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Kaldi’s takes premium 
coffee to a whole new 
level. Read about it.
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The South 40 government 
is about to undergo a regime 
change. Approximately 700 
inhabitants of the residential 
area voted for candidates in 
the 2010-2011 Congress of 
the South 40 (CS40) exec-
utive board elections last 
week. Voter turnout this year 
has declined compared to last 
year. 

Sophomore Daniella 
Gafen, the CS40 director of 
public relations, explained 
that decreased votes can be 
attributed to less contested 
candidates. 

“Eight hundred peo-
ple voted in the elections 
last year,” she said “We had 

around three people running 
for each position. This year, 
with less people running and 
only two positions contested, 
people were possibly less 
inclined to vote.”

As a tradition, members of 
the CS40 executive board are 
compensated with free hous-
ing equivalent to the amount 
of a traditional double room 
for their work. To ensure their 
residence on the South 40, 
the fi ve executives have the 
opportunity to choose their 
housing before Round 1 starts, 
but after student staff.

The CS40 executive board 
is responsible for planning 
and promoting events that 
take place on the South 40, 
managing the group’s bud-
get and overseeing all of the 
internal committees. 

Gafen noted that their 
workload is comparable to 
that of residential advisers. 

“I spend 20 hours a week 
working on events. It is a large 
time commitment,” Gafen 
said. “Every week, we have 
assembly meetings, college 
council meetings, board meet-
ings plus fi ve offi ce hours.”

Gafen emphasized that 
free housing is only to com-
pensate the amount of work 
they do on a regular basis, not 
an incentive for them to run 
for offi ce. 

“The reason I ran for CS40 
is because I love it,” she said. 
“I enjoy organizing events 
and contributing to the com-
munity. I think that none of 
us are doing it because of the 

Social entrepreneur Eric 
Greitens inspired students to 
pursue public service through 
his lecture, “Inspiring Leader-
ship in Challenging Times” on 
Tuesday, March 30. 

Greitens is more than a 
“social entrepreneur,” how-
ever—he is an Angier B. Duke 
Scholar, a Rhodes Scholar, a 
Truman Scholar, a U.S. Navy 
SEAL offi cer and the award-

winning author of “Strength 
and Compassion” as well as a 
White House Fellow. 

During his lecture, Gre-
itens mostly focused on how 
his experiences serving as a 
U.S. Navy SEAL offi cer have 
helped him develop his phi-
losophy on leadership and 
service.

After Greitens returned 
from Iraq and visited with 
wounded Marines at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital, he noticed the 
need to help disabled veterans 
who wanted to continue serv-
ing the public and express their 

undying patriotism and loyalty 
to the country. 

Unfortunately, connect-
ing the wounded and disabled 
veterans to public service is 
diffi cult because of the physi-
cal and psychological struggles 
that they cope with. 

“The harsh reality of the 
situation for a lot of the men 
and women that I was visiting 
was that they were not going 
back to their military units 
right away,” Greitens noted. 
“The question is: How do they 

CS40 elects new government, 

sees declined interest in offi ce
Youyou Wu
Contributing Reporter

Re-I Chin
Staff Reporter
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Eric Greitens, chief executive offi cer of The Mission Continues, addressed the importance of public 
service in his lecture, “Inspiring Leadership in Challenging Times,” in Brown Hall on Tuesday. It 
was sponsored by the Assembly Series and the Gephardt Institute for Public Service. 

Steven Chu will deliver the 
Commencement address in 
Brookings Quad to the gradu-
ating class of 2010, Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton announced on 
Wednesday evening.

Chu is the secretary of 
energy for the United States 
and has long been an advo-
cate for alternative energy 
sources. He was appointed by 
President Barack Obama and 
helps carry out the president’s 
visions for investing in alter-
native and renewable energy, 
creating “green” jobs, reducing 
America’s dependence on for-
eign oil and combating global 
warming.

Chu won a Nobel Prize in 
1997 for his work in physics 
with Claude Cohen Tannoudji 
and William Phillips. The trio 
fi gured out how to use laser 
beams and extreme cold to 
stop single atoms from moving, 
allowing for easier examination 
of them.

“I am delighted that Ste-
ven Chu has agreed to serve as 
Washington University’s 2010 
Commencement speaker,” 
Chancellor Mark Wrighton said 
in a press statement. “One of the 
greatest challenges facing us is 

to develop energy resources that 
are affordable, abundant and 
environmentally sustainable. 
The opportunity for our grad-
uates to hear from our nation’s 
leader on energy is a tremen-
dous honor. The fact that Dr. 
Chu has a special connection 
to Washington University—
his father served on the faculty 
in our School of Engineering 
& Applied Science—makes 
his participation even more 
meaningful.”

Senior Kady McFadden, a 
member of the Climate Justice 
Alliance, shared Wrighton’s 
enthusiasm.

“I think it’s a really great 
choice,” she said. “I’m very 
excited about it.”

Junior and fellow Climate 
Justice Alliance member Peter 
Murrey agreed.

“I think it’s very appropri-
ate,” he said. “He’s [Chu is] an 
outspoken advocate for renew-
able technology and choosing 
him as a speaker shows that our 
University is committed to it.”

Having Chu as the Com-
mencement speaker comes at a 
particularly salient time: Several 
hours before the University’s 
announcement on Wednesday, 
Obama delivered a speech pro-
posing opening up the southeast 
coastline of the Atlantic, the 

Energy Secretary Energy Secretary 

Steven ChuSteven Chu

will addresswill address

2010 graduates2010 graduates
Michelle Merlin
Senior News Editor

Iraqi war veteran Eric Greitens’ 
lecture inspires students to give 
back through public service  

See CHU, page 3

See SERVICE, page 3 See FACES, page 3

‘Mr. WU’ competitors, ‘Kappa Karaoke’ performers, the inaugural slate and Chancellor Mark Wrighton in a cardboard MetroBus

TOP LEFT: Freshman Bob Goelz, a Theta Xi pledge, dances during Kappa Karaoke 
on Wednesday night.  Chi Omega and Phi Delta Theta won Kappa Karaoke with Theta 
Xi coming in second for the fraternities.  All three won a mixer with Kappa. TOP 
RIGHT: Senior Zach Greenberg is hoisted by his fellow Mr. Wash. U. candidates after 
being crowned Mr. Wash. U.  This year’s candidates raised over $31,347 for City Faces.  
ABOVE: Members of the [open] slate are sworn into offi ce on Tuesday in the Women’s 
Building. From left to right: Vice President of Administration Kirsten Miller, Vice President 
of Finance Eliot Walker, Vice President of Programming John Harrison York, and Vice 
President of Public Relations Cody Katz. President Morgan DeBaun was also sworn in (not 
featured). BOTTOM LEFT: Chancellor Mark Wrighton promotes Proposition A along 
with Green Action and the Performing Arts Department outside the DUC on Wednesday.PAUL GOEDEKE | STUDENT LIFE

DAVID MESSENGER | STUDENT LIFE

MATT LANTER | STUDENT LIFE

MATT MITGANG | CAMPUS IN FOCUS

ONLINE
Women’s tennis faced Missouri 
Baptist on Tuesday See how they 
did online at STUDLIFE.COM

The new Umrath dormitory  
is missing something: comput-
ers. Students going into the lab 
may have noticed an empty space 
where four Macs used to be.

Thursday just before noon, 
Residential Life (ResLife) offi -
cials conducted brief visual 
searches of rooms in Umrath, 
looking for four Mac desktop 
computers that were reported 
missing from Umrath.

There were still two comput-
ers left in the lab.

“This is a very serious mat-
ter and is a huge violation of the 

trust built within our commu-
nity,” Andrew McDermott, the 
residential college director of 
the Rubelmann/Umrath/Wohl 
Residential College, wrote in an 
e-mail to his residents. 

WUPD is currently conduct-
ing a full investigation and asks 
that anyone with any informa-
tion to contact them.

Students were disappointed 
by the theft.

“I expected better,” fresh-
man Caroline Ross said. “And 
it was [a] student because you 
need your room key to get in. 
It was unfair to everyone else, 
and this brings a bad light to our 
ResCollege.”

Freshman Bobby Goelz, an 
Umrath resident, described the 
searches performed by ResLife. 
According to Goelz, offi cials 
knocked on students’ doors, 
repeatedly saying, “Residential 
Life, open up!” When students 
were not present to answer, 
ResLife opened their doors. In 
the rooms, offi cials conducted 
brief visual searches lasting a 
few seconds to see if any stu-
dents were in possession of the 
stolen desktops

“I was really surprised, but 
I understood why they were 
searching the rooms,” Goelz 
said. “It was very shocking and 
a little bit scary.”

Four Mac desktops stolen 
from Umrath dorm’s lab
Josh Berry
Contributing Reporter
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Apply now! Starting at $680

314 367 7431 
800 Arlington Ave, St. Louis MO 63112

New Kitchens Free ParkingFitness centerFree Internet

Gated community with 24 hour surveillance 
Pool, Spa, Community Room, & Half Basketball Court
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offer expires May 1, 2010

"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend
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Obama proposes climate and energy legislation   

President Obama on Wednesday presented climate and energy 
legislation that would allow for oil exploration and eventual drilling in 
areas along the Atlantic coast, eastern Gulf of Mexico and Arctic waters 
off Alaska. Obama hopes that the expansion of offshore oil drilling 
and gas development is a step toward an increase in homegrown fuels 
and clean energy movements. Currently, over 60 percent of oil used 
in the United States is imported from other countries. This increase in 
production of domestic oil would only offset a small fraction of the oil 
and gas imported into the U.S. The amount of gas and oil in the region 
is still unknown; some of the data in the region is 30 years old. The oil 
industry and other business groups are cautiously supporting Obama’s 
plan. Environmental groups are disappointed with Obama’s decision, 
citing a continued dependence on fossil fuels and damage to beaches. 
Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., questions the proposed legislation, 
wanting the state’s coast protected from the effects of drilling. (Alaa 
Itani)

AUTO ACCIDENT, PARKING 
LOT, March 30, 2:16 p.m.
Two vehicles, no injuries.  
Disposition: Cleared.

