
Cupples II Hall will stay closed until 
next summer because of renovations due to 
asbestos removal.

An inspection in 2006 revealed asbestos 
in the building, prompting administrators 
to approve asbestos removed a building 
renovation in 2010. The year is opportune 
because of the recent opening of Brauer 
Hall in the School of Engineering & Applied 
Science, which provided rooms for the 
Cupples II occupants.

Asbestos was popular as a building 
material in the earlier years of the 20th 
century and is a common problem in older 
buildings. Eventually its harmful effects were 
discovered, and its use in construction was 
prohibited. Inhalation of asbestos fibers can 
lead to serious illness such as lung cancer 
or mesothelioma and is therefore a health 
concern for many.

“I don’t want to worry about getting 
poisoned on my way to class,” freshman 
Bryce Caster said.

But Tom Simmons, director of facilities 
for Arts & Sciences, said students should not 
be worried.

“The presence of asbestos in a building 
only poses risk when it becomes crumbly and 
airborne—friable,” Simmons explained. “So 
long as it remains intact, it is pretty much a 
benign substance.”

If  workers find crumbled, loose bits 
of asbestos during construction, they are 
prepared to deal with it. 

 “If  ever any were found to be friable, or 
at risk of being damaged and thus becoming 
friable, we would close off  the area and 

Cupples II is currently undergoing renovations to remove asbestos, which was discov-

ered upon inspection in 2006. Asbestos is dangerous only when it becomes airborne. 

Building crews are taking precautions to keep the area safe for students.
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Students expressed overall satisfaction with 
the new Bear’s Den facility on the South 40 in a 
recent electronic survey conducted by Student 
Union.

In a survey of 158 students, 58 percent of  
respondents said that the new Bear’s Den is 
better or “substantially better” than last year’s 
South 40 dining facilities. Only 3 percent said 
the new Bear’s Den is worse, while a third of  
respondents said they didn’t live on the South 
40 last year.

The survey was used as an outlet for 
students to communicate with Dining Services 
about what they think of the new facilities. The 
mostly freshman and sophomore respondents 
had a chance to answer questions about their 
dining experience, as well as provide comments 
and suggestions for improvement.

Some major issues, such as line congestion, 
emerged in the survey results. Ninety-six 
percent of students said that congestion was 
at least somewhat of a problem, one that SU 
senators and Dining Services staff pledged to 
address. Not a single respondent indicated that 
congestion was not a problem at all.

The short survey, which was open Monday 
through Wednesday, asked students what their 
favorite stations are and which stations they 
think are the busiest.

While these statistics will help administrators 
improve Bear’s Den, the part of the survey that 
SU leaders say is the most important is an open-
ended comments section in which students 
were able to share their personal experiences 
and insights.

“Almost  every person that actually 
responded to the survey filled out the additional 
comments section, and a lot of these comments 
were really thought out, giving a lot of specific 
ways they thought Bear’s Den could be 
improved, and even providing innovative 
solutions for some of the problems they’re 
having,” said sophomore Mamatha Challa, 
speaker of the Senate.

New Bear’s 
Den receives 
high marks
SADIE SMECK

CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE BEAR’S DEN, PAGE 3

Washington University students have been 
helping out on the campaign trail as the Nov. 2 
elections approach.

Election season has hit the University, as an 
open Senate seat, multiple seats in the House 
of Representatives and local and state offices 
are up for grabs. As a result of the possible 
turnover, student groups and individuals either 
have been or will actively campaign for issues 
and candidates.

According to senior Kat Berger, the 
president of the College Democrats, the group 
has started the semester by focusing on voter 
registration.

“Our first focus of the semester has been 
voter registration, because we think that the 
student voter turnout will be very important in 
the outcome,” Berger said.

While the Democrats’ campaigning has 
not started yet, the group has been polling its 
students to gauge their interests in what they 
want to campaign for. According to Berger, the 
Democrats will do phone banking for U.S. Rep. 
Russ Carnahan (D-St. Louis), the representative 
for most students at the University, on Monday. 
In addition to Carnahan, the College Democrats 
also have plans to volunteer for Missouri 
Secretary of State Robin Carnahan (D), who is 
running for Sen. Christopher “Kit” Bond’s (R-
Mo.) open Senate seat against U.S. Rep. Roy 
Blunt (R-Mo.), and County Councilwoman 
Barbara Fraser (D-University City), who is 

WU Democrats, 
Republicans 
help campaigns

Cupples II to stay closed until summer
BECKY PRAGER & JACK CHONG
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JACK MARSHALL

STAFF REPORTER

SEE ELECTIONS, PAGE 3

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

SEE ASBESTOS, PAGE 2

Student Union Senate confirmed 
senior Shana Bartley as chair of the 
Diversity Affairs Council on Wednesday. 
SU Treasury will confirm her on Sept. 28.

The council (DAC) was founded 
last spring because of a constitutional 
amendment. It stemmed from the 
Mother’s bar incident and is supposed to 
create an institutionalized focus on issues 
of diversity, as well as train diversity groups 
like Mixed, Connect4, SARAH and Uncle 
Joe’s, which are now more coordinated.

“[Part of what started the DAC] was a 
lot of people realizing [that] there were gaps 

in how the student body was approaching 
diversity,” Bartley said.

Bartley, who formerly served as public 
relations chair of the DAC, hopes that the 
DAC will serve as an advocacy body for 
students, an informational resource and a 
framework for creating and investigating 
policies, as well as encouraging diversity 
on campus.

Though DAC still has no mission 
statement, Bartley outlined the group’s 
goals as “continuing efforts to create an 
inclusive environment on campus.”

“I think it’s important that a national 
university reflects the nation, and that’s 

The suspect in the armed robbery of  
two students received an ID card from 
University College because of  a staff  
member’s error, a school spokesman said 
Thursday.

The spokesman, Steve Givens, said a 
staff  member violated procedure by issuing 
the suspect, Jeremiah McMillon, an ID 
card before he registered for classes.

“It was a procedural error by a staff  

Above: Washington University Police Chief Don 

Strom speaks to Student Union Senate about the 

state of campus safety on Wednesday night. 

Top Right: Student Union Senator, junior Becca 

Craig casts her vote Wednesday night during Sen-

ate to approve of the selection of senior Shana Bart-

ley as DAC Chair. The vote passed unanimously.

Bottom Right: Bartley, nominee for DAC Chair, 

speaks to Student Union Senate on Wednesday 

night before being unanimously approved.

SU TALKS SAFETY & DIVERSITY

PHOTOS BY MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

SEE SU, PAGE 3 SEE DAC, PAGE 3

McMillon had ID 
because of error

Senate confi rms Bartley as DAC chair
MICHELLE MERLIN

SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

MICHELLE MERLIN

SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
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“The Me Nobody Knows”
Edison Theater, 8 p.m.
 The St. Louis Black Repertory 
Theater will perform this 
musical, based on the writings 
of inner city school students. 
Student tickets cost $15.

NSBE Career Fair
Athletic Complex 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Africa Night
Lopata Multipurpose Room, 7 to 
9 p.m.
Join the African Students 

2 STUDENT LIFE

SATURDAY 25

We didn’t want 
to become the 

smoking police. 
We wanted to 
be sure that 
our resources 
were directed 
toward more 
important things 
like ensuring 
the safety of our 
community.

– Police Chief Don Strom

 Tuesday, Sept. 21 at 1:08 p.m.
Investgation: At 1:08 p.m., an off-
campus complainant reported a 
fraudulent check. The disposition is 
pending.
 Wednesday, Sept. 22, 

Larceny: At 12:13 a.m., complaint 

student and an Apple representative, 
reported the theft of a iTouch from 
a class that he attends in Seigle. He 
had passed around an iPad and iPod 
Touch for classmates to see, and the 
iPod Touch was stolen by someone in 
the classroom. The lost iPod is valued 

at $300. The disposition is pending.
 Harassment: At 11:30 a.m., 

a student off campus was being 
harassed by an ex-boyfriend after a 
recent break-up. The student called 
seeking advice, and the disposition 
was cleared.

Women’s Resource Center 
Roundtable
Eads, 1 p.m.
Come discuss women’s issues.

Football game: Wash. U. vs. 
Westminster College
Francis Field, 7 p.m.
The game will be preceded by 
a tailgate at 5 p.m. in the DUC  
Southwest Courtyard.

