
St. Louis County voters over-
whelmingly approved Proposition 
A, a sales tax measure for Metro, 
with substantial student support 
on Tuesday, sending supporters 
gathered at Washington Univer-
sity into celebration and paving 
the way for the expansion of tran-
sit service in the St. Louis region.

“It’s a blowout,” said Rose 
Windmiller, the director of state 
relations and local government 
affairs at Washington University 
and a Prop A supporter, as stu-
dents started a chant of “Metro! 
Metro! Metro!” in the back-
ground. “It feels tremendous.”

The fi nal vote was 62.9 per-
cent “yes” to 37.1 percent “no.” 
With 84.8 percent of the vote 
counted by 10 p.m., the “yes” 
vote was 62.2 percent and the 
“no” vote was 37.8 percent, 
meaning a margin that support-
ers and opponents acknowledged 
was insurmountable with just 15 
percent of precincts having not 
reported.

More than 100 supporters 
who were gathered in the Dan-
forth University Center’s Tisch 
Commons for an election watch 
party embraced and broke out 
into cheering as Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton, Chesterfi eld Mayor 
John Nations and Citizens for 
Modern Transit Executive Direc-
tor Tom Shrout took the podium 
just after 10 p.m. The three hailed 
the proposition’s passage as a 
victory for the St. Louis region’s 
residents, students and businesses 
and not for candidates or parties.

“We win,” Wrighton said to 
thunderous applause. “St. Louis 
has made an investment in its 
future. We will all be rewarded.”

Prop A will raise the St. Louis 
County sales tax by 0.5 percent 
and trigger a 0.25 percent tax in 
the city, raising nearly $80 mil-
lion a year for future light-rail 
expansion and for restoring the 
service that Metro cut on March 
30, 2009.

The outcome represented a 
hard-fought, long-sought victory 
for supporters, after similar tax 

The South 40 is not the 
only place where changes are 
happening. Cupples II, which 
currently houses Washing-
ton University’s School of 
Engineering, will undergo 
an interior renovation this 
September.

Most of the departments 
in the School of Engineer-
ing & Applied Science will 
move to the new Brauer 
Hall, which was completed 
recently in spring 2010, and 
the newly renovated Cupples 
II will become an Arts & Sci-
ences building.

Faculties from certain 
departments of the engi-
neering school, such as 

the Energy, Environmen-
tal & Chemical Engineering 
(EECE) and the Electrical 
and Systems Engineering 
(ESE) departments will move 
to Bryan Hall and Jolley Hall, 
according to Mike Altepeter, 
the assistant dean of the engi-
neering school.

The renovation to Cou-
ples II is scheduled to be 
completed in July 2011, 
according to Tom Simmons, 
the director of facilities for 
Arts & Sciences.

“The entire building will 
be renovated,” Simmons 
said. “There’ll be a couple 
of minor things on the out-
side, but 99 percent of the 
work will be inside. There’ll 
be new drywall partitions to 
create new sizes and shapes 
of rooms.”

Eight new state-of-the-
art pool classrooms will be 
constructed according to 
Simmons. The term “pool” 
is used to defi ne classrooms 
that will be shared among the 
departments of the College of 
Arts & Sciences.

The goal of renovating 
Cupples II is to create more 

and better classrooms, to pro-
vide a consolidated space for 
the College of Arts & Sci-
ences, and to add new space 
for the graduate school and 
also the Offi ce of Undergrad-
uate Research, according to 
Simmons.

“The building was cho-
sen [to be renovated] because 
fi rst, it was going to be avail-
able because the School of 
Engineering is moving out, 
and second, it’s a great central 
location for our administra-
tive offi ces,” Simmons said.

The renovated interi-
ors of Cupples II will also 
make it an environmen-
tally sustainable building 
with at least a silver certifi -
cate in Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design 
(LEED), a green building-
rating system developed 
by the U.S. Green Building 
Council. 

“It will be at the least 
LEED silver, [although] 
we’re still hopeful that 
we can obtain gold,” said 
Simmons. 

Zombie hands, skyscrap-
ers and Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry. What 
do they all have in common? 
All have been made into cake 
creations by cake artist Jef-
frey Adam “Duff” Goldman, 
who came to speak to students 
in Graham Chapel on Mon-
day as part of the Congress of 

the South 40’s (CS40) Spring 
South 40 Week of festivities.

Goldman is the star of the  
Food Network’s reality televi-
sion show Ace of Cakes. He 
is the owner of Charm City 
Cakes, a cake shop and bak-
ery in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Along with a team of artists, 
Goldman designs and creates 
one-of-a-kind cakes.

Goldman opened Charm 
City Cakes in 2000. Back 
then, it was operated out of 
his house with the help of 

two assistants. According to 
Goldman, he only opened this 
impromptu bakery in order to 
fund his indie rock band, So I 
Had To.

In his appearance at Gra-
ham Chapel, Goldman took 
questions from members of 
CS40 and the audience. 

A central theme of Gold-
man’s answers was the concept 
of art. In his perspective, Gold-
man sees his craft and the work 
of his employees as an art.

“Everyone has an idea 

about art,” he said. “If I didn’t 
know my craft, I wouldn’t 
know my art. My art will suck 
if my craft sucks.”

This same philosophy car-
ries through to the staff seen in 
episodes of “Ace of Cakes.”

“You’ve seen my staff,” 
Goldman said. “They’re 
pretty much awesome. I have 
an artistic staff. They are not 
motivated by money. They are 
there to do the work, even if it 
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Ace of Cakes sweetens Monday

Everyone has an idea about art. If I 

didn’t know my craft, I wouldn’t know my 

art. My art will suck if my craft sucks.

David Messenger
News Editor

See DUFF, page 3

Voters OK Prop A
with student help
Puneet Kollipara
Enterprise Editor

Proposed bike plan   
solicits student input

Bikes whizzing by on cam-
pus may be a thing of the past. 
A proposed plan seeks to end 
congestion on main campus and 
allow bicyclists and pedestrians 
to coexist more peacefully.

According to Sarah Stan-
ton, project coordinator for 
the Department of Facilities 
Planning and Management, 
the University has been talk-
ing to Great Rivers Greenway 
(GRG), a group dedicated to 
“developing a Bicycle Master 
Plan for the St. Louis region,” 
since 2005 about implement-
ing a bicycle policy. GRG 
has created plans extending 
from Skinker along Forsyth to 
Brown Hall and north from the 
Ackert Walkway to the Loop. 
The University has, according 
to Stanton, only recently made 
signifi cant progress in planning 
the infrastructure and policy for 
the plan.

“We thought it was impor-
tant to come up with a policy 
that would develop both a com-
prehensive and a consistent 
strategy relative to bicycles on 

campus,” Stanton said.
If the policy is implemented, 

Forsyth will be modifi ed from 
its current format to include 
two separate pathways —one 
for pedestrians and a wider path 
for bicyclists.

The plan calls for a path 
around the perimeter of campus 
and for bicycle nodes, which, 
according to Stanton, will be 
locations dedicated not only to 
convenient bicycle parking but 
also to establishing a means of 
interaction among students.

Executive Vice Chancellor 
for Administration Henry Web-
ber stressed that the goal for 
this plan is to promote environ-
mental sustainability. 

“One of our strategies is 
to reduce greenhouse gases 
by promoting means of trans-
portation other than driving,” 
Webber said. “Promoting bicy-
cling is a component of that.”

Webber also hopes that the 
plan can promote safety on 
campus and allow for a less 
congested community.

“The plan over time is to 
separate walkers, cars and 
bicyclists to make travel safer,” 
Webber said.

Student participation has 

been encouraged throughout 
the process. There is currently 
a focus group consisting of stu-
dents, administrators involved 
in the planning process and 
student groups directly or indi-
rectly affected by bicycles on 
campus.

Freshman Student Union 
Senate Speaker Mamatha Challa 
has worked with the Depart-
ment of Facilities Planning 
and Management in adjusting 
the plan to create compromises 
between the administration and 
students in the plan. She had 
originally worked on a plan 
in the Senate to implement a 
bicycle-sharing system on cam-
pus. When she heard about the 
administration’s bicycle plan, 
she helped with the creation 
of the focus group, in order to 
make the process as open to stu-
dents as possible.

“The purpose of this focus 
group is more than input,” 
Challa said. “We want students 
who will give constructive 
criticism.”

Most of the criticism for 
the plan has centered around 
the pedestrian core of campus. 

Jack Marshall 
Staff Reporter

See BIKES, page 3

COURTESY OF ARCTURIS 
A map showing the proposed master plan for the bike routes.

Cupples II set to undergo 
renovations and become
LEED-certifi ed ArtSci building

Jennifer Wei
Staff Reporter

School of 
Engineering 

moves to newly 
constructed 
Brauer Hall

Dr. I. Jerome Flance, 
physician, professor and com-
munity activist passed away 
last Friday, at the age of 98.

Flance died of old age and 
left a long legacy, which was 
commemorated at his funeral 
this Tuesday. 

Flance was heavily 
connected to Washington Uni-
versity throughout his life. He 
moved from New York to St. 
Louis to attend the University, 
receving a bachelor’s degree 
in 1931 and a medical degree 
in 1935.

After performing his 

residencies, his involvement at 
the University continued, as he 
became a renowned professor 
and physician at the Universi-
ty’s medical school. 

When Flance retired, he 
had taught for more than 60 
years at the medical school 
and had become a professor 
emeritus of clinical medicine. 

“He was an extraordi-
nary—and I use that word 
carefully—truly extraordi-
nary teacher, who not only 
practiced medicine as no one 
else whom I had ever seen, but 
could also teach it and provide 
a role model better than any-
one I have ever known,” said 
Kenneth Ludmerer, professor 
of medicine.

In addition, he was also a 
well-respected doctor, spe-
cializing in the lungs. Flance 
became the director of the 
Wash. U. Pulmonary Service 
at St. Louis Hospitals.

His colleagues noticed 
his great work at the medi-
cal school. “He was the fi nest 
physician I have personally 
known,” Ludmerer said. “He 
was a diagnostic genius. He 
had [an] extraordinary abil-
ity to obtain information from 
patients and to make compli-
cated decisions, especially 
when the course of what to do 
was uncertain, as it frequently 
is in medicine.”

