
Last year, many business students 
preferred to eat at Olin Café in the Olin 
Business School instead of  walking 
across campus to Holmes Lounge for a 
wrap or a sandwich. But this fall, Olin 
Café is gone, and in its stead, there 
will be a temporary installment in the 
hallway as an Einstein Bros. Bagels shop 
is constructed inside Simon Hall.

By November, Einstein Bros. Bagels 
will be open for business. 

When a student practicum project 
chose Einstein’s to be the new provider 
of  food in Olin last spring, a contract 
was negotiated over the summer. 
Mark Soczek, director of  the Center 
for Experiential Learning, advised the 
project.

The practicum group, which was 
run by six students, administered 
surveys and ran focus groups to find 
out what food option students would 
prefer. Dining Services also helped the 
practicum group find out what options 
were available.

“We’re very happy with the 
recommendation of  the student team and 
feel like they did a very good job in their 
analysis,” said Brian Bannister, associate 
dean for finance and administration at 
Olin.

The practicum group’s members 
decided that Einstein Bros. was the best 

choice for many reasons. First, they 
believe it will be economically profitable 
in contrast to the Bon Appétit food.

The survey also showed that students 
reacted well to a brand name that they 
already recognized and trusted.

Other food options do not provide 
services for college campuses or have 
expensive franchise costs. For example, 
the practicum also considered Saint 
Louis Bread Co.—the St. Louis name of  
Panera Bread—but the company does 
not work with colleges.

“Einstein’s seemed to be a possibility 
because of  the fact that they have an 
arrangement with Aramark,” Soczek 
said. “What that means is we don’t 
necessarily have to buy an Einstein’s 
franchise in order to have an Einstein’s 
location on campus.”

Students also were pleased with 
the menu at Einstein Bros., where in 
addition to bagels, they can also buy 
bagel dogs, pizza bagels and many 
other types of  hot and cold sandwiches, 
breakfast sandwiches, desserts, drinks 
and to-go foods. 

“They seem to have a variety menu 
that is attractive,” Soczek said.

But right now, students must wait for 
the construction to finish before they 
can enjoy the new dining option.

“[It’s a] great replacement, [but I’m 
a] bit disappointed that it won’t be ready 
until November,” Olin  junior Martina 
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POSTWAR
ABSTRACTION

AT KEMPER

PHOTOS BY MATT LANTER | STUDENT LIFE

“Gesture, Scrape, Combine, Calculate: Postwar Abstraction from the Permanent 

Collection,” an exhibition of post-World War II abstract expressionism, will be 

on display until Sept. 20 at the Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum. The exhibit 

contains 13 paintings and three sculptures and features work solely from the 

museum’s permanent collection. 

Though buying books for a new semester 
still means lugging around a heavy basket 
in the basement of Mallinckrodt, the load 
is easier on some students’ wallets this year 
thanks to a new program that gives students 
the option of renting their textbooks instead 
of buying them.

Implemented this fall at Washington 
University, the program has been successful 
at other universities that partner with Follett 
bookstores, according to Betsy Schneider, 
director of the campus store.

“Follett Higher Education did pilot 
programs in about 20 stores, and [they] were 
very successful,” Schneider said. “We were 
hearing feedback from a lot of students on a 
lot of campuses, so Follett made an effort to 
integrate rentals into all of our systems so it 
can be done online and at the register.”

In the past, some students found that 
they could not sell their books back to the 
bookstore at the end of the semester. Book 
rental ensures that those who opt in will not 
have that problem. Students pay 75 percent 
of the new book price plus a 7.5 percent 
processing fee per book. If students wish to 
keep rental books, they can convert the rental 
to a purchase, paying the cost of the book 
plus a 10 percent processing fee.

“There is a national list of books that 
allows us to offer rental titles that, even though 
we might not use again on our campus, we 
can still offer as rentals and ship them back 
after they are checked in so that they can be 
rented on other campuses,” Schneider said.

According to Schneider, book rental has 

Last spring’s heavy rainfall disrupted 
Thurtene Carnival and put a damper 
in trips to class. It also had devastating 
consequences for some students who had 
stored with UTrucking, the student-owned 
and student-run storage business on the 
South 40.

Returning students were in for a 
surprise. Sophomore Vera Xiao returned 
to campus early on August 23 to find that 
her UTrucking boxes had arrived on time.
Her suitcase of  winter jackets and formal 
dresses, however, reeked of  mold that 
stunk like “rotten eggs.”

Xiao was not alone. Nearly 10 percent 
of  UTrucking customers found their 
possessions water-damaged and covered 
in mold, though only two percent of  all 
boxes had been damaged, according 
to junior J.D. Ross, UTrucking’s chief  
financial officer.

Reports of  water-damage led 
UTrucking to check the boxes of  remaining 
customers, finding that water had leaked 
into approximately 12 of  its 120 vaults.

Students may be reimbursed for the 
damage. UTrucking’s insurance policy 
allows $100 per stored item. Otherwise, 
students may file a claim along with 
pictures and descriptions that indicate the 
value of  the damaged items. The claims 
will be sent to UTrucking’s insurance 
company.

“I got the initial reimbursement 
[of  $100], I’m just waiting to get back 
everything else from the insurance 
company,” sophomore Alice He said. “It’s 
a hassle, but it’s not really their fault. It’s 
just annoying for me, annoying for the 
company and annoying for everyone that’s 
involved.”

Damages filed by students range from 
hundreds to thousands of  dollars. 

Although He and Xiao are hoping 
to replace their items with the refunded 
money, some students found their items 
irreplaceable. Damages to precious 
artwork and gifts from loved ones made 
the past few weeks an emotional ride for 
many.

“It’s heartbreaking, but we’re doing 
everything we can,” Ross said. “We’re 
working our butts off  to make sure this 
gets fixed.”

Since the incident, UTrucking has 
been helping students take pictures, fill out 
insurance claim forms and do its best to 
assuage students’ and parents’ concerns. 
Their customer service website has 
been very responsive, quickly answering 
questions, sometimes even within the 
hour.

“[UTrucking] was being so gracious 
and so nice,” He said. “[My parents] 
understand. It wasn’t like someone 
purposefully damaged it.”

UTrucking’s vaults are temporarily 
stored on a North Campus parking lot 
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Comedy Show featuring Seth 
Meyers
Sponsored by Compus 
Programming Council
Edison Theater, 8:30 p.m.
Seth Meyers will be giving a 
stand-up performance. Meyers 
is best known for his work as a 
cast member and head writer 
for Saturday Night Live, serving 
as the co-anchor for the famous 
“Weekend Update.” This past 
July, Meyers hosted the ESPYS, 
ESPN’s annual sports award 
show. Doors open at 8 and the 
show is free.

Wet ‘N’ W.I.L.D. Hydrated by 
vitaminwater
The Village, 2-6 p.m.
The Swamp, 3-5 p.m.
Free vitaminwater, squirt guns 
and beach balls sponsored by 
Team 31. There will be live 
music, water activities and 
giveaways to get the school 
year started. Be one of the fi rst 
to check in and receive a free 
W.I.L.D. t-shirt.
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 Trespassing—August 31, 
2010, 4:39 p.m. Location: Olin 
Library, Simon Hall. Summary: A 
suspicious person was reported at 
Olin Library and located at Simon 
Hall. The subject was stopped and 
identifi ed as having been warning 

against trespassing previously. The 
disposition was cleared by arrest.
 Larceny—August 31, 2010, 7:44 

p.m. Location: Athletic Complex. 
Summary: A complainant at the 
Athletic Complex reported the theft 
of money from his wallet which 

had been left unattended on the 
sidelines during a basketball game 
at 7:44 p.m. Value is estimated 
at $150. The time of crime was 
between 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. The 
disposition is pending.

Community Service Fair
Ursa’s, 4-7 p.m.
Learn more about the various ways to 
get involved with community service in 
the St. Louis area after Service First.

Red Alert - Football Season Opener
Francis Field, 7 p.m.
The Washington University football 
team kicks off their 2010 season with 
a game against Knox College. The Red 
Alert sponsored event features free 
pizza and t-shirts for students as well 
as giveaways and contests.

FRIDAY 3

SUNNY 
75 / 55

SUNNY
81 / 60

SUNDAY 5

SUNNY
76 / 54

FRIDAY 3
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Used textbooks save up to 
25% over the price of new books

Washington University Campus Store
Mallinckrodt Center | wubookstore.com

582_FBTS10

Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/washucampusstore

MONDAY 6
TUESDAY 7

Rock the Row
Fraternity Row, 1-4 p.m.
Learn all about Greek Life on campus 
as Fraternity Row is opened up to 
freshmen. There will be free food, tours 
of various houses and prizes. The event 
is open to all students. 

