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Though national unemployment stands at 
nearly 10 percent, school officials predict that 
Washington University’s Class of 2011 will 
actually have less difficulty finding jobs than the 
students who graduated in previous years.

Though they are still being compiled, the 
University’s postgraduate statistics for 2010 
continue to point in the school’s favor. The 
job market, following severe repercussions 
from the recent recession, has begun to recover 
significantly.

According to school officials, conditions 
will continue to improve as the country’s 
economy heals and as the University persists 
in marketing itself to achieve more recognition 

The Washington University Climate 
Justice Alliance (WUCJA) has received 
the Joseph Barbosa Award, a national 
commendation from the Sierra Club that 
recognizes outstanding environmental efforts 
of contributors under the age of 30. 

The alliance earned the annual award last 
week for its work educating the Washington 
University campus about the costs of using 
coal as fuel and the need for alternative 
energies, specifically through an event in April 
called the Great Coal Debate.

The debate, which filled Graham Chapel 
and was picked up by around 6,000 individual 
streams, had an estimated 10,000 total viewers. 
It pitted Fred Palmer, vice president of public 
relations for Peabody Energy, against Bruce 
Nilles, director of the Sierra Club’s Beyond 
Coal Campaign, and was moderated by Bryan 
Walsh, TIME magazine’s environmental 
correspondent. 

“Coal is a very contentious issue these 

The Student Sustainability Fund (SSF) 
is open for business for those who have a 
project in mind to make the University more 
sustainable.

The committee (SSF) will fund student 
initiatives to make their sustainable ideas a 
reality. The committee will host IdeaBounce 
from noon to 1:15 p.m. on Saturday in Umrath 
Hall, in cooperation with the Skandalaris 
Center and the McDonnell Academy Global 
Energy and Environment Partnership’s 
Global Energy Future summit.

The fund received $11,900 in Student 
Union money when the student body voted 
to approve a referendum in the spring. 

SSF aims to fund projects that increase 
environmental awareness and make the 
campus more environmentally friendly.

“We’re looking for all types of ideas 
to make campus more sustainable and to 
educate students about sustainable issues, 

so anything from art installations to starting 
green businesses on campus to energy saving 
measures,” said senior Alex Christensen, 
student fund manager.

Junior Ellie Cooper, another student 
fund manager, believes the fund will benefit 
everyone interested in sustainability, in 
addition to students who are not involved.

“The fund is also going to serve as a way 
to kind of aggregate desires from students and 
also the willingness of the administration and 
facilities and…we have on campus together 
so it’s a way to match people up who are all 
interested in the same thing,” Cooper said. 
“We want it to really reach people who don’t 
live and breathe sustainability that either 
makes them more aware of their habits or 
teaches them something new.”

Those in attendance at IdeaBounce will 
have a chance to pitch their ideas, including 
the potential costs and resources that they 
will need. The committee will then choose 
some projects they’ll ask to provide a full 
proposal.

The judges are Deb Howard, the interim 
dean of sustainability; Hannah Roth, one of  
the Sustainability Fund Committee members 
and professor in the architecture school; and 
Art Ackermann, the associate vice chancellor 
for facilities planning and management.

IdeaBounce will parallel the fund’s normal 
application round. Students who do not 
participate in the event will be able to present 
preliminary proposals to the committee by 
Oct. 8. SSF will then ask certain projects for 
more information and give final decisions to 
students by November.

The fund will handle more than approved 
projects. Groups will also receive a liaison 
from the committee to ensure that their 
project gets carried out and implemented.

SSF has already received several projects, 
including a compact fluorescent lamp 
exchange on campus and a bicycle-powered 
smoothie maker.

More jobs
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for Class
of 2011
MICHAEL TABB

CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

WUCJA 
receives 
award from 
Sierra Club
SADIE SMECK

CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE JOBS, PAGE 3

SEE AWARD, PAGE 3

Sustainability fund taking student proposals
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Architecture graduate students Bryce 
Robinson and Darrick Byers encountered 
an unexpected visitor this summer 
while working at the Kinloch Learning 
Center: a stray dog named Fred who had 
wandered into the center’s garden.

The center strives to educate students 
and prepare them for success regardless 
of  socioeconomic status.  

“The kids at first were really scared 
of  the dog,” Robinson said of  Fred’s 
initial reception at the center. “But the 
dog wouldn’t leave.”

Eventually, the group realized that 
this wasn’t an ordinary stray dog.

“You have the kids there, so you 
have to be cautious. But Fred clearly 
communicated to us that ‘I’m OK.’ He 
was definitely incredibly well-behaved, 
and the kids really responded to him,” 
said Loretta Lipsey, director of  the 
Kinloch Learning Center.

Fred soon became part of  the 
Learning Center community and even 
became an educational tool.

“When we were learning about 
ecology, we could relate it to the dog: 
‘Where does Fred fit into the food web?’” 
Robinson said.

When the summer ended, all 47 
kids attending camp at the center had 
met—and fallen in love with—Fred, 
whose name was chosen by the campers 
themselves. Robinson and Byers, along 
with the directors at the center, decided 
to “adopt” Fred and make him an official 
part of  the Kinloch Learning Center.

Upon visiting the vet, however, it 
was discovered that Fred had heartworm 
disease, for which the treatment costs 
around $1,000. Refusing to allow Fred’s 
condition to go untreated, Robinson and 
Byers came up with an idea to raise the 

Stray dog brings Wash. U. students together
BECKY PRAGER
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Fire on Wash. U.’s doorstep

A male student was robbed Wednesday 
evening on Kingsbury Boulevard near 
Kingsland Avenue.

The victim was walking on Kingsbury 
alone at approximately 7:20 p.m. when 
three people walking in the opposite 
direction to the victim disrupted the 
victim’s walk. One suspect hit him and 
another suspect took his backpack. The 
three perpetrators, whom the victim was 
unable to describe to the police, then fled 
without injuring the victim.  

This robbery adds another crime to 
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A truck carrying recyclables from 
campus caught on fire in front of  
Brookings  Hall at the intersection of  
Lindell and Skinker boulevards Thursday 
evening.

The scene was smoky for about an 
hour, and firefighters arrived to put the 
paper fire out.

There were no injuries.
The truck, which was operated by QRS 

Recycling, was heading west on Lindell  
at around 7 p.m. when a tire blew out.

“That was a real loud boom,” Palmer 
Alexander, the truck driver, said. 

Alexander has been driving trucks for 
the last 12 years, and though he has dealt 

with popped tires, he had never dealt with 
anything like Thursday’s incident.

Alexander saw a cloud of  white smoke 
coming from the tires and got out of  the 
truck to survery the damage.

“When I saw both tires on fire, I knew 
it was real bad,” Alexander said.

The burning tire heated up the bed of  
the truck, which then ignited the cardboard 
and paper products inside, according to 
Dwight Janson, a safety consultant for 
QRS who arrived on the scene.

After he saw the smoke, Alexander 
opened the tailgate and moved all of  
the recycling to the back of  the truck, 
which he said kept the vehicle from being 
completely engulfed in flames.

The truck had to be pried open for the 
firefighters to get to the flames because the 

mechanism to open the door was burned.
It is not uncommon for blown tires to 

catch on fire, according to Janson.
“I’d imagine one somewhere in the 

U.S. catches fire every day,” Janson said. 
“It’s a hassle when it does, but luckily 
nobody has been hurt.”

The fire was especially hard to put out 
because the truck was carrying recycled 
materials.

“It’s all paper products. It’s drier and 
you don’t have the wet garbage in there,” 
Janson said.

QRS says it’s the number-one recycling 
company in St. Louis and is the provider 
of  Wash. U.’s recycling service.

MATT LANTER | STUDENT LIFE

MICHELLE MERLIN
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A QRS recycling truck burns in front of Brookings after a blown out tire ignited and spread to the recyclables in the truck on Thursday 

evening. The driver took action to prevent the entire truck from burning, but firefighters needed an hour to extinguish the flames.

Write to Michelle Merlin at 

MICHELLE.MERLIN@STUDLIFE.COM
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Climate Solutions Forum
kick-off
Bowles Plaza, 3 p.m.
Whit Jones of the Energy Action 
Coalition will speak, along with 
members of Wash. U.’s Green 
Action. The forum continues with 
a 6 p.m. gathering at the Forsyth 
Metro stop.

