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Student Union is debating 
whether to pass a resolution 
critical of Washington Uni-
versity’s position on clean 
coal. The resolution would 
come in response to a stu-
dent protest of the America’s 
Energy Future symposium 
conference, which was hosted 
by the University’s Interna-
tional Center for Advanced 
Renewable Energy and Sus-
tainability on Monday. 

The symposium focused 
on several “green” energy 
technologies such as clean 
coal, which some members 
of the University, including 
Chancellor Mark Wrighton, 
have advocated as a prac-
tical short-term solution to 
address energy needs and cli-
mate change.

Some students have crit-
icized the University’s 
position on clean coal. They 
say the technology promotes 
the corporate interests of 
coal companies such as Pea-
body Energy and Arch Coal, 
Inc., both of which were rep-
resented at the conference, 

at the expense of sources of 
renewable energy, such as 
wind and solar power.

In an effort to express 
this opinion, about 100 stu-
dents held a “fl ash mob,” 
during which they fl ooded 
the symposium reception 
in the Danforth University 
Center’s Tisch Commons. 
When signaled, the protesters 
held signs saying “Beyond 
Coal” and wore police tape 
wristbands stating “Global 
Warming Crime Scene.” The 
students also dropped banners 
from the second fl oor railings 
saying “We Need Wind Solar 
Geothermal” and “Coal is 
Never Clean.” 

The protest was organized 
by members of Green Action, 
Engineers Without Borders, 
Students for Endowment 
Transparency, Burning Kum-
quat, Wash. U. Peace Coalition 
and senior Kady McFadden, 
student representative to the 
board of trustees.

Senior Will Fischer, former 
president of Green Action and 
current SU executive advisor 
for sustainability, spoke at the 
protest using a megaphone.

Alaa Itani
Contributing Reporter

Student Union Senate voted 
unanimously on Wednes-
day to pass a resolution to 
pilot extended dining hours in 
the Village. One of the main 
issues under discussion in the 
resolution is whether SU will 
compensate Bon Appétit for 
any monetary losses incurred 
as a result of the pilot.

Although most eateries on 
the South 40 are open until 
3 a.m. on weekends, all food 
stations in the Village close at 
8 p.m. except the grill station, 
which closes at midnight. One 
of the popular food services in 
the Village that closes at 8 p.m. 
is the stir-fry station.

In a recent SU survey, more 
than 55 percent of students and 
an average of 85 percent of 
North Side residents said they 
would likely purchase food 
from the Village between mid-
night and 2 a.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. The survey also found 
that a majority of students sup-
ported extending dining hours 
for both the grill and stir-fry 
stations.

The SU resolution called 

for an extension of hours at the 
grill, which the resolution rec-
ommended stay open until 2 
a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays 
for a seven-week trial period. 
The resolution also recom-
mended that the stir-fry station 
be open until 9 p.m. on Sunday 
through Thursday for the trial 
period.

If Bon Appétit agrees with 
the recommendations, the pilot 
will run from the beginning of 
spring semester until spring 
break.

According to junior Greg 
Schweizer, outgoing chair of 
the Senate Campus Services 
committee and the SU Senator 
who has led the effort to extend 
Village dining hours, the main 
concern with the pilot is that 
Bon Appétit will lose money.

Several plans have been 
proposed to offset any mon-
etary losses, including having 
SU subsidize the program. In 
the event that SU does this, the 
money would come from the 
student activities fee. This sub-
sidization would last only for 
the extent of the trial period. 

“The subsidy would be a 
last resort, but we are confi dent 

Chloe Rosenberg
Staff Reporter

See DINING, page 3See ENERGY, page 2

Ferguson assumes 
administration 
position, resigns 
from programming

Record numbers 
at undergraduate 
research symposium

Junior Nate Ferguson, 
former vice president of pro-
gramming of Student Union, 
was confi rmed as vice presi-
dent of administration by both 
SU Treasury and Senate this 
week.

Ferguson promised to rework 
the internal processes in SU 
by increasing communication 
within the body and communi-
cating with student governments 
in peer universities. Ferguson’s 
appointment comes after former 
Vice President of Administra-
tion Trevor Mattea’s resignation 
in October.

The position is focused on 
internal processes in SU. The 
vice president of administration 
helps to maintain the offi ce and 
foster communication among 
the various bodies involved 
with SU.

“I really did enjoy my role 
as vice president of program-
ming, but now I see my role as 

administration because that’s 
more where I’m needed right 
now,” Ferguson said.

Ferguson was selected by 
other executives from a short 
list of two candidates, both of 
whom were involved with SU.

Ferguson sees himself 
as qualifi ed for the position 
because of his previous expe-
rience with SU. One project 
he has already started is work-
ing with senators and other SU 
members to gather feedback 
on SU as a whole. This project 
aims at improving SU reten-
tion. Ferguson also wants to 
have an internal newsletter and 
be in contact with other student 
governments to gather ideas for 
projects and ways to implement 
them.

Although there will be a 
new selection process for a 
vice president of programming, 
Ferguson said he thinks that 
the transition will be smooth 
because of his continued pres-
ence in the body.

Michelle Merlin
News Editor

See VP, page 3

Across the hall from an anal-
ysis of pedophilic overtones in 
haute couture, a group of stu-
dents demonstrated a robot 
they built that follows moving 
sounds. Just outside, art students 
sold glass earrings alongside 
multicolored paintings of dead 
fi sh on plywood.

This year’s fall Undergrad-
uate Research Symposium saw 
a record number of participants 
and, according to the program 
coordinator, an unusually diverse 
variety of topics. It packed stu-
dent research, internships, art 
and even a lunchtime dance per-
formance together in one forum 
for peers, teachers and parents to 
experience.

Just one week later, it was 
followed by another research 
symposium equally diverse in 
another way. University students 
presented their work side by 
side with students from 12 other 
Midwestern colleges in a week-
end-long symposium hosted by 
the Midstates Science and Math 
Consortium.