His contributions are not 

Medical school’s Flance passes away
Lauren Olens
News Editor

See FLANCE, page 3

See CUPPLES, page 3

See ELECTION, page 2

Jeffrey Adam “Duff” Goldman, speaks to students in Graham Chapel on Monday as part of 
Congress of the South 40’s Spring South 40 Week of festivities. 
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proposals failed in 1997 and 2008. 
And students and administrators, 
who were elated and exhausted 
after several days of mobilization 
efforts, said the measure’s pas-
sage means students, faculty and 
workers at the University will be 
better connected to the region.

“This is an opportunity for 
Wash. U. to continue its strong 
connections to the community, to 
really connect with St. Louis and 
to grow as an institution,” said Liz 
Kramer, an administrative fellow 
who spearheaded the student-led 

pro-Prop A campaign.
A small group of opponents 

gathered at Caldwell’s on the 
Plaza in Frontenac. St. Louis Tea 
Party leader Gina Loudon, the 
wife of former state Sen. John 

Loudon, R-Chesterfi eld, said 
opponents “were tremendously 
disappointed, but I’m not alto-
gether surprised.” She added that 
the opposition had already started 
discussing how to make sure that 
Metro was accountable to the 
public, amid their concerns that 
Metro did not have a concrete 
plan for the tax money.

Metro CEO Bob Baer pledged 
accountability, saying the victory 
was a vote of confi dence by the 
public. “We promise and pledge 
public accountability, transpar-

ency and the provision of the best 
service we can possibly provide,” 
Baer said.

With the future of public tran-
sit and sales taxes in the region 
on the line, both supporters and 

opponents were nervous and 
optimistic while they waited for 
results. But as precincts started 
reporting and the “yes” vote far 
exceeded the “no” vote, support-
ers grew more optimistic and 
opponents realized they faced 
overwhelming odds.

Tuesday’s turnout was 22 
percent, two percentage points 
higher than what county offi cials 
predicted. Kramer said Tuesday 
afternoon that the Westgate poll-
ing place was empty, but other 
student volunteers reported a 
steady stream of student vot-
ers at polling places on and near 
campus.

Turnout in other parts of St. 
Louis County was described 
as light, especially in West and 
South counties. In an early, pos-
itive sign for Prop A supporters, 
turnout in South County, whose 
voters likely lean toward “no,” 
was described as very light by 
multiple campaign leaders on 
both sides. But supporters said 
they needed substantial turnout 
in North County and Mid County 
and at Washington University 
and other schools to have a good 
chance of passage.

Students and administrators 
leading pro-Prop A efforts worked 
feverishly Tuesday to turn out as 
many students as possible before 
polls closed at 7 p.m. Meanwhile, 

the cash-starved local opposition 
called and e-mailed supporters 
and tried to gain as much media 
exposure as possible.

Campus transit advocates’ 
efforts and the administration’s 
efforts made up one facet of the 
broader push by regional Prop A 
supporters. The Advance St. Louis 
campaign, though not offi cially 
affi liated with the student-run 
efforts, spent close to $1 million, 
thanks in part to $75,000 in con-
tributions from the University. 
Local organizations conducted 
their own turnout efforts as well.

Loudon and Prop A opponent 
John Burns said they were proud 
of the opposition’s volunteers no 
matter the outcome, because the 
opposition campaign had less 
than $1,000 in the bank and sup-
porters spent almost $1 million. 
But the measure’s passage dealt 
a blow to some Tea Partiers who 
felt that the outcome would be an 
indicator of how strong the Tea 
Party’s organization is.

Prop A campaign leaders 
never questioned whether stu-
dents would be supportive of the 
measure, given their overwhelm-
ing support of Proposition M, 
a similar tax proposal in 2008 
that failed by three percentage 
points. Rather, the question was 
whether they would turn out in 
an April election—which is why 

supporters focused their fi nal 
efforts on educating and remind-
ing as many students about the 
election as possible.

Since Sunday, student leaders 
here carried out a mobilization 
effort that included social net-
working, handing out buttons 
and fl iers, posting signs on cam-
pus, dorm-storming on Sunday 
and having volunteers stationed 
at the Underpass and other high-
traffi c areas on Election Day.

The reminders even extended 
to campus eateries, which sold 
hundreds of MetroBus-decorated 
cookies, according to Tom Dixon, 
the DUC manager for Dining Ser-
vices. He added that two students 
had bought more than 10 each at 
Café Bergson. And many Bon 
Appétit chefs continued to sport 
Metro buttons as they had in 
recent weeks.

It was clear by midday Tues-
day that polling places on and 
near campus were getting more 
traffi c than other areas in St. 
Louis County. Sophomore Arielle 
Klagsbrun, a Prop A supporter 
who was stationed at the Ursa’s 
Café polling place, said about 360 
people had voted there by 4:45 
p.m. and the pace was picking up 
as students got out of class. “It’s 
expected that Ursa’s might be one 
of top polling places,” Klagsbrun 
said. “We really truly have done 
the best we could on this campus, 
and we’re hopeful.”

Senior Will Fischer said 
roughly 33 students had voted at 
Our Lady of the Lourdes Church 
between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.

A number of opinion articles 
and columns were published in 
campus media in recent weeks, 
urging students to vote, and Wrigh-
ton and other school offi cials sent 
e-mails to students, faculty, staff 
and alumni. Wrighton also made 
numerous media appearances and 
appeared in a recent pro-transit 
TV commercial.

While most submissions told 
students to vote yes, two people—
Prop A opponents Tom Sullivan 

and Burns—told students to vote 
no, over concerns about the tax’s 
impact on low-income families 
during the recession and concerns 
that Metro has no concrete long-
term plan. “The only responsible 
choice is a ‘no’ vote,” Sullivan 
said in a statement on Sunday.

The opposition set up phone 
banks, according to Sullivan, the 
spokesman of the Public Transit 
Accountability Project. Burns and 
Sullivan have both said they tried 
to gain as much media exposure 
as possible to get their message 
out. Loudon said opponents also 
got the word out by e-mail, Face-
book and Twitter.

Supporters argued that the tax 
would cost only $50 per year for 
the average St. Louis County fam-
ily, and that the benefi ts provided 
by increased transit service would 
outweigh the $50 cost. They also 
reject claims that there is no plan 
for how the tax money would be 
spent.

“There were promises made 
to [St. Louis County voters] in this 
campaign,” Nations, the leader of 
the Advance St. Louis campaign, 
told supporters in the DUC. “We 
told them what a ‘no’ vote would 
mean, we told them what a ‘yes’ 
vote would mean, and tonight we 
have a ‘yes’ vote.”

Regional Prop A supporters 
emphasized turning out voters in 
North County, an area that Katie 
Jansen-Larson of Metropolitan 
Congregations United described 
as having “a lot more Prop M sup-
porters than Prop M voters” in the 
November 2008 election.

Jansen-Larson said her orga-
nization had six phone banks 
and planned to call around 4,000 
members of MCU to encourage 
them to vote “yes.”

The local division of the Ser-
vice Employees International 
Union also played a substantial 
role in mobilizing voters. Division 
Vice President Nancy Cross said 
the union represents all Washing-
ton University janitors.

The Bernard Becker Medical Library at Washington 
University School of Medicine invites you to the...

18th Historia Medica Lecture

“Diagnosing Sex:  
The Theories and Contributions of Paracelsus 
(1493-1541) To Pharmacological Medicine”

Amy Eisen Cislo, PhD
Lecturer in Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies
Washington University

Thursday, April 15th , 2010, 5:30 p.m. 

Reception will follow the lecture:
Bernard Becker Medical Library

7th Floor, Kenton King Center
Washington University School of Medicine

600 South Euclid Avenue
St. Louis, MO  63110

314-362-4235

BERNARD BECKER
Medical Library

ROBERTS
PLACE LOFTS

Y O U R  P L AC E  F O R  C E N T R A L LO F T  L I V I N G

Apply now! Starting at $680

314 367 7431
800 Arlington Ave, St. Louis MO 63112

New Kitchens Free ParkingFitness centerFree Internet

Gated community with 24 hour surveillance 
Pool, Spa, Community Room, & Half Basketball Court

$500
off your 1st month
present this coupon, 1 per lease.  
offer expires May 1, 2010
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Fox steps down from GOP position

Sam Fox, for whom the Sam Fox School of Design and 
Visual Arts is named, resigned from his fundraising position 
with the GOP on Monday. He resigned after it was discov-
ered that the Republican National Committee (RNC) and RNC 
Chairman Michael Steele spent more than $2,000 on meals at a 
sex-themed nightclub event in Los Angeles. Fox was one of the 
RNC’s largest fundraisers, and he was apparently having trou-
ble convincing people to donate to the party. Other members 
have also resigned, including RNC Chief of Staff Ken McKay. 
(Lauren Olens)

DISTURBANCE—April 5, 5:51 a.m.
Location: UMRATH HOUSE
Summary: Witness reported that a 
subject had thrown a bike lock through 
one of the windows of Umrath House. 
Student was identifi ed.
Disposition: Cleared by arrest.

AUTO ACCIDENT—April 5, 5:12 
p.m.
Location: DANFORTH GARAGE
Summary: Parked vehicle struck. No 
injuries.
Disposition: Cleared.

ACCIDENTAL INJURY—April 5, 
6:45 p.m.
Location: DANFORTH CAMPUS
Summary: Accidental injury.  
Disposition: Cleared.

FUGITIVE ARREST—April 6, 1:10 
a.m.
Location: MALLINCKRODT
Summary: Offi cers responded 
to reports of a suspicious person 
wandering around the Mallinckrodt 
Center. Offi cers located the subject, 
who had outstanding warrants for 
larceny.
Disposition: Cleared by arrest.

Scattered Storm

High 71

Low 45

weatherforecast

Wednesday 7

Partly Cloudy

High 60

Low 40

Changes in birth rates

Updated government fi gures of 2008 U.S. birth rates on 
Tuesday indicate a trend of rising birth rates among women in 
their forties.