CS40 Presents: Trip to Six Flags
Six Flags
Enjoy a day of fun at Six Flags St. 
Louis with your classmates. Buses 
will be provided. Tickets will be on 
sale today.

Activities Fair
Quad, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Check out over 200 student 
groups and receive plenty of free 
giveaways at the activities fair.

Student Union Poster Sale
DUC 276, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Buy posters to decorate your 
dorm room walls, thanks to a sale 
brought to you by SU.

SUNNY
85 / 65

MONDAY 6

TUESDAY 7
PARTLY CLOUDY 
86 / 70

SATURDAY 4
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Arbor Mist
Wines
Assor ted Varieties

Schlafly Beer
Assor ted Varieties

Wolfschmidt
Vodka

2$10Yellowtail 
Wine
Assor ted Varieties

750 ml. btl.

2$10Beringer 
Wine
Assor ted California Tier

$697Newcastle

$1187Corona Light 
or Corona 
Extra 12 LNNR

btls. 

Beer, Wine & Liquor Specials!

$1088
1.75 ltr. btl.  
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12 NR btls.  

2 for
$6

750 ml. btl. 
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$1147Captain 
Morgan Rum
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$1067New 
Amsterdam 
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Tequila
Gold or Silver 750 ml. btl.

$1197Amstel Light 
or Heineken

12 NR btls. 

$797Pabst
18/12 oz.

cans

$647Icehouse or 
High Life

12 LNNR
btls. 

for
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Senior Convocation

SENIORS

Tuesday, September 7th, 2010
4:30pm

Graham Chapel
A BBQ Will Follow in Bowles Plaza

Don’t Miss the 9th Annual

All members of  the Washington 
University community, whether or not they 
know it, have experienced the University’s 
efforts to “go green.” From the new single-
stream recycling system employed in 
receptacles campus-wide, to dual-flushing 
toilets in the newer bathrooms, to the 
initiatives of  student groups such as the 
Burning Kumquat, the changes are apparent 
across campus.

But how is the University actually faring 
on its quest toward sustainability? A recent 
ranking list released by the Sierra Club’s 
Sierra Magazine on Aug. 16 shows that 
the University ranks 43rd among other 
colleges and universities in the nation. 
Green Mountain College in Vermont, the 
University of  Washington and Stanford 
University all rank higher.

The sustainability rankings are 

determined by 10 calculated factors, such 
as energy supply, efficiency, food and 
transportation. The University does well 
on the majority of  these categories. The 
University received an eight out of  the 
possible 10 in the “academics” for recent 
readjustments in the environmental studies 
program. The University also received a nine 
out of  10 for its commitment to improving 
transportation, specifically the bus and light-
rail train systems through the promotion of  
the sales tax measure Proposition A, as well 
as improved bike lanes.

“I think the rankings demonstrate that 
we are very strong in some areas particularly 
food and transportation,” said junior Arielle 
Klagsbrun, president of  Green Action. “It’s 
been really great to see Wash. U.  improve 
over the past few years on those aspects, 
but the rankings also demonstrate that we 
have a lot to do on the part of  our energy 
source.”

Indeed, the University’s energy source 
is its Achilles’ heel in the rankings. The 

University gets 76 percent of  its energy from 
carbon-rich coal, only a slight improvement 
from the 83 percent that Missouri uses as a 
state. While 19 percent of  the University’s 
energy is nuclear, that number pales in 
comparison to the numbers at the more 
nuclear-dependent colleges of  the Northeast 
and the highly hydroelectric West Coast, 
which reflects in the Sierra Club rankings.

Klagsbrun also noted the University’s 
lack of  transparency in its investments, 
worrying that the University is sinking 
money into coal companies like Peabody 
and Arch Coal. She was also concerned that 
CEOs from Ameren serve on the board of  
trustees.

“I think the next big barrier is making 
sure that we are not using a violent energy 
form,” Klagbrun said. “I think we have the 
potential as a leading research university 
and one of  the best universities in the U.S. 
to be leaders in where we get out energy 
from and make sure that we are looking to 
renewables first.”

Senior Peter Murrey, another member of  
Green Action, encourages students to call on 
the University to make some “real change.” 
Murrey would like Wash. U. to  become 
more of  a voice in the St. Louis community 
for sustainability by making what he called 
necessary investments in renewable-energy 
research and initiatives. Murrey admits that 
while he is proud of  the advances Wash. U. 
has made in many areas, he simply “cannot 
consider our school sustainable as long as 
we use coal,” calling the administration’s 
current energy plan “short-sighted.”

“While it’s great to save money and be 
clean at the same time, if  we want to be 
morally right in this environmental crisis we 
will have to shell out more money, because 
the cheapest energy around sometimes isn’t 
morally right,” Murrey said. “If  it emits 
carbon, it’s not right for the future.”

Group ranks WU 43rd in sustainability
SADIE SMECK

CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Mok said. She mentioned that Einstein 
Bros. sells options that no other eatery on 
campus offers.

Students will not be able to spend meal 
points at Einstein Bros.; they will have to 
use cash, credit, debit or their campus 
cards.

“We’re going to have to emphasize 
and push campus card…and encourage 
students to [use it],” Soczek said.

Even though the survey results led the 
practicum to believe that Einstein’s would 

be a good option, some students disagree.
“I’m totally not excited for it because it 

takes no meal points,” junior Jessica Lee 
said. “It would be better if  they allowed 
meal points because Einstein bagels are 
also sold in the library [where meal points 
are accepted].”

EINSTEIN FROM PAGE 1

for a few days while boxes are loaded. 
It is believed that the combination of  
heavy rainfall and a clogged drain due to 
nearby construction caused the water to 
rise into the vaults, despite the fact that 
vaults are raised four to six inches above 
the ground.

“By the time we got there the next 
day, the water was lower than the vaults 
again. We checked a couple of  the vaults 
and saw no damage,” Ross said. “When 
we came back [in August] and opened 

them up, we slowly found more and 
more [damage].”

With regards to health safety on 
campus, UTrucking has not dropped off  
boxes that they have later found to be 
damaged with mold.

“It was unforeseen, and 
unforeseeable,” Ross said. “In 20 years, 
it’s never happened.”

RAIN FROM PAGE 1

Write to Sadie Smeck at 

SADIE.SMECK@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Jennifer Wei at 

JENNIFER.WEI@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Lauren Olens at 

LAUREN.OLENS@STUDLIFE.COM
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I
n an op-ed submitted to Student 
Life and authored to college 
campuses across the nation 
(http://www.studlife.com/

forum/2010/09/02/supporting-our-
students-strengthening-our-country-an-
op-ed-submission-from-president-barack-
obama/), President Barack Obama 
identifies national problems caused by 
the cost of  higher education and outlines 
the steps his administration is taking to 
solve them. Though American higher 
education is the best in the world, a 
lack of  ability to afford it has left many 
without access. 

Obama’s strategies for this are 
threefold: making it easier to obtain 
student loans and college tax credits, 
expanding the role of  community 
colleges to fill the skill-set needs of  local 
businesses in growing sectors of  the 
economy, and making sure that more 
enrolled students complete college by 
giving money to something he calls a 
“College Access and Completion Fund.”

Though we commend President 
Obama for taking strides to make a 
college education affordable to all, we 
wonder whether the federal government 

really has the power to remedy the 
inequities of  our own (exclusive and 
private) higher education. On our 
campus, a program called U/FUSED 
is working to enhance undergraduate 
socioeconomic diversity. But difficult 
and avoidable truths remain: Our Wash. 
U. education costs $50,000 a year, and 
the median parent income at Wash. U. 
is $180,000—well above the national 
average.

Community colleges are an 
alternative to institutions similar to 
Wash. U., and Obama proposes tying 
“the skills taught in [community 
college] classrooms to the needs of  local 
businesses in growing sectors of  the 
economy.” We’re particularly intrigued 
by this idea, and in theory it makes 
sense. In practice, however, we wonder 
what these growing sectors are, and 
whether a national agenda is the best 
way to determine and work with the 
needs of  local businesses and community 
colleges. Community colleges are heavily 
subsidized by local governments as 
is, and many community colleges are 
over-enrolled. Managing an increased 
enrollment in community colleges with 

proper allocation of  resources will prove 
to be no easy task.

A challenge unaddressed in the 
op-ed is the societal obstacles that 
underprivileged high school students 
face. We wonder whether the federal 
government has the power to change the 
culture that surrounds college admissions 
in this country—one in which students 
from expensive, exclusive private schools 
begin paying for SAT tutors at age 15 
and in which many low-income students 
are never even told to fill out a FAFSA. 
Access to higher education begins with 
access to clear information.