According to Kristin Sobotka, 

special programs coordinator 
for the Offi ce of Undergradu-
ate Research, which hosted the 
event, there was a record num-
ber of around 250 undergraduate 
posters, 10 high school students 
with posters, and 10 undergradu-
ate talks. More presenters meant 
higher traffi c. 

“The word’s just kind of out. 
People know what it’s all about,” 
she said.

Fall symposia tend to see a 
higher density of biomedical 
research conducted by students 
over the summer and funded 
by Summer Undergraduate 
Research Fellowships (SURFs). 
In the spring, psychology and 
political science majors and 
other students typically pres-
ent their honors thesis work. 
But Sobotka said this year was 
unusual.

“This fall we defi nitely had 
a larger number of non-life-sci-
ences presentations, just because 
I think again the awareness level 
is rising among everybody,” 
Sobotka said. “More students 
who are doing a variety of dif-
ferent things know about it and 
just say on their own, ‘Hey, can I 

Becca Krock
Staff Reporter

See URS, page 3

Campus circulator reduces frequency to increase reliability
The Washington University 

campus circulator began fol-
lowing a revised timetable this 
week, after shuttle drivers and 
students raised concerns about 
the reliability of its schedule. 
The circulator bus, which pre-
viously ran every 16 minutes, 
will now run every 20 min-
utes, according to Stephanie 
Hunter, transportation opera-
tions supervisor in Parking and 
Transportation Services. 

The new schedule, which 
went into effect Monday, 
allows drivers additional time to 
complete the route. Recent con-
struction on the South 40 and 

Highway 40 has led to increased 
traffi c congestion and made it 
harder for drivers to adhere to 
the previous timetable.

The shuttle drivers initially 
raised their concerns to Hunt-
leigh Shuttleport, the company 
that provides the campus cir-
culator, which then notifi ed 
Hunter. Two weeks after Hunter 
was contacted by Huntleigh, she 
heard similar comments from 
junior Greg Schweizer, out-
going chair of the SU Campus 
Services Committee (C-Serve). 
Members of the committee had 
noted concerns about the reli-
ability of the circulator. 

“[The committee] decided 
that the priorities should be 
reliability over speed, so we 
suggested [to Hunter] that if it 

means making it a 20-minute 
interval instead of 16, it’s better 
if it’s reliable, even if it’s a little 
bit more time between stops,” 
Schweizer said of his commit-
tee’s recommendation.

Huntleigh tested the new 
timetable prior to implementing 
it, and “the drivers seem very 
happy with that,” Hunter said.

Freshman Candace Armour, 
who was not familiar with 
the old timetable, said, “[The 
circulator] can be reliable some-
times. I think it runs every 20 
minutes.”

Sam Coster, a sophomore 
familiar with the old timetable, 
said the circulator used to devi-
ate from the old schedule by 
three to four minutes, “which 
can be kind of a pain.”

Schweizer noted the impor-
tance of reliability as winter 
approaches.

“I know that students like 
to use the campus circulator 
when it gets snowy outside, and 
I don’t want to see any student 
waiting fi ve, 10 minutes for a 
bus that doesn’t come and being 
late to class,” he said.

Members of C-Serve will be 
riding the circulator in the com-
ing weeks to ensure compliance 
with the new timetable. The 
timetable has been updated on 
the Parking and Transportation 
Services Web site, and Hunter 
hopes residential advisors will 
disseminate the information to 
their residents.

Brian Krigsher
Associate Editor
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The campus circulator shuttle pulls up to the stop in front of 
Mallinckrodt Center. The campus circulator schedule was 
recently changed, now going in 20-minute cycles instead of 
16-minute cycles.

KIVANÇ DUNDAR | STUDENT LIFE

See BUS, page 2

Student Union passed two resolutions Wednesday, one in support of student activism at Monday’s student protest of the University’s 
energy conference and another recommending that the Village extend its dining hours. 
Top row (clean coal): SU Executive Advisor for Sustainability Will Fischer (at right in top left photo) presses SU to take a more critical 
approach of the University’s position on clean coal, a controversial energy technology supported by Chancellor Wrighton (top right). 
Bottom row (dining): SU Senator Greg Schweizer (bottom left) urges Senate to pass a resolution that would extend the dining hours of 
the Village Grill and stir-fry, pending the approval of Bon Appétit management (bottom right).

SENATE IN SESSION

SU mulls rebuking
WU for its stance
on clean coal power

Senate approves 
resolution to extend 
Village dining hours
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H1N1 vaccines distributed in surrounding area
As of Nov. 5, some Illinois residents and all students in the 

Kirkwood school district are able to receive the H1N1 vaccine. The 
East Side Health District in Illinois distributed free vaccines from 
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Nov. 5 to caretakers of infants 6 months and 
younger, health care workers, anyone 6 months to 24 years old, 
and anyone 24 to 64 years old who has an at-risk medical condition 
including asthma, diabetes, heart disease or cancer. The Madison 
County Health Department of Illinois of Wood River, Ill., also 
distributed the H1N1 nasal spray vaccine to healthy people ages 2 
to 49 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Students of the Kirkwood school district received the H1N1 
vaccine for free from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Nov. 5. The Lindbergh 
School District in St. Louis County had previously received the 
vaccine. Other school districts receiving the vaccine this week 
include St. Charles, Wentzville and Fort Zumwalt. (Jack Marshall)
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Yankees win 27th World Series title
The New York Yankees clinched their 27th World Series title in a 

7-3 win over the Philadelphia Phillies Wednesday.
This was the team’s fi rst World Series win since moving to its new 

stadium. The Yankees have now won the World Series twice during their 
fi rst season in a new ballpark.

Hideki Matsui, the Yankees’ designated hitter, was awarded the 
World Series MVP after batting .615 with three home runs. Matsui 
became the second designated hitter to be given the MVP. 