The birth rate for women in their 40s rose 4 percent in 2008, 
the highest rise since 1967. Meanwhile, birth rates fell for teen 
mothers and women in their 20s and 30s. 

U.S. teen birth rates fell 2 percent in 2008, the fi rst annual 
decline in births since the beginning of the decade. This phenom-
enon is likely caused by the recession. The rise in birth rates for 
older women may be because women in their 40s feel they don’t 
have time to wait for better economic conditions.

“Women are postponing births to those later ages, above 40,” 
said James Trussell, director of Princeton University’s Offi ce of 
Population Research. “You get to the point where the biologi-
cal clock starts ticking and people realize they have to do it,” he 
said. (Jennifer Wei)

Canadian dollar surpasses US dollar
The Canadian Dollar climbed above the greenback Tuesday and 

is likely to climb higher at a steady pace.  
In 2007, the Canadian dollar rose sharply past the U.S. dollar 

for the fi rst time in 31 years, pushing the U.S. dollar to a low at 
C$0.9065, but then dropped quickly shortly afterward. This time, 
however, the gains are likely to be sustained.

Canada’s economy driven by commodities likely benefi ted 
from the global economic upturn. But this growth may mean higher 
infl ation, which is already higher than the Bank of Canada’s tar-
get rate. 

So far this week, the U.S. dollar has traded between C$0.9988 
and C$1.0050. (Jennifer Wei)

Petroleum, Poverty and Politics: 
NGO Strategies to fi ght the “Resource 
Curse”
Seigle 204, 6 p.m.
Come hear Oxfam America’s Ian Gary 
present. Gary just returned from Ghana 
and has new insights on Extractive 
Industries.

Jamie Kennedy Comes to Campus
Graham Chapel, 8–10 p.m.
CPC Presents Jamie Kennedy. He will 
give a free stand-up performance!

THURSDAY 8

Last Lecture
McDonnell 162, 7–8:30 p.m.
Dean Ewan Harrison will answer the 
following question: If this was your last 
time to tell students something, what 
would it be? 

Open cheerleading gym
The Fieldhouse, 8–10 p.m.
The Wash. U. cheerleading team is 
holding open gyms. Attend these to learn 
cool cheerleading stunts!

Malibu’s Most Wanted
DUC Fun Room, 8–9:30 p.m.
Watch Malibu’s Most Wanted with CPC 
and Filmboard to prepare for Jamie 
Kennedy’s Thursday performance. 
Kennedy stars in this movie as a rap star.

WEDNESDAY 7

Local

National

International

ELECTION from page 1

Students celebrate the passage of Proposition A in the DUC.
MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE
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requires staying late.”
Goldman also highlighted the 

fact that Charm City Cakes origi-
nally became a success without a 
clear business model. Goldman 
does not have any background 
in business, but his model is one 
in which the customer should 
always be made happy.

“We make nice cakes. We’re 
nice to people,” he said. “It’s our 
business model; it works. I don’t 
know anything about business.”

Several members of the 
audience asked questions about 
baking and cooking. While Gold-
man was not specifi c about how 
beginning bakers could improve, 
he simply advised audience 
members to practice.

“Practice. Do it over and 
over,” he said. “Do it ’til you get 
it right. Buy a book on how to 
decorate cakes. It’s a pain in the 
ass; it’s not easy.” 

Although on the show it 

might appear as though Gold-
man comes up with the ideas 
for his cakes, oftentimes, unique 
ideas for cakes come directly 
from the consumer.

“A lot of inspiration comes 
from the people asking us to 
make cakes,” he said. “They 
tell us what they want, we draw 
them a picture and then we sit 
down and talk about it.”

At this stage, while Goldman 
and his team are usually able to 
envision a design, sometimes 
they are not.

“Sometimes, after agreeing 
with the customer, we go, ‘Whoa, 
we don’t know how to make this. 
What were you thinking?’”

Goldman was also asked 
about the ways in which the real-
ity show has changed his life. 

“My personal style really 
hasn’t changed since high 
school,” he quipped. “I try not to 
let [being on the TV show] affect 

me. I try to hold to not being any-
thing different from four years 
ago when I started fi lming. The 
biggest thing is staying true to 
yourself. I am not a TV star; I 
am a cake decorator.” 

Goldman was frank when 
answering students’ questions 
and did not hold anything back.

“I’m very candid,” he said. 
“If everyone thinks I talk like 
I do on a G-rated TV show, 
beware.”

Students agreed with his 
comments about the way he 
talked. 

“He’s a very funny guy—
very blunt,” freshman Jessica 
Filderman said. 

Other students also liked 
additional aspects of his 
personality.

“Duff is a really cool guy. It 
surprised me how down-to-earth 
he was, and I just love his atti-
tude,” junior Kelsey Robb said.

DUFF from page 1

The core stretches from Seigle 
to Brookings and covers most 
of the campus between Forsyth 
and the North Side. Accord-
ing to Stanton, the core is 
intended to improve effi ciency 
and reduce congestion on main 
campus. 

“We want to make the 
perimeter routes more effi cient 
options for students to get from 
point A to point B instead of 
having to go around pedestri-
ans in the main core,” Stanton 
said.

“Even though I am con-
cerned as a pedestrian about 
being run over, I am also con-
cerned about bicyclists being 
inconvenienced,” Challa said. 
“Even though the safety con-
cern makes sense, I do not think 
it makes sense to implement 
a core.” According to Stan-
ton, the main pushback from 

students about the core is travel 
time between classes.

“That’s where the design of 
these nodes becomes critical,” 
Stanton said. “The goal is not to 
make their time less effective. 
It’s possible that they can travel 
around the core, park their bicy-
cle and go to class.”

Challa is thus far pleased 
with the cooperation between 
students and the administra-
tion on this issue, as compared 
to the tobacco ban, a ban that 
she believes the administration 
approved while failing to obtain 
student input.

“This is not a closed pro-
cess,” Challa said. “We are 
working collaboratively with 
the administration to make sure 
that the students are properly 
represented.”

Stanton said that the plan 
will be a phased process. The 

goal is to implement the path 
along Forsyth, as well as the 
temporary path through campus 
connecting the Forsyth path and 
the GRG path to Delmar, this 
summer. Nodes and additional 
parts of the perimeter route are 
planned for the second year, 
while the third year will con-
sist of reviewing the design and 
adding the remaining nodes.

Plans and maps are cur-
rently conceptual and await 
more student input, according 
to Stanton. She and Challa both 
hope that a compromise can be 
reached to create the best pos-
sible bicycle plan for students. 
Students interested in becoming 
involved in the focus groups 
for implementing the plans 
can e-mail Challa or any other 
students, groups or administra-
tors participating in the focus 
group.

BIKES from page 1

Currently, there are four 
LEED-certifi ed buildings on 
campus, which include the 
Earth and Planetary Sciences 
Building, Seigle Hall, Village 
East and the Danforth Univer-
sity Center.

Despite these elaborate 
plans, however, no budget 
estimation has been made, 

according to Simmons.
Engineering students see 

the school moving to Brauer 
Hall as being a mostly positive 
experience, only with some 
negative consequences.

“The facilities [in Cupples 
II] are kind of old. The building 
itself is also older compared to 
other buildings I’ve been to 

on campus. I’m really excited 
about the advanced technolo-
gies they will use in the new 
building,” said Xueyang Hu, 
an engineering student who 
often goes to Cupples II for his 
computer science lab. “[How-
ever], Brauer Hall is kind of 
far away for people living on 
the 40.”

CUPPLES from page 1

only proven by his accom-
plishments, but also by his 
multi-faceted passions.

“He had an extraordinary 
passion for medicine and pas-
sion for people that is very 
diffi cult to describe […] He 
loved medicine. You could 
not be around him and not be 
inspired by what a wonderful 
career this is,” Ludmerer said.

Ludmerer stressed Flance’s 
devotion to his patients. “I was 
coming home from a trip…and 
I passed by the medical cen-
ter. It’s about 11 on a Friday 
night, and I walked through 
the emergency room to get to 
my offi ce. And there …is [Dr. 
Flance], in his mid-80s at the 
time, comforting a patient and 
the patient’s family,” Ludmerer 
said. 

Flance received many 
awards for his contributions to 
the medical school. In 1994, 
Flance received the 2nd Century 
Award, which according to the 
University’s Web site is annu-
ally awarded to “individuals 
whose long-term commitment 
and participation truly have 
made a difference, enabling 
the School of Medicine to look 
to the future with strength and 
confi dence.” In 2002, he also 
was given an honorary degree 
for a doctorate of humanities at 
the University.

The awards have not only 
simply been given to Flance, 
however; many awards have 
actually been named after him 
as well. In 1976, the Jerome 
Flance Visiting Lectureship was 
created in order for the Division 
of Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Medicine to bring a physician 
to campus for several days to 
hold activities with students. 

Furthermore, without Flance, 
fundraising efforts would not be 
nearly as successful.

“He has raised—through 
grateful patients and friends 
and colleagues who have been 
grateful to him and inspired by 
him —tens of millions of dol-
lars for the Wash. U. School of 
Medicine,” Ludmerer said.

Flance also aided the larger 
St. Louis community, ensuring 
the development of the Forest 
Park Southeast Neighborhood 
as the school’s special associate 
for community redevelopment.

He received an award from 
Big Brothers Big Sisters for 
assisting with the expansion 
of Barnes-Jewish Hospital. He 
also made the fi rst home care 
program in which care is pro-
vided to patients in their homes 
instead of in hospitals. 

Other of Flance’s com-
munity involvements include 
founding the St. Louis Phy-
sicians Against Air Pollution 

group.
Flance was additionally 

awarded the Gerry and Bob 
Virgil Ethic of Service Award 
for his contributions to his 
community.

Colleagues have many other 
positive memories of Flance. “I 
can tell you that I personally 
always felt better in [Flance’s] 
presence no matter what prob-
lems or concerns of my own I 
might have,” Ludmerer said.

Ludmerer noted Flance’s 
love for the University. “He 
deeply loved Washington Uni-
versity,” Ludmerer said. “He 
would routinely wear his green 
Washington University blazer—
that was his favorite item of 
clothing.”

