
The trend of the year has 
been the push for sustainability. 
In a culmination of that effort, 
outgoing Student Body Presi-
dent Jeff Nelson, along with 
Will Fischer, the Student Union 
executive adviser for sustain-
able events, proposed the new 
Protocol for Green Events.

Next Tuesday, SU Treasury 
will vote to decide whether 
or not to put the Protocol for 
Green Events into action. It is 
expected to pass. 

The Protocol outlines a sys-
tem of incentives to motivate 
student groups to host environ-
mentally friendly events.

“The overall goal is to 
incentivize these actions by 
student groups and reward 
those student groups who make 
their events more sustainable,” 
Fischer said.

After interviewing multiple 
student groups, especially large 
ones like Dance Marathon, 
Team 31 and Ashoka, Nelson 
and Fischer came up with the 
fi nal protocol.

“We wanted structure that 
was transparent and open,” 
Nelson said.

Fischer shared Nelson’s 
sentiments.

“We saw the need, we saw 
the interest, and Jeff Nelson 
provided us with the legisla-
tive backing and SU capital to 
make it happen,” Fischer said. 

It calls for ways to make 
campus events more environ-
mentally sustainable. Every 
time a student group takes a 
sanctioned action at an event, 
such as using reusable plates, 

donating leftover food or pub-
licizing without paper (to name 
a few), they are awarded a cer-
tain number of credits. Credits 
are awarded on a weighted 
basis; encouraging attendees 
to bring reusable water bottles 
is worth one credit, while rent-
ing a root beer or soda keg is 
worth three.

The protocol takes into 
account the diffi culty of orga-
nizing large-scale events. 
Depending on attendance at 
each event, the Green Event 
Commission will use a credit 
multiplier. The more a student 
group has in attendance, the 
greater the multiplier.

Student groups can col-
lect these credits and then 
exchange them for rebates. 
Rewards range from adver-
tisements on the SU bulletin 
board, space on the Underpass 
and e-mail advertisements to 
fi nancial rewards in SU oper-
ating accounts.

The Green Events Commis-
sion, which was permanently 
added to the SU constitution 
two weeks ago, will review 
each group’s events to award 
the credits and multiplier.

The Protocol would also 
give SU structure and a pro-
cess to give away advertizing 
space. In the past, groups just 
requested space in passing, 
which was usually awarded.

Even though the credit 
multiplier benefi ts groups with 
large events, Nelson thinks that 
small groups would really ben-
efi t from the new system as 
well. It would give them access 
to venues and publicity on a 
scale they normally wouldn’t 

It’s not common for a hip-hop sen-
sation to address the Wash. U. student 
body.

But on Monday afternoon, Grammy 
Award-winning rapper Common spoke 
to a packed Graham Chapel as part of 
the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Sym-
posium hosted by the Association of 
Black Students.

Common opened with a rap tailored 
for Wash. U.: “Yeah, you know what? 
Yo, I came to rock you. I’m looking at 
my people out here at Wash. U.”

The rest of his time, however, he 
strayed from his performing roots as he 
delivered a speech focused on the uni-
versal human purpose to aspire to and 
achieve greatness.

“I believe that to be great you 

have to first find your path, find what 
would make you great. The next step 
to greatness is to believe in your path,” 
Common said. “The third step of great-
ness, which we all have in us, is to live 
it. Live your path.” 

The speech highlighted Common’s 
positive image in the often-plagued 
hip-hop industry—an image cemented 
by his philanthropic work and lyrics 
that speak to social issues.

Common, or Lonnie Rashid Lynn 
Jr., is from the South Side of Chicago 
and is most widely known for Billboard 
hits such as  “Be,” “Testify” and “Go.”

He has also written numerous 
books geared toward a younger audi-
ence, including “The Mirror and Me” 
and “I Like You but I Love Me,” aimed 
at raising self-esteem. Common’s act-
ing career includes “Date Night,” “Just 
Wright,” “American Gangster,” “Street 

Kings” and “Terminator Salvation.”
After the rap, Common started his 

speech and discussed the profound 
effect that the story of Emmitt Till had 
on him as a middle school student. 

Emmitt Till, an African-American 
from Chicago, was 14 years old when 
he was beaten to death by a group of 
white men for whistling at a white 
woman in Mississippi in 1955. 

Common said that Till’s story 
inspired him to find a purpose in life 
and have an impact on society.

“I felt the ghost of Emmitt Till say-
ing that you have to do something in 
life, you have to have a purpose,” Com-
mon said. “It was like Emmitt Till was 
a representation of all the people  that 
had worked and had paid dues and lost 
their lives and made sacrifices for me 
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Maplewood is right next door 
but has an unknown charm. 
Read our in-depth coverage in 
SCENE, PAGE 6

SSTTUUDENTDENT  LLIIFEFE
Almost 100 people competed in the 
fi rst Wash. U. triathlon. For detailed 
coverage, see SPORTS, PAGE 7
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Please 
Recycle

Alien vs. Predator returns 
as a video game. Read the 
review in CADENZA, 
PAGE 8

The annual male pageant is 
about to roll back its curtains. 
Mr. Wash. U., City Faces’ sig-
nature fundraiser, will crown 
its new winner tomorrow night 
at the end of its annual show in 
Edison Theatre.

Architecture professor Bob 
Hansman started City Faces in 
1995. According to the Mr. Wash. 

U. Web site, City Faces “works 
with teenagers and young adults 
living in public housing. Through 
the visual arts process, young 
people learn about problem solv-
ing, cooperation, self-evaluation 
and long-term planning, while 
discovering talents they did not 
know they had and developing 
employable skills.”

According to senior Sandy 
Chen, president of Mr. Wash. U., 
City Faces relies on Mr. Wash. 
U. as its main fundraiser.

Mr. Wash. U started about 10 
years ago when it became clear 
that the City Face’s program was 
expanding. 

According to Chen, most 
of the money for the pageant is 
raised internally.

“There are a few private 
donations, but we raise the 
money that keeps them operat-
ing every year,” Chen said.

Four members of each class 
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Seeing green? 
Events go 
sustainable

See GREEN, page 3

Everybody here let’s get into 
this. I came to rock my people 
when I come to St. Louis...
Yeah, you know what, yo 
I came to rock you
I’m looking at my people out 
here at Wash. U.
I tell you, looking at my 
brothers and sisters
I be seeing them studying, 
studying at the Whispers...

Common speaks in Graham Chapel as a part of Monday’s Martin Luther King Jr. symposium, which was hosted by the Association 
of Black Students. 
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Common speaks at Wash.U.

Course listings just got a little 
more interesting. This semester, 
certain course descriptions in the 
WUCrsL course listings con-
tain links to the syllabi for those 
classes. This is the fi rst of three 
phases of eSyllabi, which aims to 
create a central repository of all 
syllabi for students to reference 
before registering for classes.

Phase two of the project 
will make non-public syllabus 
information available and will 
continue to refi ne the guidelines 
for the information that students 
look for when selecting classes, 
according to Sue Hosack, direc-
tor of the Offi ce of Student 
Records, who serves on the 
working group along with mem-
bers of the Information Systems 
and Technology department and 
four students.

The next step is “to defi ne 
what [students] are looking 
for to see at the point of regis-
tration…which may be a very 
different thing from what a fac-
ulty member would perceive as 
being syllabus information,” 
Hosack said. 

Within the next three to four 
weeks, students will receive 
a survey asking what kind of 
information they want course 
syllabi to contain, for registra-
tion purposes. 

“[With online syllabi] you 
know what to expect and can pick 
classes off of how you’re being 
evaluated,” said junior Michelle 
Brown, who noted that some stu-
dents prefer papers or exams to 
presentations. “A lot of times the 
class description on WebSTAC 
aren’t enough to know what the 
class is really about.”

eSyllabi follows Syllabi Cen-
tral, an effort by Student Union 
Senator Joseph Marcus and for-
mer Senator Jake Novick, which 
was shut down last semester. 
Syllabi Central was run entirely 
by Marcus and Novick, which, 
according to Marcus, made the 
site unsustainable.

“We wanted the University 
to take it over and make it some-
thing that’s part of the campus,” 
Marcus said.

There were also questions 
regarding protection of Univer-
sity information and intellectual 
property on Syllabi Central, 
according to Hosack.

Marcus noted that the origi-
nal site was not the subject of 
any legal action, nor did the 
intellectual property concerns 
escalate to the level of talking to 
lawyers.

The prior site, however, 
according to Hosack, represented 
a positive step forward

“[The original site] under-
scored the importance that 
students saw in being able to see 
detailed syllabus information at 

the point of registration,” Hosack 
said.

Students responded favor-
ably to the idea of implementing 
this program.

“Accessing syllabi prior 
to registration is a really good 
idea,” freshman Carol Stoll said. 
“Current course listings are OK, 
but you really don’t get a good 
feel for the class until you’re in 
it for while.”

Phase three of the project 
will provide a central repository 
for all syllabi or portions of syl-
labi, in which professors would 
be able to upload PDFs or Word 
documents to a database. The 
project would also establish lev-
els of access for the syllabi, such 
as public, available upon login 
with a WUSTLKey, or avail-
able to students registered for 
the course. 

“In an ideal world [eSyllabi] 
would be up by spring 2011, but 
nothing is set in stone,” Marcus 
said of phase three.

Hosack said the working 
group is making good progress, 
but could not predict when the 
project would be completed.

The idea for the project orig-
inated with Marcus and Novick, 
and initially started in SU Sen-
ate. Hosack described eSyllabi 
as “primarily a student-driven 
initiative,” and Marcus noted 
that there are “lot of resources in 
the administration that make this 
possible.”