‘Ovations: Rulan
Tangen-Dancing Earth’
Edison Theatre, 8 p.m. (also on 
Saturday)
The show fuses indigenous and 
contemporary dance styles, 
representing over 15 First Tribal 
Nations. 

CSU root beer kegger
Catholic Student Center, 8 p.m. 
Come get your non-alcoholic 
drink on with the Catholic 
Student Union. It’s a chance to 
hang out with friends and meet 
some new people under the 
infl uence of nothing but sweet, 
carbonated goodness.
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– Arielle Klagsbrun, Green 
Action co-president

Symposium on Global Energy 
Future
Danforth Campus, all day from 
7:30 a.m.
The Forum will last all weekend 
through Monday, featuring 
speakers, training sessions and 
group discussions about clean 
energy solutions. For a full 

Symposium on Global Energy 
Future
Danforth Campus, all day from 7 
a.m.
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Student Life presents a guide to places of worship in the Wash U Community

  religiousdirectory

9001 Clayton Rd. 

 (just west of the Galleria)

314-991-0955 

The Ethical Society Of St. Louis
A Welcoming Home for Humanists

If you care about human rights and social justice and believe  
liberty comes with social responsibility, please join us on 
Sundays at 11 a.m. Or attend one of our 
other programs.  We’re dedicated to deed 
before creed and welcome everyone. 

Looking for a place to get involved in …

www.union-avenue.org

SERVICEarts
faith?
UNIONAVENUECHRISTIANCHURCH

D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T

LUTHERAN   CAMPUS   MINISTRY
A progressive, justice-oriented  community.

Sundays at LCM

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

314. 863.8140

7pm  Home-Cooked Meal
8pm  Candlelight Worship

and more! g

money.
“Design-build projects are really 

popular among architecture students,” 
Robinson said. “Rather than it being 
one end or the other, you get the 
cohesive product of  your labor and 
the impact it has on someone else’s 
life.”

As a means of  linking the project 
to Fred, four doghouses will be 
auctioned off  to the public to raise 
money for Fred’s treatment.

But these aren’t your run-of-the-
mill, everyday doghouses: They’re 
elaborate enough to make humans 
envious.

The freshman architecture students 
in professor Lindsey Stouffer’s 3-D 
Design Art class built the four houses. 
These included a two-story house 
formed in the shape of  a dog, a sphere 
which is actually made out of  straight 
linear material and is constructed 
by stacking progressively bigger and 
then smaller hexagons, and a covered-
wagon-esque house made using a 
sanded shutter door as a floor, with a 
flexible, arched roof  of  thinly sliced 
bamboo.

Working with the University 
students was one aspect of  community 
collaboration that resulted from this 
project.

“The students voted unanimously 
to do the project, which meant that 
they would commit an entire Sunday, 
in addition to another regular work 
day, to the project,” Stouffer said.

The project is also sustainable. Not 
only is one of  the bamboo doghouses 
modeled after an eco-home, but  
almost all the materials used in the 
building of  the houses were recycled.

“A lot of  our materials were from 
dumpster diving and driving around 
in pickup trucks, so almost everything 
we used was salvaged, reclaimed—we 
were pulling screws out of  timber and 
saving the screws,” Robinson said.

The Kinloch community also built 
their own doghouses. Purina donated 
three doghouse kits, which were 
assembled before the kids at the center 
painted the constructed doghouses.

The project has helped to form a 
connection between the University and 
the nearby Kinloch Learning Center, 
something that is very important to 
Lipsey.

“Building the doghouse has 
definitely been an awesome thing to 
set it off, and we want to expand on 
this relationship,” Lipsey said. “Fred 
was the catalyst to bring the support 
to the center, and I believe that this 
story has the potential of  garnering 

the support that we need.”
The community effort was also 

exemplified by the amount of  outside 
help the project received. From 
the construction help of  Lipsey’s 
brother (a carpenter by trade), to the 
transportation and plywood donated 
by the Gephardt Institute for Public 
Service, the Fred project serves as 
an example of  a positive community 
service experience.

And what about the mutt who 
started it all? Well, he’s taken care of. 
Purina generously donated a year’s 
supply of  dog food and also took care 
of  the expenses for his heartworm 
treatment. The money from the auction 
will now go to 11-year-old Fred’s long-
term care. Any leftover funds will be 
donated to Fred’s veterinarian and the 
Kinloch Community Center.  

The auction will take place Sunday, 
Oct. 17, at the Kinloch Learning 
Center. Students who want to get 
involved can contact the Community 
Service Office at the University or visit 
the Kinloch Learning Center website 
at said Loretta Lipsey, director of  the 
Kinloch Learning Center. 

DOG FROM PAGE 1

Write to Becky Prager at 

BECKY.PRAGER@STUDLIFE.COM

A.E. Hotchner Playwriting 
Festival
Mallinckrodt Center Hotchner 
Studio, 7 p.m.
Selena Lane’s “A Hundred Pines.” 

Upright Citizens Brigade 
TourCo @ WashU
Brown 100, 8-10 p.m.
The Upright Citizens Brigade 
Theater boasts an incredible 
set of alumni, and the cast of 
the UCB TourCo is hand-picked 
from the next wave of comedy 
superstars. With opening act 
K.A.R.L. improv.

schedule of Forum events, visit 
www.stopignorning.org.

WUSTL World Cup Charity 
Soccer Tournament 
Francis Field, 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
A charity soccer tournament 
will help Wash. U. varsity soccer 
raise money for the Sunbeam 
Foundation. 

A.E. Hotchner Playwriting 
Festival
Mallinckrodt Center Hotchner 
Studio, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Eli Keehn’s “Before Jumping In” 
at 2 p.m.; Chris Kammerer’s “The 
Stroke Scriptures” at 7 p.m.

St. Louis is 
a corporate 

ground zero for 
coal companies, 
and we’re 
making sure 
that those coal 
companies 
aren’t involved 
at Wash. U., 
and are called 
out for being 
involved in St. 
Louis.
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?Tutoring In Math Or Physics
Princeton University Ph.D., Washington 
University physics professor is offering 
tutoring in math or physics. 

Call Dr. Fu at (314) 569-0715 or e-mail 
goodapplefour@yahoo.com to make 
an appointment.p i l a t e s  /  y o g a  /  k e t t l e b e l l

1015 mccausland avenue | 5 blocks from campus next to hi-pointe theater

www.pilatesyogastudio.com | 314 781 5050

30% off drop-in classes with valid student ID

314-644-3305

If you’re a student getting “B’s” or better, you qualify 
for a Good Student Discount in the form of a special bonus 
lower rate on your auto insurance. Call today and get the 

facts on a money-saving Good Student Auto Policy.

25% STUDENT DISCOUNT

BOB MAHON AGENCY 
2019 S. Big Bend Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63117
(Near Hwy 40 by 
Washington University)

Low Auto Rates *Free Phone Quotes

among employers.
An increased awareness of Wash. U. has 

already begun to show through more job 
recruitment on campus. 

The business school, in particular, has seen a 
drastic increase in recruiting, hosting more than 
85 major employers in the past month alone, 
compared to 35 during the same period in 2009. 
Mark Brostoff, director of the Weston Career 
Center at Olin Business School, considers this 
an indication of a recovering market.

“The economy is showing signs of  
improving, therefore hiring is improving,” 
Brostoff said. “Confidence is slowly returning 
to companies seeking employment.”

New postgraduate surveys from the Class 
of 2010 reveal that conditions are once again 
favorable for graduates. Ninety-seven percent 
of BSBA students were either employed or 
enrolled in graduate or professional schools 
within 90 days of graduation. Placement for 
MBA students was 94 percent, and placement 
for specialized-degree students was over 90 
percent.

Although the University’s overall 
postgraduate statistics are not yet finalized, 
current figures are purportedly favorable. 

According to Mark Smith, assistant vice 
chancellor and director of the Career Center, 
Wash. U. students have no difficulty locating 
employment, especially if they use the center 
and plan ahead.

“Everyone who wants to find a job finds 
a job,” Smith said. “They may not find it by 
graduation, but they’ll find it.”

A major portion of each respective 
graduating class, however, chooses alternate 
postgraduate routes. Anywhere from 30 to 40 
percent of each year’s students will choose to 
go directly to either graduate or professional 
school. 

Approximately another third of the class 
will spend between one and five years in 
“transitional programs,” traveling or working 
for programs such as Teach For America before 
attending graduate school.

Senior Andrew Bingaman, who is studying 
romance languages and literatures, notes that 
such options are beneficial, especially for 
students with majors in the humanities. He 
hopes to find an internship in New York City 
before capping his education with an MBA and 
finding a job.