Michael Holtzman, director 
of the Division of Pulmonary 
and Critical Care Medicine, 
wrote about Jerry’s optimistic 
outlook on life in his eulogy:

“Jerry was a true believer, 
and his glass was always half-
full. Each of his quests was 
underlined with a champagne 
sparkle and a twinkle that was 
at the same time engaging and 
unyielding.”

Flance is survived by his 
wife Rosemary, son Stephen, 
daughter Patty Croughan of St. 
Louis, eight grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren. 

FLANCE from page 1
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The Cupples II building, currently housing the School of Engineering & Applied Science, is 
scheduled to be renovated substantially inside by the summer of 2011. The new Cupples II will 
become an Arts & Sciences building. 



I look like a tomato. Fol-
lowing several walks 
and a picnic last week-
end, my skin is offi cially 

charred. See, it’s been a while 
since I’ve seen the sun in its 
current state and, as a result, I 
let my guard down (my guard 
being SPF 50 sunblock) and 
must deal with the pain until 
it fades. 

In the same manner, I feel 
like I (and I’m hopefully not 
the only one) am starting to 
feel the heat of another round 
of end-of-the-semester essays/
exams and the worry is starting 
to blister.

I have a weird relation-
ship with the sun. He and I get 
along very well all through-
out the year, except during the 
spring/summer months, when 
he decides to redden my skin 
if I hang out with him for more 
than 10 minutes or so with-
out wearing sunblock. I don’t 
know what it is. I have dark 
hair; everyone in my family is 
darkly complexioned. How-
ever, for some reason, I turn 
red, get the slightest of tans 
and fade back to my crazy 
paleness to start the cycle 
of skin cancer over again. 
Because of this, I should have 
learned that I need to be more 
careful when I go outside to 
play stickball with all of my 
friends, but still I go outside 
more often than not with abso-
lutely nothing to defend my 
poor skin from the glare. 

Similarly, I seem to be 
falling into a sort of lulled 
ignorance with the end of 
the semester and the mess of 
assignments that come with 

them. I skip mer-
rily through my 
work, enjoy-
ing (or 
hating) my 
read-
ing and 
notes 
and 
Span-
ish, 
com-
pletely 
unaware 
that as 
soon as it’s 
warm and 
fun enough 
for me to change 
into short sleeves, I will 
regret it.  

I didn’t even realize how 
quickly the semester has 
gone by. We have four weeks 
left? And then fi nals? And 
then my fi rst year here will be 
over, and I’ll go back home 
and probably forget to put on 
sunblock and wind up with a 
raging burn, a week of freckles 
and slight pigmentation, and 
then turn white again.

The harsh UV rays come 
with the failure to acknowl-
edge the end of the semester 
until it’s right before us and 
we fi nd ourselves completely 
stressed out about our two 
or three 10-page papers due 
within a week of each other 
(am I projecting here?). At 
least, what I’m feeling right 
now is an almost complete 
sense of freaking out at the 
thought of getting all these 
done, and it’s making me wish 
I had some shade or sunglasses 
or a parasol or something. The 
worry itself and a lack of ade-
quate preparation are what are 
so charring. 

There are those, however, 

those whom I’ve come to envy, 
like every single cousin I have 
back home, who can skip the 
burn stage and go straight to 
the bronze. I’m not talking 
to you because you guys are 
actually prepared and aware 
without having to try hard, 
which makes me feel terribly 
inadequate.  

However, for those of you 
who share my tender-skinned 
pain, take heart! While, yes, 
exams and huge essays may 
be coming soon and you feel 
that prickly burn on your neck, 
remember, you’re almost done 
with this year. Before we know 
it, we will be on the other side 
of May and the burn will have 
worn off and we’ll be sporting 
the tan of our accomplishments 
and have another year under 
our belt. We can do it, but just 
make sure to keep a watch on 
that mole you got from the 
Orgo exam.

What does Sep-
tember 11, 2001, 
mean for our 
generation—

for those of us currently around 
college age? How did we expe-
rience those events that in the 
minds of many mark a para-
digmatic shift in national and 
world history? When we were 
13 or 12 or 11 or 10 years of 
age, what did the most massive 
terrorist attack we have seen, 
upon the nation in which we 
lived, mean to us?

I am surprised at how lit-
tle I had thought about these 
questions before they were 
brought up to me in a class, by 
Don DeLillo’s novel “Falling 
Man,” and by the photograph 

known by the same name. I 
know just where I was when 
the news was fi rst communi-
cated to me: walking down my 
middle school’s steps after the 
beginning of a school day for 
a dentist appointment, lightly 
singing “I Can’t Get No Satis-
faction.” But I remember my 
reaction not because of the all-
out shock the news caused in 
me, not because of an intimate 
understanding of the horror of 
the event that was taking place, 
but because those around me 
seemed to be affected by such 
shock, because some of the 
most self-possessed adults I 
knew seemed to be shaken in 
a way I had never seen them 
before.

It seems to me that ours 
is the fi rst generation to have 
experienced 9/11 peripher-
ally, secondarily, through 
the eyes of adults who knew 

its signifi cance, without an 
understanding ourselves of 
the reasons why the day’s 
events were, for Americans, an 
unspeakable tragedy. Maybe 
I am just operating from my 
own experience. Maybe the 
kid who read every New York 
Times profi le of the victims 
of the attack is more represen-
tative than I am. But for me, 
when I came back to school on 
the afternoon of September 11, 
and then again on September 
12 and 13, the somberness that 
pervaded the hallways and the 
classrooms, the looks of despair 
on many students’ faces, 
resulted from the signals of our 
preoccupied history and Eng-
lish teachers rather than from a 
personal understanding of the 
event’s importance.

Thus, for all this time, I had 
wondered why, exactly, the 
attacks of September 11 were 

such a defi ning moment for the 
citizens of the United States 
who were, in 2001, older, more 
mature and had a better sense 
of the context of the event. 
I wondered, as a kid, hadn’t 
there been atrocities, genocides 
occurring? Didn’t thousands 
of people die every single day 
from HIV/AIDS? Weren’t there 
people right then, in the U.S., 
who could not afford food?

In a way, many of these 
concerns are valid. The tragedy 
of 9/11 was a tragedy in some 
part because it happened to a 
nation and a group of people 
to whom things like that were 
not expected to happen. It was 
the sudden contrast between 
total well-being in one moment 
and total suffering the next that 
made the event so horrifi c. In 
the innocence of being a kid, 
I dispassionately approached 
the day with an almost equally 

frightening radical relativism.
What I think I missed, and 

what those who had lived lon-
ger than me perceived, was 
the narrative dimension of the 
attacks’ aftermath, the insan-
ity of what was occurring at 
Ground Zero, people fi ltering 
slowly down infi nite staircases, 
people jumping from windows 
because of the heat. Buildings 
that were symbols of American 
commercial well-being, their 
very name capturing their cen-
trality to our world, billowing 
smoke and then fi nally collaps-
ing, with hundreds of people 
trapped inside.

What I missed, and what I 
think many of us might have 
missed in our confusion about 
events too fraught for our inex-
perience to understand, was the 
humanity of the thing, its sheer 
emotional effect. Many of us 
who are undergraduates now 

were too young to really get 
why the attacks were so gut-
wrenching, too inexperienced 
with life and love to really be 
internally affected by them. 
For me, a turn to literature and 
articles composed about 9/11 
and a photograph taken dur-
ing its events allowed me to 
reevaluate them from a point of 
view now more informed and 
more emotionally in tune. For 
a generation in our late teens 
and early 20s, many of whom 
experienced the real shock of 
September 11 vicariously, a 
similar reevaluation—an effort 
toward understanding that day’s 
events from a more mature 
point of view—may be, by 
now, due.
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I would like to take a 
moment to wish you 
a happy belated Cen-
sus Day. Okay, this 

holiday is not official, but 
merely a day that Congress 
and the Census Bureau 
decided to commemorate 
in order to encourage peo-
ple to send in their Census 
forms. 

Here’s a shocker for 
those of you who know how 
in tune I am with politics: I 
haven’t managed to send in 
my form yet. Not for lack 
of trying, mind you, but I 
just plain haven’t received 
it yet. According to the 
Census Bureau’s Web site, 
while the majority of house-
holds received the form in 
March, those of us in the 
dorms will receive a slightly 
different version later this 
month. With the amount of 
federal funding St. Louis 
receives and Congressional 
representatives allocated to 
the state of Missouri depen-
dant on the Census, it is a 
document worth filling out 
and returning.

We have all seen the 
commercials advertising the 
Census, and many of us may 
be vaguely aware of the 
implications of the Census 
beyond my brief summary. 
The fact is, most of us are 
going to be in St. Louis for 
another few years at least, 
so why not help our city get 
the amount of funding it 
deserves and needs? Under-
counting has always been 
a problem with the Census, 
especially among college 

students and the younger 
generations in general. Of 
course, I have not seen a 
Census form myself yet, but 
it is supposed to be one of 
those things that is simpler 
than going to get a sand-
wich at Subway. Really, 
with everyone talking about 
how easy it is, why not just 
fill it out and drop it into 
the mailbox?

For those of you who 
are unaware, the Census 

is historically done every 
10 years to reapportion the 
electoral districts per state 
for the House of Represen-
tatives. Since representation 
in the House is decided 
according to proportions 
of the population, it makes 
sense to recalibrate the dis-
tribution according to where 
people are. However, in 
more modern times, it has 
gained an additional signifi-
cance. The Census now is 
at the heart of many federal 
funding formulas for deter-
mining how much federal 
aid goes to each state for 
programs such as Medic-
aid, unemployment and the 
highway fund.

There are also several 

misconceptions about the 
Census that should be 
addressed. Most important 
to us college students, we 
are supposed to fill out the 
form, not our parents. Of 
course, many people prob-
ably have their parents do 
it for them anyway, but the 
rule is that you fill out the 
census based on where you 
lived on April 1. Unless you 
only happened to move to 
Missouri and Wash. U. over 
the weekend, this includes 
you. 

As with much of Ameri-
can life, privacy concerns 
popped up regarding the 
census, spread mostly by 
commentators on FOX 
News and extreme con-
servatives, in particular 
Representative Michele 
Bachmann (R-Minn).