Andy Pettitte was the winning pitcher for the fi nal game of the 
World Series. He won the fi nal game of all three playoff rounds, 
becoming only the second pitcher to do so after Boston’s Derek Lowe 
in 2004.

The World Series title is the Yankees’ fi rst since 2000. Prior to that, 
the Yankees won four championships in fi ve years, from 1996 to 2000. 
(Sally Wang)

Disneyland comes to China
The Walt Disney Company has received approval from the 

Chinese central government to open a theme park in Shanghai. 
This comes after nearly two decades of attempts to receive 
government approval. When complete, the park will cover 1,000 
acres. It will contain shopping districts, hotels and a Disney theme 
park. The Walt Disney Company hopes that a theme park in China 
will help expand the Chinese market for Disney products. The 
Walt Disney Company will own 40 percent of the park, while the 
remainder will belong to a group of Chinese companies selected by 
the government. The park is expected to draw an annual 45 million 
tourists to the country.

Construction is expected to take about six years. The 
construction will involve one of the largest financial investments 
ever undertaken in China, totaling nearly $3.5 billion. (Kelly Fahy)

‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show’ 
at the Tivoli
The Tivoli Theatre on the Loop, 
midnight–1:45 a.m.
Filmboard will be handing out free 
tickets at 5 p.m. at the Clocktower.

Diwali
Edison Theatre, 7 p.m.
Ashoka performs Diwali in 
celebration of the fi ve-day holiday 
commonly referred to as the Festival 
of Lights. The dance show is well 
attended every year.

HKSA YumYumDimSum Tea 
Social
Mudd Multipurpose, noon–2 p.m.
The Hong Kong Students 
Association hosts this Cantonese-
themed dim sum and tea meal. 
Come enjoy games and an 
experience of Cantonese culture.

Dodging Depression
The Swamp, 1–4 p.m.
Sigma Alpha Epsilon and 
Delta Sigma Pi invite you to a 
philanthropy dodge ball tournament. 
Proceeds support the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention.

Dance Marathon
Athletic Complex, 3 p.m.–3 a.m.
The tenth annual Dance Marathon 
charity event to raise money for and 
awareness of Children’s Miracle 
Network of Greater St. Louis begins 
Saturday afternoon. Approximately 
1,200 students are registered for the 
event this year.

Diwali
Edison Theatre, 12:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

AUTO ACCIDENT—Nov. 4, 2009, 
12:32 p.m.
Location : WOHL GARAGE  
Summary:  A Bon Appétit employee 
reported her vehicle was struck by 
an unknown vehicle while it was 
parked in the Wohl Garage between 
8:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. on Nov. 3.  
Disposition: Pending.

DAMAGED PROPERTY—Nov. 4, 
2009, 2:29 p.m.
Location : LOT No. 4  
Summary:  Complainant reported 
that one of the exit gates came down 
on his vehicle as he left on Oct. 30.  
Disposition: Cleared.

PROPERTY DAMAGE—Nov. 4, 
2009, 3:24 p.m.

Location : DANFORTH 
UNIVERSITY CENTER  
Summary: Graffi ti found on wall 
of men’s restroom. Time of crime 
between Nov. 3, at noon to Nov. 4 
at 3 p.m.  
Disposition:  Pending.

LARCENY—Nov. 4, 2009, 5:37 
p.m.
Location : STEINBERG ART 
GALLERY 
Summary:  Complainant reported 
his bike stolen from racks at 
Steinberg. Lock was found still 
attached to the rack.  Time of crime 
between 1:30 p.m. and 2:45 p.m.  
Value $150  
Disposition: Pending.

“We will not stand aside 
as executives from companies 
like Arch Coal and Peabody 
paint a dirty energy future for 
our school and our nation,” 
Fischer said, standing above 
a banner with the message 
“Power Beyond Coal.” “We 
believe that America’s real 
energy future uses socially 
responsible, renewable energy 
sources.”

Fischer invited those at 
the reception to go to “OUR 
Energy Future symposium,” 
a student-led conference in 
which students and faculty 
discussed non-coal energy 
sources. 

Representatives from Pea-
body Energy and Arch Coal, 
Inc. did not attend the sympo-
sium. Some executives from 
Ameren, an electricity pro-
vider that sent representatives 
to the University confer-
ence, attended the student-led 
symposium.

Junior Peter Murrey, pres-
ident of Green Action, said 
students at the protest wanted 
to show that they do not agree 
with the University’s partner-
ing with coal executives.

“We really want to debunk 
what we feel is a growing 
corporate infl uence on this 
University,” Murrey said. 
Murrey noted that two of the 
new trustees appointed by the 
University this year are CEOs 
of Peabody Energy and Arch 
Coal, Inc.

Wrighton said in an inter-
view at the reception that 
although the board of trustees 
relies on the advice of indi-
vidual trustees, it functions 

collectively, and individ-
ual members do not guide its 
decisions.

“No single trustee is going 
to be able to drive the Uni-
versity one way or another,” 
Wrighton said.

Student Union takes action 
in response to protest
Student Union passed a 

resolution Wednesday in sup-
port of the students’ activism 
but tabled further discussion 
on whether to support the pro-
testers’ position against clean 
coal until next week.

Next Wednesday, Nov. 11, 
SU senators will debate a reso-
lution to express SU’s position 
on the University’s use of the 
term “clean coal,” particularly 
as it is used in the name of the 
I-CARES program Consortium 
for Clean Coal Utilization. 
Senators decided to table the 
resolution until next Wednes-
day because they wanted to 
conduct more research on the 
University’s involvement with 
clean coal.

Fischer said he hopes that 
SU will take a more assertive 
position on clean coal during 
next week’s meeting.

“Student Union needs to 
pass a resolution stating that 
the University is damaging its 
image by choosing to adopt 
marketing slogans of a dirty 
industry,” he said.