LOST ARTICLE, PLANT 
GROWTH, March 30, 7:27 p.m.
Summary: Complainant reported 
losing her purse and keys while 
on campus. TOC 7-7:30 p.m.
Disposition: Pending.

Partly cloudy
High 77

Low 56

weatherforecast

Friday 2

A.M. Clouds/P.M. Sun
High 61

Low 46

Mostly sunny
High 76

Low 52

International
Pirates attack U.S. Navy vessel

A U.S. Navy frigate suffered an attack from a suspected pirate 
skiff on Thursday in the Indian Ocean, off the Somali coast. The 
skiff opened fi re on the USS Nicholas, part of the U.S. Navy’s Africa 
Command. It responded by returning fi re and pursuing the suspected 
pirate vessel. The Navy frigate detained three of the attackers, according 
to a statement from the Navy division. Upon the detection of a large 
quantity of weaponry and fuel aboard the skiff, USS Nicholas crew sunk 
the vessel. The crew detained two other suspected pirates from another 
related vessel.

The fi ve suspected pirates are expected to be detained on the Navy 
frigate until a decision on their disposition is reached. The Pentagon 
is in the process of determining how to proceed. This is the second 
major incidence of pirate attacks in two weeks. It follows a series of 
Somali pirate attacks that have grown increasingly frequent over the 
past several years, despite international efforts to prevent the violence. 
(Kelly Fahy)

Local
Mo. will not add a state dog to their state 
symbols

Rep. Jason Brown, a Democrat from Platte City, sponsored a bill 
that would make Seaman, the Newfoundland dog who accompanied 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, as Missouri’s state dog. After 
debate, the bill failed with a vote of 84-67.

Brown decided to present this bill after fourth graders suggested 
the idea to him, wanting to honor Lewis and Clark’s dog. Many voted 
against the bill for reasons such as being uncertain that the dog really 
traveled through Missouri.

Had the bill, House Bill 1271, passed, this would have been 
Missouri’s 27th state symbol. (Lauren Olens)

Residential College Olympics
The Swamp, all day
Join your Residential College and 
compete in the Residential College 
Olympics for a day of fun, sports and 
games!

SHOW ME STyLez II
DUC, Tisch Commons, 1 - 11 p.m.
WU Cypher is holding free 
workshops and tournaments in one of 
St. Louis’ biggest b-boy competitions. 
Battles begin at 6 p.m. Admission is 
free for Wash. U. students and $10 
for others.

SATURDAY 3

Kosher brown bag lunch
DUC 276, 12:30–1:30 p.m.
Come learn about kosher and halal 
food with Joe Regenstein, a Cornell 
University professor. 

When a Superpower Holds a 
Coming Out Party
Women’s Building, Formal Lounge, 3–5 
p.m.
Fudan University professor Tianshu 
Pan and UMSL professor Susan 
Brownwell will compare the domestic 
preparations and global reactions 
surrounding the 1904 St. Louis 
World’s Fair and the 2010 Shanghai 
World Expo. A reception will follow 
the discussion.

Kick-off for South 40 Week
The Swamp, 6 p.m.
Kick off the Residential College 
Olympics and Spring South 40 Week!

Secret Identities
Olin Room 112, 6–8 p.m.
Parry Shen, actor from “Better Luck 
Tomorrow” and managing editor 
of “Secret Identities: The Asian 
American Superhero Anthology” will 
talk about Asian identitiy in American 
culture. 

Afroman
Sigma Chi House, 10:15 p.m.
Attend Sigma Chi Derby Day’s 
Charity Concert with Afroman. 
Proceeds with benefi t the Huntsman 
Cancer Institute. Tickets are $8.
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benefi ts.”
Freshman Joe Suther-

land is the CS40 speaker for 
next year. He chose to run for 
Speaker because he wanted 
to improve the isolation of 
the 40. 

“I’d have to say that ‘bub-
bles’ inspired me to run for 
speaker—the bubbles of self-
segregation from St. Louis 
and between ourselves,” 
Sutherland said. “My vision 
of a cohesive community on 
the South 40 and within Uni-
versity City/Clayton requires 
us to somehow overcome 
these barriers. I knew that, 
as Speaker, I would be in the 
best position possible to ‘pop 
the bubbles.’”

CS40 also receives a 
budget every year that is 
dependent on the number of 
residents. As a part of their 
housing costs, students liv-
ing on the South 40 pay a fee 
that goes to fund the Con-
gres. Part of the budget goes 
to each residential college 
for programming events, and 
the Finance Board works to 
fund events accordingly. 
CS40 also contributes to 
campus events such as the 

Blood Drive and the Fresh-
man Reading Program. 

All of the current and new 
board members were enthu-
siastic about the upcoming 
semester. The executives 
for next year have already 
held meetings discussing 
their positions with current 
executives. They will have 
their offi cial training session 
in August with committee 
chairs, who will be elected 
soon.

“I really enjoyed being 
part of CS40, but now it’s 
time for someone else to take 
over and contribute so much 
to so many people’s lives,” 
Gafen said. “We will pre-
pare insightful information 
and details of the job for new 
execs. I believe they will do 
a great job.”

Sutherland sees the posi-
tion as an opportunity to 
serve the community. 

“With the chair selection 
deadline coming up on April 
11, I am excited to see the 
talent CS40 will encompass 
next year,” he said. “It is a 
great way to give something 
back to the 40, and quite 
rewarding as well.”

CS40 from page 1

This year’s Faces of Hope 
event not only highlights com-
munity service and civic 
engagement on campus, but also 
Washington University’s com-
munity partnerships.

The Gephardt Institute is put-
ting together Faces of Hope for 
the third straight year. The event 
allows the Wash. U. community 
to celebrate those who take part 
in community service.

“[It’s] a chance to really cel-
ebrate all the different ways that 
Wash. U. students, faculty and 
staff engage with the community 
and do community services,” 
said Robin Hattori, the program 
director for the Gephardt Insti-
tute for Public Service. 

When the event began, it 
only spotlighted the alterna-
tive spring break programs, but 
has since expanded to show-
case over 50 programs, events 
or groups around campus that 
contribute to Wash. U. and the 
outside world.

This year, the particular focus 
of the event is discussing Wash. 
U.’s community partners. The 
event will play a video, which 
will mention nine of Wash. U.’s 
partners, the fi rst of which is the 
St. Louis public school system.

“The video will give us a 
chance to highlight a little about 
what the partners do and really 
emphasize the partnership itself 
and why it’s been so effective,” 
Hattori said. “[It will show] why 
it’s been such a great partner-
ship and what they get out of it 
at their end and what we get out 

quoteoftheday
“It’s like the university is 
valuing him and energy 
choices yet at the same 
time making major cuts 

to the environmental 
studies program.” 

Katie McFadden on the selection of 
Steven Chu as commencement speaker.

Faces of Hope seeks 
to draw attention to 
community partners
Lauren Olens
News Editor

See FACES, page 3



News Editor / Michelle Merlin / news@studlife.comFRIDAY | APRIL 2, 2010 STUDENT LIFE | NEWS 3

SERVICE from page 1CHU from page 1
eastern coast of the Gulf of Mex-
ico and the north coast of Alaska 
to oil and natural gas drilling. The 
coastline north of New Jersey 
will continue to be closed to drill-
ing, as will Alaska’s Bristol Bay, 
which environmentalists consider 
especially sensitive.

This is the fi rst time these areas 
have been opened to drilling, and 
the news is contrary to the wishes 
of many of Obama’s environmen-
tally conscious supporters.

This year in particular was 
fi lled with environmental student 
activism. Student Union passed 
a resolution condemning the 
term “clean coal” and urging the 
administration to look into alter-
native energy sources. In light of 
the resolution, students are writ-
ing Chu a letter requesting that he 
not use the term “clean coal” in 
his speech.

“Energy policy is going to be 
such an important issue in the next 
sphere of Obama’s presidency, 
and educating the Washington 
University community on this 
is very important,” Murrey said. 
“Hopefully, we will bring scien-
tifi c terminology to the table.”

McFadden also thinks that the 
University is sending mixed mes-
sages to the students by choosing 
Chu.

“It’s like the University is 

valuing him and energy choices 
yet at the same time making 
major cuts to the environmen-
tal studies program,” McFadden 
said. “I think we should be a little 
more cohesive in this statement 
to allow education and explora-
tion in the areas of environmental 
studies so that’s something that 
they value when they’re also 
cutting major resources to stu-
dents who want to learn about the 
subject.”

Chu was appointed as the 
12th secretary of energy and  
was sworn into offi ce on Jan. 21, 
2009. He is originally from St. 
Louis, as his father was a chem-
ical engineering professor at the 
University.

Prior to Chu’s appointment, 
he was the director of the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Lawrence 
Berkeley National Lab, where 
he successfully led its pursuit of 
new alternative and renewable 
energies. He also was a professor 
of physics and molecular and cell 
biology at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley.

During the Commencement 
exercises on Friday, May 21, Chu 
will receive an honorary degree. 
The University has not yet 
released the names of the other 
honorary degree recipients.

maintain hope?”
To help wounded and dis-

abled veterans regain a sense 
of purpose, Greitens used 
his combat pay to found The 
Mission Continues in 2007. 
Through this nonprofi t organi-
zation, he provides wounded 
veterans with fellowships to 
use their strengths and serve 
in their local communities.

Greitens believes that 
wounded veterans have a tre-
mendous amount to give if 
they are provided with proper 
venues.

“[Disabled veterans] 
needed to know that when 
they came home, we did not 
see them as problems, but as 
assets,” Greitens said. “They 
wanted to hear that we recog-
nize their strength and want 
to help them fi nd a way back 
to serve.”

When observing the vet-
erans’ continued devotion 
to service, Greitens gained 

new insight on what courage 
means, in addition to its com-
mon connotation of bravery.

