
The African Students Asso-
ciation wants to show the 
Washington University campus 
that there is a lot more to Africa 
than the stereotypes and myths 
that many students believe.

This year’s Africa Week, 
taking place this week, is titled 
“Myths and Legends.”

The main event will be at 8 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday at 
Edison Theatre, where the West 
African dance company Afriky 
Lolo will present “Sundiata: 
The King of Mali.” Through 
dance, storytelling and drum-
ming, this performance will 
explain the legend of Sundiata, 
who was the founder of the 
Malian empire in 1235 C.E. 
Though Sundiata was physi-
cally handicapped, he was able 

to build an extensive empire. 
Ife Salako, president of 

the group (ASA), is espe-
cially excited about this event 
because it spotlights African 
cultures.

“We have Diwali, LNYF 
and Black Anthology, but 
there’s never been an Africa 
culture show,” Salako said. 
“It’s defi nitely something dif-
ferent for Wash. U. We don’t 
get this kind of spotlight 
normally, so it’s defi nitely 
something new that we get to 
see and experience.”

The week’s events will begin 
at Ursa’s Stageside on Mon-
day with an event titled “The 
Warmth of the Human Voice,” 
where WU-SLam, WUStyle 
and other performance groups 
will have presentations.

Africa Week will continue 
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Please 
Recycle

See AFRICA, page 3

Dissatisfied with the vari-
ety of courses offered in the 
environmental studies pro-
gram, a senior majoring in 
the subject turned in a five-
page paper to the dean of 
Arts & Sciences explaining 
what Washington University 
could do to improve the the 
program.

The author, Kady 
McFadden, expressed three 
concerns in the report. First 

and foremost, she hopes to 
see an interdisciplinary class 
offered on climate change as 
soon as possible.

“Although you can get 
knowledge on the issue from 
a bunch of different classes, 
we really need a comprehen-
sive class that gives a broad 
perspective of the issue, 
including science, econom-
ics, policy, ethics and so on,” 
McFadden said. 

Second, McFadden 
believes that environmen-
tal studies majors need more 
out-of-class experience. She 
thinks that the University 
should provide students with 
resources such as additional 
internship programs and 
research opportunities. Third, 
she hopes the program will 
evolve into a department. 

Many of McFadden’s 
fellow students echo her 

Youyou Wu
Contributing Reporter

A call for upgrades
to environmental 
studies program

As Americans do their 
best to weather the economic 
storm, architects throughout 
the country are finding them-
selves losing their footholds. 

Nationally, approximately 
30 percent of architects are 
unemployed. According to 
statistics released by the Amer-
ican Institute of Architects for 
July 2008, architectural firms 
across the nation were employ-
ing a total of 224,000 people. 
By January 2009, that number 
had dropped to 206,000. 

Architects are now facing 
reduced work hours and loss of 
benefits. Others have lost their 
jobs altogether. Those affected 
include not only recent grad-
uates and junior members of 
design firms, but also mid-
career and senior members of 
the architecture community. 

The current struggle in the 
architecture profession is giv-
ing the students at the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual 
Arts something to ponder. 

“I am planning to go on to 

graduate school for two years 
right after college, so I am 
hoping that by then I would 
have waited out this economic 
downturn,” said Sarah Miller, 
a sophomore architecture 
student. 

The economic turmoil, 
Miller said, has not hindered 
her from striving to fulfill her 
dream of becoming an archi-
tect. But she admits that she 
is trying to branch out to give 
herself an edge over her peers 
when the time comes to send 
out graduate school or job 
applications.

“Even though I am primar-
ily an architecture student, I 
am trying to get more diverse 
skills, such as gaining expe-
riences in doing background 
landscape architecture,” she 
said. “Hopefully, this will 
make me more marketable 
and grant me more opportuni-
ties to graduate school and the 
job market.”

While students like Miller 
plan to cross their fingers and 
hope for the best, some who 
are already in the job market 
have been forced to abandon 
architecture in favor of more 

stable professions.
“This past summer I talked 

to quite a few past graduates 
from Wash. U. Sam Fox, and 
it was shocking that some of 
them had to completely switch 
to a different career track and 
give up architecture,” Miller 
said. “Although, there were 
various reasons as to why 
these people gave up the archi-
tecture profession, from what 
I heard the economy definitely 
played its role.”

Despite this, Miller 

believes that Washington 
University’s undergraduate 
architecture program prepares 
its students well enough to be 
very competitive in the archi-
tecture world. 

“I wouldn’t have come here 
if I didn’t know that Wash. U. 
does an excellent job to pro-
duce successful architects,” 
Miller said. “Wash. U.’s archi-
tecture graduate school is very 
highly ranked in the country 
and that certainly reflects in 
its undergraduate program.”

Architects Lauren and Eric Wendlandt, pictured Sept. 10, 2009, 
are furniture, interior and landscape designers who run their 
business Framework Design from their home in Kansas City, 
Mo. Architecture jobs have decreased in the recession, leaving 
architecture students here with an uncertain future.

MIKE RANSDELL | KANSAS CITY STAR | MCT

Sally Wang
Staff Reporter

Architects feel effects of tough economic times

As the Offi ce of Orienta-
tion prepares for its annual 
Washington University Student 
Associate selection process, 
the relatively young program 
seems to have been successful 
in helping freshmen and trans-
fer students with their transition 
into college life.

The WUSA selection pro-
cess is becoming increasingly 
competitive, and the Offi ce of 
Orientation expects to see a rise 
from last year’s approximately 
300 applications. There are 
only around 60 WUSA spots 
each year.

Implemented in the fall of 
2008, the program (WUSA) was 
created to help new students 
with their academic, personal, 
cultural and social integration 
into the Wash. U. community. 
The role of a WUSA is to serve 
as a dependable resource for 

incoming students to make 
their fi rst year a fun and posi-
tive experience.

Prior to the WUSA pro-
gram, there were Orientation 
Ambassadors (OAs), but unlike 
a WUSA, an OA’s position was 
only a weeklong commitment 
during the fi rst week of school. 
The semester-long bonds cre-
ated between WUSAs  and their 
freshman fl oors did not exist.

Each year, two WUSAs are 
assigned to every freshman 
fl oor, and their responsibilities 
include spending a minimum of 
an hour per week on the fl oor, 
maintaining a fl oor academic 
resource bulletin and social 
calendar, and attending fresh-
man fl oor meetings.  

“Being a WUSA has been 
a very worthwhile experience 
for me because it expands your 
social and professional sphere,” 
said sophomore Jacob Witt, a 
WUSA for Eliot House 1. “I’ve 
made some lasting friendships 
with the people on my fl oor. 

There is a certain amount of 
patience and time commitment 
involved, but it’s fun, so I don’t 
notice.” 

WUSAs say they personally 
gain a lot from the experience.

“Being a WUSA is impor-
tant to many people just 
because they’re representatives 
for the rest of campus,” sopho-
more WUSA Parker Brogdon 
said. “Anyone who enjoys their 
place here would want to show 
it off.”

The WUSA program is 
increasing in popularity.

“The feedback we get 
each year from the freshmen 
regarding their WUSAs is very 
positive, so we want to encour-
age as many people to apply as 
possible—not just the fresh-
men, but also sophomores 
and juniors,” said sophomore 
Spencer Goodman, orientation 
executive board recruitment 
chair and WUSA for Lee Hall 
1.  

Many freshmen say they 

love their WUSAs and feel that 
they have improved the fresh-
man year experience.

“I think that the WUSAs are 
extremely valuable to the fresh-
man experience, both [through] 
the activities that they provide 
for the fl oor and also by the 
relationships that they build 
with the members of the fl oor,” 
freshman Nate Brodell said. 
“I think that having RAs [is] 
important, but the WUSAs can 
provide a different dynamic that 
is crucial to the freshman expe-
rience. I love my WUSAs.”

Other freshmen fi nd the pro-
gram to be less successful.

“They’re nice, but I need 
only point at the calendar in 
the hallway to state how rele-
vant they are to the fl oor right 
now,” freshmen Francis Wu 
said. “I like my WUSAs and  
fi nd them fun to be around, 
but they’ve never seemed to 
become as much of a fi xture in 

Gina Hyun
Contributing Reporter

WUSA program rising in popularity

See WUSA, page 3

It was hardly an easy feat. 
On Senior Night, in front of 
a packed Field House on Fri-
day, the Washington University 
men’s basketball team secured 
sole possession of the Univer-
sity Athletic Association title 
and an automatic NCAA tour-
nament bid.

“Being able to win the UAA 
outright, on Senior Night, it 
was kind of a nice feather in 
our caps as seniors,” senior co-
captain Aaron Thompson said. 
“For the team, it’s just a nice 
relief knowing that we’re going 
to be in the tournament for sure, 
and we don’t have to leave any-
thing to chance.”

Up by two with just 5.9 sec-
onds left in the game, the Bears 
defense forced a turnover on a 
Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity inbounding play, sealing 
a tense game with an equally 
tense ending.

“We won [the game], and I 
thought we played well,” head 
coach Mark Edwards said. 
“Sometimes people get caught 
up in expectations, and they 

forget about the fact that the 
object of the game is to win it. 
Secondly, that nobody is going 
to play perfect. The third thing 
is that you’ve got to expect the 
other team to play well.” 

Junior Spencer Gay had a 
team high of 18 points and three 
blocks to edge the Bears past 
the Spartans. Thompson, one of 
four senior players being cele-
brated on Friday night, scored 
15 points.

The Bears had a hot start, 
taking a six-point lead with 
14:54 left in the fi rst half, rely-
ing on a strong inside presence 
and well-timed passes.

“[My teammates] set good 
screens for me, and I was wide 
open,” Gay said. “Sean [Wallis] 
got me the ball, I got in good 
position, and all I really had to 
do was lay it up.”

But with an increased Spar-
tan defense, which forced errors 
and turnovers, the lead quickly 
disappeared.

“We’re so confi dent in each 
other…that sometimes, if they 
bump us or take away a cut…
[mistakes] happen,” Edwards 
said. “We just have to know 

Men’s basketball team clinches 

UAA title, NCAA bid in win
Alex Dropkin
Sports Editor

See BEARS, page 7

COURTESY OF AFRIKY LOLO

This year’s Africa Week will conclude with a performance on 
Friday and Saturday nights of “Sundiata: The King of Mali” by St. 
Louis-based West African dance company Afriky Lolo. The African 
Students Association aims to expand students’ views of Africa beyond 
the stereotypes by exposing them to the continent’s rich cultures.  