FRIDAY 24

SATURDAY 25

SUNDAY 26
SHOWERS
67 / 52

T-STORMS
75 / 53

SUNNY 
74 / 55

FRIDAY 24

theflipside
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2010

Student Life presents a guide to places of worship in the Wash U Community

  religiousdirectory

9001 Clayton Rd. 

 (just west of the Galleria)

314-991-0955 

The Ethical Society Of St. Louis
A Welcoming Home for Humanists

If you care about human rights and social justice and believe  
liberty comes with social responsibility, please join us on 
Sundays at 11 a.m. Or attend one of our 
other programs.  We’re dedicated to deed 
before creed and welcome everyone. 

Looking for a place to get involved in …

www.union-avenue.org

SERVICEarts
faith?
UNIONAVENUECHRISTIANCHURCH

D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T

LUTHERAN   CAMPUS   MINISTRY
A progressive, justice-oriented  community.

Sundays at LCM

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

314. 863.8140

7pm  Home-Cooked Meal
8pm  Candlelight Worship

and more! g

Walking distance from campus in Clayton,
 open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Both apartments have beautiful hardwood 
floors, full kitchens and air-conditioning. 
Heat is furnished and included in rent. 

For more information call 
Beverly Ott at (314) 423-9200

1 bedroom, 914 Concordia Apt. #1S
2 bedroom, 6639 Alamo #3E

for your inspection...U CITY 
COMMUNITY 

YARD SALE

Saturday, September 25th

8:00 am to 2:00 pm

Heman Park Pool Parking Lot
7210 Olive Boulevard
Rain Location: 975 Pennsylvania Ave.

With over 32 individual or group 
event  participants. ?Tutoring In Math Or Physics

Princeton University Ph.D., Washington 
University physics professor is offering 
tutoring in math or physics. 

Call Dr. Fu at (314) 569-0715 or e-mail 
goodapplefour@yahoo.com to make 
an appointment.

remove it promptly,” Simmons said.
Students who walk by the building 

also have no reason to be concerned, as 
they are not in danger of being exposed.

“Most of [the asbestos] is in places 
where there is no risk to the public: within 
walls and pipe chases and in mechanical 
equipment rooms,” he said.

Wash. U. is taking precautions to 
ensure students’ safety. 

“We could just encapsulate it, but 
our policy is to remove it completely 
whenever we renovate,” Simmons said. 
“Licensed contractors do the work 
following all federal and state regulations 
[and] then test the air to make sure there 
is no residue.”

The renovations in Cupples II will 
include eight classrooms. In addition, 
offices will be added for the College 

of Arts & Sciences and the Office of  
Undergraduate Research to expand on 
their current locations in Umrath and 
South Brookings halls. 

There will also be new lounge and 
study areas for undergraduates, new rest 
rooms, an elevator, a two-story atrium at 
the western entrance and improved space 
for the Green Zone maintenance staff. 
The building will be certified to at least 
LEED Silver.

LEED certifications are given based 
on sustainability and the environmental 
friendliness of buildings.

The building is renovated in several 
steps. First, workers remove asbestos. The 
project will be completed from the top 
floor down, beginning with demolition, 
then the rough-in of utilities, followed by 
the installation of new partitions. Next, 

new utitilies will be distributed, then 
new finishes and, lastly, furnishings will 
be installed. Somewhere along the line 
they will add new windows, as well as 
dormers, skylights and light tubes to the 
roof to provide natural light to the third 
floor.

The University will be following the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act and 
the school’s construction safety procedures 
to ensure the project goes as smoothly as 
possible.

The project, which began this 
September, will conclude by August 
2011.

ASBESTOS FROM PAGE 1

Write to Becky Prager at 

BECKY.PRAGER@STUDLIFE.COM

In our profi le of Professor Shanti 
Parikh (“Tenured professor 
overcomes obstacles of race and 
gender,” Sept. 22), it was reported 
that Parikh was awarded tenure 
by the College of Arts & Sciences. 
Parikh was awarded tenure by the 
Facutly of Arts & Sciences. 

On Twitter, we tweeted “Shanti 
Parikh becomes #WashU’s fi rst 
African-American female tenured 
professor.” This misrepresented 
the facts of the story: The 
University has hired black females 
who have already completed 
tenure tracks at other institutions.

Student Life regrets the errors.

Association for a night of free 
food, culture and fun.

Write to Jack Chong

JACK.CHONG@STUDLIFE.COM
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ACTIVITIES 
MUSIC 
GAMES 
PRIZES 
FOOD 

DUC SW COURTYARD 

WASH U’S OFFICIAL 
 TAILGATE PARTY 

THIS SATURDAY  5:00 PM 

COME EARLY 
FOR FREE  
RUBBER 
DUCKS! 
WHILE SUPPLIES  
LAST 

CHEER ON THE 
BEARS VS.  
WESTMINSTER 
AT 7:OO PM 

The idea for the survey started this year 
when Challa and Senate Outreach Co-chairs, 
juniors Alex Cooper and Zach Schmitz, 
met to discuss topics that would be relevant 
to students. Cooper and Schmitz wrote the 
survey and worked with SU Vice President 
of Public Relations Cody Katz to distribute it 
electronically.

“We decided that we would want to present 
not only a senator’s own anecdotes about 
Bear’s Den but also concrete proof or evidence 
of things that students had been looking for or 
have felt about the new facilities,” Challa said.

The dialogue about the survey results 
opened up at the Senate meeting, as the student 
senators and administrators discussed some 
potential solutions.

“One thing that we talked a lot about was 
increasing the use of WebFood, which is going 
to be on the 40 soon. Hopefully that will limit 
some of the lines,” said Katz, a junior.

Survey comments also addressed the lack 
of garbage cans in the main dining area and the 
distance of the dish return room.

“That was something that we brought up to 
[Dining Services], and hopefully we can see an 
improvement on that,” Katz said. “It’s a quick 
fix.”

With the results of the survey now turned 
over to Dining Services, Katz and Challa say 
the Student Union will remain committed to 
the follow-up. 

“We’ll continue communicating with 
[Dining Services] through the Campus Services 
Committee [of the Senate],” Challa said. “At 
this point, we’ve given Dining a lot of feedback, 

so our role is to make sure they’re taking that 
feedback in, and really working to improve the 
condition of dining on campus.”

The dining staff has already made several 
changes in response to student commentary, 
such as bringing back make-your-own pasta 
and returning turkey burgers and tater tots to 
the grill menu.

“We appreciated that Student Union did 
that survey so that we have some sense of… 
what’s working and what’s not working,” said 
Nadeem Siddiqui, resident district manager of  
Bon Appétit, the company that provides most 
of the food on campus. “As we went through, 
there were some really good suggestions. We go 
through each item with the senior team from the 
South 40 and review that with the chef to take a 
look at things that are possible to accomplish.”

According to Siddiqui, many of the issues 
students have faced in the new facilities have 
begun to work themselves out. He said that the 
new layout and system of Bear’s Den, which 
offers a wide array of options and concepts all 
under one roof, has taken a little getting used to 
for both students and staff. Siddiqui’s goal is to 
make the students feel comfortable and satisfied 
with their dining experience, and he is eager to 
learn from the students themselves how better 
to do that.

“As time goes on, I think we will keep finding 
the tweaks and changes and improvements, 
and we’re open to those ideas and suggestions,” 
Siddiqui said. “We’re open, we want to know.”

BEAR’S DEN FROM PAGE 1

running for state Senate in the 24th Senate 
District, which contains the University.

“It’s a really interesting race because it’s 
usually a Democratic district and she’s a 
great candidate, but the Republican (John 
Lamping) is picking up a lot of steam,” 
Berger said. “One of her main issues is college 
affordability, so we want to help her out.”

In addition to the Democratic campaigns, 
students have also gotten involved in local 
Republican campaigns. 

Junior Philip Christofanelli spent full 
days of his summer working on various 
Republican campaigns. He served as social 
project coordinator for state Sen. Chuck 
Purgason’s (R-Caulfield) Senate primary 
campaign against Blunt. Christofanelli 
helped Purgason’s political consultant run 
the campaign.

