
With his hands resting on 
his legs while sitting onstage 
in a high-set chair, Matisyahu 
commanded his quietly cap-
tivated listeners Thursday 
with the performance of three 
serenely delivered acoustic 
songs in a blend of words, 
hums, beatboxing and other 
sounds.

At times his legs were 
slightly crossed, rocking to 
the rhythm; his hands may 
have moved to grasp the edge 
of his seat. But one thing 
remained constant: He kept 
his eyes closed throughout the 
performance.

He was accompanied on 
guitar by Adam Weinberg, 
the Washington University 

graduate who fi rst introduced 
the campus to the Jewish artist 
more than six years ago.

The fi rst song he per-
formed on Thursday  does not 
appear on any album and is 
inspired by the Jewish day of 
observance called Tisha B’Av, 
commemorating the fall of the 
First and Second Temples of 
Jerusalem.

That the song’s religious 
context likely escaped most of 
the listeners who fi lled Gra-
ham Chapel did not prevent 
them from appreciating Mati-
syahu’s music.

“Matisyahu is an artist I 
respect for his integration of 
his personal values and talent 
in the mainstream industry,” 
sophomore Anthonia Ojo said. 
“His songs have great lyrics, 
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“So now we’re back in 
tomato land,” said Nadeem 
Siddiqui, resident district 
manager of Bon Appétit.

After months without 
tomatoes from Dining Ser-
vices, tomatoes will be sold 
again by the end of next 
week.

During the winter grow-
ing season, the only source 
of available tomatoes was 
in Florida, where many 
companies were not paying 
their tomato pickers suffi-
cient salaries in the view of 
Dining Services. Therefore, 
Dining Services stopped 
purchasing tomatoes from 
these farms.

Now, with the change of 
season, tomatoes are avail-
able from California and 
Mexico. According to Sid-
diqui, Dining Services has 

found tomato farms in these 
areas that pay their tomato 
pickers sufficient wages and 
follow standards deemed 
appropriate.

Siddiqui was hoping that 
Dining Services would be 
able to bring tomatoes back 
to campus sooner, after 
negotiating with the compa-
nies; but he is still glad they 
are coming back now.

Siddiqui expects stu-
dents to be very excited to 
be able to purchase toma-
toes again. “I hope nobody 
has a tomato fight,” Sid-
diqui said.

In the past month, he 
said he has received more 
e-mails asking questions 
about tomatoes than any 
other topic since he has 
been at Wash. U.

Siddiqui commended 
students on the stand they 
have taken, which has 

Tomatoes
will return
by next week, 
offi cial says
Lauren Olens
News Editor

Student Union Senate on 
Wednesday passed a resolution 
in support of founding United 
for Undergraduate Socio-Eco-
nomic Diversity (U/FUSED), a 
group that would aim to increase 
socioeconomic diversity on a 
national level at undergraduate 
schools.

U/FUSED will be a coali-
tion that has organizations at 
different undergraduate schools. 
Any school looking to increase 
socioeconomic diversity on its 
campus can easily contact other 
schools and see what they have 
been doing to further the issue 
on their own campus. U/FUSED 
will have a Web site where all of 
this information is available and, 
most importantly, will spread 
information about effective 
strategies and ideas for increas-
ing socioeconomic diversity.

The two main goals of U/
FUSED are knowledge-shar-
ing and forming a “critical 
mass” with regard to the issue 

of socioeconomic diversity to 
bring greater national atten-
tion to the issue, according to 
senior Chase Sackett, who ini-
tially co-founded the group 
with Fernando Cutz as Wash. U. 
for Undergraduate Socio-Eco-
nomic Diversity (WU/FUSED). 
The group was founded a year 
ago and has made several steps 
toward increasing socioeco-
nomic diversity. The group has 
met with the admissions offi ce 
to increase the number of admis-
sions offi cers so that the offi cers 
would be able to visit a greater 
variety of schools.

“Obviously we have lim-
ited resources in admissions, 
so what tends to happen is they 
go to schools with higher yield, 
and those schools tend to be of 
higher socioeconomic diver-
sity,” Cutz said. “Adding a few 
people [will enable them] to visit 
less-high-yield schools.”

The group has also pushed 
for more loan workshops, rais-
ing awareness about what 
loans are available to students 
and making the process more 
comprehensive.

Both of these are processes 
that groups who are a part of U/
FUSED can imitate at their own 
schools.

In addition to making these 
adjustments, WU/FUSED has 
been working with University 
faculty and staff to raise aware-
ness about the issue. The reason 
for this is twofold: It helps make 
professors conscious of the cost 
of books and encourages them 
to consider putting the chapters 
on ARES, for example, and it 
puts pressure on the administra-
tion. Because of the wide variety 
of people who have become 
involved in increasing socio-
economic diversity on campus, 
the administration has a lot of 
people looking at its activities. 
Cutz and Sackett hope that this 
will lead to their ultimate goal: 
need-blind admissions.

WU/FUSED would also be 
sharing its survey and strategies. 
WU/FUSED took and published 
a survey in December asking 
students about their socioeco-
nomic status. This information 

The senior class has spoken. 
The 2011 Senior Class Coun-
cil will consist of Alex Kiles as 
president, Megan De Villiers as 
internal vice president, Stephan 
Bailey as external vice president, 
Jordan Aibel as treasurer and 
Christina Mosher as secretary.

De Villiers, Bailey, Aibel and 
Mosher all ran on the CROSS-
ROADS slate, but there were no 
candidates for the offi ce of the 
president.

Senate OKs resolution supporting 
socioeconomic diversity coalition
Michelle Merlin
News Editor

Senior class chief 

elected from abroad; 

slate takes the rest

Eliza Adelson
News Manager

Students dissatisfi ed with their 
current uncomfortable earbuds no 
longer need to suffer. Washington 
University is beginning to market 
Yurbuds, earbuds personally cus-
tomized for maximum comfort.

Seth Burgett, who earned 
his Executive MBA from Olin 
Business School at Washington 

University in December 2009, 
started Yurbuds in January 2008.  
Burgett came up with the idea in 
September 2007, when he was 
working out for a half ironman tri-
athlon. After intense workouts, his 
ears would often hurt as a result 
of the earbuds he used during 
the workout. After learning that 
other friends were having simi-
lar problems, he decided to take 
advantage of this commonality. 

“By shaping to the contour of 

the ear, earbuds rub pain points,” 
Burgett said. “We create six sizes 
and size you for the right one for 
your ear. I worked with designers 
to avoid those pain points, and 
we developed soft silicone that 
adapts your ear to your earbud.”

Users of Yurbuds can take 
a digital picture of their ears 
by either downloading an 
iPhone app called “Size Yur 
Ear” or uploading a picture to 
yurbuds.com. This picture allows 

the consumer to buy the correct 
size.

According to Burgett, the 
response for Yurbuds has been 
strongly positive. The New York 
Times picked Yurbuds as one of 
the Top Four Picks at the 2010 
Consumer Electronics Show. The 
company has raised over $2 mil-
lion in private investments and 
have started sales at 65 Best Buy 
stores on the East Coast and West 
Coast.

Unique earbud design by alumnus sparks national interest

Alex Kiles, current junior class president, is abroad and could not 
get the required signatures to run for senior class president, so he 
started a write-in campaign. Kiles won the senior class council 
presidency, defeating his only opponent by nearly 50 percentage 
points, while the CROSSROADS slate won all the other races, 
most of which were uncontested.

RACHEL METTER | STUDENT LIFE

See TOMATO, page 7

Alex Kiles scores
 a rare victory
as an abroad 

candidate 

Jack Marshall
Staff Reporter

Yurbuds is a personally 
customized soft silicone 
attachment that slips over 
existing earbuds for a better 
fi t and comfort. Yurbuds was 
founded by Wash. U. graduate 
Seth Burgett, who earned his 
executive MBA in Decemeber 
2009. He came up with idea 
when his earbuds keep slipping 
out during training for a 
triathlon in 2007.COURTESY OF YURBUDS

See EARBUD, page 2

See KILES, page 7 See U/FUSED, page 7

MATISYAHU: UNPLUGGED

PHOTOS BY MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Kat Zhao
Contributing Reporter

See MATISYAHU, page 7

(Above) Before performing on campus Thursday afternoon, 
Matisyahu chatted with students in the DUC courtyard. (Right) In 
an acoustic session in Graham Chapel, the musician performed 
with guitarist and WU alum Adam Weinberg. He also answered 
the audience’s questions in a lively question-and-answer session. 

yahu in Graham Chapel 
elive the tunage by
deo of his song 
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"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend

WILLIAMS PHARMACY

ROBERTS
PLACE LOFTS

Y O U R  P L AC E  F O R  C E N T R A L LO F T  L I V I N G

Apply now! Starting at $680

314 367 7431 
800 Arlington Ave, St. Louis MO 63112

New Kitchens Free ParkingFitness centerFree Internet

Gated community with 24 hour surveillance 
Pool, Spa, Community Room, & Half Basketball Court

$500
off your 1st month
present this coupon, 1 per lease.  
offer expires May 1, 2010
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Milk, Cookies and a Bedtime 
Story
DUC Tabling, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Students who donate $5 to Out of 
the Blue can send milk, cookies 
and a bedtime story to other 
students and professors. Profi ts 
will be given to Discovering 
Options’ Elementary PREP 
program that fosters child literacy.

Norooz Celebration
Umrath Lounge, 7-11 p.m.
The Iranian Cultural Society of 
Wash. U. will be celebrating the 
Persian New Year.

Washington University Call to 
Action
Graham Chapel, DUC, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
An event to gather the 
Washington University 
community to inform and educate 
each other about the social justice 
issues facing the world and 
inspire people to take action.

Mo. House passes ‘health-care freedom’ bill
The Missouri House of Representatives on Tuesday easily passed a joint 

resolution by a vote of 109-46 that stated that the government could not force 
a person, employer or health care provider to participate in any health care 
system or purchase health insurance. The resolution is a direct response to the 
proposed health care bill in Washington.

The Missouri Senate could vote on a similar proposal in the next two weeks 
with the hopes that a constitutional amendment can be put on the ballot in the 
fall. In doing so, Missouri joins 38 other states that have passed, introduced, 
or will introduce similar bills. Idaho and Virginia have already enacted similar 
legislation.

Many activist organizations such as the Tea Party, Show Me Patriots and 
I Heard the People Say have come out in support of the resolution. However, 
many people agreed that this resolution would have no effect, with state Sen. 
Joan Bray, D-University City, calling the action “dumb.” (Alan  Liu) 

Progress on U.S.-Russia nuclear deal
According to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, there has been substantial 

progress on a new nuclear disarmament deal with Russia. A new Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (Start) should be fi nalized soon. Russia and the United States 
are attempting to replace the 1991 start that expired in December.

Among other things, Iran is a key issue. The United States and Russia 
disagree on the opening of an Iranian nuclear power station. The United States 
is supposed to have more than 2,000 strategic nuclear weapons, while Russia is 
expected to have nearly 3,000. Both nations have agreed to cut the amount of 
warheads held to between 1,500 and 1,675 for each country. There have existed 
signifi cant disagreements on measures to verify weapons systems, counting the 
systems and launch systems.