“Graduating with a liberal arts degree, 
[finding a job] will be a bit more difficult than 
for someone with a business degree,” Bingaman 
said.

The Career Center, however, firmly believes 
in its potential to provide every student with 
a job, should students seek it out. Its recent 
campaign included heavy advertising and a 
newly remodeled website. Additionally, the 
center hopes to develop an online system 
for scheduling appointments. Through these 
changes, the Career Center seeks to eliminate 
the portion of the class that gets lost in the 
communication gap.

JOBS FROM PAGE 1

AWARD FROM PAGE 1
days,” said senior Peter Murrey, a member 
of Green Action. “The debate put two of the 
leading figures in that debate head-to-head, 
and really brought out many of the problems 
and complexities associated with this fuel.”

Five members of WUCJA discussed 
their work and organizational efforts at a 
conference in June, sponsored by the Sierra 
Student Coalition, and the award was 
presented at a dinner in San Francisco on 
Saturday.

“I think it’s really exciting,” said junior 
Arielle Klagsbrun, Green Action co-
president. “I think Wash. U. and St. Louis 
are drawing a lot of attention to the amazing 
work that is going on here. St. Louis is a 
corporate ground zero for coal companies, 
and we’re making sure that those coal 
companies aren’t involved at Wash. U., 
and are called out for being involved in St. 
Louis.”

The WUCJA was only about a year 
old when it hosted the Great Coal Debate. 
The initiative started in reaction to the 
formation of the Consortium for Clean Coal 
Utilization in December of 2008. Many 
students disliked the use of the term “clean 
coal,” which Green Action members say is 
a deceitful marketing term. The University 
has touted the importance of clean coal in 
paving an energy future.

 As a response to the University, green 
groups took action last year. They staged 
a walk-in protest of the America’s Energy 
Future Conference to express their views. 
Student Union also passed a unanimous 

Senate resolution, calling on the University to 
change the name of the consortium, and met 
with the consortium members. According to 
Murrey, they refused to budge.

“We decided that we really need to raise 
the issue more and educate everyone we can 
about this, so more students can know just 
what is going on,” Murrey said.

The Sierra Club award includes a $500 
prize, which WUCJA will use to fund the 
upcoming Climate Solutions Forum, which 
kicks off  Friday afternoon in Bowles Plaza 
and will continue through Monday.

“In terms of Wash. U. as a whole, it’s 
really putting a spotlight on what we do here,” 
Murrey said of the award. “We can’t say that 
the world isn’t watching anymore because 
Missouri and St. Louis are increasingly at 
the center of the fight against coal and the 
fight for clean energy.”

The WUCJA hopes to continue on 
its trajectory of success with the forum 
this weekend, and also has goals to work 
more closely with administrators to make 
eliminating the use of coal energy and 
finding cleaner solutions into priorities of  
the University.

“We want to let administrators know 
that this issue is not going away,” Murrey 
said. “It’s just going to get more and more 
contentious. We really want to work with 
them to help Wash. U. move in a better 
direction.”

Write to Michael Tabb at 

MICHAEL.TABB@STUDLIFE.COM

A new Student Union initiative, Engage 
360, aims to increase engagement between 
the St. Louis area and Washington University 
by developing long-term relationships with 
community leaders.

“One of the things we care a lot about as 
execs is building community, and one of the 
ways that we’ve sought to do that is to have 
common experiences.  This is in line with that.  
We’re making a commitment to St. Louis and 
the community we’re involved with,” said 
junior John Harrison York, SU vice president 
of programming.

York and junior Morgan DeBaun, student 
body president, are spearheading this initiative, 
which hopes to partner community members, 
service organizations, students, faculty, staff  
and alumni.

Engage 360 aims to bring bi-weekly 
engagement projects for students to participate 
in the 21st, 22nd and 26th wards of northwestern 
St. Louis.  These wards were strategically chosen 
because of the opportunities and contacts 
available and the history of engagement that 
Washington University has had in these areas, 
such as Each One Teach One’s involvement 
with Ford Elementary, which is located in the 
22nd Ward.

What sets Engage 360 apart, however, is 
the sustained involvement that Washington 
University would invest in the project.  
Washington University has always had that 
engagement in the community, said Stephanie 
Kurtzman, the University’s community service 

director. But she said there can always be more.
“The value of sustained relationships and 

sustainable impact is so essential,” Kurtzman 
said. “A sustained relationship with nonprofit 
agencies and with communities over time is 
really the critical direction to go.”

The date for the first service trip has been set 
during fall break on Oct. 16. York and DeBaun 
hope that this first trip will build buzz and 
encourage more people to participate so that in 
the future, multiple projects can be taken at one 
time.

“One of our ideas is to work with the 
Career Center and Alumni [and] Development, 
and maybe the grad school students as well, and 
open that up to students who might want to 
use that as a opportunity to network so you’re 
bringing it 360 degrees,” York said.

DeBaun said that Engage 360 can also serve 
as a resource to student groups who want to do 
service but don’t have the capacity or specialized 
skills to plan a community service project.  
Engage 360 simplifies the process for those 
groups by just requiring them to show up.

All parties involved hope that Engage 360 
will be a sustainable long-term project that will 
be going strong after five years, 10 years or even 
longer.

“What I was worried about was if this was 
a one-time service project with this location and 
this service project with that location—which is 
still good and people want that and it’s needed—
but this is better,” Kurtzman said. “It’s a better 
way to go and it’s going to take more work.”

New SU initiative hopes to Engage 360
ALAN LIU

NEWS EDITOR

Write to Alan Liu at 

ALAN.LIU@STUDLIFE.COM

Bruce Nilles, director of the Beyond Coal Campaign for the Sierra Club, speaks dur-

ing the Great Coal Debate in Graham Chapel in April. The Sierra Club honored the 

Washington University Climate Justice Alliance for its efforts to educate people at 

the University about coal and alternative forms of energy through the coal debate 

and other means.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Write to Sadie Smeck at 

SADIE.SMECK@STUDLIFE.COM

this semester’s list: Two students were 
robbed at the corner of  Big Bend and 
Lindell boulevards earlier this month.

In a crime advisory sent out to the 
student body on Thursday, Washington 
University Police Department urged 
students to walk in groups and in 
well-lit areas. According to WUPD, 
students being robbed should give the 

thief  what he or she wants and call the 
police immediately. WUPD encourages 
students to report suspicious activities 
and people, both related to this crime 
and in all cases, to the police by dialing 
911.

ROBBED FROM PAGE 1

rite to Lauren Olens at 

LAUREN.OLENS@STUDLIFE.COM
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S
tudent Union (SU) is slated to 
receive an increase of  roughly 
$40,000 to the fall budget, the 
result of  collecting the Student 

Activity Fee from an exceptionally large 
freshman class. While SU has not made 
any final decisions about where the 
funds will go, the main two targets of  
consideration include a bar and grill and 
a technology coordinator. 

The proposed bar and grill would 
fill the now-empty Umrath basement, 
providing another dining option for 
students. The Umrath basement was 
previously occupied by the Subway 
franchise now on the first floor of  
Mallinckrodt. Prior to Subway’s 
occupancy, this space was a bar called 
the Umrathskeller, colloquially known as 
“The Rat.” The Rat operated from 1976 

to 2002, and old Student Life editorials 
report that attendance often exceeded 
800 for events in the 310-capacity space, 
which included theme parties, televised 
sporting events, and back to school 
nights.

The Rat was shut down in 2002 after 
a host of  underage drinking incidents. 
However, SU leaders are confident 
that such pitfalls can be avoided if  the 
restaurant serves food as well as alcohol, 
and note that the Rat would fill a void by 
providing a social space on campus away 
from Fraternity Row.

The proposed technology coordinator 
would help SU and other student groups 
with website and technology problems 
and would coordinate jobs contracted 
to vendors, among other things. The 
coordinator would be partially funded by 

the University, with an annual salary of  
roughly $100,000. 

We strongly support the bar and grill 
proposal, and believe that SU should 
avoid putting its financial muscle behind 
the a technology coordinator. 

Hiring a technology coordinator 
seems superfluous—there is a wealth of  
knowledge on campus about technology, 
and Wash. U. boasts a nationally 
respected computer science department. 
We feel that this money could be better 
put toward providing training or other 
services to concentrate technological 
expertise in the student body. This 
would serve the dual purpose of  solving 
technological problems on campus and 
providing practical training that could 
help students in computer science and 
related majors after graduation.