Christofanelli also served as an advisor 
in Robyn Hamlin’s successful GOP primary 
campaign in Missouri’s 1st Congressional 
District. He also worked on the state 
auditor campaign of state Rep. Allen Icet 
(R-Wildwood), for whom he did door-to-
door work.

Finally, Christofanelli helped the 
opposition to Proposition B, which would 
place restrictions on dog breeding mills. 
He helped get the message out about the 
proposition and worked on voter fraud 
security measures.

“My involvement has been curtailed since 
I started school,” Christofanelli said, “But if  
Robyn Hamlin needs help with anything, 
I can answer questions or train volunteers 
for her. I try to make it to her volunteer 
meetings.”

In addition to his roles on these campaigns, 
Christofanelli is also the president of the 
University chapter of Young Americans 
for Liberty. Among other things, the group 
supports non-interventionist foreign policy, 
the use of gold and silver as legal tender, 

small government and a constructionist 
understanding of the Constitution.

“We don’t support any party, but 
Republican candidates are typically the 
ones advocating the principles we support,” 
Christofanelli said. “We stick more to issue 
advocacy.”

While the group focuses more on issues 
and less on partisan politics, and while other 
members of the organization are not as active 
on campaigns as Christofanelli, there are still 
plans for possible future events during the 
election season.

“We will probably host candidates and 
have them meet the students,” Christofanelli 
said. “We try not to be too heavily involved 
in the elections, but we like presenting 
candidates to students and letting them know 
what their positions are.”

Berger is looking forward to an active 
campaign season. The organization plans 
to help Democrats outside Missouri, such as 
in the race for President Obama’s old Senate 
seat in Illinois.

“We are thinking of doing out-of-state 
races, since most people are not from Missouri 
and might want to get involved in out-of-state 
politics,” Berger said.

Berger has noticed a high level of  
enthusiasm throughout the organization, 
especially among underclassmen.

“The incoming freshmen and sophomores 
now are so much more politically experienced 
and motivated than the older classes were, 
because they had Obama’s campaign when 
they were still in high school,” Berger said. 
“They are really excited now because it’s the 
first time they can actually vote, so there’s a 
lot of enthusiasm in our group, especially 
from a lot of the freshmen.”

ELECTIONS FROM PAGE 1

member at University College and not 
common practice that led to this person 
receiving an ID,” Givens said. “Even though 
this guy had applied for admission, even 
though he had met with an advisor, he 
should not have received an ID card until he 
registered for a class.”

McMillon is charged with the Sept. 6 
robbery at the intersection of  Big Bend and 
Lindell boulevards and the recent sexual 
assault of  a University of  Missouri-St. Louis 
student.

The McMillon incidents have heightened 
students’ concerns about campus security. 
The information regarding the issued ID card 
comes a day after Washington University 
Chief  of  Police Don Strom told Student 
Union Senate on Wednesday that the police 
department would look into getting closed-
circuit cameras for the perimeter of  campus.

Students at the meeting asked Strom to 
consider better lighting around off-campus 
housing and more-frequent blue-light 
stations.

A group of  University College 
administrators and employees in the Office 
of  Student Records discovered the employee 
error from an investigation into how 
McMillon got a school ID. They found that 
McMillon signed up for University College, 
but he had not enrolled in or attended any 
classes.

The group believes that this was an 
isolated incident and checked to make sure no 
other students had received ID cards without 
actually registering for classes.

The group also checked computer records, 
and found that McMillon never used his ID 
to gain access to on-campus buildings.

Despite the robbery and sexual assault, 
Strom said reported crimes on and near have 
fallen. There were five sexual assaults in 2009, 
compared to seven in each of  the previous 
preceding years, he said. He also said fewer 
larcenies and burglaries have occurred.

But he added that students should not let 
their guard down despite the crime decrease.

“Don’t be lured into any sense of  security 
by the fact that our numbers are so low,” 
Strom said. “It probably under-represents the 
real problems.”

Strom stressed using the Campus2Home 
service for students going home at night. 
He said that the service has been used 1,400 
times this year.

Strom also said WUPD has not devoted 
many resources or efforts to enforcing the 
University’s new tobacco ban, choosing 
instead to focus on campus safety.

“We didn’t want to become the smoking 
police,” Strom said. “We wanted to be sure 
that our resources were directed toward more 
important things like ensuring the safety of  
our community.”

With additional reporting by Puneet 
Kollipara.

not necessarily what’s going on right now,” 
Bartley said.

Currently, Bartley is focused more on 
creating a structure than carrying out the 
DAC’s eventual functions.

“Right now our main focus is to define 
our structure,” Bartley said. “My goal is to 
solidify a structure that will be sustainable 
for the people that come after us, and we’re 
really starting from zero.”

Being able to move slowly to make the 
DAC something of an institution was part 
of the reason for making it a permanent 
part of SU.

The structure is also integral to carrying 
out its function. Last year, current senior 
Greg Schweizer, that year’s DAC chair, 
started to look into the ways that students 
self-segregate on campus.

“It was hard to take on such an 
ambitious project with something that had 
to be built from the ground up,” Schweizer 
said. “I think that the DAC is more 
complicated than people expect because it 
has no money and it has really ambitious 
goals, so I think that being able to hand off  
something that’s really refined and ready to 
go is top priority.”

Schweizer has since resigned his 
position because he felt like he didn’t have 
enough time to commit to the project. He 
is confident that Bartley will be successful 
in the position.

“Shana is incredibly passionate about 
diversity. She has great connections on 
campus and I think she’ll do a phenomenal 
job,” Schweizer said.

Though structure is a primary issue, 
Bartley does hope that students will 
approach the DAC.

“[Students] will have a body to go to and 
say that these are our concerns or they can 
come to us and say, ‘This is what happened 
to me, what can I do now?’” Bartley said.

In addition to helping out individual 
students, Bartley has already started looking 
into changes that can be made on campus.

The DAC is already looking into the 
having the admissions office provide 
brochures in different languages.

“Oftentimes families are part of these 
decisions, and we feel that incoming 
students should have these options to 
involve their families in a language that 
they’re comfortable with,” Bartley said.

“In my perspective, diversity is about 
collaboration as much as it is about a bunch 
of people being passionate,” she added. 
“It’s about getting multiple perspectives 
together to find something that’s really 
sustainable and effective at making change 
on campus.”

The DAC does not receive any funds 
from SU or other sources. It is currently 
seeking a sixth chair member. An application 
is available on SU website.

Write to Sadie Smeck at 

SADIE.SMECK@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Jack Marshall at 

JACK.MARSHALL@STUDLIFE.COM

SU FROM PAGE 1 DAC FROM PAGE 1

Write to Michelle Merlin at 

MICHELLE.MERLIN@STUDLIFE.COM
Write to Michelle Merlin at 

MICHELLE.MERLIN@STUDLIFE.COM
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O
nline news source The Daily 
Beast recently ranked the 
nation’s most dangerous 
university campuses. Much 

to our dismay, Washington University 
ranked 13th on that list. Given the recent 
crime on campus, it may not come as 
such a shock to see us ranked so highly. 
     Here at Student Life, we are not 
shocked, but puzzled. The methodology 
with which The Daily Beast approached 
these rankings is inherently flawed, and 
thus we feel that our position in these 
rankings is invalid, and not an accurate 
representation of  campus safety or of  the 
opinions of  our student body.

The ranking methodology uses data 
collected from 2006-2008, from sources 
including the U.S. Department of  
Education, the FBI, the Secret Service 

and information disclosed in accordance 
with the Clery Act. According to The 
Daily Beast, the data were collected 
in nine different categories, including 
burglary, car theft, assaults, robberies, 
arson, non-forcible rapes, forcible rapes, 
negligent homicides and murders. Each 
type of  crime is weighted by severity. 
The rankings also combine data collected 
from all campuses that belong to the 
universities. In our case, that means that 
data from the Danforth Campus, North 
Campus, West Campus and the Medical 
Campus are all factored into The Daily 
Beast’s interpretation of  our campus 
safety.

One could see where this could lead 
to some issues. Included in our crime 
statistics was a 2008 murder at Children’s 
Hospital, which is considered to be 

part of  the Medical Campus. Not only 
was the murder the result of  a domestic 
dispute, but it is not at all related to 
the safety of  the undergraduate student 
body. With murders weighted 40 times 
more than burglaries, the rankings 
simply represent a distorted look at 
our campus’s crime statistics. They 
also fail to distinguish between crimes 
committed on campus and crimes in the 
surrounding neighborhoods, skewing the 
crime statistics even further.