In his address from the Oval Office 
on Tuesday, President Obama pointed 
out that economic strength is key to 
leadership in foreign policy. We agree; 
more investment in technology and 
innovations in research and development 
are needed to ensure that America stays 
competitive while establishing positive 
rapports across the globe. Yet innovation 
is the product of  humans, often those 
who are the products of  superior higher 
education. Without the human capital 
provided by education, the American 
economy will only fall further behind.

We believe that our president is on 
the right track, especially with proposals 
like the expansion of  Pell Grants, 
student loan reform and the new health-
care law that allows us to stay on our 
parents’ plans until we are 26. If  his 
proposals work, they are bound to help 
the economy for years to come. From 
our classrooms and from what we read 
in the news, we recognize the need 
to move beyond the bubble-and-crash 
economies of  recent years. We want to 
see a future in which the economy is 
driven by innovation, not consumption, 
and ultimately, we think that Obama 
is right in calling for the growth of  the 
middle class and improved access to 
higher education.

We were lucky enough to have 
upbringings that allowed us to get into 
Wash. U. and afford it. We value our 
education immensely, and we want to 
put it to good use. We hope that the 
economy will recover such that we 
can, and we hope that others—from all 
backgrounds—will someday have access 
to what we have now.

STAFF EDITORIAL

I 
have been a merry Washington 
University student for two years. 
The two Augusts when I’ve been 
a returning student—this fine year 

and last—I have asked one question 
and one question only. Why am I not a 
freshman this year?

I mean, honestly. The new South 
40 has been described as many 
things: cartoonish, overdone and 
“so ridiculous,” as I believe one 
jealous senior bitterly muttered. Most 
frequently, it has been compared to 
Disneyland, yet… is that really a 
devastatingly insulting similarity? I 
think Disney has millions of  visitors a 
year for a reason. That being said, since 
I have recently moved off  the 40 and 
off  campus altogether, I feel a bit like 
someone who had a great time visiting 
Epcot and Magic Kingdom, only to find 
out that Animal Kingdom opened just 
after I’d left. Snapping my fingers and 
sighing, “Oh, poo,” does not even begin 
to cover it.

So, as a disclaimer: I know I am 
very lucky to have experienced the 40 
at all, and it has much better dorms 
than other colleges, and really I should 
be happy to be at Wash. U., blah, blah. 
But all of  that really doesn’t change the 
fact that I am seriously lamenting not 
having a fat meal plan to spend at the 
new Bear’s Den. Or that I can’t take 
the elevator downstairs and get off  at 
the floor that houses a fitness center 
that could rival L.A. Fitness (and now 
even boys go there!). Or that when 
I’m sick of  studying Italian I can have 
a baguette and fizzy drink under the 

snaked hanging lights of  Little Italy 
outside the dining area. Mi amore 
snaked hanging lights…

Obviously I don’t really need to 
list the reasons why those lucky duck 
freshmen and sophomores are blessed 
to be living on the 40 this year (and 
even a few lucky juniors in Myers, 
I believe). However, those who are 
not living on the 40, my aging self  
included, should not be totally remiss 
at all the glitz and glamour we are 
missing out on. For one thing, we have 
nostalgia. Oh, remember the days of  
grimy Center Court and the wretched 
stench that emanated from the back end 
of  the eating area? What about the post 
office that was practically merged with 
a pint-sized Bear Necessities, which 
was practically merged with a Bear 
Mart that didn’t sell fresh produce? 
Or hey, even this: a Swamp that had a 
perimeter by dorms that didn’t compete 
to outdo each other.

Of  course, there’s one thing we’ll 
really remember that freshmen just 
possibly can’t begin to understand, and 
something that, if  you’ve moved either 
to the Village or off  campus, we’ll never 
have to worry about again. Remember 
those sweet Saturday mornings after a 
really great Friday night where you just 
want to nestle in your extra-long bed 
and sleep till noon? And then remember 
how you were rudely awakened at 8 
a.m. to the sound of  jackhammers, 
trucks and general dorm-building 
noises? Yep, won’t be missing those.

SELENA LANE

STAFF COLUMNIST

Write to Selena Lane at 

SELENA.LANE@STUDLIFE.COM

Obama’s higher education plan: 
One step in a long path toward equity in access

This one’s for the oldies EDITORIAL CARTOON

DANNY JONES | STUDENT LIFE
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thumbs 
up

thumbs 
down

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n

Thumbs up to College Hall. We 
always wanted to go to
Hogwarts.

Thumbs down to the Epcot-like 
seating outside the new Bear’s 
Den. “It’s a small world,” anyone?

Thumbs up to Danielle Bristow’s 
reaction to upperclassmen crash-
ing Club 40: “Is there nothing 
else upperclassmen can do be-
sides come to a freshman party?”

Thumbs down to the size of the 
freshman class. So much for
closing down Rutledge. 

Thumbs up to the “Think Beyond 
the Bubble” campaign. It’s a good 
idea, and besides, the posters 
are hilarious.

Thumbs down to the excessive 
number of plasma televisions 
in Bear’s Den. Going green was 
supposed to mean saving energy, 
not spending money. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor, 

Mr. Markel (“Decapitation: coming 
soon to a city near you,” Sept. 3) attempts 
to defend the anti-immigration law in 
Arizona by mentioning several horrific 
events. However, all of  them occur in 
Mexico, and there is no evidence that 
violence is spilling across the border. 
According to the FBI, violent crime has 
actually been falling in Arizona for the 
last several years, despite more illegal 
immigrants. The vast majority of  illegal 
immigrants are not working for the drug 
cartels—in fact, many of  them are coming 

here to escape the violence in Mexico. 
They are not going to be the ones starting 
the “impending massacres of  our own 
citizens,” which Markel grandiosely claims 
will occur. Arizona Governor Jan Brewer 
claimed that immigrants beheaded people, 
but none of  the state’s coroners could 
find any evidence. Conservative bloggers 
claimed the Los Zetas gang had crossed the 
border and taken over ranches in Arizona 
in an act of  war. This was a completely 
fabricated event. Even Phoenix’s mayor 
claimed the law could even make the state 
less safe by forcing officers to focus on 
illegal immigrants rather than on violent 

crime and illegal drugs.
The Left, contrary to popular belief, 

is not for illegal immigration. We just 
don’t like to see immigrants treated as 
if  they weren’t human. We would prefer 
to tackle the problem through going 
after the employers who choose to hire 
illegal immigrants. Additionally, Markel 
criticizes what he perceives as the Obama 
administration’s weakness, but more people 
have been deported under Obama than 
Bush.  

The current Arizona law makes it far 
too easy to use racial profiling. This treats 
legal Latinos as if  they are second-class 

citizens. Blond, blue-eyed illegals do exist, 
but I highly doubt anyone is going to 
check their papers. It concerns me that the 
Arizona Treasurer has called for internment 
camps, and it scares me that a neo-Nazi 
and racist, J.T. Ready, is allowed to patrol 
the border with semi-automatic rifles. I 
have to agree with Benjamin Franklin here: 
“Those who would give up essential liberty 
to purchase a little temporary safety deserve 
neither liberty nor safety.”

-Kevin Lin
Class of  2013

F
irst off, I’d just like to 
welcome everyone back 
to school, and freshmen, 
welcome for the first time. 

Please save your social lives and general 
self-esteem and don’t take General 
Chemistry. (Note: I have never taken a 
chemistry class, or really any science 
class here, so do with that advice what 
you will.) With the South 40 now the 
cultural equivalent of  Epcot Center, 
we’ve come back to school expecting 
Splash Mountain to be a short monorail 
ride away. Amidst the glitz and glam 
of  our new South 40, there resides a 
tiny dirty gem hidden in the bookstore. 
“Bear it All” is a guide for Wash. U. 
students, potential students and alumni 
written by students. 

In Wash. U.’s current pamphlet era 
—yes, coin that term—it’s great that 
seniors Alex Portera, Sean Fischer 
and Sam Werboff  have taken it upon 
themselves to shed some light on 
what Wash. U. is really like. When 
walking into the new Bear’s Den 
feels like walking into an architect’s 
computerized rendition of  what Bear’s 
Den should be like, we need a reality 
check. “Bear it All” provides exactly 
that. It is such a good idea that I’m 
surprised a guide like this hasn’t been 
in existence for some time already. 
In our universe of  tour guides, glossy 
propaganda and endless new buildings, 
it’s nice to see a real, yet still glowing, 
review of  all that Wash. U. has to offer. 
The University-sponsored spiel has its 
place. I mean after all, once upon a 
time I did decide to attend this school, 
but a little dirt, humor and student 
perspective never hurt anyone. 