This highlights a second key concern: 
If  clubs and other student organizations 
are to rely on services provided by the 
technology coordinator, there is a risk 
that such work will be taken away from 
students who would be able to cover 
these services. 

Ultimately, we believe that a bar 
and grill is a more sensible choice. CPC 
Happy Hour has provided a central 
venue for students to gather on campus 
and enjoy themselves; however, we 
believe that having another social space 
on campus for weeknights wouldn’t 
hurt—and another eatery would help 
save the Class of  2014 from the much-
decried Bear’s Den lines.

S
ince coming to Wash. U., I have 
noticed a most alarming decline in 
passion. I am no longer as involved 
in discussing and acting on issues 

I believe, or once believed, are important to 
bettering the state of  mankind. I have found 
that my ardor, both in my interest in politics 
and in issues of  social justice, has taken 
a marked downward spiral, and virtual 
disappearance and has been replaced with 
utter indifference and apathy.

Apathy is a dangerous, vicious cycle 
to become trapped in. It’s quite easy to 
be apathetic, especially at college. We live 
in a bubble of  intellectually stimulating 
classes and discourse, safe from the harsh 
realities of  the outside world. To quote 
Charles Chaplin from his movie “The 
Great Dictator,” “Our knowledge has 
made us cynical; our cleverness, hard and 
unkind. We think too much and feel too 
little.” Could it be that my quest for higher 
knowledge has so isolated me, has made 

me so indifferent that I can only see things 
in a rational, analytical fashion? Has such 
educational detachment, devoid of  any 
hands-on experience, deprived me of  my 
ability to empathize with the plight of  
others, of  my ability to get angry when 
things so clearly wrong are happening in 
the world?

It’s not because I’m ignorant of  the 
issues, both domestic and global. I keep 
myself  well-educated on what’s happening 
in the world. It’s just that reading about 
it, through print or from an online source, 
creates a barrier. A barrier either of  cold, 
factual reporting, or of  harsh, slanted bias. 
And this barrier embraces apathy. It does 
nothing to instill passion, anger, empathy 
or action; it merely allows me to maintain 
the image of  being a well-rounded person, 
without having to involve myself  or voice 
an opinion.

In high school, I was required to give 
back to my community, as was everyone 
else. We tutored children in inner Los 
Angeles, we hosted the Special Olympics 
and we worked to bring about social 

change, to be educated on the world. “A 
man for others”—that was our motto. 
And I find it most difficult to get involved 
here at Wash. U., an elite university with 
much more means than my high school. 
Maybe I’m not looking hard enough, or 
maybe I’m not looking in the right places. 
Maybe it was just easier to find when we 
were required to do it. I don’t know, but 
in striving to find some passion, some 
semblance of  experience to break out of  
this apathetic funk, I find myself  falling 
short and becoming complacent with my 
comfortable life in this bubble. And I don’t 
think I’m alone in this either.

In Harper Lee’s “To Kill A 
Mockingbird,” Atticus Finch says, “You 
never really know a man until you stand in 
his shoes and walk around in them.” I like 
my shoes. They’re large, comfortable and 
convenient. But I’m never going to get mad 
if  I stay in them. Yes, they’re warm and 
safe, but I’ve been in them too long. I’m 
never going to understand someone else’s 
suffering unless I experience it firsthand. 
I can say that’s wrong, that this shouldn’t 

be happening, but nothing will be done 
about it if  no one understands—and I mean 
truly understands—what it is like to be in 
another person’s shoes. No one is going to 
get mad, have a “Network” moment and 
say “I’m as mad as hell, and I’m not going 
to take this anymore!” unless we can find 
a way to get involved, to experience what 
others do daily. Everyone can do his or her 
part to make this world a more humane 
one, a more empathetic one, but that’s not 
going to happen until people get out of  
their seats and take it upon themselves to 
experience the world outside of  this bubble. 
But alas, the cynic in me thinks that this 
issue of  Student Life will get thrown away 
after a quick perusal, maybe a chuckle or 
two, and people will go on living their lives 
as before. And I ask myself, where is the 
passion? Where is the anger? Where is the 
empathy? And there it is, right there in the 
garbage can.

CHARLIE ILGUNAS

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Write to Charlie Ilgunas at 

CHARLIE.ILGUNAS@STUDLIFE.COM

On the apathy of the college student

SU should reconsider tech coordinator



I
t was at some point on Tuesday 
night, as I watched sweatshirt-
clad students trickle in and 
slump into their seats in College 

Hall, that I thought, “How the hell did 
I get here?” It was no use cowering 
behind anything—the placard with my 
name emblazoned on the front clearly 
pronounced me as here. Now. Ready (or 
not) to debate. 

Why was I chosen as a panelist to 
debate the merits of  Obama’s legislative 
record and its relationship to the 
changing hands of  Congress? It might 
have had something to do with the 
column you’re currently reading, but 
as I sat staring out at the sea (more like 
puddle) of  faces before me, I started 
thinking—why are any of  our political 
pundits in the position they’re in? Sure, 
I like talking about politics, and I take 
a healthy interest in what goes on over 
there in the District of  Corruption, but 
what about the people that appear on 
our televisions and radios? How did they 
even get there in the first place?

The force of  political pundits is 
so strong in the charged national 
discourse that it seems almost anyone 
can be a voice, from a blogger wearing 
nothing but his underwear and socks, 
sitting in his mother’s basement, to a 
virtually unknown legislator with a 
shrewd sense of  Twitter management. 
Our generation is a prime example of  
this mentality. Due to the proliferation 
of  information online, we can choose 
to absorb ourselves completely in the 
issues of  this country, electing to spout 
national poll data the way some New 
Yorkers cite the batting averages of  the 
entire Yankees roster. The only issue is 
that everyone seems to have an opinion.  
How do you sort through the good, the 
bad and the ugly on the platform of  the 
great, democratic equalizer: the Internet?  
More importantly, how do you stand 
out from the millions who are trying to 
figure out the same thing?

In today’s race to appeal to the 
masses, the most common approach 
is the use of  humor. Satire, humor’s 
sardonic cousin, was the finely-tuned 
machine that brought a Republican 
campaign to its knees with a series 

of  well-timed late-night comedy skits 
featuring one Ms. Tina Fey and her 
alter-ego, Sarah Palin. The rise of  humor 
could be a knee-jerk reaction to a very 
unfunny political landscape: a flailing 
economy, a grinding war and the rise 
of  partisan extremism are all concerns 
that have been unfailingly addressed in 
comedy. It is the blurred line between 
expert and entertainer, however, that 
seems to be most interesting.

Just last week, Stephen Colbert 
testified in Congress with a personal 
account of  a day in the life of  a 
migrant worker. His appearance was 
deemed everything from “incisive” to 
“inappropriate” by politicians from both 
parties as he explained his perspective on 
migrant workers. “I don’t want a tomato 
picked by a Mexican,” Colbert said. “I 
want it picked by an American, then 
sliced by a Guatemalan and served by 
a Venezuelan in a spa where a Chilean 
gives me a Brazilian.”

Though we may laugh at perhaps 
the most amusing testimony ever to 
grace CSPAN-3, Colbert’s presence 
in a hearing shows a new level in the 
political circus. Though he satirizes 

neoconservatives such as Glenn Beck, 
it is clear that many of  these voices 
aren’t messing around, as evidenced by 
popularity of  Beck’s “Rally to Restore 
Honor.” Amid all of  these hyped, 
overblown theatrics from both sides 
of  the aisle, it’s become increasingly 
difficult to determine where hard facts 
end and spectacle begins. There’s no 
harm in a sense of  humor—most people 
require it to swallow a modicum of  
politics, but it has become worrisome 
that histrionics have replaced intellectual 
heavyweights as a source of  authority.

In an interview with New York 
Magazine, Jon Stewart said of  his role 
within politics, “The pettiness of  it, the 
strange lack of  passion for any kind 
of  moral or editorial authority, always 
struck me as weird. We felt like, we’re 
serious people doing an unserious thing, 
and they’re unserious people doing a 
very serious thing.”
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Thumbs up to Jonathan Safron Foer 
for making a sign language interpreter 
sign the phrase “blow job” during his 
Assembly Series lecture.

Thumbs down to the Cardinals getting 
eliminated from the playoffs.