Brian Krigsher
Associate Editor

Syllabi now in course listings, 

with more features to come

Junior Nick Prickel, who was crowned Mr. Wash. U. at last year’s Mr. Wash. U., dances to “Bye 
Bye Bye” by N*Sync during the talent portion of the event. City Faces is this year’s charity, to which 
proceeds will be donated.

SCOTT BRESSLER | CAMPUS IN FOCUS

See MR. WU, page 3



"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend

WILLIAMS PHARMACY

ROBERTS
PLACE LOFTS

Y O U R  P L AC E  F O R  C E N T R A L LO F T  L I V I N G

Apply now! Starting at $680

314 367 7431
800 Arlington Ave, St. Louis MO 63112

New Kitchens Free ParkingFitness centerFree Internet

Gated community with 24 hour surveillance 
Pool, Spa, Community Room, & Half Basketball Court

$500
off your 1st month
present this coupon, 1 per lease.  
offer expires May 1, 2010

FREAKY FAST DELIVERY!

TO FIND THE LOCATION
NEAREST YOU VISIT
JIMMYJOHNS.COM

.

S U R E

M Y  S A N D W I C H E S

A R E  G O U R M E T .

B U T  T H E  O N L Y  T H I N G

A B O U T  M E

I S  T H E  W A Y  I

KISS

News Editor / David Messenger / news@studlife.com WEDNESDAY | MARCH 31, 20102 STUDENT LIFE | NEWS

Thursday 1

THE FLIPSIDE
eventcalendar

ne
ws

br
ief

s

policebeat

WEDNESDAY 31

THURSDAY 1

Sketch This!
Wilson Hall 214, 8–9 p.m.
If you’re interested in fi lm, 
screenwriting or laughing, attend an 
interesting meeting in Wash. U.’s 
newly Student Union-approved 
group, called “Sketch This!”  

Science on Tap Meeting
Schlafl y Bottleworks, 7 p.m.
Professor of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences Raymond Arvidson 
will host a discussion: “Spirit and 
Opportunity Mars Rover Mission: 
Six Years and Counting.”

Kappa Karaoke
DUC, Tisch Commons, 8 p.m.
Fraternities and sororities perform 
for charity in a karaoke and dance 
faceoff.

Charges fi led against Mass. teenagers for bullying

Charges have been brought against nine teenagers whose bullying 
tactics supposedly contributed to the ultimate suicide of 15-year-old 
Phoebe Prince. Prince hanged herself in January; her family had just 
recently moved to Massachusetts from Ireland. Prince was a fresh-
man at South Hadley High School, which is located in western 
Massachusetts.

According to The New York Times, the charges brought against the 
students include statutory rape, stalking and violation of civil rights. 
Two boys and four girls were charged with these felony offenses. 
Three younger girls are being tried separately in juvenile court.

An anti-bullying law is also working its way through the Massa-
chusetts state legislature. Under the law, school administrations will 
have to look into and investigate all purported instances of bullying. 
(Chloe Rosenberg)

TRESPASSING —March 28, 2010, 
5:31 p.m.
Location: NORTH BROOKINGS 
Summary: Students found 
trespassing in North Brookings after 
burglar alarm sounded.
Disposition: Cleared by referral 
to JA.

FUGITIVE ARREST—March 29, 
2010, 2:34 p.m.
Location: ANHEUSER-BUSCH 
HALL
Summary: Assist SLPD detectives 
in regards to a student who was 
wanted for assault. The student was 
taken into custody without incident, 
transported to the station, properly 
booked and released to SLPD.  
Disposition: Cleared. 

FIRE ALARM—March 29, 2010, 
4:03 p.m.
Location: FRAT #7
Summary: Fire alarm sounded 
because of a faulty washer motor. 
No fi re.

Disposition: Cleared.

LOST ARTICLE—March 29, 2010, 
4:28 p.m.
Location: DUC
Summary: Student reported leaving 
her wallet in the fi rst fl oor bathroom 
of the DUC sometime between 
11:45 a.m. and noon on Monday, 
March 29. Total loss value of $24.
Disposition: Pending.
 
LARCENY—March 29, 2010, 
7:35 p.m.
Location: PARKING LOT #4 
Summary: Student in the UMSL-
Washington University joint 
program had his vehicle broken 
into while it was parked on Lot #4 
between 3:50 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. 
The passenger side window was 
smashed in, and the radio, sub-
woofer, a computer hard drive and a 
motorcycle tail bag were taken from 
the vehicle. Total loss value of $855. 
Disposition: Pending.

Masala Fest
Ursa’s Fireside, 6 p.m.
Celebrate South Asian Awareness 
Week with a cultural fair. Language 
workshops, food and dance will all 
be involved!

Hillel Community Passover 
Dinner
Hillel Auditorium, 6–8 p.m.
Joe Regenstein, professor from 
Cornell University, is coming to talk 
about “Passover: Kosher Plus—all 
the regular laws plus more.” He 
will discuss how making products 
to meet the kosher requirements 
for Passover market remains a 
signifi cant challenge for the food 
industry. RSVP to Bon Appétit at 
314-935-7089.

Partly Cloudy
High 77

Low 53

weatherforecast
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High 78
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H1N1 returns in Southeast US
After months of limited activity, the novel H1N1 fl u virus is 

making a comeback in the Southeast, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control. Anne Schuchat, director of the National Center for 
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases at the CDC, described the 
situation in Georgia as “critical.” One hundred ninety people were 
hospitalized due to the H1N1 virus between Feb. 24 and March 16, 
the most people hospitalized in the state since the end of September. 
The increase has worried the CDC. Mississippi and Alabama have 
also seen increases in the disease. According to the CDC, many of 
the cases of novel H1N1 have occurred in people with chronic ill-
nesses, such as asthma, diabetes, cancer and heart disease. As a result 

Suicide Bombers Attack Moscow Metro
Two female Islamist Chechen separatists, militants based out of 

the North Caucasus, attacked the Moscow Metro system Monday 
morning, killing at least 39 people. The attacks took place at 7:56 
a.m. and 8:38 a.m. at the Lubyanka and Park Kultury stations of 
the Moscow train system, which has a daily ridership of 500,000 
people. The Chechen separatist movement has attacked Russia in 
the past, but Russian offi cials described the train bombing as “the 
deadliest and most sophisticated terrorist attack in the Russian capi-
tal in six years.” The panic after the explosions led to stampedes in 
the stations, killing two more victims.

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has already allocated 300,000 
rubles to families of the victims, with an additional 18,000 rubles 
going to funeral expenses and 50,000-100,000. He has vowed 
that Russian security forces will catch the perpetrators behind the 
attacks. (Jack Marshall)

Campus
Feminist Gloria Steinem to lecture
on human traffi cking

Gloria Steinem, a pioneering feminist and civil rights advocate, 
will hold a lecture on “Sex Traffi cking and the New Abolitionists” 
in Graham Chapel on Monday, April 12. The program is free and 
open to the public.

It is estimated that between 15 million and 30 million people 
are victims of the 21st-century international slave trade, and most 
of them are children. Experts predict that this number will increase 
with the economic crisis and rising poverty rates.

Steinem advocated the Equal Rights Amendment in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, making her a leader in the Women’s Move-
ment. She is the founder of the Ms. Foundation for Women, the 
co-founder of the National Women’s Political Caucus and the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women, and the editor and publisher of 
Ms. Magazine. She also gained prominence speaking at the 1972 
Democratic National Convention. She publicly opposed the Viet-
nam War, supported gay rights and worked with civil rights leaders 
such as Coretta Scott King and César Chávez. (Jennifer Wei)

of the latest outbreak, Surgeon General Regina Benjamin has again 
advocated vaccination as the No. 1 preventative measure against the 
novel H1N1 fl u virus. About 121 million doses of the H1N1 vaccine 
are available, according to Benjamin. (Jack Marshall)

National cont.
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have access to.
Nelson said that he believes 

that the purpose of the pro-
tocol could continue on even 
after current SU offi cers have 
graduated.

This green protocol is the 
fi rst of its kind at a university.

“No school has created a 
system to award groups with 
money, with resources, for 
implementing sustainable mea-
sures at their events, so this is 
historic,” Nelson said. “I think 

a lot of schools will want to 
look at this and copy it in some 
ways.” 

Nelson does expect many 
of the rewards to eventually 
change over time. He hopes that 
they can refl ect more input from 
student groups.

Fischer noted that the initia-
tive would ensure that student 
activity money was spent 
wisely.

“Student Union has over $2.3 
million, and that’s an incredible 

amount of money,” he said. “We 
have so much money going out 
to student groups. How can we 
make sure that it’s spent in a 
more responsible manner?”

According to Fischer, Wash. 
U. is among a couple of schools 
pushing for green events.

“We’re pioneering this,” 
he said. “We’re providing an 
opportunity for students to act 
more sustainably.”

With additional reporting by 
Alan Liu

GREEN from page 1

and for us. So I knew at that 
point that I had a deeper pur-
pose, and all of us in here have 
a deeper purpose.”

His reaction to the story 
of Emmitt Till was the only 
explicit reference he made to 
race throughout his talk. 

Instead, he spoke to 
human experience in general 
and encouraged the audience 
to have a voice, contrib-
ute to society and learn from 
their experiences to achieve 
greatness.

I think [the speech] very 
much resonated with Dr. 
King’s legacy,” ABS Presi-
dent Tiffany Johnson said. 
“Dr. King was really about 
creating a better human expe-
rience, and not just creating a 
better black experience.”