Since the Obama administration took offi ce, the United States and Russia 
have worked to reset relations. It looks as though the new Start will be signed in 
April. According to diplomats, relations between the two nations are better than 
when Obama took offi ce, but there has been little material evidence to show the 
success of the reset policy.

At a news conference on Thursday, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
announced that Iran’s fi rst power plant, which is nuclear, will be completed as 
early as this summer. Iran claims that its reasons for pursuing the energy plant 
are peaceful. (David Messenger)

INVESTIGATION—March 16, 
10:03 p.m.
Location: SOCIAL WORK 
COMPLEX  
Summary: Complaint from 
the School of Social Work 
regarding a subject who is 
possibly collecting money for 
the Haiti relief effort under 
false pretenses. Disposition: 
Investigation is ongoing. 

FRAUD—March 16, 2:07 p.m.
Location: DANFORTH 
UNIVERSITY CENTER 
Summary: Complaint 
reports unauthorized use of 
her University credit card.  
Disposition: Pending.

WARRANT ARREST—March 
17, 1:23 p.m.
Location: OLIN LIBRARY 
Summary: Suspicious person 
called resulted in the arrest of the 
subject on outstanding warrants.  
Subject was issued a No Trespass 
notice. Disposition: Cleared.

WARRANT ARREST—March 
18, midnight
Location : GREGG HOUSE
Summary: Report of a suspicious 
person in the area. Subject was a 
Bon Appétit employee on break.  
Subject had an outstanding 
traffi c warrant and was taken into 
custody. Disposition: Cleared by 
arrest.

quoteoftheday
“I hope nobody 

has a tomato 
fi ght.”

Softball vs. Central College
Francis Field, 9 a.m.

Relay For Life
Francis Field, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.
Come help and support cancer 
research!

Baseball vs. Illinois Wesleyan 
University
Athletic Complex, 11 a.m.

Partly cloudy
High 67

Low 46

weatherforecast

Friday 19

--Nadeem Siddiqui, on the imminent return
of tomatoes to campus dining facilities.

Campus

Rain
High 56

Low 36

International

Showers
High 48

Low 35

Sunday 21

“We are getting global press 
and receiving consistently week 
over week requests to do inter-
views and radio shows,” Burgett 
said. “We will have radio, TV 
and print features coming out in 
the next few months, including 
MacWorld and Ink Magazine.”

Burgett has also received 
help from Washington Uni-
versity, which is working with 
Burgett on viral marketing cam-
paigns driven through Web sites 
and advertising.

“We have a collaboration 
with the St. Louis affi liate of 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, 
where we plan to donate $10 
for every Yurbud sold,” Burgett 
said. “Our goal is to donate $1 
million.”

Jackson Nickerson, a pro-
fessor in the business school, 
worked with Burgett to cre-
ate the University’s affi liate 

program with Yurbuds. Through 
the affi liate program, anyone 
who purchases Yurbuds online 
can donate $5 to charity. 

“Anyone can go to the Web 
site and become an affi liate,” 
Nickerson said. “You can reg-
ister in terms of whether you 
want to receive a commission or 
donate the profi ts.”

Nickerson and Delta Sigma 
Pi, the co-ed business frater-
nity, are beginning to market the 
product not only to other univer-
sities but also to students here. 
According to sophomore Dan-
iel Bernard, vice president of 
fi nance for Delta Sigma Pi, the 
fraternity and Nickerson have 
been in contact about the viral 
marketing campaign and efforts 
to sell it at Washington Univer-
sity and other universities.

“It’s something we can iden-
tify with,” Bernard said. “We 

want to interact with new prod-
ucts and new businesses, so this 
is a great opportunity for us to do 
that.”

Members of Delta Sigma Pi 
received Yurbuds to try out and 
sell to students at the University 
to raise interest and awareness of 
the product. Bernard acknowl-
edged the importance of the 
“beta run” of their efforts to sell 
the product at the University.

“If we sell it at Wash. U., we 
can bring it to other chapters of 
Delta Sigma Pi across the coun-
try, where other chapters can 
realize the benefi ts of selling the 
product,” Bernard said.

Nickerson hopes that by 
spreading the word of the avail-
ability of Yurbuds, the campaign 
will eventually be able to sustain 
itself.

“We hope that people will 
choose to be affi liates and choose 

to sign up by themselves,” 
Nickerson said. “By contact-
ing organizations at universities 
through viral marketing, we hope 
it can take off on its own.”

Bernard hopes that by sell-
ing the product at the University, 
members of Delta Sigma Pi can 
help spread word of mouth for 
Yurbuds.

“The primary market for DSP 
students is other students on cam-
pus, but there’s nothing stopping 
them from selling them to family 
or friends,” Bernard said.

Response for the Yurbuds has 
been highly positive. Yurbuds 
are sold around the country and 
at marathons every weekend. 
People tend to crowd around 
the Yurbud booth at marathons. 
In a recent marathon in Dayton, 
Ohio, the crowd looking to pur-
chase Yurbuds was so big that it 
created a fi re hazard.

EARBUD from page 1
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College of Business Administration Summer

Sessions
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Registration begins April 19! 

http://business.umsl.edu/summer • 314.516.5888 

College of Business Administration 

CBA provides smaller classes with 

maximum scheduling flexibility. 

We offer:

•  Two 8-week sessions 

(May 17-July 10/ June 14-August 7)

•  Three 4-week sessions

(May 17-June 12/ June 14-July 10

July 12-August 7)

Classes available in:  Accounting, Finance, Information Systems, International Business, 

Logistics and Operations Management, Management and Marketing. 
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In order to settle the current 
battle regarding the distribu-
tion of scholarship money in 
the Access Missouri program, 
offi cials from 10 universities 
have gathered to try to reach a 
consensus on the issue. 

“The public universities 
decided that the current distri-
bution of scholarship money 
is unfair to their students 
involved in the program,” 
said Rose Windmiller, direc-
tor of state relations and 
local government affairs and 
Washington University’s rep-
resentative in the 10-person 
group.

Currently, the scholarship 
awards a maximum of $1,000 
and a minimum of $300 to 
students enrolled in two-year 
Missouri public schools. It is 
giving a maximum of $2,150 
and a minimum of $1,000 to 
students at four-year Missouri 
public schools and Linn State 
Technical College. Addition-
ally, students enrolling at 
Missouri private schools can 
obtain a maximum of $4,600 
and a minimum of $2,000. 

“There is a formula 
approved by approximately 
20 fi nancial aid offi cials from 
different schools to calculate 
the amount given to students 
at different types of schools,” 
Windmiller said. “All the 
participating schools are subdi-
vided into the three categories, 
and the average cost for each 
type of school is determined 
and applied to the formula. 
The scholarship money comes 
down to covering roughly 20 
to 25 percent of the average 
tuition for each type of school. 
The formula made sure that the 
percentage covered is uniform 
despite the discrepancy in the 
cost of each type of school.”

According to Windmiller, 
there are two bills currently 
being reviewed in the Missouri 
Senate and House of Represen-
tatives that would equalize the 
scholarship money to $2,850 
for all schools participating 
in the program. In addition, 
Gov. Jay Nixon is pushing to 
exclude private school stu-
dents from both the Access 
Missouri and Bright Flight 
programs.

There are currently 159 

The Washington University 
Libraries have begun accept-
ing applications for their 
24th annual Neureuther Stu-
dent Book Collection Essay 
Competition, with a $1,000 
fi rst prize and a $500 second 
prize. 

Any full-time current 
Washington University stu-
dent is eligible to enter the 
competition. The deadline is 
Wednesday, March 31, 2010. 
The event is composed of 
two contests: one for under-
graduate students and one for 
graduate students. 

Entrants must complete an 

entry form, a two- to four-page 
essay about their collection, a 
bibliography listing the books 
in their collection, and a sam-
pling of three to fi ve books 
from their collection, and 
deliver them to the Depart-
ment of Special Collections on 
the main level of Olin Library 
by 5 p.m. on March 31. 

The winners of the com-
petition will be notifi ed at the 
end of April and invited to 
attend a lunch with the judges 
and Shirley Baker, dean of 
University Libraries. Portions 
of the winning collections will 
be displayed in Olin Library 
for a brief period and the win-
ning essays will be posted on 
the Library’s Web site.

The panel of judges varies 

each year and consists of vol-
unteers drawn from faculty 
members of the University, 
graduate level winners from 
the previous years or other 
fi gures from the St. Louis 
community. 

According to library staff, 
the essays will be judged 
based on the theme and scope 
of the collection, approach to 
collecting, personal value to 
the collector and quality of 
the writing; rarity, monetary 
value and size of the collec-
tion will not be taken into 
consideration. 

“We want to see book 
collections that are original 
and intelligent,” said Aaron 
Welborn, managing editor 
of Washington University 

Libraries. “We are concerned 
about how valuable and mean-
ingful is the collection to the 
person. The essay should 
show that the person has real 
knowledge of the subjects and 
appreciates the items of the 
collection.” 

The subject and theme the 
book collectors have to choose 
from is not restricted. Former 
winners have shown off col-
lections on military history, 
science fi ction, 19th-century 
French opera, and Catalan 
drama. 

Welborn noted that a signif-
icant difference exists between 
those who collect books and 
those who read casually. 

 “Book collecting is choos-
ing a topic or a theme and 

thoughtfully gathering books 
on that subject,” he said. “It 
is quite different from hav-
ing an overfl owing bookshelf. 
We are looking for people who 
can demonstrate thoughtful 
messages from the books they 
have collected over time with 
a purpose.”

Welborn also mentioned 
that a book collection on a 
very specifi c topic, refl ecting 
academic or personal inter-
est, is usually more appealing 
and has a greater chance of 
winning. 

For example, last year’s 
winner Christina Pulles wrote 
on her collection of “Harry 
Potter” books in many differ-
ent languages. The essay on the 
collection not only expressed 

her delight in reading the liter-
ature, but also a strong interest 
in learning foreign languages. 

Among other reasons, 
Welborn noted that the com-
petition is designed to send a 
message about the continued 
importance of books and read-
ing in everyone’s lives. 

“The reason we sponsor the 
contest every year is that books 
still matter,” he said. “When 
all of us are very excited 
about the future of reading, 
being able to read everything 
on an iPhone, there is still 
something wonderful about 
reading and collecting books. 
The purpose of the contest is 
to encourage students to stay 
interested in reading and col-
lecting books.”

Schools aim for consensus on future of student aid programs
Sally Wang
Staff Reporter

Youyou Wu
Contributing Reporter

WU Libraries sponsor annual book-collecting contest

Students from the University of Missouri-St. Louis stand near as Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon announces a new agreement with 
Missouri’s public, four-year colleges and universities to freeze tuition for in-state, undergraduate students for the 2010-2011 
school year. Gov. Jay Nixon is pushing to exclude private school students from both the Access Missouri and Bright Flight 
scholarship programs.

