERCY OLSEN

SCENE REPORTER

Write to Percy Olsen at 

PERCY.OLSEN@STUDLIFE.COM

The Wainwright building, located at 709 Chestnut Street in downtown St. Louis, was built 

between 1890 and 1891. It is one of the earliest examples of amodern skyscrapers.

At 10 stories tall, one of the fi rst modern skyscrapers
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