Common drew from the 
challenges he faced trying 
to make it as a hip-hop art-
ist and how he stayed true to 
himself amid pressure to do 

otherwise. 
“We’re allowed to make 

mistakes, we’re allowed to 
do some things. We’re human 
beings,” Common said. “But 
once you get the lesson and 
once you learn what the 
lesson is, don’t repeat the per-
formance. If you repeat the 
performance, it’s on you the 
second time.”

Students reacted positively 
to Common’s message.

“It was really meaningful 
and enlightening how he spoke 
on a lot of different subjects 
from homophobia to religion 
and showed how music can 
be helpful in culture,” junior 
Brittany Miles said.

Senior Jeff Nelson, the 
outgoing student body presi-
dent, who raps as a solo artist, 
said that Common is one of his 
favorite emcees and that the 
themes in Common’s speech 
resonated with him.

“I like how he talked about 

his personal experiences 
and how when he didn’t get 
a Grammy, when his career 
wasn’t where he wanted it to 
be and when he wasn’t getting 
the acting roles he wanted to 
get, how he got more confi-
dence and stuck with it through 
the adversity,” Nelson said. “I 
think that is a good message 
for us to hear and one that will 
stay with me for a while.”

After the speech, Com-
mon met with students at a 
reception in the Women’s 
Building.  

Johnson said that Common 
took the time to speak with 
every student at the recep-
tion and was gracious and 
professional.

 “He truly is not just talk-
ing about Dr. King’s legacy, 
but is living proof that Dr.  
King’s dreams could come to 
fruition and  could come true,” 
Johnson said. 

COMMON from page 1

will appear in Mr. Wash. U. The 
executive board for Mr. Wash. 
U. chooses the semifi nalists and 
allows the student body to vote 
for the four fi nalists each year. 
According to Chen, the board 
received close to 10,000 votes on 
the fi nalists, which she believes 
has led to a stronger group of 
fi nalists.

“We did not expect this type 
of interest,” Chen said. “Peo-
ple were really into voting for 
their friends. The popularity 
has grown and expanded on this 
campus,” Chen said.

According to Chen, the show 
consists of an opening dance 
with all 16 fi nalists. After a rose 
presentation in which the partic-
ipants are introduced, the show 
breaks down into the individual 
classes, in which participants do 
a dance as a group and then each 
perform a talent. 

After Bob Hansman and 
Jovan Hansman, the two found-
ers of City Faces, speak about 
the charity, the children of City 
Faces come onto the stage with 

the participants of the show. 
Judges on an independent panel 
then choose four fi nalists, who do 
a trivia and question-and-answer 
section. After a fi nal dance, the 
fundraising total and the new Mr. 
Wash. U. are announced.

“The winner is chosen based 
on their fundraising totals, résu-
més, their talents and their 
performances,” Bailey said.

According to Chen, Mr. 
Wash. U. raised $30,065 for 
City Faces last year. Fundrais-
ing has gradually increased over 
the past years, and Chen hopes 
for $30,000 more to be raised 
this year. Ibby’s has also been 
involved in raising funds for 
City Faces.

The candidates have each 
been allotted tickets to invite 
students to dine at Ibby’s on the 
designated night. When students 
dine at Ibby’s, they can give 
these tickets in as votes for their 
favorite candidate. A portion of 
the proceeds will be donated to 
City Faces in the name of the 
class candidate who receives 

the most support via votes each 
night. 

Faculty and staff are also able 
to donate money to City Faces 
through Ibby’s.

The 16 participants are 
expected to raise at least $1,000 
each for City Faces. These funds 
can be raised through many 
methods, including letter writ-
ing, bake sales, dorm-storming 
and other viable fundraising 
methods.

Although the show will be 
over on Thursday night,  vice 
president of campus outreach, 
Tricia Bailey, emphasized that 
the participants’ and the execu-
tive board’s participation with 
City Faces will not end with the 
show.

“In the coming months, we 
will be interested in improving 
the City Faces tutoring pro-
gram,” Bailey said. “We have 
been trying to emphasize the 
connection between the candi-
dates and City Faces, so that has 
been important for all the candi-
dates this year.”

MR. WU from page 1



I
’d like you to imag-
ine being stripped of 
your Wash. U. educa-
tion. Rewind back to your 

senior year of high school, and 
be prepared to enter the most 
rapid transition of your life. It is 
not college that awaits you, but 
rather enlistment into the mili-
tary with practically a guarantee 
that you will be on the front lines 
of battle by the end of your three-
year required term. You won’t 
be dealing with stressful matters 
concerning classes or grades; 
you’ll be handling questions of 

life and death. Provided that you 
are not obligated to serve in the 
military, you will never be invol-
untarily forced to consider these 
daunting concerns. In Israel, 
however, there is no escaping 
this duty.

In the U.S. we praise our mil-
itary members for their dedicated 
contributions in Iraq, Afghani-
stan and everywhere else they 
sacrifi ce to go to and fi ght for 
our American values. Israe-
lis share those same values of 
democracy, freedom and peace. 
Despite these similarities, the 
kind of honor that the U.S. and 
the greater international commu-
nity attribute to Israel is merely 
anguish and indictment. Rarely 

does the media cast the Israel 
Defense Force’s (IDF) opera-
tions as a struggle of defense. 
People also fail to recognize 
that, as Sgt. Benjamin Anthony, 
founder of “Our Soldiers Speak,” 
claims, “no one wants to do it.” 
That is, the IDF is tasked with 
the most diffi cult decisions in 
the face of terror and is led to 
take action that it is least willing 
to commit. Israeli soldiers are 
put right into danger, defend-
ing their territory and civilians 
from inhumane terrorists like 
Hamas, who dare to use children 
as shields. I may add that all their 
defensive measures are indepen-
dent, without any international 
support. From the Intifadas, to 

Hezbollah missions, to continual 
rocket attacks from Hamas in 
Gaza, Israel is constantly on the 
defensive. Admirably, Israel acts 
alone.

Starting at the age of 18, 
young men and women of Isra-
el’s populace—black, white, 
Christian, Arab and Jewish—
all come together in holding the 
responsibility to protect their 
nation and the ideals it repre-
sents. Immediately, they are 
trained to mature into adults with 
a powerful rifl e in their hands 
and a mind full of strategies and 
prayers to stay alive. How often 
do you see the media covering 
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T
here needs to be a 
willingness among 
people of every faith 
to sit with some-

one of a different religion and 
listen.

I am going to be skep-
tical and assume you’ve 
never opened the Khordeh 
Avesta. Heck, you’ve prob-
ably never even heard of 
Zoroastrianism’s book of com-
mon prayers. But if you fl ip 
through the pages to Ahura-
mazda Khodae, the prayer 
recited to banish the evil spirit 
Ahriman, you’ll fi nd a phrase 
calling for the defeat of Kiks 
and Karaps. Kiks were those 
who had eyes but who would 
not see, and Karaps were the 
ones with ears but who would 
not hear.

Strictly speaking, Kiks 
and Karaps were people who 
refused to follow the nascent 
teachings of Zoroaster 3,000 
years ago. I’d like to avoid the 
pro-Zoroastrian overtones, yet 
I feel the concept of non-seers 
and non-listeners is relevant 
even today, especially in the 
arena of religion. These days, 
you often hear about religion 
in the context of confl ict, or 
violence or intolerance. You 
read the hateful words of the 
one most likely to open his or 
her single mouth and to shut 
his or her two eyes and ears.

I would argue that reli-
gious intolerance in the United 
States and across the globe 
is a far greater problem than 

it might seem. Intolerance 
extends from anti-Semitic 
comments made in Chicago to 
bombings in Northern Ireland 
and Mumbai, India. Why? My 
best guess would be igno-
rance—ignorance that has 
spawned disputes rather than 
understanding, tension rather 
than unity. This intolerance is 
something no crusade could 
ever fi x; often the greatest 
enemies cannot be killed with 
guns or swords.

I fi rmly believe that reli-
gious education is the best 
answer. As great as the strug-
gle to exist has been for any 
religious community, be it 
for Zoroastrians or Jews or 
whatever community, it will 
continue to be as diffi cult as 
long as intolerance (and the 
ignorance that breeds it) goes 
unchallenged. There need to 
be schools in Jerusalem in 
which Israeli and Palestin-
ian children can learn side by 
side as classmates, not ene-
mies. There need to be courses 
taught around the world that 
emphasize the common bonds 
among the most prevalent 
religions. There needs to be a 
willingness among people of 
every faith to sit with some-
one of a different religion and 
listen.

Hear the new perspective, 
observe the areas of agree-
ment, and, when appropriate, 
speak. Don’t resign yourself to 
being a Kik or Karap.

W
hile it would 
be foolish and 
simply incor-
rect to question 

the beauty of our campus, we do 
have one aesthetic qualm that 
has been bothering us lately. The 
recent crop of buildings that have 
been popping up on campus, 
starting with the DUC and con-
tinuing with the South 40 house, 
have a sterilized, non-collegial 
feel that could be modifi ed. The 
minimal fl yer space in the DUC 
makes us wonder where we are 
supposed to get the word out 
for our clubs and student activi-
ties. Even worse, what happens 
if someone posts fl yers outside 
of the blue-taped areas in the 
new dorms? The DUC is sup-
posed to be a student center, and 
the South 40 is supposed to be a 
place where students live. It is not 

necessary to wax and buffer the 
fl oors of the DUC every single 
night. It is not necessary to build 
colossal dorms on the 40 that 
are reminiscent of a ski chalet 
in Gstaad. The mix between the 
Aspen-glam new dorms and the 
Soviet Bloc style old dorms just 
feels wrong. But we shouldn’t 
have to worry about that for 
much longer, because those old 
dorms will be torn down soon 
anyway. If the school wants to 
continue to build buildings that 
serve as brochure porn for poten-
tial undergraduates, the student 
body must recognize them as 
such; however, we students need 
a place to be…students.