The Daily Beast has unfairly placed 
us among the most dangerous schools in 
the country. Not only is it an injustice 
to Wash. U., but it is also unfair to the 
other institutions that are inaccurately 
represented in the security rankings. The 
Daily Beast simply did not conduct due 
diligence in devising its methodology. 

Given the cursory analysis of  the data 
collected, it seems the online news 
source’s intention was simply to garner 
unique Web page visits.

Our campus and the surrounding 
neighborhoods in which students 
live are diligently patrolled by 
Washington University police and 
by campus security. With services 
like Campus2Home and personal 
escorts, Wash. U. has ample security 
offerings for its students. Given that our 
campuses are located in urban areas, 
some more dangerous than others, 
crime is inevitable. It is a reality that 
we as students readily accepted when 
we decided to attend this institution. 
What we do not accept is a skewed 
representation of  our campus’ safety.

Methodology fl awed in safety rankings

EDITORIAL CARTOON

GODIVA REISENBICHLER | STUDENT LIFE

With the start of  a new school 
year, new senior classes begin their 
job searches. Prospective employers 
ask for resumes to see what we have 
done the past four years, what we 
have accomplished. Showing our past 
experiences is critical for getting a job.

This is a question we should ask 
when we act as employers. Currently, 
two major candidates are applying for 
our U.S. Senate seat, Robin Carnahan 
and Roy Blunt. We, as voters, should 
look at what they have done to decide 
who we should hire to be our senator.

Carnahan’s campaign website gives 
an overview of  what she currently does 
and what she has accomplished in the 
past. Carnahan has served as Missouri’s 
Secretary of  State since 2004. In her 
position, she has fought fraud, protected 
investors, helped victims of  domestic 
abuse and led the bipartisan National 
Association of  Secretaries of  State.

Carnahan’s level of  accomplishment 
is one of  the reasons she won reelection 
in 2008 with more votes than any other 
candidate in Missouri’s history, in spite 
of  John McCain winning the state. 
Secretary of  State Carnahan has a strong  

and appealing resume, particularly now 
when voters want candidates who are 
independent from Washington and who 
work with both parties.

One would think an analysis of  Roy 
Blunt’s campaign would be helpful 
in learning about his past, because 
his website says “a campaign is a job 
interview with the people.” But because 

he knows Missouri would reject the 
truth, Blunt tries to bury his work in 
Washington.

His twitter bio starts with “Classroom 
teacher, Greene County Clerk, Missouri 
Secretary of  State & University 
President.” All are true about his 
past, but none of  these are his current 
profession. He was first elected to 
Congress in 1996 and has been there 
since. How did I find this out? I did what 
few probably do: I read his campaign’s 
“Meet Roy” section where I found out 

about his past 14 years in Congress 
around word 1,160.

Now why would Representative Blunt 
not clearly show what he has done for 
the past 14 years? He has held some 
impressive posts: He was the Republican 
whip during most of  the Bush years. 
He can claim responsibility for much 
of  what got passed during the Bush 
administration.

For example, Blunt’s role of  majority 
whip was to get his fellow House 
Republicans to vote along party lines. 
One of  his final large bills was the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 
of  2008, a.k.a. the bank bailout. Blunt 
spent countless hours doing everything 
in his power to ensure this bill’s passage.

Fast forward to the next Congress 
when the Democrats have a larger 
majority and the White House on their 
side. Blunt resigns his leadership post on 
his campaign website to distance House 
Republicans from the unpopular leaders 
during the Bush years. In addition, Sen. 
Kit Bond announces his retirement, and 
Congressman Blunt starts running for his 
seat.

Suddenly, Blunt calls for reducing 
federal spending and votes against 
anything proposed in the last Congress. 
He does everything possible to get Tea 

Party support in hopes of  winning the 
election, but even the Tea Party sees 
through his dishonesty by trying to 
beat him in the Republican primary. In 
spite of  this, Blunt, with his millions 
of  dollars from lobbyists and statewide 
name recognition, beats the little known 
state senator.

The reason Congressman Blunt buries 
his current post is clear: With anti-
Washington feelings widespread among 
voters, a candidate with Washington 
insider credentials holding top leadership 
posts and taking more lobby money 
than any other representative would 
not be very popular. It makes sense for 
Congressman Blunt to hide his past, 
but for the 14-year representative to call 
himself  a history teacher is deceptive 
and misrepresents history.

When citizens of  Missouri look 
to hire their next Senator, they must 
act like employers asking for work 
experiences and accomplishments and, 
like employers, overlook candidates who 
hide their past.

DANIEL FISHMAN

STAFF COLUMNIST

Write to Daniel Fishman at 

DANIEL.FISHMAN@STUDLIFE.COM

Carnahan vs. Blunt: Résumé check

“The reason Congress-
man Blunt buries his 

current post is clear…”
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thumbs 
down
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Thumbs up to the U. City block 
party. We’re all for activities that 
involve free food and play-doh.

Thumbs down to Cody Katz for 
referring to September exams as 
“midterms” in his student body-
wide e-mail. Cody! They’re just 
tests! We’re practicing our deep-
breathing techniques.Thumbs up to Theta Xi for aiming 

toward new levels of ironic with a 
hipster-themed frat party. Thumbs down to Bill Maher for 

wanting $15,000 to come to 
Wash. U. in his private jet. So 
much for caring about the envi-
ronment.

Thumbs up to to our undefeated 
men’s soccer team. What, you 
didn’t know that? 

Thumbs down to 90 degree 
weather. It’s September already!

L
aura McGinnis is right. We should 
stop trying so hard to be something 
we’re not. That is not cool. But 
cool shouldn’t necessarily have such 

a negative connotation. Cool is not cool if  
you’re trying too hard. Cool is effortlessness, 
an understanding of grace, an understated 
confidence. Steve McQueen is cool. Ed Hardy 
is not. Cool is an essence that permeates our 
cultural understanding. We look up to cool, 
but it is also our responsibility to define cool. 

What a lot of us fail to understand, and 
what Wednesday’s column “Why are you so 
awk?” really got me thinking about, is that cool 
is individual. You can be absolutely devoted 
to the analysis of iambic pentameter, and still 
be cool. Intelligence and passion for a subject 
is not synonymous with nerd. It’s not fair to 
downgrade the status of our student body to 
dweeb simply because we are all seemingly 
pre-med. Last time I checked, doctors were 
in the Jewish Mother’s Pre-Approved Book 
of Husbands. And believe me, if  there is 
an arbiter of cool in our society, it’s Jewish 
mothers. 

There are certainly trendsetters. 
Interestingly enough, the only thing common 
among these trendsetters is that they are all 
unique in some way. They do exactly what 
McGinnis’s article urged us to do—break 
the mold. They are not scared to test the 
boundaries of social norms. We should look 
up to cool, but we should not let it define us. 
We fail—and bear with me here, for you are 
about to read a really schmucky sentence... We 
fail when we buy into the mass cool. 

I warned you it was going to be schmucky. 
I’m not sure what I really mean by this 

“mass cool.” It’s an abstract concept up for 

your own cool interpretation. 
You have to take elements of all the 

cool stuff around you and make them your 
own. You can’t simply imitate the coolest 
person you know or have heard of. And cool 
certainly isn’t being standoffish with holier 
than thou complex. That’s just being a douche; 
another term I happened to meta-analyze 
last semester. I come from New York City, 
where every hipster and entitled beautiful 
person thinks their *expletive* don’t stink. 
Where saying hello to someone you’ve met 
once upon a time is a form of acquiescence to 
his or her superiority. Where waiting in line 
for an hour only to be told you can’t get in 
unless you buy a bottle (usually of the Grey 
Goose persuasion) is a prerequisite for a cool 
night. I love my hometown, and it may be the 
coolest city in the world, but none of what I’ve 
described is cool. I mean, it is only in the sense 
that the places you have to wait an hour to get 
into are really sweet, but it’s also exclusive, 
self-interested and haughty. In many ways, 
unfortunately, those are the characteristics that 
cool has come to be associated with.