“Bear it All” provides an insider’s 
perspective on the culture of  all four 
of  our colleges (Arts & Sciences, Olin, 
Engineering, Sam Fox Art School), 
advice on the social scene (yes, Wash. 
U. students drink), while still steeping 
so low as to talk about the best places 
to, how should I say this, “poop,” on 
campus. Articles such as “The Art of  
the One Night Stand: How to Beat the 
Curve in Orgasmic Chemistry” even 
tackle taboo subjects such as sex (gasp). 
My guess is that Orgasmic Chemistry 
is probably not in the course listings. I 
applaud these students for their general 
ballsiness and fortitude in conquering 
the muddy waters of  Wash. U.’s seedy 
underbelly. 

But enough praise. I really don’t like 
giving anyone’s opinions credit other 
than my own (hence why I choose to 
write for Forum). What “Bear it All” 
is really emblematic of  is a growing 
need for reality in an increasingly 
fake bubble. The South 40, in my 

opinion, was already once of  the nicest 
residential living situations for freshmen 
I had ever seen on any college campus. 
Rather than funneling more money into 
glamorous, and possibly unnecessary, 
renovations of  an already beautiful 
campus, spend some of  that effort on 
creating a sports culture that students 
can get excited about. I guarantee you 
that a reputation for exciting sporting 
events, you know, ones with tailgates, 
face paint and massive mobbing crowds, 
would attract more students than an 

ivy-covered balcony overlooking the 
student-run businesses. 

I’m all for comfortable and beautiful 
accommodations, and I cannot even 
explain how impressed I am by how 
the campus and the South 40 look, but 
college students don’t want or need 
to be that protected. Let’s get rowdy 
at a football game, let’s take lots of  
Orgasmic Chemistry. As AJ Sundar 
said in his column in our opening issue, 
there is no default college experience. 
There are, however, certain fundamental 

aspects of  a college that will nearly 
universally improve a campus 
atmosphere. At this point in my life, I’d 
rather brag about the crazy time I had 
cheering for the Bears basketball team 
(it’s actually good), than about my twin 
extra-large Tempurpedic mattress. I say 
it’s time for a little grit and edge in the 
Wash. U. experience. Just don’t tell the 
U.S. News & World Report.

CHARLIE LOW 

FORUM EDITOR

Write to Charlie Low at 

CHARLIE.LOW@STUDLIFE.COM

The real Wash. U.

Reconsidering illegal immigration realities in Arizona

KATE OBERG | STUDENT LIFE
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Student Life presents a guide to places of worship in the Wash U Community

  religiousdirectory

9001 Clayton Rd. 

 (just west of the Galleria)

314-991-0955 

The Ethical Society Of St. Louis
A Welcoming Home for Humanists

If you care about human rights and social justice and believe  
liberty comes with social responsibility, please join us on 
Sundays at 11 a.m. Or attend one of our 
other programs.  We’re dedicated to deed 
before creed and welcome everyone. 

Looking for a place to get involved in …

www.union-avenue.org

SERVICEarts
faith?
UNIONAVENUECHRISTIANCHURCH

D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T

LUTHERAN   CAMPUS   MINISTRY
A progressive, justice-oriented  community.

Sundays at LCM

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

314. 863.8140

7pm  Home-Cooked Meal
8pm  Candlelight Worship

and more! g

The tiara-wearing Miz MetroLink became 
a familiar face on Washington University’s 
campus last year. Urging people to support the 
sales tax measure Proposition A to fund more 
transit service, the crowned figure was actually 
Liz Kramer, a University administrator.

But Kramer, who became the face of  
Washington University transit advocacy and a 
liaison between students and the administration, 
has finished her two-year administrative 
fellowship here and will move to Chicago next 
week to pursue work in design.

She leaves after finishing her advocacy 
efforts on campus and around St. Louis in the 
weeks leading up to the April 2010 election, 
which had a proposed sales tax for boosting 
funding to Metro, the area’s transit system. 
Transit advocates credit Kramer with helping 
mobilize thousands of college students and 
other young people to turn out and vote for the 
measure.

In addition, she got students involved in 
all sorts of projects, ranging from transit to the 
environment, sustainability and other topics 
— everything but the kitchen sink.

“And sometimes it was the kitchen sink,” 
Kramer said.

She began her fellowship after graduating 
from the University in 2008. Kramer was 
involved in community service as a student, 
holding the position of public outreach chair 
of the Alliance of Students Against Poverty. 
The group joined forces with the a cappella 
community in October 2007 put on the second 
annual Rhythms for Rebuilding benefit concert, 
which raised $2,600 for organizations that 
tackle poverty and malnutrition.

Even after joining the administration, 
Kramer continued working with students. She 
had a large impact in the months before the 
April election, when St. Louis County voters 
were asked for the second time in three years 
if they wanted to boost the county sales tax to 
fund more transit service.

Transit advocates were still reeling from the 
defeat of a similar measure in 2008 that resulted 
in the elimination of one-third of St. Louis’ 
transit service. Desperately needing a spark, 
advocates went to civic groups, businesses 
and educational institutions, including the 
University, to furnish a new campaign centered 
on reminding people that “some people ride 
transit, but everyone needs it.”

Kramer used an unconventional approach to 
get that message out to the younger crowd. She 
wanted transit to be an enjoyable, memorable 

experience. She said her goal was, simply, “to 
make transit fun.”

She had created a tiara-wearing alter ego 
known as Miz MetroLink and worked with 
other students and young advocates to throw 
MetroLink Prom, which was an actual prom 
on the MetroLink train system. 

Whether she was frolicking on campus 
as Miz MetroLink or visiting other schools 
to mobilize students, those who know her or 
worked with her on public transit issues said she 
has left an indelible mark on the campus. 

“She will be sorely missed...by both the 
Washington University community and the 
St. Louis community at large,” said Rose 
Windmiller, director of state relations and local 
government affairs.

Kramer and an army of students and green-
group leaders appeared on campus with their 
own form of reminders: signs all around, a 
MetroBus-themed flash mob dance outside the 
Danforth University Center, an appearance by 
Miz MetroLink in Whispers Café. The students 
even got the help of Dining Services, which sold 
MetroBus-shaped cookies in the days before 
the election and allowed chefs to wear Metro 
buttons.

The students’ efforts seemed to work. 
Hundreds of supportive students streamed to 
the polls on April 6. The transit measure, known 
as Proposition A, passed overwhelmingly.
The student-led effort marveled regional 
campaign leaders so much that they recently 
gave a shout-out on St. Louis Public Radio 
to students here and at other local schools. 
Tom Shrout, former executive director of the 
Citizens for Modern Transit (CMT), said the 
student turnout defied history.

“All the experts said in an April election that 
no students will vote,” Shrout said in a phone 
interview. “Liz took it upon herself not only to 
pick off where she left off on the November of  
‘08 vote...but to keep that momentum going 
and spread it to other campuses like UMSL and 
SLU and community colleges and Webster.”

CMT will honor Kramer on Sept. 17 
with an award for her work in uniting young 
people around public transit. The University’s 
Rose Windmiller will also receive an award.
“I’m very honored to be recognized by CMT 
for the work, but I also really feel that the work 
was done by a lot of very dedicated students 
who were committed to passing Prop A,” 
Kramer said.

Kramer’s work in St. Louis may be done 
now. But Shrout, Windmiller and others say 
that Kramer’s impact will last long after she 
departs for Chicago.

“She was instrumental in getting a whole 
new generation of people in St. Louis acclimated 

not only to using public transportation, but also 
[to] supporting it financially,” said Windmiller, 
director of state relations and local government 
affairs.

Senior Peter Murrey, former president 
of Green Action, said Kramer “empowered 
students” by seeking to involve them in her 
projects. “No matter what year you were or if  
you had ever met her before...she wanted to 
include everyone on it, and her enthusiasm just 
bubbled over into you,” Murrey said. “It was 
just infectious.”

Not everyone agreed with the causes Kramer 
has championed. Opponents of Proposition 

A continually criticized the University for its 
U-Pass program, arguing that Metro was giving 
the school a big discount to provide free transit 
passes to students and employees here. The 
University and Metro repeatedly denied those 
claims.

“Now is the time for [opponents] to work 
with public transit agencies, government 
agencies in St. Louis to improve the system and 
to help make their problems less so,” Kramer 
said.

A transit champion transitions on to new work
PUNEET KOLLIPARA

ENTERPRISE EDITOR

RENTAL FROM PAGE 1

been more popular than anticipated. There have 
been 1,130 more online orders so far this year 
than during the entire back-to-school period 
last year. After tomorrow, Schneider expects 
that the bookstore will have rented more books 
this semester than previously anticipated for the 
entire year.

