
Freshman  Class Council elections 
are approaching, and this year there are 
three slates—and one individual—vying 
for office.

On Tuesday and Wednesday of  this 
week, freshmen will log on to WebSTAC 
and cast their votes for a slate as a whole 
or for individual candidates. 

Over the past week, the groups have 
handed out hundreds of  flyers, given out 
mints and Hershey’s kisses, chalked the 
names of  their slates across the sidewalks 
by Bear’s Den and even organized dance 
parties. 

One of  the slates, “The Fistpumpin’ 
Five,” includes freshmen Felipe Cuartas 
(president), Eli Madden (internal VP), 
Erich Yaeger (external VP), Nathaniel 
Hyman (treasurer) and Rahee Nerurkar 
(secretary). Cuartas, who has leadership 
experience as a member of  the Future 
Business Leaders of  America and vice 
president of  the southern region of  the 
Illinois chapter, assembled the group.

The Fistpumpin’ Five aims to feed off  
the freshman class’s own ideas, having 
students submit ideas for programming 
and then vote on which ones to pursue. 
The slate also wants to organize events 
similar to Service First. One particular 
event it is looking to implement is a trip 
to Skyzone, which is an indoor complex 
with trampoline floors and walls.

Cuartas believes that what makes the 
Fistpumpin’ Five unique is the members’ 
leadership experience. 

“I feel [that] experience is something 
that is imperative to have when you’re 
going to lead a class like the Washington 
University class of  2014,” Cuartas said. 
“I think someone who’s going to be doing 
that needs to have the right experience 
behind them, and not just come in there 
blind.”

Cuartas’ rival, “Fresh Slate,” is 
made up of  freshmen Varun Mehrotra 
(president), Alex Williams (internal 
VP), Connie Shao (external VP), Harry 
Kainen (treasurer), and Ayah Abo-basha 
(secretary). 

All members of  the Fresh Slate held 
leadership positions in high school; they 
decided to run together after meeting 
through the Leading Wash.U. Style Pre-
Orientation program. They believe the 
Pre-O has given them a more realistic and 
comprehensive view of  what their job 
actually entails.

Fresh Slate’s major goals include 

On Sunday evening, the scene at the 
intersection of  Melville Avenue and 
Kingsbury Boulevard was nothing short 
of  wholesome. At a block party sponsored 
by Student Union, some students flipped 
burgers as others supervised children 
with Play-Doh and still others made 

conversation with elderly neighbors.
The concept of  a “block party” is a 

novel one on Kingsbury and neighboring 
streets, where the relationship between 
Washington University students and 
their residential neighbors has often been 
characterized by tensions over noise 
complaints. 

“It’s really two neighborhoods in one,” 
said Cheryl Adelstein, the University’s 

director of  community relations. 
Rosedale Heights, a neighborhood that 
consists largely of  apartment buildings, 
closely borders Ames Place, a private 
subdivision made up of  primarily single-
family homes. 

Over the past 12 years, the University 
has bought many properties in Rosedale 
Heights, including Greenway Apartments, 
which are operated by the Office of  
Residential Life, and several buildings on 
Kingsbury, which are operated through 
Quadrangle Housing, a University 
affiliate. Over the past 15 years, there 
has been a demographic shift—according 
to Adelstein, with more and more 
buildings that were once occupied by a 
combination of  undergraduates, graduate 
students and University faculty now 
occupied exclusively by undergraduates. 
This shift has changed the nature of  the 
neighborhood.

“Students keep different hours from 
people who work nine to five—they get 
up late, stay up late, socialize in large 
groups,” Adelstein said. “We think it’s 
important for students to understand that 
there are a lot of  people here who keep 
different hours, and whatever we can do 
to restore the norms of  the community 

Monday, September 20, 2010    Vol. 132, No. 9    www.studlife.com    Washington University in St. Louis

T
V

 P
R

E
V

IE
W

C
O

N
T
IN

U
E

D
 O

N
L
IN

E

N
IC

H
E

S
C

E
N

E
, 
P

A
G

E
 7

T
E

A
 P

A
R

T
IE

R

F
O

R
U

M
, 
P

A
G

E
 4

the independent newspaper 

of Washington University in 

St. Louis since 1878

CONTACT BY POST 
ONE BROOKINGS DRIVE #1039

#330 DANFORTH UNIVERSITY CENTER

ST. LOUIS, MO 63130-4899

CONTACT BY EMAIL 
EDITOR@STUDLIFE.COM

NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM

CALENDAR@STUDLIFE.COM

CONTACT BY PHONE
NEWSROOM 314.935.5995 

ADVERTISING 314.935.6713 

FAX 314.935.5938

Bears take championship rematch, DePauw invitational

The tradition of  excellent matches 
between the Washington University 
women’s volleyball team and Juniata 
College continued this weekend—and the 
recent trend of  the Bears coming out on 
top remained intact as well.

The No. 1 Bears and No. 2 Eagles, 
who fought it out in last year’s national 
championship match, engineered another 
instant classic on Saturday at the DePauw 
University Invitational in Greencastle, 
Ind. Once again, it was Wash. U. who 
emerged victorious with a 3-2 win (27-25, 
21-25, 20-25, 25-21, 18-16), highlighting 
another weekend of  four wins for the 
Bears. With these wins, the team stands 
at 14-0 on the season.

“It was a really nice weekend for us. 
The cherry on top was beating Juniata, 
but it was a very good tournament,” 
sophomore Kelly Pang said.

The victory was the Bears’ third straight 

over the Eagles, and much like the 3-1 
victory in last year’s championship match 
and the 3-0 victory on this weekend a year 
ago, Juniata made it far from easy. After 
the first set, in which Wash. U. rallied 
from down 17-20 to win, Juniata jumped 
out to an early lead in each of  the next 
two sets and never looked back, going 
into the fourth set with a 2-1 advantage.

But the Bears responded by jumping 
out to a lead in the fourth set and 
managed to force a decisive fifth set 
behind a hitting percentage of  .393 for the 
set (after hitting a combined .145 in the 
second and third).

“We’re all ecstatic, and we’re very 
happy as a team how we played and how 
we pulled together after being down 2-1,” 
sophomore Marilee Fisher said. “We 
came out strong in the fourth game and 
took control early.”

Slowly, the Bears inched toward a 
victory in the fifth set, getting within three 
points of  the win with a 12-7 advantage 
before Juniata stormed back to tie the 

match at 12. After staving off  one match 
point to tie the match at 14, Juniata fell 
behind and the Bears didn’t look back, 
taking the set and the match with an 18-
16 victory.

The marathon match was the first five-
set match of  the year for the Bears and the 
first to last longer than two hours in time. 
Junior Lauren Budde led the team with 
24 kills while freshman Meghan Byrne 
picked up 11 more, paced by Marilee 
Fisher’s 52 assists. Pang and freshman 
Tanya Marvi led the back-row efforts 
with 32 and 16 digs, respectively.

“The match with Juniata was a 
heavyweight fight with both teams taking 
turns running off  strings of  points,” head 
coach Rich Luenemann said. “They’re 
easily the best team we’ve faced this year 
and don’t show any weaknesses.”

With another spectacular match with 
Juniata in the rearview mirror, the Red 
and Green turned around later in the 
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Weightless in Forest Park

This weekend, the 38th annual Great Forest Park Balloon Race took place on the Central Fields in Forest Park. On Friday evening, 

spectators watched as hot air balloons were lit up by their burners. On Saturday, the balloons ascended into the air for a race. In ad-

dition to the balloons, the event included food, drinks and pre-race festivities, such as skydivers and pony rides.
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Sophomore Marilee Fisher, seen here in a 

game against Wittenberg, recorded 164 as-

sists over the weekend, including 52 against 

rival Juniata College. The bears are now 

14-0 going in the UAA round robin play.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Play-Doh unites Wash. U. students and neighborhood children at a block party on Kingsbury 

Boulevard in University City on Sunday. The party was sponsored by Student Union.



OneWorld Presents: As You Wish Imports Fair 
Trade Sale
DUC North Arcade, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
As You Wish Imports is an organization that has 
supported fair trade and education projects in 
Guatemala since 1990. They are coming back to the 
Wash. U. campus to promote fair trade and to bring 
us lovely products from all over the world this week!

Inklings: Writing Workshop
Ursa’s Fireside, 8 to 10:30 p.m.
WU-SLam is hosting a writing workshop.

2 STUDENT LIFE

TUESDAY 21
Gallery for Ibiyinka Olufemi Alao 
McMillan Café, 2 to 4 p.m.
The African Students Association is bringing Ibyinka Alao 
to campus. Alao was named as Nigeria’s ambassador 
of art. His visit to St. Louis is coordinated by the 
Nigerian Embassy and the United Nations. His paintings 
commemorate sacred texts, former Yoruba forms of 
government and nostalgia “for the old ways of doing 
things.”