Lauren Olens
News Editor

africaafricaafrica
WWEEKEEK

Spencer Gay drives past a Case defender in Friday’s victory. The 
Bears clinched the UAA title and an NCAA tournament bid.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

See CLIMATE, page 7

t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  n e w s p a p e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  S t .  L o u i s  s i n c e  e i g h t e e n  s e v e n t y - e i g h t

Find out the top 10 one-hit 
wonders of all time in 
CADENZA, PAGE 5

SSTTUUDENTDENT  LLIIFEFE

The women’s basketball team 
honored its seniors this 
weekend. Read more in
SPORTS, PAGE 8

Professors, are you bored in class? 
Check out STUDLIFE.COM

Senior cites 
survey results, but 
resources may be 

lacking for
proposed course



Truth 
in Numbers

250+

options
Spend your summer in Chicago and choose from more 

than 250 courses to get ahead this fall. You can also 
complete an internship or study abroad.

Summer Sessions at Loyola  LUC.edu/summer

Apply today.

Are You Considering a Career in Health?  

Consider the advantages of earning a 

Master of Public Health (MPH) degree at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is offering 
an exciting opportunity to become a public health professional 
specializing in the prevention and control of disease, 
particularly chronic disease.  

Health and health-related industries are among the fastest-
growing in the nation, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, and those holding Master of Public Health degrees are 
needed in a wide variety of health careers.  

Our MPH degree provides intensive education and training in 
public health approaches to prevention.  Applications are now 
being accepted for the MPH program’s Fall 2010 semester.  For 
more information, visit our website:

www.mph.illinois.edu
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Language Learning and Speaker 
Series Colloquium Workshop
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, 3 p.m.-4 p.m.
Rod Ellis, professor of linguistics, U. of 
Auckland, New Zealand, will present a 
seminar on the topics of “The Defi nition 
and Measurement of Second Language 
Acquisition.” This event is co-sponsored 
by Germanic Languages and Literatures, 
Asian and Near Eastern Languages 
and Literatures, Romance Languages 
and Literatures, the Department of 
Psychology, the Teaching Center and the 
dean of the Faculty of Arts & Sciences. 

Cardiac Bioelectricity & Arrhythmia 
Center seminar
Whitaker Hall 218, 5:30 p.m., 
Jennifer Silva, instructor in pediatric 
cardiology, and Subham Ghosh, 
postdoctoral research associate, of 
Columbia U. College of Physicians 
& Surgeons will present a lecture on 
“ECG Imaging (ECGI) in Pediatrics: 
Congenital Heart Disease and 
Cardiomyopathy.” There will be a 
reception at 5 p.m.

Sophomore to appear on ‘Today in St. Louis’
Washington University sophomore Ira Blau will be appearing on 

“Today in St. Louis” on Friday. Blau, along with two fellow curlers, will 
perform a demonstration of curling at the Steinberg Ice Rink in Forest 
Park during the show.

In the spirit of the Winter Olympics currently being held in 
Vancouver, Canada, KSDK NewsChannel 5 will air a segment to 
promote the sport of curling. The segment will introduce the background 
of curling and have a live demonstration of the game at the Steinberg 
Ice Rink.

“I am trying to start a curling club, along with the other curlers in 
the region, for the St. Louis area,” Blau said. “I hope that there will be 
an offshoot at Wash. U., like a curling club on campus, and that more 
people will get to know and enjoy this sport.”

The segment will be aired between 5:30 a.m. and 8 a.m. on Friday. 
Visit the St. Louis Curling Club blog at http://stlcurling.blogspot.com/ 
to learn more about their initiative. (Sally Wang)

Google takes over Mountain View
Silicon Valley, true to its name, has long been home to high-tech 

company-dominated towns: Hewlett-Packard in Palo Alto, Intel in Santa 
Clara, Apple in Cupertino. Within this hub of high-tech companies 
lies Google, which is planning to recast the company-town model in 
Mountain View. 

Unlike traditional companies, Google is not just leaving physical 
footprints. In addition to announcing its plan to expand along the city’s 
northern edge near the shores of San Francisco Bay this month, Google 
is a part job provider, part philanthropic benefactor, and a soon-to-be 
real-estate developer. Not only has Google put Mountain View on the 
international map by building a citywide free wireless service, it has 
also made a unique partnership with NASA, making the city a stop 
along the virtual route to MARS and the real route to the moon. 

While some appreciate Google’s attempt to innovate the city, 
creating a community feeling that goes beyond the offices, some 
residents feel abrasive towards Google’s proactive dominance, averring 
that Mountain View is not “Google View.” (Re-I Chin)

quoteoftheday
“I guess on a personal level, you 
get really bothered when you’re in 
a class or when you read some-
thing and it generalized an entire 

continent, because when you know 
something is not true or is not the 

whole…truth, it makes you want to 
prove that there’s more.”

Freedom From Smoking Class
Farrell Learning & Teaching Center, Room 
212, 4:30 p.m.
There will be a class titled “Thinking 
About Quitting.” For anyone interested, 
the registration hotline is 362-4928.

Molecular Microbiology & Microbial 
Pathogenesis seminar series
Cori Auditorium, 4565 McKinley Ave., noon
Daniel Goldbery, professor of medicine 
and molecular biology, will present a 
seminar on the “Analysis of Essential 
Proteins in Plasmodium Falciparum.” 

Chance of Snow
High 36

Low 27

weatherforecast

Monday 22

Sophomore Betel Ezaz, talking about her hope that 
generalizations and myths about Africa will lessen as 

a result of Africa Week

Campus

Party Cloudy
High 36

Low 22

National

International
Death toll in Portuguese island mudslide at 40

The death toll for the fatal flash flooding and mudslides on the 
Portuguese island of Madeira is on the rise. As of Sunday, at least 
40 people were killed and 120 others injured.

According to Pedro Barbosa of the Civil Protection Agency, 
approximately 250 people were evacuated from the dangerous 
region. Currently, officials do not know the specific number of 
people missing.

The mudslides and flood damaged roads and home in the 
capital, Funchal, and in Ribeira Brava. Both cities are located on 
the southern portion of the island. The causes of the mudslides 
were concentrated and heavy rains that occurred on Saturday. The 
rains were the worst seen in Madeira since the floods of 1993, 
which resulted in eight deaths.

Madeira is an autonomous region of Portugal. It is part of 
Madeira Islands archipelago located about 600 miles off the 
Portuguese mainland. (Sally Wang)

HALFTIME ENTERTAINMENT HYSTERIA

PHOTOS BY JOHANN QUA HIANSEN | STUDENT LIFE

This weekend’s basketball games included many auxiliary events including the wigging of George 
and Martha Washington, line dancers and several halftime competitions. 



Tuesday with a roundtable 
about the misconceptions about 
Africa and African identity in 
the Western media.

“Tuesday we’re going to be 
talking about the African iden-
tity and how a lot of Africans 
come off to people in society, 
but there’s so much behind the 
culture and continent itself,” 
Salako said.

ASA hopes to connect stu-
dents at Wash. U. to the African 
cultures that many rarely 
experience.

“By discussing identity and 
how people relate to each other, 
it’s a way of humanizing Africa 
and making a personal connec-
tion where people can look at it 
from a different point of view,” 
Vice President of ASA Betel 
Ezaz said.

Salako mentioned that these 
questions about identity apply 
to cultures worldwide and not 
just to Africa.

The Feast for Legends 
will take place on Wednesday. 
Local restaurants will provide 
African food. In addition, ASA 
will screen the documentary 
“Throw Down Your Heart.” 
The fi lm traces banjo player 
Béla Fleck’s trip through 
Africa and uses music to break 
through misconceptions that 
people have about Africa.

A fashion show will put 
African fashions and jewelry 
on display Thursday.

These events may be the 
only opportunity many students 
have to learn about Africa in 
this depth, ASA members said.

“I want [students] to take 
the events as an opportunity to 
get one step out of the comfort 
zone or to learn something that 
you won’t get to experience in 

classes,” Salako said.
ASA wants people to learn 

more about Africa than what 
they see in the media.

“It’s an education too, 
because some people might 
leave here without ever having 
been challenged in what they 
think about Africa in a differ-
ent sense than what they see 
constantly in the news,” Ezaz 
said.

Salako hopes that students 
will learn from the events and 
leave with different visions 
on the African continent and 
people.

“These are things that we 
associate as being part of our 
home and culture…This is 
our way of life, so I defi nitely 
expect people to come with an 
open mind, and I hope they 
take something from it and not 
just leave it as they found it,” 
Salako said. “When they’re 
leaving the fashion show, [I 
hope] that they understand 
that fashion doesn’t stop in 
the western world, and there’s 
amazing beautiful people in 
fashion all over the continent in 
Africa, and it extends beyond 
our borders.”

Ezaz agrees with Salako in 
that she too hopes many stu-
dents learn more about the 
realities of Africa this week. 

“The main thing is kind 
of showing a different view 
of Africa other than the one 
we see of AIDS and starving 
children, because while that is 
defi nitely there, that’s not what 
defi nes Africa as a whole…In 
general, Africans are just very 
happy people and have a very 
rich culture—and there’s not 
just one culture, but it’s how 
they come together,” Ezaz 

said.
Specifi cally, Ezaz hopes 

that the generalizations and 
myths about Africa can be 
broken.

“I guess on a personal level, 
you get really bothered when 
you’re in a class or when you 
read something and it gen-
eralized an entire continent, 

because when you know some-
thing is not true or is not the 
whole…truth, it makes you 
want to prove that there’s 
more,” Ezaz said.

the community as we would’ve 
liked, which I’m assuming is 
due to their busy schedules.”

The freshman experience, 
molded in part by the resi-
dential advisors and WUSAs, 
depends on many factors. The 
success of the WUSA program, 
and even the RA program, var-
ies greatly depending on the 
individual.

“With both programs it 
comes down to the person, 
because there are good and 
bad WUSAs and there are 
good and bad RAs, and the 
position is only as successful 
as the person who carries it,” 
said junior Dithu Rajaraman, 
an RA and a former WUSA. 