To promote the program, the bookstore has 
held events in Mallinckrodt, such as “random 
acts of pizza,” in which Rent-A-Text teams 
surprised students with free pizza, and a dice roll 
that gives students the chance to win $25,000 or 
a $500 gift card to the bookstore. According to 

Scott Stevens, an employee at the bookstore and 
current senior at the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis, the goal of these events is not only to 
raise awareness of the rental program, but also 
to bring people into the Mallinckrodt Center 
and the bookstore.

“We are trying to draw people into 
Mallinckrodt, because lots of things have moved 
away from there,” Stevens said. “We want to 
make Mallinckrodt a place that you want to be 
so that we can get the word out.”

Student response to the program has been 
positive so far.

“[Renting the books] was very easy to do,” 
sophomore Elizabeth Natoli said. “It didn’t take 
much longer than ordering regular books. If it 
works for the textbooks I need, I will definitely 
do it in the future.”

Students also feel relieved that they are sure 

to be able to return their books.
“I think it is a great system, because you 

do not have to worry about whether books 
will be in-season to sell back to the store next 
year,” junior Abhi Kapuria said. “It’s a really 
convenient system.”

Schneider is optimistic about the future of  
the rental program and says that the University 
will continue to offer it as an alternative to 
buying books.

“We are excited that the students are 
embracing the program and are able to save 
on their course books,” she said. “It has been 
a program that provides students [with] 
convenience and flexibility. We are thrilled that 
we are able to offer it and that the students are 
embracing it.”

PAUL GOEDEKE | STUDENT LIFE

Liz Kramer speaks at a transit meeting in January. She became the face of the Washing-

ton University’s efforts to promote a countywide sales tax increase to fund more transit 

service. She will be moving to Chicago to pursue work in design. 

Write to Puneet Kollipara at 

PUNEET.KOLLIPARA@STUDLIFE.COM

MATT LANTER | STUDENT LIFE

Students shop for textbooks in the lower 

level of the Washington University book-

store.  This year textbook rentals have 

become a popular option as a way for 

students to save money.
Write to Jack Marshall at 

JACK.MARSHALL@STUDLIFE.COM
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sports

Coming off  a rough 2009 season, the 
Washington University football team 
looks to start this year off  on the right foot 
Saturday night against Knox College at 
Francis Field.

The football team finished last year with 
a 4-6 record, its first losing season since 
1992. In those six losses, however, the team 
was blown out only once: a 46-0 thrashing 
at the hands of  Wittenberg University.

“We know that the season’s record was 
subpar, but we did do some good things last 
year, and we are focusing on them,” said 

senior tailback Jim O’Brien, one of  five 
captains. “We are confident in our skills 
and capability. We just have to perform and 
stay positive. We have to trust each other 
and stay sharp. We have a good nucleus 
of  returners and have a talented freshmen 
class.”

Despite those losses, the team’s 
chemistry is anything but lacking. Last 
season’s disappointment coupled with the 
promise of  a new year has locker room 
mood “at an all-time high,” according to 
O’Brien.

“[Success in a game] has everything to 
do with developing chemistry,” head coach 
Larry Kindbom said. “If  we don’t develop 
some chemistry, it is going to be tough 

to win that football game. If  we develop 
chemistry, all that is going to do is give us 
a chance to compete against a team that is 
in the top 25.”

In his 22nd season as the head football 
coach, Kindbom possesses a career record 
of  130-80, making him the winningest 
coach of  program history. This season, 
however, looks to be one of  his most 
challenging.

“It’s going to be a good schedule,” 
Kindbom said. “That’s the way we play 
here over the years. I can’t remember when 
we didn’t have a schedule without two or 
three top-ranked teams.”

Of  the 10 teams on the schedule, seven 
finished last year with a .500 record or 

better. Two teams are nationally ranked, 
Wittenberg University at No. 8 and Wabash 
College at No. 24. Conference foes Case 
Western Reserve University and Carnegie 
Mellon University received multiple votes.

“There are going to be 10 make-or-
break games this year,” Kindbom said. 
“It is always going to be the next game 
because if  you make it, then the game after 
is always going to be that make-or-break 
game. Most people would say that the 
best team on our schedule is Wittenberg, 
but to me, if  we don’t do the things we’re 
supposed to be doing here, it has nothing to 

SAHIL PATEL

SPORTS REPORTER

 PHOTOTS BY SAM SCHAUER | STUDENT LIFE

Bears look to bounce back in 2010

Left: Freshman running back John Hagemann runs through a tackle. Right: Sophomore running back Chris Castelluccio runs past 

freshman defensive back Scott O’Brien in a preseason practice.

SEE FOOTBALL, PAGE 8



do with winning or losing.”
Seventeen starters return from last 

year’s team, including eight on offense. 
Kindbom expects the maturity that comes 
with this kind of  continuity to influence 
the season’s outcomes.

Additionally, the secondary defense 
is extremely deep this year, especially 
at cornerback. Senior Brandon Brown 
was named a preseason First-Team 
All-American earlier this summer, and 
graduate student Nick Vom Brack is 
returning for his final year of  eligibility.

“We have good corners,” Kindbom 
said. “I feel good about really not just the 
starters, but we have four or five corners 
that we think can play football. It’s great 
to have that as a strength. It allows you 
to blitz and play man, it allows you to go 
back and play base zone. It’s kind of  fun 
when you have a bunch of  these guys you 
say can all play.”

On the offensive side of  the ball, 
O’Brien is currently seventh on Wash. 
U.’s career rushing yards list, needing 821 
yards in his senior campaign to become 
the leading rusher in Bears’ football 
history.

 “The offensive line is mostly returning, 
and I thought they played exceptional 
last year,” O’Brien said. “They go out 
everyday to fight for me and the other 
backs. I try to keep this in mind as I play: 
that I have guys all around me willing to 
do whatever they can do in order to help 
me, so I know I have to give my all for 
them.

“At the end of  the day, we know that 
we have the ability to be a top-ranked 
team. We just have to go out and do it.”
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"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend

WILLIAMS PHARMACY

$2 
Pitchers

        

  $5 
   Pizza

The Party Room

10pm - 1am

314-644-3305

If you’re a student getting “B’s” or better, you qualify 
for a Good Student Discount in the form of a special bonus 
lower rate on your auto insurance. Call today and get the 

facts on a money-saving Good Student Auto Policy.

25% STUDENT DISCOUNT

BOB MAHON AGENCY 
2019 S. Big Bend Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63117
(Near Hwy 40 by 
Washington University)

Low Auto Rates *Free Phone Quotes

CRIME IS REAL!
Got your stun gun?

FREEFREE
with Any Online Purchase (a $10 Value)

Wildfire Pepper Spray

Visit UrbanSafetySolutions.com
Offer Expires 9-30-10

In order to better prepare for the 
current season, three Washington 
University men’s soccer players joined the 
St. Louis Lions this summer.

“The three of  us just sort of  did 
something different this summer,” said 
senior co-captain David Klein, one of  
three to play on the team. “It wasn’t just 
about working out on our own, working 
with the ball, running and lifting, it was 
like, ‘Five days a week we’re playing with 
good competition and we’re going to get 
fit that way and we’re going to get really 
good at soccer that way.’”

Klein, junior Michael Chamberlin 
and senior Cody Costakis practiced and 
played with the Lions, the St. Louis based 
Premier Development League (PDL) 
soccer team, for its 2010 season.

“The chance to play against other 
people and to practice, not just by 
yourself…and to get used to the speed of  
the game with a group of  players who are 
playing at a high level makes you a better 
player,” Chamberlin said. “It really is a 
hard experience to replace.”

The league, which is designed to 
provide professional-level competition 
and experience for college footballers 
during the offseason, is the top level 
of  men’s amateur soccer in the United 
States. The PDL draws in many Division 
I athletes, as well as international players 
and veteran soccer players. 

“You always want players to find 
places to play in the summer,” Bears 
head coach Joe Clarke said. “It’s not that 
easy to do, but any time they can, it’s 
an advantage. Playing in the PDL, it’s a 
good level. If  you want to be come a good 
player, the more difficult the environment 
that you play in, the better, so it was a 
great situation for all three of  them.” 

Though the three didn’t get any in-
game playing time and were officially left 
off  of  the Lions’ roster, just practicing 
with the team daily was a huge benefit, 
according to Chamberlin.

“Just having that competition every 

day and being able to go out and train 
extensively every day makes you a better 
player,” Chamberlin said.

This past March, Clarke urged Klein 
and Chamberlin to try out for the team. 
Clarke, a friend and former teammate of  
Lions’ coach Tony Glavin, “put in a good 
word” and later helped Costakis join the 
Lions. 

“[Glavin] was more than willing to 
listen to me when I told him that I had 
some guys that were going to come out 
and try out for the team and asked him 
to take a look at them,” Clarke said. “Of  
course, they’re all really hard working 
players and [Glavin] wants kids that work 
hard, so he was more than willing to have 
them as a part of  his group.”