More specifi cally, he 
learned that courage is also 
about perseverance—about 
waking up day after day and 
doing the hard things that 
need to be done. Greitens 
described courage as a proper 
balance between bravery and 
perseverance.

By sharing his experi-
ences, Greitens hopes to 
inspire the young to challenge 
themselves and think about 
how they can serve society.

“What I ask all of us to do 
is to look at our courage, see 
where it is uneven and ask 
ourselves what hard things 
we need to do to become bet-
ter public servants,” Greitens 
advised.

Overall, Greitens served 
as an inspirational role model 
for the attendees. 

“When we think of public 

service, you have to think of 
someone like Eric Greitens,” 
said Robin Hattori, director 
of the Gephardt Institute for 
Public Service, who arranged 
the lecture. “He really does 
epitomize the idea that you 
always have something to 
give.”

Greitens’ lecture inspired 
students to evaluate their per-
sonal conduct.

“What I fi nd most inspir-
ing about [Greitens] was 
how he seemed to never be 
satisfi ed with where he is,” 
freshman Francis Wu said. 
“[Greitens] makes me won-
der how much more I could 
be doing.”

Not only did several 
students fi nd the lecture 
inspiring, they also pointed 
out that The Mission Con-
tinues reinforced some 
principles that they aspire to 
abide by.

“I love his idea of 

supporting veterans that are 
injured and giving them a 
reason to still continue in 
life and not give up,” said 
Brett Simons, a student from 
Maryville University in St. 
Louis who participates in 
Army Reserve Offi cers’ Train-
ing Corps (ROTC). “This is 
what we are about: not giving 
up, never quit.”

Just after Greitens encour-
aged students to pursue public 
service, the night ended with 
a hands-on opportunity for 
students to translate their 
ambition into reality. After 
the lecture, students packaged 
non-perishable food items 
and miscellaneous products 
to send to soldiers in Iraq.

The Gephardt Institute and 
the Assembly Series Program 
made the lecture possible. 
The Washington Univer-
sity Military Care Package 
Group sponsored the service 
project.

Steven Chu, U.S. secretary of energy, will deliver the 2010 
Commencement address. Chancellor Mark Wrighton announced 
that Chu speak during the senior toast on Wednesday.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
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of it on our end.”
According to Hattori, these 

partnerships give as much, if 
not more, back to the students 
than to the outer community.

“Everybody talks about the 
Wash. U. bubble and kind of 
getting caught up [here],” she 
said. “But the fact that when 
you do get out…you really get 
a better sense of what the world 
is about and what you can do, 
so I really think it’s a two-way 
street with these partnerships.”

Hattori believes that this 
event allows everyone on cam-
pus to fi nd out more about what 
others are doing.

“I also love the chance 
that students get to showcase 
a little bit about what they’ve 
done,” she said. “There’s so 
many things that go on on this 
campus…but this is a really 
concrete way to talk to people 
who are doing these projects.”

Hattori pointed out that 
Faces of Hope provides a 
central location for several pro-
grams to be displayed, which 
is important because of Wash. 
U.’s decentralization.

“Wash. U. is known as a 
pretty decentralized place…
and the fact that this event 

brings together people from 
all different schools [and] all 
different departments…gives 
you a wonderful sense of the 
breadth and the scope of all the 
things that are going on across 
campus,” Hattori said.

Sophomore Emily Averna, 
who is involved in the Green 
Events Commission, is excited 
that this event will give every-
one the chance to see what 
occurs on campus.

“It will be inspiring to see 
the ways in which students 
have followed their passion 
for improving the human 
experience and will be a good 
networking opportunity for stu-
dent groups,” Averna said.

She hopes that the event 
will increase student awareness 
of the Green Events Commis-
sion on campus.

“The Green Events Com-
mission is eager to increase 
its visibility and presence on 
campus, and Faces of Hope is 
an excellent opportunity to do 
that,” Averna said. “We hope 
to make connections with other 
groups who may want to get 
sustainability consulting from 
us or who may have sugges-
tions as to how we can improve 

our operations.”
Sophomore Preethi Kem-

baiyan, who is involved in 
both GlobeMed and Crafts By 
Youth, also likes how this event 
will give others the opportu-
nity to see their organization’s 
work. 

“Both GlobeMed and 
Crafts By Youth work primar-
ily in Uganda so it’s not as easy 
engaging students on campus 
because our work doesn’t seem 
to directly pertain to the Wash. 
U. or St. Louis community,” 
Kembaiyan said.

Another benefi t of Faces 
of Hope is that participants of 
community service can refl ect 
upon their work.

“I think it’s important for us 
to always take a step back and 
refl ect on the things that we’re 
doing and ask ourselves how 
can we be doing them better 
[...] to take the time and appre-
ciate the effort that goes into 
them,” Hattori said.

The event will take place 
in Whitaker Hall Atrium and 
Auditorium on Thursday, April 
8, from 4 to 6 p.m.
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YOUR VOICE: LETTERS AND GUEST COLUMNS

Student Life welcomes letters to the editor and op-ed submissions 
from readers.

Letters to the Editor
One Brookings Drive #1039
St. Louis, MO 63130-4899
News: 314-935-5995

Fax: 314-935-5938
E-mail: letters@studlife.com

All submissions must include the writer’s name, class, address and 

phone number for verifi cation. Student Life reserves the right to edit all 

letters for style, length, libel considerations and grammar. Letters should 

be no longer than 350 words in length. Readers may also submit 

longer articles of up to 750 words as guest columns. Student Life 

reserves the right to print any submission as a letter or guest column.
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When we search 
for a job or 
an intern-
ship, when we 

apply to college and gradu-
ate school, when we are trying 
to get a spot in that club or 
honorary, we would like to 
think that those in charge are 
focused on what we bring 
to the table. Chances are, 
however, that if you know 
someone who can you help 
you in one of these organi-
zations, it’s going to mean 
just as much as your quali-
fi cations. We live in a world 
of connections and network-
ing, where the question of 
who you know dominates the 
seemingly unimportant fac-
tor of what you know. As a 
sophomore looking for a job 
in New York City, for exam-
ple, there is very little on 
your resume that’s going to 
impress. Obviously there are 
the wunderkind exceptions, 
but let’s put the overachievers 
aside because this is a column 
for the people by a person.    

Should we be concerned 
that so much of our future 
could be determined by our 
connections or our parents’ 
connections? Should we 
spend more time going out 
and on Facebook so that we 
can meet people, rather than 
hitting the books rigorously? 
Should there be a class on net-
working? My answer to these 
questions is no. Despite all the 
evidence stacked against true 
knowledge as a solid asset, I 
really believe that it’s neces-
sary in your professional and 
social lives. A connection is 
great way to get in the door, 

and yes, networking is criti-
cal once you are in that door,  
yet a connection can only 
do so much. Granted, it will 
certainly help you get that 
internship or get a spot in that 
honorary, but once you are 
in, you have to prove that you 
belong there. Unless you’re 
the boss’s son or daughter, 
chances are you’re not going 
to stick around very long 
if you can’t pull your own 
weight.

The upper hand that this 
inroad to success may give 
you is a two-way street. Not 
only do you have to prove 
that you are worthy, but your 
performance also refl ects on 
the generous soul who stuck 
his or her neck out for you. 
Your credibility is directly 
related to that of your connec-
tion, and if you stink, you can 
pretty much guarantee that the 
person responsible for your 
position will get a mouthful.

Achieving success (suc-
cess here is a relative term, 
mainly relating to whether 
or not you are gainfully 
employed over the summer) 
is dependent upon a delicate 
balance of intelligence and 
the relationships you have 
made. It is reliant upon both 
whom you know and what 
you know. That connection 
certainly makes the odds of 
initial success greater, but you 
have to impress once you’re 
there. In all reality, I would 
read this column with a grain 
of salt, since I still don’t have 
an internship this summer. All 
I can really say for certain is 
that I think it will all be O.K. 
Maybe.

From engaging with 
the vice-presidential 
debate to lobby-
ing for MetroLink 

expansion and leading the 
campus’s response to the inci-
dent this fall at Mother’s Bar, 
the class of 2010 has been 
defi ned by student activism. 

The seniors have helped 
to imbue the campus with an 
unprecedented level of excite-
ment on issues ranging from 
race to environmental sus-
tainability. As they diverge 
on their own separate paths, 
we can only hope that the 
seniors carry this passion and 
commitment into their future 
communities. The Univer-
sity should rightfully send the 
seniors off in proper fash-
ion with a Commencement 
speaker who will inspire 
students to incorporate the 
voice they were easily able to 
express in a university setting 
in the “real world.”

This year’s Commence-
ment speaker, Steven Chu, 
the Secretary of Energy for 
the Obama administration, 
is a choice that refl ects the 

character of the class of 2010. 
He was defi nitely not on any 
students’ shortlists for Com-
mencement speaker yet is an 
expert on an issue that will 
challenge and defi ne the gen-
eration of graduates. During 
a time when energy-related 
issues are paramount, his 
message has the potential to 
be especially relevant. 

He may not be the house-
hold name we hope for each 
year, but at this point it’s 
really hard to complain about 
the choice. In 2008, Com-
mencement speaker Chris 
Matthews delivered a political 
message that didn’t resonate 
with the student body. Wendy 
Kopp, the founder of Teacher 
for America and the 2009 
Commencement speaker, rep-
resented a more promising 
choice since the core mission 
of her program embodies the 
ability of young people to 
impel change in this world. 
However, she delivered a 
lackluster speech that failed 
to engage a signifi cant por-
tion of the graduating class 
that either disagreed with the 

purpose of her program or 
whose interests lay elsewhere. 

Chu is a Nobel Prize win-
ner and throughout his career, 
he has worked to fi nd alterna-
tive energy choices. He has 
the power and infl uence to 
change the direction of energy 
use in our country. He is also 
a St. Louis native whose 
father taught at Washington 
University. We hope that his 
speech refl ects the knowledge 
of the community that he 
clearly has. 