The University’s position
on clean coal

The University has taken 
the position that clean coal is a 
short-term solution that can be 
used alongside other long-term 

solutions like solar power.
Wrighton argued that cur-

rent fi nancial challenges in 
slowing climate change make 
it necessary to commit to both 
the short- and long-term imple-
mentation of renewable energy 
resources like solar power.

“I’m excited about the 
prospect of doing fundamen-
tal research that may open up 
opportunities on renewables, 
but I think in the meantime 

we have to make sure that our 
economy remains strong, and 
that’s going to require access to 
energy in great abundance that 
can’t at least at the moment be 
provided from renewables,” 
Wrighton said in an interview.

Wrighton also presented 
fi ndings at Monday’s con-
ference from the Committee 
on America’s Energy Future, 
which issued a report to Con-
gress on methods of combating 

climate change. 
Martha Schlicher, vice 

president of biofuels at Mon-
santo, one of the organizations 
at the conference, said she 
feels pressed to implement 
immediate action against cli-
mate change.

“Every day we don’t do 
something, we are increasing 
those cumulative greenhouse 
gases out there in the environ-
ment,” Schlicher said. “There 

has to be a sense of urgency in 
everything that we do.” 

Jennifer Smith, assistant 
professor of earth and plan-
etary sciences, also attended 
the conference and said she 
appreciated hearing a corpo-
rate angle on America’s energy 
issues.

“Honestly, at this point, 
what I’d like to see is any-
thing,” Smith said. “Anything 
is better than nothing.”

ENERGY from page 1

Students hold signs as part of a fl ash mob organized by Green Action in protest of the America’s Energy Future conference, which was 
hosted by Washington University on Monday.

Hunter also conducts peri-
odic ride checks, but she noted 
that student feedback is the 
best way to raise concerns. She 
urged students to call or e-mail 
Parking and Transportation with 

complaints, saying, “Huntle-
igh is really pretty good about 
responding to our concerns, and 
I just want to know what’s going 
on so we can put the best prod-
uct out there.”

The campus circulator pro-
vides service to the South 
40, Mallinckrodt Center, the 
Skinker MetroLink station and 
the Millbrook Garage, adjacent 
to the Village. At present, there 

are no plans to revise the circu-
lator schedule further, according 
to Hunter.

The Green Line is oper-
ated by Metro and will not be 
affected.

BUS from page 1
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Stephen J. Rapp, recently 
appointed U.S. ambassador at 
large for war crimes issues, 
came to Washington Univer-
sity on Monday to lecture 
about accountability in inter-
national war crimes.

His talk, titled “Can Inter-
national Justice Meet the 
Demand for Accountabil-
ity?”, attracted many law 
school students and faculty 
members interested in Rapp’s 
involvement in the fight for 
international justice. During 
his visit, Rapp also spoke with 
a selected group of undergrad-
uate students as part of the 
Honorary Scholars Program 
led by Dean Ewan Harrison.   

Rapp, who was appointed 
to his position by President 
Obama, now directly advises 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and formu-
lates U.S. policy responses to 
atrocities committed in areas 
of conflict and elsewhere 
throughout the world.

Rapp’s fight for justice, 
however, began long before 
his recent appointment. 

Beginning in 2001, Rapp 

widened his scope from 
private practice to the inter-
national stage. From 2001 
to 2009, Rapp served as a 
U.N.-appointed prosecutor in 
trials involving the genocide 
in Rwanda and mass atroci-
ties against civilians in Sierra 
Leone.

In the lecture, Rapp 
explained the inspiration for 
his turn in career path.

 “I have always been inter-
ested in international politics,” 
Rapp said.

During his term, Rapp 
spearheaded prosecutions 
that led to the first convic-
tions of leaders of the mass 
media for incitement to com-
mit genocide. Furthermore, 
these prosecutions led to the 
first convictions of high-level 
commanders for acts of gen-
der violence, including rape, 
sexual slavery and forced 
marriage, as crimes against 
humanity.

In addition to outlining the 
implications of judicial results, 
Rapp also noted the complex 
challenges that stood in the 
way of these convictions. 

During the prosecutions, 
the international courts ran 
into difficulty proving the 
intentionality and conspiracy 

of leaders responsible for 
the atrocities in Rwanda and 
Sierra Leone due in part to 
language and culture differ-
ences. The challenge was 
further heightened when local 
governments lacked control 
over their nations and failed to 
prevent criminals from silenc-
ing witnesses.   

The obstacle-filled road 
to the convictions only high-
lights the significance of these 
trials.  

“These trials have con-
tributed to the peace and 
reconciliation by exposing the 
end results of extremism and 
breaking the cycles of vio-
lence,” Rapp said. “They have 
also established a historical 
record to make it impossible 
in the future for these atroci-
ties to be denied.”

While these trials have 
important precedence, Rapp 
said international efforts to 
account for war crimes against 
humanity are lacking. 

“International institutions 
are important, but increasingly 
we have to rely on national 
ones that can prosecute more 
cases,” Rapp said on the ave-
nue of seeking accountability 
for crimes against humanity in 
the future. 

Rapp’s cautious-yet-opti-
mistic message about the 
future fight for international 
justice was received with 
mixed reviews.

“It inspires some sort of 
hope in the face of atroci-
ties like genocide and mass 
murder to know that a con-
crete justice system exists, 
that we can prosecute those 
who commit these kinds of 
crimes, crimes which are too 
often difficult to pin down on 
their perpetrators,” freshman 
and Honorary Scholar Anna 
Applebaum said.  

Others expressed more 
reservations.

“I think that one day 
maybe we can get there—
this idea where nations can be 
accountable for themselves. 
I just don’t think I have seen 
it yet,” said Sadena Thevara-
jah, third-year student at the 
School of Law.

“There is a lot of work to 
be done to protect citizens of 
the countries where the atroci-
ties occur,” she added. 

The event was organized 
by Leila Sadat, professor of 
law and director of the Har-
ris World Law Institute at the 
law school.