“The teamwork of the RA and 
the WUSA is only as effective 
as the camaraderie that the two 
people share.”

Goodman also noted that 
in the coming years, there will 
be a greater focus on the year-
long commitment aspect of the 
WUSA position.

“The program is continu-
ously evolving to better meet 
the needs of the freshmen,” 
Goodman said. “We learn from 
our mistakes and improve for 
the future.”

Current WUSAs shared 
Goodman’s sentiments.

“I can defi nitely see the 

WUSAs having a more active 
role in freshman programming 
and working more closely with 

the RAs,” Witt said.
The application pro-

cess consists of an online 

application form, individ-
ual interview and group 
interview. 
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Amy Bishop, who is 
suspected of killing three 
professors at University 
of Alabama in Huntsville 
(UAH) including Washington 
University alumnus Adriel 
Johnson after she learned she 
did not receive tenure, may 
also have attempted to set 
up a “herpes bomb” on the 
UAH campus, outlets have 
reported.

Several people associated 
with UAH’s biology depart-
ment cautioned the campus 
police that Bishop may have 
put some sort of herpes-
laden device in the science 
building. Associates and 
acquaintances cited Bishop’s 
previous aggressive, vengeful 

conduct and her experience 
with researching the herpes 
virus as major concerns. 

Bishop also wrote an 
unpublished novel in which 
a herpes-like virus spreads 
in a global epidemic, causing 
women to miscarry.

The police, however, have 
not found any evidence of 
such a bomb, and it is unclear 
how such a device would 
work.

While Bishop’s lawyer 
said that Bishop does not 
remember the shootings, 
the police believe that she 
entered the faculty meeting 
with a pre-determined plan 
and a handgun.

Bishop shot and killed 
her brother in 1986, but the 
incident was ruled to be an 
accident, and she was never 
convicted. Testimonials from 
family members, friends 

and fellow faculty suggest 
that she has problems with 
expressing anger normally 
and can be set off by seem-
ingly harmless situations.

Johnson, one of the three 
victims who was killed in the 
shooting, became associate 
professor of biology at UAH 
after graduating from Wash-
ington University in 1979. 

He was chairman of the 
biological sciences depart-
ment at the UAH and focused 
his research on cell biology 
and nutritional physiology.

Johnson was the direc-
tor for the UAH chapter of 
the Alabama Louis Stokes 
Alliance for Minority Par-
ticipation—a scholarship 
program that encouraged 
minority students to further 
their education and attend 
graduate school.

Michelle Merlin
& Lauren Olens
News Editors

Suspect in Alabama shooting believed
to have set ‘herpes bomb’ booby trap

AFRICA from page 1

This year’s Africa Week will conclude with a performance on Friday and Saturday nights of 
“Sundiata: The King of Mali” by St. Louis-based West African dance company Afriky Lolo. The 
African Students Association aims to expand students’ views of Africa beyond the stereotypes by 
exposing them to the continent’s rich cultures.

COURTESY OF AFRIKY LOLO

WUSA from page 1

click it
Further information can be found on the 
Offi ce of Orientation Web site.
 

http://orientation.wustl.edu Lee-Beau WUSA Jose Antonio Sanchez gets excited as the incoming freshman class enters the 
Athletic Complex for Convocation. WUSA applications are due this week.

MATT MITGANG | OFFICE OF ORIENTATION

Student Life will be interviewing all eight of 

the Student Union election candidates later 

this week. If you have a question for any of 

them, e-mail us at e-board@studlife.com.



W
hen I was apply-
ing to colleges, 
I had no idea 
what major I 

would choose. One of the most 
appealing aspects of Washington 
University was its fl exibility; 
there were loose core require-
ments, leaving room for me to 
explore different subjects before 
deciding what I wanted to do 
with my life. The fl exibility was 
especially attractive because 
I was still clueless about what 
direction I would take, aside 
from avoiding pre-med at all 
costs. The deadline to declare 
a major—sophomore year—
seemed vague and distant, and 
hardly even worthy of consider-
ation yet. I eagerly signed up for 
classes in a healthy variety of 
subjects: anthropology, psychol-
ogy, literature, political science, 
legal studies, international and 
area studies, and music. No need 

to specialize; I was milking my 
liberal arts education for all it 
was worth.

At an extended family gath-
ering last week, however, I 
discovered that indecision tends 
to be synonymous with a lack of 
motivation. My uncle smirked 
when I explained that I was still 
unsure about my major. “For all 
that money, you better fi gure it 
out pretty fast,” he told me.

Immediately, the object of 
my panic switched from an 
upcoming anthropology exam 

to my hazy future. I had no plan, 
no career path lined up. What in 
the world did I think I was going 
to accomplish by spreading my 
courses across eight different 
disciplines?

To make matters worse, 
it seemed like all the people 
around me had already mapped 
out their careers. One friend 
had lined up double majors in 
biology and music, followed 
by medical school and a stint 
as a military doctor. Another 
would be a political science 

major, head to law school and 
then prosecute domestic vio-
lence cases. Another would be 
a fi nance major, head to Wall 
Street and get rich. Hey, at least 
he had a plan.

So without a chosen major 
and subsequent career lined up, 
I decided that I must be des-
tined for failure and destitution. 
I panicked. I panicked through-
out my anthropology class, my 
literature class and my interna-
tional politics class. I panicked 
through lunch, through studying 

in the library and through an 
episode of “Weeds.” I panicked 
all the way to Writing 1, where I 
was assigned 10 minutes of free-
writing.

As the only core class 
required by the University, Writ-
ing I had always seemed like 
more of a chore than anything 
else. I resented the class on prin-
ciple because I hadn’t chosen to 
enroll in it. That day, however, 
I was too busy panicking to be 
bothered by principles.

As I stared down at the 

blank sheet of notebook paper, 
I wondered why the University 
would require this class. How 
would 10 minutes of free-writ-
ing address my future? Or lack 
thereof?

So before I started panicking 
again, I started to write. I wrote 
about the fi rst images that came 
to mind, and then the images 
that followed. I wrote about 
what I saw in my head, and then 
what I wanted to see. I wrote 
about the then and the now, 
today and tomorrow.

After 10 minutes, I hadn’t 
written a masterpiece. I hadn’t 
written much at all. I hadn’t 
fi gured out my future. I hadn’t 
lined up a career path or picked 
a major or even narrowed my 
interests. After 10 minutes, my 
notebook page was barely half 
full. But after 10 minutes, I was 
still writing.
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W
henever cam-
pus politics 
make enough 
noise to catch 

the attention of the student 
body, it is usually cause for 
celebration. We tend to believe 
that Student Union recognizes 
this as well. So when that very 
government puts up obstacles 
when a student tries to change 
things, we can only react with 
dismay.

Over the past two weeks, 
Trevor Mattea has sought 
signatures for nine pro-
posed amendments to SU’s 
constitution. Some of these 
amendments include allow-
ing undergraduate students 
who are abroad to vote in 
elections and run for offi ce, 
and allowing the president to 
propose the general budget. 
Mattea has already collected 
well over the 900 signatures 
that are required to put these 
amendments on the ballot in 
the upcoming SU elections. 
But an anonymous grievance 

lodged against Mattea alleges 
that his methods of collect-
ing these signatures violate 
constitution protocol. Should 
the majority of the fi ve judges 
on the Constitutional Council 
rule against him on Tuesday, 
his proposal will be dead in 
the water.

The grievance submitted 
to the council does not elabo-
rate on the nature of Mattea’s 
alleged infraction. Mattea said 
that Associate Justice Justin 
Taylor, a sophomore,  wrote 
in an e-mail that the hearing 
will answer the question of  
when a signature on a petition 
to amend the constitution is 
valid. Additionally, the hear-
ing will determine if a petition 
proposing a body of consti-
tutional amendments signed 
by 15 percent of the constitu-
ency of Student Union must be 
voted on as one unit or if the 
amendments can be voted on 
separately.

These are legitimate ques-
tions. As Americans we take 

some pride in the rigorous 
discourse that any change to 
our constitution entails. But 
we fear in this student-gov-
ernment case, undue regard 
for procedure might strangle 
much-needed reform.

The argument appears to 
be that since Mattea intends 
to try each measure indepen-
dently, he should have sought 
signatures for each amend-
ment. Or, conversely, that his 
amendments currently deserve 
only one referendum.

The student judges have 
the responsibility to ensure 
that Mattea’s amendments 
see the light of day. But such 
an outcome is by no means 
promised. The court could 
very well decide to have Mat-
tea’s initiatives summarily 
rejected. An individual stu-
dent trying to enact change of 
such magnitude within SU is 
unprecedented, and preventing 
these proposed changes from 
going on the ballot would cre-
ate a dangerous precendent. 

It would have been practi-
cally impossible for Mattea to 
have gathered the 8,100 sig-
natures needed for his nine 
amendments. We can presume 
that a defeat for Mattea will 
discourage such bold attempts 
in the future. It therefore 
strikes us as oddly self-defeat-
ing that SU, a group long 
plagued by the apathy of its 
community, might smother the 
only issue in recent memory 
about which 15 percent of 
people demonstrably care. The 
message it would send to Mat-
tea’s 900, and to the student 
body at large, is potentially 
dangerous: SU doesn’t care 
what you think. For his part, 
Mattea is confi dent he fol-
lowed the rules.

“I think I did everything 
honestly, and my arguments 
are sound. To the degree that 
this is something vague, I 
think the council should err on 
the side of the students,” Mat-
tea said.

We couldn’t agree more.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Constitutional Council: Rule in favor of students 

The malaise of future careers
Kate Marcal
Staff Columnist 

A
s a lifelong resi-
dent of St. Louis, 
I have very mixed 
feelings about 

the city. While I think it is 
a nice place to raise a fam-
ily, I’ll admit that it is not the 
most exciting place to be a 
student. Still, the STL has its 
gems, and while it may not 
be as easy to fi nd an excit-
ing day in St. Louis as it is 
in New York City, it can be 
done. As a native, I know that 
many Wash. U. students do 
not take full advantage of all 
that St. Louis has to offer. For 
example, few of my friends 
have actually been to the 
City Museum, truly one of 
the coolest and most excit-
ing attractions in the city, or 
the Midwest for that mat-
ter. Students are somewhat to 
blame for this defi cit of expe-
rience, but it is also due to the 
fact that many features of St. 
Louis are not well publicized 
in the Wash. U. community. 
In addition, many of the city’s 
attractions are neither cheap 
nor easy to access through 
public transportation. This is a 
problem that I believe can be 
fi xed. I propose that Wash. U. 
start an organization dedicated 
to fostering the ability of its 
students to get out and enjoy 
the city.