Chu is not without his 
controversy, however. On 
Wednesday, hours before 
the University’s announce-
ment, President Obama 
delivered a speech propos-
ing oil and natural gas drilling 
in the southeast coastline of 
the Atlantic, eastern Gulf of 
Mexico and the north coast of 
Alaska. Though the sensitive 
coastline north of New Jersey 
as well as Alaska’ Bristol Bay 
will continue to be closed to 
drilling, this is the fi rst time 
the other areas have been 
opened, and the news goes 
against the wishes of Obama’s 

environmentally conscious 
supporters and likely much of 
the student body. 

We hope Chu avoids 
delivering a speech that turns 
his back on his academic 
roots in favor of the rhetoric 
of the Obama administration’s 
new plan. If Chu focuses his 
speech on energy issues fac-
ing this generation and does 
not make it just a political 
stump speech, it could leave a 
resounding sound in Brook-
ings Quad. The open-minded 
approach he has taken on 
energy issues throughout his 
career has the potential to 
reach all students, no matter 
their interests. 

So, Class of 2010, go into 
this Commencement with 
an open mind, because Chu 
just may be able to deliver 
that message that will stay 
with us long after gradua-
tion, just as a Commencement 
speech should. And while he 
is no Jon Stewart, we at least 
get a Nobel Laureate who is 
respectable enough to have 
been a guest on the Daily 
Show.

Charlie Low
Forum Editor

Charlie is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. He can be reached via 
e-mail at chlow@wustl.edu.

Is it who
or what

you know?

It’s April, the daffo-
dils are blooming, and 
admitted students are 
touring the Washington 

University campus. In the 
last few weeks, I have seen 
enough incoming freshmen 
to make me wonder whether 
the class of 2014 has already 
taken up residence on the 
South 40. But they haven’t 
yet. In fact, many high 
school seniors are still going 
through the same nerve-
wracking admission, waitlist 
and rejection process that the 
class of 2013 went through 
a year ago. For many of my 
peers and me, this was the 
fi rst time we had to deal with 
goals we could not reach, 
and rejection was very diffi -
cult to handle.

Rejection in any form 
is tough, regardless of its 
scale. As young adults enter-
ing the real world, students 
must realize that rejection 
is inevitable. Everyone will 
face disappointment, and 
rejections will follow us 
throughout our adult lives.

Being in college has been 
much more diffi cult than 
it was to get into college. I 

have tried harder in the past 
year than I ever have before 
and yet have still faced more 
disappointments than at 
any other point in my life. 
The disappointments I have 
faced, however, have forced 
me to grow up. I now know 
from personal experience 

that circumstances will not 
always unfold as I want, or 
intend, them to. 

Ultimately an individual’s 
behavior in the face of such 
rejection is far more indica-
tive of his or her character 

Sneha Thakur
Staff Columnist

Lessons 
from 

rejection

STAFF EDITORIAL

DANNY JONES  EDITORIAL CARTOON

For members of the 
Washington Uni-
versity community, 
the only responsi-

ble choice on the Metro tax 
increase is to vote “no.” The 
tax will be on the April 6 
ballot in St. Louis County as 
Proposition A. It would be 
the third sales tax increase 
for Metro and would be 
a 100 percent increase in 
revenue from county taxpay-
ers—from about $80 million 
to about $160 million a year. 

It would also be the third 
sales tax increase in St. 
Louis County in three years. 
For families struggling to 
make ends meet in tough 
economic times, it would 
only add to their hardship. 
Low-income families can 
pay five to six times more 

of their income, on a per-
centage basis, than those in 
higher brackets.

The millionaires and 
high-income people promot-
ing the tax might find this 
hard to understand. This 
would include Washington 
University Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton, who was reported 
to be earning more than a $1 
million annually in recent 
years from both his Uni-
versity salary and outside 
director’s fees. 

Metro’s claimed finan-
cial crisis is completely 
contrived. It has lost some 
funding but also gained 
some. The increased rev-
enue just from raising fares 
is about $9 million a year. 
Metro also receives funding 
from both the state and fed-
eral governments. 

The transit agency 
is using the well-worn 
“doomsday scenario” in 

order to scare voters—
unless you vote for this tax, 
people won’t be able to get 
to work and senior citi-
zens and the disabled will 
be left stranded. In 2008, 
just before the vote on the 
Metro tax, County Execu-
tive Charlie Dooley had 
county government reduce 
Metro’s funding by $8.5 mil-
lion. The funding was in the 
budget but was diverted. An 
even bigger crisis was then 
claimed. 

What is absolutely 
shameless is Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton’s involve-
ment in the hugely deceptive 
and misleading campaign 
to pass the Metro tax. He 
is repeating the threats that 
Metro has constantly made. 
It does not seem to bother 
him that Metro is providing 
multi-million dollar subsi-
dies to the University while 
cutting back on service to 

those needing it the most. 
In addition to the 

MetroLink system that con-
nect the University’s various 
campuses, Metro has two 
bus routes that cater to the 
University and also pro-
vides a shuttle service that 
runs seven days a week from 
morning to night. About 98 
percent of the shuttle rid-
ers use Wash. U. passes. The 
reason Metro is so generous 
to the University is that it 
allows the transit agency to 
inflate ridership numbers.

To members of the 
Washington University com-
munity: do the right thing 
and vote “no” on Proposi-
tion A on Tuesday.

See THAKUR, page 5

Tom Sullivan
Op-Ed Submission

NO on the Metro tax 
(Proposition A)

Tom is the spokesman for the 
Public Transit Accountability 
Project. He can be reached via e-
mail at tsullivan@sullivanadv.net.

““While a rejection 
is certainly an ef-
fective remedy for 
bravado, there is a 
fi ne line between 
learning humility 
and losing your 

self-esteem. 

Selection of Chu fi tting 
for Class of 2010
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During those occa-
sional, but not 
uncommon, 
moments when I 

fi nd myself seeking perhaps a 
bit more attention than is due 
to me at the moment, I know 
exactly how to effortlessly 
reorient the room’s spotlight. 
All it takes is six words—six 
words which you’ve heard 
individually countless times 
before, but somehow, when 
strung together in this particu-
lar order cause the sharpest of 
gasps and the most sorrowed 
of moans: “My parents didn’t 
move me in.”

A scream is heard in the 
distance.

No. Nope. My parents 
didn’t move me into col-
lege. I fl ew all the way from 
the East Coast at the start of 
my freshman year alone. My 
parents asked if I’d like them 
to come, and I declined—or 
I never asked them, I’m not 

sure. In any case, I had one 
suitcase, two arms and two 
parents. You do the math. 

So, I arrived on move-in 
day, moved in, immediately 
fell passionately in love 
with my roommate (and her 
parents), and my college 
experience was off and run-
ning, sans any breakfasts with 
Mom and Dad. Now, one and 
half years later, they have yet 
to visit, and I’m doing fi ne. 
I have had no reason to ask 
them to stop their work, clear 
their weekends, book a hotel 
and buy plane tickets, and 
furthermore, I have two older 
sisters who have had such 
reasons.

It’s always striking to 
me how shocked people are 
when I tell them this little fact 
about myself. They feel such 
pity; their lower lips tremble 
by their noses, and their eyes 
grow as wide as the coffee 
cup they hold, each slurp an 
attempt to solicit confi rmation 
that my parents really love 
me. The conversation always 
ends awkwardly, and I’m left 

unsure if I’ve proven that I’m 
not neglected.

A few afternoons ago, my 
mom called me; her voice was 
hushed in whispered urgency 
when I picked up. “Can I 
vent?” she asked, sounding 
rather like she was presently 
stuffed in what she believed 
to be the soundproof space 
underneath a desk. I acqui-
esced. She went on to tell me 
of a family friend’s daughter: 
the sweet girl, a graduat-
ing high school senior, was 
going to be denied her fi rst 
week of college—orienta-
tion, move-in, classes, the 
whole shebang—because her 
parents were going to be out 
of the country to bring her 
21-year-old brother to a pro-
gram abroad. This was not the 
girl’s decision. Her parents 
would rather she miss what is 
arguably the most important 
week of freshman year than 
send her off into her await-
ing adulthood in solitude. 
My mother and I hung up the 
phone, equally devastated. 

This is hardly the fi rst 

article to try and pry away the 
rigid security blanket around 
our generation and cry, “Hey! 
There’s a kid in here!” but 
I can’t help but stare in awe 
at the great distances that 
umbilical cords now travel to 
campuses. Washington Uni-
versity is perhaps particularly 
susceptible to this practice, as 
it tends to address parents as 
secondary students instead of 
just faceless wallets (as they 
should be!). In the process of 
attending a Wash. U. summer 
program, I needed a parental 
signature to both apply and 
confi rm my spot, despite my 
18+ legal status as an adult. 
When I visited Student Finan-
cial Services last year, it took 
great lengths and specifi c 
directions to get the counselor 
to send information directly 
to me, instead of just to my 
father.

I have a particularly strong 
view about my dependency. 
The view is that I don’t like 
it. My mother is constantly 
reminding me that “I’m 
still just a kid!” and “I’m 

supposed to need my par-
ents!” Be that as it may, I 
don’t need my parents for 
things I don’t actually need 
them for. Just as the term 
“PTA” was rather foreign to 
my family 10 years ago, the 
phrase “Parents’ Weekend” 
is just as unfamiliar now. I 
wonder how much this school 
and the parents themselves 
exacerbate a 20-year-old’s 
dependency.

It should be said, however, 
that I recently learned that a 
play I wrote will be read in a 
festival next October. I asked 
my parents to come to see 
it. My life will not crumble 
if they don’t make it, but it 
would still mean something 
to me to see them in the audi-
ence. So for this occasion, I 
kick my soapbox aside, and as 
it falls inverted, I realize that 
sometimes, I need my par-
ents too.

Selena Lane
Staff Columnist

Selena is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. She can be reached via 
e-mail at sslane@wustl.edu.

On not being moved into college

than behavior in times of 
success. By now I have 
learned the all-important art 
of how to accept such disap-
pointments and bow out of a 
situation with dignity.