Mr. Wash. U. nominations
DUC, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Vote for who you think should be a candidate for Mr. 
Wash. U.

MONDAY 20

TUESDAY 21

SUNNY
92 / 68

SUNNY 
94 / 68
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Join us on September 21st, 6:00PM-7:30PM

Speaker: Gustavus Bahr, Managing Director
Financial Services Advisory & Banking

Danforth University Center, Room 276
Washington University in St. Louis

HELLO, WE’RE PNC. We really enjoy meeting and connecting with people, 

especially individuals who may be interested in exploring a future with us. We’re the 

highly diversifi ed and growing fi nancial services organization that spans the retail, 

business and corporate markets. We help make it easy to achieve your goals, both big 

and small, with confi dence. How do we make that happen? By investing in you, and 

doing what’s right. We take a proactive approach to fi nding opportunities to better 

serve our customers, our more than 50,000 employees, our shareholders, and the 

communities in which we work.

Now is an exciting time to join us, whether you are working towards your Bachelor’s or 

Master’s degree. You will fi nd we are a nationally recognized bank, with a history that 

spans over 150 years.

Learn how PNC can bring out the achiever in you. www.pnc.jobs/students

PNC is an Equal Employment Opportunity/Affi rmative Action Employer – M/F/D/V/SO.
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WU ranked 13th most dangerous 
college by Daily Beast news blog

The Daily Beast news blog has 
ranked Washington University as the 
nation’s 13th most dangerous college, 
a ranking that University officials 
question for its methodology.

Students also disagree with the 
rankings released last week and some 
even wonder if  it’s linked to crime in 
the St. Louis area.

“I’m surprised by the ranking 
because I feel the campus is very 
safe, and WUPD is always present,” 
sophomore Roseanna Zhang said. 
“Off-campus, however, is a different 
story, and I don’t dare to walk alone at 
night outside of  campus.” 

The University called the rankings 

“flawed and…not a credible analysis of  
crime pattern” in a statement released 
last week.

The administration said that the 
statistics measure both the Danforth 
Campus and the medical campus, 
meaning there is a higher population 
and a higher chance of  crime than 
other universities.

The Daily Beast researched almost 
500 schools and included nine types 
of  crimes weighted by their severity. 
Murder, for instance, carries a heavier 
weight than robbery.

Boston’s Tufts University was 
ranked the most dangerous school, 
followed by the University of  Maryland 
and Harvard.

Washington University was ranked 
just after Illinois Institute of  Technology 

and just ahead of  Massachusetts 
Institute of  Technology. 

The Daily Beast cited one murder 
and 22 forcible rapes among other 
crimes at the University in the past 
three years.

The Daily Beast did not immediately 
return messages left for comment late 
Sunday.

Tufts also questioned its ranking 
as the most dangerous university. The 
Daily Beast responded to the Somerville 
Journal, a local publication: “The same, 
consistent standard was applied to all 
colleges on this list, which is to include 
crimes reported both on campus and 
around campus, based on federal data 
supplied by the schools themselves. 

LAUREN OLENS

NEWS EDITOR

MONDAY 20

SEE RANKING, PAGE 3

In the display WUSLam vs Slam Nuba, 
a WUSLam member was identified as 
Gerald Martin and a Slam Nuba member 
was identified as Amy Eberhart. The 
individuals are named Gerald Jackson and 
Amy Everhart, respectively. Student Life 
regrets the errors.

–  Senior Arian Hassanalizadeh on Sunday’s 
University City block party

QUOTE

The fact that this is Wash. 

U. reaching out to the University 

City community is something 

that I’ve never really witnessed 

since I’ve been here.
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Nixon on campus to discuss energy policy

Missouri Governor Jay Nixon visited 
campus to give a speech and lay out a vision 
for a positive energy future for Missouri and 
to garner support for his administration’s 
initiatives. 

Nixon came to Brauer Hall Friday, along 
with energy executives and industrial consumers, 
to speak of the importance of academic 
institutions like Washington University and 
the research they do in forming the pathway to 
energy independence. 

Nixon emphasized the importance of  
cost efficient, clean and secure energy and its 
importance to the economy, environment and 
national security. 

“Clean, affordable and abundant energy 
is critical to creating jobs, to helping existing 
businesses expand and to attracting new 
businesses to our state,” Nixon said. “Affordable 
power helps maintain our low cost of living 
in Missouri, which is not only attractive to 
businesses, but also eases the strain on the 
household budgets of the hard-working people 
of this state.”

According to Nixon, some of the lowest-
priced energy is found in Missouri. The state 
is ranked seventh among all states in affordable 
electricity prices.

Nixon cited similar statistics to highlight 
the fact that Missouri has an advantage 
when compared to other states and to urge 
Missourians to make sure that the advantage is 
not lost.

“Our  low energy costs give Missouri a 
competitive advantage that we cannot afford 
to lose,” he said. “We must make sure we have 
adequate supplies to serve the demands of  
Missouri’s consumers first.”

Nixon also echoed the need for Missouri to 
embrace science and technology. He highlighted 
research efforts taking place in the state.

“It is critical to Missouri’s energy future that 
academia, industry and government maintain a 
strong, working partnership that is focused on 
innovation,” Nixon said. 

One example he used was a project taking 
place at Washington University’s Donald 
Danforth Plant Science Center, where scientists 
are researching the possibility of creating 
biofuels from algae. Nixon hopes that eventually 
biofuels will be able to be offered as a competitor 
to fossil fuels. 

The third subject that Nixon spoke about 
was conservation and energy efficiency. In 
2009, Nixon signed an executive order forcing 
state governmental agencies to cut energy 
consumption by two percent a year for the next 

ten years. 
“As one of the largest employers and energy 

consumers in the state, state government itself  
must become a leader in conservation,” he said. 
“We have a responsibility to set the example for 
state employees, businesses and citizens across 
the state.”

Nixon also noted that the state has a 
prerogative to incentivize conservation efforts 
and make it positive for the taxpayers and for 
the environment. 

He stressed the importance of shifting 
to renewable energy, citing the passage of  
Proposition C in November 2008 as evidence for 
public support. The 2008 proposition mandated 
the use of renewable energy in Missouri.

He also thinks that the shift to renewable 
energy will help create jobs.

Nixon noted that while renewable energy is 
important, the change to it will be gradual.

“Missouri’s energy future is not an either/
or proposition. It does not rest just with fossil 
fuels or biofuels; it rests with both fossil fuels 
and biofuels,” Nixon said.

Nixon hopes that by investing in renewable 
energy, jobs will be created and energy prices 
can be kept low. He has a lot of hope for 
Missouri’s future.

“We all can agree that Missouri’s future is 
inextricably tied to energy policy. We all know 
each other’s starting positions: Consumers want 
costs to be as low as possible; utilities want to 
maximize the return on their investments. 
That said, I think we all share the vision of a 
cleaner, greener, healthier and more prosperous 
Missouri.”

With additional reporting by Michelle 
Merlin.

DAVID MESSENGER 

NEWS EDITOR

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

The Daily Beast of  course stands behind its 
college crime rankings.” 

The Daily Beast also ranked the safest 
colleges, naming Cardinal Stritch University 
in Milwaukee, Wisc.; New York Institute 
of  Technology in Old Westbury, N.Y.; and 
Long Island University in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
as the top three. 

In a statement released by the University 
regarding the ranking, officials said that “it 
should be noted that the University has a 
campus culture that encourages reporting of  
incidents...and it realizes that its attention 
to security and encouragement of  reporting 
may have contributed to the level of  crime 
reported.”

Even with recent muggings near campus, 
students still feel safe, at least on campus.

“I don’t feel unsafe on campus, but off  
campus, I don’t think I would want to be 
walking around alone at night.... It’s pretty 
dark on the walk to the Loop,” said junior 
Katherine Wang.

Other students believe that the 
University’s location in St. Louis is to 
blame for its lower rankings.

“I figured we were safer, but that’s 
probably the best we could do in this city,” 
said freshman Caroline Awh.

With additional reporting by the news 
staff.

Write to Lauren Olens at 

LAUREN.OLENS@STUDLIFE.COM

providing a weekly bus to transport 
students to local community service 
projects that would not otherwise be 
accessible to freshmen. They hope to fund 
trips to various local attractions, including 
the Chesterfield Sports Fusion and the 
City Museum, providing entertainment 
for those who seek an alternative to 
parties.