Come on, people, Face-
book and Google know 
more information about 
us already than the Cen-
sus asks for. In addition, the 
Census Bureau is required 
by law to keep your infor-
mation private—even from 
other government agencies. 
With so much that St. Louis 
stands to gain from an accu-
rate count, and Wash. U. 
in particular, since Census 
data influences the amount 
of grant money available 
among other things, just 
fill it out already. Well, fill 
it out whenever you get it, 
anyway; I’m sure that you 
can find five or 10 minutes 
sometime to do it.

At Wash. U., we seem 
to love being charita-
ble. Every fraternity 
and every sorority 

puts on at least one philanthropic 
event every year. Each honorary 
has several community service 
initiatives, which often involve 
fundraisers for charity. We come 
together for Linus, Thurtene and 
Mr. Wash. U.

These events are impres-
sive, and the accomplishments 
of two recent events demon-
strate to us the capacity of our 
campus to help the community 
that surrounds it. Last Thursday, 

Kappa Kappa Gamma held 
Kappa Karaoke to benefi t Lyd-
ia’s House, an organization that 
provides transitional housing 
for victims of domestic abuse. 
Then, on Friday night, the Linus 
Foundation held its semiannual 
benefi t in St. Louis to support 
a variety of children’s chari-
ties. For $40-55, attendees were 
admitted to the Coronado Ball-
room downtown for a benefi t 
party with an open bar.

To date, the Linus Foun-
dation has raised $106,000 
through benefi t parties for pro-
grams that educate and empower 

underprivileged children in mul-
tiple cities across the U.S. Kappa 
raised $1,700 on Thursday and 
donated more than 700 used 
books to children of the women 
of Lydia’s House. These num-
bers stand as a testament to the 
abilities of those who planned 
these events and a reminder 
that we, as students, are capable 
of truly helping the St. Louis 
community.

Both of these fundraisers 
have proved immensely popu-
lar among students: The Linus 
Foundation benefi t has sold out 
every year in recent memory, 

and Kappa Karaoke fi lled the 
Gargoyle to capacity each year 
before moving to the DUC to 
fi t more people for this year’s 
event. And let’s face it: Both 
Linus and Kappa Karaoke are a 
lot of fun, and that’s why we go. 
The same phenomenon is true 
of two other extremely success-
ful events on campus: Mr. Wash. 
U. and Thurtene, and it’s true of 
most successful fundraisers out-
side of a college environment.

But while we commend 
those who work hard to attract 
students to these events, we 
feel that student participation 

in philanthropy shouldn’t end 
the morning after we attend the 
Linus Foundation benefi t. Chari-
table fundraisers should serve as 
a beginning of active participa-
tion in philanthropy, not an end. 
For example, the Linus Foun-
dation helps youth who are less 
privileged than we are; we can 
take its mission to heart and 
begin volunteering through Each 
One Teach One, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters or Out Of The Blue.

As a campus full of over-
achievers, we’re often told that 
we will soon be leaders in busi-
ness, academia and politics. 

With this image of future lead-
ership comes a responsibility to 
make our fi rst steps into adult-
hood count, and to do so with 
active consideration. The money 
raised by philanthropic events at 
Wash. U. does fantastic things 
for our community. But par-
ticipation in community service 
benefi ts those who volunteer in 
addition to those who receive 
their efforts. In order reap the 
benefi ts of the charity events that 
Wash. U. students work hard to 
organize, we need to consider 
their purposes and understand 
why we’re giving our money.
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What does it 
mean to be a 
Wash. U. stu-
dent? After 

two years in college, I feel 
compelled to confront myself 
with this question. Perhaps 
I need this space to let my 
thoughts flow; perhaps I 
crave a more specific iden-
tity. But I also think that with 
pre-frosh about to descend 
upon campus in droves, it 
helps to take a look at what 
would make them like us. So, 
in what ways are Wash. U. 
students similar?

Knowledgeable: Well...
duh. Last time I checked, 

getting into Wash. U. wasn’t 
easy. You need great grades 
and great test scores, and 
once you’re here, the aca-
demic demands become even 
higher. The funny thing is 
that we are all knowledgeable 
in our own ways. Ask me 
about German or food, poli-
tics or the environment, and 
I’ll talk your ears off. Art his-
tory and anthropology? Not 
so much, but my peers can 
pick up the slack.

Apathetic: Yes…No…
Maybe. You see, I think 
Wash. U. students care about 
a variety of issues, but there 
isn’t enough time to care too 
much. Instead of apathetic, I 
feel more comfortable calling 
myself passionate about spe-
cific things. Other students 

are passionate about other 
issues, and everything com-
bines into the “problem” 
of over-programming on 
campus.

Overworked: Obviously. 
If you’ve ever been to the 
library late at night, you’ll 
know that too many of us 
have too much to do. Wash. 
U. is hard, though I’ve heard 
they’re more gentle in the 
Olin Preschool.

Stingy: Hard to say. It’s 
no secret that we, on average, 
come from wealthy families 
willing to fork over a fortune 
for a great education. And on 
top of this are the expenses 
for Estrogym passes, frater-
nity or sorority memberships 
and dinners on the Loop, 
most of which we accept. 

But when the computer lab 
in Eads decides to charge for 
printing, suddenly four cents 
a page sounds like an awful 
lot of money.

Talkative: A definite yes. 
If you can hear yourself think 
at lunch in the DUC or Hol-
mes Lounge, you’re lucky. 
I would argue our verbos-
ity reveals itself through text 
messages as well. The end-
less tick-tick-tick in class 
and the stream of pass-
ersby with eyes glued to 
their phones show we crave 
communication.

Mature: This is probably 
the toughest to gauge. On the 
one hand, we live our own 
lives away from the (over-)
protection of parents, han-
dling the daily requirements 

of adulthood. We engage in 
meaningful discussions on 
serious issues such as sexual 
assault and racial discrimina-
tion. On the other hand, there 
are the shenanigans of Friday 
and Saturday nights.

Every category fits a lot 
of Wash. U.’s student body, 
but then again, I have found 
plenty of differences and 
exceptions. I guess we aren’t 
easy to describe; we aren’t 
human bulletin boards to 
which you can tack the same 
label. You aren’t a Wash. U. 
student so much as you are…
you. Hmm, how refreshing.

While the pas-
sage of health 
care reform 
makes signifi cant 

changes, the new heightened 
level of public discourse is the 
more dangerous change in our 
country.

Health care reform will 
change our nation in major 
ways. According to the Con-
gressional Budget Offi ce, health 
care reform will cut the defi cit 
by $1,300,000,000,000. It will 
ensure that 32,000,000 more 
people will have health insur-
ance. Children can stay on 
their parents’ health care plans 
until they are 26. No longer 
will companies be able to deny 
coverage for pre-existing con-
ditions. Certainly this bill is a 
major change in current policy, 
but it potentially is not the most 
revolutionary change in the past 
month.

As with most major pub-
lic policy debates, opponents 
of reform pushed back strongly 
and loudly. Protesters held signs, 
chanted catchy slogans, orga-
nized themselves and made their 
voices heard. They blogged, 
tweeted and even drew delu-
sional diagrams on blackboards 
of their disagreement with health 
care reform. This governmental 
resistance is not only legal, but 
it is also American. Our found-
ing fathers wanted us to dissent; 

they gave us the right to exercise 
free speech and to peaceably 
assemble. Americans have pro-
tested their government as long 
as there has been an Ameri-
can government to protest. If 
individuals want to criticize the 
government, they have every 
right to do so. Protests allow cit-
izens to voice their opinions to 
the government, the media and 
their fellow citizens as they add 
to the debate.

But recent Tea Partiers have 
gone too far in both rhetoric 
and actions. Protesters cut the 
gas line at a house believed to 
belong to a brother of a rep-
resentative who voted for the 
bill. When several members of 
the Congressional Black Cau-
cus left the Capitol during a Tea 
Party protest, several individuals 
called these members of Con-
gress by racial slurs and spat on 
them. Numerous members of 
Congress have received death 
threats, and several congressio-
nal district offi ces have had their 
windows shattered.

This violence has manifested 
everywhere, even close to cam-
pus. Tea Party activists have 
protested the congressman who 
represents Wash. U. and other 
parts of St. Louis, Representa-
tive Russ Carnahan, for his vote 
in support of health care reform, 
but their opposition has gone too 
far. The Tea Partiers left a cof-
fi n near his home and burned 
pictures of him outside his 
offi ce. These actions in St. Louis 
and all over America do not 

resemble peaceful protests that 
further debate; they are threats 
aimed to scare members of Con-
gress and their staffs.

Tea Party members and their 
Republican peers have made 
their opinions well known. They 
dislike the spending in this bill 
and other measures taken by the 
Obama administration. They 
view many parts of the bill as 
restrictive and intrusive. They 
disagree with the process by 
which the reform was passed, 
but ultimately the process that 
passed this bill was the same as 
the one used by the conserva-
tive majorities of the Bush years 
to pass various aspects of the 
Republican agenda.

The back-and-forth of 
debate on the merits of health 
care reform will continue as 
Republicans challenge the 
constitutionality of several pro-
visions in the bill. In addition, 
Republicans likely will push 
repeal in the coming midterm 
elections. Regardless of whether 
Congress repeals the bill or the 
Supreme Court deems it uncon-
stitutional, the process will lay 
within the framework that early 
American leaders laid for us to 
govern our country. But if we as 
Americans accept violent rheto-
ric and actions as debate, we 
will have destroyed the founding 
fathers’ dreams.

Daniel Fishman
Staff Columnist

Daniel is a junior in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached via 
e-mail at drfi shman@wustl.edu.

The recent revolution 
hurting America

So you just don’t want 
to pay for stuff for 
other people? That’s 
your hang-up with 

the health bill?” I’ve got-
ten this question many times. 
Many who do not share my 
political persuasions and 
don’t really understand them 
simply see universal health 
care as being, in my eyes, just 
something else I don’t want 
to be taxed for. Granted, a 
big part of economic conser-
vatism is predicated on not 
wanting to pay for things that 
we cannot afford and that will 
provide more harm than ben-
efi t; however, that’s only part 
of the equation. The other half 
of the issue is one of choice: 
I don’t like being told what I 
can or cannot do.