If treated appropriately, 
the experience of facing a 
disappointment can make us 
more mature individuals. As 
a new freshman, I would call 
home and pout anytime I was 
having a diffi cult moment, 
but I realized over time that 
this is neither a practical nor 
a productive modus operandi. 
Life does not get any easier, 
but rather more diffi cult, and 
if you are pushing yourself 
to bigger and better goals, 
unfortunately you are bound 
to face more rejections along 
the way.

While rejection is cer-
tainly an effective remedy for 
bravado, there is a fi ne line 
between learning humility 
and losing your self-esteem. 
When confronted with the 
challenges of college aca-
demics and social life, 
students must remember that 
often the demands they place 
on themselves are simply 
unreasonable. An individual 
is not challenging him or her-
self enough if he or she can 
reach every goal.

As the popular adage 
goes, “It is better to have 
tried and failed than to never 
have tried at all,” indicating 
that sometimes what we learn 
from failure is more impor-
tant in the long run than the 
actual failure itself. Like any 
other human being, we aren’t 
required to succeed every 
time.

While I have heard stories 

about highly successful peo-
ple pasting their rejection 
letters on walls to motivate 
themselves, I fi nd it depress-
ing to spend too much time 
dwelling on shortcomings. 
We should, of course, try to 
negate our fl aws, but exces-
sive time spent fretting about 
past failures can close our 

eyes to new opportunities 
that are opening before us. 

Foremost, we should 
always remain optimistic 
about future prospects. This 
is particularly important to 
remember at a time when 
national rates of depression 
and suicide among col-
lege students are on the rise. 
Rejection and perceived fail-
ure may seem catastrophic 
in the short term, but time 
is a magician with a little 
perspective.

THAKUR from page 4

Sneha is a freshman in Arts & 
Sciences. She can be reached 
via e-mail at sthakur@wustl.
edu.

The college experi-
ence means more 
than simple class-
room education, 

and luckily, Washington 
University offers so much 
more than antique philoso-
phy and complex molecular 
structures.

The coming-of-age lib-
eration experienced by so 
many within the college 
environment can be attrib-
uted—in addition to formal 
academics—to cultural, reli-
gious, socio-economic and 
racial diversity; to becoming 
a member of such a defined 
community; to meeting 
new people; to being inde-
pendent; to having more 
freedom; and to feeling the 
pulse of a living and histori-
cal city like St. Louis.

“The Gateway to the 
West” has served as an 
integral stepping stone 
throughout American his-
tory and continues to remain 
important within the college 
experience of the typical 
Wash. U. student.

The offerings of St. Louis 
are so wide and varied that 
every outing into the city 
seems more like an adven-

ture than an occasional 
get-away. Every brave explo-
ration reveals even more 
opportunities and choices, 
from those of history and 
classic art to authentic inter-
national cuisines. 

Some of the best and 
most favored memories 
of my college experience 
contain fragments of my 
journeys into the wild urban 
fringes that surround Wash. 
U.

Often, we equate Wash. 
U. life with a bubble. How-
ever, I imagine the divide 
as an island: a wonderful, 
beautiful place to be but a 
location so constricted that 
at some point every person 
will want to leave.

A bubble shouldn’t be 
very difficult to burst, but a 
person on an isolated island 
without a single boat can 
only swim so far before 
being overwhelmed and 
forced to return.

Likewise, many Wash. 
U. students come to cam-
pus without vehicles and 
live here as if on an island 
with no boat by which to 
escape. Either by personal 
choice or financial limi-
tations, the simple fact 
remains that a surpris-
ing number of students do 
not have cars, especially 

since they are simply not 
allowed to freshmen. Even 
many upperclassmen refuse 
to bring vehicles to cam-
pus due to the high cost of 
parking passes ($438) and 
the general costs of car 
maintenance.

For these students, the 
independence and freedom 
of college can be seriously 
curtailed if no mechanism 
by which to escape into the 
broader city and community 
exists. However, how does 
one travel cross-town if he 
or she is not able or allowed 

to have a vehicle on campus?
The answer: public trans-

portation. Its name: METRO.
Public transit, a.k.a. 

buses, light-rail and 
paratransit, provides trans-
portation to more than 
100,000 people every day, 
amounting to about 53 mil-
lion rides a year. Students 
account for 10 percent of 
MetroBus and 7 percent of 
MetroLink ridership, and it 
is estimated that the aver-
age rider saves $2,000 per 
year compared to the cost of 
driving.

MetroLink currently runs 
from the southwestern part 
of the city to downtown 
and up to the airport on the 
northwestern side, while 
MetroBus provides routes 
to almost everywhere in 
between.

With Metro, one has a 
regular opportunity to “get 
away” from Wash. U. With 
Metro, one can easily tra-
verse the city and experience 
all that St. Louis has to offer. 
With Metro, we can grow 
and mature. But only with 
Metro…

Brandon Lucius
Op-Ed Submission

Brandon is a sophomore in Arts 
& Sciences. He can be reached 
via e-mail at bglucius@wustl.edu.

Metro: Our escape 
to St. Louis

“““Rejection and per-
ceived failure may 
seem catastrophic 
in the short term, 

but time is a magi-
cian with a little 

perspective.”““Some of my best 
and most favored 

memories of my col-
lege experience con-

tain fragments of 
my journeys into 
the wild urban 

fringes that sur-
round Wash.U
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STUDENT LIFE presents a guide to places of worship in the WU community

Religious Directory

Sundays:  11am & 9pm

6352 Forsyth · 935-9191

Masses at the CSC:

Catholic Student Center

Stop by any time to study, relax or pray!

www.washucsc.org

We’re here for YOU!

Masses and Free Soup Meal:
Tuesdays at 5:15 pm
 Fridays at 12:05 pm

6199 Waterman (at Skinker)
(314)863-1992 • www.graceumcstl.org

Every Sunday:
Casual Worship 

in Chapel 8:30 a.m.
Classic Worship 

in Sanctuary 10:30a.m.

Van Service from Shepley Drive 
at the Clock Tower 10:10 a.m.

FREE Lunches for Students 
at 11:45 a.m.

Looking for a place 
to get involved in 

www.union-avenue.org

SERVICEarts
faith?
UNIONAVENUECHRISTIANCHURCH

D I S I C P L E S  O F  C H R I S T

INSPIRING ETHICAL LIVING

The Ethical Society is a community of 
people united in the belief that an 

ethical life creates a more just, loving 
and sustainable world for all.  

Join us on Sunday mornings for the 
9:45 Forum &

11:00 Platform Address. 
Children's Sunday School meets 

10am-noon

Ethical Society of St. Louis
(1/4 mile west of the Galleria)

9001 Clayton Rd.
                   (314) 991-0955

www.ethicalstl.org 

Catho l i c  Student  Union and the  Cathol i c  Student  Center  invi te  you to  

Celebrate Holy Week and Easter with the 
Catholic Student Center Community! 

 
           Good Friday Service (April 2 – CSC Chapel): 7pm 

 

 
Easter Vigil Mass (April 3– CSC Chapel): 7:30pm 
         

Easter Sunday Mass (April 4) 
2 MASSES!  9:30am and 11:30am -  
                             Graham Chapel   (No 9pm Mass on Easter Sunday)  

 

Catholic Student Center  6352 Forsyth Blvd.  www.washucsc.org 
 

 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS 
MINISTRY

Relax.  Reflect.  Renew.

Sundays at 8:00 pm

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

863.8140

7pm FREE home-cooked meal.

Candlelight Worship

www.BaisAbe.com
6910 Delmar 

in the Loop

“Bais Abe” 

Meditative and Learners’ services in 
English, Communal Shabbat meals, 

Jewish learning opportunities.  
Call or email for more info.  

314.721.3030  rabbi@baisabe.com  

-A warm & open community 
for faculty and students 
right around the corner.Advertise your place of worship for only $18 per week!

Contact us to find out how.

314-935-6713 | advertising@studlife.com
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The songs on “All in Good 
Time” have everything that 
makes the Barenaked Ladies 
great: rapid-fi re lyrics that fi t 
together in interesting ways, 
catchy tunes and solid vocals. 
In fact, it is diffi cult to pin-
point what’s missing from the 
album. But when you con-
sider that this is the group 
that brought us such hits as 
“If I Had a Million Dollars,” 
“One Week” and “Pinch Me,” 
“All in Good Time” starts to 
feel a little bit disappoint-
ing. There are no hits. There 
aren’t even any deep tracks 
that you’ll want to introduce 
to people. It’s one of those 
albums you’ll listen to once, 
half-smile and then bust out 
your copy of “Maroon.”

Consider “Four Seconds,” 
which is one of the bet-
ter songs on the album. The 
rhymes are really interesting, 
and every once in a while a 
phrase will jump out at you: 
“Redesigned, redefi ned/Keep-
ing up the spellbind/Gotta 
make it worth the grind/Just 
in time to have another close 
encounter of the third kind.”

The Barenaked Ladies is 
one of the only groups that 
can pull off a completely 
random reference to “Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind.” But “Four Seconds” 
doesn’t do anything that “One 

Week” didn’t do better. Who 
could fail to love a song with 
lyrics like “Like Kurosawa, 
I make mad fi lms/ OK, I 
don’t make fi lms/ But if I did, 
they’d have a Samurai”? And 
unlike “Four Seconds,” which 
is entirely composed of ran-
dom, stream-of-consciousness 
phrases, “One Week” actually 
had a story to it.

Like I say, there’s noth-
ing really wrong with “All 
in Good Time.” The Bare-
naked Ladies may actually be 
incapable of making a song I 
don’t like. But they can, and 
have, done better.

‘All in Good Time’
Barenaked Ladies

What happened to Usher? 
In 2004, the R&B singer 
released his hugely success-
ful album “Confessions,” 
which spawned four number-
one singles—“Yeah,” “Burn,” 
“Confessions Part II” and “My 
Boo.” Then, he tried to make a 
comeback in 2008 with “Here 
I Stand,” which managed to 
feature one number-one hit, 
“Love in this Club.” 