COURTESY OF GOV. JAY NIXON’S OFFICE 

See NIXON, page 7
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Student Life welcomes letters to the editor and op-ed submissions 
from readers.

Letters to the Editor
One Brookings Drive #1039
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News: 314-935-5995

Fax: 314-935-5938
E-mail: letters@studlife.com

All submissions must include the writer’s name, class, address and 
phone number for verifi cation. Student Life reserves the right to edit 
all letters for style, length, libel considerations and grammar. Letters 
should be no longer than 350 words in length. Readers may also sub-
mit longer articles of up to 750 words as guest columns. Student Life 
reserves the right to print any submission as a letter or guest column.
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As such, removing an article from our site would serve no 

purpose.
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T
here’s some-
thing rotten in 
Denmark—er, 
Jerusalem. In the 

past year, the holy relation-
ship between Israel and the 
United States has entered a 
period of alarming turbu-
lence. The newest wrinkle in 
this complicated alliance—
historically one of the U.S.’s 
most steadfast—is Israel’s 
announcement last week that 
it plans to build 1,600 new 

homes in East Jerusalem, an 
area of contention claimed 
by both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. This announce-
ment came hours after Vice 
President Joe Biden pledged 
his support for Israel on a 
visit to the country. Biden 
reacted with a biting criti-
cism of the expansion, an 
uncharacteristic move in the 
delicate, highly politicized 
world of U.S. diplomacy. 
This recent scuffle is 
emblematic of the new ten-
sion between Israel and the 
United States, a tension 
that derives primarily from 

issue of Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank. In spring 
2009, the Obama adminis-
tration pressured Israel to 
halt all settlement build-
ing as means to bring the 
Palestinians to the negotia-
tion table. Israel reluctantly 
instituted a 10-month freeze 
on settlement construction 
in November, but exempted 
East Jerusalem from this 
cessation. The new construc-
tion in Jerusalem potentially 
signifies Israel’s formal 
repudiation of the U.S. 
agenda.

Israel’s statement was 

indeed an oddball political 
move. Its timing was even 
stranger given the announce-
ment, only the day before, 
that Israel and Palestine 
had agreed to four months 
of indirect peace talks, the 
first such negotiations in a 
year. Palestinians capital-
ized on the awkward timing 
of the construction, issuing 
statements accusing Israel of 
sabotaging the talks.

Some observers have 
trumpeted this fiasco as 
a low point in Israeli-

Alex Greenberg
Staff Columnist

See GREENBERG, page 5

T
here comes a time in 
everyone’s life when 
they must ask deep, 
introspective ques-

tions. For some this results in 
a midlife crisis; for others, a 
simple reevaluation of prin-
ciples. For me, I found myself 
asking a simple question: huh? 

This inquisitorial guttural 
utterance came in the wake of 
a piece in the New York Times 
technology section, detailing 
the creation of a chat roulette 
program for college students 
called Random Dorm. Person-
ally, I fi nd chat roulette weird, 
boring and off-putting. Talk-
ing to some random people 
through a computer screen 
is time I would rather spend 
watching other people talk to 
each other on a screen, you 
know, like a TV show. From 
my thorough analysis of chat 
roulette, I can confi dently ask 
why—of all the things one 
could do with money, intel-
ligence and labor—would 
someone create a version of 
chat roulette for college stu-
dents only? It’s not like the 
overwhelming percentage of 
chat roulette users are success-
ful job holding middle-aged 
men and women. According 
to that same article, the most 
“avid users” of chat roulette 
were male college students. 

Random Dorm requires 
you to use a college e-mail 
address to access the Web 
site. The result: You’ll now 
know the college at which that 
random erect penis resides. 
I don’t know about you, but 
I’ve always wanted to know 
where the people masturbat-
ing for public consumption 
lived. Call me anti-social, call 
me old-fashioned, but I fi nd 
talking to random weirdos in 
real life awkward and painful 

enough. While the screen of 
my laptop is an incredibly 
inviting and comforting sight, 
I doubt it will ever inspire 
me to converse ad nauseum 
with the rest of the male col-
lege students across America. 
In addition, there are only so 
many times I can hear “Show 
us your tits,” without starting 
to believe I may actually have 
some. 

Chat roulette is obvi-
ously a mindless diversion 
that shouldn’t be taken too 
seriously, and, comically, it 
resembles Russian roulette 
in the sense that you never 
know which click is going 
to bring up a smoking gun, 
if you know what I mean. 
What is slightly irritating is 
the incessant search for new 
social networking possibili-
ties. Facebook and Twitter 
alone clog the techno-sphere. 
Do we really need a social net-
working random college-only 
video chat client as well? Josh 
Weinstein, who created Ran-
dom Dorm, hopes to “ensure 
a degree of community and 
security,” according to the 
New York Times article. Isn’t 
the thrill of chat roulette the 
insecurity and lack of commu-
nity? Is there anything secure 
and communal about random 
video chat? 

Why take the randomness 
out of it? If you want commu-
nity and security, video chat 
with someone you know. The 
hilarity of chat roulette and its 
potential to amuse is rooted 
in the absurdity of what you 
fi nd there. Why try to turn this 
into something legitimate? Let 
some things stay as they are. I 
barely have the time to talk to 
the friends I already have, let 
alone the time to video chat 
with random college students. 

Some perspective 
on American-Israeli 

diplomacy

Charlie Low
Forum Editor

Matisyahu has 
opinions too

Charlie is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. He can be reached via 
e-mail at chlow@wustl.edu.

WAYNE STAYSKAL | MCT  EDITORIAL CARTOON

W
e were grati-
fied to see 
Graham Cha-
pel’s seats 

filled this past Thursday 
for Matisyahu’s phenome-
nal performance. Given the 
amount of work we all have 
around this time, it’s great 
to see our fellow students 
prioritizing extra-curric-
ulars beyond drinking. As 
the semester enters its most 
stressful period, so many 
exciting events are coming 
to campus. Some of them, 
such as Saturday’s Relay 
For Life, W.I.L.D. and Mr. 
Wash. U., have been campus 
traditions for years and are 
still likely to draw crowds 
regardless of exam sched-
ules and homework. But 
there are some other events 
we think you might want to 
take advantage of. To make 
things easier, we’ve decided 
to showcase a few below.

Visiting Writers
Rarely can we prom-

ise a truly exciting talk 
from a visiting writer. 

Rarer still can we prom-
ise two. On March 23 and 
24, poet Frank Bidart will 
discuss the craft of poetry 
and give a reading.  For 
those less familiar with the 
writing world, Bidart has 
a reputation for provoca-
tion; his poems, like his 
readings, are often graphic, 
and his readings often have 
the atmosphere of a rock 
concert. March 31 brings 
bad-boy playwright, poet 
and memoirist Nick Flynn, 
perhaps best known for his 
book “Another Bullshit 
Night in Suck City.”

Holi Festival Celebration 
and Waterballoon Fight

April 16 offers the per-
fect chance to blend the 
good karma of multicul-
tural education with the 
stress-release of simulated 
warfare. Join several hun-
dred other students at the 
swamp to learn about Holi, 
the Southeast Asian Fes-
tival of Color, and throw 
water-filled balloons and 
participate in a mud fight.

Gloria Steinem
Titan of feminist thought 

Gloria Steinem comes to 
campus April 12. Steinem 
has been at the vanguard 
of the Women’s Liberation 
Movement since the late 
1960s. It is no overstate-
ment to say that her writings 
and advocacy defined the 
movement for much of that 
time. While her talk on 
the subject of global sex 
trafficking should prove 
interesting enough on its 
own, anyone interested in 
Women and Gender Studies, 
or why we can even major 
in Women and Gender Stud-
ies, should attend. 

Strauss the Younger’s Die 
Fledermaus 

Tickets are still avail-
able for Friday and Saturday 
nights’ performances of 
Strauss II’s “The Bat.” Yes, 
it’s opera, but it’s one of the 
most commonly performed 
in North America. If you’re 
not much of a classical 
music nerd, Strauss II is a 
great composer to start with. 

Factory Film Festival
In cooperation with the 

Tivoli Theater on the Loop, 
the Mildred Lane Kemper 
Art Museum will be screen-
ing three films from March 
23-25 at 7 p.m.: Charlie 
Chaplin’s “Modern Times,” 
Martin Ritt’s uplifting “Nor-
man Rae” and Chinese 
filmmaker Jia Zhangke’s 
celebrated “24 City.” Each 
film is a meditation on the 
relationship between human 
beings and hard factory 
labor. It might help put your 
English paper in perspec-
tive. Admission is free.

We know that with all 
the big ticket events on 
your schedule you won’t be 
able to hit all of these more 
niche offerings. But try to 
hit a few. After all, there is 
more to your college edu-
cation than your GPA. As 
always, if you have an event 
you deem worthy of our pre-
cious late-semester hours, 
e-mail us at e-board@
studlife.com. 

Take a break from studying
for some worthwhile events

STAFF EDITORIAL

During an appearance yesterday at Graham Chapel, Hasidic 
Jew and reggae musician Matisyahu played a series of songs 
unplugged and held an informative question-and-answer session 
with students. Much of his talk was uplifting, including some 
interesting wisdom on avoiding broken legs and reconciling reli-
gion with musical passion. We reproduce a few of his talk’s most 
memorable quotes here.

On higher education and trying new things:

“[College] is a good time to start taking acid.”

On how to keep the Sabbath despite the weekend 
commitments of band practice:

“Start your own marching band!”

On part of his relationship with the divine:

“God is obviously invisible…It’s like trying to 

have a relationship with an invisible friend, 

only I’m not fi ve.”

On listing off the same artists each time he is asked to recount 
his musical infl uences:

“If I had to listen to myself I would hate 

myself.”

I just saw 
what?
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I 
was in the library 
this past Saturday. 
I was curled semi-
comfortably in a 

grandma-colored chair in 
the southeast corner for two 
hours reading a book I ought 
to have finished earlier in 
the week. It was very quiet. 
Too quiet.

With 110 pages down, 
I gave myself the nor-
mal reward of checking 
Facebook at the first floor 
computers. I walked past the 
library check out desk. It 
was empty. Too empty.

I investigated. A mys-
tery like this? How could I 
not. I marched right up to 
the desk to find the spring 
break hours posted modestly 
in some self-standing plastic 
frame. Monday-Friday, 10 
a.m. to blah blah…SATUR-
DAY: CLOSED. I gasped. I 
didn’t really. I had thought 
it strange that the little ID 
swiper outside of Olin had 
been a solid red as I entered, 
but the heavy door had 
seemed congenially propped 
open, so I went about my 
studies unaware. 

Now it all came together. 
The red. The quiet. The 
empty. I was in the library. 
After hours.

So I decided to take 
serious advantage of this 
worldly opportunity. I 
checked Facebook—AND 
my e-mail—then read for 
another 20 pages, used 
some of the complementary 
hands-free disinfectant and 
went on my way back to the 
40. Frankly, there wasn’t 
much else to do.