“We want to focus a decent amount 
of  our program towards kids who don’t 
want to rely on Greek life to have their 
fun on the weekends,” Mehrotra said. 
“We want to be able to program for those 
kids and make sure that they also have a 
good time.”

Thirdly, the “Soul Slate,” named 
for its positive attitude, consists of  Rafi 
Lowenstein (president), Harry Bolson 
(internal VP), Hallie Dobkin (external 
VP), Ari Rosenstrauch (treasurer), and 
Sarah Palay (secretary).

From four different residential colleges, 
the members’ main goal is to provide a 
source of  eco-mindful entertainment. 

“We’re all about sustainability, going 
green, and through that, we want to 
program awesome things this year on 
campus,” Lowenstein said.

Their plans include a dance in the 
DUC, a tug-of-war tournament on the 
swamp, various social gatherings with free 
food, such as a talent show, in addition to 
a variety of  events off  campus. The slate 
hopes to organize a trip for the entire 
school to go to downtown St. Louis 

and even a class paintball tournament. 
Lowenstein also plans on scheduling a 
weekly bus to Wal-Mart to make it easier 
for freshmen to buy needed items. 

They believe what distinguishes their 
group is their joint sense of  responsibility 
and fun.

“What makes us so special and 
different from the other slates is that we 
have a balance,” Lowenstein said. “We’re 
serious; we want to work hard…but at the 
same time, we want to have fun…we’re 
relaxed.”

Freshman Melanie Newell is running 
without a slate for the position of  president 
of  the Freshman Class Council. She hopes 
to act as a seamless connection between 
the students and the administration.

“As students here at Wash.U., one of  
many in our class and in the University as 
a whole, we don’t always necessarily have 
the opportunity to voice our opinions or 
implement our ideas,” Newell said. “As 
class president, I will act as the figure 
responsible for achieving these goals for 
each one of  you.”

Winning councils are provided with 
an initial $2000 for programming and 
other expenditures, and they are able to 
petition for tens of  thousands more in 
additional funding. Election results will 
be announced Wednesday evening. 

COUNCIL FROM PAGE 1
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Missouri Governor Jay Nixon addresses his audience in Brauer Hall on Friday. Nixon 

came to campus to speak about Missouri energy use and research.
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W
e have all heard about the 
Tea Party, haven’t we? This 
odd group is sweeping 
across the nation and 

throwing incumbents out of  office left and 
right. (Political puns are fun.) But there is 
only so much you can legitimately gather 
about a political group from the newspaper 
and whatever humorous antics Jon Stewart 
has created about them. For this reason, on 
Sept. 12, I attended a Tea Party rally under 
the Gateway Arch.

There were a variety of  speakers and a 
few musical guests. (Shout out to the band 
“Founding Fathers” for playing a few of  my 
favorites while I was there. I will, however, 
not forgive changing the lyrics to suit your 
political views.)

For those not in the know, the Tea 
Party’s message favors free market 
capitalism, smaller government, fewer taxes 
and lower spending. What makes them the 
wacky uncle of  political action groups are 
their less widely held beliefs, like the one 
that our president is a Muslim or that he 
hates America. (While on the subject of  
less widely held beliefs…according to one 
speaker, the “death panels” have already 
started. The speaker was a freakin’ medical 
professional by the way. I’ll let that sink in.)

However, they have proven remarkably 
effective at working within the system for 
getting their candidates on the ballot and 
winning in primaries across the country, 
something for which they should be 
respected.

The first thing I gathered about the Tea 
Party based on the event was the extreme 
sense of  superiority they have in their 
beliefs. Just about every speaker who took 
the stage told the crowd that we were true 
patriots for fighting against government 
tyranny and that they were too smart to be 
taken in by sleek politicians with their sound 
bytes that distract us from the real issues.

The second thing I gathered was that 
their analysis of  the current state of  the 
country is straight up wrong. There were 
some comments about the secular liberal 
superminority (Dick Morris, that isn’t a 
word) that is controlling the country and the 
political narrative, something I find hard to 
believe considering how few members of  
congress are non-religious (there are only 
three) and how the narrative is not even a 
little bit controlled by liberals.

Of course this statement included the 
media as a whole, which apparently had 
been treating the Tea Party as a fringe group 
according to those at the rally. (Of course 
this means that FOX News doesn’t count as 
the media, something I can get behind.)

The last thing I gathered was the anger 
at education that the crowd seemed to 
hold. One speaker offered a story about 
how he hadn’t paid attention in economics 
class because he thought it was stupid, and 
that was why he had never learned about 
Keynesianism (people cheered at that).

And it wasn’t David Limbaugh foaming 
at the mouth about spending or those 
absolutely awful jokes about President 
Obama (seriously guys, a joke isn’t funny 
just because it’s something derogatory about 
the president) that got the most intense 
and angry reactions from the crowd. That 
moment came when one speaker appeared 
onstage and started ranting and raving about 
how college students were ruining America 
with their activism and liberal ideals and 
needed to be stopped.

I might be wrong about the intentions 
of  his speech, especially considering there 
were both college students and college 
grads there, but I have honestly never been 
more afraid in my entire life than during 
that speech. All the people around me were 
visibly seething with anger. The sheer hatred 
with which they struck at an entire group, 
that I am a part of, for zero ideological 
reasons shook me to my bones.

And that is the problem with the Tea 
Party, not the ideological beliefs they hold 

and not the fact that they might end up 
being the winners of  the 2010 elections. 
I might not like those thoughts, but I can 
accept them. 

What I find unacceptable is the fact that 
I felt as though they were attacking me as 
a person for wanting to get a good college 
education. 

The NAACP had a similar feeling when 
Tea Party members hurled racial epithets 
at Congressman Jim Clyburn before the 
final healthcare vote, culminating in their 
accusation that the Tea Party was racist.

 Whether intentional or not, the personal 
fear and hatred they create is there. Our 
political process is neither easy nor clean. It 

is about compromise, debate and comparing 
ideals. Most of  all, it is about respect. 

But when you tell me that I am less 
than you for pursuing something that I have 
wanted since I was a child, that you hate 
me, and that I am to be derided for trying 
to grasp at my dreams; when you tell me 
that you don’t respect all the hard work I 
have done and mock me for my personal 
abilities, then I tell you I will do absolutely 
everything in my power to stop you from 
winning your election because you do not 
deserve it.

My time as a Tea Partier
DANIEL DEIBLER

STAFF COLUMNIST

ZOE KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

STAFF EDITORIALSTAFF EDITORIAL

W
ashington University 
excels in its peer group 
of  research institutions 
in advancing knowledge 

and conveying it to students through 
a world-class faculty. However, the 
University lags behind in providing some 
of  the tools we need to work on our 
assignments, namely required software 
that is frequently not available to 
students at affordable prices. In addition 
to making this software more affordable 
for purchase as has been done at peer 
institutions, the University could also 
improve the visibility of  the resources it 
does provide.

Several majors at Wash. U. require 
the use of  some specialized software: 
MATLAB for mathematics and 
engineering students; SPSS, Minitab, 
or similar software for business and 
statistics; and a slew of  Adobe products 
spanning classes across the entire 
university. Additionally, everyone 
needs Microsoft Office, especially Olin 
students entering a job market where 

Excel is frequently a stated requirement 
for employment.

For budget-conscious students, 
software packages are expensive even 
with academic discounts. On JourneyEd.
com, a student software store, Adobe 
Creative Suite 5 packages start around 
$300 and can cost up to $900 for a 
premium version. Microsoft Office 
2010’s academic price still stands at 
over $100. Software also has a limited 
lifespan. For example, Minitab just 
released a version of  its software that 
overhauls parts of  the user interface and 
data analysis tools.

Universities generally do not 
purchase books for their students. 
However, peer institutions like Carnegie 
Mellon University (CMU) and Emory 
do provide all of  the technological tools 
necessary for their students to stay up 
to date with their classes. CMU makes 
MATLAB and Mathematica available 
for free download for various operating 
systems, along with MS-Office available 
for a “media fee” to cover the cost of  the 

DVD discs. The fee is on the order of  
$10. Emory has nearly identical listings. 
Case Western Reserve University 
provides the aforementioned programs 
for free, plus various versions of  the 
latest Adobe Creative Suite for both Mac 
and PC and a staggering array of  other 
software all at no charge to its students

Wash. U. could also better advertise 
the resources it does offer for students 
on a budget. The school provides very 
limited discounted software via a 
platform called “OnTheHub.” Microsoft 
Office products are generally available 
in the sub-twenty dollar range, and 
a few products at deep discounts are 
available. For engineers, MATLAB is 
free. Students would certainly benefit 
from the University advertising these 
offerings.