Holmes Lounge is a great 
example of a functional yet beau-
tiful location on our campus. 
Comfortable chairs and ample 
seating make for an enjoyable 

place to spend an hour or two. 
Holmes looks like students actu-
ally use it. There’s a little wear 
and tear to the room that makes 
us feel at home. The old Bear’s 
Den had a similar function. It had 
a soul; it was part of the Wash. U. 
experience. It certainly wasn’t the 
prettiest building, but regardless, 
that was where students wanted 
to be. We are not prima donnas. 
If there is a scratch on the fl oor, 
that is okay. We’d rather have 
that than have students talk about 
going to “downtown South 40,” 
in a few years. This University 
is loosing that “soul” with every 
sterilized, faux-riche building 
that it plops down on campus. 
Colleges come with a history. 
Buildings, rooms and hallways 
should have stories that come 
with them. Freshmen should 
get to hear about what used to 

happen in their dorm over previ-
ous years.

With the fear of our campus 
turning into Disney World loom-
ing, we can only wonder what to 
expect in the future. Will we be 
able to touch the walls in the next 
building that gets built? We are 
not in college to be babied. A col-
lege campus should be vibrant 
and lively. There should be an 
infectious spirit that runs through 
the fl yers and chalk drawings.

The University should be a 
place for the students who are 
there, not a façade to attract new 
students. Please stop disinfecting 
the school, please stop sterilizing 
our college lives as if the student 
body were a bunch of hypo-
chondriacs. We can assure you 
that we’re not. And we want our 
school back.

I 
want you to support pub-
lic transit. Not because 
it’s good for the envi-
ronment. Not because it 

helps with economic devel-
opment and jobs growth. Not 
because it provides accessi-
bility to people who may not 
have other options for mobil-
ity. Those are all really good 
reasons to support public tran-
sit, but I want you to support it 
because it is fun.

It’s fun in the conven-
tional ways, like taking you to 
fun destinations, and allowing 
you to do fun things. You can 
take the MetroLink directly 
to Busch Stadium. You can 
take it to the airport and go 
on vacation. You can take the 
97 bus from Delmar straight 
to the City Museum. You can 
take the 59 bus to the Missouri 
Botanical Gardens, or the Red 
Line to the movies.  Those 
are all great things to do, but 
I would like to propose that 
the ride itself could be as fun 
as the destination on public 
transit.

On the Wash. U. campus, 
you see different, crazy things 
happening every day. There’s 
the people slacklining outside 
Graham Chapel, the student 
group in costumes in the DUC 
or the funny posters that have 
mysteriously appeared on 
every blank space on campus. 
Living in a community means 
that we interact with creativity, 
activities and excitement with-
out having to seek it out.

Once you leave campus, 
these enclaves of interest-
ing places, people and things, 
which I’m going to call specta-
cle, may be further apart. You 
may see them on Delmar, or 
maybe downtown during spe-
cial events, but it’s likely the 

only place you’ll interact with 
spectacle is in public places. 
Public transportation offers a 
particular kind of public space 
to experience your commu-
nity, giving a different face to 
the experience. Using public 
transportation, instead of trav-
eling alone, you are exposed to 
the silliness that other people 
might bring upon you.

This has already happened 
in St. Louis. In October 2008, 
MetroLink Prom brought 
together sparkling, glamor-
ous, St. Louisians on a train 
ride to remember, which they 
repeated with a crowd of over 
150 in October of 2009. Par-
ticipants in the event got to 
have a good time enjoying 
the transportation (if not the 
destination), and the innocent 
bystanders were confused, 
but excited about the mys-
terious party they had just 
encountered.

This type of fun and inter-
action in public space happens 
all over the world. For a sam-
pling of some of the best, 
check out NextStop STL, Met-
ro’s blog, and search for ‘My 
Favorite 10 Videos of People 
Dancing on Public Tran-
sit.’ You’ll see people getting 
together in our most public of 
spaces to pay tribute, enjoy the 
commute and start a scene.

St. Louis is ripe for this 
appreciation and public life on 
our public transportation sys-
tem. We need a strong public 
transportation system, not just 
for all the good reasons to have 
public transit, but so we have a 
space for spectacle, connecting 
us with our community, our 
city and our region.

A
s the fi nal weeks 
of the school year 
approach, many 
of us are enter-

ing crunch time. This crunch 
is not just due to exams and 
projects, but also due to trying 
to fi nalize summer plans. As 
the usual grind becomes more 
grinding, take a moment to 
think about how to free your-
self from being ground down.

The usual grind is so 
grinding because of the relent-
less amount of time spent 
working. Even if the material 
is interesting, four hours in, it 
becomes tedious. After weeks 
of this, being burned out is the 
common feeling on campus. 
The circles below peoples’ 
eyes grow so gradually that 
we hardly notice.

Some people even revel 
in how overworked they are. 

They casually mention how 
few hours of sleep they got, 
how many hours they studied 
for an exam or how long they 
worked on their club’s event. 
There is a bit of pride in being 
so productive that everything 
is sacrifi ced for that produc-
tivity. It’s enough to make 
students with fewer obliga-
tions feel guilty.

Don’t feel guilty. Having 
free time means having time 
for chance. So many things 
in life are controlled by sheer 
chance. For instance, many 
of our college friends were 
on our freshman fl oor, which 
is something we had no con-
trol over. Free time means the 
ability to take a chance and go 
to that party where you only 
know a few people, or having 
the time to read more about 
a subject that interests you. 
Both events could change 
your life in a way you could 
never predict.

The pursuit of happiness is 

a fundamental right that this 
country was founded on. Ask 
any burned-out student if they 
are happy, and you probably 
won’t even get a response 
aside from a blank stare. Ask 
anyone who just got back 
from a party or just fi nished 
playing games, watching a 
movie or just relaxing, and 
you’ll get a smile.

America as a people is 
overworked. We have longer 
hours and less time off than 
many nations in the corpo-
rate world, and this rat race 
fi lters down to the collegiate 
level. The best example is 
the pre-med students’ focus 
on grade-point average, 
recommendations and get-
ting the “right” internships. 
This excess of work is really 
productive, but in the long 
run, productivity’s value is 
questionable.

This summer break, take 
time to put work aside and 
just relax. Enjoy being around 

your friends and family. Have 
fun going somewhere new. In 
the long run, you’re not going 
to remember all those nights 
you spent in the library nearly 
as fondly as those few great 
parties or those short trips that 
turned into long adventures.

When you consider over-
loading your schedule next 
semester so that you will 
always be busy, consider 
doing less. Doing less and 
doing it better can be infi -
nitely more rewarding than 
doing just the minimum 
needed for an overloaded 
schedule. You’ll avoid those 
huge crunch times, and the 
relaxation time will keep the 
studying from becoming a 
grind.

While those overworking 
students will be constantly 
busy and their résumés will 
be fi lled, they might be so 
busy that they miss what they 
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T
hey brought toma-
toes back the other 
day. This fruit’s 
return made me 

realize that I never really 
understood why it was taken 
away in the fi rst place. That 
made me think that there are 
really a lot of things that go on 
that I don’t understand. Here 
are some of them.

Let’s start with the toma-
toes. Someone somewhere 
was upset because the tomato 
vendors Bon Appétit was buy-
ing from were not Fair Trade 
certifi ed. Someone had some 
sort of power or infl uence and 
got them temporarily banned.  
That much I get. What I don’t 
understand is why.

First of all, no one here 
benefi ts from a lack of toma-
toes. So clearly the ban was 
not in our best interests.

Second, I do not under-
stand Fair Trade. I think the 
logic goes something like this: 
People in other countries are 

paid less money than people 
in America or other economi-
cally leading countries for 
different jobs, and that this 
is somehow inhumane. Is 
that all? Where’s the prob-
lem there? One of my main 
problems with this is that that 
statement is totally meaning-
less. The wage rate in one 
industry in one country by 
itself is indicative of almost 
nothing. It must be compared 
to prevailing costs of liv-
ing, wages in other industries 
and at other companies in 
the same industry, etc. When 
this comparison is made, all 
of that data suggest that the 
companies being protested 
pay their workers much more 
than the laborers would make 
elsewhere.

But you don’t even need 
data to fi gure that out. It’s sim-
ple common sense. No one is 
forcing these people to work 
the jobs they work, but they do 
anyway. Therefore, there must 
be some reason. That reason 
is that these jobs are better 
than the other jobs or having 
no job. If things were really as 

bad as they are made out to be, 
no one would stand for it.

These workers are stand-
ing for it. No one asked for 
a champion here, and all the 
data suggests that they don’t 
need one. Literally every 
modern, economically great 
country, from America and 
Britain to China and Japan, 
has reached its place in the 
world the same way that the 
countries under heavy fi re 
from Fair Trade protestors are 
doing now. If this path works 
to get countries to the top, 
why do people want to keep 
them off it?

Another thing I don’t 
understand: The other day, I 
saw a sign in Ursa’s that was 
supposed to make me outraged 
by saying that health insurance 
companies “discriminate” 
against the elderly, women 
and people with preexisting 
conditions. The fl yer cited no 
source, so therefore we must 
go with common sense again. 
I will assume that these three 
groups actually do have to 
pay more in premiums than 
other people. They are also 

the people most likely to get 
sick, though. Of course the 
insurance companies are going 
to charge them more money. 
They are the people the insur-
ance companies are going to 
have to give the most money 
to, on average. This seems 
more like good business than 
discrimination.