Individual rights are para-
mount to just about anything 
else in conservative ideol-
ogy. The free market and the 
free man ought to go hand 
in hand. As individuals, we 
make decisions to go to the 
grocery store and buy apples. 
We decide whether to buy 
tires for our cars, batteries 
for our calculators and doors 
for our houses. Not so sur-
prisingly, there are no laws 
requiring me or anybody else 
to purchase any of the afore-
mentioned items. Conversely, 
and to the surprise and dis-
may of many, there is a law 

requiring me to buy health 
insurance or pay a stiff fi ne.

Note that this isn’t the 
Federal Government giv-
ing us health care. That’d be 
marginally less bad, but still 
god-awful for different rea-
sons. Instead, they’re telling 
the nation that it must go buy 
something it may or may not 
want. As bad as that may be, 
the real kicker is that if you 
buy health insurance that cov-
ers too much, you get taxed! 
Better policies are now the 
target of fi nes. I cannot have 
zero health care coverage, 
that’d be a travesty. Yet I can-
not have good health care 
either—that’s equally unac-
ceptable. Those with less 
than some supposedly cor-
rect amount of insurance are 
forced to bulk up while any-
one with a little too much gets 
knocked down to size.

The pro-reform Demo-
crats in Congress need to stop 
trampling on our freedom of 
choice. The idea that some 
quixotic politician who lacks 
understanding of fi nance, 
economics or political phi-
losophy should be using the 
government to tell me what to 
do is repulsive. It’s un-Ameri-
can. Why do I not have a right 
to buy what kind of care I 
think is best for me? Whether 
that’s buying the king of 
insurance plans or just saving 
money instead of buying any-
thing whatsoever, what right 
does Congress have to inter-
fere with my fi nancial and 
health-related decisions?

What’s free about being 
told what to buy and how 
much? What if the govern-
ment mandated that every 
citizen must purchase a Mase-
rati lest they be fi ned? Such a 
proposition would be attacked 
by just about everyone as 
being illegal or unjust. Why 
is health care any different? 
There are benefi ts to health 
insurance reform and there 
are costs. The same holds 
true for compulsory Maserati 
buying.

If somebody does not 
want health insurance, why 
are they being forced to 
buy it? People need to think 
for themselves these days. 
While you ought to be free 
to purchase whatever health 
insurance policy you want, 
why can it not also be a right 
to refrain from buying some-
thing that is unwanted? The 
left touts reform as a fair 
solution to the problem of 
health care inequality; this is 
far from fair. I want the free-
dom to decide my own way in 
life. If I think I can spend my 
money for my benefi t better 
than the government can, then 
shouldn’t I have that right? 
If you support the individ-
ual freedom to think and act 
for yourself, then the answer 
should be yes.

Richard Jesse Markel
Forum Editor

Richard is a junior in Business. 
He can be reached via e-mail at 
rmarkel@wustl.edu.

Conservatism and choice

Cyrus is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. He can be reached via 
e-mail at cfbahras@wustl.edu.

Cyrus Bahrassa
Forum Editor

Characteristics of a Wash. U. student
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Looking for something to 
do outside now that the weather 
is nice? Sick of campus and 
Forest Park? Go check out the 
Missouri Botanical Gardens.

Nestled away southeast 
of Forest Park, the Missouri 
Botanical Gardens (MoBot) 
is one of St. Louis’ hidden 
gems. Founded in 1859, it is 
a registered National Historic 
Landmark and the oldest botan-
ical garden in the United States.

The gardens consist of 79 
acres of diverse plant life and 
are divided into numerous sub-
sections, each with a distinct 
theme. 

The MoBot is often infor-
mally referred to as “Shaw’s 
Garden,” because Henry 
Shaw, a famous botanist and 

philanthropist, helped to found 
it. He built the Linnean house—
named for Carl Linnaeus, the 
father of taxonomy and ecol-
ogy—on the property. It is now 
the oldest uninterrupted operat-
ing conservatory in the country.

The highlight of the entire 
garden is the Climatron, a geo-
desic domed greenhouse that 
opened in 1960. The architec-
tural aspects of the building 
itself are breathtaking; it is 70 
feet high, 175 feet in diameter 
and consists of a metal lattice-
like structure with strengthened 
glass panes. It is entirely self-
supporting, as it does not 
require columns or other inte-
rior braces to stay stable. This 
allows a larger amount of light 
to stream into the dome, ideal 
for a greenhouse setting.

The interior of the dome is 
tropical and can range in tem-
perature from comfortable 

to steaming, with high levels 
of humidity contributing to a 
sort of “wet air” feeling. The 
nature of plant life within the 
dome is tropical, too, from 
dense foliage to smatterings 
of delicate fl owers. Within the 
dome, garden-goers will also 
fi nd cascading waterfalls and 
a small hut and bridge from 
which much of the interior can 
be seen.

From the outside, the Cli-
matron seems surreal and 
futuristic—out of place in a 
venue that emphasizes nature. 
Silent Running, a 1972 science 
fi ction fi lm, bases one of its 
spaceships off of the shape of 
the geodesic dome. Like a large 
metallic bug, it towers over 
its surroundings and seems to 
call for metal pincers to wave 
around.

The transition between the 
Climatron, an obviously man-

made object, and the rest of 
the garden, an oasis of nature 
within a large city, happens 
abruptly. The distance between 
the main body of the garden and 
the dome’s exit is almost non-
existent. The remainder of the 
garden’s focus is not on tropical 
plants or architectural trappings, 
but rather on highly sculptured 
horticultural displays of dispa-
rate fl ora.

Less well-known than the 
Climatron, but also worth vis-
iting, is the Japanese Garden, 
called “Seiwa-en.” Upon open-
ing almost 20 years after the 
Climatron, Seiwa-en became 
the largest authentic Japanese 
strolling garden in America. 
Replete with quaint bridges, 
small streams, waterfalls and 
the typical gravel walkways, 
viewers can suspend their daily 
lives for a while and appreciate 
the natural beauty of the setting.

Strolling gardens are 
designed for the viewer to walk 
around and interact with the 
horticulture, rather than merely 
view it from a distance. As peo-
ple walk down the pebble path 
in Seiwa-en, they can watch 
the garden unfold and sprawl 
around them. The gardens are 
meant to be seen in a specifi c 
order, and the walkway facili-
tates that. Visitors are guided 
around a pond while stone lan-
terns litter the garden, providing 
quaint reminders of mankind 
hidden away amongst nature.

The Climatron and Seiwa-
en are at opposite ends of the 
garden space, and much must 
be traversed before arriving at 
either one of them. One worth-
while pit-stop is the Ottoman 
Garden. Modeled after Turk-
ish gardens, this section has 
a wide array of multi-colored 
tulips, fruits and other plants 

apparently found in a Turk-
ish plot. As one of the newest 
gardens in the complex, the 
Ottoman Garden opened dur-
ing the summer of 2006 and has 
proved popular ever since.

Regrettably, the Missouri 
Botanical Gardens are far out-
side the walking distance from 
Washington University. They 
can be accessed by the Metro, 
however, fi rst by taking the 
MetroLink eastbound to the 
Central West End and then by 
switching to the South 59 bus. 
Travel time is approximately 
40 minutes. It is much easier 
to access with a car, however, 
with 10-15 minutes of easy 
driving. It is highly recom-
mended that you check out 
these gardens, especially now 
that spring has arrived and the 
weather lends itself so easily to 
leisurely strolls amongst beauti-
ful fl owers.

Sasha Fine
Special Features Editor

The Botanical Gardens
MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE
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ACROSS
1 Jack’s partner
5 Not exactly lined

up
11 Stanford-Binet

nos.
14 On the less

breezy side, at
sea

15 Jacket part
16 Actor’s signal
17 Jazz bandleader

and lover of
forests?

19 Common Market
inits.

20 Dazzling celestial
events

21 Source of a hot tip
23 737, for example
25 Singer Domino
27 Trig function
28 Corn unit
29 “No __!”:

emphatic denial
31 Is able to,

biblically
32 It may wash

away castles
34 Postal motto word
35 Yellowfin tuna
36 Former

heavyweight
champ and lover
of mountains?

41 Madhouse
42 Golfer’s

accessory
43 Base runner’s

goal
45 Divided Asian

land
48 Give up amateur

status
50 Up to, briefly
51 Express line unit
52 Lass
53 Spiteful
55 “Strangers in the

Night” singer
57 Prefix with

physics
59 Sault __ Marie
60 Ex-Dodger

pitcher and lover
of beaches?

64 Russian fighter
65 Postwar British

prime minister
66 Farm field unit
67 Ending for

Vietnam
68 Dwell
69 Like the Mojave

DOWN
1 Mandible site
2 UN workers’

rights agcy.
3 Kate’s “Titanic” 

co-star
4 Gave false hopes
5 Workplace

watchdog org.
6 Try to escape, as

pursuers
7 __-de-lance: pit

viper
8 Arab or Jew
9 Cowgirl Dale

10 Change for a 20
11 Stranded at the

chalet, maybe
12 Brooklyn

neighbor
13 Whispered thing
18 Actor Montand
22 Old Testament

prophet
23 Teacher’s

favorite
24 Home in the wild
26 Faucet

attachment
30 California county

in which Mount
Whitney is partly
located

31 Greek X
33 Itchy rash cause

35 Expert server
37 “Kampgrounds”

company
38 Showed over
39 “Up to this point,

no”
40 Fail to include
44 Bridge expert

Culbertson
45 Pecking order?
46 Ear inflammation
47 Go back on a

promise

48 Meadowlands
Stadium team

49 Not tricked by
52 Fireplace feature
54 Resort island off

Venezuela
56 Ivan IV, for one
58 __-Ball
61 Mid sixth-century

year
62 Baba of fiction
63 Deleted, with

“out”

Monday’s Puzzle Solved

By Kenneth Berniker 4/7/10

(c)2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 4/7/10

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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Dropping only one set in 
nine matches, the No. 2 Wash-
ington University men’s tennis 
team continued its hot streak 
with a 9-0 sweep of Carthage 
College at the Tao Tennis Cen-
ter on Saturday. 