Wash. U. does, in its defense, provide 
students access to computer labs with the 
programs needed to get through a class, 
but this is inconvenient when compared 
with owning a copy of  the software. 
Labs are notoriously full, and hours are 

limited.
The University could shift to site 

licenses for all students instead of  
devoting resources to keeping labs 
open and their computers stocked 
with programs. Though cheaper than 
providing site licenses for students, labs 
are nevertheless expensive to maintain. 
Computers, printers, electricity and 
staffing cost the University a decent 
sum. By cutting back on lab expenses, 
the school could provide us with a more 
robust package of  deeply discounted or 
free software and simultaneously provide 
us with more flexibility to do our work 
when and where we want.

Wash. U. does a lot for its students 
in terms of  quality of  life—much more 
than most other universities in the 
world—but it needs to recognize that 
there are areas in electronic academia 
where its methods are dated.

How are we getting our software?
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RE: Donate blood and fi ght homophobia
Interesting how ho-
mophobia is such a 
concern [in regards 
to] a responsible 
corporation…but how 
it becomes at best a 
footnote when deal-
ing with governmental 

regulation…. If any-
thing, the gay blood 
ban is more offensive 
than what happened 
with Target, and is 
what should be subject 
to student boycott. 
– Caleb Posner 

Hey Jill Carnaghi, how 
about banning blood 
drives on campus? I’m 
sure that will go over 
great with the alumni/
future alumni donors. 
– “really?”

I do think it is time 
to re-evaluate the 
policy…. However I 
take issue with your 
assertion that the 
policy banning men 
who have had sex with 
men “was and is an 

example of homopho-
bia on an institutional 
level.”…I think the FDA 
is justifi ed in its cau-
tion….
– Jeremy Loscheider

Write to Daniel Deibler at 

DANIEL.DEIBLER@STUDLIFE.COM
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Lab fi nds 
new 
link to 
blindness

A laboratory at the Washington 
University School of  Medicine has linked 
mutation of  a newly discovered gene to 
blindness.

The study from the lab of  Joseph 
Corbo, assistant professor of  pathology 
and immunology, has determined that the 
transcription factor CRX is necessary for 
regulation of  hundreds of  retina related 
genes, including the gene FAM161A.

 Corbo’s lab and collaborator Thomas 
Langmann, of  the Institute of  Human 
Genetics in Regensburg, Germany, used 
analysis of  DNA regions binding to CRX 
to isolate the FAM161A gene as a cause 
of  retinitis pigmentosa, a heritable form of  
blindness. The study found that a German 
family with previously unexplained onset 
of  blindness expressed a mutated form of  
FAM161A. The mutation prematurely ended 
transcription of  the gene by insertion of  a 
stop codon, known in biology as a nonsense 
mutation. While the function of  the gene is 
unknown, the gene must be present in the 
retina for proper development of  the retina.

Affecting over 1 million individuals, 
retinitis pigmentosa manifests in the second 
to third decade of  life, leading to severe 
visual impairment by the fifth decade and 
legal blindness in the sixth decade.

 Additionally, the research discovered a 
different nonsense mutation of  FAM161A 
in three unrelated individuals, suggesting 
a common founder who allowed for 
widespread dispersal of  the mutation among 
the German population.

“Knowing which gene has a mutation 
in a given patient is very important for 
establishing prognosis and for devising novel 
therapies to treat their particular form of  
blindness,” Corbo said. “Not only does this 
research project lead to significant strides in 
disease diagnosis and treatment, it also sheds 
light on the fundamental biology of  gene 
regulation because it identifies previously 
unknown players in the process.” 

The lab group identified FAM161A due 
to high binding affinity of  the transcription 
factor CRX to a DNA region near the 
FAM161A  gene.

Transcription factors are relatively small 
proteins that bind to non-coding regions 
of  DNA, leading to transcription or down-
regulation of  the genes they regulate. CRX 
promotes transcription of  genes critical to 
the successful differentiation and survival of  
photoreceptors in the retina.

Photoreceptors are the light-sensitive cells 
that line the back of  the eye. They process 
visual stimuli in the form of  light energy and 
convert them into electrical impulses, which 
the brain translates into images.

The mechanism of  photoreceptor 
synthesis functions most of  the time. 
However, mutations in many of  the genes 
involved in the formation and function the 
photoreceptors can lead to varying degrees 
of  blindness. 

“If  cell types were cars, photoreceptors 
would be a high-performance vehicle like a 
Ferrari or a Maserati,” Corbo said. “They 
function wonderfully when things are going 
OK, but they break down easily and are very 
costly to repair.”

Knowing the importance of  CRX, 
researchers hypothesized that regions of  
DNA with dense CRX-binding might be 
important in vision. To isolate such regions, 
they used a technique called chromatin 
immunoprecipitation (ChIP) to identify 
the regions of  interest and used massively 
parallel sequencing (ChIP-seq) to determine 
the sequence of  the bound regions. 

A commonly used procedure in 
biomedical research, ChIP uses DNA 
binding proteins to cross link DNA regions 
of  interest before shearing the DNA strands 
by sonication. The small strands then bind 
to a specific antibody and can be amplified, 
sequenced, or used in a microarray to assess 
if  the DNA interacts with other DNA, RNA, 
or proteins.

From microarray and sequencing data on 
a mouse genome, researchers identified more 
than 10,000 regions bound by CRX. By using 
the density of  CRX-binding, researchers can 
prioritize which genes are likely to have more 
important roles in blindness.  

The identification of  CRX and FAM161A 
has shed light on the onset of  blindness, but 
many questions still remain. Many genes 
that express high affinity for CRX are yet to 
be understood, and even the exact function 
of  FAM161A remains unclear. 

RE-I CHIN

STAFF REPORTER

Write to Re-I Chin at 

REI.CHIN@STUDLIFE.COM

[is] greatly appreciated.”
Last spring, it became apparent 

to Adelstein, her colleagues in the 
administration and leaders in the student 
body that something in neighborhood 
dynamics needed to change. In March, 
the enforcement of  a “zero-tolerance” 
policy led the University City Police 
Department to begin issuing citations 
and making arrests for noise complaints.

“A lot of  students said it made them 
feel really uncomfortable and excessively 
targeted,” said senior Kevin Cleland, 
a second-year off-campus residential 
advisor. “It was difficult for a lot of  my 
residents to understand because a lot of  
them had never been in a situation where 
they were on the wrong end of  the law…. 
They could definitely relate to why the 
[permanent] residents were upset, but to 
them, it seemed excessive.”

Over the summer, Adelstein and her 
colleagues took strides toward improving 
neighborhood relations, issuing letters 
to students living off  campus about 
expected behavior and working through 
Residential Life and SU to create a sense 
of  norms about the appropriate pathways 
to take when walking to parties off  
campus. 

This fall, a group called the 

Neighborhood Voice will invite 
permanent residents to meet with 
students on a monthly basis to talk about 
neighborhood issues. Additionally, the 
Office of  Government and Community 
Relations hired a new administrator, 
Jenni Harpring, to act as a “neighborhood 
liaison.” Harpring will live in the 
Rosedale Heights neighborhood and will 
be available as a resource to students as 
they communicate with their neighbors.

“Last year, there was no 
communication [between students and 
residents] other than through the police. 
This year, it’s gotten a lot better,” said 
junior Michael Kipnis, who lives on 
Kingsbury.

As Sunday’s gathering demonstrated, 
students have taken action toward 
improving relationships simply by 
talking with their neighbors. According 
to Cody Katz, SU vice president of  
public relations, hosting the barbecue 
was an attempt to make contact between 
students and other residents, who may 
otherwise not know much about one 
another’s lifestyles.

“When you put a face and a name and 
a whole story to these people who you’re 
presumably angry at, it changes things,” 
said Cody Katz. “Part of  this is just about 

getting to know each other.”
Tim Rice, who has lived in Ames 

Place for 50 years, came to the barbecue 
to meet his younger neighbors.

“There have been some problems with 
noise and litter and that sort of  thing,” 
Rice said. “But it’s always nice to have 
young people around who have a lot of  
energy and bring a certain amount of  
excitement to the neighborhood.” 

Arian Hassanalizadeh, a senior who 
lives on nearby Washington Avenue, was 
frustrated last spring when two of  his 
friends were arrested after a neighbor 
mistook a Tuesday night band practice 
for a party and called the police. But on 
Sunday, Hassanalizadeh was impressed 
with the barbecue and with the neighbors’ 
willingness to socialize.

“The fact that this is Wash. U. reaching 
out to the U. City community is something 
that I’ve never really witnessed since I’ve 
been here,” Hassanalizadeh said. “People 
here have been very friendly; they’ve been 
very happy to talk about how the area has 
changed over time. To be able to converse 
and find common ground with people, 
that’s what I’ve gotten out of  this.”