And even if it is discrim-
ination, why does no one 
complain that auto insurance 
companies charge teenage 
males higher premiums than 
anyone else? Or why does no 
one claim that they discrimi-
nate against people with red 
cars?

I guess the point is that a 
lot of people are very upset 
about a lot of things that just 
don’t make a wink of sense. 
How about we start thinking a 
little bit before we judge evil? 
Then maybe we can actually 
do some good.
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T
his week is Passover, 
and while Jews are 
not breaking bread 
with their fami-

lies, as Republican politician 
Carly Fiorina suggested in an 
e-mailed Passover greeting to 
her supporters, they have been 
breaking matzos, hiding one 
half as the afi koman, and eating 
it later as they prepare to con-
clude their Passover seders. 

The formal conclusion of 
the seder, however, does not 
involve matzos, but rather the 
following words: “L’shana 
Haba’ah B’Yerushalayim: next 
year in Jerusalem.”

There will also be a seder 

in the White House this year, a 
now-annual tradition that began 
on the campaign trail. I imagine 
those closing words will take 
on new meaning this year.

The Obama administra-
tion has been engaged over the 
past few weeks in a very public 
dispute with the Israeli govern-
ment regarding construction 
in East Jerusalem. Whether or 
not Israel should cease building 
new settlements there is beyond 
the scope of this column. 
Instead, I would like to offer the 
following two points.

The fi rst is that the sig-
nifi cance of Jerusalem is a 
centuries-old, deeply impor-
tant part of the Jewish tradition, 
so important that the Pass-
over seder concludes with our 
desire to return there. This 

does not mean that Israel has 
an inviolable right to keep all 
of East Jerusalem, but it does 
mean that, for Israel, the status 
of Jerusalem is different from 
that of settlements on the West 
Bank.

The second point is that 
despite this temporary dispute, 
the U.S.-Israel relationship 
remains deeply important to 
both countries. Israel is an 
important ally of the U.S. in 
the War on Terror, and the two 
countries cooperate a great deal 
on everything from missile 
defense to alternative energy 
technology. More importantly, 
we share values of democracy 
and equality, and for that reason 
alone, we should work to main-
tain this bond.

We should also ensure that 

the issue of settlements does not 
distract us from the most press-
ing issue in the region, Iran’s 
growing nuclear capability. A 
nuclear Iran would be bad for 
Israel, bad for our troops in Iraq 
and bad for the overall stability 
of the region. Stopping Iran’s 
uranium enrichment needs to be 
one of our fi rst priorities.

There are numerous pas-
sages in the Haggadah, the 
book used for the Passover 
seder, that deal with minute dis-
agreements between ancient 
rabbis—exactly how many 
plagues the Egyptians suffered 
at the Red Sea, for instance. 
I’ve never really understood the 
signifi cance.

Perhaps it is important for 
us to discuss these disagree-
ments publicly, in detail, year 

after year. There is, however, 
another school of thought, one 
that says that these passages 
were inserted by unremem-
bered authors long ago and can 
be replaced by others that have 
more meaning for us today. 
Maybe these public disagree-
ments, whether between the 
ancient rabbis or between two 
countries, are the equivalent of 
breaking bread on Passover—a 
bit out of place. Maybe they are 
less important than telling the 
whole story. 

Either way, dayenu. 
Enough. It’s time to move 
forward.

B
on Appétit Manage-
ment Company has, 
with a few excep-
tions, a monopoly 

on on-campus dining at Wash-
ington University. Also, Bon 
Appétit undoubtedly has an 
agenda. This agenda includes 
a preference for organic and 
local ingredients, an empha-
sis on healthy eating, and a 
regard for the environment. In 
fact, Bon Appétit’s motto is 
“Food services for a sustain-
able future.” A quick visit to 
Wash. U. Dining Services’ 
Web site, or a glance at the 
ubiquitous signage at any Bon 
Appétit location, makes the 
agenda abundantly clear. On 
the surface, the elements of 
this agenda seem like admi-
rable goals for a food service 
company. But in practice, this 
agenda is actually disrespect-
ful and unfair to students.  
Unfortunately, because of the 
near monopoly Bon Appétit 
maintains, most students are 
left with no choice but to have 
the Bon Appétit mentality 

crammed down their throats, 
both fi guratively and literally, 
every time they swipe their ID 
cards to purchase breakfast, 
lunch or dinner.

The point of this article is 
not to argue against the local 
and organic food movements, 
and certainly not to criticize 
environmentalism. My point 
is that as young adults, col-
lege students should be trusted 
to choose their own food 
according to their own prefer-
ences and morals. Currently, 
Wash. U. students are faced 
with only one way of eating.  
Examples of this include the 
recently lifted bans on toma-
toes and bananas (which just 
returned to campus). While 
I do not have the knowledge 
or desire to debate the mer-
its of eating non-Free Trade 
bananas and winter toma-
toes, I do resent the freedom 
of choice that was taken from 
me regarding a very per-
sonal decision: what food I 
put into my body. There are 
parts of Bon Appétit’s agenda 
that I respect and admire, and 
others that I disagree with 
strongly. But I still maintain 
that I should have the right to 

make my own moral, ethical 
and environmental decisions. I 
would not object to signage or 
information regarding the eth-
ics of a given ingredient; in fact 
I would welcome and use such 
information, but I think college 
students have mature enough 
moral compasses to decide 
when it is OK to eat a (poten-
tially) ethically tainted tomato.

In addition to taking away 
our freedom to make our own 
moral judgments, I believe 
there is another reason the Bon 
Appétit agenda is unfair to stu-
dents. The reason is that Bon 
Appétit’s agenda hits us in the 
wallet. Like it or not, organic 
food simply costs more than 
non-organic food. It is no coin-
cidence that a $1 McDonald’s 
burger contains no organic 
ingredients. In addition, I am 
almost certain that Bon Appétit 
incurs signifi cant administra-
tive costs in locally sourcing 
its ingredients that are passed 
on to students via food prices. 
Again, by virtue of the monop-
oly Bon Appétit enjoys, there 
is no alternative and students 
are forced to pay for the more 
expensive philosophy that 
Bon Appétit abides by. Why 

should students indifferent to 
organic foods be forced to pay 
the extra cost to eat organic? 
This certainly is not fair to the 
many students and families 
for whom college tuition, and 
the associated costs like meal 
plans, represent a signifi cant 
fi nancial burden.

An opposing argument to 
mine might be that Wash. U. 
as an institution should sup-
port environmentalist and 
other social efforts, and that 
contracting with Bon Appétit’s 
actions are an example of this 
support. While I agree that the 
University should use its mus-
cle to support social goals, I 
believe that this effort crosses 
the line. It is one thing for the 
University to build environ-
mentally friendly buildings; it 
is quite another for it to make 
personal eating choices for 
its students. I believe Wash. 
U. should not be able to tell 
me what to eat any more than 
Wash. U. should determine 
how I vote or what I wear. 
Sadly, by allowing the Bon 
Appétit monopoly, and requir-
ing every student to buy a 
meal plan, that is exactly what 
the University is doing.

There are two solutions 
to this dilemma. The fi rst 
would be for Bon Appétit to 
offer more-conventional (and 
cheaper) food options along-
side the options that fi t its 
agenda. This, however, seems 
unlikely due to the resolve 
Bon Appétit seems to have in 
its mission. The second would 
be for Wash. U. to break up 
the Bon Appétit monopoly 
and let the students decide 
what eateries to support with 
their spending power. Stu-
dents wishing to spend the 
extra money to eat the Bon 
Appétit way could do so, and 
other students wishing to save 
money and eat more tradi-
tionally could do so as well.  
This seems to me like the best 
and most-fair option, and the 
option that I believe the Uni-
versity should pursue once it 
decides to get out of the dirty 
business of deciding what 
food should and should not go 
into its students’ mouths. 

BECKY ZHAO | STUDENT LIFE

Freedom of food: A forgotten right

Andrew is a sophomore in Engi-
neering. He can be reached via 
e-mail at ayg@cec.wustl.edu.

Andrew Gottlieb
Staff Columnist

Brent is a sophomore in Engi-
neering. He can be reached via 
e-mail at bjs@cec.wustl.edu.

Randy is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. He can be reached via 
e-mail at r.brachman@gmail.
com.

Renee is a junior in Architecture. 
She can be reached via e-mail 
at reneek@wustl.edu.

really wanted to do. Instead 
of just plodding through the 
work put in front of you, tak-
ing the time to enjoy it and 
explore a bit can show you 
something you will be truly 
inspired by.

By exploring, you’ll meet 
people unlike yourself. So 
when it comes time to fi nding 
a job, these acquaintances 
will know people you don’t. 
The Career Center is fond 
of telling us that 80 percent 
or more of jobs are found 
through friends. So really, 
taking a night off and party-
ing with some new people 
could be your best career 
move.

This summer break and 
next semester, make some 
time for yourself. Don’t feel 
like you aren’t getting “the 
most” out of college, because 
the best lessons of college 
often happen during your 
free time.

SHERMAN
from page 4

FEAR 
from page 4

Breaking bread

Eve is a junior in Arts & Sciences. 
She can be reached via e-mail at 
elsambor@wustl.edu.

Eve Samborn
Forum Editor

Randy Brachman
Staff Columnist

‘Some things I don’t understand’

the lives of these dedicated 
individuals? I challenge you 
to look beyond the glamorous 
media and to refrain from being 
naïve in the light of headlines 
that capture the Middle East 
misfortune. I would like you to 
consider the lives involved in 
this ongoing turmoil. Consider 
the families that live in Sderot 
that are still dealing with rocket 
fi re from Gaza. More than 325 
rockets and mortars have been 
fi red into Israel during the third 
Hamas-Israel ceasefi re that 
began on Jan. 18, 2009, follow-
ing Operation Cast Lead. Think 
of the homes and lives that are 
destroyed because of these Qas-
sam rocket attacks.