Re-I Chin
Contributing Reporter

US diplomat addresses war crimes

“I’ll be there to make sure 
that they are transitioned well, 
[and that] any questions they 
have are answered,” Ferguson 
said.

With this new appointment, 
only two of the original fi ve 
executives are still holding their 
elected positions.

Ferguson said he does not 
think his shift to a different 
position will affect the admin-
istration’s accountability.

“I see it more as I’m doing 
what I feel is best for the stu-
dent body and SU as a whole,” 
Ferguson said. “I don’t see it as 
losing accountability because 
we’ve gone through this with 
other people, unfortunately.”

Senior Jeff Nelson, SU pres-
ident, said he does not see this 
as a problem either.

“[We] took into account 
the fact that we all ran as a 
team…Nate specifi cally ran as 

programming but it was within 
the parameters of that vision…
he’s still working on that same 
platform, just in a new capac-
ity,” Nelson said. “People vote 
for ideas, not people performing 
mundane tasks.”

The position of vice presi-
dent of programming was the 
only one that was contested in 
the last election. Ferguson was 
asked to fi ll that position on the 
Montana slate because of his 
two-year experience as presi-
dent of his class council.

The duties of the vice 
president of programming 
are primarily running the SU 
pre-Orientation program and 
planning SUp All Night, an 
activity at the beginning of the 
school year.

The new vice president of 
programming, unlike that of 
administration, may come from 
outside SU.

that they will recoup the money,” 
Schweizer said.

Nadeem Siddiqui, Bon Appé-
tit’s resident district manager, 
said a Student Union subsidy is 
undesirable.

“The goal is that we don’t 
have to or shouldn’t have to do 
that,” Siddiqui said. 

Bon Appétit also has the 
option of pulling out of the pilot 
at any point.

If at the end of the seven-
week trial, Bon Appétit loses 
money but still wants to make 
the extended hours permanent, 
another option is for the organi-
zation to cut hours at other dining 
facilities on campus. Low-vol-
ume hours could be cut from 
campus eateries such as Whis-
pers to fund an increase in hours 
at the Village. 

Schweizer is optimistic 
about the extended hours at the 
Village.

“My expectation is that the 
pilot will be a success,” Sch-
weizer said. “I think that come 
next year, there will be later 
hours in the Village.”

Sophomore Michael Laks 
said he would like extended 
hours. Laks often treks to the 
Village from the South 40 for 
stir-fry. Last week he waited a 
half hour for it. 

“The hours should go longer 
because it’s so delicious,” Laks 
said. “Stir-fry should be avail-
able to students at all times of 
the day. It’s not the rare occa-
sion that I need my fi x of sesame 
and soy and the stir-fry station is 
closed.” 

Freshman Tyler Trussell 
would also like extended hours.

“[The time the Village eat-
eries close] seems kind of early. 
I usually don’t eat dinner until 
8:30 or 9,” Trussell said.
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present at the symposium?’”
This year also saw the incep-

tion of a partnership between 
the art school and the Offi ce of 
Undergraduate Research. Art 
students set up tables outside the 
building, where they sold prints 
of the Central West End, clay 
sculptures, and more. 

“We helped support it and 
helped make it happen, but it 
was really the students in the 
art school that came up with the 
idea, and basically it was their 
show,” Sobotka said. “They 
came to us to ask if we could 
help them, and we did…We just 
want to keep that partnership 
and keep that happening each 
year.”

Saad Hasan, a senior, pre-
sented his thesis research at 
the undergraduate research 
symposium. 

Hasan studies fi sh that cre-
ate weak electric fi elds to sense 
their surroundings and commu-
nicate with one another, much in 
the same way that bats use echo-
location. He made inferences 
about the evolutionary history 
of these fi shes’ electric com-
munication by comparing the 
volume of key brain structures 
across several species.

“The pretty big fi nding is 
that there are two subfamilies of 
the mormyrid family [of weakly 
electric fi sh], and there’s a dra-
matic difference in the size of 
what’s called the EL…between 
the two families,” he said. So the 
subfamilies show “a subspecial-
ization of interpretive function” 
in the way they communicate.

Hasan said he received a 
“decent amount” of traffi c, 
including professors and par-
ents, and appreciated the way 
posters of different topics were 
all mixed in together. 

“It was also interesting the 
way it was done, because you’re 
more likely to look at the [poster] 
right next to you, [which] could 
be anything,” Hasan said.

The weekend after the sym-
posium, several Washington 
University students presented 
their work at a three-day con-
ference in the Central West End 
hosted by the Midstates Math 
and Science Consortium, a 
collaboration between 13 Mid-
western schools. Washington 
University and the University 
of Chicago take turns hosting an 
undergraduate biology and psy-
chology conference, as well as 

a physics and chemistry confer-
ence each year. 

About 90 students were 
in attendance, including fi ve 
from Washington University, as 
well as faculty representatives 
from all 13 schools. The stu-
dents attended poster sessions, 
plenary lectures, a panel on 
graduate school admissions, and 
social events in the evenings, 
including hands-on group neu-
roscience demos and a trip to the 
City Museum.

Senior Alejandro Akrouh 
gave a poster presentation about 
his research on a mutation that 
causes neonatal diabetes. He 
studied a mutation that was 
found in an infant patient that 
turned out to be a problem with 
ATP-dependent potassium—or  
KATP—channels. These chan-
nels regulate ion balances in the 
cell membranes of pancreas cells 
that are responsible for secreting 
insulin when blood sugar is too 
high. 

“We found that the loss of 
function is due to inactivation of 
the KATP channel,” he said.

His work, which he pursued 
full-time during a year and a half 
off from classes, has led to two 
publications, two more that will 
appear in the next month, and a 
fi fth currently in progress. But 
he said that since he has been 
very focused on his project, the 
most helpful part of the sympo-
sium was seeing a wide variety 
of research. 