Thumbs up to the undefeated (!) 
men’s soccer team for hosting a char-
ity fundraiser this weekend.

Thumbs down to the 10 students who 
use up 25 percent of STS printing. 
Seriously.

Thumbs up to Chi Omega Rent-a-
Pet for bringing some much-needed 
puppy contact to campus.

Thumbs down to President Obama 
for “I have no doubt that you guys are 
going to be successful.” With all due 
respect, Mr. President, when was the 
last time you wrote a cover letter? 

I sometimes wonder if  I’ve sold my 
soul. Not to be bleak or anything, but 
there’s definitely more left for sale. Two 
weeks from now I’ll be suiting up in a shirt 
and tie in New York City on the Weston 
Career Center’s Career Trek. Why? So that 
I can talk up investment bankers in the 
hopes that it will lead to an internship this 
summer at a financial institution to whom 
I will lend my soul, only to hopefully get a 
job there after senior year, at which point 
I will rip out what’s left of  that soul and 
hand it to said investment bank on a silver 
platter in exchange for 100 hour work 
weeks and a paycheck. 

That sounds horrible, doesn’t it? Well, 
unfortunately, that is what I, and a myriad 
of  other poor, miserable students have 
sought out as a potential career path. My 
only comfort is that if  it doesn’t work out, 
there’s always law school. I don’t exactly 
know why I want to be in finance either. 

I like wearing suits, the pay is good, lots 
of  my friends do it, and I do find the 
subject matter relatively interesting, but 
I’m not passionate about it. And therein 
lies the rub…I’m simply passionate about 
succeeding.

I suspect that many here at 
Overachiever University feel the same way. 
We’ve been programmed since elementary 
school to crave success. We’re machines 
bent on cranking out A’s, running every 
student organization and getting into the 
best graduate schools or landing the best 
jobs. “Terminator” has gone scholastic. 
We’ve basically come to expect that 
we should be the CEO of  something 
immediately. This is all in the name of  
success, but it also begs the question: What 
is success? I could argue that success is 
pursuing your passion, but come on. Few 
of  us have the cojones to put aside the 
allure of  a position as a banker, lawyer or 
doctor to pursue our passion. I’m not even 
particularly passionate about anything I 
could reasonably turn into a career. I love 

sports, but I’m not that talented at any 
of  them. I love music, same deal there. 
Where does that leave me? Well, there’s 
always professional beer drinking. 

This is not to say that I don’t enjoy the 
subjects I study, but few of  us will continue 

to live our lives in academia (although at 
this point, it’s looking like I never want 
to leave). Our upbringing and the rigor 
and caliber of  our school imbue us with a 
pre-established measure of  success. This is 
not to say that our parents are putting this 
pressure on us; in fact, mine will probably 
be horrified when they see this article, 

but we’ve simply been so driven and 
determined for so long that I worry that 
anything less than “the best” will crush 
our collective dreams. There are those to 
whom this article does not apply. To those 
with the resolve to pursue their passion or 
to be content no matter the circumstance, I 
applaud you. You are already successful. 

For those of  us without that wisdom, 
where does it end? How long will we 
be barreling down the halls of  The 
Prestige Hotel, slamming down doors 
with abandon, looking for validation in 
our careers or our standard of  living? It 
terrifies me that it will never end because 
I see no way out. I’m not that brave. 
Hopefully I’m just young and naïve. But 
until I’m wise enough to pull myself  out of  
this rat race, I wish everyone in it with me 
luck. I’ll see you all on some prestigious 
board somewhere in the future.

The price of success
CHARLIE LOW

FORUM EDITOR

Write to Charlie Low at 

CHARLIE.LOW@STUDLIFE.COM

KATE OBERG | STUDENT LIFE

SOPHIE ADELMAN

STAFF COLUMNIST

The truthiness of political punditry

Write to Sophie Adelman at 

SOPHIE.ADELMAN@STUDLIFE.COM

Where does that leave 
me? Well, there’s al-

ways professional beer 
drinking. 
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Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend

WILLIAMS PHARMACY

cadenza

Do you like improvisational theater? 
How about professional comedians? Free 
stuff ? Umm, yes, of  course and duh. 
Which is great because K.A.R.L. Improv 
is bringing the Upright Citizen’s Brigade 
(UCB) Touring Company to Brown Hall 
100 tonight. UCB has spawned the likes of  
“SNL” alumn and “Parks and Recreation” 
star Amy Poehler; “Scrubs” janitor Neil 
Flynn; Jack McBryer; the submissive, naïve 
Kenneth Parcells on “30 Rock”; and many 
“Daily Show” alums, including Ed Helms, 
Rob Corddry and Rob Riggle.

The Upright Citizen’s Brigade is based 
in both New York City and Los Angeles 
and is one of  the top improv theaters in the 
country—on par with The Second City and 
the Groundlings.  

Unlike the short-form improv (think 
“Whose Line Is It Anyway?”) that 
K.A.R.L. will perform for 15 minutes to 
open the show, UCB’s style is long-form. 
Their process is more similar to a play in 
which the characters, settings and themes 
remain consistent throughout the entire 
show. Despite their differences in style, 
“[UBC’s] sense of  humor is K.A.R.L.-

esque: a little more offbeat,” said senior 
Michael Greenwald, K.A.R.L. treasurer.

And given UCB’s track record, there’s a 
good chance a performer you see on Friday 
night will be famous sometime soon.

K.A.R.L. is also having its annual 
Dance Marathon fundraising show next 
Friday—same time, same place. “We make 
it so easy for people,” Greenwald said. 

If  you want a sense of  K.A.R.L.’s 
humor, their show, which is raising money 
for chronically ill children, is called “A 

Dance Panda-emic: THE FEVER IS 
SPREADING.”

K.A.R.L. and the UCB Touring Co. 
will perform Friday for free at 8 p.m. in 
Brown Hall 100. On Oct. 8, also at 8 p.m., 
K.A.R.L. will be putting on “A Dance 
Panda-emic” to raise money for Dance 
Marathon in Brown 100. Tickets for that 
show will be $5.

Writers, actors and people who enjoy 
general hilarity gather together for a night of  
completely unofficial and irreverent fun once 
a month for No Shame Theater in Olin Studio 
II. At 10 p.m. tonight, you too could be a part 
of the first performance of the school year.

No Shame is an experimental workshop 
for short theater pieces. Writers are 
encouraged to bring anything they’ve written, 
from serious work for playwriting classes to 
spoof pieces written five minutes beforehand 
to “found” pieces such as Facebook 
wall-to-walls or textbook introductions. 
Anything goes. Writers hand out scripts to 
any interested actors, and then there is an 
immediate performance of as many pieces 
that can fit in two hours. 

Hosted by the Thyrsus student theater 
group, No Shame Theater started out as an 
event mostly geared toward students heavily 

involved in Thyrsus and Performing Arts 
Department productions. However, according 
to senior and current Thyrsus president Dan 
Tobin, No Shame has been gaining a wider 
audience in the past few years. 

“I think No Shame is a great way to 
explore the notion of playwriting and how 
plays are created,” Tobin said. Since Thyrsus 
is also hosting a playwriting competition this 
year, it’s possible that contestants will use No 
Shame as a tool to develop scenes for their 
entries.

In previous years, most of the scenes 
performed at No Shame were less serious. 
Spoofs of existing plays have been especially 
popular. At a particularly memorable No 
Shame last year, actors performed the entirety 
of John Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” in 
five minutes, finishing with a zombie uprising. 
And what 2009 graduate Sathya Sridharan 
began as a parody of Greek epic works 
became an epic in its own right known as 
“The Hangrammon Cycle,” serialized over 

two years of No Shame Theater. 
“Basically, there is an epic warrior who 

uses a magical chair as the ultimate weapon 
to defeat his foes and win the love of his life,” 
Tobin said.

Aside from a few continuing serial 
works, there is never any predicting what will 
happen at No Shame Theater. There might 
be audience participation, and a scene might 
be interrupted in the middle or spontaneously 
become a musical. 

“No Shame is the least stressful event I 
have to organize,” Tobin said. “It’s just about 
the writers, the actors and the audience. I don’t 
have to do anything.” 

So if you’re looking for something 
different to do on a Friday night, consider 
checking out No Shame. The Facebook 
invitation says it all: “IT WILL BE WAY 
TOO MUCH FUN.” No Shame will begin 
tonight at 10 p.m. in Olin Studio II.