As you continue to read and 
watch sources to educate your-
self on the issues, I suggest you 
apply, as Sgt. Anthony puts it, 
your “sports fan eye.” Just as 
you scrutinize sports reports 
of your favorite team and you 
come across unbelievable rendi-
tions of a game or event. You’re 
likely to double-check the 
source immediately, comparing 
it to evidence on a quick Google 
search. Next time you read 
or hear something about the 
Middle East, consider a reality 
check, and apply the same men-
tality, because you very well 
may be reading a misreport. 
Finally, while you’re worrying 
about what tomorrow brings 
you, think of the Israeli soldiers 
or innocent people of Sderot 
who live in fear just trying to 
live to see another day in peace.
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Right across from Monarch Restaurant is Tiffany’s, which is in a prime location in Maple-
wood for grabbing late-night grub. This place, which has the look and feel of a traditional 
American diner, is especially known for its breakfast items, such as omelets and pancakes.

The Maplewood Metro stop
What to do near...

For many students who don’t have cars, fi nd-
ing things to do off campus can be challenging, 

and ordering a taxi cab can be expensive. But thanks to the local tran-
sit system and Wash. U.’s U-Pass program, many otherwise out-of-
reach attractions are much easier to access. Students may know the 
suburb of Maplewood for its Walmart and Maplewood Commons 
shopping area, but a ride on the MetroLink from the University City-Big 
Bend stop adjacent to campus to the Maplewood-Manchester stop 
will bring you to within walking distance of several other restaurants 
and attractions. Here’s a sampling of them.

Does a night of dueling pianos, 
dancing, drinks and food sound like 
fun? If so, then this restaurant and 
entertainment venue is for you. Its 
Web site bills it as “a sing-along, 
clap-along, drink-along, have-one-hel-
luva-good-time-along entertainment 
venue” where you can enjoy listening 
to two dueling pianists playing a range 
of popular hits by artists ranging from 
“Elvis to Eminem, Abba to ZZ Top, 
Neil Diamond to AC/DC.” Thursday 
is Ladies’ Night, which features half-
priced martinis for those of you who 
are of age. It’s open only on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday nights, and it 
has a reputation for getting crowded. 
You can access the Jive & Wail by 
walking east on Manchester from the 
MetroLink stop or by taking the 57 
MetroBus for a few minutes.

http://www.jiveandwail.com

Tropicana Lanes in Richmond Heights may be the closest bowling alley to campus, but for those 
who seek a slightly more retro feel, seek out Saratoga Lanes. The inside appearance and features 
hearken back to the old days; for instance, there are no fl ashing lights and no automatic scoring, 
meaning a more traditional bowling experience. In addition to having eight bowling lanes, Saratoga 
also has darts and pool tables, as well as a bar with drinks on the cheap. Saratoga has racked up a 
number of Riverfront Times Best of Awards in recent years, including Best Bowling Lanes (2004, 
2008) and Best Place to Play Pool (2005). From the Maplewood-Manchester stop, walk east on 
Manchester or take the 57 MetroBus until Sutton Boulevard, then turn right and walk a short dis-
tance. http://www.saratogalanes.com/index.php

Art lovers, rejoice: Maplewood is home to a number of small art galleries and venues, which 
are clustered in an area less than a mile east of the Maplewood-Manchester station. Hoffman 
LaChance Contemporary art gallery, at 2713 Sutton Blvd., will have an opening reception at 6 
p.m. Friday for “Gates and Ways,” an exhibit by Illinois abstract artist Michael Wille featuring 
paintings and prints that incorporate architectural elements from several different cities. The 
Focal Point, located at 2720 Sutton Blvd., features live folk and bluegrass music every week-
end. Saturday’s show will feature folk artist Jamie Kindleyside, and April 9’s performance will 
feature Craver, Watson, Hicks & Newberry, who have made many appearances on Garrison 
Keillor’s weekly entertainment show “A Prairie Home Companion.” Black Cat Theatre, at 2810 
Sutton Blvd., offers live music, cabaret and theatrical performances for a variety of age groups. 
This 180-seat venue looks unassuming on the outside, but it has an impressive track record of 
shows by both local and internationally known writers; in February 2009, Black Cat Theatre 
featured Noel Coward’s romantic comedy “Private Lives,” which has been featured on Broad-
way several times. Black Cat often has student discounts.

For a full list of galleries and venues in this area, visit http://www.cityofmaplewood.com. 
Access this area by walking east or taking the 57 MetroBus from the Maplewood-Manchester 
MetroLink stop.

If you’re 21, you can take a behind-the-scenes tour of the brewery that makes the locally known 
Schlafl y line of beers. Complimentary samples of several varieties of Schlafl y beers are offered 
along the way. Tours are offered hourly from noon to 5 p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. Or 
you can eat at the Schlafl y Bottleworks restaurant, which offers burgers, sandwiches, pizza, pasta, 
ribs and appetizers. The restaurant is open seven days per week and has no age restrictions.

For those of you who are willing to spend a little extra, Monarch provides an intimate fi ne-dining 
experience, with both a main dining menu and a tasting menu that has smaller food items and wines. 
The food is of an international fl avor, incorporating French, Asian and American cuisine. The res-
taurant also carries dozens of wines, ranging from affordable to pricey. Get there by walking a little 
bit west of the Maplewood-Manchester MetroLink stop. http://monarchrestaurant.com

Maplewood Arts District

The Jive & Wail, 7376 Manchester Rd.

The Maya Cafe offers fresh margaritas and a variety of Pan-Latin specialties. Located in the 
Maplewood Arts District, the Maya Cafe features a dining room and bar designed by Bill Christ-
man, a St. Louis artist. With the weather warming up, its deck bar is defi nitely worth checking out. 
http://www.mayacafestl.com/

The Maya Cafe, 2726 Sutton Blvd.

Tiffany’s Original Diner, 7402 Manchester Rd.

Saratoga Bowling Lanes, 2725 Sutton Blvd.

Schlafl fl ffl lfl y Bottleworks, 7260 Southwest Ave.

Monarch Restaurant, 7401 Manchester Rd. 

Puneet Kollipara
Copy Chief



Just 1.6 seconds and two 
points separated the Washing-
ton University men’s crew team 
from a race victory and the overall 
points trophy. When the Washing-
ton University men’s crew team 
reached the end of the fi nal race 
in the University Rowing Asso-
ciation championships, it had 
earned both.

The Wash. U. victory over 
Rochester in the men’s Heavy-
weight Varsity 4 earned 12 points 
to Rochester’s nine, giving them 
the needed two-point boost for the 
overall win. 

“In the end it came down to a 
few races where the varsity team 
came in fi rst,” senior co-captain 
Derek Turnbull said. 

Co-captain Jewell Thomas, 
juniors Andrew Warshauer and 
Ryan Bowers, coxswain Rui Hu 
and freshman Eamon Callison 
represented Wash. U. in the cru-
cial Heavyweight 4. They made 
an important sprint halfway 
through the course, overtaking 
the squad from the University of 
Chicago. 

“Halfway through, we made 
our move,” Thomas said. “We 
crept up on them. It was a very 

well-rowed race; Chicago and 
Rochester were ahead of us at the 
start.” 

“We just have a really young 
team,” sophomore Miranda 
Timonen said. “This is a building 
year for us. We’re very pleased 
with how we performed against 
Rochester.”

Like the men’s team, the 
women saw the regatta as a pos-
itive indicator for the rest of the 
season.

In the women’s competi-
tion, the Bears fi nished in second 
behind the Yellowjackets, who 
claimed the top spot in each var-
sity race. The Varsity 8 proved to 

be the most exciting race, as the 
Lady Bears edged Rochester’s B 
boat by 0.7 seconds for second 
place. According to Timonen, 
Wash. U. made its move about 250 
meters from the fi nish, erasing a 
boat-length defi cit to overtake the 
Yellowjackets, a varsity program.

“This is sort of an opener to our 
offi cial season…sort of a barom-
eter, and were really pleased,” 
Timonen said. “It’s really been 
fantastic to see [the freshmen] 
develop as rowers.”

The URA represents the 
equivalent of a conference 
championship for Wash. U.’s 
crew squads. Schools from the 

University Athletic Association, 
including Rochester, the Uni-
versity of Chicago and Carnegie 
Mellon University, competed for 
the title. But the URA is not offi -
cially part of the UAA or the 
NCAA.

The men’s overall-points 
trophy win left team mem-
bers optimistic about future 
competitions.

“It’s my thought now going 
into this spring [that] we’re going 
to have one of the fastest crews 
that Wash. U. has seen in a long 
time,” Thomas said. “We have the 
opportunity to row in some of the 
high profi le [regattas].”

The Bears are back in action at 
the Southern Intercollegiate Row-
ing Association (SIRA) Regatta in 

Oakridge, Tenn., on April 17.
With additional reporting by 

Johann Quas Hiansen
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ACROSS
1 Casey and

Kildare: Abbr.
4 Clairvoyant’s

claim, for short
7 Courses for coll.

credit
10 Ball support
13 Actor McKellen
14 Classic Jag
15 California fruit
17 Critters with

powerful jaws
20 Server on 

skates
21 Sniggler’s prey
22 Eliel Saarinen’s

son
23 Normandy

battleground
24 Chinese

government
bigwig

27 Program
interruption

32 Bedroom set
piece

35 Sun. speech
36 Catch a few z’s
37 “Green Eggs and

Ham” author
38 Writer Jong
40 USNA grad
41 Sephia

automaker
44 Took, as advice
46 Spurning

learning
49 Caribbean isl.

belonging to
France

50 “¿Cómo __
usted?”