To start off the day, the 
Bears won all three doubles 
matches, which, according to 
Head Coach Roger Follmer, is 
always a key to victory.

“We did a very good job 
in doubles, and we got stuff 
going,” Follmer said. “We took 
care of the basics: the fi rst ball, 
the second ball shots, the serve, 
the return, the fi rst volley.”

Leading the doubles charge 
was the No. 3 doubles team—
juniors Isaac Stein and Max 
Woods, who defeated Sammy 
Ramoni and Jeffrey Lotz, 8-1.

“When we are playing our 
best doubles, we are attack-
ing the net, we are being 
aggressive and we defi nitely 
did that...I think we need to 

continue doing that for the rest 
of the season,” Stein said.

Getting ahead early in dou-
bles took some of the heat off 
of singles players, according to 
senior John Watts.

“Whenever you are able 
to jump out 3-0 in doubles, 
it really just gives everyone 
an advantage for singles, just 
because the other team knows 
that they really have to win 
every singles match in order to 
win,” Watts said. 

Watts handily defeated 
Sammy Ramoni of Carthage, 

6-0, 6-1, in fi rst singles. “I 
think I played pretty well, and 
[my opponent] was a little dis-
couraged about how the match 
was going so far, so I just tried 
to stay on top of him [and] play 
well,” Watts said.

In addition to Watts’ win, 
Stein, freshman Adam Putter-
man, junior Max Woods, senior 
Danny Levy and freshman 
Gary Parizher each recorded 
singles victories to complete 
the sweep.

With only three more 
matches until the University 
Athletic Association champi-
onships, the team feels like the 
match against Carthage was an 
indicator that the squad is mov-
ing in the direction of where it 
needs to be.

“We have been working a 
lot on proving a lot of things, 
like our competitiveness in 
matches,” Watts said. “I think 
we have some more goals to 
improve on to eventually get to 
where we want to be, but get-
ting through a match like this 
and doing very well, I think 
it’s defi nitely a step in the right 
direction.” 

Stein believes that a key 
element to proving this com-
petitiveness is to be fi tter and 
mentally tougher than his 
opponent. Stein explained that 
as a match progresses, being 
able to outlast one’s oppo-
nent is pivotal to winning the 
match.

“One of the things that 
Coach stresses is staying 
composed and being confi -
dent—so if you are in a tight 
situation, loving the tight sit-
uation and battling your way 
out of it,” Stein said. “[In my 
last match], I think I stayed a 
little more mentally composed 
than [my opponent] did, and I 
think some of the conditioning 
I’ve been doing really paid off 
because I felt fresh, even late 
in the match.”

Wash. U. (10-3) returns to 
action on Wednesday, April 14, 
taking on Division II opponent 
University of Missouri-St. 
Louis (2-6). DANIEL EICHOLTZ | STUDENT LIFE

Junior Isaac Stein hits a forehand. Stein won his singles match against Carthage 7-5, 6-3.

Bears take all nine matches 
against Carthage college
Daniel Kurzner
Sports Reporter

The outdoor track sea-
son may have just begun, 
but Washington University’s 
men’s and women’s squads 
are already on their way to 
earning spots at the NCAA 
Division III Championship 
meet. 

At the Washington Uni-
versity Invitational April 2-3, 
the Bears hit six NCAA pro-
visional marks. The weekend 
was highlighted by junior 
Ben Harmon’s automatic 
qualifying score of 6.741 in 
the decathlon. This will be 
the third consecutive year 
Harmon will compete at the 
national meet. 

“I mainly just came in 
saying ‘all I need to do is 
just get the mark,’” Harmon 
said. “I knew I didn’t have to 
have a stellar day in any of 
the events, a bunch of medio-
cre performances would take 
that into account...it ended up 
being a lot of ups and downs 
but everything just kind of 
leveled out.”  

Harmon was first among 
all competitors in the long 
jump, high jump and pole 
vault. His distance of 4.75 
meters was a new personal 
record. 

“[Qualifying] feels really 
good because now I don’t 
have to worry about running 
any specific times,” Harmon 
said. “I can go back and train 
for the next two months and 
gear up for the NCAA meet 
and conference meet.” 

Two Bears eclipsed the 
NCAA provisional mark in 
the 5,000-meter run. Junior 
Dave Spandorfer took the top 
spot in 14:34.44 and sopho-
more Michael Burnstein was 
third with a time of 14:47.74. 
An additional ‘B’ cut came 
from sophomore Dan Davis’ 
third place finish in the 110-
meter hurdles.

“Specifically on the guys’ 
side, we had some stud per-
formances,” Head Coach Jeff 
Stiles said. “To have three 
guys that will most likely 
[qualify for NCAAs] on April 
2 and 3 is a great statement.”

Once athletes reach an 
NCAA mark, training goals 
change. Meets are less 
focused on reaching specific 
time goals and more on prep-
aration for conference and 
NCAA meets. 

“Once they hit a time that’s 
either an automatic time or a 
provisional mark…the train-
ing changes in that you can 
be more aggressive,” Stiles 
said. “You can train specifi-
cally for nationals, so it’s a 
huge advantage.”

Stiles noted that compe-
tition level at the meet was 
high; even in third place, 
Davis beat the defending 
national champion in the 110 
hurdles and several stadium 
records fell. The men’s team 
placed fourth of 25 teams 
while the women were sec-
ond of 17 teams. 

Two distance runners 
met the NCAA ‘B’ mark in 
women’s competition. Junior 
Jessica Londeree was sec-
ond in the 5,000 while fellow 
junior Taryn Surtees also hit 
a provisional mark in the 
10,000-meter race with a sec-
ond-place time of 37:03.44. 

“It’s the first time I’ve 
ever had an opportunity to go 
to nationals for an individual 
event,” Londeree said. “With 
the time I have right now I 
probably couldn’t make it 
with that time, but hopefully 
I’ll improve. It’s just really 
good to see the training pay 
off.” 

Stiles noted that while 
the women’s team had fewer 
NCAA cuts, the Bears will 
look to achieve more marks 
this weekend at the Wheaton 
Twilight Meet. 

“On the national level 
there’s no doubt that the guys’ 
weekend was more impactful,  
[but] this coming weekend 
we have the girls that have 
the capacity to hit some high 
level marks,” Stiles said. 

The Bears travel to 
Wheaton on Saturday, April 
10, for the all-day meet. 
Wash. U. will host the Uni-
versity Athletic Association 
Outdoor Championships the 
following week. 

Hannah Lustman
Sports Editor

Harmon strong 
at WU Invite

The National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletes (NACDA) recently 

released the 2009-2010 Division III Learfi eld Sports Directors’ Cup Standings, placing 

Washington University in third place, behind Williams College in fi rst and Amherst Col-

lege in second. At the conclusion of the winter season, Williams, the 13-time Directors’ 

Cup champions, leads with 896.75 points, while Wash. U. has 615.50. The University of 

Wisconsin-Stevens Point is currently in fourth place, with Middlebury College in fi fth. 

Meanwhile, all eight University Athletic Association schools are within the top-90 in Divi-

sion III. The fi nal Directors’ Cup standings will be released on June 23, 2010, after the 

conclusion of summer athletics. (Alex Dropkin)

Washington University 
third in Directors’ Cup

MEN’S  TENNIS TRACK &  FIELD



I’ve found there are 
some things in life that I 
just have to buy: a ticket 
to every Quentin Tarantino 
movie, every Mario game 
(canon-only, naturally) and 
Futurama box sets. Charg-
ing fast and banging on the 
door for entrance to this list is 
the iPad. At least that’s how 
I felt before I played around 
with it last weekend. What do 
I think of it now? Read on to 
fi nd out.

The “It” Factor
There’s no getting around 

it: the iPad makes a good fi rst 
impression. You unlock the 
screen (that beautiful, beauti-
ful screen), and you think it 
can do anything. The touch 
input has never been more 
responsive. If you have an 
iPhone or an Android device, 
you won’t know what you’re 
missing until you touch the 
iPad. You’ll open a photo and 
pinch-to-zoom because you 
can. You’ll scroll through 
Web pages the way Steve 
Jobs says you want to scroll 
through Web pages—with 
two fi ngers and a dainty phys-
ics engine. You’ll be doing 
so much pinch-zooming and 
double-tapping that pretty 
soon you’ll feel like one of 
those hand models from the 
commercials. 

But as the initial joy wears 
off, the sheen begins to look 
an awful lot like many fi n-
gerprint smudges on the 
refl ective surface. The big 
question looms: “Is this a lap-
top replacement?” The iPad 
is great for consuming media, 
but how does it fare in pro-
ducing it?

The Uncanny 
Valley

Before we get to those 
questions, let’s talk some 
apps. The iPad released with 
it a litany of applications, 
many of which are unneces-
sary. (Seriously, how many 
Twitter clients does one 
device need?) At the same 
time, it is strangely lacking in 
certain essential items. (Can 
you believe the iPad was 
released without a built-in 
calculator? Ridiculous!)

Then come the cool apps, 
like iBooks, Apple’s right-
hook to Kindle’s jaw. The 
free app comes packed with 
Apple’s iBookstore, where 
the books are sort of the 
opposite of free. In fact, most 
of the titles cost more than 
they would in the Kindle 
Store, and there aren’t many 
books under $9.99. Of course, 
with the extra cost comes 
a certain premium. iBooks 
turns out to be a pretty robust 
e-reader, with a dictionary 
search function, a bookmark 
feature and a whole bunch of 
fonts and text sizes. 

In all of its commercials, 
Apple wants you to real-
ize how cool it is to use your 
index fi nger to turn the virtual 
pages. Wow! Just like a real 
book! It’s like how when I 
read books, I can use my fi n-
ger to turn the pages, because 
I’m actually using my fi nger 
to turn the pages! In fact, if I 
wanted to use the real-world 
version of the iBooks’ book-
mark feature, I could just use 
an actual bookmark; instead 
of using the iPad’s dictionary, 
I can use the dictionary on 
my shelf; and if I want a book 
with large print, I can buy it. 

You see where I’m going 

with this. I already own 
books. Why would I want 
to buy something that only 
seeks to emulate them?