This week, the Performing Arts 
Department will present the winning 
selections from the Hotchner Playwriting 
Festival with a staged reading of each of the 
three student plays. This year’s three top plays 
are “100 Pines,” “The Stroke Scriptures,” and 
“Before Jumping In.” Cadenza spoke with the 
playwrights to find out more about their plays.

Junior Selena Lane’s “100 Pines” follows 
Tracy, a pregnant teenager who returns home 
from college a few weeks after freshman 
Orientation. To combat stress, Tracy plants 
pine trees in her mother’s backyard in an 
attempt to plant a garden. The play details the 
relationship between Tracy, her mother and 
another man as they all cope with a sudden 
change in their lives. When Cadenza asked 
whether Lane’s original vision is reflected in 
the staged reading, she replied that she hopes 
“100 Pines” will never be exactly the play she 
imagined. 

“My play will be at its best when it escapes 
the theater of my mind and can be open to 
different interpretations,” Lane said. “Giving 
it some ambiguity, some way to free it from 
purely the way I imagined, will be better for 
the success of any piece and [will] definitely 
[yield] more creative interpretations from 
directors and actors.” 

The winner of the 2010 A. E. Hotchner 
Playwriting Competition is “The Stroke 
Scriptures” by senior Chris Kammerer.  Like 
“Babel” or “Crash,” “The Stroke Scriptures” 
concerns multiple individuals who live 
miles away from each other but struggle 
with a similar theme, in this case, the loss of  
control. A former poet, for instance, struggles 
with Broca’s Aphasia after a debilitating 
stroke. The action occurs on two separate 
days: one immediately after one character’s 
disappearance, the other soon after his 
mysterious return. Kammerer says he drew 
from personal experience while writing the 
play. For example, he animates scenes set in 
Chicago by injecting his own memories of  
the city. Kammerer is reluctant to call the 
characters heroes; he considers them relatable 
due to the ordinary nature of their problems. 

“I think the mind’s lack of control is really 
an issue we’ve all got to face, unless we want to 
put ourselves in a box to live in, he said. “We 
have to ask how much control we really have, 
even when we feel like we’re in charge.”

Jake, the protagonist of senior Eli 
Keehn’s “Before Jumping In” has even less 
direct control of his mind than the troubled 
characters of “The Stoke Scriptures,” as 
a directorial board convening in his head 
arbitrates his decisions. Keehn views the board 
as a “fun way to illustrate the decision-making 
process, at least as I understand it.” The board 
consists of two men and a woman, each with 
a distinct personality, set of tastes and role. 

The play reiterates an old question: Why 
do we act so stupidly sometimes? In “Before 
Jumping In,” Jake faces the consequences for 
cheating on his girlfriend while the board plots 
his next mood. 

Could a casual writer win the next 
Hotchner Competition? When asked 
for advice, Lane, Kammerer and Keehn 
emphasize rewriting and revision. 

“I now understand why some novelists 
take years upon years to finish a book…I was 
rewriting my play up until last week,” Lane 
said. 

“Find a conflict and write about it. People 
want to see characters deal with problems,” 
Kammerer added

Keehn’s advice is even more general.
“If you feel creative, just start writing, and 

whether it should be a play, a book or poem, 
[it] will naturally occur to you.” 

Jimmy Eat World is 17 years old this 
year, but while all his friends are applying 
to college, learning a trade or enlisting in 
the Army, little Jimmy is having a hard 
time finding his way. He knows he should 
grow up, but he’s still putting out the same 
angsty emo music he was listening to back 

in middle school, just dressing it up under 
the guise of  maturity.

In fact, the best cuts off  “Invented” 
come when Jimmy Eat World chucks 
the façade and gets back to its power-pop 
roots, as on “Coffee and Cigarettes.” 
The band can still build swelling arena 
rock with the best of  them, even if  the 
production is a bit too polished and sterile. 
Yet there’s something disconcerting and, 

dare we say, dishonest about a band of  
30-somethings singing about the problems 
of  teenagers. (Are you listening, Weezer?) 
Too often, though, the band finds itself  
fumbling through over-serious, down-
tempo bore-fests. If  you’re looking for the 
next “The Middle,” come back when the 
band’s through its growing pains.

STEPHANIE SPERA

SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

Write to Stephanie Spera at 

STEPHANIE.SPERA@STUDLIFE.COM

Upright Citizen’s Brigade Touring Co. 
brings the funny to Wash. U.

Left to right: UBC’s Gavin Speiller, Shannon O’Neill, Bobby Moynihan (former cast 

member, now with Saturday Night Live), Anthony King, Zach Woods, and Eugene 

Cordero.

COURTESY OF UPRIGHT CITIZENS BRIGADE

NORA LONG

CADENZA REPORTER

‘No Shame,’ no fear

DAVIS SARGEANT

CADENZA THEATER EDITOR

Top WU 
playwrights 
on display

Write to Nora Long at 

NORA.LONG@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Davis Sargeant at 

DAVIS.SARGEANT@STUDLIFE.COM

STEVE HARDY

CADENZA MUSIC EDITOR

Write to Steve Hardy at 

STEVE.HARDY@STUDLIFE.COM

for fans of
Motion City Soundtrack

tracks to download
‘Coffee and Cigarettes,’

‘Action Needs an Audience’★★✭✩✩

‘Invented’
Jimmy Eat World

ALBUM REVIEWALBUM REVIEW

SCHEDULE
A Hundred Pines
by Selena Lane
Friday, 7 P.M.

Before Jumping In
by Eli Keehn
Saturday, 2 P.M.

The Stroke Scriptures
by Chris Kammerer
Saturday, 7 P.M.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 1, 2010

ACROSS
1 Hitchcock’s wife

and collaborator
5 Floater with a

ladder
9 Garnish on a

toothpick
14 Radio tuner
15 Peace Prize city
16 Kind of spray
17 Ringing sound
18 Hurricane zone
20 Unflappable
22 Playful swimmer
23 Craft
24 __ in November
25 Bodybuilder’s

pride
28 Alternatively
33 “Time out!”
37 TV ad-skipping

aid
40 “M*A*S*H” role
41 Palo __, Calif.
42 Dismay at the

dealer
45 1970 World’s

Fair site
46 Hearth burn

consequence
47 Jacuzzi, e.g.
50 Polite oater

response
54 Destroyer

destroyer
56 Sprinter’s device
60 Sign of corporate

success, and a
literal hint to the
puzzle theme
found in 18-, 20-,
33-, 42- and 56-
Across

62 Con
63 Supple
64 Cornerstone word
65 Spotted
66 Prayer opening
67 Ball holders
68 Coastal raptors

DOWN
1 Appends
2 Ray of

“GoodFellas”
3 Some Musée

d’Orsay works
4 Pool problem
5 Optimistic

6 “The Thin Man”
pooch

7 Dentist’s
suggestion

8 Holy scroll
9 Not digressing

10 Prix de __ de
Triomphe: annual
horse race

11 Writer Dinesen
12 Shop cleaner,

briefly
13 Caribou kin
19 Diagnostic proc.
21 “Shoot!”
26 Drag
27 Joust verbally
29 Strong criticism
30 Mardi Gras city’s

Amtrak code
31 Trick-or-treat mo.
32 Bout stopper, for

short
33 Wallop
34 NFL scores
35 “That’s a riot—

not”
36 Cupid, to the

Greeks
37 General

associated with
chicken

38 “__ a date!”
39 By way of
43 Negotiated

white water,
perhaps

44 Thick-bodied fish
47 One vis-à-vis

two
48 Oregon State’s

conf.
49 Diet doctor
51 Med. drama sets

52 He rid Ire. of
snakes, as the
legend goes

53 Pooh’s creator
55 Unimpressed
56 __ speak
57 Freq. test giver
58 Prime-time time
59 Pontiac muscle

cars
60 Road warning
61 Up to, in ads

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

By Dan Naddor

(c)2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2

3 4
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HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

9/29 SOLUTION

your AD here.

SPONSORED BY:

maniapuzzle

sports
Shortly before Jeff  LaBoskey arrived at 

Washington University for his freshman year 
in Sept. 2001, he was informed that his sister 
had been diagnosed with a very rare form 
of cancer known as Ewing’s Sarcoma. Less 
than a year later, she passed away. When it 
occurred to LaBoskey that there was, and still 
is, very little research being done in the field 
of cancer that caused this tragedy, he decided 
that he wanted to make a difference.