Such an organization 
would tackle both the issues 
of publicizing attractions and 
activities, and of easing the 
logistics, allowing students to 
enjoy them. An example of a 
service the organization might 
provide is an informational 
service, perhaps in the form 
of a magazine or e-mail list, 
detailing places to go, things 
to do, and how to do them. In 
addition to providing informa-
tion, the organization could 
help lower the organizational 
and fi nancial diffi culties of 
certain activities. Basically by 
buying in bulk and through 
subsidization, the organiza-
tion could offer discounts on 
everything from Cardinals and 
Blues tickets, to attraction and 
museum entry fees, to con-
tracting with a taxi company 
for discounts or subsidized 

rides.
While this organization 

would do work that is cur-
rently done in bits and pieces 
by the intricate blend of stu-
dent activities, clubs, and 
Student Union structure at 
Wash. U., there would be 
advantages to centraliza-
tion. The fi rst advantage is 
the one mentioned above, 
the ability to buy in bulk and 
save money. Another advan-
tage would be the ease with 
which students could use the 
resource. Instead of keeping 
tabs on an enormous num-
ber of clubs and class council 
events and opportunities, stu-
dents could instead enjoy a 
one-stop shop for St. Louis 
fun. Imagine walking into an 
offi ce on campus and 10 min-
utes later walking out with a 
dinner recommendation, low-
priced tickets to a Cardinals 
game, and discounted passes 
to a nightclub after the game. 
I would certainly visit that 
offi ce almost every weekend. 

Now comes the ques-
tion of how this organization 
could come into existence. 
There are several ways that 
I could see this happening. 
The fi rst, and probably best, 
option would be for SU to 
sponsor the creation of such 
an offi ce. SU has the neces-
sary funding and know-how 
to promote such a program. 
Another option would be for 
Wash. U. to set up an offi cial 
program that would accom-
plish the goals that I have laid 
out. A fi nal option would be a 
student-run business through 
the Student Entrepreneur-
ial Program (StEP) similar to 
Wydown Water and UTruck-
ing. While such a business 
would be unlikely to subsidize 
students’ St. Louis adventures, 
it could still provide a number 
of services useful to students 
and could earn a profi t at the 
same time. I hope the people 
involved in these organizations 
take the time to think about 
how valuable such a program 
could be to the Wash. U. com-
munity, and consider taking 
steps toward starting one.

B
BM (BlackBerry 
messenger) just 
might be the most 
frequently used 

word that doesn’t show up in 
a classic dictionary. BBM is 
used as a verb (as in “I just 
BBMed her”), a noun (“Did 
you get my BBM?”) and even 
an adjective (“I’m her BBM 
friend”)–because simply being 
her friend is clearly not enough. 
As an iPhone user, I can’t help 
but think that the frenzy sur-
rounding the BlackBerry and 
infamous BBM only compli-
cates the lives of its die-hard 
fans.

Yes, for the stalker in all 
of us, it is very appealing to 
think that we might know if 
the recipient of our text has 

read the message. But what 
about the fl ip side? Many of my 
BlackBerry-addicted friends 
are caught in a battle between 
opening the text they so desper-
ately want to read, and knowing 
that upon reading it they will 
be forced to respond. Is it not 
enough to intuitively know that 
everyone reads some texts and 
waits hours to respond? Black-
Berry users have gone a step 
further to confi rm their great-
est suspicions about the boys 
who don’t reciprocate their love 
or the girls who don’t want to 
hang out.

BBM creators have found a 
way to even further intertwine 
users’ lives with technology. 
That we are already a phone-
obsessed generation doesn’t 
give BlackBerry owners any 
reason to doubt their BBM life-
line, but the nearly unbreakable 
attachment between the phones 

and their doting users goes fur-
ther than the typical criticism of 
technology-dependent college 
students.

Like with any other trend, 
many buy the BlackBerry 
because it seems that every-
one else owns one. Specifi cally 
at Wash. U., the network of 
BlackBerries is growing, and 
while only a few years ago 
many might have been confused 
when confronted with “send me 
your pin,” today this request 
wouldn’t faze even those who 
haven’t converted to the Black-
Berry world. The BlackBerry is 
infectious, and, most notably on 
a college campus, texting is no 
longer enough.

“I think sometimes it’s a 
social status-type thing,” said 
sophomore and BBM user 
Helen Bogen. “At lunch one 
day, we were comparing how 
many BBM friends we had. I 

felt like a loser because I only 
had 50.” 

At this rate, the day when 
BBM is the only socially 
acceptable mode of communi-
cation may not be far off. “It’s 
easier!” BBMers tell me. “And 
you can see the entire conver-
sation!” But I’m not convinced 
the convenience is worth the 
added complication. So to all of 
you who are tempted and sense 
yourselves slipping toward 
the BlackBerry for your next 
phone purchase, remember this: 
Maybe you’re feeling out of the 
BBM loop, but unless you want 
your private communication 
tracked by your overzealous 
friends, it may not be a loop you 
want any part of.

Alissa is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. She can be reached via 
e-mail at arrotbla@wustl.edu.

Alissa Rotblatt
Forum Editor

Kate is a freshman in Arts & 
Sciences. She can be reached via 
e-mail at kemarcal@wustl.edu.
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The BlackBerry 
is taking over WU

Andrew is a sophomore in Engi-
neering. He can be reached via 
e-mail at ayg1@cec.wustl.edu.

Andrew Gottlieb
Staff Columnist

What if WU had 

a concierge desk?



The one-hit wonder is an 
essential component of our 
musical childhood. When 
one of these classics blares 
through the speakers, it’s 
inevitable that you and your 
friends will scream and shout: 
“Oh my God, remember this 
song? It was my favorite 
forever!” To rank the great-
est one-hit wonders of the 
1990s—which was essentially 
the decade of our childhood—
we must fi rst establish the 
guidelines. For all intents and 
purposes, and for the sake of 
expediency, a one-hit wonder 
is fi rst a song that soared to 
the top of the U.S. Billboard 
chart. And second, the group 
or artist who made this won-
der has not released another 
song that came close to such 
prominence in our musical 
memory.

The requirements are 
vague, I know, but the beauty 
of the one-hit wonder is that 
everyone knows it when they 
hear it. Odds are you cannot 
name another song by the fol-
lowing singers, and if you can 
it’s probably only because 
you bought the CD (or tape 
cassette) that featured the 
wonder. And with that intro-
duction, let’s take a look at the 
top 10 one-hit wonders of the 
1990s.

10. ‘What Is Love,’ Hadd-
away (1993)

This song became an 
instant dance party fixture, 
rising to No. 11 on the U.S. 
Billboard Hot 100. The popu-
larity of the “Saturday Night 
Live” film “A Night at the 
Roxbury” also boosted its 
wondrousness. Nowadays, 
when this jam blasts through 
the amps, it’s a natural reflex 
to do the sideways head-
bang.

9. ‘Barbie Girl,’ Aqua 
(1997)

It’s not that I like this 
song…it’s just that any kid 
who grew up in the ’90s 
knows most of the words to 
it (I raise my hand in embar-
rassment). This eternal 
classic epitomizes one of the 
central tenets of the one-hit 
wonder: a catchy hook that 
the girls love and the boys 
love to hate. Either way, 
there’s no denying this song’s 
presence on this list.

8. ‘Torn,’ Natalie Imbrug-
lia (1997)

This unforgettable song 
failed to reach higher than No. 
42 on the Billboard charts, 
but for good reason. “Torn” 
was not made available in CD 
format right away, and at the 
time the charts excluded songs 
played only on the airwaves. 
Nevertheless, we will never 
forget the classic line from the 
masterpiece…something about 
“lying naked on the fl oor” or 
whatever.

7. ‘No Rain,’ Blind Melon 
(1992)

Technically, Blind Melon 
released one other popular 
song in the early part of the 
decade, but “No Rain” makes 
the cut for two reasons. First, 
I said the guidelines were 
hazy, so don’t rag on me for 
this. And second, this song is 
a million times more memo-
rable than that other one. This 
track might bring me back the 
most to the earliest parts of my 
radio-music childhood, with 
the peaceful guitar strums over 
the smooth lyrics combining to 
make one of the greatest one-
hit wonders of the ’90s.

6. ‘Mambo No. 5,’ Lou 
Bega (1999)

I dare you to fi nd someone 
around our age who doesn’t 
remember this jam. No doubt 
most of us can still recite 
Bega’s continuous name-

dropping. The catchy hook and 
mambo-infused instrumental 
guaranteed the makings of an 
instant classic he could never 
match. “Mambo No. 5” peaked 
at No. 3 on the U.S. Billboard 
Hot 100, with no other Bega 
song reaching the top 70.

5. ‘Macarena,’ Los Del Río 
(1995)

This track was undoubtedly 
captivating, but what made the 
Spanish jam so memorable and 
infl uential was the accompany-
ing dance. A simple step with 
minimal limb movements, the 
“Macarena” became perhaps 
the most popular dance of the 
1990s. Reaching the top of the 
charts across the globe, this 
’90s song serves as a cultural 
icon and a benchmark for pop-
ular dance to this day.

4. ‘Ice Ice Baby,’ Vanilla 
Ice (1990)

That this song was the fi rst 
hip-hop track to reach the pin-
nacle of the Billboard Hot 100 
chart says it all. Vanilla Ice 

actually released other songs 
that rose near the top of the 
rankings, but the passage of 
time has revealed the true leg-
acy of the rapper. The lyrics 
are clever, the instrumental is 
catchy (a sample of Queen and 
David Bowie’s “Under Pres-
sure”), and that a white dude 
named Robert Van Winkle 
knew how to rap is a wonder 
in itself.

3. ‘I’m Too Sexy,’ Right 
Said Fred (1992)

This classic is far too sexy 
for so many things that it may 
be too sexy for this list. Here’s 
a catalog of the things that the 
group is too sexy for: my love, 
New York, my shirt, Japan, 
my car, Milan, your party, 
my hat, my cat and—most 
incredibly—the song itself. 
This one-hit wonder topped the 
charts and still reveals fl ashes 
of brilliance these days by 
becoming the standard runway 
model background song.