So maybe the library 
isn’t the best place to find 
yourself in after hours, 
authority-free, but other 
places would be. 

I’m checking the 
propped-door status on these 
suckers next spring break; 
see you there...

5. The Science Museum:
In my hometown of 

Boston, the Girl Scouts got 
to explore this one Satur-
day during their elementary 
school experience. I’d give 
a thousand Thin Mints to 
run those deliciously scien-
tific halls.

4. Jordan’s Furniture: 
Funny how this fantasy 

changes from the little kid 
dream of running atop all 
the plush duvets, jump-
ing on the lacy pillows 
and furrowing in the flan-
nel sheets, to a different 
kind of co-ed experience 
after hours in a queen. But, 
yeah, Cabinet Hide-and-

Seek is a game for all ages.

3. FroYo: 
Who’s gonna stop 

me from sampling now, 
salesman!

2. Chuck E. Cheese:
I want desperately to go 

at any time, but I’m afraid 
I’m going to fling myself 
atop a hidden 6-year-old in 
the Ball Pit. Or vice versa.

1. Hilltop:
I see it closed enough.

Selena Lane
Staff Columnist

Selena is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. She can be reached via 
e-mail at sslane@wustl.edu.

I had a wild spring break

MIKE HIRSHON | STUDENT LIFE

A
s Chancellor 
Wrighton has 
taken a promi-
nent role in the 

imminent St. Louis County 
elections, most Washing-
ton University students have 
heard about the issues on the 
upcoming ballot. There have 
even been cardboard cutouts 
of buses and a staff member 
in a prom dress encouraging 

students to vote for Propo-
sition A. Regardless of how 
you vote, I encourage you 
to participate in the voting 
process. If you are eligi-
ble to vote, then understand 
that your right is more than 
a civil duty. Ultimately vot-
ing is a privilege, a fact that 
many citizens forget.

I became a citizen of the 
United States in June, less 
than a year ago, and grow-
ing up I was always unsure 
of whether I would ever be 
able to vote. I could not vote 
in U.S. elections because I 
was not a citizen, nor was I 

certain that I would become 
one. Furthermore, it had 
been years since I lived in 
India, my first country of 
citizenship, and because I 
did not plan to move back I 
would likely not be able to 
vote there either. 

This past summer my 
family finally relented and 
acquired dual citizenship 
because it would make my 
college experience easier. 
As we sat in an official U.S. 
government courtroom in 
the sweltering June heat, 
we listened to President 
Obama welcome us to this 
new nation from a television 
screen. His speech was fol-
lowed by a patriotic country 
song accompanying a myr-
iad of images of diverse and 
beaming working Americans 
from all across the country, 
which gave me a new tingle 
of national pride despite its 
cheesiness. I was excited 
to be a citizen. I had lived 
in the U.S. for the major-
ity of my life and was now 
officially acknowledged as 
a part of the nation. As a 
bonus, completing standard-
ized questionnaires would be 
so much easier now as well.

The year has flown by 
rapidly, and while I was 
more excited than usual for 
the Fourth of July, I oth-
erwise did not give much 
thought to my new citizen-
ship. The full implications 
of being a citizen finally 
reached me this week as I 
was working on some home-
work in my floor common 
room. A dorm-storming 

group came by to regis-
ter voters and it took me an 
embarrassingly long moment 
to comprehend that, “Yes, 
I can vote now too!” Fill-
ing out a governmental voter 
registration form was some-
thing completely new to me, 
and something I had begun 
to doubt I would ever expe-
rience. All my life the right 
to vote had seemed so far 
out of my reach that I had 
all together ceased believ-
ing I would ever have a 
voice in any national elec-
tion process. It therefore 
felt wonderful to register as 

a voter in St. Louis County 
this week, and I hope to 
never forget the excitement 
I felt earlier this week, and 
still do, about my right to 
vote. 

I know my enthusiasm 
for the electoral process will 

likely diminish with time, 
but my adolescent expe-
rience of being unsure as 
to whether I would ever 
have an electoral voice will 
always stay with me. I will 
always make a concentrated 
effort to make my voice 
heard because voting is a 
privilege that took my fam-
ily and me many years to 
achieve. The same holds true 
for you. A reason the Ameri-
can Revolution occurred was 
that colonists wanted the 
right to vote on their taxes. 
Citizens now easily have this 
right, yet only 51 percent 
of those between the ages 
of 18 and 29 voted in the 
last presidential election. It 
took even longer for minor-
ity groups and women to 
gain suffrage, and yet barely 
half the population makes 
use of a right our predeces-
sors struggled so long for. 
As a new citizen, I under-
stand that a large percentage 
of the student body cannot 
vote in federal elections, but 
all students can participate in 
school elections, particularly 
since the process is very 
quick and simple. I highly 
encourage you to remember 
that having the right to vote 
is a privilege that many peo-
ple have worked very long 
and hard to achieve, and it is 
a shame to not make use of 
our opportunity. 

Voting:
my privilege

American relations. Yet in 
truth, its messy aftermath 
was magnified by Biden’s 
statement; had it not coin-
cided with his visit, it 
wouldn’t have proven nearly 
as explosive. The U.S. 
should not allow this event 
to be a lasting sticking point 
with Israel. Here’s why:

A significant difference 
exists between the settle-
ments in the West Bank and 
the new homes Israel intends 
to build in Jerusalem. The 
controversial settlements—
the root of the growing 
U.S.-Israel rift—are Israeli 
outposts embedded in Pales-
tinian territory. They are run 
and vehemently defended by 
rightist Israeli zealots, and 
represent a fervent oppo-
sition to the more liberal 
land-for-peace doctrine. 

The proposed housing 
in East Jerusalem does not 
fall under this category. The 
population of East Jerusa-
lem is split fairly evenly 
between Israelis and Pales-
tinians, and the construction 
is only to occur in an Israeli 
suburb. It has been Israeli 
policy to build in this area 
since 1967, a policy that has 
never undermined any major 
negotiation effort, from 
Israel’s peace agreements 
with Egypt in the 1970s 
to the Oslo talks in 1993. 
Construction in East Jerusa-
lem is vastly different from 
West Bank settlement—
a difference the U.S. must 
recognize.

True, Palestinians do 
exhort Israel to change 
its Jerusalem policy. But 
observers must consider the 
track record of Israeli land 
policy that accommodates 
Palestinian interest. Israel’s 
unilateral withdrawals of 
troops from Gaza and Leba-
non have not resulted in any 
lasting peace, only increased 
rocket attacks on Israel. 
Given these results, paring 

down the Israeli presence in 
East Jerusalem is not pru-
dent. East Jerusalem—home 
of the Temple Mount, West-
ern Wall, Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, all of invaluable 
meaning to both Jews and 
Muslims—is too impor-
tant for Israel to risk on the 

off-chance of Palestinian 
reciprocity. 

The U.S. has a valid 
argument against Israel’s 
settlement forays into the 
West. But to oppose the 
Jerusalem construction is 
unfounded micromanage-
ment. Since reclaiming 
Jerusalem in the Six Day 
War of 1967, Israel has 
every right to build as it 
pleases in the city, especially 
in a Jewish suburb. 

The resultant rift over 
this issue further erodes the 
U.S.’s emotional and rhetor-
ical support for Israel. Israel 
relies on this support for 
its own confidence, a con-
fidence that is essential in 
future negotiations with the 
Palestinians.

Sneha Thakur
Staff Columnist

Alex is a junior in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached via 
e-mail at abgreenberg@gmail.
com.
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Sneha is a freshman in Arts & 
Sciences. She can be reached 
via e-mail at sthakur@wustl.
edu.
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““Ultimately voting 
is a privilege, a fact 
that many citizens 

forget. ““All my life the right 
to vote had seemed 

so far out of my 
reach that I had all 
together ceased be-

lieving I would ever 
have a voice in any 
national election 

process.

““The U.S. has a 
valid argument 
against Israel’s 

settlement forays 
into the West. But 
to oppose the Je-

rusalem construc-
tion is unfounded 

micromanagement.
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M O V E  A H E A D  O F  T H E  P A C K .

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

Whether you’re finishing your first term or looking  
forward to graduation, summer sessions at the  
University of Pittsburgh provide an exciting  
opportunity to catch up on needed credits, stay on  
track, or get ahead of schedule.  

With more than 500 courses offered throughout  
the 4-week, 6-week, 12-week, and 14-week sessions,  
you choose the classes you want at the times that  
fit around your busy schedule. Best of all, summer  
sessions credits are transferable to most colleges  
and universities around the country!

ON-CAMPUS HOUSING AVAILABLE!   

FIND OUT MORE AT 
WWW.SUMMER.PITT.EDU.. 

 
School of Arts and Sciences
College of General Studies

SUMMER SESSIONS
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

This summer, experience one of the world’s top-ranked universities—in 

one of the nation’s great college towns. Boston University Summer Term 

has 700 courses to choose from, in over 70 subjects. Study with award-

winning faculty. Fulfi ll your academic goals. And fall in  with Boston.

Learn. Explore. Discover.

Summer 1: May 18-June 25

Summer 2: June 28-August 6

An equal opportunity, affi rmative action institution. 

Learn more at bu.edu/summer.
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You’re fi red! Again?
The third season of ‘Celebrity Apprentice’

The third season of 
“Celebrity Apprentice” pre-
miered last Sunday on NBC, 
and for some reason, I had 

high hopes for this season. 
Not that I’m expecting quality 
TV or anything, but typically, 
when you throw B- through 
D-list celebrities together 
and make them perform silly 
tasks, it’s usually interesting. 
Maybe Spencer and Heidi 

Pratt throwing hissy fi ts in 
the tropical jungle last sum-
mer on “I’m a Celebrity, Get 
Me Out of Here!” got me 
too excited about the genre, 
but unfortunately, “Celebrity 
Apprentice” did not hold up.

Starring people like Sha-
ron Osbourne, Cyndi Lauper, 
Bret Michaels of “Poison,” 
and Rod Blagojevich, I 
should be amazed by this 
show. Their big personali-
ties should have clashed 
to create drama galore, but 
unfortunately, everyone tried 
to work together this epi-
sode. Not cool, guys! I want 
excitement.

“Celebrity Apprentice” 
has the same basic rules as 
the regular “Apprentice” 
from seasons past: Two teams 
compete to run different busi-
nesses effectively. This week, 
the men and the women 
had to run a diner for a day. 
To me, “Celebrity Appren-
tice” has lost the appeal of 

the original show. Bringing 
together 16 aspiring business 
leaders and making them run 
anything from a lemonade 
stand to a 10,000 person char-
ity concert was interesting; I 
like watching people pursue 
their dreams. Here, while I 
admire that all the contes-
tants play for charity, why do 
I want to watch washed-up 
models, actors, Olympians, 
musicians and even governors 
perform these tasks? They 
don’t bring business exper-
tise, just their rich friends.

The most interesting 
moment for me occurred in 
the women’s diner, when 
Cyndi Lauper heard an accor-
dion playing “True Colors” 
and led her team in a sing-
along of her anthem. The 
guys’ team sparked a little 
controversy when they priced 
everything on their menu at 
$100 dollars. People walk-
ing in off the streets would 
walk out after seeing the 

outrageous prices. Sure, it’s 
for charity, but no business 
should turn people away!