Write to Kate Gaertner at 

KATE.GAERTNER@STUDLIFE.COM

BLOCK PARTY FROM PAGE 1

Programs planned for Center 
on Religion and Politics

The John C. Danforth Center on 
Religion and Politics is launching many 
new programs and events this semester.

The center aims to create a community 
that enables civil discussions on issues 
of  politics and religion. It opened last 
January after the University received a 
$30 million endowment for the program 
from Senator John Danforth and the 
Danforth Foundation. 

Currently, the center offers a course 
on Religion in the American Presidency, 
which is being taught by Wayne Fields, 
a professor of  English and the founding 
director of  the Danforth Center.

Its main objective is to encourage 
everyone, both inside and outside the 
Washington University community, to 
better understand one another’s ideas 
through discussions instead of  avoiding 
these subjects.

Professor Fields said that the 
Danforth Center seeks to “turn 
Washington University into a national 
center for political discourses.” Fields 
also said that the center will need the 
support from the student body to achieve 

that goal.
The center is currently focused on 

confirming their infrastructure and new 
director, though the nominee for the 
director’s position is confidential.

One of  the major programs the center 
will be hosting is the Danforth Dialogue, 
which will pit two people with opposing 
views against each other. Instead of  
butting heads, they will have a “civil 
discourse on the topic in American 
religion and politics,” according to 
Fields.

Another upcoming event will be the 
panel discussion on the outcome of  the 
November election. The topic that will 
be discussed is the role of  religion in the 
election. 

Gerald Early, director of  the Center 
for Humanities and the University’s 
Merle Kling Professor of  Modern Letters 
will moderate the panel.

The following people have been 
scheduled to participate: Shaun Casey, 
Democratic political advisor, associate 
professor of  Christian ethics at Wesley 
Theological Seminary and author of  
“The Making of  a Catholic President”; 
Melissa Rogers, director of  the Wake 
Forest University Divinity School’s 

Center for Religion and Public Affairs, 
former general counsel for the Baptist 
Joint Committee for Religious Liberty, 
and former chair of  President Obama’s 
Advisory Council on Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships; Michael 
Cromartie, vice president of  the Ethics 
and Public Policy Center, and director of  
Evangelicals in Civic Life and Religion 
& the Media programs. 

Another objective of  the Center is the 
creation of  the National Advisory Group 
to understand and shape the American 
public agenda. 

The group will be composed of  
two members involved with politics, 
two members involved with religious 
organizations, two journalists, two 
academic scholars, the director of  the 
Danforth Center and several others. 
Every year, the group will select and 
replace most of  its members.

Other parts of  the endowment will go 
toward programming and also toward a 
journal, which will be published mainly 
in the electronic form. 

WEI-YIN KO

CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Write to Wei-Yin Ko at 

WEIYIN.KO@STUDLIFE.COM
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Students living in Rosedale Heights and residents of Ames Place gather on Kingsbury Boulevard to eat and mingle during Sunday’s 

block party. The gathering was planned by Student Union to enhance communication between students and residents.

LEFT: Children play at a Play-Doh table. RIGHT: Officer Marc Alexander of the Washington University Police Department talks to 

students about police patrols on the block.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE
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MONDAYS
“Dancing With The Stars” 
(ABC, Mondays at 7 p.m. 
and Tuesdays at 8 p.m.) 

On what show can you find Sarah 
Palin’s daughter, Ferris Bueller’s sister 
and Marcia Brady’s mom? And on that 
same show also feature David Hasselhoff  
of  “Baywatch,” Audrina Patridge of  
“the Hills,” and Mike “The Situation” 
Sorrentino of  “Jersey Shore”? “Dancing 
with the Stars,” which showcases retired 
athletes, fallen musicians and perennial 
c-listers, is in rare form this season. 
Unlike Season 6’s Cristian de la Fuenta, 
whose claim to fame entails appearing 
in six episodes of  “CSI: Miami,” or last 
season’s Ashley Hamilton, who has done 
literally nothing but remain married to 

Shannen Doherty for five months, every 
‘star’ is recognizable. Starting Sunday 
Sept. 19, you can watch Brandy, Kurt 
Warner, Michael Bolton and Rick Fox 
join the aforementioned celebrities as 
they parade around a parquet floor in an 
embarrassing attempt to remain relevant 
in popular culture. —Steph Spera

“The Event” (NBC, 8 p.m.)

TV networks are always searching for 
the new “Lost.” They’ve done it every 
year since the show began, and these 
shows never really materialize past one 
season. And yet, NBC is up to it again 
with “The Event,” premiering tonight 
at 8 p.m. “The Event” centers on some 
mysterious, well...event, and even though 
I have seen all the previews, I have no 
idea what this event could be. All I can 
glean is that it’s supposed to be epic. 
The show has a huge scope, focusing on 
an average, brainy hottie (Jason River), 
the president of  the United States (Blair 
Underwood), a mystifying Alaskan 
woman held captive (Laura Innes) and a 
lot in between. The event will probably 
turn out to be a vast conspiracy, but who 
knows? Well, the show does. Unlike 
“Lost,” “The Event” actually promises 
to answer the questions it poses. The 
show is desperate to make people believe 
that it knows what it’s doing and that it 
will not struggle to find its path. Tune in 
tonight for the most ambitious new show 
in a long time. Hopefully, it will not be 
lost. —Andie Hutner

 “Lone Star” (FOX, 8 p.m.)

The primetime Texan soap is back with 
a vengeance, although unfortunately, 
“Lone Star” is not set in Dallas. “Lone 
Star” centers on Bob, a charming con 
man who lives a double life: he is both 
the boyfriend of  ingénue Lindsay and 
the husband of  oil heiress Cat. Bob is the 

perfect anti-hero, one whose life is ruled 
by conflict. Bob wants to get out of  the 
con world without losing the women he 
loves, though of  course, complications 
ensue. For one thing, it’s impossible to 
love two women without conning both 
of  them. Second, Bob’s dad doesn’t want 
his son to leave the family business. 
Most importantly, a primetime soap 
would be nothing without complications! 
James Wolk shines as Bob, making a 
traditionally unlikeable character into 
one we cannot help but love. The story 
promises to unfold by using its Texas 
backdrop as a character, and all critical 
reviewers promise the pilot will be a 
worthwhile hour. —Andie Hutner

“Hawaii Five-0” (CBS, 9 
p.m.)

Though the competition was quite 
limited, “Hawaii Five-0” wins a very 
prestigious award: Best Excuse to Keep a 
“Lost” Cast Member (Daniel Dae Kim, 
who played Jin) in Hawaii. However, 
that’s not the only hype this new remake 
is getting. “Hawaii Five-0” is supposed to 
be one of  the most fantastic new shows 
of  the season, as it blends traditional 
cop storylines with ongoing emotional 
character plots. Oh, and it’s set in one of  
the most beautiful places in the world. 
The show stars Alex O’Loughlin as 
Steve McGarrett, head of  a Hawaiian 
crime force. The supporting cast includes 
Scott Caan, as Steve’s partner and friend 
Danno, as well as the aforementioned 
Kim as a former cop and Grace Park as 
the sexy rookie. The cast is rumored to 
have incredible chemistry, and tonight’s 
pilot episode will definitely prove 
whether or not that’s accurate. The new 
“Hawaii Five-0” holds true to the 1970s 
series it was based on, while changing 
just enough to feel fresh and modern. 
Really, I expect it to be a wild ride. 
—Andie Hutner

WEDNESDAYS
“Modern Family” (ABC, 8 
p.m.)

What’s amazing about ABC’s Emmy 
Award-winning “Modern Family” is that 
it was immediately great. Last year, the 
mockumenatry-style sitcom filled a void 
in television world: it breathed new life 
into the family sitcom. The show follows 
the lives of  Jay Pritchett and his grown 
children Mitchell and Claire. In its pilot, 
Mitchell and his partner Cameron have 
just adopted an adorable Vietnamese baby, 
Lily; Jay has recently married the beautiful 
Gloria, who is half  his age and comes with 
a nine-year-old son, Manny; and Phil and 
Claire try to control their three children: 
teenager Haley, brainiac Alex and typical 
10-year-old Luke. The plot of  “Modern 
Family” revolves around relatable family 
activities like birthday parties, soccer 
games and family pictures and manages to 
maintain the balance between laugh-out-
loud hilarity and emotional depth. And the 

show has the capacity to teach its viewers 
essential life lessons. Take Phil’s response 
to his daughter’s question about what 
Jägermeister is: “You know how in a fairy 
tale, there’s always a potion that makes the 
princess fall asleep and then the guys start 
kissing her? Well, this is like that, except 
you don’t wake up in a castle—you wake 
up in a frat house with a bad reputation.” 
Wise words, Phil Dunphy. Wise, wise 
words. —Steph Spera

TUESDAYS
“Glee” (FOX, 7 p.m.)