54 The Phantom of
the Opera

57 River inlet
58 Game in which

love is
expressed
frequently?

60 Discontinuing
relations of any
kind

63 Apple-polishers
64 __ canto: singing

style
65 Post- opposite
66 Govt. ID
67 Frequently, in

verse
68 Words in a 

simile
69 Old JFK arrival

DOWN
1 45s, e.g.
2 Charged
3 Watchdog’s

warning
4 __ 67: Montreal

World’s Fair
5 Ship’s captain
6 Proverbial sword

beater
7 Apollo’s twin

sister
8 Movie girl with

“perils”
9 “To __, With

Love”
10 Mah-jongg piece
11 Cabinet dept.

formed after the
1977 oil crisis

12 “Tiger in your
tank” company

16 Bow’s opposite
18 Greek god of

fear
19 Nerd
25 Actress __ Dawn

Chong
26 “Snowy” wading

birds
28 Take a chance
29 Arthurian lady
30 Texas city on the

Brazos

31 Wing tip-to-wing
tip distance

32 “Just __!”
33 Contact lens

solution brand
34 Is required to
39 Take offense at
42 “To sum up ...”
43 Not with
44 Cockpit abbr.
45 Sand structures
47 Tut-tutted
48 Rugged rock

51 Haircut sounds
52 Stadium levels
53 Balance sheet

item
54 Approximations:

Abbr.
55 Classic autos
56 58-Across star

Lendl
59 Cinders of old

comics
61 __ de Janeiro
62 Lawyers’ gp.

Monday’s Puzzle Solved
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Complete the grid so
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Start with Washington Univer-
sity students waking up between 6 
and 8 a.m. on a Sunday morning; 
throw in some cold weather in the 
low 40s, an overcast sky, strong 
wind and rain; add a combina-
tion of 400 meters of swimming, 
a 12-mile bike ride around Forest 
Park and a fi ve-kilometer run.

This might sound like a recipe 
for disaster, but dozens of Wash-
ington University students and 
other members of the community 
competed, either as individuals or 
in teams, in the fi rst annual Wash. 
U. triathlon. “People really said, 
‘Screw the weather,’ and came 
out here and did it, despite the 
bad conditions,” said junior Karin 
Underwood, a co-organizer.

At 7:45 a.m., the check-in line 
was out the door of the Athletic 
Complex as triathletes prepared 
for an 8:30 a.m. start to the triath-
lon. According to senior Lauren 
Shuler, one of the co-organizers 
of the triathlon, about 113 people 
registered online, and around 20 
didn’t show up.

There were wide ranges of 
experience in the fi eld, as some 
people had done 10 triathlons 
while others were competing in 
their fi rst. “There were a lot of 
people you wouldn’t expect,” 
said junior Michael Flanagan, a 
volunteer.

Most triathlons are com-
pletely individual events, so the 
team aspect—in which one person 
could swim and another could run 
while the third person could handle 

the bike ride—was received pos-
itively. “For people who aren’t 
avid in all three sports, it makes 
you more willing to participate,” 
Associate Dean for Students Chris 
Kroeger said. Kroeger rode a bike 
for the fi rst time in 35 years as a 
result of the triathlon.

Freshman Jennifer Grant com-
pleted two legs of the triathlon. “I 
learned not only how to run and 
bike, but learned how to deal with 
the different weather situations,” 
Grant said.

The rain and strong wind 
posed added challenges to the 
triathletes. “My feet were numb 
when I got off the bike,” senior 
Tara Benesch said. “The min-
ute you just get off the bike, I felt 
like I was 10 pounds heavier with 
water.”

One of the primary goals of the 
triathlon, according to organizers, 
was to get people who wouldn’t 
normally compete to take part in 
a triathlon. Mission accomplished, 
as Benesch, Grant and many oth-
ers were fi rst-timers.

Ultimately, participants had 
a good time and are now more 
open to future triathlons. “Every-
one’s smiling,” Underwood said. 
“There are people who literally 
can’t feel their hands and feet and 
are still having a good time.”

“It was an invigorating expe-
rience and should be annual or 
even twice a year,” Kroeger said. 
All the participants and organiz-
ers echoed their hopes for better 
weather the next time.

“Overall, it was a great new 
Wash. U. tradition,” junior Andrew 
Frangos said. His triathlon team is 
already excited for next year. 

On-campus triathlon 
triumphs over weather
Johann Qua Hiansen
Senior Sports Editor

April showers bring May 
fl owers, but March showers 
bring canceled baseball games. 
Such is the case for the Wash-
ington University baseball 
team, which played only three 
of a scheduled six game series 
this weekend.

While games on Friday 
and Sunday were canceled, the 
Bears managed to play a triple-
header on Saturday against the 
University of Wisconsin-Plat-
teville, taking two of the three 
meetings.

The fi rst game of the day 
was a complete pitcher’s duel. 
Senior Jeremy Rogoff threw 
an eight-inning complete game 
shutout, striking out nine play-
ers and giving up fi ve hits. The 
Pioneers’ starting pitcher Bran-
don Byrne had a similar outing, 
giving up just one run in seven-
plus innings—though that run 
proved to be decisive.

Both teams were held 
scoreless until extra innings of 
the seven inning game. Junior 
Matt Bayer led off the eighth 
with a single. After two bunts, 
one muffed by the Pioneers and 
one a single, catcher Joe Noon 
won the game with a bases-
loaded hit.

The Bears had no simi-
lar pitching success in the 

middle game, losing 9-3. 
Starting pitcher David Lieb-
man gave up fi ve runs in 4 1/3 
innings.

There was a scary moment 
in the fi fth inning, as Lieb-
man was hit in the head with a 
line drive and had to leave the 
game.

With the score 6-3 enter-
ing the seventh inning, UWP 
put the game out of reach with 
three more runs.

Woes continued into the 
third game. Starting pitcher 
Adam Merzel lasted just three 
innings, giving up six earned 
runs.

Down 7-3 late in the game, 
the Bears mounted a come-
back. Scoring two runs in the 
fi fth inning, the Red and Green 
took the lead with a fi ve-run 
sixth. Bayer had a double in 
both innings, including a three-
run double in the sixth to give 

the Bears a 10-7 lead.
Zachary Cain pitched a 

scoreless seventh inning, get-
ting a win not only for himself, 
but also for the Bears.

While the canceled games 
will be rescheduled later in 
the season, Wash. U. trav-
els to Bloomington, Ill., to 
take on Beloit College for a  
doubleheader on Friday, and 
then another at Webster Uni-
versity on Saturday.

Bears take 2 of 3 games

in rain-shortened weekend
Alex Dropkin
Sports Editor

COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY ROWING ASSOCIATION

Members of Washington University men’s crew team hold the 
Case Cup, given to the team with the most overall points, after 
winning it in the URA championship.

JOHANN QUA HIANSEN | STUDENT LIFE

Pitcher Adam Merzel delivers in the second game on March 27 against University of Wisconsin-
Platteville. Merzel struggled through three innings, giving up six earned runs, as the Bears took two 
of three games of a triple-header gainst UWP.

Men’s crew edges Rochester in URA championships

BASEBALL

Hannah Lustman
Sports Editor 
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Three things   VIDEO GAMES 
can Teach MOVIES

As time passes, the gap between video games 
and movies narrows. The two mediums will never 
completely overlap, but that doesn’t mean that 
they can’t learn from each other.

1. The case against horrible acting
Most games nowadays have voice acting in some capacity, but nearly all 

of it stinks. You might think the suckiness is probably due to a combination 
of bad animations and poor acting, but just close your eyes, listen to Kratos 
scream like a pig and try to convince yourself that it’s good voice acting. From 
horror stories I’ve heard, voice actors throw all their training out the window 
when they hear they’re working for a video game. Pixar, and, to a lesser extent, 
Dreamworks, have had wonderful acting for years without the aid of A-list 
celebrities. Why can’t that happen in video games too?

2. Play with Perspective
Authors have been toying with unreliable narrators for centuries, and movies 

like “Memento” and “A Beautiful Mind” have continued the trend in earnest. 
It’s time for the unreliable narrator to jump to games. To be fair, the suspect 
narrator has made appearances in some “Final Fantasy” games, but more often 
than not, game stories are told from the perspective of some omnipotent being, 
like the sages in “Legend of Zelda” or an intelligence agency in any game 
involving terrorism. Imagine a fi rst-person game with an unreliable narrator 
and how betrayed you would feel once you fi gured out your character’s ulterior 
motives. It has to happen.

3. The Opening of the Field
Why is it that every video game pits one super-powered protagonist against 

the whole world? How many movies released outside of the summer follow this 
trend? If games ever want to be recognized as art, they have to prove that they 
can be more than cheap knock-offs of Jerry Bruckheimer’s latest visual feast. 
Movies have fl awed characters, and surprisingly enough, not every movie is 
about the main character’s quest to beat up everyone else. The recently released 
“Heavy Rain” begins to show us what games are capable of being—thrillers 
with amoral characters—but that is just the tip of the iceberg. Games can elicit 
more responses than, “Sweet!” and “Badass!”