I was a little appalled 
upon hearing that Rod 
Blagojevich got cast for this 
show, especially when he 
was featured in a commer-
cial saying “You’re Fired? 
I’ve already heard that one 
before.” Should he really 
exploit his criminal status to 
get on TV? And to make it all 
worse, he was not even inter-
esting. It’s a travesty, really. 

Even when the women 
were rewarded an extra 
$10,000 by winning Joan 
Rivers’ approval, the men 
still won the task. This must 
have particularly ticked Cur-
tis Stone, Australian celebrity 
chef. Bret Michaels led his 
team to victory and won an 
extra $10,000 for a char-
ity that supports juvenile 
diabetes. Toward the end of 
the episode, Donald Trump 
sat down to scold the losing 

women. After he and Lau-
per got into a ridiculous fi ght 
about Rosie O’Donnell’s 
attendance at Trump’s 
wedding, he got down to 
business. He tried to fi gure 
out who was the least effec-
tive team member. After few 
of the women cast blame, 
Trump eventually fi red Carol 
Liefer, a comedian who was 
the real-life basis for Elaine 
in “Seinfeld.” Her teammates 
threw her under the bus, and 
that was that. 

All in all, it was a really 
boring episode, a problem 
that could probably be solved 
if NBC decided to condense 
the show to one hour instead 
of two. I just wish NBC was 
capable of making a schedul-
ing decision that makes sense. 
But alas, this appears to be a 
problem, and so the third sea-
son of “Celebrity Apprentice” 
will go on in its extended and 
boring form. 

I remember when Ste-
ven Karp was a freshman at 
UNEC and he lost his virgin-
ity to his fl oormate Lizzie on 
“Undeclared.” This makes 
me remember when Lindsay 
Weir decided to hang with the 
freaks at William McKinley 
High School in “Freaks and 
Geeks.” And this makes me 
teary eyed with nostalgia and 
furious at the narrow-minded 
television executives who 
would rather produce “Ameri-
can Idol XXXVII” than two of 
the most rewarding series to 
ever grace the barren waste-
land of network TV. But I 
digress. I should focus on the 
present. And the present isn’t 
too bad now that I have just 
fi nished watching an enjoyable 
and reasonably funny movie 
that makes me believe my next 
girlfriend could be as hot as 
Alice Eve. 

This conventional, but very 
pleasurable, teen comedy is 
“She’s Out of My League.” 
The premise is simple. Kirk 
(Jay Baruchel) is a goofy, 
directionless security guard 
with the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration who is a 
complete pushover when it 
comes to women. He is such a 
wimp that he does not stop his 
ex-girlfriend Marnie (Lindsay 
Sloane) from coming over to 
his house to hang out with his 
family. 

Unfortunately, Kirk’s fam-
ily does not help with his 
self-esteem issues or lack of 
confi dence. They consistently 
deride Kirk and offer him 
about as much moral support 
as Cardinal fans give to Chi-
cago Cubs supporters.

A chance encounter at the 
airport results in Kirk meet-
ing and going out on a date 
with Molly (Alice Eve). Molly 
is a gorgeous and success-
ful event planner that looks 

like she should be dating Brad 
Pitt. But the two hit it off and 
they soon become an item. 
Their budding romance has 
left almost all of the people 
in Kirk’s life, including his 
goofball friends Stainer, Jack 
and Devon (played by the 
funny trio of TJ Miller, Nate 
Torrence and Mike Vogel) fl ab-
bergasted at the attractiveness 
of his new girlfriend. The rest 
of the movie follows a predict-
able storyline that tracks the 
high and low points of the new 
romance between Kirk and 
Molly. 

Even though the movie 
has a predictable plot, there 
are some very funny moments 
throughout. The best parts usu-
ally involve Kirk’s friends at 
the airport. Devon is particu-
larly memorable as a hopeless 
romantic who knows more 
about Disney movies than 
most 10-year-old girls. The 
group’s banter and antics, 
whether they are at a bowling 

alley or preparing Kirk to have 
sex with Molly, almost always 
bought a smile to my face 
produced laughter from the 
audience. One of the highlights 
of the movie is seeing Stain-
er’s Hall and Oates “tribute 
band” perform an emotionally 

charged set at a birthday party 
for Molly’s sister.                            

Not every movie needs 
to set trends or be the best 
movie of the year. Movies are 
about escaping reality for a 
few hours, even if you know 
what will happen in the end. In 

movies, as in life, the journey 
can be more important than the 
destination. This is unquestion-
ably the case with “She’s Out 
of My League,” a movie that 
works within standard conven-
tions to produce a memorable 
and funny feel-good comedy. 

Andrew Senter
Cadenza Reporter

★★★✩✩‘She’s Out of My League’
directed by

Jim Field Smith

and starring

Jay Baruchel,  Alice Eve,  

TJ Miller

(Left to right) Molly (Alice Eve) runs into her handsome ex, Cam (Geoff Stults) to the dismay of Kirk 
(Jay Baruchel), an average Joe who just can’t believe that she has fallen for him in the DreamWorks 
Pictures comedy “She’s Out of My League,” a Paramount Pictures release. 

DARREN MICHAELS | DREAMWORKS

Andie Hutner
Cadenza TV Editor
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THE CELEBRITY APPRENTICE -- Pictured: (left to right) Carol 
Leifer, Sinbad, Maria Kanellis, Sharon Osborne, Rod Blagojevich, 
Michael Johnson, Donald Trump, Curtis Stone, Cyndi Lauper, 
Goldberg, Daryl Strawberry, Brett Michaels, Selita Ebanks, 
Summer Sanders, Holly Robinson Peete—NBC. 

MITCH HAASETH | NBC UNIVERSAL
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the offi ce of the president.
Just a few hours before the 

election began, Alex Kiles, who 
is studying abroad in Madrid, 
Spain, managed to rally his 
friends on campus to campaign 
for his victory at president.

Tyler Bertroche also ran for 
President as a write-in candi-
date. Ultimately, Kiles managed 
to garner 73.8 percent of the 
vote (or 355 votes), beating 
Bertroche’s 24.1 percent (116 
votes).

Members of the CROSS-
ROADS slate said they are 
really looking forward to 

working with Kiles, but they 
stayed neutral during the elec-
tion as they believed both 
candidates were qualifi ed for 
the position. Prior to Bertro-
che’s announcement that he was 
running for President, CROSS-
ROADS had already collected 
signatures for Kiles.

Kiles, who has served on 
class councils since his fresh-
man year, said he was going 
to run on a different slate that 
ended up falling through.

“We missed the deadline, 
and then I decided to run,” he 
said. “I was able to get friends 

back at school to work with 
me, and that was really great. 
We met for the fi rst time last 
week, and we’ve got some great 
events planned for senior week 
already.” Kiles has been com-
municating with the rest of the 
council through Skype. 

The remaining members of 
the CROSSROADS slate are 
excited to work with Kiles.

“I personally am excited to 
work with Alex because I have 
seen his ability to both get peo-
ple motivated and get projects 
done during our leading Wash. 
U. Pre-Orientation freshman 

year, as well as LeaderShape,” 
De Villiers said. “I am confi -
dent that Alex’s leadership will 
be integral to our success next 
year.”

Kiles is looking forward to 
next year.

“I want this year to but 
incredible, but incredible is 
an understatement. I want it 
to be mind-blowing,” he said. 
“I want it to be like when you 
look back at your senior year, 
you remember it.  I want it to 
be the highlight of everyone’s 
life.”

would be published on the U/
FUSED site as well, and pro-
vide people with the hard-to-fi nd 
information about students’ fam-
ily income.

As a part of the campaign to 
raise awareness, WU/FUSED 
also distributed surveys on 
freshman fl oors so that each stu-
dent could see how the people 
they lived with tended to skew 
towards the wealthy. This really 
brings the message home, Cutz 
said.

U/FUSED has already been 
approved by Duke Universi-
ty’s student government and is 

expected to be approved by Saint 
Louis University within next 
week. These three schools will 
be the founders of the coalition.

The resolution that passed 
on Wednesday will help to vali-
date U/FUSED’s needs, Sackett 
said.

“We’re at this point where U/
FUSED is ready to get founded 
but that can’t happen unless stu-
dent government expresses its 
support,” Sackett said.

WU/FUSED is expected 
to dissolve into the Diversity 
Affairs Council, which will be a 
part of U/FUSED.

KILES from page 1 U/FUSED from page 1

students from Washington 
University in the program. In 
addition, 403 students are part 
of the Bright Flight program, 
a merit-based award given to 
Missouri high school grad-
uates attending a Missouri 
university.

“I am part of the Bright 
Flight program and I do not 
agree with Governor Nixon’s 
proposal,” sophomore Helen 
Clawitter said. “I understand 
where he is coming from with 
the current economic crisis 
and tight budget, but I feel 
that it is unfair for the gover-
nor to direct students to go to a 
certain type of school, and it is 
unfair for students who prefer 
to go to private schools versus 
public ones.”

Wash. U. is opposed to the 
governor’s plans.

“Washington University’s 
position on Governor Nixon’s 
proposal is the same with all 
the other participating private 
schools in Missouri in that we 
oppose this proposal and hope 
that the scholarship money dis-
tribution will stay the same at 
their current numbers,” Wind-
miller said. 

In a statement regarding 
Nixon’s proposal, the Univer-
sity said: “State student aid 

programs, whether need- or 
merit-based, are designed to 
encourage Missouri students to 
attend a Missouri institution. 
Over 15,000 Missouri stu-
dents who are eligible for the 
Bright Flight or Access Pro-
gram have chosen to attend an 
independent institution.  Gov-
ernor Nixon’s proposal would 
force these students to attend 
a public institution—if a seat 
is available, or leave the state 
of Missouri for an education, 
or perhaps forgo the dream 
of going to college alto-
gether. Many of Missouri’s 
public institutions are already 
at capacity, and it is doubtful 
that the state’s public colleges 
and universities could absorb 
all 15,000 students currently 
attending a Missouri indepen-
dent college.”

Access Missouri is a need-
based scholarship awarded to 
Missouri residents who are pur-
suing an undergraduate degree 
at a participating Missouri 
school. In particular, recipients 
cannot pursue a degree or cer-
tifi cate in theology or divinity. 
The scholarship requires recip-
ients to maintain at least a 2.5 
grade-point average to renew 
the reward each subsequent 
year until graduation.

NIXON from page 3

and even though they come 
from his religion, they can be 
applied to everybody.”

Ojo’s comment points to 
a universal quality that many 
have come to attach to Mati-
syahu’s music.

“Some of the music is 
clearly based on biblical or 
Hasidic liturgy or values, but 
he has the unique ability to 
translate that into substantive 
messages that resonate with a 
large population of areligious 

people,” said Hershey Novack, 
rabbi for Chabad on Campus. 
“Even as a cultural interpreter, 
he is unique and successful.”