2. ‘Jump Around,’ House 
of Pain (1992)

This is actually my favor-
ite song of the entire list, 
and is one of the few one-hit 
wonders of the 1990s that 
I actively search for in my 
iTunes library. The instru-
mental is one of the greatest 
beats I have ever heard. I 
first thought that the scream-
ing noise in the background 
would annoy me after a 

while, but after 18 years, I 
have yet to tire of it. “Jump 
Around” also transformed 
into a one-hit wonder with its 
lyrically demanded directions 
to jump around during the 
chorus, and to this day all lis-
teners instinctively give in to 
the command.

1. ‘Tubthumping,’ Chum-
bawamba (1997)

There are just so many 
memorable elements in this 
timeless masterpiece. The lyr-
ics are unforgettable, such as 
“I get knocked down, but I 
get up again” and “Pissing the 
night away.” The instrumental 
blends many sounds—horns, 
guitar, synthesizers and the 
vocals, to name a few—that 
operate perfectly together. 
And during our childhood the 
chorus seemed to epitomize 
the pre-adolescent angst we 
thought we had. “Tubthump-
ing” is a song for dancing 
crazy, a jam that helped us to 
rebel, and the ultimate one-hit 
wonder of the 1990s.
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I just fi nished playing a Japa-
nese RPG (role-playing game). 
It’s the story of a troubled amne-
siac, and a precocious girl who 
thinks that anything is possible—
if only he’d just believe. The 
quasi-pseudo-real-time battle 
system can only be described 
as a seizure-inducing numbers-
gasm, and it clocks in at over 80 
hours thanks to dungeons that 
can only be accessed after eight 
fetch quests and a month’s worth 
of grinding to defeat. It’s brilliant, 
and it’s called “Final Fantasy 
SNII: Fantabulous Backsidal 
Attackillis.”

…And I’m spent. Even I 
think it’s become far too easy 
to poke fun at Japanese RPGs. 
Considering that the genre’s fi n-
est examples all date from before 
the turn of the century, it’s hard 
to label the genre as anything but 
stagnant. But while the East is 
seemingly frozen in time, West-
ern developers haven’t been shy 
in kicking butt and taking risks 
with their own brand of RPGs. 
Here’s a few reasons why they’re 
worth playing.

What sets the two types of 
games apart is the West’s greatest 
export: freedom. Western RPGs 
stay true to their name by actu-
ally giving players the chance 
to develop a character and play 
a role in the story. When I cre-
ate a new Jedi in “Knights of 
the Old Republic,” I know that 
Lance Uppercut is unmistak-
ably my character. Just like me, 
he’s a lover, not a fi ghter, which 
explains why I’ve maxed out 
his charisma. Also like me, he’s 
a saint who regularly travels the 
galaxy, reuniting orphan families 
and raking in Light Side points 
like leaves.

But the sagacious Master 
Uppercut senses fear and anger in 
a party member who is currently 

aligned with the Dark Side. 
Being a charismatic saint has 
its moments, and I have access 
to special conversation options 
that allow me to convince her to 
see the Light. More chats reveal 
that she is Force-sensitive, and 
I eagerly begin training her in 
the way of the Jedi; it’s not long 
before I swap out her dull vibro-
blade for a deadly lightsaber. 

As the story nears its conclu-
sion, it’s clear that the ultimate 
fate of the galaxy lies in Lance 
Uppercut’s hands. Though the 
Dark Side’s power is tempting, 
I still choose to save the galaxy 
from the Sith menace. The gal-
axy is at peace, for now, but I 
know it’s only a matter of time 
until I return with Bruce Round-
house and slaughter millions of 
puppies in the name of becoming 
the new Sith Lord.

Japanese RPGs, unlike their 
Western counterparts, set out 
to tell a static story about static 
characters. When the only thing I 
can choose about my characters 
is their magicks, I can’t help but 
feel that I’m only along for the 
ride. No amount of sphere grid 
customization will change Tidus 
from a nasal Meg Ryan knockoff 
with daddy issues to an actually 
likeable protagonist. Question-
able character design aside, most 
Japanese RPGs don’t allow the 
player to infl uence the story 
or its characters in meaningful 
ways, and the result is something 
more akin to movies than games. 
Conversely, by giving players 
freedom, Western RPGs tap into 
gaming’s defi ning quality as a 
medium—interactivity—to make 
their stories relevant to the player.

“I don’t care,” you say. “I 
bawled at the end of ‘FFX.’” I’ve 
heard it all before. I used to date 
one of you. She played entries 
VII-XII of “Final Fantasy,” and 
she’s crazy—evidenced by the 
fact that she kept on playing the 
same game with different coats 
of paint.

Yes, Japanese RPGs set 
themselves apart from one 
another with different settings, 
characters and battle systems, but 
is that enough? Almost all games 
in the genre follow the famil-
iar structure of town, side quest, 
dungeon, boss and cutscene. Five 
straight “Final Fantasy” games 
all used variations of Square’s 
patented Active Time Battle 
system, and 11 of the 13 games 
resorted to using random battles. 
It’s been quite some time since 
the JRPG has seen legitimate 
change.

Things are different in the 
Wild West, where developers 
have successfully shoehorned 
RPG elements into every genre 
imaginable. The result is a num-
ber of games that differ in far 
more than just setting and com-
bat system. Take “Deus Ex” and 
“Fallout 3” as examples—both 
are FPS (fi rst-person shooter)/
RPG hybrids, but the two share 
almost nothing else in common. 
The former is a linear shooter 
designed to let players tackle sit-
uations in a myriad of ways, and 
the latter is a non-linear romp 
with an emphasis on exploration 
and nihilistic choices, like nuk-
ing a town.

The sprawl of the Western 
RPG includes everything from 
the cathartic and click-tastic 
“Diablo” series to the dark and 
dialogue-heavy cult classic “Pla-
nescape: Torment.” It’s the genre 
that somehow has room for the 
top-down tactical combat of 
“Dragon Age: Origins” and the 
third-person shootouts of “Mass 
Effect 2.” Perhaps it’s a sign of 
the times that “Dragon Age” won 
several Game of the Year awards 
in 2009, and “Mass Effect 2” is 
already this year’s favorite for 
the same award.

For the record, I’m partially 
playing devil’s advocate. I usu-
ally cite “Chrono Trigger” as my 
favorite game of all time, though 
it holds a special place in my 
heart mainly because it subverts 
the tired clichés and contrived 
mechanics of the JRPG. Even 
Square Enix has felt the winds of 
change, and countless fans were 
shocked when they discovered 
that “Final Fantasy XIII” has no 
towns. But the changes may be 
too little, too late. The constantly 
evolving Western RPG, with its 
maturing emphasis on player 
choice, offers a more rewarding 
experience across a variety of 
genres. Manifest destiny is call-
ing—go play an RPG from my 
favorite hemisphere.

Michael Yang
Cadenza Reporter

I put on my robe 
and wizard hat

There are a lot of things in 
life that I am passionate about, 
but few get my blood boil-
ing as much as the fi ght over 
which type of role-playing 
game (RPG) is better. You see, 
there are the classic Japanese 
role-playing games (JRPGs), 
and then there are Western 
role-playing games (WRPGs). 
Games included in the JRPG 
section are the “Final Fantasy” 
series, the “Zelda” series, 
“Kingdom Hearts,” “Dragon 
Quest,” “Pokémon,” “Chrono 
Trigger” and many more. On 
the WRPG side are “Mass 
Effect,” “Oblivion,” “Fallout 
3,” the “Diablo series,” “Bal-
dur’s Gate” and “Knights of 
the Old Republic.” My friends 
and I argue about which is bet-
ter at least once a month, and 
I think it is time I wrote down 
my side. If you want to read 
the counterpoint, please see 
Mr. Yang’s article, but if you 
want to really know which 
type of game is better, please 
read on.

One of the major differ-
ences that helps classify JRPG 
versus WRPG is the linear-
ity of the story. WRPG stories 
are very nonlinear, and JRPG 
stories are linear. I actually 
enjoy this linearity. A linear 
story line lets you see all that 
the game has to offer in one 
go. You start the game, events 
happen in a certain sequence, 
usually tons of extras are 
unlocked that you can either 
get or not get, you beat the 
game, and you are done, hav-
ing had the chance to see 
everything in the game. This 
is great! I don’t want to play 
a game that makes me play 
through multiple times just so 
that I can unlock all the fun 
extras. I honestly don’t have 
the time. I basically have to 
play each WRPG about 50 
times to create 50 slightly dif-
ferent main characters that 
each lead me to unlockables 
that aren’t that fun in the fi rst 
place.

Some people say that the 
JRPG’s linearity makes it hard 
for the gamers to connect to 
their characters. My response: 
Have you played a decent 
JRPG? Have you ever gone 
through “Final Fantasy VII” 
and not teared up at the end of 
disc 1? Have you made it to 
the end of “Final Fantasy X” 

and not felt yourself die a little 
after you see what happens? 
JRPGs normally have amaz-
ing story lines.

Let’s take a classic, “Final 
Fantasy VII,” which has, in 
my opinion, one of the best 
story lines ever written for a 
game. This was a story line 
so powerful that you felt in 
tune with Cloud as you made 
your way through this amaz-
ing game. You felt compelled 
to save the world from the 
evil that was Sephiroth. Has 
there ever been a memora-
ble WRPG fi nal boss? I can 
only think of the fi nal battle 
in “Diablo,” but the game 
is named after him, so that 
doesn’t really count. Sephiroth 
of “Final Fantasy VII” will be 
imprinted in my memory until 
I die because the story line 
was so powerful.              

And then there’s gameplay. 
In JRPGs a player normally 
has to level up the character to 
gain certain stats (exceptions 
are “Final Fantasy Tactics” 
and “Final Fantasy VII,” 
among others). In WRPGs, 
you usually get to pick which 
skills and abilities your char-
acter is going to earn with 
each successive level (think 
“Dungeons & Dragons”), but 
I actually don’t enjoy this con-
trol. Every game is different, 
so I don’t know which skill 
sets I will need for WRPGs. 
This really makes me mad 
because I usually end up blow-
ing critical skill points on stuff 
that I don’t end up needing. 
With a JRPG, I level up and 
I get a new set of stats prede-
termined by the game. I love 
this because it takes less time, 
and I can’t really screw up my 
characters. ’Nuff said.