Though Klein has been injured and is 
limited in practicing lately, he, Chamberlin 
and Costakis have been able to build a 
strong chemistry while practicing and 
playing together daily.

“It was definitely good for us, to, 
all three, be playing together over the 
summer,” Chamberlin said. “The more 
you play with a person, the more you’re 
able to predict what they’re going to do 
and the more you’ll develop a chemistry 
with them.”

The Lions finished this past season 
with a 5-7-4 record, fifth in the Heartland 
Division, missing the playoffs. But it 
remains to be seen whether the team’s 
impact on Klein, Costakis and Chamberlin 
will help bring the Bears success and a 
playoff  appearance of  their own.

“I think that the three of  us are 
positioned to play the best soccer we’ve 
ever played this year because we played 
so much this summer and at a pretty high 
level,” Klein said. “That was sort of  my 
goal. This is my last year, I want to be 
the best soccer player I’ve ever been and 
on the best team I’ve ever been on, and I 
think that by [playing with the Lions], we 
positioned ourselves to do that.”

The Washington University men’s and women’s cross country teams will begin 
the season with high expectations. The U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association gave the men’s team the top spot in a preseason ranking, while 
the women’s team were voted No. 4. The men’s team took four of  the eight first-place 
votes to narrowly edge out defending national champion North Central (Ill.) for 
first. The team returns its top runners in junior Michael Burnstein and senior Dave 
Spandorfer, while the women bring back seniors Taryn Surtees and Jessica Londeree. 
Both squads began 
the season with a win 
in the Gateway Dual 
meet over Greenville 
on Wednesday and will 
host the Wash. U. Early 
Bird meet Saturday 
morning at 9 a.m. (Kurt 
Rohrbeck)

Men’s soccer teammates 
spend summer with PDL

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Sophomore Eric Walls goes up for a header in a 7-0 victory over Webster on Sept. 1. 

ALEX DROPKIN

SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s cross country 
No. 1 in preseason poll; 
women’s team No. 4

Write to Alex Dropkin at 

ALEX.DROPKIN@STUDLIFE.COM

SPORTS BRIEF

BOX SCORES

Write to Sahil Patel at 

SAHIL.PATEL@STUDLIFE.COM

FOOTBALL FROM PAGE 7

Set scores 1 2 3

Greenville College (0) 15 17 18

#1 Washington University (3) 25 25 25

Kills: Kristen Thomas (11), Kill percentage: Marilee Fisher (.800)
Digs: Kelly Peng (13), Solo blocks: Madeleine Shroyer (1)

Set scores 1 2 3

Harris-Stowe University (0) 9 8 8

#1 Washington University (3) 25 25 25

Kills: Meghan Byrne (14), Kill percentage: Kaia Schwartz (.857)
Digs: Kelly Peng (8), Solo blocks: Meghan Byrne, Kaia Schwartz, Emily Tulloch (1)

Score 1 2 Total

Webster University 0 0 0

Washington University 5 2 7

WASHU: Zachary Query (1) 9’, Patrick McLean (1) 12’, Harry Beddo (1) 33’, Brian 
Wright (1) 40’, Kevin Privalle (1,2) 44’, 58’, Matthew Sheldon 59’

Score 1 2 Total

#2 Washington University 0 0 0

Southeast Missouri State 
University (DI)

1 0 1

SEMO: Stephanie Palmer (3) 20’

All games on Wednesday, September 1, 2010

Volleyball

Women’s Soccer

Men’s Soccer
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For more into see http://mageepdocnetwork.ning.com/ 
or e-mail emr1@wustl.edu

Deadline for submissions: September 15
When: NOW

Share your sustainability idea as a video here.

http://mageedocnetwork.ning.com/

$5000
WIN

Want to GREEN Wash U. and 
win some money?

MAGEEP STUDENT COMPETITION

cadenza

Expanding on the fake trailer from 2007’s 
“Grindhouse” diptych, Robert Rodriguez’s 
latest film is all it promised to be: a high-
octane, brash and often hilarious movie. 
Danny Trejo finally gets a starring role as 
the eponymous Machete, a tough-as-nails 
ex-Federale out for revenge after being set up 
by right-wing Senator McLoughlin (Robert 
DeNiro) and his assistant Booth (Keith 
Fahey).  

The first five minutes set the scene 
perfectly: Trejo plows into a house wielding 
a Machete, chops off various body parts in a 
sea of hemoglobin, rescues a naked girl who 
then betrays him (and wins a prize for most 
inventive hiding place for a mobile phone), has 
his wife decapitated before his very eyes, and 
somehow survives a flamethrower attack. 

As to be expected from a “Mexploitation” 
movie, the action set-pieces have to be seen 
to be believed. Over-the-top violence and 
nudity is the norm here. More surprising 
was the direct attack on the recent Arizona 

immigration laws, although the film is too 
derivative and caricatural to put forward 
a strong political argument. This is not a 
“thinker’s movie,” and conservative fears 
of a “race war” over this film are vastly 
exaggerated. 

“Machete” is far from perfect: some 
casting choices do not come off (Steven Seagal 
as a Mexican drug Lord?), the dialogue veers 
from intentionally bad one-liners to the just-
plain-awful, Rodriguez’s women characters 
are still one-dimensional and the plot is paper-
thin, but ultimately Machete is an exhilarating 
roller-coaster ride to be enjoyed without 
moderation. Go see it. You’ll probably still be 
laughing about it a month from now.

MOVIE REVIEW

★★★★✩
directed by

Robert Rodriguez

PIERRE DESCHAMPS

CADENZA REPORTER

Write to Pierre Deschamps at 

PIERRE.DESCHAMPS@STUDLIFE.COM

“Machete”

RICO TORRES | 20TH CENTURY FOX
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scene

Upon stepping into “Gesture, Scrape, 
Combine, Calculate: Postwar Abstraction 
from the Permanent Collection,” the first 
thing you see is—you guessed it—empty 
space. There is certainly a lot of  it: on 
the walls, on the floor, across the entire 
room. It makes sense because this is a 
small exhibition. With only 13 paintings 
and three sculptures scattered across 
the floor, “Gesture, Scrape, Combine, 
Calculate” exudes minimalism, and 
blank space is only one element. 

The art itself, consisting of  post-
World War II abstract expressionism 
from the 1940s to the 1970s, keeps 
with the theme. The museum chose to 
draw entirely from its own permanent 
collection for the exhibition, a decision 
made more and more over the past 
several years because of  the economic 
recession, and this decision has its risks. 
A show can be limited by the depth of  
the museum’s holdings and often falls 
short of  complete. But in this case, 
the curator manages to maintain the 
exhibition’s strength across its entirety, 
thanks to the depth of  the Kemper’s 
postwar collections.

Walking into the room, the first thing 
you see is Roberto Matta’s painting, 
titled “Abstraction.” Punctuated by 
brief  colorful scenes blurring in and 
out of  view, the canvas is awash with 
an amorphous blue-gray storm. Where 
the shapes begin to become distinct 
and vivid, it is reminiscent of  Wassily 

Kandinsky’s paintings for Edwin 
Campbell, the founder of  Chevrolet 
Motor Company. Considered the first 
true abstract artist, Kandinsky was a 
leader of  the movement for years, and 
Matta follows ably in his footsteps. He 
combines formless chaos with barely-
defined forms, creating a dramatic 
contrast and drawing the viewer’s eye 
across the entire work.

Just to the left of  “Abstraction” hangs 
“Golden Brown Painting” by Arshile 
Gorky. This work takes a dramatically 
different tone than Matta’s, as Gorky 
has chosen to paint a specific topic: 
the land surrounding his Connecticut 
home. It is not a traditional landscape, 
however; it echoes Vincent Van Gogh’s 
work of  half  a century before, displaying 
dramatic colors not normally found in 
nature. Gorky takes Van Gogh’s well-
known distortion of  forms to an extreme, 
blending the topography around his 
house with the building itself. This 
creates a sinkhole in the center of  the 
painting, into which everything seems to 
be collapsing.

On the far side of  the room sits Ibram 
Lassaw’s “Eden Now,” the exhibition’s 
most eye-catching sculpture. Suggestive 
of  Alberto Giacometti’s famous 
emaciated figures, Lassaw has created a 
skeletal shape redolent of  the expanding 
spheres that children play with. Made of  
metal, parts of  the bronze look like they 
have been fashioned from misshapen 
human torsos, and, in one horrifying 
instance, a metal lizard claw appears 
to be grasping futilely outward. While 
looking at the tortured shapes that are 

the fundamental building blocks of  the 
work, it feels at times like they will come 
alive and begin screaming and struggling 
for freedom.