Assaf Shelleg, a visiting 
Israeli scholar in the Jew-
ish, Islamic and Near Eastern 

Studies program, also fi nds 
Matisyahu’s image unique. 
Shelleg provided the pro-
gram’s introduction.

“Seeing him creates some 
sort of cognitive dissonance, 
because you don’t expect such 
an image performing this type 
of music,” he said.

According to Shelleg, 
Matisyahu is well received 
among religious communities 
in Israel—especially younger 
generations.

“It gives them the legiti-
macy of listening to something 
very modern and is not limited 
by something that they know 
is Jewish from the music their 
parents heard,” he said. “It 
breaches something in Juda-
ism and kosherizes the fact 
that we can listen to Jamaican 
music or hip-hop music with 
kosher texts.”

Though Matisyahu is an 
artist with widespread inter-
national appeal, students in 
the audience still found him 
personable and took the oppor-
tunity to ask him questions 
during the question-and-
answer part of the program.

When asked if he has ever 
struggled with his beliefs, 
Matisyahu replied, “I struggle 
with believing in God, because 
God, honestly, is invisible. It’s 
kind of like having a relation-
ship with an invisible friend.”

One student also asked 
about his past experiences 
with using acid, amid much 
laughter from the rest of the 
audience. Matisyahu seemed 
to share their humor and told 
stories of his high school days 
and experimentation with psy-
chedelic drugs.

“The fi rst time I did mush-
rooms with my friends was 
16,” he said. “I remember 
one experience when we were 
lying on this fi eld and looking 
up at the sky, and I remem-
ber all of a sudden everything 
feeling really clear, lucid. I 
think it depends on the per-
son. For me, it changed a lot 
of things.”

But he also pointed out the 
less-pleasant experiences that 
can come with drug experi-
mentation, to which the student 
responded with a “yeah.”

“You know, obviously,” 

Matisyahu joked.
The atmosphere ranged 

from the more serious to the 
jovial, which surprised some 
students like Ojo.

“I did not expect him to 
have such a great sense of 
humor and great stories,” she 
said. “During his question 
and answer session, he was 
very open and honest, which I 
really respected and loved.”

Sophomore Josh Yudkin 
echoed Ojo’s impression of 
Matisyahu’s honesty.

“I thought it was really 
good,” he said. “I found it to 
be a very candid but…provok-
ing performance and talk,” he 
said.

For Novack, Matisyahu is 
an example of an individual 
who is able to bridge religious 
and cultural barriers and bring 
people together.

“Some of his songs reso-
nate deeply with me,” Novack 
said. “I think his music is 
incredibly potent and has a 
very positive effect on many, 
many people. That is some-
thing that can never be taken 
away from him.” 

made a difference not only 
at the University, but also 
nationwide.

“It’s bigger than a sand-
wich,” Siddiqui said. “It was 
a stand that this commu-
nity and University took in 
believing in taking care of 
social issues, which I think 
is extremely important, and I 
think Wash. U. has influenced 
the national market to help 
promote sensible and respon-
sible farming.”

Other universities have 
looked into the standards of 
their tomato suppliers as well, 
since Dining Services made 
this decision to stop purchas-
ing tomatoes.

In addition, several farms 
have evaluated their standards 
for the future, according to 
Siddiqui. Therefore, he is 
hopeful that this will not be 
an issue again.

While missing tomatoes 
from their daily diets, many 
students still were glad that 
Dining Services had not been 
purchasing tomatoes from the 
farms in Florida.

“I like tomatoes, and I’m 
glad to hear that they found 
a way to supply them to the 
student body without being 
a party to human rights 

violations,” senior Elena 
Losey said.

Another student, freshman 
Sarah Garay, did not even 
miss her tomatoes because 
she said she understood the 
reasons that the University 
did not have them.

“Don’t get me wrong, I like 
tomatoes, but it just wasn’t a 
priority and I understand the 
context [of why we didn’t 
have them],” Garay said.

Other students mentioned 
that they were relieved that 
there is now a better selec-
tion of vegetables on campus 
so students have more healthy 
eating options to choose 
from.

 “We should have a whole 
supply of vegetables,” junior 
Roshni Shah said. “I’m a 
tomato lover.”

Further, students and oth-
ers on campus have been 
able to purchase food items 
with tomatoes from Subway 
or Aramark throughout this 
period of time, as those com-
panies are not under Dining 
Services’ umbrella. 

“If people really wanted 
[tomatoes], then people were 
going [to Subway] for them,” 
Garay said.

TOMATO from page 1

MATISYAHU from page 1

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Matisyahu performs in Graham Chapel with guitarist and WU alum Adam Weinberg.
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From 2004 to 2009, the Wash-
ington University softball team 
was synonymous with University 
Athletic Association conference 
champion. The Bears had won the 
championship six years in a row.

One too many losses has ended 
that streak, as Wash. U. tied with 
Brandeis University for second with 
a 5-3 conference record. The 2010 
title belongs to the Emory Univer-
sity Eagles, who are perched at the 
top of the UAA conference with a 
6-2 record. 

“We’re one of the few sports 
that have to be at the peak of our 
game towards the beginning of our 
season in order to compete for the 
UAA championship,” head coach 
Leticia Pineda-Boutté said. “We 
were going through some growing 
pains.”

The Bears headed into the UAA 
championship carrying the momen-
tum of a four-game sweep in the 
NTC Games. The Red and Green 
blasted Case Western University 
with a 12-2 victory in their UAA 
opener.

Wash. U. looked set to repeat 
their winning ways with a 4-2 lead 
heading into the fifth inning against 
Brandeis University.

That’s when things started going 
awry, as the Judges capitalized on 
two errors and hit a grand slam to 
get back in the game.

“Up to that point, our feet weren’t 
held up to the fire for the mistakes 
we were making,” Pineda-Boutté 
said. “The mistakes we hadn’t cor-
rected were being exposed.”

The Bears tied the game back 
up at 6-6, but the Judges kept their 
momentum going and scored three 
runs in the top of the fifth inning. 
The Red and Green were unable 
to bounce back, and suffered their 

first loss of the season. “We strug-
gle when we tense,” senior Ally 
Berenter said.

The next day was no better for 
the Bears, as they suffered a 5-0 
loss to Emory. Each of the Wash. 
U. pitchers—junior Claire Voris, 
sophomore Olivia Cook and fresh-
man Kathy Peter—were stifled by 
the Eagles’ hitters. Voris earned the 
loss. 

The Lady Bears rebounded with 
an 8-2 thumping of the University 
of Rochester, as the team capital-
ized on errors and Peter earned her 
first collegiate victory in the pitch-
er’s circle. 

Peter gave up only one earned 
run in seven innings as the nearly 
three-hour marathon game was 
delayed because of lightning. But 
that rally in the standings was cut 
short, as the Judges dealt the Bears 
a 4-0 loss the next day.

Losses were a thing of the past 
for the rest of the tournament as the 

Bears defeated Emory 8-1 and Case 
Western Reserve 3-1. 

“We didn’t crumble,” senior co-
captain Caitlyn Hoffman said. “We 
ended up salvaging the tournament 

and playing well at the end.” 
Cook gave up only one run 

against the Eagles, and Peter picked 
up her second career win as both 
pitched full games. 

“It was funny,” Cook said. “I 
didn’t feel like I was pitching 
my best…Our defense was 
playing so amazing that game 
that I felt like as long as I got 
the ground balls, we were 
going to be fine. We played 
better than we had all year.”

Heading into the final 
day of UAA play, the Bears 
needed a win over Rochester 
and also needed either Case 
or Rochester to deal Emory a 
loss to get a first-place tie in 
the standings. 

The Bears got the 7-3 vic-
tory they needed, but neither 
Case Western nor Rochester 
could derail Emory’s UAA 
title plans.

Sophomore Corissa Santos 
returned after missing Satur-
day because of an injury, and 
hit a home run to center field 
in her first at-bat. 

“She’s really our spark 
plug,” Cook said. “I feel like 
she can’t ever go up and not 
get a hit.”

The No. 16 Bears host 
No. 8 Augustana College 
and Fontbonne University at 
3 p.m. and 5 p.m., respec-
tively, Friday on the softball 
field on the South 40. The 
Bears also play No. 15 Cen-
tral College and Augustana 
College at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
on Saturday.

Johann Qua Hiansen
Senior Sports Editor

Softball unseated in UAA championships

Junior Claire Voris pitches in a game against Case Western last March. 
COURTESY OF CLAIRE HENDERSON

NCAA 
action 
hits the 
road

On Friday, March 
19, the No. 6 
women’s basketball 
team will face No. 
1 Amherst in the 
NCAA Division III 
semifinal match. If 
the Lady Bears win, 
they will face the 
winner of the other 
semifinal game, in 
which No. 4 Hope 
College will face 
the University of 
Rochester.

Both the final 
game and the 
consolation match 
will be held on 
Saturday, March 20.

Washington 
University is 
sponsoring fan buses 
to the matches, 
which will be held 
in Bloomington, Ill. 
The University is 
also covering the 
cost of lodging and 
tickets to the games. 

Last year, the Lady 
Bears lost to George 
Fox University 
in the final match 
of the NCAA 
championship. The 
Red and Green 
defeated George 
Fox last weekend, 
thus advancing to 
the Final Four this 
weekend. 

For game results, 
check studlife.
com throughout the 
weekend. (Brian 
Krigsher)
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ACROSS
1 Roaring group
6 Bridge coup

10 Boston NBAer
14 Act like a doting

grandma,
perhaps

15 Hawaiian port
16 Healthy
17 Musical narrated

by Che
18 Rival of Staples
20 ’40s-’50s

paranoia that led
to blacklisting

22 “For Your Eyes
Only” singer
Easton

23 Island strings
24 Rides roughshod

over
25 Red Cloud’s tribe
30 Board with eerie

messages
31 Neither’s partner
32 Microwaves
36 Not guilty, for

example
37 Make one of

two?
39 Came down to

earth
40 Cowpoke’s prod
41 Petunia, e.g.
42 Serpentine
43 Jane, to Dick,

e.g.
46 Fillies and foals
50 __ la la
51 Track athlete
52 “The Breakfast

Club” actors are
part of it

57 Pencil game that
hints at this
puzzle’s theme,
found in the first
and last letters of
18-, 25- and 43-
Across

59 Conservative
front?

60 Perry’s creator
61 “Major”

constellation
62 Grand __

National Park
63 Futurist
64 Seamstress’s

fold
65 Not 

approximate

DOWN
1 “Believe” singer
2 Wander
3 “Ars amatoria”

poet
4 Antiprohibitionists
5 Count with a

cape
6 Coastlines
7 Family board

game
8 TV E.T.
9 Defogging target

10 Nest noise
11 Chair maker

Charles
12 South American

plain
13 Houston pro

since 2002
19 Whole grain

cereal brand
21 Dossier letters
24 Flue filth
25 “How clumsy of

me!”
26 Big swig
27 Stead
28 Slightly open
29 Jones of English

architecture
32 Author Grey
33 Quaint word of

regret

34 High-speed
highway

35 Underworld river
37 Pugilist’s punch
38 Puppy bites
42 Legislative act
43 Military service

designation
44 Windex target
45 Lyricist 

Gershwin
46 Art works by

Romain de Tirtoff

47 Paper 
measure

48 “I surrender!”
49 Bury
52 Pear choice
53 Suffix with cine
54 “__ boy!”
55 Gator’s kin
56 “Critique of Pure

Reason”
philosopher

58 Capote, on the
stage

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

By Jerome Gunderson

(c)2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2

3 4

© 2010 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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After a hot 5-1 start to the sea-
son, the Washington University 
baseball team was looking at the 
annual University Athletic Asso-
ciation (UAA) tournament with 
high hopes.