The Trend 
Continues

In fact, many of the iPad’s 
features feel like they’re 
cheap knockoff versions of 
things I already have. The 
iPad has a 9.7-inch screen. 
My MacBook Pro has a 
15-inch screen. The iPad has 
Safari and so does my Mac, 
but I also have Flash, and 
the iPad does not. The iPad’s 
touch keyboard is admirable, 
but it’s nowhere near as fast 
and accurate as a physical 
keyboard, especially when 
it’s in portrait.

Students who want to use 
the iPad like a laptop—as 
a productivity device—are 
similarly out of luck. It’s easy 
and fun to watch a movie, lis-
ten to music or race a quick 
lap of “Need for Speed” on 
an iPad, but it’s diffi cult to 
use the downloadable ($9.99 
each) Pages, Numbers and 
Keynote, the iWork suite 
optimized for iPad. For start-
ers, Numbers can’t even 
export to Excel, which is a 
bummer considering that 
every computer on campus 
runs Excel, not Numbers. 

Furthermore, the programs 
are hard to navigate. You will 
feel lost when you try to start 
a new project in Keynote or 
adjust a table in Numbers. 
You’ll poke and prod wildly, 
pinch-zooming here and dou-
ble-tapping there, hoping for 
the right sub-menu to pop up. 
After fi ddling with the iPad 
for 20 minutes, I realized that 
all I really wanted was a task 
bar at the top of the screen.

If Apple is really 

dedicated to making a tablet 
computer that only has one 
button to return the user to 
the home screen, they have 
to make the software more 
intuitive. As it stands, some 
of the execution borders are 

disastrous, and that’s not 
what you expect out of an 
Apple product.

The old saying goes, 
“Never buy a fi rst-genera-
tion Apple product,” and it 
couldn’t apply more to the 

iPad. The iPad is a neat con-
cept, but right now, we should 
keep our money in our wal-
lets and let the tablet incubate 
for another year or two.

It’s hard to say where newspaper comics will go in the next 
few years, but have you heard of this interweb thing? There 
are Webcomics all over the Internet, and, yes, you will fi nd 
your share of “Marmadukes” out there, but there are also some 
really good ones. Here are the best of the best, brought to you 
by Cadenza.

Axe Cop, by Malachai Nicolle and 
Ethan Nicolle http://axecop.com/

Most people say they don’t have time for story lines in 
comics anymore. However, people should make time for “Axe 
Cop.” This ongoing saga was fi rst written by a free-minded 
and imaginative 5-year-old, then illustrated by his artistically 
talented 29-year-old brother. Prepare to see shattered laws of 
physics, overly explicit foreshadowing and other Hollywood 
themes interpreted through the innocent yet deranged mind 
of an American kid. Axe Cop and his band of friends battle 
against enemies like Bad Santa and tackle the elements of their 
own pasts. After reading, you may fi nd yourself screaming Axe 
Cop’s catchphrase, “I’ll chop your head off!” (Adam Rubin)

Dinosaur Comics, by Ryan North 
http://www.qwantz.com/index.
php?comic=1668

A young, 
egotistical 
T-Rex blun-
ders through 
life, musing 
on philoso-
phy, literature 

and Batman with his companions—Dromiceiomimus, T-Rex’s 
sweet and demure ex-girlfriend, and Utahraptor, T-Rex’s best 
friend but harshest critic. God makes semi-regular appearances 
as a self-absorbed jock, as does the Dungeons & Dragons-
obsessed Satan.

The comic runs every weekday with the same six panels, 
altering only its text. Regardless, it is hilarious in exploring 
T-Rex’s failed attempts to predict the future (he’s mostly con-
cerned with getting ice cream and rocket boots), comprehend 
ethics (as when he debunks the golden rule by offering meat 
sandwiches to vegetarians) and explain literary devices with 
the ghost of William Shakespeare. Utahraptor tries in vain to 
keep him in line, explaining, among other things, that T-Rex 
can’t invent a suffi x to indicate a person’s hotness (“a lawyer 
can practice law, but a lawyerkapow can practice law and look 
super hot while doing it!”) and that he can’t produce any physi-
cal evidence to suggest that the failed assassination attempt on 
Andrew Jackson was caused by meddlesome time-travelers. 
(Steve Hardy)

Garfi eld Minus Garfi eld, by Dan Walsh 
www.garfi eldminusgarfi eld.net

“Garfi eld minus Garfi eld” is the “Waiting for Godot” of 
Webcomics. Every week, Garfi eld the cat is removed from 
every frame of “Garfi eld” comics. The resulting frames chron-
icle the depressed, bitter owner Jon Arbuckle in his angsty 
rejection of the world. Whereas Garfi eld normally ignites Jon’s 

fuse, “Garfi eld minus 
Garfi eld” depicts Jon 
as caught in a war 
with himself. He is 
prone to unprovoked 
mood swings, self-narration and violent outbursts. At the same 
time, Jon’s life is hideously monotonous. He rarely travels out-
side of the house or interacts with other characters. Though it’s 
a fun read, an overload can provoke an unanticipated existen-
tial crisis. Read with caution. (Jon Emden)

Amazing Superpowers, by Wes & Tony 
http://www.amazingsuperpowers.com/

Imagine a world in which every stereotype is pushed just 
past its logical extreme. “Amazing Superpowers” is that world.  
Geeks are hopelessly inept in social situations. Murderers are 
crazier than normal. Cops unleash brutality upon the public 
but are incompetent when tracking criminals. Teenagers are 
horn-dogs. If you appreciate schadenfreude, then you will love 
this comic. You will fi nd yourself laughing at more homicides, 
social suicides and drug deals than you ever thought possible. 
Don’t forget that each strip has hidden alt-text and a hidden 
panel (indicated by a question mark at the top right) to add to 
the humor. (Adam Rubin)

Cyanide and Happiness, by Kris Wil-
son, Matt Melvin, Rob Denbleyker 
and Dave McElfatrick http://www.
explosm.net/comics/2006/

Ever want to bring out your bad side? You know, the one 
that is just a total jerk but doesn’t seem to care? Well, “Cyanide 
and Happiness” 
is the Web-
comic for you. 
There is no 
joke these guys 
won’t make and 
no topic they 
won’t cover. 
It makes you feel bad in that hey-I’m-laughing-but-I-really-
shouldn’t-be sort of way. “C&H” is one of my favorites—just 
don’t let your parents catch you reading it. (Paul Dohmen)

xkcd, by Randall Munroe http://xkcd.
com/

I love “xkcd” for the same reasons that I love Wash. U. Not 
that this campus wouldn’t be improved by, say, the addition of 
dinosaurs, but the greatest strength of Wash. U. is that we get 
the jokes. Think about every time you’ve had a hilarious (albeit 
nerdy) joke to tell but you held back for fear of seeming too 
smart. No longer necessary. We live in a place where discus-
sions of particle physics and black holes live in harmony with 
YouTube searches for “world’s longest fart.” We, like xkcd, 
are irreverent, hilarious and too smart for our own good. We’re 
adults now, and it’s up to us to decide what that means. Mouse 
over this article to see the alt-text. (Cici Coquillette)

Let’s cut to the chase—
“Here Lies Love” is an hour 
and a half disco opera written 
by the frontman of the Talk-
ing Heads about the youth of 
the corrupt former fi rst lady 
of the Philippines. If that’s 
exhausting to read, well, it’s 
kind of exhausting to listen 
to. On the album’s 22 tracks, 
we get just as many vocalists, 
from Byrne himself to the likes 
of Tori Amos, Santigold and 
Cyndi Lauper. Though “Here 
Lies Love’s” production is fre-
quently lush and nuanced, it 
has the distinct feel of a third 
helping at a buffet; Byrne and 
Slim have mistaken more for 
better.

More is the central theme 
of the work here, both lyri-
cally and musically. This is 
unsurprising since the concept 
album’s protagonist is Filipina 
celebrity and former fi rst lady 
Imelda Marcos, a woman aptly 
nicknamed “The Iron Butter-
fl y” for her remarkable beauty 
and shrewd tenacity. She is 
perhaps best known for her col-
lection of 3,000 pairs of shoes. 
Many of the lyrics are direct 
quotations from Marcos.

But Byrne is most inter-
ested in her youth and her 
relationship with her ser-
vant Estrella, whom Marcos 
adopted as a sort of mother 
fi gure, only to abandon her as 
soon as she became politically 
inconvenient. Byrne takes a 
turn on vocals as Marcos’ for-
mer lover Benigno Aquino, 
who later became her political 
rival and assassination target.

As is fi tting for such a 
larger-than-life character, Mar-
cos herself is portrayed by at 
least 20 different vocalists, 
the most fascinating of whom 
is Róisín Murphy, an Irish 
singer-songwriter formerly of 
Moloko. Murphy’s overdubbed 
vocals on “Don’t You Agree” 
writhe seductively between 
horn blasts and Fatboy Slim’s 
beats.

The production on “Here 
Lies Love” vacillates consider-
ably in quality. The lead single, 
“Please Don’t” with Santigold, 

is an intricate, pulsing soon-
to-be hit. Slim knows how to 
stoke the fi re, throwing in the 
whole gamut of effects, con-
stantly contorting the beats, yet 
never seeming to go too far and 
always staying danceable.

However, too many tracks 
follow a tired four-on-the-fl oor 
disco beat, and no matter how 
much Fatboy Slim dresses it 
up, the act gets old after 90 
minutes. Also, some of the 
production on the vocals is 
downright weird and unnec-
essary. Without even using 

auto-tune, Cyndi Lauper 
(already possessing a distinctly 
non-traditional voice) is made 
to sound as mechanized as the 
synths and drum machines 
backing her.

This is representative of 
the problem with “Here Lies 
Love” as a whole. In their 
enthusiasm, Byrne and Slim 
seem to have gone overboard. 
Many of these tracks stand 
up on their own, but when all 
22 are put together, it’s more 
of an auditory onslaught than 
a concept album. The big-
name artists involved, the 
self-serious material and the 
plethora of production consid-
erations make the album easy 
to respect, without a doubt, but 
unless you’re looking to throw 
a full-on bizarre dance party, 
respect it from a distance.
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