When considering what cool means to 
you, think of Andre Balázs. If  you don’t know 
who he is, look him up, because he’s really 
cool. In all seriousness though, let cool be an 
influence on your life. Don’t let it be a guide, 
and definitely drop the front. Remember that 
each person interprets cool in their own way. 
I’m not sure that it’s meaningful to say that I’m 
not an expert on cool at this point given that 
I’ve just forced my opinion of it down your 
throat, but I’m not an expert on cool. With 
that being said, and with golden nuggets of  
knowledge having been dropped upon you, go 
forth and be cool. 

KELSEY ENG | STUDENT LIFE
Write to Charlie Low at 

CHARLIE.LOW@STUDLIFE.COM

CHARLIE LOW

FORUM EDITOR

Cool ain’t so bad

H
appy belated Constitution 
Day, everyone! I hope 
that in a solemn show of  
national solidarity, you all 

took a patriotic pause during your beer 
pong games last Friday to raise a grimy 
red Solo cup to our favorite and most 
contentious document. I celebrated with 
a free lunch and lecture sponsored by the 
Gephardt Institute, where I listened to 
law school professors debate the latest 
goings-on in the Supreme Court, and 
the meaning of  the First Amendment in 
21st-century society. Though really, if  
I’m being honest, it was the poster that 
drew me in. “The First Amendment: 45 
words, five freedoms. Religion. Speech. 
Press. Assemble. Petition.” As a column 
writer, I was impressed. That’s some 
masterly word choice, Founding Fathers.

Within the discussion, it was pointed 
out that technically, the Constitution 

mandates that an American can 
be excused from a formal holiday. 
For example, a day devoted to state 
documents that sneaky Sen. Robert Byrd 
slipped in somewhere during the half  
century he was in office. Ah, patriotism. 
What a tangled web you weave! It should 
be noted that maybe another look at 
the Constitution wouldn’t be such a 
bad idea, however. Flipping through 
one edition’s index, I noticed that the 
Constitution covers everything from 
abridgment to yeas (and nays), and 
though I may still cherish snippets of  my 
AP U.S. History class, my well-rounded 
constitutional knowledge seems to rust 
away, bit-by-bit.

You see, I, like most Americans, tend 
to work mostly with the catch-all, and 
perhaps the most important facet of  our 
Constitution: the First Amendment.  
The First comes up a lot in the political 
spectrum—from a questionable insult 
shrugged aside (“Hey, it’s a free 
country!”) to an entire party platform 

(see movements, Tea Party). It’s one of  
the reasons that the United States is cited 
as being so politically free. However, as it 
was mentioned more than once, the First 
Amendment is not absolute. We have a 
responsibility to maintain the integrity 
of  that amendment, to ensure that it is 
not defiled as an idea. It’s just too bad 
that we live in the 21st century, in which 
things are just so tricky.

It is, in fact, our leniency that often 
gets us in the most trouble. One of  the 
hottest topics on Capitol Hill these 
days is the case of  Fred Phelps, a pastor 
and head of  Westboro Baptist Church 
in Topeka, Kan. Phelps has vendettas 
against everyone from the late Diana, 
Princess of  Wales, to Mr. Rogers, and he 
once wrote a letter to Saddam Hussein, 
praising him for being leader of  “the 
only Muslim state that allows the Gospel 
of  our Lord Jesus Christ to be freely and 
openly preached on the streets.” What a 
charmer! Phelps’ latest targets, and the 
topics of  lawsuits, are the funerals of  

fallen soldiers, whose deaths they see as 
proof  of  God’s disgust with America’s 
condoning of  homosexuality. Phelps 
pleads the First. I plead Hate in the 
Name of  Religion, Unjustly Shielded 
by Antiquated Conceptions of  the 
Constitution.

A religious extremist might seem far 
from the idyllic emerald quads of  our 
dear campus, but it is undeniable that 
we, too, will be confronted at some point 
with the finer points of  constitutional 
law. We are a generation addicted to the 
instant satisfaction of  quick-fire opinion, 
as of  yet sheltered by a system that 
simply does not know how to confront 
this mushroom cloud of  conviction 
prompted by technology. So when a 
status update from long ago comes back 
to haunt you, don’t worry. I’ll be keeping 
my copy of  our Constitution around for 
references.

SOPHIE ADELMAN

STAFF COLUMNIST

rite to Sophie Adelman at 

SOPHIE.ADELMAN@STUDLIFE.COM

Constitutionally correct?

I
t all started with a haircut. I’m taking 
a class called Creative Non-Fiction, in 
which the assignment is to go anywhere 
in St. Louis and write about it (great 

class by the way, you should take it). For my 
first piece this semester, I decided to go to 
a barbershop on the Loop called Studio 7, 
on the corner of Delmar and Limit Avenue. 
Now the friend who told me about the place 
did not describe it as any normal barbershop, 
but rather as a “black barbershop.” Walking 
over, I trembled with excitement at how cool 
this experience was going to be. My mind was 
filled with visions of the classic barbershop, 
maybe a Motown record playing, some 
weathered, gray-haired old-timers working 
side by side with the new school, hip-hop 
generation. Essentially, I projected my entire 
viewing experience of the movie Barbershop 
(not Barbershop II—that movie sucks) on 
what I thought this haircut would be like. And 

the best part is, because I had to write a long 
piece about this, I recorded the entire thing. 
Listening now, I can hear my excitement on 
the walk over. This is actually what I said to 
my friend that I went with: “I want that classic 
old school vs. new school vibe. I want the old 
guys that have been there forever to pull me 
aside and say ‘Let me tell ya something bout 
this establishment,’ and I want the young guys 
to roll their eyes, you know what I mean?”

As it turns out, Studio 7 has about as 
much character as Chancellor Wrighton on 
sleeping pills. The entire place is painted 
monochrome red, it’s only five years old, there 
are no posters on the walls, no memorabilia, 
no Chuck Berry autographs—nothing. It’s a 
place to get a haircut and yes, a lot of black 
people go there—but I would ascribe that 
simply to neighborhood demographics as 
opposed to any inherent “black” quality of  
this barbershop.

So I got my hair cut (they did a great job, 
by the way). On the walk back, I thought 
about my prior assumptions about the 

barbershop and if there was some inherent 
racism in them. I had assumed this place to 
be a bastion of black identity, a place where 
people came to “be black”—stereotypes that 
I embraced so wholeheartedly that I was 
shocked to find that I was wrong.  

I don’t think stereotyping is necessarily 
racism. Stereotypes are stronger than we 
think; they penetrate the most basic fibers 
of our thoughts from a young age. In a 
functional way, they help us assimilate and 
classify the huge amount of information our 
brains must process on a daily basis. Sure, 
there are racist stereotypes, but we often 
cannot run from them. Ever try looking at 
a list of words without reading them?  It’s 
really hard—near impossible—to avoid the 
automatic impulse to read. Stereotyping is a 
similar impulse.

Maybe we are all, on some level, racists. 
Or maybe racism occurs when we fail to 
question our assumptions, to push back on the 
views of the world that are already hard-wired 
into our minds. Furthermore, racism feeds 

on an over-extrapolation of our experiences. 
For example, when we judge Person Two 
based on the actions of Person One, even 
if they have no connection with each other, 
we are in danger of succumbing to our own 
stereotypical thoughts.  

So was I racist the other day, walking 
down the Loop, assuming that no less than 
Cedric the Entertainer was going to open 
the door for me and give me a buzz cut 
(Barbershop reference to the confused)? I 
think I was. It didn’t even occur to me that my 
projection of this barbershop would be wrong, 
and that is a dangerous gray area between 
stereotyping and racism. Unfortunately, 
I believe this is a ubiquitous occurrence. 
We see it all the time in society—from the 
unwarranted arrest of Henry Louis Gates 
last year, to any time you go through airport 
security. My advice? Never take your thoughts 
at face value.     

My racist haircut
ALEX GREENBERG

FORUM COLUMNIST

Write to Alex Greenberg at 

ALEX.GREENBERG@STUDLIFE.COM



Put on your olive waffle shirts and 
prepare your blood slides because “Dexter” 
premieres its fifth season on Sunday, 
which means you will have to wait until 
Monday or Tuesday before your favorite 
sketchy streaming site can upload it. No, 
Washington University does not carry 
Showtime, meaning that you may have to get 
violent in securing your Megavideo minutes. 
Luckily for you, “Dexter” will teach you 
everything you need to know for when 
things get bloody.