The final section of  the show, in the 
corner just to the left of  the entrance, 
warrants particular notice. It consists of  
three works: “Gran Ferro M1,” “Cuadro 
No. 82” and “Blanco y Grafismos.” All 
of  the pieces blend together to create 
a disturbing, eerie sensation. “Gran 
Ferro M1,” by Alberto Burri, is perhaps 
the most somber piece in the entire 
exhibit. It consists of  several rusted iron 
plates welded and nailed together. The 
work echoes the influence of  war and 
manufacturing on society.

Immediately following this are 
the remaining two pieces, by Manolo 
Millares and Antoni Tàpies, respectively. 
They are by far the two most violent 
works in the show; gouges, savagely 
torn burlap and stains abound across 
the surfaces of  the pieces. This almost 
unholy trio manages to end the show on 
a negative and primal note. It’s a fitting 
ending, considering that many of  the 
artists in the exhibition lived through 
World War II.

Sitting in the center of  the gallery, 
the room acts as a cathedral to the 
exhibition. Light streams down onto the 
paintings, both from the windows located 
at the top of  the walls and the track 
lighting on the ceiling. “Gesture, Scrape, 
Combine, Calculate” may be drawn 
only from the Kemper’s holdings, but it 
still manages to adroitly encapsulate the 
abstract expressionist movement in 16 
works of  art.

“Gesture, Scrape, Combine, 
Calculate: Postwar Abstraction from the 
Permanent Collection” is on display until 
Sept. 20 at the Mildred Lane Kemper 
Art Museum at Washington University. 
Admission is both free and encouraged.

At the Kemper, 
postwar abstraction

SASHA FINE

SCENE SPECIAL FEATURES EDITOR

Write to Sasha Fine at 

SASHA.FINE@STUDLIFE.COM

Above, a sculpture from the exhibit “Ges-

ture, Scrape, Combine, Calculate: Postwar 

Abstraction from the Permanent Collection” 

at the Kemper. The exhibit runs until Sept. 

20.

MATT LANTER | STUDENT LIFE
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 3, 2010

ACROSS
1 W.E.B. Du Bois

was among its
founders

6 Coot’s cousin
10 Barcelona-born

muralist
14 Of an arm bone
15 Coastal predator
16 Hawaii neighbor
17 “The Wreck of

the Mary __”
18 Benefit
19 Far Hills, N.J.-

based sports org.
20 Oil company’s

penchant for
employee
transfers?

23 Pennzoil letters
24 Carrier with a

hub at LAX
25 Con opening
26 Arena cheer
29 Measure of

neighborhood
drug traffic?

32 Part of CPA: Abbr.
35 Where Charlie

was trapped, in a
Kingston Trio hit

36 Doomed city
37 Red
38 Peruvian address
41 “Liz: The

Elizabeth Taylor
Story” star
Sherilyn

42 Puccini offering
44 “__ Woman”:

1975 hit
45 Muy, across the

Pyrenees
46 Egotism that

brings you to
tears?

50 “Wheel of
Fortune” buy

51 Half a cocktail
52 “Kinda” suffix
53 Half-witted
56 Pigmentation

variations?
60 Pedestal
62 Like Erté’s art
63 Any Frankie

Avalon song
64 Follow
65 Gardener, at

times
66 Like many a

motel air
conditioner

67 Crown’s girl, in a
1935 opera

68 “Gotcha”

69 One who’s
generally bottled
up?

DOWN
1 Sculptors’

subjects
2 Billy Joel’s

daughter
3 Has __ to grind
4 Puccini’s “O mio

babbino __”
5 Asset protection

plan, briefly
6 Determined
7 __-Israeli War
8 Equitable way to

pay
9 Sobieski of “Joy

Ride” (2001)
10 Blue books?
11 1969 road movie
12 Toupee
13 Madre’s hermana
21 Injures badly
22 They’re not free

of charge
27 Make restitution
28 Service songs
29 ’90s “SNL”

regular Cheri
30 Frenzy
31 Hardly the drill

sergeant type
32 Coffee asset
33 Fowl on a menu

34 Climbers’
obstacles

39 Man, e.g.
40 See, and then

some
43 Fighting
47 Kingsley role
48 Family gathering

staples
49 Crowd
53 Slew
54 Formal doorstep

response

55 “Yeah, 
right!!”

57 F and G, but 
not H

58 Slurpee
alternative

59 __ gin
60 Sportscaster

Costas
61 Harlem

Globetrotters
founder
Saperstein

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

By Mike Peluso 9/3/10

(c)2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2

3 4

© 2010 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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HOW TO PLAY 
Spell the phrase in the grid above 
it, writing each unique letter only 
once. The correct solution will 
spell the complete phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters as needed to 
complete the spelling path in order. Each letter 
will appear only once in the grid. 

9/1 SOLUTION

If  you’re a guy or you know 
anything about men’s fashion, you’ll 
know that recent trends in menswear 
have been a bit daunting. Spring and 
summer shows had male models 
sporting crop tops, man-leggings and 
other crazy things no guy at Washington 
University—or elsewhere, for that 
matter—should wear. Ever. This fall, 
however, is all about refinement. That 
can’t be too bad, right? Below are some 
of  the top trends to be mindful of  this 
season.

1. Military-Inspired
This is by no means a novel fall trend, 
but following the theme of  refinement, 
designers turned to classic shapes and 
styles. The military/aviator trend in 
fashion first appeared after World 
War II and can be achieved simply by 
wearing an olive, dark-colored jacket or 
blazer with dark jeans and solid-colored 
shirts. Simply add black or dark brown 
combat boots and you’ve got yourself  
a new, easy-to-wear look. The colors to 
keep in mind are olive or army green, 
black, gray and tan. Textures include 
wool, shearling and leather, and details 
such as laces on boots, brass hardware 
on jackets and form-fitting tailoring are 
key. Burberry and Louis Vuitton are just 
a few designers embracing this fashion 
trend. Not only is this an easy trend 
to adopt (what guy doesn’t like dark 
colors?), but it will also enhance your 
masculinity.

2. The Smooth Gentleman
The thought of  velvet may bring to 
mind the image of  an older Hugh 
Heffner-esque guy wearing a velvet 
dressing coat and smoking a pipe in his 
wing-backed chair by the fireplace. But 
that doesn’t mean you’ll end up looking 

stereotypical by adopting the velvet 
trend. The easiest way to incorporate 
this trend into your wardrobe is by 
donning a velvet bowtie or a velvet 
blazer. Sure, this trend was popular 
last fall; however, the main colors to 
consider this year are black, navy and 
deep purple, which are far subtler and 
more refined. If  you’re intimidated 
by the thought of  a full-on blazer and 
aren’t a bowtie kind of  guy, consider 
purchasing a blazer with velvet lapels. 
At a more formal event, this is a 
great way to stand out from a crowd 
of  typical suit blazers or sport coats 
without looking like a circus freak. 
Still unsure about this trend? Take 
inspiration from looks by Perry Ellis.

3. The Ruffi  an
This trend essentially involves wearing 
lots of  black, leather and chains. The 
runway looks from the Dsquared2 
Fall 2010 show are a good place to 
start, with the “tough hockey player” 
theme that permeates the collection. 
As with the military trend, combat 
boots are vital to achieving this look. 
Following along with the general trend 
of  refinement, however, pants and 
jackets or coats should be slim-fitting 
and tailored to your body type—in 
other words, nothing excessively loose 
or baggy. I would describe this trend 
as a mix between the 1950s wise guy 
and a punky look from the 1980s. So 
how can you, a guy in college, recreate 
this trend without looking like an extra 
from Grease? Consider wearing a black 
v-neck or button-down under a black 
wool or leather jacket and pairing these 
with medium wash jeans and black 
combat boots. It’s edgy without being 
over the top (maybe consider leaving the 
chains and eyeliner at home).

Top three practical trends 
for guys in fall

GINIKA AGBIM

SCENE FASHION COLUMNISTU-City Grill is sizzling and fantastic; 
truly a hidden jewel in St. Louis. I had heard 
mixed reviews about this Korean restaurant 
on the Delmar Loop and never gotten the 
chance to give it a try until last week, but I’m 
sure I’ll go again.

U-City Grill is located at the end of  
the Loop, on the western side, near the 
Washington University 560 Building.

The restaurant is small, with a large 
cross-counter griddle used to churn out the 
delicious food. When you step inside, it’s as 
though you have entered a small diner in a 
busy street of  Seoul or New York City. You 
can watch as your food is prepared right 
in front of  you. This restaurant is not ideal 
for romantic dates and not recommended 
for large parties, as the lighting is poor and 
the linoleum countertops leave something 
to be desired. But if  you and a couple of  
adventurous friends want a quick, delicious 
and cheap meal, this restaurant is the place 
to go. 