There is also the issue of 

balanced parties. In a lot of 
JRPGs, you can put multiple 
characters in your party from 
different character types, such 
as fi ghters, mages, healers 
and so forth. In WRPGs I usu-
ally end up being stuck with 
one character who, because 
I normally play as a fi ghter, 
can never quite heal himself 
fast enough. You can hire non-
player characters (NPCs) in 
WRPGs, but they are usually 
ineffective.

Some people complain 
that the gameplay in JRPGs 
is the same across the board. 
Statements like these lack 
knowledge and call upon false 
stereotypes. Just look within 
the “Final Fantasy” series, 
and you will see a plethora 
of gameplay types and story 
lines. Yes, the battle menu 
has stayed consistent over the 
years, but little else has. They 
all have different battle styles, 
summons are always called 
in different ways, the ways 
that you unlock abilities are 
drastically different, and all of 
the games just have different 
feels to them. I am sorry, but 
switching from “Morrowind” 
to “Oblivion,” all I noticed 
was a graphics update.

Finally, JRPGs make up 
some of the most respected 
games today. “Final Fantasy 
VII,” “Deus Ex” and “Ocarina 
of Time”—all three of these 
games have been declared the 
best games on their respective 
consoles countless times. 

In conclusion, just remem-
ber that linearity is good, 
that JRPGs have some of the 
best story lines ever, and that 
WRPG gameplay can’t com-
pare to the amazing gameplay 
of JRPGs. Have fun saving the 
world!

I always wear
my hair like this

Paul Dohmen
Cadenza Reporter

A case for Western RPGs A case for Japanese RPGs

“Mass Effect 2” is the latest and greatest action RPG from 
prolifi c Canadian developer BioWare.

COURTESY OF ELECTRONIC ARTS

COURTESY OF SQUARE ENIX

“Final Fantasy X-2,” which only has female playable 
characters, won over skeptical fans with its dynamic remix of 
the Active Time Battle system.

Billy Chapman
Cadenza Reporter

Top 10 one-hit wonders
of the 1990s



Face it: Snow can suck, 
and that’s not just the Flo-
ridian in me talking. It’s not 
only cold, but it’s also haz-
ardously slippery, it melts 
into slush, and it looks nasty 
after a few days. Unfor-
tunately, this is St. Louis, 
which means we could be 
done with snow for the 
year or it may still be hit-
ting us in April. So I guess 
we should be prepared to 
make the best of it. There 
are a few St. Louis traditions 
that embrace the white win-
ter flurries and even get you 
off campus when you have 
cabin fever.

First, there’s ice skating 
in Forest Park at the Stein-
berg Rink. Located at the 
back of Forest Park toward 
the School of Medicine, the 
rink offers a city park skat-
ing experience that rivals 
ice skating in Central Park. 
The snow-covered land-
scape and the Central West 
End buildings that peek over 
the trees create a gorgeous 
view as you swirl around 
the rink. During the winter, 
the rink is open seven days a 
week: 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday and 10 
a.m.-midnight on Friday and 
Saturday. It costs $6.50 to 
skate and $3 to rent skates. 
To get to the rink, take 
MetroLink to the Central 
West End, and cross back 

over Kingshighway to the 
park. The café at Steinberg 
offers food and hot chocolate 
to warm you up. If you get 
a group of friends together 
to go skating, I guarantee 
it’ll be a good time, despite 
the 8-year-olds who will do 
triple salchows while you’re 
falling on your butt.

Aside from ice skating, 
there’s also the long-held 
tradition of sledding on Art 
Hill. The aptly named Art 
Hill is the big slope in front 
of the art museum in Forest 
Park. Whenever there are a 
few good inches of powder, 
the hill is perfect for sled-
ding. For decades, people of 
all ages have ditched class 
and work to head to the hill, 
so I recommend getting there 
fairly early in the day so 
you’re not left with an icy, 
muddy sledding experience. 
The bonus to this activity is 
that it’s absolutely free. And 
if you don’t have a legiti-
mate sled handy, you have 
an opportunity to be innova-
tive. Pointers Pizza boxes 
are always a good option, 
but they’re normally only 
good for a few runs. I’ve 
also heard food trays or large 
garbage can lids work well, 
especially when the under-
side is spread with Pam or 
some other cooking spray.

So, can snow suck? Yes. 
But now you’ll be pre-
pared with something to do 
the next time you just can’t 
stand staying inside anymore 
trying to wait it out.

"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend

WILLIAMS PHARMACY
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21 Questions With

Patrick McLean
If you’ve ever been studying on campus late at night, you’ve probably seen members of Bear Patrol in their neon vests. 

Student Life sat down to talk to sophomore Patrick McLean, a member of Bear Patrol, about his job.

Wei-Yin Ko
Scene Reporter

Kristen Klempert
Scene Events Columnist

1. What is your name?
Patrick McLean.

2: Whatʼs your job on campus? 
I am a driver for Bear Patrol.

3. So what exactly is Bear Patrol? 
Bear Patrol gives students rides from anywhere to anywhere else on campus.

4. What kind of program is it? 
It is a work-study program coordinated by the police 

department.

5. Exactly how much police involvement is there in the 
program? 

There is quite a bit. Well, not the police directly.

6. How so? 
Basically we wait for the dispatcher, who answers 

the requests for 
students, to give us the location to drive to.

7. How many students are involved in this program? 
There are 15 students participating.

8. Do you know how the program started?
No, I do not.

9. This seems like a tough job. When exactly are the times for the Patrol?
It is from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m., all seven days of the week.

10. How long is each shift?
Each shift is two hours.

11. What is the pay like?
It is $8.25 per hour.

12. So what type of vehicle do you drive?
I drive a golf cart.

13. Those look pretty cool. Is it fun to drive the golf cart?
Not really, it is pretty slow.

14. Have you ever run into any complications during your shift?
Nope. None at all.

15. How long have you worked at Bear Patrol?
Since the beginning of this year.

16. So far, how popular is the program among 
students?

It is fairly popular…We get calls pretty much 
every night of the week. 

17. Around what time is the patrol most requested?
It is usually the most popular in the last shift, from 

around [midnight] to 2 a.m.

18. What do you do during free time when you are on the shift?
I usually do my homework, but you can do anything you 

want as long as you stay in Whispers while you are on the shift.

19. What is the largest number of requests you have gotten in one shift?
I have gotten fi ve people in one night.

20. Do you like your job?
Yeah! It is good.

21. Would you recommend this job to others?
Defi nitely.

the haps:

let it 
snow, 
snow, 
snow

what where when
Political Science Student Association Trivia 

Night: A group trivia night to benefi t College 
Bound. There will be great prizes, great fun 
and free burritos for the fi rst 30 people who 
show up. Register your team at wustltrivia@

gmail.com. $5 donation per person. 

ʻ90s Night at the Contemporary Art 
Museum: A night of free drinks, food and 

music from 1991-1994. Get nostalgic about 
your childhood.

THIN: An art exhibit that deals with our cul-
tureʼs idealization of being thin and how that 

affects real women.

Trivia Titan: Free trivia on Tuesdays with 
great prizes for the top teams and the best 
happy hour prices in Clayton on food and 

drinks.

Feb. 27, 7 p.m.-9 
p.m.

Feb. 25,
6 p.m.-9 p.m.

Tuesdays, 7 p.m.

Mallinckrodt Center

Contemporary Art 
Museum, 

3750 Washington 
Blvd.

UM-St. Louis Art 
Gallery 210,

1 University Drive at 
Natural Bridge Road

J. Buck s̓ in Clayton,
101 S. Hanley Rd.

Tuesdays-
Saturdays,

11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(through March 20)



Junior Kate Gaertner was 
named editor in chief of Stu-
dent Life for the 2010-2011 
school year. The announce-
ment was made Saturday at 
the annual banquet held by 
Washington University Stu-
dent Media Inc. (WUSMI), 
whose board oversees Stu-
dent Life.

Gaertner is currently 
studying abroad in Dublin, 
Ireland, and was notified 
of her selection in a Skype 
conversation held from the 
Moonrise Hotel on the Del-
mar Loop. Gaertner’s tenure 
as editor will begin April 1 
and she will work with her 
new senior staff to manage 
the paper from abroad.

As editor in chief, 
Gaertner will bear the respon-
sibility of hiring Student Life 
staff, supervisiing newspaper 
production and making all 
executive decisions.

Gaertner has been 
involved with Student Life 
since her freshman year in 
2007. Prior to being named 
editor in chief, Gaertner 
served as senior Forum edi-
tor and a staff columnist for 
the Forum section.

Gaertner is majoring in 
both English and Ameri-
can culture studies, with a 
minor in economics, and is a 
National Merit Scholar. She 
is one of the founding mem-
bers of Drop Knowledge, a 
cultural magazine staffed by 
students at the University. 
During her semester abroad 
in Dublin, Gaertner is writ-
ing for the news section of 
Trinity College’s campus 
newspaper. 

Gaertner was happy to 
have received the position. 
She said she is looking for-
ward to next year. 

“I was really thrilled. I’m 
just really excited,” she said. 
“I realized all of the things 
I feel like Student Life can 
do, and the entire application 
process makes me more and 
more excited.”

Gaertner sees journalism 
as a key component of the 
University community. 

“I think that journalism 
at its core is about connect-
ing people,” she said. “I 
want Student Life to have a 
central role in the Univer-
sity community. Next year, 
I want to become closer to 
students and student groups. 
I want the paper to be some-
thing that people can rally 
around.”

One of Gaertner’s main 
goals is to create positions 
within each of the sections 
charged with pushing online 

and multimedia content.
“I would like to see 

every section have an editor 
working with online and mul-
timedia content exclusively,” 
she said. “We’re moving into 
a new era of journalism. We 
have the opportunity to do 
some cool things with new 
journalism.”

Additionally, Gaertner 
wants the newspaper to be a 
forum for students.

“Student journalism can 
be a good testing ground for 
new ideas,” she said. “I’m 
looking forward to every-
one’s unique perspectives to 
come through.”

WUSMI’s board of direc-
tors selected Gaertner on 
Saturday based on her appli-
cation, an interview with 
student members of the 
staff, and an interview with 
the board.