Now Usher has returned 
with his new album, “Ray-
mond vs. Raymond,” in the 
hopes that he can regain his 
former title of R&B king. At 
this point, that seems highly 
unlikely. 

“Raymond vs. Raymond” 
has seen many delays and 
disappointments since it was 
fi rst announced. Its origi-
nal fi rst single, “Papers,” was 
re-coined a “buzz single” to 
cover up for its modest suc-
cess, a smart choice given the 
bore that it is. The remaining 
singles have thus far failed to 
even break into the top 30 on 
the Billboard Hot 100. Usher 
is not living up to his name 
or previous success with this 
album.

 The album itself is just 
OK. There are some good 
songs and some bad ones, but 
most of them are just there. 
Songs like “Okay,” “Monstar” 
and “So Many Girls” fi ll up 
the album but don’t offer any-
thing special.

 Mixed in with these noth-
ing-special, ignore-them songs 
are a few that work well. Offi -
cial “fi rst single” “Hey Daddy 
(Daddy’s Home)” doesn’t 
necessarily shine, but is good 
overall. The vocals are impres-
sive, and the beat by The 
Runners is hard to ignore.  
While the lyrics come off as 
a little creepy (“You know 
your daddy’s home/It’s time 
to play”), the song has a good 
vibe that is easy to rock to.

 On the slow jam side of 
things, “There Goes My Baby” 
defi nitely shines. Over a synth-
piano and spare percussion, 
Usher belts his love for his 
“baby.” He demonstrates his 
vocal range on this one, and 
his emotion breaks through. 
What he can’t do on “Papers” 
and “Okay,” he knocks out of 
the park on this one. 

 By far my favorite song, 
“Lil’ Freak,” seems like 
pretty standard club fare. It’s 
true that there isn’t anything 

particularly standout about the 
song’s lyrics or subject mat-
ter; it’s a pretty shallow song, 
in fact. Even so, the Polow da 
Don beat is crazy with its bass 
and synthetic claps. It is the 
perfect song to dance to in a 
club, and it’s hard to ignore. 
The fact that it features the 
hottest female rapper of the 
moment, Nicki Minaj, is just 
icing on the guilty pleasure 
cake.

 While most of the remain-
der of the album does nothing 
to differentiate itself, a couple 
songs do stand out in their 
awfulness. “OMG,” Ush-
er’s next international single, 
is probably the worst of the 
bunch. The beat is highly syn-
thesized and sounds exactly 
like the new Black Eyed Peas 
sound, which makes sense 
given the fact that it’s pro-
duced by the Black Eyed 
Peas’ will.i.am. Aside from 
the unoriginality of the beat, 
Usher’s voice just sounds 
strange. It is unnaturally low 
and cacophonous. Releasing a 
boring song is bad enough, but 
releasing this horrible one is 
far worse.

 Usher can do better, plain 
and simple. We’ve all heard it 
with the massively successful 
and acclaimed “Confessions” 
album. He is perfectly capa-
ble of producing good music, 
but he completely missed 
the mark with “Raymond vs. 
Raymond.” With an album 
comprised primarily by boring 
fi ller, Usher really should have 
spent more time picking better 
material. This just didn’t cut 
it. Hopefully you’ll get it right 
next time, Usher, but be aware 
that you only get so many 
chances. 

‘Raymond vs. Raymond’
Usher

Society needs to stop 
encouraging Nicholas 
Sparks.

In his latest effort, Miley 
Cyrus plays Ronnie, an ang-
sty teenager forced to spend 
the summer with her father 
(Greg Kinnear) after her 
parents’ bitter divorce. Ron-
nie is a piano prodigy who 
is accepted into Julliard and 
reads Tolstoy but utters lines 
like, “Did you go to some 
nice guy school or some-
thing?” She resents everyone 
without justification and 
roams the Georgia beaches 
with a permanent scowl.

Then, one day, her life is 
turned upside-down by Will 
Blakelee (Liam Hemsworth), 
hunky volleyball player and 
all-around good guy. Ron-
nie plays hard to get, but 
can’t resist Will’s charm-
ing persistence. From there, 
the romantic plot develops 
steadily and predictably. 

As the debut for director 
Julie Anne Robinson, “The 
Last Song” is lacking in 

both voice and imagination. 
There is no attention given 
to the composition of the 
frame or editing, which are 
equally rushed and sloppy. 
I noted several times where 
different takes of Cyrus were 
used without any attempt to 
streamline them.

With the exception of 
Greg Kinnear, the act-
ing is cheap and histrionic. 
Even Kinnear, a proven 
actor recognizable from 
his roles in “As Good as It 
Gets” and “Little Miss Sun-
shine,” cannot overcome 
the envelope-thin charac-
ter development Nicholas 
Sparks offers. And for one of 
Cyrus’ largest roles to date, 
she does not impress. Her 
acting is showy and incon-
sistent. One minute she’s 
reserved, the next snarky, 
the next, bold and confident.  

The film’s Achilles’ heel 
is Sparks’ transparent script. 
All of the characters speak 
with Sparks’ voice, that of 
a Hallmark greeting card. 
Dialogue telegraphs charac-
ters’ thoughts and feelings, 
as if by self-narration. And 
for a film meant to focus on 

music, there is barely any 
emphasis on it: The sound-
track is decent, including a 
few songs from Jose Gonza-
lez, Feist and Iron & Wine, 
but the indie music choices 
clash with the melodramatic 
tone. There are a few scenes 
involving principal charac-
ters playing the piano which 
are deeply affective, and 
though I appreciated these 
scenes, I was not in tears, 
unlike the teenage girls in 
my row.

The story’s problem was 
its inability to get to the 
heart of Ronnie’s resentment 
of her father, as well as her 
personal insecurities. Had 
the story focused on Ron-
nie’s ambivalence toward 
being a piano prodigy or her 
inability to fill her father’s 
shoes, it would have been 
more interesting. Around the 
middle of the film, there is 
an offensively melodramatic 
turn, which left me groan-
ing for the remainder of the 
movie. 

“The Last Song” is 
poorly done, even for Nicho-
las Sparks. The poor acting, 
lazy direction and derivative 

script make “The Note-
book” look like “Citizen 
Kane.” The difference here 
is that Sparks authored this 
screenplay himself, whereas 
screenwriter Jeremy Leven 
adapted “The Notebook” to 
the screen. For all my criti-
cisms of “The Notebook” 
(i.e., the misrepresentation 
of Alzheimer’s disease), the 
dialogue and characters were 
profoundly more realistic 
than the hollow, clichéd non-
sense in “The Last Song.” If 
you value your time in any 
way, I’d recommend you 
steer clear of this one.

★★★✩✩★★★✩✩
for fans of

Flight of the Conchords, 

Jason Mraz, 

Matchbox Twenty

tracks to download

‘Another Heartbreak, ‘

‘Four Seconds’

ALBUMREVIEW

Nora Long
Cadenza Reporter

Alex Terrono
Cadenza Movie Editor

★★★★✮✩✩✩✩
for fans of

R. Kelly, Trey Songz, Mario

tracks to download

‘Lil’ Freak,’

‘There Goes My Baby,’ ‘Hey 

Daddy (Daddy’s Home)’

Jonathan Emden 
Cadenza Reporter

★✩✩✩✩ directed by   Julie Anne Robinson

and starring  Miley Cyrus, Greg Kinnear, Kelly Preston, Liam Hemsworth

‘The Last Song’
MOVIEREVIEW

ALBUMREVIEW



Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
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ACROSS
1 Basic Latin

lesson word
5 Bedtime story

preceder,
perhaps

9 ’70s dance club
14 Dancer Falana
15 Canyon effect
16 Not whispered
17 Response bias

may affect one
18 Weak, as a novel

plot
19 Piccolo, e.g.
20 Proverbial advice

to a physician
23 “__ Miz”
24 Stick
25 Reasoned belief

in a supreme
being

27 Scaredy-cat
30 Appoint as a

posse member,
say

33 Huck’s transport
36 Consider
38 Obama’s younger

daughter
39 “The Name of

the Rose” writer
40 Scold vigorously
42 Damaged, as

mdse.
43 BP merger

partner
45 Stretch of time
46 Bra size
47 Falling star
49 Lesley of “60

Minutes”
51 Model’s array
53 “Get lost!”
57 Defense gp.?
59 Certain no-

parking area
62 Brink
64 Hit the ground
65 1814-’15 exile

site
66 River romper
67 Titicaca, for one
68 Cause a stench
69 Natural homes
70 Author Bagnold
71 Norms: Abbr.

DOWN
1 Top dog
2 Was heard from

the herd

3 Muslim god
4 Like a basketball

team’s center,
usually

5 National Institutes
of Health city

6 In need of a
massage

7 “Now hear __!”
8 Sharpened
9 Most goofy

10 Laid up
11 Motown genre
12 Adorable
13 Shelley works
21 Prefix with sect

or cycle
22 Captained
26 Hot tub
28 Monopolizes,

with “up”
29 Kennel sounds
31 No __ traffic
32 O.K. Corral

fighter
33 500 sheets
34 Zenith
35 This puzzle’s

theme, if you
listen to the
beginnings of 20-,
40- and 59-
Across and 
11-Down

37 Defensive 
trench

40 Fans
41 With sustained

force
44 Jobs, vis-à-vis

Apple Inc.
46 Oregon NBA

team, familiarly
48 Old touring car
50 “Yo!”
52 Low, moist area

54 Apartment sign
55 Asleep, 

probably
56 Tropical

hardwoods
57 Stratford’s 

river
58 __ noire
60 Actor Rickman
61 Collaborative

Web site
63 Figure out

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

By Jennifer Nutt

(c)2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2

3 4

© 2010 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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The No. 14 Washington Uni-
versity women’s tennis team 
continued its recent string of 
success on Tuesday afternoon, 
defeating NAIA opponent Mis-
souri Baptist University 8-1 at 
the Tao Tennis Center.

The Bears took fi ve of six 
singles matches in addition to all 
three doubles, with one of each 
coming by default.