The show follows Dexter Morgan, a 
blood spatter 
analyst for the 
Miami police, 
who goes 
around and 
kills people in 
his downtime. 
His sister, 
Deb, works 

as a detective for the same department as 
Dexter. Their father, Harry, was a cop before 
he died. A while back, he adopted Dexter, 
recognized his developing sociopathy, 
and, using cop skills, taught him a code of  
vigilante justice to save him from getting 
caught. Harry didn’t really pay attention 
to Deb, so she became a cop to make him 
proud. 

If  you haven’t seen the previous seasons, 
they come highly recommended. They 
balance creepy and funny effortlessly and 
get just the right amount of frantic as the 
seasons sprint the finish. Last season ended 
with Dexter finding his wife, Rita, victim 
to another serial killer, and the trailer for 
this season suggests that he must prove his 
innocence. Still, even if  this year’s story 
unprecedentedly drops the ball, simply 
watching Michael C. Hall’s angled jawbones 
flicker through his sinister grin will still rank 
“Dexter” among the most compelling shows 
out there this season.
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cadenza

Huck Botko and Andrew Gurland,  
co-directors and screenwriters of  “The 
Virginity Hit,” had one idea when creating 
this movie: to remake “Superbad” as a 
tribute to the “YouTube Generation.” It’s 
a shame they forgot to bring along the 
other important ingredients needed for a 
film: dialogue, plot, acting—those kinds of  
things. 

You can just imagine them discussing 
the film in the board room:

“This is going to be a buddy movie, 
but let’s make the hero really awkward. 
And his best friend is going to be this fat, 
obnoxious jerk who speaks like Jonah 
Hill!” 

“Wait didn’t they make this film 
before?”

“Oh yeah... Wait! Let’s shoot the entire 
film on cellphones!”

“Yes! Best movie ever! …Penis.” 
(Botko’s probable reply, judging the type of  
repartee in “The Virginity Hit.”)

The “plotline” goes as follows: after 
Matt (Matt Bennett) gets cheated on by 
his girlfriend Nicole (Nicole Weaver), he 
is persuaded by his moronic brother Zack 
(Zack Pearlman) to let his friends film him 
losing his virginity to Nicole. The plan is 
to dump her on camera, post the videos on 
YouTube and revel in her defeat.

Does that sound ridiculous to you 
too? Welcome to Matt’s world. He’s a 
Michael Cera-wannabe with twice the 
awkwardness, half  the backbone and none 
of  the charisma. 

The main difference between this 
film and your average teen comedy is 
that it is filmed by handheld cameras.
The “Cloverfield” treatment does not add 
anything apart from realism, however. The 
film wants to be “authentic,” but none of  
the action is even remotely believable. It’s 
pretend realism. Would anyone really buy 
a porn star so that his friend could lose 
his virginity to her? Even by YouTube’s 
standards, the action is over-the-top.

Some of  the more elaborate set pieces 
may make you grin, but they do not rescue 
“The Virginity Hit” from its abysmal plot 
and dialogue. The problem with watching 
a bunch of  18-year old jerks improvising 
their dialogue is that they’re not funny at 
all. When the jokes fall flat, Botko and 
Gurland react by showing a lot of  nudity, 
which leaves us wondering whether they 
have confused YouTube and YouPorn. 

“The Virginity Hit” is one in a growing 
number of  teen comedies vying to rival the 
likes of  “Superbad” and “American Pie.” 
Yes, these movies had crisp one-liners, but 
more importantly, they made you care for 
the characters. During “The Virginity Hit,” 
I found myself  wishing that Zack would 
die in a very slow and painful way and that 
his death might, in some way, make up 
for the time I lost watching the film. The 
only reason I cared whether Matt actually 
lost his virginity was that in doing so, this 
terrible movie would finally end.

Take a break from studying this weekend 
to catch “The Me Nobody Knows,” a 
musical showcasing at Edison Theatre. “The 
Me Nobody Knows” relates the struggles 
of dozens of inner city students in a hostile 
environment. Although it premiered in 1970, 
this show still contains relevant themes of  
despair and hope, cynicism and optimism in 
the face of adversity. Cadenza recently had 
the opportunity to chat with Pete Winfrey, a 
sophomore in the production.

Cadenza: First of all, can you tell us 
about yourself?

Pete Winfrey: I’m majoring in drama. 
I’ve done three shows with the performing 
arts department already. Last fall, I did 
another show, “Ragtime,” with Ron Himes, 
the founder of the Black Rep and a Wash. 
U. graduate. He asked last March if  I’d be 
interested in “The Me Nobody Knows.” 
Currently, we’re remounting this show for 
the weekend—we did it for four weeks, with 
six shows per week, last June. So everybody 
involved is pretty familiar with it.

C: What details about the show itself  can 
you give us?

PW: Well, the setting is New York 
City in the 1970s. Obviously, it’s a very 
different place from today’s New York 
City. All the characters are kids, from ages 
about 12 to 20ish, who are all from the 
same neighborhood. The show contains 
a collection of stories of these kids who 
interact with a bad environment; it explores 

how they react to their situations. My 
character, especially, is at tension with the 
community. 
C: So do the kids mostly want to get 

out of New York and make a better life 
somewhere else?

PW: A lot of the kids have dreams about 
rising out of their surroundings. Most want 
to, but they try in different ways, which are 
not always logical because they’re kids. It’s 
complicated.

C: In that case, how should I feel during 
or after seeing this show? Happy? Sad? 
Introspective?

PW: Really a mix of all three. There’s 
some of your typical “kids-at-school” 
interaction, which is fun. I think the end can 
really make the viewer examine what’s out 
there in inner cities. There’s a lot of subject 
material regarding the exposure of youth 
to the defects of society. There’s violence, 
there’s drug use, there’s unhealthy family life.

C: So how can all of those problems of  
40 years ago be meaningful to us now?

PW: I think this is relevant for all of us. 
How many issues are there like these around 
us right now, say, in St. Louis? And although 
the show doesn’t necessarily put forth ways 
to solve these problems, so to speak, I think 
awareness that the show does raise is one 
step closer to solutions.

“The Me Nobody Knows” is playing at 
Edison Theatre tonight at 8 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 25 at 8 p.m., and Sunday, Sept. 26 at 
3p.m. Tickets are $15 for students. 

Dexter kills again, Sunday

‘The Virginity Hit’: 
Terrible Superbad rip-off
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The Virginity Hit covers the filming of the protagonist, Matt, losing his virginity.
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CADENZA REPORTER

The Pete nobody knows
JOE BERNARDI

CADENZA REPORTER

Write to Joe Bernardi at 

JOE.BERNARDI@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Pierre Deschamps at 

PIERRE.DESCHAMPS@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Nick Hawco at 

NICK.HAWCO@STUDLIFE.COM

NICK HAWCO

CADENZA REPORTER

COURTESY OF SHOWTIME NETWORKS INC.



The Washington University volleyball 
team was under a lot of  pressure entering 
its 2010 season. Not only were the Bears 
trying to defend a national championship, 
but they also had to overcome the losses of  
two star graduates, Erin Albers and Laura 
Brazeal. If  that wasn’t enough, two days 
before workouts started, the team learned 
that junior defensive specialist Tricia Brandt 
would miss the season because of  injuries.

Despite all these pressures, the team 
has picked up right where it left off  last 
year, going undefeated at 14-0 so far and 
maintaining the top spot in the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association national 
poll. The Red and Green show no signs of  
slowing down any time soon. 

Led by senior captains Marya Kaminski 
and Jennifer Varriano, the team has 
experienced nothing but success since its 
first match, already defeating several top-
ranked schools, including No. 13 St. Olaf  
College, No. 4 Wittenberg University and 
arguably the team’s biggest rival in No. 2 
Juniata College.

“We have an extremely talented and 
motivated team this year,” junior Kristen 
Thomas said. “There is intense competition 
for positions, and I think this has pushed all 
of  us to continuously improve and play our 
best every day.”