As a senior, LaBoskey founded The 
Sunbeam Foundation, an organization that 
aims to spread hope and find cures for rare 
childhood bone cancers whose research 
is underfunded, as stated on the Sunbeam 
Foundation website.

“The aim is simple: to spread hope and 
search for cures for this devastating disease. 
We take pride in being an all volunteer, 
grassroots organization that gives all that we 
receive directly to the cause,” LaBoskey said. 

To gain support for the organization, 
LaBoskey decided to use a passion that 
he and his sister had shared—soccer. As a 
four-year varsity soccer player during his 
time at Wash. U., LaBoskey motivated his 
teammates to get involved with the Sunbeam 
Foundation. 

New generations of Bears have supported 
the foundation through soccer camps and 
encouraging donations at occasional games. 
This year, however, senior captain Alex 
Neumann decided to take fundraising one 
step further by creating the first WUSTL 
World Cup Charity Soccer Tournament. 

This Saturday, Oct. 2, the varsity soccer 
team will play host to a five vs. five soccer 
tournament on Francis Field. After a week 
of tabling, the team is enthusiastic about the 
number of expected participants. 

“The number of people signing up for 
the tournament is a great testimony to how 

willing students 
across this campus  
are to help a good 
cause,” junior Mac 
Chamberlin said. 

True to its name, 
the tournament 
will follow a World 
Cup     format, in 
which   each  of  a 
maximum of 32 
teams is guaranteed three matches, followed 
by elimination rounds for the top 16 teams. 
Though LaBoskey is now several years 
removed from Wash. U., he is excited to be 
involved with the school again and the soccer 
team in particular.

“Spirited events like the WUSTL World 
Cup allow us to provide seed grants for 
cutting research and launch new careers 
that are focused on these pediatric cancers,” 
LaBoskey said. “Wash. U. was a very special 
place for me. I played soccer all four years 
and gained a network of friends that will 
always be an important part of my life. It is 
very exciting to be involved with Wash. U. 
again with an event that embraces so many 
things that I love.” 

Those still interested in signing up for the 
tournament or who would like to learn more 
about The Sunbeam Foundation can contact 
Neumann in the DUC throughout the day 
today from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. as well as in 
Bear’s Den from 7 to 9 p.m.

“It’s important to know that this is not 
a hyper competitive tournament. It’s a 
tournament of all skill levels,” Neumann 
said. “I have a bunch of friends that have 
barely ever kicked a soccer ball before, but 
they’re doing it for the charity.”

The tournament will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday.

Playing soccer for a cause
STEVEN HIRSCH

SPORTS REPORTER

Write to Steven Hirsch at 

STEVEN.HIRSCH@STUDLIFE.COM

The Washington University women’s 
soccer team broke its four-game losing 
streak at home on Thursday night when it 
defeated Principia College 4-0.

Head coach Jim Conlon continued 
to mix up the starting lineup as he did 
throughout the losing streak. 

“We like to change formations and 
line-ups everyday. We are trying to find 
the right connections; tonight it worked,” 
Conlon said.

The Bears took the lead early and 
didn’t look back. Freshman Kate Doyle 
connected from 30 yards out off  of  a 
backward pass from fellow freshman 
Jessica Johnson. The shot passed Principia 
goalkeeper Mel Stein and settled into the 
back of  the net.

“I was definitely aiming to score, and 
it was one of  those shots that when I took 
it, I knew it was a goal. But even so, I 
was in shock when it actually went in,” 
Doyle said. The goal was the first of  her 
collegaite career. 

The Panthers didn’t have many 
opportunities to score in the first half, 
taking only three shots, two of  which 
were on goal. The Bears attempted eight 
shots, seven on goal. 

In the second half, both teams picked 
up the intensity. The Panthers attacked the 
net early in the second half  off  of  a four-
on-two situation but didn’t score after a 
save from sophomore Clara Jaques. Jaques 
recorded eight saves in the victory. 

The Bears added their second goal of  
the night off  of  a free kick taken by junior 
Lee Ann Felder. After a handball by a 
Principia defender, the Bears set up a free 

kick in the 69th minute. Felder rocketed 
the ball toward the near post, just out of  
the goalie’s reach. 

The Bears extended the lead to 3-0 in 
the 76th minute. Junior captain Emma 
Brown scored the off  of  an assist from 
sophomore Emily Gouche. Brown 
dribbled the ball down the right side 
of  the field and nailed the ball into the 
net near the far post. The goal marked 
Brown’s 20th score as a Bear, good for 
11th in program history. 

Thirty seconds later, freshman Becky 
Berels scored her first career goal and the 
fourth for the Bears. After a pass from 
junior Mari Greenberg, Berels shot the 
ball past Principia’s goalie, putting a cap 
on a dominant win. 

“I’m glad not to have a one-goal 
differential; we had four different goal 
scorers, which was important,” Conlon 
said.

The team members were extremely 
happy to end their four game losing 
streak. 

“It’s a huge relief, it helps so much,” 
Doyle said. “But now we really need to 
amp it up for October.” 

“I’m glad we won, yes, but I’m more 
glad that girls decided to put some things 
together, and we are getting a quality 
win,” Conlon said.

The Bears (4-5-0) return to play on 
Sunday, Oct. 3 against conference rival 
Emory University at 11:00 a.m. on 
Francis Field. The Eagles (7-0-1) are 
ranked 14th in the Division III National 
Soccer Coaches Association of  America 
poll.

Women’s soccer snaps losing 
streak with win over Principia

COURTESY OF 

SUNBEAM FOUNDATION

SAM CORNBLATH

SPORTS REPORTER

Write to Sam Cornblath at 

SAM.CORNBLATH@STUDLIFE.COM
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scene

KATE MARCAL

SCENE REPORTER

Washington University students will 
have a tasty opportunity to step outside 
the Wash. U. bubble this weekend and 
experience what the culinary world has to 
offer beyond Bon Appétit. Beginning at 4 

p.m. Friday, Taste of  St. Louis will take 
over six city blocks at Soldier’s Memorial 
with food, wine, art and entertainment.

One of  the event’s co-organizers, Mike 
Kociela, hopes the event will draw Wash. 
U. students away from campus and into 
the vibrant downtown area.

“With Taste, we are trying to raise 

the bar for St. Louis culturally,” he 
said. “That’s the first motive. It’s a 
professionally run, upscale event that 
really makes our city look good.”

New at Taste this year will be the Art 
and Wine Walk, which gives visitors the 
opportunity to purchase wine-tasting 
tickets while they view work by local 
artists. “We’ve always had artists, but this 
year we have wine with it too,” Kociela 
said. “You can sample wine and sample 
art.”

The event will also pay tribute to 
the city’s rich history of  blues music 
by having a Blues Stage, which will 
feature performances by local musicians, 
including Roland Johnson, Marsha Evans 
and the Rum Drum Ramblers.

Bringing the annual event to the 
streets of  St. Louis, however, is a massive 
undertaking.

“You have to run around like crazy to 
make sure the details are exactly how you 
want them,” Kociela said. “There’s a to-
do list for the set-up of  every single thing 
that needs to happen in very specific terms 
for every single element at each point of  
the entire six-block event.”

Currently in the middle of  final 
logistical plans, Kociela has spent the 
last week trying to stay on top of  last-
minute details. More than 3,000 people 
are involved in the production of  Taste of  
St. Louis, including organizers, sponsors, 
vendors, artists and musicians.

“When you’ve got [that many] people 
on the site it’s impossible to make sure 
everything goes perfectly,” Kociela said. 
“With any event, one or two things are 
going to pop loose. You just stay calm and 
fix problems.”

The event will benefit the Make-A-
Wish Foundation of  Missouri, which 
supports local children suffering from 
life-threatening conditions. According to 
Kociela, however, the event also benefits 
the city as a whole. He hopes college 
students will embrace the opportunity 
to venture beyond the campus to see St. 
Louis in a different light.

“People will get the sense that our city 
is alive and vibrant,” Kociela said. “It 
gives a lot of  folks in these hard economic 
times an excuse to come out and enjoy 
these things for free. Hopefully, some of  
them will even choose to move to the 
downtown area. There’s an economic 
impact, a tourism impact and a cultural 
impact.” 

Even with the planning for this year’s 
event behind him, Kociela will not be 
taking any time off. Organizing Taste of  
St. Louis is a full-time, year-round job 
that keeps him on his toes. “We probably 
started planning for this a couple of  weeks 
before last year’s event,” he said. “We’re 
already working on Taste 2011.”