On the singles end, juniors 
Karina Kocemba and Kalee Cas-
sady both took fi rst and second 
singles by the same count of 6-1, 
6-0. Freshman Paige Madara fol-
lowed suit in third singles with a 
6-2, 7-5 victory, and senior Grace 
Fox made it through the longest 
match of the day with a 6-0, 
5-7, 14-12 win at fourth singles. 
Sophomore Kristen George’s 
defeat at fi fth singles, by a count 
of 6-4, 6-3, was the team’s only 
setback.

The strong play continued on 

the doubles side, where juniors 
Jaclyn Bild and Elise Sambol 
won at fi rst doubles 8-3, and 
senior Allison Dender and soph-
omore Natalie Tingir took second 
doubles by a score of 8-2.

With the win, the Bears took 
their fourth contest in a row, 
improving to 7-3 on the year. The 
team heads to Madison, Wis., for 
its next contest, as it will partici-
pate in the Madison Invitational, 
one of its biggest tournaments of 
the season, this weekend, April 
2-3.

Kurt Rohrbeck
Sports Editor

Women’s tennis rolls into invitational

On Monday, April 5, the 
St. Louis Cardinals begin 
the regular season, host-
ing the Cincinnati Reds at 
Busch Stadium. After an NL 
Central Division title and a 
first-round exit in last year’s 
playoffs, the Cardinals are 
the clear favorites to take 
the division again. Here are 
some of the key themes and 
players who you should be 
watching out for:

The meat of the order
Coming off last year’s 

MVP season with 47 home 
runs, 135 RBIs and a .327 
average, hometown hero 
Albert Pujols is primed for 
another big year. At age 30, 
Pujols is still enjoying his 
best years, and the face of 
the franchise is something to 
be excited about. 

For the first time in his 
career, Pujols has a big name 
star batting behind him in 
the lineup. Left fielder Matt 
Holliday is entering his first 
full season in St. Louis, and 
hitting behind Pujols means 

he will enjoy more RBI situ-
ations than he is used to. 
Holliday is coming off of a 
season with 24 homers, 109 
RBI and a .313 batting aver-
age, and although he has 
missed most of the preseason 
with a muscle strain, he has 
been dominant recently. Hol-
liday had never played for a 
big-market team before last 
season (having played with 
the Colorado Rockies and the 
Oakland Athletics), and he 
has thrived on St. Louis’ big 
stage.

Top of the pitching staff
If they remain healthy, 

the Cardinals have one of the 
most lethal one-two punches 
in the MLB atop the rotation. 
Chris Carpenter takes the hill 
for Opening Day on Mon-
day. Carpenter is coming off 
a 17-4 season with a National 
League-leading (and second 
in the major leagues) earned 
run average of 2.24, and he 
has shown no signs of slow-
ing down this season.

Adam Wainwright, who 
led the Major Leagues with 
19 wins last season and 
was fourth in the National 
League with a 2.63 earned 

run average, is one of the 
best pitchers in the league 
not pitching on opening day. 
Between Wainwright and 
Carpenter, the Cardinals have 
a dominant starter entering at 
least 40 percent of games.

Supporting players
These are the big-name 

players, but any champi-
onship team knows the 
supporting cast is equally 
important to success. Right 
fielder Ryan Ludwick, hitting 
behind Pujols and Holli-
day in the lineup, will be 
largely relied on for key RBI. 
Ryan Franklin, coming off a 
38-save season with a 1.92 
ERA, has quietly emerged as 
one of the league’s top clos-
ers. And, earlier this week, 
St. Louis native David Freese 
was awarded the third base-
man job and will now be 
counted on for production. 

There are never any cer-
tainties entering a baseball 
season, but the Cardinals 
have the personnel to capture 
their second consecutive NL 
Central title and make a run 
in the playoffs.

The St. Louis Cardinals: 

What to watch for this season

Major League Baseball is back. Even though the fi rst game of the season offi cially starts on Sunday, April 4, between American League rivals New York and Boston, 
St. Louis is a hotbed for National League baseball. Kurt Rohrbeck gives his take on who will win the NL this year, while Daniel Kurzner reviews the local team.

Daniel Kurzner
Sports Reporter

CHRIS LEE | ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH | MCT

St. Louis Cardinals’ fi rst baseman Albert Pujols throws during Cardinals spring training at Roger 
Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla., in February.

Oftentimes, the year after 
losing in a championship, a 
team can suffer a post-defeat 
hangover of sorts. This idea 
has been on display over the 
last few years in baseball, as 
the 2007 Houston Astros, 2008 
St. Louis Cardinals (sorry, 
folks) and the 2009 Tampa Bay 
Rays all missed the playoffs a 
year after falling in the World 
Series. 

So here are three rea-
sons why the reigning MLB 
runners-up, the Philadelphia 
Phillies, will not only buck that 
trend but also have as good a 
chance as anyone to take home 
the World Series title.

1. The adjustments
While some teams stand 

pat after obtaining high levels 
of success, the Phillies were 
active throughout the offsea-
son. Upgrading from Cliff Lee 
at No. 1 starter is no small task, 
but they managed to do that 
by bringing in Roy Halladay, 

who is arguably one of base-
ball’s most consistent pitchers. 
He will be motivated since he 
is pitching on a strong team 
and will feast on NL hitting. 
Meanwhile, Placido Polanco 
was brought in to replace Pedro 
Felix at third base, and Polanco 
has a more consistent bat at 
the top of the order along with 
some very strong defense.

2. The lineup
Save possibly the defending 

champion New York Yankees, 
the Phillies have the best hit-
ting infi eld and arguably the 
best all-around lineup in the 
majors. Chase Utley and Ryan 
Howard pack quite a punch at 
the 3-4 spots in the order, and if 
Jayson Werth and Raul Ibanez 
can keep up the levels of pro-
duction from their breakout 
seasons last year, this lineup 
will be a headache for anyone 
who has the misfortune of trot-
ting up to the mound against it.

3. The competition
Who in the National 

League is going to stop them? 
Within their division, the Mets 

could be a threat, but they’re 
still behind and who knows 
how healthy they’ll be again. 
I know there’s a piece here 
about the Cardinals, but after 
Pujols and Holliday, their 
lineup drops off signifi cantly. 
And Jonathan Broxton is still 
having nightmares about the 
past two NLCSs, so good luck 
to the Dodgers. And then what 
happens if the Phillies reach 
the Series and the big bad Yan-
kees are there again waiting for 
them? They’ll be ready. Hal-
laday will be as energized as 
ever to fi nally be in the post-
season (against a team he’s had 
success against historically) 
and with the sting of defeat 
still fresh on their minds from 
November, these Phillies won’t 
go down easily to anyone.

So here’s the catch: I was 
born 15 minutes outside of the 
city of Brotherly Love and have 
no problem admitting there’s 
probably some bias in here. So 
am I wrong? Do you disagree? 
Are you a Mets fan? We want 
your opinion. Contact us at 
sports@studlife.com.

Kurt Rohrbeck
Sports Editor

The Phightin’ Phils are back

DAVID SWANSON | PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER | MCT

Philadelphia Phillies’ Chase Utley throws to fi rst with Jeff Larish out at second in a spring 
training game in Clearwater, Fla., Thursday, March 11, 2010.
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Fashion trends
For the past few fashion 

seasons, the tribal trend has 
been en vogue with inspira-
tions from Africa leading the 
way. For their lines, design-
ers drew from experiences 
on safaris, the colors and pat-
terns worn by traders in the 
markets of Marrakesh and 
the intricate beadwork with 
which many African women 
and men adorn themselves.

Oscar de la Renta’s 2008 
spring collection included raf-
fi a hats and geometric prints. 
Earlier this year, celebrity 
stylist Rachel Zoe declared 
that the tribal trend is very 
in this spring. From wooden 
bangles to bold African jew-
elry and prints, anyone can 
adopt this trend. 

Fashion designers
Duro Olowu: This up and 

coming Nigerian designer 
fi rst took the fashion indus-
try by storm in 2004 and has 
been designing phantasmal 
prints ever since. Residing in 
London, he draws inspiration 
from architecture as well as 
his memories from home.

Olowu’s success has been 
so great that in 2005, before 
showing his clothes on any 
runway, he was honored as 
the New Designer of the Year 
at the British Fashion Awards. 
He has even dressed First 
Lady Michelle Obama.

In an interview with The 

Independent in London, he 
was quoted as saying, “My 
job is not about dictating to 
women what they should 
wear; it’s about presenting 
them with beautiful options.” 
On his design aesthetic, he 
told Vogue magazine that 
“good design is international. 
It makes sense anywhere.”

Olowu’s signature style 
consists of combining very 
detailed Yoruba prints with a 
tailored, 70s-inspired twist. 
In this industry of playing it 
safe, I would consider him 
the mix master, as his mixed 
print collections are always 
refreshingly unique. His line 
can be found in Barney’s or 
Jeffrey’s.

Fashion 
magazines

ARISE Magazine 
describes itself as “the fi rst 
global fashion magazine dedi-
cated to the achievements in 
African fashion, music, cul-
ture and polity” according to 
its Web site (www.arisemag-
azine.net). ARISE editor 
Helen Jennings, said of the 
magazine: “ARISE breaks 
cultural and editorial bound-
aries with its mix of up-front 
international news, exclusive 
interviews and luxury fash-
ion stories. I’m proud to say 
ARISE is like no other global 
glossy.”

First launched in fall of 
2008, the monthly maga-
zine gained popularity in 
the spring of 2009 with its 
offi cial launch. On Feb. 13, 
2009, the magazine showed 

an African Fashion Collection 
on the runway at Mercedes-
Benz New York Fashion 
Week, attracting the best Afri-
can models in the industry, 
including Liya Kebede, Alek 
Wek and Oluchi.The collec-
tion served as a platform for 
many burgeoning African 
designers to showcase their 
work in a fashion hub.

Since then, there have 
been two additional African 
Fashion Collections with the 
fall/winter 2010 show cri-
tiqued in the Telegraph UK 
and the Wall Street Journal. 
The magazine can be pur-
chased in Washington, D.C., 
New York, London, Paris 
and Milan as well as in many 
cities in Nigeria and South 
Africa. 