In particular, junior Lauren Budde 
has been opening eyes once again. 
Following her performance in last year’s 
NCAA tournament, which earned her the 
tournament’s Most Outstanding Player 
award, she leads the team so far in kills and 
blocks and is second in digs. Budde has made 
it clear that though winning another title is a 
goal, the team still has much to accomplish 
beforehand.

“Obviously, we want to repeat as national 
champions,” she said, “[But] our goals are 
simply to improve everyday, whether it be in 
a match or in practice…We need to focus on 
every single point during a match, because 
every point matters.”

In addition to individual contributions, 
one factor that has allowed the team to have 
so much success this year is the freshman 
class. In particular, freshmen Meghan 
Byrne, Tanya Marvi, Emily Tulloch and 
Tessa Blood have all been having terrific 
rookie seasons.

“[They] have been doing great for us, but 
all of  them are doing really well, providing 
lots of  competition, which pushes everyone 
to become better,” sophomore Kelly Pang 
said.

Another factor that many of  the players 
have attributed to their success is the team’s 
chemistry, both on and off  the court. 
“We have formed a special bond with one 
another and I think that we really feel like 
our own sort of  family here, which is a huge 
component of  our great team chemistry,” 
Thomas said.

While the team still has a long journey 
ahead to defend its national title, it seems 
the players are looking forward to the 
challenging competition that will come later 
in the season, particularly No. 3 Emory 
University, which defeated the Bears in 
last year’s University Athletic Association 
Championship and is currently ranked third 
in the nation.

But no matter what happens at the end 
of  the season, the players’ mentality of  
constant improvement seems to assure that 
the volleyball team will approach every 
match with as much focus and intensity as 
they have all season long.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 24, 2010

ACROSS
1 Cabo locale
5 Fall, as home

prices
10 Havana howdy
14 Distant start?
15 Insured patient’s

med cost
16 Mideast nation
17 *Coconut dessert
19 State bordering

eight others:
Abbr.

20 Krazy of comics
21 Backsliding

event?
22 Tourist attraction
23 *Facetious name

for a fund-raising
circuit entrée

27 Some campus
sisters

29 Big repair bill
reaction

30 “Hee Haw” prop
31 Kuwaiti currency
33 Fairy tale legume
36 Where it’s

laughable to see
the answers to
starred clues

40 Old curse word
41 Overhangs
42 Canal that Sal

worked on, in
song

43 Stud farm stud
44 Groundbreakers
46 *Mixer holder
51 Mindful
52 Rankles
53 TV channels 2 to

13
56 Lisa’s title
57 *Yellow slipper?
60 “Agreed!”
61 Put an __: stop
62 Janis’s comics

mate
63 Sale caution
64 County northeast

of London
65 Oceanic flora

DOWN
1 Eponymous

German brewer
Heinrich

2 Caribbean color
3 “Don’t worry

about it!”
4 River isle
5 Surgical

coverage?

6 Raccoon ___,
“The
Honeymooners”
fraternal group

7 Like some
echelons

8 Printemps month
9 Joe-__ weed:

herbal remedy
10 Like smart

phones, e.g.
11 Vacuum shown

lifting a bowling
ball in TV ads

12 Tilting pole
13 1997-2006 UN

leader
18 Goya’s “Duchess

of __”
22 Prefix with

scope
24 Sch. near the

Rio Grande
25 Bops
26 ’50s Red Scare

gp.
27 Kitchen meas.
28 Saintly circle
31 One going down
32 Assure victory in,

slangily
33 Gut it out
34 Cut out, say
35 Bridge assents
37 Take by force

38 Container
allowance

39 Keyboardist
Saunders who
collaborated with
Jerry Garcia

43 Range rovers?
44 Loc. with billions

in bullion
45 “__ girl!”
46 Island where

Robert Louis
Stevenson died

47 Furry Endor
inhabitants

48 Hawaii’s
Pineapple Island

49 Pickles
50 Speak formally
54 War, to Sherman
55 Hardly a big

ticket-seller
57 Sewing circle
58 T or F, on tests
59 Karachi’s

country: Abbr.

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

By James Sajdak

(c)2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2

3 4

© 2010 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

9/24/10

HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

9/22 SOLUTION

your AD here.

SPONSORED BY:

maniapuzzle Wong’s Wok
Chinese Restaurant 
Best Chinese food on the loop

Mon-Sat 11-9
565 Mehlville Avenue

(314)726-0976
eat in or carry out

sports
STEVEN HIRSCH

SPORTS REPORTER

Write to Steven Hirsch at 

STEVEN.HIRSCH@STUDLIFE.COM

Freshmen Tessa Blood and Emily Tulloch block a Wittenberg University attack in the

second set of the 3-0 victory on Sept. 11.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Volleyball’s 2010 title defense: So far, so good 
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scene

Many girls have never achieved an 
orgasm. There are also girls that don’t 
particularly care whether or not they orgasm, 
girls that lie about having orgasms and girls 
that lie about enjoying sex at all. According 
to the Kinsey Institute, 75 percent of men 
always have orgasms with their partners while 
only 29 percent of women report the same 
thing, which perpetuates the widely accepted 
belief that it is extremely difficult for females 
to orgasm. Yet instead of asking why women 
can’t orgasm as often or as easily as men, 
we need to be asking why the female sexual 
experience in our culture is so dramatically 
different than the male sexual experience.

Our sexual culture has not only failed to 
educate men about the female body, but more 
significantly, it has failed to educate women 
about their own bodies. The lack of education 
for both partners generates unequal sexual 
relationships in which the essential goal and 
main focus of sex is the male orgasm. When 
asked “what concludes sexual activity?” 
a senior female confided, “When a guy 
finishes, it’s a happy ending, and if a guy 
doesn’t orgasm from sex or from oral sex, it’s 
an unhappy ending, but somehow never the 
guy’s fault—unless he was too drunk.” 

There are a multitude of factors that 
inhibit the female sexual experience. 
Obviously, some men hook up with women 
solely because they want to have an orgasm 
while other men fail to understand the 
concept of reciprocation—no, I do not 
consider “quid-pro-quo” reciprocation. Yet 
there are men out there who would love 
for their partners to experience an orgasm 
with all its grandeur. In fact, a sophomore 
male confessed to me that he only enjoyed 
intercourse when his partner reached orgasm 
and otherwise felt guilty. If there are indeed 
men who get pleasure from giving pleasure, 
then what actually limits the female sexual 
experience?

Unfortunately, many females are content 
with not having an orgasm when they engage 
in sex. The orgasm gap is so common that it 
is the norm. With 70 percent of women not 
regularly climaxing from sex and 70 percent 
of men always climaxing from sex, women 
understandably don’t believe the orgasm is 
available to them.

My advice to women: You want to 
achieve the big O, and once you do, you won’t 
be able to get enough. The most important 
thing you can do is know yourself and your 
body. Grab a handheld mirror and say hello 
to your sexual side, because you’ve got a lot 
of catching up to do. If you are a female who 
has never experienced orgasm (for those of  
you who “think” you have had an orgasm, 
you have not), buy a vibrator and some lube 
immediately. 

My advice for men: Giving pleasure 
can be unbelievably pleasurable, and her 
sexual pleasure will only enhance yours. Be 
perceptive to your partner’s wants and needs, 
ask tons of questions and make her feel 
comfortable with her body so she can share it 
with you without reservations. 

My advice for everyone: Sex should be 
a mutual experience that involves exploring 
each other’s bodies, discovering how they 
complement and satisfy each other and using 
these unique and creative ways to augment 
and share pleasure. There is nothing more 
satisfying than sharing this intense, mind-
blowing, breathtaking, leg-quivering sensation 
with somebody you care about. 

This summer I lived with two 
roommates—Meg and Sarah. Meg has been 
my best friend since high school and while 
Sarah wasn’t my favorite person, I tried to like 
her for Meg’s sake. So when Sarah started 
going to happy hour a few times a week with 
her coworker, Rico, I tried to ignore how it 
made me feel, since Sarah had a boyfriend 
(Mike). Sarah would return late at night and 
insist to Meg that she had just stayed at the 
bar late with Rico. But one day, even Meg 
snapped.

“She’s been going out with Rico every 
night for two weeks and talks to him on the 
phone all the time. I can’t remember the 

last time she showed that kind of interest in 
Mike…” She shook her head. “I’d rather have 
my boyfriend make out with someone when 
he was drunk than him spend hours every 
evening, spilling his heart out to a girl that 
wasn’t me.”