“Oftentimes, when you’re 
very focused on a project you 
can lose sight of what your aca-
demic peers are doing.”

This blitz of student presen-
tations seems to have saturated 
students’ needs, and some opted 
to skip out on the consor-
tium. While the Undergraduate 
Research Symposium attendance 
did not seem to be affected, some 
attendees said Washington Uni-
versity was under-represented 
at the Midstates Consortium 
conference.

“We could always do better 
with Wash. U. turnout,” said Erik 
Herzog, professor of biology and 
the Washington University rep-
resentative to the consortium. 

“The students that I’ve asked 
have generally said they’ve had 
enough opportunities to present. 
So it’s less about the location 
and more about that they have 
other things they need to do,” 
he said.
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Artwork and artifacts 
from all four cor-
ners of the earth fi ll 
galleries and star 

in exhibits in museums across 
the world. In the world’s most 
prestigious museums and gal-
leries, taking a stroll through the 
corridors has become synony-
mous with meandering through 
the history of cultures and civi-
lizations that represent every 
continent on this planet. How-
ever, as we move forward into 
a new age of global awareness 
and understanding—and past the 
mantra of rampant imperialism 
that dominated the last fi ve cen-
turies—it is becoming clear that 
some of the artifacts that mil-
lions of global citizens marvel at 
today were originally taken from 
their place of origin illegally.  

Recent news has reported 
the return of stolen artifacts and 
artwork such as painted reliefs 
from an ancient Egyptian tomb 
by the Louvre and the thou-
sands of treasures that have 

been smuggled out Afghanistan 
during wartime by Britain. 

However, the cry for the 
return of signifi cant artifacts to 
their home country still remains 
unanswered. Some examples are 
Turkey’s request for the Knidos 
Lion and Nigeria’s request for 
its Benin bronze heads. For the 
country that holds these price-
less treasures, the justifi cation 
for keeping the artifacts usually 
includes points about how they 
are representative of world cul-
ture and do not belong to any 
country, or that the quality care 
these ancient works receive 
ccould be matched if they were 
returned.  

Most recently, Egypt’s 
request for the return of the 
iconic bust of Queen Nefer-
titi from Berlin has come to the 
international stage. The request 
was made by Zahi Hawass 
from Egypt’s Supreme Coun-
cil of Antiquities and coincides 
with the reopening of the Neues 
Museum, which has lain in 
ruins in the heart of Berlin since 
World War II. Another factor 

In a previous article, I dis-
cussed the push to audit the 
Federal Reserve System. 
Since that time, Con-

gress has made major progress 
in bringing about a transparent 
central bank. Now, the Federal 
Reserve Transparency Act of 
2009 (H.R. 1207) has more than 
300 co-sponsors in the House, 
and efforts have been made to 
gut the legislation and protect 
the central bank from any signif-
icant audit of its practices.  

Currently under the United 
States Code, the Fed is exempt 
from audit regarding “(1) trans-
actions for or with a foreign 
central bank, government of a 
foreign country or nonprivate 

international fi nancing organiza-
tion; (2) deliberations, decisions, 
or actions on monetary policy 
matters (3) transactions made 
under the direction of the Fed-
eral Open Market Committee; or 
(4) a part of a discussion or com-
munication among or between 
members of the Board of Gover-
nors and offi cers and employees 
of the Federal Reserve System 
related to clauses (1)-(3) of this 
subsection,” or, as I like to put it: 
everything they do. H.R. 1207 
removed exceptions one through 
four and opened the Fed to 
audits of all their dealings.  

When the bill was referred 
to the House Domestic Mon-
etary Policy and Technology 
Subcommittee, the language 
was weakened by Chair-
man Mel Watt, D-N.C. Watt, 
who has received more than 

$200,000 from the commer-
cial banking industry since he 
entered Congress, stripped the 
bill of all sections allowing for 
an audit, leaving only a hollow 
call for Fed transparency. It is 
unlikely that Watt, whose district 
has been gerrymandered such 
that he could be caught with a 
goat and still be re-elected, has 
been receiving very many calls 
from his constituents demand-
ing a completely secret central 
banking system. Therefore, 
it is probable that Watt has 
other interests in mind when 
he prevents Federal Reserve 
transparency from becoming a 
reality.    

The Federal Reserve is 
regarded by the Austrian School 
of Economics to be the engine 
of the business cycle. In 
a theory promoted by 

Austrian economists such as 
Freidrich von Hayek and Lud-
wig von Mises, the Fed causes 
the business cycle by setting 
the interest rate lower than the 
natural rate dictated by the mar-
ket. This deludes producers into 
believing there are more savings 
in the economy than truly exist 
and causes them to take exces-
sive risks to produce more than 
could possibly be consumed.
Consequently, producers have 
to take major losses and retract 
their projects. Furthermore, the 
Fed’s infl ationary monetary 
policy, agreements with for-
eign nations and collusion with 
large banks affect everyone. The 
Federal Reserve is a creature of 
Congress, and therefore, it is the 
right of the people to know what 
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Trick-or-treat 
all year long

Nefertiti and 
the legacy
of artifacts

Beware of the creature 
from Jekyll Island

When I was 3 
years old, my 
mom dressed 
me up for Hal-

loween as my treasured clock 
radio. Yes, for reasons I no lon-
ger understand, I spent an entire 
holiday dressed as a pre-iHome 
electronic wake-up call. I trick-
or-treated that year encased in 
a giant cutout piece of white 
foam board, festooned with per-
manent marker buttons. 

I spent another early Hal-
loween dressed as a mail 
carrier. Again, I’m not really 
sure of the motivation behind 
that one.  

Illogical as these child-
hood costumes may seem now, 
they have one important trait in 
common. Each one allowed me 
to temporarily slip into a differ-
ent persona, to experiment, to 
become something other than 
my childhood self.