For dinner, there are only eight Korean 
entrees on the menu, but they are all classics. 
I ordered the Bulgogi Beef  and Chicken 
Combination plate for a jaw-droppingly low 

$6.45. My friend ordered the Bibimbap with 
extra meat at a similar price.

The Bulgogi Combination plate consists 
of  Korean spiced beef  and chicken, 
shredded cucumbers and bean sprouts piled 
on top of  steamed white rice. It is definitely 
enough to fill you for lunch or dinner. 
The chicken reminds me of  Sarku Japan’s 
teriyaki chicken with a slightly different 
twist. The Bulgogi Beef  is the signature dish 
in this restaurant and is a famous Korean 
dish that any meat-lover should try. I wolfed 
down the entire plate without looking up 
or stopping for conversation—the sign of  a 
truly good meal.

I tasted the Bibimbap as well. This bowl 
contains beef, vegetables and (surprise!) 
a sunny-side-up egg on rice mixed with 
Korean hot sauce. The beef  in this dish is the 
same Bulgogi beef, but the hot sauce gives 
the meat a completely different flavor. Extra 
meat on this dish is only 99 cents and very 
worth it.

But there’s a catch to all this amazing 
food. Cash is requested, so be prepared—be 
sure to visit an ATM beforehand.

ANDONG CHENG

SCENE COLUMNIST

Write to Andong Cheng at 

ANDONG.CHENG@STUDLIFE.COM

Write to Ginika Agbim at 

GINIKA.AGBIM@STUDLIFE.COM

Stepping
OutU City Grill

6696 Enright Ave.
(314) 721-3073

★★★✮✩
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cadenza
The second (and fi nal) part of Cadenza’s look back at summer 
music. Like we said last time, Cadenza wanted to fi nd the best 
selections from summer ’10, but we hit some snags on the 
way. First, we had no love for August releases. Like, seriously, 
none. The summer heated up early but, unlike St. Louis, cooled 
down with the passing weeks. We also discovered that whether 
you’re a fan of hip-hop, punk or the blues, there was something 
for you this summer.

The National
‘High Violet’
May 10

I’ve spent the past three months with 
The National’s soft and dark crooning 
in my headphones on essentially a daily 
basis, from the persistent drum beats 
of  “Conversation 16” to the soothing 
melody of  “Runaway.” But the most 
impressive display here is Matt Beringer’s 
lyrics, which manage to veer from the 
neuroses and paranoia of  “Say you stay 
at home alone with the flu/find out 
from friends that wasn’t true” to the 
very next track’s serenity of  “Go out at 
night with your headphones on, again/
walk through the Manhattan valleys of  
the dead,” from “Anyone’s Ghost.” With 
track names like “Terrible Love” and 

“Sorrow,” it’s safe to assume the album 
would be anything but light listening, but 
although “High Violet” is mournful, it’s 
never whiny.  And although it’s calm, it’s 
never boring—even after listening to it all 
summer. 

–Adam Segal

Drake
‘Thank Me Later’ 
June 15

More than a year after the wildly popular 
mixtape “So Far Gone,” up-and-coming 
hip-hop superstar Drake released his 
first official album, “Thank Me Later,” 
earlier this summer.  Due to the singer’s 
previous chart-toppers like “Best I Ever 
Had” and “Successful,” expectations 
for Drake soared to incredible heights, 
beyond what we’ve seen in the rap 
community in quite some time.  
Unfortunately, we set the bar too high.  
While “Thank Me Later” is a quality 
album, it fails to transcend into greatness.  
The album certainly has some excellent 
tracks, such as the Kanye-produced 

“Show Me a Good Time,” a soulful duet 
with The-Dream in “Shut It Down” and 
an insane verse by Drake in “Miss Me.” 
Drizzy is the best young lyricist and 
rhymer in the game and on his way to 
further stardom, but “Thank Me Later” 
is only a small step forward. 

–Billy Chapman

Sleigh Bells
‘Treats’
May 11

A noise pop band that describes their 
songs as “sonic assault” may sound 
as though they don’t appeal to a wide 
fan base. While these descriptions are 
certainly accurate, Sleigh Bells began 
attracting online buzz last year when 
they released a few rough cuts of  songs. 
On “Treats,” they’ve cleaned up a bit 
of  the distortion and presented a fully 
polished album. The result is hypnotizing, 
danceable and insanely catchy. The 
duo, composed of  Derek Miller and 
Allison Krauss, combine Miller’s frenetic, 
vigorously distorted electric guitar 

with Krauss’ ethereal vocals to loud, 
dizzying effect. Songs such as “Tell ‘Em,” 

“Infinity Guitars,” “Rachel” (where 
Krauss’ constant, repetitive breaths are 
used as the primary percussion) and “Rill 
Rill,” arguably the most accessible and 
conventionally catchy song on the album 
that still manages to retain their distinct 
sound, will be stuck in your head—and 
on your iPod—for weeks. 

–Hannah Schwartz

Tokyo Police Club
‘Champ’
June 8

“Champ” is a rare summer album for all 
moods. In 12 songs, they capture the 
exuberance of  a new day, the contented 
calm of  evening and the melancholy 
of  summer’s end. Upbeat tunes like 

“Favorite Color” and the chirrupy electro-
pop of  “Bambi” are perfect for steering 
wheel drumming while the serenely 
dejected “Hands Reversed” should have 
been the last song on everyone’s end-
of-summer mixes. On only their second 
studio release, TPC have imbued their 
songs with this push-and-pull of  emotion 
that paints a clear picture of  nostalgia 
and carefree living. “Champ” also 
carries the distinction of  being an album 
with vastly different songs that create 
a cohesive album. No two songs sound 
the same, though they touch on similar 
themes, and they avoid the pitfall of  
having that one-song-in-the-middle-that-
everyone-skips. You’ll have two or three 
favorites the first time you listen, but 
with repeated spins each track will find 
a place in your heart and in your Top 25 
Most Played. 

–Cici Coquillette

The Black Keys
‘Brothers’
May 18

Sweaty blues hot as the Delta in late July 
once again prevail on the newest offering 
from spring 2009 W.I.L.D. headliners 
The Black Keys. “Brothers” is more 
sober and, well, bluesy than the duo’s 
previous releases, both lyrically and 
musically. But don’t mistake solemnity 
for dullness—if  TBK are going to write 
about a scorned lover, they’re going to 
color it with violent revenge and call it 

“Ten Cent Pistol,” an album stand-out. 
And while “Brothers” has more medium-
tempo songs than its predecessors, there 
are enough faster blues shuffles to keep 
the listener interested. Former producer 
Danger Mouse (of  Gnarls Barkley) 
only took a guest-producer’s role on 
this record, but his fingerprints are 
everywhere and indicative of  the careful 
production that went into this music. 
Auerbach and Carney’s real hero, though, 
is the many incarnations of  the Single 
Man—left by his lover, alone in the 
world but for his faithful blues brother. 

–Steve Hardy 
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Summer music 
2010 in review

Everything you think you know about 
all-female rock bands is wrong.

Don’t believe me? Go check out Girl in 
a Coma when they drop by St. Louis for a 
show at the Firebird September 5, and you 
may change your tune (pun intended). 

The group, based in San Antonio, is 
currently signed with Joan Jett’s Blackheart 
Record label and derives their name from 
the popular Smiths’ song “Girl in a Coma,” 
a fun fact that alternative junkies will most 
likely notice. 

Style-wise, they’re hard to pigeonhole. 
But, just as convergence journalism is fast 
becoming the ideal for the news industry, 
the ability to combine several genres, and 
combine them well, is a golden ability and 
an agent’s dream. 

And you better believe these girls 
deliver.

Nina Diaz’s (lead vocals/guitar) vocal 
method is reminiscent of  old style jazz, a 
quality rarely seen in today’s music world. 
At the same time, she appears to be pulled 
out of  the ’80s without seeming dated. Her 
sister Phanie (percussion) keeps the beat 
with punchy and consistent drumming 
and Jenn Alva (bass/second vocals) adds 
pleasant vocal harmonies. 

Be sure to listen for “Clumsy Sky,” as 
Nina handles the dreamlike introduction 
in such a way that you’ll be swept up in the 
song. Their new album, “Static Mind” is an 
assertive alt-rock ditty with a melody that, 
personally, I can’t get out of  my head. And 
I dare you not to sway when you hear the 
slow, vocal driven “El Monte.”

The show starts at 8 p.m., and tickets 
will run about $10 to $12.

Liven your autumn with Girl in a Coma
MOLLY SEVCIK

CADENZA REPORTER

WILLIAM THOMAS | FLICKR

Girl in a Coma performs at the Double Door 

in Chicago in April 2010.

Write to Molly Sevick at 

MOLLY.SEVCIK@STUDLIFE.COM
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