The tournament, which took 

place over spring break in Flor-
ida, was a chance for the Bears to 
truly test their skills. Instead, the 
team dropped four straight games, 
coming away with a 1-4 confer-
ence record.

The opener on Tuesday, March 
6, against Emory University 
refl ected many of the problems 
that the Bears faced the entire 
week. The team gave up fi ve runs 

in the fi rst inning alone, en route 
to an 18-14 loss. Senior Nick Vom 
Brock, however, tied a tourna-
ment record with seven RBIs in 
the game.

“It’s good hitting conditions in 
general [at the stadium], there’s a 
low mound, the outfi eld fence is a 
little shallow, but for the most part, 
just as pitchers, we were leav-
ing the balls up, weren’t making 

adjustments, and walking a lot of 
people,” junior pitcher Bryce Hro-
vat said.

This disproportionate amount 
of offense carried on into the next 
day’s match-up against Brandeis 
University, and the Bears lost 
13-11. Relief pitcher H.T. Flana-
gan got the loss, giving up six runs, 
only three of them earned, in 6 2/3 
innings.

“We didn’t play up to the 
expectations we had for ourselves, 
both defensively and pitching-
wise, and that overshadowed how 
well we did [on offense],” sopho-
more outfi elder Brandon Rogalski 
said. “We actually lead the tour-
nament in batting average. We 
batted .386 as a team, which is 
really unheard of, but our ERA 
was 10.6.”

A third-straight loss came at 
the hands of Case Western Reserve 
University on Thursday. The 9-8 
extra-innings defeat was to be the 
fi rst game of a doubleheader, but 
rain limited the Bears to just one.

The game was rescheduled 
to Saturday, but continued rain 
on Friday eliminated the Bears’ 
chances of playing Brandeis for 
the second time.

“If anything, the rain really 
helped us towards the end [of the 
week] because we had to use a lot 
of pitchers because of the long 
games,” Hrovat said. “We were 
just kind of struggling with our 
arms by the end. People were all 
on short rest and…We were able 
to regroup.”

The makeup game against 
Case Western Reserve on Saturday 
was one for the history books. The 
Red and Green lost 24-15, giving 
up the most runs in a game since 
1987. The team needed six pitch-
ers just to get through the game, 
and committed six errors, which 
led to six unearned runs.

“Even though our pitchers 
were giving up a lot of hits, [on 
defense], we weren’t making a 
ton of errors, but almost all the 
errors we made were very costly 
or at very inopportune moments,” 
Rogalski said. In the loss to Case, 
Rogalski also recorded seven RBIs 
and was just a single shy of hitting 
for the cycle.

In the very last game of the 
tournament, Wash. U. got its fi rst 
win, a 16-14 victory against the 
University of Rochester, but an 
error-laden fourth inning almost 
led to another loss.

“Every time we make an error, 
we make [the game] twice as hard 
for our pitchers,” junior infi elder 
Travis May said. “Our pitchers 
are great, we have three of the best 
starters in the league, but we made 
probably fi ve errors a game, so it’s 
hard for them to recover when that 
happens.”

The poor showing at Sanford, 
Fla., did little to damage the team’s 
approach to playing. On Tuesday, 
the Bears swept a doubleheader 
against Dominican University, 
5-4 in the fi rst game and 12-1 in 
the second. 

“Part of being an athlete is just 
having a short memory. You’ve got 
to forget when you play poorly and 
just remember that you’ve got the 
tools to get the job done,” Hrovat 
said. “Having that mentality going 
out there every day, you’re going 
to be successful.”

Alex Dropkin
Sports Editor

Bears drop 4 of 5 in conference tournament

Senior Jeremy Rogoff delivers a pitch in the season opener on Feb. 27. The Bears compiled a 4-1 record in UAA conference play and 
swept a doubleheader against Dominican University on Tuesday.
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Friday
No. 16 Softball vs. No. 8 
Augustana College at 3 p.m.
No. 16 Softball vs. 
Fontbonne University at 5 
p.m.

Saturday
No. 16 Softball vs. No. 15 

Central College at 9 a.m.
No. 16 Softball vs. No.  8 
Augustana College at 11 
a.m.
Baseball vs. Benedictine 
University at 12:30 p.m.
Baseball vs. Illinois Wesleyan 
University at 3:30 p.m.
No. 2 Men’s Tennis vs. No. 
9 Graceland University at 

2 p.m.
Women’s Tennis vs. 
Graceland University at 2 
p.m.

Sunday
Baseball vs. Illinois Wesleyan 
University at 11 a.m.
Baseball vs. Benedictine 
University at 2 p.m.

Allow me to be frank. As I see 
it, the bashing of Tiger Woods for 
deciding to return to the Masters 
just weeks after he stood before 
cameras and said, “I do plan to 
return to golf one day. I just don’t 
know when that day will be,” is 
stupid and naïve. As a golf fan, 
two words fl ashed across my 
mind as I watched him utter that: 
green jacket.

That’s right. This has been 
in the works for months now so 
boohoo to anybody who wants to 
really hold him to his word. It’s 
called playing the media game. If 
Tiger had made that speech and 
gone all “Terminator,” saying, 
“I’ll be back world, and it will be 
at Augusta,” he’d never have any 
credibility. Christine Brennan of 

USA Today headlined her col-
umn yesterday, “Tiger Woods 
Isn’t Shooting Straight.” Find me 
a public fi gure who is, and I will 
denounce my support of Tiger 
Woods.

It boils down to this. This was 
the move that was coming, this 
was the move that’s best for Tiger, 
and it’s the move that’s best for 
the game. Let’s start with the per-
spective of the sport. This season 
has been missing the attention 
that Tiger draws. There have been 
plenty of good stories such as the 
culmination of Camilo “Spider-
man” Villegas, the return of Ernie 
Els, Ian Poulter, Alexandre Rocha, 
Braxton Marquez and a couple of 
others. Too many of you probably 
have no clue who these people are 
or what they have done to merit 
the attention, but they deserve 
it. Tiger Woods will draw fans. 
Golf needs fans. Golf needs Tiger. 

Simple enough.
For Tiger, it comes back to 

the fact that he’s human. Just 
think about the last major “cri-
sis” you’ve had, and think about 
how you got over it. In one way 
or another, I’d be willing to bet 
that some sort of “return to nor-
malcy” factored in. The man 
made a mistake—fi ne, he made 
mistakes; plural. But everyone 
deserves a shot to move forward. 
As an avid golfer, I can attest that 
this game, probably more than 
any other sport, has a transcen-
dental quality to make bad things 
evaporate. It will remind Tiger of 
his core values and how fortunate 
he is to have the God-given tal-
ent he does. He’ll be reminded of 
his fans, young and old, and his 
foundation. He’ll remember his 
father’s infl uences. For a couple of 
hours over four days, he’ll forget 
all the trauma and troubles he has 

endured.
What’s more, there is truly 

no place better in that regard than 
Augusta National Golf Club. I’ve 
never been there, but I’ve been 
told one can truly get lost in the 
beauty and tranquility of it all. For 
many, it’s as close to paradise as 
they may ever get. You can count 

on the fact that TMZ won’t get 
in. Yes, Tiger chose Augusta for 
all that. No, you shouldn’t hold it 
against him.

In the end, everyone needs a 
break. I’ll allow that some peo-
ple regard Tiger more scornfully 
than I do and not without reason. 
But how long can a person be 

punished without a chance for 
redemption or even rebirth? Many 
will say this is too soon and is a 
diss on his commitment to set golf 
aside for a while. These people 
may never understand, but in 
reality, returning to the hallowed 
grounds of Augusta is part of the 
healing process.

Michael Rosengart
Sports Columnist
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Junior Claire Voris pitches in a game against Case Western last March. 

Welcome to reality

BASEBALL



I will never forget what it felt 
like to wake up after I fainted on 
the kitchen fl oor. After I came 
back from that fuzzy place where 
all sound is muffl ed and every-
thing turns to an interesting shade 
of whitish black; shapes started 
to come into focus, and I heard 
my panicked boyfriend distantly 
shouting my name. Instead of 
wondering whether I was OK, 
or what exactly caused that little 
spell, I thought with perfect clar-
ity: “This cannot get any worse.”

At this point, I’d had mono-
nucleosis for two weeks and 
had been dating my boyfriend 
for about two months. Before 
my diagnosis, we were still in 
the honeymoon stage—always 
spending time together, gush-
ing over how great the other 
was, blah blah blah. And then I 
got a sore throat, which quickly 
turned into coma-like naps and 
me sounding like a deaf muppet 
whenever I tried to speak. As I 
struggled to make it through my 
fi nals without falling asleep, he 
dutifully drove me to get lung 
x-rays and brought me soup or 
ice cream (the only things I could 
swallow) almost every night.

It was bad enough that I 
could barely stand up long 
enough in the shower to shave 
my legs, but, worst of all, we 
couldn’t even kiss, something 
we’d been pretty good about 
doing every day since we’d 
started dating. And when I 
fainted, I half expected him (as 
any sensible person would do) 
to cut his losses and stop hang-
ing out with my ridiculously sick 
self. The self that had blow-dried 
my hair and spent 40 minutes 

choosing an outfi t for our fi rst 
date would have been horrifi ed 
by my makeup-less appearance 
and constant need to blow my 
nose.

When the going gets tough, 
how are we supposed to react? 
If your relationship is still in its 
budding stage, the fi rst rough 
patch is terrifying. You don’t 
want to seem like a burden, and 
you’re scared of losing the ide-
alized version of yourself that 
you’ve cultivated for others to 
see. No one wants to be seen 
un-showered and half-articulate, 
especially by a person one is 
attracted to. It is terrifying to let 
someone get that close; no one 
wants to fall off that pedestal.

As scary as it is though, these 
inglorious moments are perhaps 
the most important and defi n-
ing parts of your relationship. 
Why? Because if that person is 
still around at the end of the day, 
holding a box of Kleenex and a 
can of chicken noodle soup, it 
means that they’re in it for more 
than the put-together you that the 
rest of the world sees. It means 
that they’re cool with the totally 
unglamorous, unembellished and 
real you.