Junior Perry Stein, the 
current editor in chief, is 
enthusiastic about Gaertner’s 
selection.

“Kate did great things to 
help the forum section grow, 
and I know she will do the 
same for the paper as a whole 
as editor in chief,” Stein 
said. “I am very excited that 
she will be leading the staff 

next year, and I’m glad to 
that I will have the opportu-
nity to work with her again 
next year.” 

In addition to announc-
ing the editor in chief, the 
board also awarded the 
Gregory M. Freeman Award 
for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Journalism to senior 
Sam Guzik, current direc-
tor of new media and former 
editor in chief. This award 
recognizes an individual’s 
significant contributions to 
the quality of Student Life 
and its service to the Uni-
versity community. Those 
reading the applications for 
the award considered pro-
moting journalistic values 
as among the most important 
traits of an award winner.

The Board also awarded 
the Gregory M. Freeman 
award for Excellence in Jour-
nalism to both senior Dennis 
Sweeney, a current managing 
editor, and junior Brittany 
Meyer, the current design 
chief. This award recognizes 
outstanding contributions 
that appeared in the paper. 
Judges looked for applicants 
to demonstrate witty writing, 
strong reporting and effec-
tive visual storytelling.

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
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ACROSS
1 Surgery marks
6 “Hawaii Five-O”

setting
10 Heist target
14 Sully
15 Whirled, as a top
16 Opposite of

windward
17 Impressive

display
18 Kids’ plastic brick

maker
19 “What’s in a

__?”: Juliet
20 Sales agent,

briefly
21 Dangerously

uncontrollable
type

24 Taken by a
shoplifter

26 Pub order
27 Weekly dress-

down times
34 Requests
36 More than asks
37 Detroit-based

labor gp.
38 Supportive sound

from the crowd
40 Sidekick
41 Best-seller list

datum
43 Sch. near Harvard
44 Ukrainian

seaport
47 Dover flatfish
48 Music genre

heard in
elevators

51 Slithery swimmer
52 Letter-shaped

shoe fastener
55 Chemically

treated tresses
61 Gallery display
62 All done
63 Honey spirits
64 Still-life fruit
66 Whimper
67 Puzzle with only

one way out
68 Old anesthetic
69 Artist Warhol
70 Greek god of war
71 Cowboy’s rope

DOWN
1 Clear-night

twinklers
2 Insertion symbol
3 Causes of 

in-flight “bumps”

4 Protein synthesis
molecule, for
short

5 Salon dos
6 Norway’s 

capital
7 Gibbons, e.g.
8 Extremely big
9 It may direct you

to skip, draw
two, or reverse

10 Forbidden
11 Astronaut

Shepard
12 Nautilus captain
13 “Peachy-__!”
22 “Movin’ __”: “The

Jeffersons”
theme

23 Elite invitee
roster

25 Cut with a
surgical beam

28 European peaks,
to Pierre

29 “It’s the __ I can
do”

30 Spurious
31 Celebrity

signatures
32 Southern

pronoun
33 Popeye’s __’

Pea
34 Very top

35 Denomination of
Islam

39 Wimbledon’s
official
timekeeper

42 Stevie Wonder’s
“__ She Lovely”

45 Perplexing
problem

46 Against
49 Annual
50 Six-Day War

country

53 Setting for van
Gogh’s “The
Night Café”

54 Wing: Prefix
55 Fontana di Trevi

city
56 Tied, as a game
57 Lascivious
58 Darling
59 Mist
60 Fruity summer

drinks
65 Educ. support gp.

   Friday’s Puzzle Solved

By Jennifer Nutt 2/22/10

(c)2010 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 2/22/10

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
   FRIDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2

3 4
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David Messenger
Senior News Editor

Gaertner named

editor in chief

for ’10-’11 year

Former Senior Forum Editor Kate Gaertner, a junior currently 
studying abroad in Dublin, Ireland, has been named the editor in 
chief of Student Life for the 2010-2011 academic year.

BEARS from page 1

concerns.
“Climate change is a 

very prevalent subject of our 
day,” said Lynne Dzubow, a 
sophomore majoring in envi-
ronmental studies (ENST). 
“We really need to put a prior-
ity on getting a climate change 
course here at Wash. U. Also, 
many environmental-related 
jobs require students to know 
about climate change in an 
academic setting.”

To support McFadden’s 
argument and gauge inter-
est in the new class, she, 
along with fellow students, 
organized a survey given to 
students across the University 
on behalf of the Academic 
Subcommittee of the Emis-
sions Awareness Committee. 
The subcommittee works 
to expand the curriculum in 
the environmental studies 
program. 

The results show that, 
among the 412 students 
surveyed, 60 percent are 
interested in the field of envi-
ronmental studies; 60 percent 

are not satisfied with the 
variety of classes offered by 
the current ENST program; 
one-third said they are very 
likely to take the class on cli-
mate change if offered; and 
more than half of the stu-
dents surveyed are willing to 
see the environmental stud-
ies program expanded into 
a department. Many suggest 
that this would help increase 
full-time, devoted faculty 
members, eliminate course 
redundancy and increase 
environmental awareness on 
campus.

Many faculty members 
in the environmental studies 
program also support the idea 
of having an interdisciplinary 
course on climate change. But 
they pointed out that a lack of 
resources might prevent this 
from happening immediately.

“We currently have few 
faculty in the ENST program, 
and all of the faculty we do 
have are already busy teach-
ing courses that are required 
for the major,” said Tiffany 

Knight, the assistant director 
of the environmental studies 
program. “We would certainly 
like to create [a class], but the 
resources are not available for 
that at present.”

McFadden agrees that 
there are not enough resources 
available for the increasing 
interest in the department.

“The number of students 
majoring in environmental 
studies has doubled in the 
last two years,” McFadden 
said. “However, the number 
of classes and faculty only 
increased slightly. I think 
we need to add a lot more 
resources, hire more faculty 
[and] help students out in that 
field.”

Still, the University will 
offer a freshman seminar 
next semester on geo-engi-
neering in the earth and 
planetary sciences depart-
ment about proposals to 
deliberately manipulate the 
earth’s climate, taught jointly 
by professors Jennifer Smith 
and David Fike.

how to deal with it.” 
Junior Alex Hildebrandt’s 

three-point play resulted in a 
25-22 advantage with 5:59 to 
go in the fi rst half as Case took a 
four-point lead into the break.

At the 15:18 mark in the 

second half, sophomore Tom 
Summers’ layup pushed the vis-
itor’s lead to six.

Junior Caleb Knepper’s 
three-pointer reclaimed the lead 
for the Bears, part of a 12-4 run, 
but the game remained a close 

battle until the fi nal buzzer.  
Thompson’s three-pointer with 
90 seconds left pushed the lead 
to six, and proved to be vital in 
the win.

“As a senior, and having 
played in so many close games 
over the years, you kind of 
learn what needed to happen,” 
Thompson said. “In those situ-
ations…it’s your turn to step up 
to the table and take the team 
and put them on your shoulders 
and say, ‘Hey, this is what’s 
going to happen. Let’s go do 
it.’” 

The Bears carried the 
momentum from Friday night 
into Sunday’s game against 
Carnegie Mellon University, 
the fi nal home game of the sea-
son. Gay led the team, again, 
with a career high of 22 points. 
Senior Zach Kelly fi nished with 
13 points in the 95-58 victory.

“Coming into the game, we 
didn’t feel as much pressure 
because we secured the UAA 
championship,” Gay said. “We 
were relaxed today.” 

The conference champion-
ship is the Bears’ third in the 
past four years, and the 10th in 
program history. Washington 
University (22-2, 12-1) con-
cludes the regular season on 
Saturday, Feb. 27, at the Univer-
sity of Chicago (13-11, 7-6). 

“I am proud, but I’m also 
happy for [the team]. The 
seniors are going to go out 
in style, and not just with the 
winning, but putting on a nice 
legacy for the young kids com-
ing in,” Edwards said.

CLIMATE from page 1
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Graduate student Sean Wallis looks to pass the ball in Friday’s 
game against Case Western Reserve University. 
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This weekend was for the 
Washington University wom-
en’s basketball team’s seniors. 
Although Stacey Niese, Zoë 
Unruh, Janice Evans and grad-
uate student Jaimie McFarlin 
were the ones who were honored 
before Friday night’s game, there 
were plenty of points to go around 
come gametime.

Juniors Kathryn Berger and 
Alex Hoover led the way in a 
71-54 win against Case Western 
Reserve University on Friday, 
and it was Evans and Unruh who 
brought the points on Sunday as 
the Bears closed out their home 
schedule for the year with an 
89-61 win over Carnegie Mellon 
University.

“It was a big weekend for 
us,” Unruh said. “It’s always kind 
of weird when it’s your last two 
guaranteed home games. It’s emo-
tional, but it was a lot of fun.”

There was no shortage of pro-
duction for the Bears on offense 
this weekend, with Sunday’s 
game being the highlight. Shot 
after shot fell for the Bears, who 
put up 52 points in the fi rst half 
while shooting 60 percent from 
the fi eld.

Evans scored all 14 of her 
points in the half to go along with 
Unruh, who put up 17 of her 20 
in the half.

“I think defi nitely today we 
picked up the pace a lot,” Unruh 
said on Sunday. “We’re shoot-
ing well. We’ve defi nitely got 
a bit more confi dence in our 
shooting.”

Friday’s contest against Case 
started as a close one, as the teams 
traded baskets and Case’s press 
troubled the Bears on the offen-
sive end. An eight-point run from 
Berger put them in motion late 
in the fi rst half, and they took a 
40-28 lead into the half.

Berger’s efforts were comple-
mented by Hoover’s, who scored 
10 of her 17 points in the fi rst half. 
The Bears jumped out to a lead as 
big as 26 points in the second half 

and cruised through the rest of the 
game.

But the big story on Friday 
was the pregame ceremony that 
honored the seniors and their 
achievements. Niese, Unruh and 
Evans have combined for a 92-21 
record and a 47-8 record in Uni-
versity Athletic Association play 
in their time here.

“You look at their contribu-
tions both on and off the court, and 
it’s incredible,” head coach Nancy 
Fahey said. “Two Final Fours, 
four trips to the NCAA tourna-
ment and, more importantly, the 
leadership and the quality of peo-
ple that they are. They should be 
proud of their legacy here.”