In that sense, Halloween 
costumes should be irrelevant 
to college students. The entirety 
of our four years is meant for 
self-exploration, for trying on 
new masks and new costumes 
daily and fi guring out what fi ts 
best. In theory, we have no need 
for a specifi c day to dare to 
become someone new.

Yet that isn’t quite how it 
works out. College students 
celebrate Halloween more 
intensely than most. Sure, 
we’ve traded princess (or, in my 
case, clock radio) costumes for 
something a bit more reveal-
ing, and we consume large 
quantities of alcohol instead of 
hard-earned Halloween candies. 
Still, we love the opportunity to 
play dress-up.

College does allow us 
some room for experimenta-
tion and change, but too often, 
it is insuffi cient. We too readily 
become prematurely trapped in 
costumes we chose long ago or 
in those laid out before us. 

The decision to attend 
Wash. U. is itself in some ways 

confi ning. This is a school full 
of smart, motivated students. 
Accepting an offer of admission 
here commits us to four years—
and eventually, a lifetime—of 
successful overachievement. 

And then there are the 
majors we choose and the 
friends we acquire. These too 
confi ne us. Sometimes we 
switch our academic focus or 
our friendships alter, but these 
changes are the exception 
rather than the rule. As our col-
lege career progresses, our role 
here becomes increasingly pre-
defi ned. 

We have our entire lives 
ahead of us, full of set careers 
and familial obligations. True, 
there is a great deal of comfort 
in developing a fi xed identity, 
and I often wish to speed up 
the process of self-discovery 
and arrive immediately at the 
knowledge of my purpose in 
life. Still, I’m not ready to be 
done playing dress-up.

Halloween shouldn’t be 
the only time we feel brave 
enough to slip on new roles 
and try things we would not 
attempt unmasked. We should 
be pushing ourselves routinely, 
constantly, to try more, to 
explore more, to be more. 

We should be pushing 
each other, too. I wish I could 
say that bold experimentation 
comes solely from within and, 
therefore, reshaping our college 
experience requires nothing 
more than a few introspective 
glances in the mirror. The truth 
is, however, that redefi ning our-
selves is much easier when the 
world around us is open to such 
redefi nition. 

Ultimately, we should strive 
to make the Wash. U. experi-
ence a bit more like a perpetual 
Halloween, albeit without the 
fake spider webs and tomb-
stones. Or the clock radio 
costumes. 

Eve Samborn
Forum Editor This Monday, members 

of our student body 
engaged in a fl ash mob 
protest to demon-

strate opposition to the framing 
of Washington University’s 
“Energy Future” conference. The 
conference promoted a vision 
of future energy sources that left 
out renewable energy such as 
wind and solar and directed its 
emphasis to nuclear power, clean 
coal and genetically engineered 
biofuels.

The protest was organized by 
members of Green Action who, 
through comprehensive initia-
tives that target many elements 
of the student body, have sought 
to cultivate broad-based support 
for their disapproval of the Uni-
versity’s marketing of the term 
“clean coal” and their concern 
over the infl uence of coal execu-
tives on the University’s board 
of trustees.

We are similarly concerned 
by the fact that promotional 
materials for the “Energy 
Future” conference displayed 
the Washington University in St. 
Louis logo next to three equally-
sized logos of Ameren UE, Arch 
Coal, Inc. and Peabody Energy, 

all of whose CEOs are mem-
bers of the University’s board of 
trustees. The board of trustees 
effectively owns our Univer-
sity, and this marketing position 
demonstrates the pervasive infl u-
ence of their corporate missions 
upon the external reputation of 
our University. We are likewise 
alarmed by the fact that a confer-
ence purporting to discuss our 
“Energy Future” did not include 
renewable energy sources.

Moreover, the University 
is the chair of the International 
Consortium for Clean Coal Utili-
zation, whose title includes what 
many consider a slanted term. 
What is commonly referred to as 
“clean coal” poses problems that 
include the environmental haz-
ards of mountaintop removal and 
the social justice issues posed by 
the devastation of mine workers’ 
communities. We believe that 
references to coal by the Uni-
versity should not be modifi ed 
by the word “clean,” but instead 
should use scientifi c language 
to refer to carbon capture and 
sequestration.

A balanced and pragmatic 
approach by the University 
would ideally incorporate the 

use of current technologies as an 
interim step toward the eventual 
adoption of renewable resources. 
While current technology that 
can help make the most of the 
currently available fuel sources 
is necessary to bridge the gap, 
the lack of attention to a more 
renewable future is disconcert-
ing. We would like to see at 
such conferences the benefi ts 
and drawbacks of each type of 
energy available to us both cur-
rently and in the future, and we 
are dismayed to see a lack of bal-
ance in this regard.

Last year, Richard Axel-
baum—a faculty member and 
the director the Consortium—
informed members of Green 
Action that there had not been 
suffi cient student pressure to 
encourage the University to alter 
its positions on coal. On Wednes-
day, Student Union Senate 
passed a resolution in support of 
the protesters’ activism, and next 
week, its members will debate 
the adoption of a resolution 
regarding the University’s use of 
the term “clean coal” generally. 
SU is a vehicle through which 
we can show the University that 
these positions, as well as the 

promotional activity devoted to 
advancing them, demand recon-
sideration and that we as students 
have a voice in the matter.

But SU resolutions effec-
tively do very little. We feel that 
individual students can combine 
to make a far greater collective 
difference with responses like 
that which we saw from Green 
Action Monday night. Given the 
potential for this kind of wide-
spread student vocalization, we 
encourage you to research the 
challenges of coal utilization 
for yourselves to determine an 
intelligent and measured stance 
on how the University should 
move forward in projecting our 
world’s energy future. Moreover, 
we encourage you to write to 
Matthew Malten, assistant vice 
chancellor for campus sustain-
ability and other school offi cials 
about your viewpoints. It is 
also important, in the long run, 
that we reach outside the Wash. 
U. community for support to 
ensure that the University hears 
the message that its reputation 
is intertwined with “clean coal” 
research that may prove hazard-
ous for the future—our planet’s 
and our own.