‘Red Steel 2’ Review
Percy Olsen 
Senior Cadenza Editor

Before the Wii came out, 
there was a lot of hype over 
two games: “The Legend of 
Zelda: Twilight Princess” 
and “Red Steel.” Given how 
the games are now remem-
bered, it may surprise 
readers to hear that the origi-
nal “Red Steel” had nearly 
as much buzz around it as 
“Twilight Princess.” The 
trailers at the time paired the 
soft blue glow of the Wii’s 
disc tray with the impressive 
fidelity of a Wiimote that 
could at one moment be an 
Uzi and at the next moment 

be a sword.
Unfortunately, the 

Wiimote actually wasn’t as 
sensitive as Nintendo pur-
ported it to be, and this left 
Ubisoft in a bad situation, 
designing a game to use 
technology that didn’t yet 
exist. The reticule ended 
up being too jittery, and the 
sword fights were both too 
simple and too frustrating to 
control. In short, “Red Steel” 
stunk. 

The first game may 
have sold a million copies, 
but there was no way Ubi-
soft would be able to pull 
the wool over gamers’ eyes 
again. The franchise was 
relegated to the long list 
of console-launch casual-
ties, alongside “Perfect Dark 
Zero” for the Xbox 360 and 
“NFL QB Club 2002” for the 
GameCube.

The only way Ubisoft 
could salvage the series 
was by doing…not what it 
did in the first game. Tear 
down the wallpaper and wax 
the floors. Keep the name, 
but change everything else 
to show all the saps who 
bought your first game that 
you are sorry, and ensure 
them that this new game will 
live up to the promise your 
first game once had.

Well, here comes “Red 
Steel 2,” sporting a new cel-
shaded look, a Wild West 
atmosphere and a silent pro-
tagonist, while vowing to 
right what went wrong in 
the first game. Swordplay 
is hard to pull off, but with 
the help of Wii Motion Plus, 
swinging the Wii’s remote 
like a sword feels absolutely 
fantastic. Part of the positive 
impression might have to do 
with the fact that the years 

have chipped away at Nin-
tendo’s ideal vision of the 
Wiimote’s capabilities, but 
most of it comes from the 
smoothness with which you 
can level an enemy grunt. 
That’s not to say that the 
game lets you swing easy; 
you’ll have to swing hard to 
knock the armor off enemies, 
and after a long day’s work 
of hacking, your arms will 
scream in pain.

Speaking of pain, the 
story and voice acting leave 
something to be desired. You 
play the last of a Kusagari 
clan, on a mission to avenge 
his fallen swordsman—you 
know, right after you retrieve 
the stolen gold. Well, after 
you turn on that control 
tower. And after you activate 
the watermill. The game is 
constantly sending you out 
on mandatory assignments 
that would be given to you 
as sidequests in other games. 
They’re mundane and mostly 
pointless, but even at their 
worst, at least the missions 
offer up chances to beat 
some baddies.

In one fluid motion, you 
can rear back and swipe 
to your left, knocking the 
enemy to his knees, and 
then you can switch gears, 
rush forward and thrust 
your sword into his gut. It 
has to be mentioned that at 
any time you can twirl your 
revolver into action and fire 
bullets at will. The com-
bat is special. If it could 
be described in a word, it 
would be “cool.” Three 
words? Natural and reward-
ing. Twenty-two? You might 
say it is four years too late, 
but “Red Steel 2” is (finally) 
showing us what the Wii 
can do.
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‘ALIENS VS. PREDATOR’ REVIEW
“Aliens vs. Predator” 

returns once again to the 
video-gaming world as a 
new installment from Rebel-
lion Studios, which produced 
the critically acclaimed PC 
version of “Aliens versus 
Predator” in 1999. How does 
the new title stack up against 
the rest?

“Aliens vs. Predator” 
sets itself apart from simi-
lar games by providing 
three separate campaigns: 
marine, Alien and Preda-
tor. Each revolves around 
the same basic story line 
with minor alterations based 
upon what race you play. A 
space colony has decided to 
try and harness the power 
of the Aliens. They inevita-
bly escape, and marines are 
brought in to defeat them. 
Meanwhile, a Predator has 
decided to hunt everyone for 
sport.

Across all campaigns, 
the lighting is fantastic. The 
environments are pretty, and 
the graphics are good but not 
groundbreaking. They would 
be much more enjoyable if 
they were not reused for each 
campaign. The first and most 
noticeable detriments to the 
game are paper-thin plots 
and subpar voice acting. As 
the marine, it may be hard to 
find motivation, whereas the 
Alien and Predator will find 
the blood work motivating 
in itself. More experienced 
gamers may also find the 
boss battles to be lackluster.

The longest campaign, 
the marine campaign, is most 
similar to and comparable 
with decent mainstream first-
person shooters on market 
today. It spans across varied 
terrain, from a claustropho-
bic colony to a wide-open 
jungle. The vast majority 
of enemies that the marine 
faces off against are Aliens. 
Facehuggers, Predators and 
military androids also make 
appearances to add variety 
to the gameplay. The marine 
is given a small yet effective 
array of weaponry to take 
on the opposition, making 
up for his lack of speed and 
strength. He is also equipped 
with a motion sensor that 
beeps at higher frequencies 
as enemies get closer. This 
can lead to nerve-wrecking 
paranoia, as many environ-
ments are nearly pitch black. 
Strategic use of a flashlight 
and emergency flairs, how-
ever, can illuminate these 
dark spaces.

The Aliens that attack 
are fast and deadly. They 
scurry on the walls and floor 
with erratic patterns, mak-
ing hitting them surprisingly 
difficult. Killing them before 
they reach you is highly 
encouraged, since the marine 
can’t take much damage, 
and bullet wounds cause the 
Aliens to leak acidic blood. 
Once the Aliens are in strik-
ing range, the marine can 
engage in hand-to-hand 
combat —though it seems 
odd that a human could eas-
ily deflect the deadly swipes 
of an Alien.

The Predator campaign 

lets you stealthily hunt the 
humans while engaging 
the Aliens with your wrist 
blades. The Predator begins 
its story without most of its 
trademark weaponry. Many 
of the weapons it acquires 
end up being wholly useless, 
and others are far overpow-
ered. But the real drawback 
of this campaign is that 
humans are hunted in an odd 
fashion. The game promotes 
the use of grabs, which result 
in a horrifically gory ani-
mated kill. Unfortunately, 
the human animations are 
not convincing, and there are 
only four or so unique ren-
derings. Because it is often 
suicidal to attack the humans 
head on, the grabs get old 
very quickly. They also take 
an egregious amount of time 
to perform, leaving you open 
to attack while you take your 
time slicing one victim. The 
Predator campaign, however, 
does also incorporate plat-
forming elements to quickly 
traverse the maps. Despite 
the shortcomings, playing as 
a Predator and picking off 
stragglers one-by-one still 
feels decidedly badass.

The Alien campaign is the 
most unique of the bunch, 
but is still riddled with prob-
lems. The Alien is strong, 
incredibly fast and nearly 
invisible in the shadows, 
and is able to crawl on any 
surface. The Alien has no 
ranged attacks, so stealth is 
key. Regrettably, the navi-
gation system is highly 
unintuitive. You will often 
find yourself crawling on 
walls you did not intend to 

explore. With the first-person 
vantage, it is also often hard 
to tell where you are. When 
the Alien’s blinding speed is 
added, it is very easy to get 
confused, stuck or shot while 
attempting to flee or attack. 
Like the Predator, the Alien 
also relies on grabs for grue-
some kills. The scurrying 
and striking from the dark 
is a relatively novel experi-
ence. Despite the originality, 
the controls make the Alien 
campaign the weakest of the 
three.

“Aliens vs. Predator” 
has a unique multiplayer to 
make up for the shortcom-
ings of the campaigns. There 
are variations of classic 
game types such as death-
match, zombies, juggernaut 
and horde. The intersec-
tion of three separate species 
with three completely dif-
ferent strategies makes for 
truly exceptional matches. 
The real tragedy of the 
game is that there is no solid 
online community. There 
are seldom more than a few 
dozen online at a time, leav-
ing many to miss out on 
multiplayer.

Overall, “Aliens vs. Pred-
ator” is a mediocre game. It 
tries out new ideas that are 
simply unavailable in today’s 
market. Each campaign has 
its own unique flavor and 
gives thrills that other games 
do not. But the shortcom-
ings are numerous. If you are 
a fan of the series and first-
person shooters in general, 
then I suggest you try this 
game, but I would perhaps 
refrain from purchase.

Adam Rubin
Cadenza Reporter
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Senior Cadenza Editor

Two things
MOVIES can Teach 

VIDEO GAMES
1. Look in the mirror
“No More Heroes” and the “Mario and 

Luigi” games are known for taking good, 
long looks in the mirror and poking fun at 
themselves and the gaming culture at large. 
Wouldn’t it be awesome if more movies did 
this, too? Imagine Matt Damon asking the 
audience, “Are you ready for this?” before 
beating up a guy with a magazine, or Meryl 
Streep winking at the camera before dancing in 
“Mamma Mia!” Breaking the fourth wall has a 
place in comedies and dramas that are willing 
to cede a moment to silliness.

2. Touching is good
This one is a no-brainer. Video games, no 

matter how generic their main characters might 
be, always allow the gamers to control them. 
Why can’t this be the case in movies? Movies 
shouldn’t become completely interactive—that 
would just be a video game, wouldn’t it? But 
movies could offer viewers the opportunity to 
get their feet wet every now and then. Maybe 
the viewer could choose left or right at an inter-
section at the beginning of a chase scene or 
between a punch and a kick to put an end to 
a fight scene. Movies shouldn’t explicitly let 
viewers choose story details, but subtly, every 
little choice the viewer makes could influence 
the overall plot.

Percy Olsen
Senior Cadenza Editor
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