Behind the scenes at Taste of St. Louis

Write to Kate Marcal at 

KATE.MARCAL@STUDLIFE.COM

STLBITES.COM | FLICKR

Participants enjoy the Taste of St. Louis in 2007. This year’s Taste, beginning at 4 p.m. 

Friday, will span six city blocks and feature everything from food to entertainment.

During his lecture in Graham Chapel 
Thursday evening, Jonathan Safran Foer 
delighted members of the Washington Univer-
sity and greater St. Louis communities. The 
evening included a stimulating reading from 
his most recent non-fiction work, “Eating Ani-
mals,” humorous and stirring anecdotes from 
his past, inspiring notes on fatherhood and a 
brief conversation about blow jobs. 

Foer was very pleased to see he had a sign 
language interpreter repeating his every word 
in sign, “not just because it’s the right thing 
to do,” he said, “but because there are certain 
things I’ve always wanted to see explained in 
sign language...” He then went on to comment 
on blow jobs, to the embarrassment of his in-
terpreter and to howls of laughter and dismay 
as attendees watched the interpreter gesture 
according to Foer’s whimsy.

Before his speech, I had the privilege of 
sitting down with Foer for 15 minutes to 
discuss his recent book and his experiences as 
a writer:

Student Life: What was the most interest-
ing or shocking part of your research for this 
book?

Jonathan Safran Foer: I think the most 
shocking thing for me was realizing that all 
of the harmful effects are actually known. It’s 
not really right to say that they’re accidental; 
they’re really built into the business model. 
With this kind of farming, people in the 
industry know it’s the worst thing they can 
do for the environment; they know that the 
animal cruelty is not because of sadistic work-
ers or malfunctioning machines, it’s because 
of human choices. And it’s really pervasive in 
America. I was under the impression, before 
I began my research, that there were actually 
lots of different kinds of farming, but that’s 
not the case. This is it. Even the human health 
risks are just the way it is. They know that 8% 
of chickens will have salmonella. So what do 
you call that? It starts to look like evil, rather 
than just a mistake.

SL: What was it like writing non-fiction for 
the first time, after building such a career for 
yourself in fiction writing?

JSF: I didn’t like it. I love when I’m writing 
fiction and don’t really know what I’m writing 
about and have to stumble forward. There 
are accidents in fiction. Here I was always 
constrained by the world and by facts. Also 
by having a story that I was trying to tell. My 
novels don’t really have subjects, which is 
what I love about them. 

SL: Ultimately do you think it’s realistic 
to think people will be vegetarians for moral 
reasons?

JSF: Well first of all, they don’t have to 
be vegetarians; they really just have to eat 
less meat. Unfortunately it’s often cast that 
you’re either a vegetarian or you don’t do 
anything, but in fact, there’s a huge gray area. 
It’s almost like asking do you think people 
will be environmentalists; they don’t have to 
be environmentalists, they just have to make 
different choices. But do I think there are col-

lective morals that will move people? Yes, I do. 
Cage-free eggs is the fastest growing sector of 
the food industry. They don’t taste any better 
and aren’t any better for your health—people 
do it for moral reasons. Not just in Berkeley or 
New York, but across the whole country. So 
yes, I do think people will change.

SL: It seems difficult to fall into that middle 
ground, though. I feel it would take a lot of 
work to find out where your food comes from. 
It seems really hard to make that conscious 
decision on a daily basis…

JSF: I definitely agree—I think it is dif-
ficult. But apparently a lot of people don’t. 
There are also other options: instead of eating 
meat for lunch and dinner, you could limit it 
to just dinner. That’s another kind of middle 
ground, which I think is actually pretty 
powerful. People may dismiss that and think 
you’re just a hypocrite for doing that, which, 
I guess yeah—but it’s better to be a hypocrite 
half the time than all the time. I think that’s 
the direction things are moving in. There’s a 
greater consciousness, which really makes a 
big difference. It’s kind of like smoking—peo-
ple still smoke, but they smoke a lot less. And 
there’s a taboo attached to that now. I think 
that’s the direction things are moving in, but I 
could be wrong.

SL: Since you said you didn’t enjoy work-
ing on this book as much, do you expect to 
produce any more non-fiction?

JSF: Maybe one day, but not anytime soon. 
The thing about this topic—it’s not that I care 
about it more than I care about other topics, 
but there’s a strange silence surrounding it that 
I found very appealing as a writer. There’s this 
thing that’s in front of us every day and it’s so 
important, and yet we haven’t found a good 
way to talk about it. So that’s what attracted 
me. And I can’t think of any other topics that 
are quiet like this. Maybe I’ll think of one 
somewhere down the line, or maybe one will 
come up over time. But for now, I think I’ll 
return to fiction. 

SL: What was it like being named one of 
America’s top 20 fiction writers under 40 by 
the New Yorker? 

JSF: I don’t know—it’s better than not 
being on the list, for sure. I remember they did 
the same list 10 years ago, and I remember 
when it came out. I thought it was amazing. 
I thought it would be so cool to be on that 
list, so yes, it’s an honor. The New Yorker 
has taste. It’s their taste, it’s not objective; 
there are a lot of great writers who weren’t on 
that list. And even some writers who are on 
it who I don’t really like all that much. I feel 
very honored, but I don’t feel that it means 
anything  in any sort of objective sense. The 
wonderful thing about literature is that it’s 
subjective; what works for one person don’t 
work for somebody else, and so the danger of 
lists is making the suggestion that there are 
things we should all agree on or that there is 
a cannon that should be recognized, or just 
that it’s objective. And it’s not. If somebody 
hates something I write, I don’t try to argue 
with them—there’s really no argument to be 
had. The New Yorker has an amazing history 
of publishing fiction and I’m glad that I have 

their stamp of approval, but it’s only one 
stamp of approval.

SL: What about the criticism you’ve re-
ceived? Your work can be rather polarizing—
how do you respond to negative reviews?

JSF: I guess I don’t. I don’t read much 
criticism—positive or negative. There’s an 
old saying: if I could choose between a punch 
and a kiss, I’d choose a kiss, but if I had to 
choose between a punch and nothing, I’d 
choose a punch. Getting slammed is not the 
worst thing in the world—getting ignored is 
the worst thing in the world. When somebody 
really tears into me, there’s a part of me that 
feels some kind of satisfaction. It’s not what I 
want—I’d rather have someone like what I do. 
But the goal is to have a strong engagement 
with readers and so, inevitably, sometimes it 
will be negative. 

SL: What is it like having brothers who are 
also involved in the literary world? Any sibling 
rivalries?

JSF: Well we really do quite different 
things. My older brother is an editor and 
my little brother is kind of a science writer. 
They’re both in different fields, and regard-
less—they’re my brothers. I want good things 
for them more than I want them for myself. 
I’ve never ever felt jealous or anything.

SL: Do the three of you ever help each 
other with your projects?

JSF: Yeah, all the time. I’ve read my 

brother’s book a hundred times and it hasn’t 
even come out yet. 

SL: What’s harder—being a writer or being 
a father?

JSF: Wow. They’re hard in such different 
ways. Being what I think is a good writer 
or a good father, both of which I think I’m 
attempting—I’m always striving to be. I’m not 
the writer I want to be and I’m not the father I 
want to be. They’re really hard in such differ-
ent ways. It’s just hard to say. But they’re both 
the hardest things I can imagine. I can’t think 
of anything more difficult. 

SL: Any advice for aspiring writers? Or 
students in general? 

JSF: Not really. When I was a student, I 
had Joyce Carol Oates as a teacher, and she 
once said that the most important writerly 
quality is energy. I think that was a really 
brilliant thing to say. You need energy on 
the sentence level and on the page level. But 
also, there are so many things in life that 
can sap you of your energy as a writer—like 
bad reviews or self-doubt or how difficult it 
is to face a blank page without an editor or a 
professor looking over your shoulder. It’s very 
hard to self-motivate. And I often find it hard 
to muster the energy. But if you can do that, I 
think you’re off to a good start.

HANA SCHUSTER

SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

15 minutes with Jonathan Safran Foer

CHRISTINA KELLEY | STUDENT LIFE

Jonathan Safran Foer speaks at Graham Chapel on Sept. 30. The lecture was co-spon-

sored by Mortar Board Senior Honor Society, University Libraries and the Wash. U. 

bookstore. An accompanying raffle raised money for books for St. Louis Public Schools.

Write to Hana Schuster at 

HANA.SCHUSTER@STUDLIFE.COM
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