Last season, “Glee” captured audiences 
with stunning numbers, quirky 
characters and amusing story lines. 
Although the show was sometimes 
hamstrung by mediocre writing, 
audiences found the tongue-in-cheek 
nature of  the show charming. But 
what really blew everyone out of  the 
water were amazing vocals by the likes 
of  Matthew Morrison, Lea Michele 
and Amber Riley. “Glee” is the first 
successful musical television series, and 
self-proclaimed Gleeks anxiously await 
tomorrow night. Last season, “Glee” 
ended after a disappointing, albeit 
expected loss at Regionals. Rachel and 
Finn got back together, Quinn had 
her baby and Sue Sylvester saved New 
Directions from being disbanded. This 
season, audiences can look forward to a 
slew of  rivalries: Quinn vs. Santana as 
they fight for the title of  Queen Bee at 
McKinley High; Rachel vs. Sunshine, 
Rachel’s new vocal nemesis; Sue vs. the 
new female football coach; Coah Beiste 
and Will vs. Carl Howell as they fight 
for Emma’s heart. Some noteworthy 
song highlights include “Empire 
State of  Mind,” “Billionaire,” “Time 

Warp,” and “...Baby One More Time,” 
with guest appearances from Britney 
Spears, John Stamos, Susan Boyle and 
Cheyenne Jackson. This season is sure 
to enchant viewers with the incredible 
talent that is coming to the show. 
—Kara Gordon 

“Running Wilde” 
(FOX, 8:30 p.m.)

Welcome back, Mitch Hurwitz. It’s 
been too long. Of  course, a year ago 
we all thought you were back with 
“Sit Down, Shut Up,” which ended up 
failing miserably. But this is different.  
I’ve got a good feeling about it this 
time. Is that because you’re back with 
the dream team that made “Arrested 
Development” (Hurwitz, co-creator Jim 
Vallely and directors Anthony and Joe 
Russo)? Well, that certainly factors in. 
Or perhaps it’s Will Arnett and Kerri 
Russell’s returns to TV that have got 
the good vibes flowing? It’s hard to 
say. Whatever the reason may be, this 
surreal show just feels like it has a lot 
going for it. So, it’s okay, Mitch. Put 
down your “Arrested Development 
Movie” script for three months and 
see what you can do with “Running 
Wilde.” —Percy Olsen

Last year, NBC tried an interesting 
little experiment: giving Jay Leno the 10 
o’clock hour every night of  the week, 
robbing us television viewers of  five 
precious hours of  primetime. Luckily 
for us (but maybe not for Leno), this 
experiment completely failed. We all 
know how the Conan/Leno saga played 
out, but there is one consequence that 
has been less explored: the five extra 
hours of  primetime. These added hours 
have led to one of  the best new fall 
television seasons in a long time, with 
practically more new shows than ever. 
In fact, there are so many good shows, 
we only have space to preview seven of  
them! Here are the seven premieres from 
this week alone that we in Cadenza are 
most excited about. 
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Money for college. Career training. 
And an entire team to help you succeed. 
These days, it pays to have someone watching your back. That’s what 
you’ll get serving part-time in the Air Guard — an entire team of like-minded 
individuals who want to help you get ahead. In the Air Guard you can develop  
the high-tech skills you need to compete in today’s world. You can choose 
from nearly 200 career specialties, with the chance to work on advanced  
computers, networks and electronics — even state-of-the-art aircraft and  
satellites. You’ll also serve close to home. All while receiving a paycheck,  
benefits and tuition assistance. Most important, you will experience the  
satisfaction that comes from serving your community and your country.  
Talk to a recruiter, and see how the Air Guard can help you succeed. 

Fall TV Preview
Monday through Wednesday

CADENZA STAFF

PATRICK ECCLESINE | FOX

“Glee” returns for its second season this Tuesday and will air on FOX at 7 p.m.

Check out “Modern Family” on ABC, 

Wednesdays at 8 p.m.

ERIC MCCANDLESS | ABC

read Thursdays’s lineup at

studlife.com
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scene

"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend

WILLIAMS PHARMACY

Among St. Louis’ finer eating 
establishments, perhaps none is as 
discussed or well esteemed as Niche. I 
recently ventured out to Benton Park to 
find out whether Niche was really worth 
all the hype. 

Niche will impress you before you 
even step inside. The enormous windows 
that span the street side of  the restaurant 
glow with warm, inviting light. Inside, 
one finds that Niche, with its close tables 
and bright colors (think fiery orange), 
doesn’t fit the romantic restaurant 
stereotype, but its high ceilings and 
well-placed lighting create a uniquely 
charming—and romantic—hearth-like 
ambience. 

My date and I started with a glass of  
wine. I chose, and very much enjoyed, 
a Napa Valley Zinfandel ($12). For a 
first course, we ordered the pappardelle 
with pork shoulder ($11) and the white 
gazpacho ($8). The pork was tender, 
flavorful and unbelievably rich. Mixed 
with wide, perfectly al dente handmade 
pasta, it made an impressive start to 
our meal. We did agree, however, that it 
might have been improved with a bit less 
salt. 

The gazpacho had a light, delicate 

flavor made particularly interesting by 
a dollop of  smoked grape sorbet that 
melted into the soup, subtly shifting the 
balance of  flavors with each spoonful. 

Our main course was pork belly over 
farro ($22) and trout with mushrooms 
($25). The tender square of  pork sat 
prettily atop turnips on a bed of  hearty 
farro with a light comté cheese sauce. 
The dish was pure flavor, recalling the 
much-loved meat-and-potatoes meals of  
childhood, but with more complexity of  
flavors and textures: earthy, nutty, tender 
and toothsome. The pork, again, could 
have been less salty. 

The trout was cooked to a perfect 
texture, and its delicate flavor was an 
excellent match for the woodsy goodness 
of  the mushrooms. Carrot “caviar” and 
a garnish of  wood sorrel rounded it off  
nicely. 

For dessert, we enjoyed a plum 
semifreddo with vanilla rice pudding 
topped with toasted rice cereal ($8) and 
a lavender custard atop a butter cookie 
with fresh blackberries and shards of  
honey malt candy ($8). The semifreddo 
had a delicate, creamy texture and 
a nice, subtle plum flavor, but the 
lavender custard really stood out with a 
memorable, tasty combination of  flavors 
I’d love to try again.

The wait staff  at Niche was friendly, 

attentive and helpful with questions, and 
service was timed well.

Look nice to go to Niche, and be 
prepared to spend some time (we were 
there for two hours) and more money 
than usual on your meal. Actually, 
for the quality of  the food and the 
experience, Niche is well worth its price. 
First courses average $11, main courses 
$25 and desserts $8, but if  you decide to 

order all three courses, the price tops out 
at $40. 

Niche really does live up to much 
of  the praise it has received and is 
undoubtedly among the city’s most 
enjoyable dining hotspots. 

CHELSEY ERWAY

STEPPING OUT COLUMNIST

★★★★✮
Niche 1831 Sidney Street

St. Louis, MO 63104
314-773-775
www.nichestlouis.com

Niche offers upscale dining at a relatively affordable price of $40 for a three course meal.

COURTESY OF GERARD CRAFT | NICHE

rite to Chelsey Erway at 

CHELSEY.ERWAY@STUDLIFE.COM

“How do you go from a work that 
occupies space to a work that makes room 
for something else, and how can you engage 
a space without filling it?” These are two 
of  the largest questions that have fueled 
artist Ann Hamilton’s work in recent years. 
She posed them, along with several others, 
during a lecture to young student artists and 
faculty last week.

Hamilton has a long history in the art 
world. After graduating from the University 
of  Kansas with a degree in textile arts 
and later receiving her MFA from Yale 
University, Hamilton rooted her work in 
the investigation and the exploration of  
questions. These themes sustained her early 
study of  textiles and textures and are still 
evident in her work today.

She no longer works only with fabrics, 
however, having expanded her range 
of  media to include photography, film, 
performance art, printmaking, sculpture and 
even entire buildings. Today, much of  her 
inspiration comes from the unusual, variable 
and unpredictable parts of  life.

“My work is meant to engage that place 

of  uncertainty. It’s not to make an image of  
it but to investigate it, to explore the concept 
of  in-between places. To occupy it— it’s 
very abstract but at the same time, it’s very 
concrete,” Hamilton explained.