Technically, Sarah wasn’t doing anything 
wrong (or at least that’s what she maintained). 
She didn’t hook up with Rico, she just 
confided in him constantly and spent long 
hours at his place watching TV and drinking 
wine. But can we define cheating as just the 
physical stuff? And if not, where do we draw 
the line?

Can we say that even looking at another 
person is cheating? As much as we might not 
want to admit it (and we all hate being the 
jealous type), everyone has eyes, and even 

if the person you’re dating is madly in love 
with you, it’s only natural to notice someone’s 
alluring smile or ridiculous six-pack. It doesn’t 
mean they don’t love you and what you’ve 
got—it’s just the way we’re programmed. 

Can we say that making out with someone 
at a bar is cheating? While I’ve heard debates 
on this one, I’m going to say that this should 
pretty solidly be considered cheating.

But what about the gray area that Sarah 
was playing in?

Putting my general dislike for Sarah aside, 
I tried to be impartial: How could I judge what 
was going on between her and  “just a friend?” 
The only fair way that I found to create 
boundaries was to consider what would make 
me upset if I knew my boyfriend was doing 
the same thing. And when I thought of Ben 

having long, intimate conversations with some 
sexy coworker, I was far more upset than if he 
were to confess to drunkenly making out with 
some random chick at a bar.

Emotional cheating is not a myth. It’s very 
real, and it tends to be even more damaging 
to relationships than actual cheating—Sarah 
dumped Mike after her “non-cheating” one 
day turned into “cheating.” So where do 
we draw the line? Use your judgment, and 
always consider your partner. I’m not sure 
how Sarah and Rico are doing these days, but 
something tells me she’s not the only one he’s 
romancing. But hey, according to Sarah, that’s 
not cheating.

We all love dancing at Morgan Street 
Brewery every Thursday and singing 
karaoke at Duffy’s Bar and Grill on 
Tuesdays, but does anyone ever just 
want to go clubbing? Let’s be honest, 
the Washington University club scene 
certainly leaves something to be desired 
and can’t compare to that of  a big-city 
school, but there may be hope for us 
yet. The Central West End is growing 
trendier and trendier every day, and 
if  you ever get a chance to stumble 
into Mandarin Lounge (located at 44 
Maryland Plaza), you’ll see that our 
club scene is actually pretty hoppin’.

Buddy Coy and Pete Ferretti, the 
masterminds behind the Nectar and 
Pepper Lounges, brought Mandarin 
Lounge to our humble city. And with 
notable fans like Chingy and Huey, 
Mandarin has already established quite 
the reputation. 

Its Asian inspired décor, featuring 

stone samurais, sleek red walls and 
interestingly lit ceilings, is reminiscent 
of  New York hot-spot Sushi Samba – it’s 
no coincidence then that they are both 
the works of  renowned designer Scott 
Kester. Like most New York nightclubs, 
Mandarin offers bottle service on 
its plush leather couches and a full 
functioning bar hosting many exotic 
drinks. 

Order the Ruby Dragon or the 
Buddha Bliss cocktails for a burst 
of  fresh Asian fruits like lychee 
and passion fruit. If  you’re feeling 
extra swanky, go for the $50 Gold 
Standard Cosmopolitan garnished with 
real 23-karat gold flakes, platinum 
tequila and Grand Marnier Cuvee 
du Centenaire liqueur. Perfect for 
impressing that hot date, celebrating a 
birthday—or even a Saturday, if  your 
wallet can use some breathing room.

As if  Mandarin wasn’t catching our 
attention fast enough, it also hosts the 
Central West End’s first rooftop bar. Its 
unique horseshoe shape draws attention 

to this new feature, while leaving ample 
room for dancing. You better check it 
out soon before the cold weather crawls 
in. 

We were slightly disappointed 
when Mandarin’s lights came on at the 
premature hour of  1:30 in the morning, 
but these St. Louis trendsetters have 
it all covered. On your way out they’ll 
hand you a wristband granting you full 
access to other St. Louis hot spots like 
Pepper Lounge that are open until 3 
a.m.

But sorry boys, this place is only free 
of  cover charge for the ladies. 

This Saturday, we’re expecting DJ 
Big D to be spinning, who is famous for 
his out of  control top forty mash-ups, so 
get ready for a young scene and dress to 
impress. Yes, girls—it’s time to whip out 
that new dress you’ve been saving.

Looking for a step up from St. Louis 
Bread Co. or Crazy Bowls and Wraps that 
won’t break your budget? Pomme Café & 
Wine Bar is the place for you. A neighbor 
of its more elegant—and more expensive— 
parent establishment Pomme Restaurant, 
Pomme Café & Wine Bar offers a simple 
but delicious menu of salads, small plates, 
sandwiches and entrees that are sure to please 
any palate.

The café is friendly and unintimidating, 
quaint and cheerful. Its French-themed menu 
offers items you might find at a small café 
along the Champs Élysées, like fresh fruit 
with brie, wine and crusty bread. Even its 
ambience is reminiscent of a small European 
gem. I must admit, I always love a sprightly 
accordion tune playing in the background of  
my dining experience.

Though one might be wary of the limited 
length of Pomme’s menu, with such high 
quality options as filet mignon, smoked 
salmon, tuna steak and, of course, cheese—
from goat to Gruyère—you’ll still have 
trouble choosing a dish.

More importantly, Pomme Café cooks up 
these classics with an original flair and bold 
flavors. Pomme takes an old standard like 
salmon and pairs it with bacon and mustard 
for the “Salmon BLT”—an outstanding 
sandwich, which I wholeheartedly endorse. 
The “Tuna Steak Sandwich” similarly 
surprises the taste buds and features a 
horseradish aioli. Crunchy toasted bread 
paired with the perfectly seared soft texture of  
tuna steak makes for a winning combo.

For vegetarians who tire of grilled-cheese 

sandwiches and salads, the “Portabella 
Mushroom Sandwich” will live up to your 
highest herbivore dreams. Goat cheese, 
tomato, chimichurri sauce and lettuce slaw 
(why settle for romaine when you can have 
slaw?) set this sandwich apart from others 
while filling you up as they complement a 
massive portabella mushroom.

All sandwiches come with green beans 
and new potatoes, which—in contrast to a 
bag of chips or french fries—will remind you 
that you’re eating in a real restaurant.

If you’d rather order an entrée, the 
“Chicken Paillard” is moist, perfectly 
cooked and topped with an unexpected but 
delicious sauce of caramelized apples—very 
appropriate for autumn.

Pomme Café & Wine Bar is not just 
for dinner dates. It also offers full breakfast, 
lunch, drink, dessert and—no joke—“late 
night snack” menus. With entrees maxing out 
at $16 and most dishes ringing in at less than 
$10, I’d love to move in right next door.

★★★★✮

44 N. Central Ave.
314-721-8801
http://www.pomme
restaurants.com/cafe/

Pomme Café 
& Wine Bar

The orgasm gap

SUSIE COMPTON

STEPPING OUT COLUMNIST

Write to Susie Compton at 

SUSIE.COMPTON@STUDLIFE.COM

RACHEL HAAS

SEX COLUMNIST

Write to Rachel Haas at 

RACHEL.HAAS@STUDLIFE.COM

PHOTOS BY SUSIE COMPTON | STUDENT LIFE

ABOVE: The “Tuna Steak Sandwich,” ring-

ing in at $11, features seared tuna, lettuce, 

tomato and horseradish aioli on six-grain 

bread. BELOW: Featuring a roasted porta-

bella mushroom with goat cheese, tomato, 

chimichurri and lettuce slaw on ciabatta, 

the “Portabella Mushroom Sandwich” is a 

delicious option that costs $9.

CARLY MACLEOD

ROMANCE COLUMNIST

rite to Carly MacLeod at 

CARLY.MACLEOD@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Amanda Aaron at 

AMANDA.AARON@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Jaclyn Bild at 

JACLYN.BILD@STUDLIFE.COM

AMANDA AARON & JACLYN BILD 

SCENE COLUMNISTS

Mandarin Lounge
Bringin’ the Miami club scene to St. Louis

What is cheating?
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