When I fi nally came around 
to full consciousness, my mildly 
terrifi ed boyfriend spent the rest 
of the day making sure I drank 
absurd amounts of water and 
didn’t get out of bed. And while 
the fainting incident, as well as 
my whole mono experience, 
has now turned into something 
we joke about, there is a cer-
tain comfort behind the laughter 
in knowing that he was there 
to catch me. Because when the 
going gets tough, the tough 
don’t always get going—some-
times the best ones actually stick 
around.
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Stuffed bunnies with skel-
eton faces, fl esh-colored 
organic shapes with eyeballs 
hanging from tree branches 
and a painting from the “Meth 
& Hotdogs” collection are just 
some of the things that may 
catch your eye upon entering 
Cranky Yellow, a craft shop/
gallery/performance space 
located at 2847 Cherokee 
Street in south St. Louis City. 

While it has the same 
combined gallery and shop 
dynamic as the Craft Alli-
ance on the Delmar Loop, 
Cranky Yellow has a very dif-
ferent target clientele. The 
store is fi lled wall to wall with 
“alternative” art in forms rang-
ing from hand-embroidered 
clothing to stuffed creatures 
beyond any comparison to real 
animals.

Store manager Lori Layne 
attempts to maintain organized 
chaos in the store.

“There is a lot of kinetic 
energy, but I am very comfort-
able in here,” Layne said.

Layne and the store’s 
owner, David Wolk, handpick 
the artists whose work they 
display, focusing on work that 
is outside of what is usually 
considered fi ne art.

“We sell work by people 
that we know and respect,” 
Layne said. “The artists 
are from all over the coun-
try, some abroad, but mostly 
local.”

The store section of 
Cranky Yellow is open only on 
weekends during the day, but 
the basement space is used for 
a huge variety of events hap-
pening outside of store hours. 
Cranky Yellow hosts “gallery 
openings, punk rock shows, 
basically anything and every-
thing,” Layne said.

“We are very open, and 
events morph into other 
things all the time,” she said. 

“Gallery openings morph into 
dance parties.”

Cranky Yellow has been in 
its current location for about 
a year, hosting such illustri-
ous events as the Acro-Cats 
cat circus last April. On Fri-
day, Cranky Yellow will host 
another event that is sure to 
draw a big crowd, but this 
time the entertainment will 
be from humans rather than 
felines. 

“Too Late for Fun Time” is 
the name of Cranky Yellow’s 
fi rst offi cial variety show. 
According to Layne, about 20 
members of the community 
have signed up to participate, 
with each given a fi ve-min-
ute slot.

“From what I hear, there’s 
going to be some amazing, 
cool stuff,” Layne said. 

Specifi c acts will remain 
a mystery until the show, 
which starts at 9 p.m. The only 
information released thus far 
is the theme, which organiz-
ers request be used for “some 
degree of inspiration” for the 
acts.

The theme, as would be 
expected of a place called 
Cranky Yellow, is outside the 
usual. It is based on an endear-
ing Missed Connections ad 
from the St. Louis Craigslist, 
titled “Post-it note inside of a 
Death Cab for Cutie album.” 
The author seeks the per-
son who left a phone number 
under the words “Risk it. You 
know you want to,” inside the 
second-hand CD he bought.

It will be interesting 
to see how the sure-to-be-
diverse group of performers 
is inspired by the theme. If 
the show is anything like the 
store, it is going to be incred-
ibly eclectic and energetic. 
And at $5 per person, it is one 
of the cheapest nights out you 
can fi nd. Even if you cannot 
make the show, dropping by 
the store one weekend will 
ensure that you get your fi x of 
quirkiness.

cranky

Carol Iskiwitch
Scene Reporter

Carly MacLeod
Scene Romance Columnist

Fashion rules that were meant to be broken

This week I ventured to La 
Pizza, which was recently rated 
by St. Louis Magazine as having 
the best pizza in the entire city. 
If you’ve ever driven west on 
Delmar Boulevard, you’ve most 
likely seen La Pizza but subcon-
sciously screened it from your 
memory. The pizzeria is a little 
shack with a sign that is barely 
visible at night. If it weren’t for 
its devoted group of followers, 
I’m not sure I would trust giv-
ing the food to a Hungry Hungry 
Hippo, let alone eat it myself. As 
I found out, however, appear-
ances are not always what they 
seem.

On a Sunday night at around 
7:30 p.m., La Pizza was packed 
with patrons picking up their piz-
zas. The establishment has about 
four tables, so theoretically it is 
possible to eat there, but most 
people choose carryout. La Pizza 
“delivers,” but each of the fi ve 
times I have called for delivery, I 
was given a different excuse for 
why that wasn’t going to happen: 
the driver was sick, they don’t 
deliver more than a mile away, 
or the driver was out smoking. 
Realistically, if you want some 
La Pizza, you’re better off driv-
ing to the little shack to get some.

When I called to place an 
order for pickup, they told me it 
would take 45 minutes. An hour 

and a half later, my food still 
wasn’t ready. Having said that, 
the guys working there were 
really nice and charismatic. I just 
couldn’t get mad at them…until 
they forgot to make my sandwich 
(they were, however, really apol-
ogetic!). Luckily for me, I had 
brought a friend, and we passed 
the time by questioning whether 
Hugh Grant has ever deserved an 
Oscar. Forty minutes and a few 
free drinks later, having resolved 
the great debate, I fi nally had my 
sustenance.

One of the workers touted 
the meatball sandwich as world-
class. Two giant meatballs were 
packed in between two long 
loaves of white bread, covered 
with melted mozzarella and mar-
inara sauce. It was really good. 
I loved the consistency of the 
meatballs: They were nice and 
moist, yet fi rm enough that they 
didn’t crumble too easily. The 
taste of the meat was savory, with 
a slightly salty taste that didn’t 
overpower the other fl avors. The 
melted cheese was delightfully 
stringy, and the mild fl avor pro-
vided a nice contrast to the robust 
meatballs. Their marinara sauce 
is great. I’m not sure what’s in it, 
but the faint touch of spice, garlic 
and onions along with the fresh 
tomato all worked remarkably 
well together. I simply wish they 
had given me more sauce.

La Pizza is famous for their 
New York-style pizzas, defi ned 
by thin crust, lots of tomato 

sauce and cheese. They offer 
all the basic toppings, with 
some specialties available upon 
request (apparently they make 
an awesome pizza with crab 
and lobster), but I went for the 
more-basic pepperoni version. 
The fi rst thing I noticed about 
the pizza was the crust. It is 
really nice and fl uffy, yet crispy 
enough to give the pizza a little 
bit of a crunch. You can really 
tell that the dough is homemade. 
Interestingly, I found the same 
mozzarella cheese that I enjoyed 
on the meatball to be a little bit 
rubbery on the pizza. The cheese 
didn’t taste bad, but in truth, I 
found the texture a little off-put-
ting. The tomato sauce was, once 
again, great: really fresh toma-
toes with a slightly sweet fl avor 
that aptly cut the spiciness of the 

pepperoni. On that point, I wish 
the pepperoni had brought a few 
more layers of fl avor besides the 
heat. I found it kind of bland, and 
if I had it all over to do again, I 
would have gone with a different 
topping. All together, the pizza 
was defi nitely enjoyable but not 
mind-blowing.

My experience at La Pizza 
was a good one. The food was 
good, but I question whether it 
deserves the title of the best pizza 
in St. Louis. The guys work-
ing behind the counter were 
especially friendly, if a bit disor-
ganized. It wasn’t too expensive, 
and I was certainly satisfi ed after-
wards. I’d check it out if I were 
you. You might just fi nd that you 
like the pizza—and simultane-
ously realize the merits of Hugh 
Grant’s bumbling charm.

Peter Davis
Scene Reporter

When the going gets tough

La Pizza
8137 Delmar Blvd., University City, MO 63130

★★★★✩★★★★✩

yellow

Your mother probably 
always told you not to wear 
white after Labor Day. My 
advice: Break this rule. For 
many locations in the U.S., 
Labor Day weekend does not 
symbolize the end of warm 
summer weather, since sum-
mer ends roughly 20 days 
later anyway. Functionally 
speaking, those concerned 
with the weather should 
focus more on the materi-
als and fabrics worn at the 
beginning of September, and 
not the color. Though white 
reduces heat by reflecting 
light instead of absorbing it, 
the thickness of these color-
less pieces is what should 
truly be considered. Even 
designer Coco Chanel broke 
this rule, and you know that 
if she did it, then the rest of 
the fashion world is certainly 
allowed to follow suit.

It depends on what shades 
of brown we are considering. 
When you’re getting dressed, 
take a full-length mirror and 
stand back. Does it look like 
you are just wearing black, 
or are the colors different 
enough to clearly discern 
that there are two colors in 
your ensemble? My advice: 
Take caution, and buy a mir-
ror. Usually the goal is to 
refrain from appearing as 
though you were trying to 
wear brown and claim that 
it matches your black piece. 
As long as it’s obvious that 
you know your colors, why 
not wear the two together? 
Personally, I would pair a 
lighter shade of brown with 
black, so that it is obvious to 
all. This same concept also 
applies to pairing blue with 
black. 

Similarly, there is the rule 
that lipstick and nail polish must 
match. Again, these are very 
impractical rules. Some ratio-
nalize that you will need more 
shoes than bags, since shoes 
wear down faster, thus it is not 
fi nancially advisable to continue 
purchasing multiple bags to 
match every shoe color. On the 
other hand, what should be done 
about formal events? When in 
a casual setting or a formal set-
ting, shoes and bags should 
be treated as accessories and 
complements to each other and 
to your outfi t. Buying the bag 
with the same tri-color pattern as 
your shoe is not necessarily the 
best idea, as this can be seen as 
lacking a personal sense of style 
or simply being old-fashioned, 
which can consequently date 
your look. Consider this rule 
case by case. And the opinion of 
a trusted friend defi nitely helps.  

Have you seen this sea-
son’s runway photos? 
Designers are strongly going 
against this rule, and while 
some get it right, many get 
it wrong. When mixing two 
patterns, choose ones with 
similar color schemes—ones 
that have colors in the same 
family or ones that simply 
complement each other. This 
may require some advice 
from a friend or a simple 
color search on Google. 
When examining the patterns 
themselves, select one piece 
to be the dominant pattern 
and the other to be of lesser 
importance to avoid clash-
ing. This can be achieved 
by wearing one larger-sized 
print: Think a large striped 
cardigan with a tiny, con-
tinuous print, such as a 
more-detailed floral skirt.  

hotseams
Wearing 

white after 
Labor Day

Brown and 
black are like 
oil and water

Your purse 
and your 
shoes have
to match

You can’t
wear stripes 
with other 

patterns

Black is always more fl attering

Ginika Agbim, Scene Fashion Columnist

This trick only works if people will be viewing you from the back or straight 
ahead at your event. Once you turn sideways, it’s all over. Also, the color black isn’t 
very kind to paler skin. Forgetting that body shapes vary, this banal rule is another 
that should be broken. Instead of reaching first for the black item, investing in proper 
shapewear and selecting a color that truly complements your skin tone is a much better 
idea. This can be accomplished all in a single trip to your favorite department store.  
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Shows, crafts and art in the city
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