The seniors said they all were 
proud of the season and their 

accomplishments. 
“We spend every single day 

in the gym shooting,” Niese said. 
“Basically we’re a family. It’s just 
a way of life now.”

With the wins, the Bears stand 
at 22-2 and have clinched at least a 
share of the UAA title for the 12th 
time in the last 13 seasons. They 
can clinch an outright title, and an 
automatic bid to the NCAA tour-
nament, with a win at Chicago on 
Saturday.

“Our conference is one of 
the toughest in the nation, and 
if you win that, you put yourself 
in place with some of the best in 
the nation,” McFarlin said. “So 
it’s big. It’s great to be the champ 
against all of these schools with 
great basketball programs.”

Bears honor seniors,
grab conference title
Kurt Rohrbeck
Sports Reporter

weekendscoreboard
Friday

No. 1 men’s basketball vs. Case Western Reserve University: W, 65-62

No. 3 men’s tennis vs. No. 8 John Hopkins University: W, 7-0

No. 6 women’s basketball vs. Case Western Reserve University: W, 71-54

Sigma Nu, winner of the halftime Greek Life competition

No. 6 men’s swimming at UAA conference championship: 4th/8

No. 3 men’s tennis vs. No. 2 Emory University: W 5-4

No. 11 women’s tennis vs. No. 15 DePauw University: L 5-4

No. 16 women’s swimming at UAA Conference Championships: 6th/8 

No. 19 men’s track & fi eld at North Central Cardinal Classic: 2nd/8

Women’s track & fi eld at North Central Cardinal Classic: 2nd/9

No. 1 men’s baskeball vs. Carnegie Mellon University: W 95-58

No. 6 women’s basketball vs. Carnegie Mellon University: W 89-61

No. 3 men’s tennis vs. No. 1 University of California-Santa Cruz: L 5-1

Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE), winner of the Greek Life Attendance Challenge

Saturday

Sunday

tennisbrief
Bears fall to UC-Santa Cruz in fi nals

of National Indoor Tennis Championships

After defeating No. 6 Johns Hopkins University 8-1 and edging No. 2 Emory Univer-
sity 5-4 in the fi rst two rounds of the Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA) National 
Indoor Tennis Championships, the No. 3 Washington University men’s tennis team fell to 
the No. 1 UC-Santa Cruz in the championship match 5-1. In the semifi nals, senior Danny 
Levy fought back from a 4-1 defi cit in the opening set to win a 6-4, 6-3 victory in sixth 
singles to send the Bears to the fi nals. Senior John Watts was the sole victor for the Bears 
in singles in the fi nal round, as they dropped two other singles matches and all three dou-
bles matches. The Bears had not dropped a match in doubles play during the tournament 
until entering the fi nal round. (Daniel Kurzner)

Full coverage to follow on Wednesday.

Olympic medal count

Germany 
6 gold, 7 silver and 5 bronze

Norway
5 gold, 3 silver and 4 bronze

As of 11:30 p.m. Sunday

United States
7 gold, 7 silver and 10 bronze

Junior Alex Hoover drives past a Carnegie Mellon defender on 
Sunday. Hoover scored a game-high 17 points in Friday’s win 
over Case Western Reserve University.

JOSH GOLDMAN | STUDENT LIFE

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

After three days of 
swimming in Atlanta, the 
Washington University men’s 
and women’s swimming 
squads finished fourth and 
sixth, respectively, in the Uni-
versity Athletic Association 
championship meet over the 
weekend.

The UAA proved to be a 
very competitive conference, 
with two women’s squads and 
three men’s teams ranked in the 
top 10 nationally. Host school 
Emory University claimed the 
top spot in both men’s and 
women’s competition. 

“I think the UAA is one 
of the best conferences in 
Division III,” said senior co-
captain Dima Galkin, who 
claimed two top-eight fin-
ishes and was a member of 
the 400 medley relay team. 
“Whereas some other confer-
ences might have two schools 
in the top 10, the UAA has 
sometimes three or even four. 
Even though Emory was at the 
top, that doesn’t detract from 
other teams, especially Chi-
cago, [that] improved a lot 
from this year to last year.”

The multi-day structure 
of the meet challenged the 
Bears. According to Galkin, 
experience with a two-day 
meet earlier in the season 
in addition to the support 
of teammates helped main-
tain energy throughout the 
competition.

“We started off kind of 
slow as a team, and we just got 
stronger throughout the entire 
meet, and I think it was really 
a matter of being mentally 
tough, because we definitely 
started off with some low 
swims,” senior co-captain 
Jessie Lodewyk said. “It gets 
hard to keep yourself mentally 
ready to go, and we definitely 
kept our energy up and [were] 

thinking positive.” 
In the latter two days of the 

meet, the men’s squad earned 
the UAA championship in 
two events. On Friday, junior 
David Chao claimed the top 
spot in the 200 freestyle. 
His time of 1:41.42 earned 
all-UAA recognition and an 
NCAA provisional cut. Chao 
was also runner-up in the 100 
freestyle, earning all-UAA 
honors and a provisional cut 
in that race. 

Saturday, the men’s 400 
freestyle relay team of fresh-
man Mark Minowitz, senior 
Dan Arteaga, junior Kartik 
Anjur and Chao earned Wash. 
U.’s second straight confer-
ence title in that event. The 
team finished the meet’s last 
race in 3:05.02 and earned 
another NCAA provisional 
cut. “David Chao came back 
on the anchor leg and he 
caught the Emory guy who 
was in the lead…It was a 
really good split and it was 
the fastest split in that race,” 
Galkin said. “It really stood 
out especially because it was 
the last race.” 

Performances by the wom-
en’s squad were highlighted 
by Lodewyk’s performances 
in the 500 and 1,650 free-
styles. In the 1,650, her 

second-place time of 17:12.67 
automatically qualified  her 
for competition at the NCAA 
Division III championships. 
In addition, sophomore Karina 
Stridh earned all-UAA recog-
nition in two events, placing 
third in the 50 freestyle and 
second in the 100 backstroke. 

“I felt pretty good about 
[my swims],” Stridh said. 
“I had a bit of a rocky year 
myself. I had some issues with 
my shoulders and hadn’t been 
hitting the same times as last 
year. I got season-best times 
in everything I swam. Even 
in terms of standings, I didn’t 
expect to do as well as I did.” 

The team focuses on the 
NCAA’s national champion-
ship meet, March 17-20 in 
Minneapolis. According to 
Lodewyk, although the team 
tapers for conference, swim-
mers will re-taper before 
the Division III national 
championships. 

“Next step is nationals 
and it [definitely] becomes 
a whole new ball game” 
Lodewyk said. “[Training] 
gets more stroke intensive, 
a lot more focused on tech-
nique. You also just have to 
get mentally ready because 
nationals is just a huge step 
up in accomplishment.”

Men fi nish in 4th place, women in 6th
as Bears claim UAA title in two events
Hannah Lustman
Sports Editor

SWIMMING

At the UAA championship meet in Atlanta over the weekend, the 
men and women took fourth and sixth place, respectively. 

COURTESY OF ERICA STEIN | THE EMORY WHEEL

Both the women’s distance 
medley relay and the men’s 
4x400 meter relay posted new 
school records as the Wash-
ington University track and 
field squads finished in sec-
ond place at the North Central 
College Cardinal Classic 
in Naperville, Ill., over the 
weekend.

The women’s team of 
senior Molly Schlamb, soph-
omores Erica Jackey and 
Liz Phillips, and junior San-
geeta Hardy ran the event in 
11:51.32. The time bested the 
previous record of 11:55.12 
set in 2005 when the Bears 
beat North Central College’s 
team by more than 30 seconds. 
The relay squad automatically 
qualified for the NCAA Divi-
sion III indoor championships 
and had the second best run in 
all of Division III this season.

“There had been a lot of 
anticipation going into this 
race, and it felt so good to 
finally run it and accomplish 
our goal of qualifying for 
Nationals,” said Jackey, who 
credited team chemistry for 
their success.

“You can have a lot of 

talented individuals,” Jackey 
added, “but to have a great 
relay team, they have to all be 
willing to gut it out for each.”

The distance medley relay 
team now joins sophomore 
Dan Davis in the 55-meter hur-
dles and junior Ben Harmon 
in the pentathlon as Wash. U. 
athletes who are guaranteed a 
spot at nationals in Greencas-
tle, Ind., next month.

Jackey also won the 800-
meter event with a time of 
2:21.24, and the women swept 
the top six positions in the 
3,000-meter dash, with junior 
Jessica Londeree (10:24.66), 
sophomore Catie Reynolds 
(10:48.81), and sophomore 
Lindsey Vogel (10:49.21) 
leading the way.

The men’s record-setting 
4x400 relay team of senior 
Chris Malaya, Harmon, Davis 
and graduate student Pierre 
Hoppenot fell short of vic-
tory to Lewis University, 
but managed to post a provi-
sional qualifying mark for the 
national meet.

“We had the mindset that 
‘we are going to make nation-
als,’ and none of the four of 
us doubted that for a second,” 
Harmon said. 

The men emerged vic-
torious, however, in the 

3,000-meter run. Senior Alden 
Black ran a time of 8:51.56, 
Hoppenot took first in the 
55-meter dash with a 6.64, and 
junior Dave Spandorfer took 
first in the 5,000-meter run 
with a time of 14:44.96. Span-
dorfer’s time also was good 
for provisional qualifying.

Dan Davis’ undefeated 
streak in the 55-meter hurdles 
finally came to an end in the 
form of disqualification. The 
elimination came after Davis 
knocked over a hurdle to pre-
vent himself from falling.

“It’s frustrating, but it hap-
pens,” Davis said. “I’ve been 
there before, so I guess I just 
have to keep moving forward 
and not really think about it, 
because it’s not that big of 
deal.”

In the larger scope, the men 
and the women posted 15 sea-
son-best times between them 
just two weeks before the Uni-
versity Athletic Association 
conference meet at Brandeis 
University. 

“We had a lot of great 
performances,” Jackey said, 
“This will provide the confi-
dence and the momentum that 
we need going into the UAA 
championship.”

With additional reporting 
by Alex Dropkin

Relay teams highlight 

their fi nal tune-up

before conference meet
Michael Rosengart
Sports Reporter

TRACK & FIELD
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