Hamilton has always focused on 
exposing the process of  creating art in 
her work itself. She succeeded in this 
regard, as her impressive list of  creative 
accomplishments attests. While explaining 
her role in a 2009 exhibition at the 
Guggenheim Museum in New York City, 
Hamilton candidly said, “I wanted to take 
on the spiral...I wanted to create a piece 
that would allow for coincidence and 
accidents. I wanted to give myself  and other 
people permission to experiment, to not 
know exactly where we are going but to go 
there anyway.” Hamilton’s portion of  the 
Guggenheim exhibition was titled “Human 
Carriage.” 

Offering some advice to her fellow artists 
at Washington University, she added, “I’d 
encourage everyone to take a risk and work 
with an unfamiliar form. I hope my work 
inspires others to experiment.” 

Hamilton has been taking her own 
advice. In recent years, her fascination 
with the human voice and its use in 

art—something not previously found in her 
work—has prominently manifested itself.

She has used a variety of  recordings and 
sounds in her art, including Swedish herding 
calls, bird songs, pianos that can be played 
without touching the keys and strangers 
reading poems. This is all an outgrowth 
from another one of  her questions: How do 
you create something that is everywhere and 
nowhere at once? The answer, she decided, 
was through sound.

While exhibiting an impressive sense 
of  metacognition—knowledge about 
knowledge—and a talent for asking 
questions most people would never think 
of, Hamilton also showed the Wash. U. 
community her less-serious side during the 
lecture, lightheartedly telling the audience, 
“It has not been a great harvest year for 
Mexican jumping beans.”

Hamilton recorded the sound of  the 
shivering beans as the first projected sound 
in her current project, “Stylus,” presented 
by the Pulitzer Foundation for the Arts. 
The “Stylus” project is the continued 
expression of  Hamilton’s investigation into 
and interest in the concept of  the human 
voice as a means to signal and connect 
people. Hamilton said, “Making is, in and 

of  itself, an act of  attention,” before inviting 
her audience to be part of  the creation of  
“Stylus.” This was in keeping with her 
earlier confession that she doesn’t like doing 
anything alone.

Even if  you missed the lecture, you can 
still get involved—that’s one of  the concepts 
of  “Stylus.” It’s art designed to connect 
and reach. Call (314) 884-1553 and leave 
a message of  your voice—singing, talking, 
humming or reading—anything you want. 
Some of  these messages will be selected 
every day and played from the speakers on 
top of  the “Stylus” building.

Ann Hamilton’s talk was just one in a 
series of  lectures provided by the Sam Fox 
School of  Design & Visual Art. Art is a 
constantly evolving field, and these lectures 
expose students and faculty members to 
fresh, new ideas. These visiting artists 
provide the outside influences needed 
to fuel students in their own artistic 
experimentation and work. And, with 
people like Hamilton continuing to visit 
campus, the artistic presence on campus will 
flourish.

KAITLYN MAURO

SCENE REPORTER

Ann Hamilton: 
The exploration of uncertainty

Write to Kaitlyn Mauro at 

KAITLYN.MAURO@STUDLIFE.COM

hey,
guess 
what?

you can log in 
to comment at
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Information Session
Thursday, Sept. 23rd at 6:00 p.m.

Washington University Career Center

Danforth University Center, Room 234

Learn more about the benefits of Peace Corps service.

Apply by Oct. 1 for added 

programs leaving in 2011 -- 

Peace Corps’ 50th Anniversary Year!

800.424.8580 | peacecorps.gov/application

Life is calling. 

How far will you go?

Calling future 

Peace Corps Volunteers!
Thousands of new volunteer 

positions are available for 2011.  

Apply now!

Life is calling. 
How far will you go?

314-644-3305

If you’re a student getting “B’s” or better, you qualify 
for a Good Student Discount in the form of a special bonus 
lower rate on your auto insurance. Call today and get the 

facts on a money-saving Good Student Auto Policy.

25% STUDENT DISCOUNT

BOB MAHON AGENCY 
2019 S. Big Bend Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63117
(Near Hwy 40 by 
Washington University)

Low Auto Rates *Free Phone Quotes

The Washington University women’s 
soccer team experienced another disappointing 
overtime loss against Loras College on Sunday, 
Sept. 19.

“It’s really frustrating because we 
outplayed the other team, and they know that 
but the scoreboard didn’t,” senior captain Julie 
Tembunkiart said.

After 105 minutes of scoreless play, the 
game went into a second overtime period. 
With 4:24 left on the clock, the Duhawks broke 
through the Bears defense and put a shot past 
sophomore goalie Clara Jaques. 

Junior Kate Young, of the Duhawks, 
dribbled the ball past the Bears defense and 
had a one-on-one with Jaques. Jaques came 
out of the goal and went for the ball, but Young 
got a touch on the ball and it went through the 
hands of Jaques and into the net.

The game-winning goal was highly 
disputed. The team agreed that it was unclear 
whether or not Jaques had possession of the 
ball. “There was a lot of confusion about goal,” 
Tembunkiart said. “Even the ref realized he 
may have potentially made the wrong call 
because Clara clearly had her hands on the 
ball.”

Other members of the team were also 
uncertain about the goal. “I don’t know; 
honestly, I don’t know until I look at the tape,” 
head coach Jim Conlon said. “But I do trust 
Clara.”

The Bears came out ready to play in the 
beginning. “We came out really strong in the 
first half,” junior Lee Ann Felder said. “We 
were playing around them.” 

The Bears posted nine shots, six on goal 
and eight fouls, while the Duhawks had eight 
shots, one on goal and seven fouls.

Both teams had their opportunities to 
score in the first period. At 15:29, freshman 
Kate Doyle headed the ball into the corner 
of the goal after a corner kick, but Loras’ 
goalie Kinsey Campbell saved the shot. The 
Duhawks rallied back and nearly scored at 
17:29 when Jaclyn Tumberger ripped the ball 
into the crossbar.

However, the team agreed that the second 
half was not as strong as the first. “We were 
more frantic but had a good effort,” Felder 
said. 

Neither team was able to find the back of  
the net despite 11 more shots in the second 
half from the Bears, while the Duhawks had 
four.

The Red and Green looked to its bench 
to break the tie, especially in the second half  
when Conlon pulled six starters. “We have a 
great team top to bottom,” Conlon said. “We 
are trying to get everyone a chance to change 
the scoreboard.” 

In the first overtime, the Bears had two 
corner kicks opportunities taken by Brown and 
Felder but both were headed out by Duhawk 
defensive players. Young also had a chance for 
Loras, but her shot went far right. 

“We lost in overtime; it’s not good enough,” 
Conlon said.

The Bears travel to Bloomington, Il., to 
face No. 6 Illinois Wesleyan on Tuesday Sept. 
21. The game is scheduled to start at 7 p.m.

Coming off  their first-place finishes 
at the Washington University Early 
Bird meet, the men’s and women’s cross 
country teams headed twenty minutes 
down the road to compete in the 
Maryville Classic this past Saturday. 
Both teams placed first in the meet, 
receiving perfect scores of  fifteen.

Currently No. 4 in the nation, the 
women’s team dominated the seven-
team field. The five Bears’ scorers 
placed in the top five and were only 
separated by 55 seconds. Junior Liz 
Phillips led the team with a 5K time of  
20:30, while freshman Sarah Fisher was 
right on her heels, finishing with a time 
of  20:31. Seniors Jess Londeree and 
Taryn Surtees and junior Erica Jackey 
capped off  the top five with times of  
20:43, 20:46 and 21:25 respectively.

“Although it wasn’t a really 
competitive meet, it shows that good 
things are to come in the future,” 
Phillips said. “We did a great job of  
closing the gap between our runners, 
which I was really excited about.”

Wash. U.’s neighbor, Fontbonne 
University, placed second behind the 
Bears with a score of  84 points. This 
marks the second year in a row the 
Wash. U. women’s team placed first at 
the Maryville Classic.

The men’s team, No. 1 in the nation, 
lived up to its reputation with a perfect 
score.  Just like the women’s team, the 
first two finishers for the Bears were 
neck and neck at the finish line. Senior 

Erik Hinrichsen took first with an 8K 
time of  28:19, and senior Alden Black 
finished in the same second to quickly 
snatch second place. The next three 
Red and Green finishers, the tight pack 
of  junior Michael Burnstein (28:48), 
freshman Dalton Guthrie (28:51) 
and junior Tucker Hartley (28:52), 
completed the race in third, fourth 
and fifth, respectively. The team beat 
second-place finisher Maryville by 61 
points. 

As with the women’s team, this is 
the second year in a row the men have 
taken first in this race.  