HauTe Fashion 
Africa

Nigerian Oluwadamilola 
Amolegbe, editor in chief of 
HauTe Fashion Africa, fi rst 
launched the magazine in 
2006.

“I had a shopping bug, 
but craved only designers of 
African descent, searched all 
over the internet to no avail 
and was disappointed, espe-
cially since I am Nigerian 
and I know how much we 
love Fashion!” she explained 
on the Web site www.fashion-
africa.com. 

“I couldn’t believe there 
was no directory of African 
designers that represents my 
country/continent well, and 
I also knew they existed,” 
she continued. So I decided 

to combine my love for my 
country/continent, fashion 
and magazines and create 
Africa’s Foremost Fashion 
Magazine—HauTe.”

The Web site not only 
features a directory of Afri-
can designers and models 
but also African artists, run-
way photos, podcasts, a blog 
and a street style section, all 
updated regularly. 

-Stay Stylish!
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I started drinking coffee this 
semester when the lifestyle of 
a premed biology major and 
a senior editor of Student Life 
fi nally caught up with me. I 
began buying the foul beverage 
for the caffeine, but last week, 
I discovered that great coffee 
not only provides the caffeine I 
desire but also graces the palate 
much like a fi ne wine.

Following up the March 17 
article in Student Life about the 
acquisition of Kayak’s Café by 
Kaldi’s Coffee Roasting Co., 
photographer Matt Mitgang and I 
toured the Kaldi’s roasting facil-
ity in downtown St. Louis. While 
touring, we learned to appreciate 
premium coffees that are hand-
roasted by individuals heavily 
invested in producing a great cup 
of Joe.

Kaldi’s has grown from a lone 
café in DeMun equipped with a 
12-kilogram coffee bean roaster 
to a city-wide brand that processes 
8,000 pounds of coffee a week. 
Yet, as owner Josh Ferguson and 
his brother-in-law and Director of 
Coffee Tyler Zimmer explained, 
the family-owned business contin-
ues to buy premium coffee beans 
from small farmers and roast cof-
fee in small batches to ensure high 
quality. 

“People are starting to under-
stand that coffee is not coffee 
is not coffee,” Ferguson said. 
“People are becoming more 
sophisticated.”

“We cannot take bad coffee 
and make it taste better,” Zim-
mer added.

After we were served a free 
cup of wonderful Brazilian light 
roasted coffee, the tour began. 
Immediately, two things stood 
out. 

Kaldi’s uses no computerized 

equipment to roast its coffee. 
The factory fl oor converges 
on a 75-kilogram roaster made 
in 1937, and the employee 
working the machine continu-
ously smelled the coffee, taking 
notes on the smell and bean 
appearance.

The roasted beans them-
selves were also puzzling. I had 
seen black roasted coffee beans 
while touring a coffee plantation 
in Costa Rica, yet the fi nished 
beans from the Kaldi’s light 
roasted coffees displayed a touch 
of yellow. Zimmer explained this 
difference to me and also guaran-
teed that I would never buy a cup 
of dark roasted coffee again.

In a light roast, the beans 
crackle once to release their sug-
ars and natural fl avor. In a dark 
roast such as a French or Italian, 
the beans are then charred to add 
a carbonized fl avor, which pro-
duces the darker beans and the 
caffeinated beverage most coll-
lege students drink. 

“In our opinion, it [the darker 
roast] is not the best,” Zimmer 
said while drinking the same light 
roast coffee I was served earlier. 
“I want to taste the coffee [to see] 
where it is coming from.”

After watching another 
employee weigh the coffee into 
bags, I entered the tasting room, 
which would soon change my 
coffee-drinking experience 
forever.

Ferguson and Zimmer set up 
a cupping, or tasting, for Matt 
and me so that we could taste the 
coffee along with them before 
distributing it to vendors. They 
ground four cups each of six dif-
ferent coffees on the spot and 
taught us how to remove the crust 
on top of each hand-made cup, 
slurp the coffee to stimulate our 
senses of taste and smell and spit 
out the coffee into a cup so as not 
to ingest too much caffeine while 
tasting the 24 cups of coffee in 

front of us.
“They say that 70 percent of 

the taste is actually smell,” Zim-
mer said.

I fi rst sampled the Fair 
Trade Organic Ethiopia Aleta 
Wondo coffee, and my taste buds 
exploded with the fruity taste 
of the single origin light roast. I 
had a similar experience with the 
Brazil FAF roast that I had been 
drinking since I arrived. 

Next came the Colombia 
Monserrate light roast, a cof-
fee hand-picked by Zimmer. 
The winning beans are bought 
directly from the farmer in 
Colombia as part of the Kaldi’s 
Relationship Coffee program, 
where the roaster and farmer 

work together to assure that the 
beans meet the roaster’s liking, 
and the farmer receives fair com-
pensation for his beans. 

“It was pretty amazing,” Zim-
mer said. “It’s a village in the 
middle of nowhere. There are 
probably 300 people…It’s a big 
deal to have the people who buy 
their coffee come and visit them. 
It doesn’t happen very often, 
especially in Colombia.”

He explained that the cup-
ping experience was a unique 
one. “We cupped in the school. 
People were looking in through 
the doors and the windows to see 
what was going on.”

While the full fl avor of this 
Colombian roast left me satisfi ed, 

I enjoyed the Brazilian and Ethi-
opian coffees much more.

I then drifted to the other 
end of the table, where the dark 
roasts were waiting. The Suma-
tran coffee and Nicaraguan dark 
roast both left a charred taste in 
my mouth. After contrasting the 
dark and light roasts, I felt ready 
to sample the Fair Trade Organic 
Natural High, which is the cof-
fee that is served on campus. This 
light/dark blend tasted a little 
over-roasted.

“You’re trying to create 
coffees that complement each 
other,” Zimmer said of the 
blended varieties. “The blend is 
plain coffee. It’s what they’re [the 
customers are] used to.”

Seeking to restore order to 
my senses, I rushed back to the 
Brazil FAF coffee for its hint of 
pineapple. I ended my tasting 
with the Aleta Wondo coffee, my 
favorite, with its full taste and 
hint of berry.

Now a certifi ed coffee snob, 
I had to ask Zimmer to compare 
the Kaldi’s coffees to Folgers and 
even Starbucks.

“I can’t even imagine what 
that tastes like,” Zimmer said. 
“Seriously, you might want to 
barf.”

Kaldi’s offers free cuppings 
for the public every Friday at 
2 p.m. The roasting facility is 
located at 700 St. Bernard’s Lane 
in St. Louis.

Josh Goldman
Associate Editor

Dear readers,
I’ve been watching you. And 

I know what’s on all your minds: 
spring. And along with spring 
comes the decision…to fl ing or 
not to fl ing?

It’s inevitable that this ques-
tion comes up at this time of year. 
The temperature is up and the sun 
is out, bringing everyone out of 
hibernation. Suddenly, girls are 
studying their bio notes in biki-
nis, and shirtless guys are playing 
Frisbee on just about every green 
space on campus. Between mas-
sive amounts of skin exposure, 
the carefree music blasting from 
every dorm window and that cer-
tain indescribable essence that 
comes with spring, everyone is 
feeling that little bit of additional 
pressure to make like the birds 
and bees.

It’s not just the environ-
ment that gives us this feeling, 
though. The end of the school 
year comes with a sense of liber-
ation and urgency. Let’s face the 
facts: In about six weeks, most 
of us will be going home, and all 
you seniors will soon be out of 
here for good. This time crunch 
helps us realize that this is our 
last chance to talk to that hottie in 
psych class or fi nally ask out that 
freshman fl oor crush. And since 
you’re getting off this campus so 
soon, what do you really stand 
to lose?

Opportunities are every-
where, and they’re being talked 
about by everyone. Terms like 
“senior scramble” (referring 
to those who want someone to 
introduce to their families at 

graduation) and “DTFA” (Down 
to…um…“Fiesta” April) are 
used in regular conversation. 
Discussions about fraternity and 
sorority formals are in every cor-
ner of Whispers, whether certain 
expectations need to be fi lled, 
and if it would really be so bad to 
hook up with that “just a friend” 
you’re bringing as a date.

While I often tend to encour-
age serious relationships, I have 
to deviate from my normal 
advice here. In my opinion, there 
are honestly very few things 
healthier than having a spring 
fl ing. We’ve spent all year cram-
ming and holing up in our rooms; 
what better way is there to end 
the year than by fi nding some-
one you really enjoy hanging out 
with and having a little carefree 
tryst for a few weeks? After our 
months of hibernation, having 
someone to walk with through 
Forest Park and make out with in 
the grass outside Olin sounds like 
a well-deserved reward to me. 
You’ve got a bit over a month left 
here, guys. Make the most of it!

Just remember that when you 
take the plunge and ask that babe 
out for ice cream followed by a 
snuggle and maybe a little some-
thing else, you can sometimes 
get more than you bargained for. 
Sometimes you end up falling 
for your fl ing, and that can turn 
into something more serious, or it 
can leave you with a bit of a bro-
ken heart. So have that fl ing, but 
keep it light and keep it fun. And 
remember: birds and bees may 
have short lifespans, but unless 
you’re graduating, you’ll still 
have to see this person next fall.

Carly MacLeod
Scene Romance Columnist

Ginika Agbim
Scene Fashion Columnist

A model wears a Duro 
Olowu short-sleeved 
cotton jacket along with a 
high-waisted wool pencil 
skirt (Club Monaco), a 
silk chiffon ruffl e blouse 
(Barneys New York) and 
Derek Lam platform 
pumps (Neiman Marcus).
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Africa’s infl uence on the global fashion industry

Spring: To fling
or not to fling?

Joe

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE
A Kaldi’s roaster supervises the roasting of a batch of coffee. Each roaster takes notes on the color, 
smell and consistency of the beans during the roasting process.
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How to really enjoy that morning cup of
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