Despite the perfect finishes, the 
Bears downplayed the victory. “I don’t 
think the perfect score meant all that 
much because of  the competition at 
the meet,” Burnstein said. “But the 
experience was worthwhile because the 
course was extremely difficult.”

The course, picked by Maryville 
University, was designed to showcase 
the redeveloped areas of  the campus.  
This made the run very challenging, as 
it led runners through heavy woodchips, 
long grass and even a stream.

 “It will really prepare us for the tough 
conference course at the [University 
Athletic Association] championships in 
New York,” Burnstein said. 

Both teams will be competing again 
on Saturday, Sept. 25, in the Southern 
Illinois Saluki Invitational.

SAM CORNBLATH

SPORTS REPORTER

Women’s soccer 
loses second straight 
overtime thriller

Cross country sweeps 
invitational; both teams 
record perfect scores
DILLON O’DEA

SPORTS REPORTER

Write to Sam Cornblath at 

SAM.CORNBLATH@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Dillon O’Dea at 

DILLON.ODEA@STUDLIFE.COM
Senior captain Julie Tembunkiart takes a corner kick early in the first half against Loras Col-

lege. It connected with freshman Kate Doyle, but the shot was saved by Kinsey Campbell.

MATT LEE | STUDENT LIFE

Junior Elizabeth Phillips maintains the lead in the second lap of the 4K at the Washing-

ton University Early Bird Meet. After placing first in that race, she took second place 

at the Maryville University Invitational this past Saturday.

MATT LEE | STUDENT LIFE
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 20, 2010

ACROSS
1 Persian Gulf

emirate
6 Aptly named

novelist
11 Check for drinks
14 Rocket scientist

Wernher von __
15 Use for dinner,

as dishes
16 Realm from 800-

1806: Abbr.
17 Jazzy O’Day
18 On the __:

broken
19 Approx. landing

hr.
20 Daydreaming
23 More intimate
25 __-mutuel: type

of betting
26 Funny Costello
27 Abel’s slayer
30 Tsar or emperor
32 It follows the

overture
34 Pressed for time
36 Failing to grasp a

key element
41 Conceived of
42 IRS agent
43 What ballerinas

dance on
46 Slangy

agreement
48 HVAC measure
49 Utah city near

Provo
50 Uproar
52 Not expected

back at work
until tomorrow

58 Econ. yardstick
59 Nebraska city
60 Tee shot
63 Mauna __
64 Lees competitor
65 Ocean ship
66 Bigger picture:

Abbr.
67 Kosher deli

offering
68 Sharp-eyed 

bird

DOWN
1 Trade name

abbr.
2 Caterer’s vessel
3 Controversial

financial rescues
4 Cars

5 “Be right there!”
6 Get a better int.

rate, probably
7 Make on the job
8 Working busily
9 “The lady __

protest too
much”: “Hamlet”

10 Automaker
Ferrari

11 Store to “fall
into,” in old ads

12 Prefix with -
scopic

13 “Scram!”
21 New employee
22 End result
23 Littleneck, e.g.
24 Centers of

activity
28 Actress

Swenson
29 Smartly dressed
30 Obstetrician’s

calculation
31 Psychic’s asset,

for short
33 “Surely I’m not

the only one?!”
35 South Korea’s

first president
37 Altar promise
38 “Drinks are on

yours truly”

39 MLB league
40 Letter-shaped

fastener
43 Flip back and

forth, as an on-
off switch

44 Like some denim
patches

45 Letter-writing
friend

47 Circular 
gridiron
gathering

51 “West Side
Story” heroine

53 Music genre that
experienced a
’50s-’60s revival

54 Sign of the future
55 Sitarist Shankar
56 That’s partner
57 Corned beef 

dish
61 Commercial

prefix with -cro
62 Prior to

Friday’s Puzzle Solved
By Samantha Wine 9/20/10

(c)2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
FRIDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2

3 4

© 2010 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

9/20/10

HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

9/17 SOLUTION

your AD here.

SPONSORED BY:

maniapuzzle

The Washington University football 
team took on the sixth-ranked team in the 
country on Saturday and paid for it.

Wittenberg University (3-0) dominated 
the game early, scoring on their first 
five possessions to take a 31-0 lead into 
halftime en route to a 37-7 win. The Bears 
(1-2) finally got into the end zone on their 
last possession of  the game, an eight-play, 
78-yard drive capped by senior tailback 
Jim O’Brien’s 36-yard touchdown run.

“[Wittenberg] was a great team; we 
give them credit,” O’Brien said. “I think 
we definitely need to come out of  the 
gates fast for the rest of  our games. It’s 
something we have struggled with and 
will focus on. By the end of  the game, 
we proved to ourselves that we can 
compete with them, and, hopefully, this 
confidence carries us through the rest of  
the season.” 

The game got off  to a bad start for the 
Bears. The Tigers’ junior wide receiver 
Josh McKee kicked off  his career day, 
receiving a 64-yard touchdown reception 
on the game’s second play. McKee 
finished the game with nine receptions 
for 318 yards, and all five of  Wittenberg’s 
touchdowns.

“It’s tough when you look up and 
you’re down so quickly,” O’Brien said. 
“It changes the game and what we have 

to do to get back into it. Unfortunately, 
we weren’t able to do it, but we learned 
a hard lesson of  really not coming out 
fast.”

When the Red and Green got the ball 
back after the ensuing kickoff, senior 
quarterback Stephen Sherman threw his 
first of  three interceptions on the day at 
the Wittenberg 43-yard line.

Wittenberg totaled 387 yards in the 
first half  alone, on the way to a season-
high 533. Although the Bears’ “defend 
the run” defensive mentality held the 
Tigers to 109 rushing yards, the Tigers’ 
quarterback shredded the secondary for 
391 yards and four touchdowns.

“I think we did a good job, but we let 
up some big plays,” junior linebacker Nick 
Hillard said. “The few big plays killed us. 
We stopped them other than a few plays 
where we simply let up.” 

Hillard led the team in tackles for 
the second consecutive game, finishing 
with eight, including two for a loss. He 
also forced and recovered a fumble in the 
second half.

Wittenberg scored on its first drive in 
the fourth quarter as well, running the 
score up to 37-0. On the following drive, 
Wash. U. marched to the Wittenberg 29-
yard line before Sherman threw his third 
interception.

“Every one of  their touchdowns was 
a killer because they were on a roll, and 
we could not stop it,” O’Brien said. “We 

eventually slowed them down and started 
to do some things for us.”

The Bears finally got on the board on 
their final drive, when O’Brien rushed for 
62 of  his 81 total yards for the game. He 
broke free from the Tigers’ 36-yard line 
and sprinted for the score with 3:27 left 
to play.

“We are just going to take every play 
one at a time,” Hillard said. “We need to 
continue playing our game and capitalize 

on our opportunities.”
The Bears look to get back to .500 

at home this Saturday, Sept. 27, against 
Westminster College. The Blue Jays are 
2-1 and coming off  a 42-14 victory over 
Haskell Indian Nations University.

Bears football unable to contain No. 6 
Wittenberg University in tough road loss
SAHIL PATEL

SPORTS REPORTER

Write to Sahil Patel at 

SAHIL.PATEL@STUDLIFE.COM

BEARS FROM PAGE 1

Senior running back Jim O’Brien runs through the Knox defense in the season opener on 

Sept. 4. He has led the team offensively this season and  gained 81 yards while rushing 

for one touchdown against Wittenberg University this past Saturday.

MATT LEE | STUDENT LIFE

afternoon and faced No. 13 Carthage 
College—whom the Bears faced last week 
in St. Louis—sweeping the Lady Reds 3-0 
(25-15, 25-21, 25-17) to take the match 
and the championship. Pang and Fisher 
were named to the all-tournament team.

The team began the tournament on 
Friday with 3-0 wins over Haverford 
College (25-22, 25-15, 25-23) and Rose-

Hulman Institute of  Technology (25-23, 
25-17, 25-12). Budde picked up 27 kills, 
26 digs, and three blocks over the two 
matches, while Fisher tallied 79 assists.

But the big match for the weekend 
took place on Saturday, and in facing their 
biggest challenge of  the season, the Bears 
emerged with their currently undefeated 
record intact.

“We all feel good about beating 
[Juniata], but I think we need to keep the 
mentality that it’s just another game,” 
Fisher said. “Just because it’s a rivalry, 
we can’t think anything of  it. We just 
need to move on with the season. It was 
a big obstacle and we need to continue to 
improve.”

The Bears return to action on Saturday, 

Oct. 2, at 12:30 p.m. (EDT) in Atlanta, 
when they face Brandeis University 
to begin the first University Athletic 
Association Round Robin.

Write to Kurt Rohrbeck at 

KURT.ROHRBECK@STUDLIFE.COM
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