See ALADESUYI, page 5 See CHRISTOFANELLI, page 5

University should consider 
renewable energy sources
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To the girls convinced his phone 
is broken: Time for a reality check

Why didn’t he 
call me last 
night? Maybe 
my phone’s 

broken—should I check my 
Facebook inbox again? Maybe 
his phone’s broken? Should I 
call him? I could send him a 
friendly text. Did he call you? 
What do you think, should I 
call him? I’m over him! He 
doesn’t deserve me! But I 
thought we had such a great 
time!”

Girls, come on! Shouldn’t 
we be past the point of driv-
ing ourselves crazy over last 
night’s forgettable hookup? 
He loves me, he loves me not: 
Common sense tells us it must 
be one or the other, but when 
faced with the question after 
a steamy night (or meaning-
less walk home and short-lived 
kiss), excuses for his inaction 
are rampant. And then come 
the excuses for our excuses. 
If you’ve spent the last hour 
complaining that he hasn’t 
responded, then I must say, 
you’re probably not over him. 
And I’ll believe you actually 
think he’s a terrible guy when 
his profi le page is no longer 
bookmarked on your laptop. 

What happened to wearing 
the pants in our post-feminist-
era relationships? For too long 
we’ve been called hysteri-
cal and possessive. Instead of 
moving on, the threat of rejec-
tion only makes some hold 

on tighter, clinging to both 
the uninterested guys and any 
last thread of hope. To all the 
singles, fl irts and relationship 
junkies out there: the strong 
girls we admire—the ones 
with boys wrapped around 
their fi ngers—don’t have a 
secret. They just know when 
to say when. 

So how do you take back 
control in a world where tra-
ditional “dating” is practically 
obsolete? My friends and I 
have made our fair share of 
mistakes, leaving me with a 
long list to choose from. 

The top 10 (this list is by 
no means complete and is 
open to suggestions):

1.  Take a hint. If he ignores 
you, fl irts with another girl 
in front of you or has a 
busy week fi ve weeks in a 
row…it’s over.

2.  The more isn’t always the 
merrier. Hooking up with 
more than one guy does 
not make you a slut, but it 
doesn’t make you infallible 
either. There is no such 
thing as a sure thing, even 
when you have a backup 
plan.

3.  If your friends don’t like 
him (for those of you who 
trust your friends), it’s time 
to get out.

4.  If his friends don’t like 
you…this will only turn 
out badly.

5.  It’s not a coincidence if 
he only texts you after 
midnight. Ever heard of a 
booty call? 

6.  If a guy likes a girl he 
doesn’t leave her on the 
dance fl oor to…

 a. Stretch his legs.
 b. Check on his friend.
 c. Get a drink of water.

7.  Your desperation does not 

count when considering his 
positive attributes (even 
if the only thing you can 
think of is that he’s nice).

8.  If you ever think your 
expectations are too high, 
remind yourself that when 
a guy imagines his ideal 
girl he Googles a picture of 
Megan Fox. 

9.  If a guy tells you how 

much he loves your 
roommate, he’s not com-
plimenting your excellent 
choice in friends.

10. His phone is never broken. 
Enough said.

Alissa Rotblatt
Staff Columnist

Alissa is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. She can be reached 
via e-mail at arrotbla@artsci.
wustl.edu.

that impedes Egypt’s quest is 
that Farouk Hosny, Egypt’s cul-
ture minister, lost an election 
to head UNESCO, the United 
Nations culture agency. If the 
bust was stolen, it seems that 
Egypt has every intention to 
get it back and let its relation-
ship with Germany sour in the 
meantime. Although the truth 
about what happened when 
Nefertiti’s bust was found in 
1912 has been lost in history, 
the confl ict must nevertheless 
be resolved today. 

But unfortunately, it seems 
that an issue like this—political 
agendas aside—comes down 
to the answers to some hard 
questions. For example, is there 
a clear distinction between 
art and artifact? Can either 
be owned or traded for? Who 
has the authority to speak for 
something that represents an 
entire culture and, more impor-
tantly, who is an individual to 

decide to give it away? Does 
an historical artifact belong to a 
specifi c country, or rather, does 
it belong to all as a record of 
the greater journey in human 
civilization? 

Although I do not know 
the answers to all of these 
questions, I do believe that 
Germany has a unique oppor-
tunity to set the tone in this 
coming age of global under-
standing and equality by doing 
something completely unprec-
edented. By returning a symbol 
of history, culture and art back 
to its homeland, Germany 
would acknowledge Egypt, and 
by extension other countries 
facing similar issues, as coun-
terpart curators of world history.

the Fed is up to.  
There are concerns, of 

course, about preventing sen-
sitive fi nancial information 
from being released immedi-
ately. For this reason, the author 
of the bill, Congressman Ron 
Paul, has agreed to a time lapse 
between Fed action and an 
audit. This compromise is fair, 
and there is no reason why the 
American people cannot have 
full transparency in their cen-
tral bank after such precautions 

have been added. The United 
States has now come the closest 
to Federal Reserve transparency 
since its mysterious inception 
on Jekyll Island 96 years ago. 
The more the Fed resists these 
efforts, the more reason we have 
to believe they have something 
to hide.

Kemi is a freshman in Arts & 
Sciences. She can be reached 
via e-mail at imekkemi@gmail.
com.

When Mel Gibson 
so impressively 
screamed for 
freedom at the 

end of “Braveheart,” it was 
stirring. When the United 
States freed itself from the 
claws of George III, we 
became a nation. When you 
are freed from the oppres-
sion of Washington University 
midterms, it is exhilarat-
ing. Freedom, therefore, of 
all shapes and sizes, appears 
to be a good thing. The word 
“thing” is used because if I 
chose to defi ne freedom with a 
less generic and obtuse word, 
we would be led into meta-
physical discussions on the 
theoretical nature of such a 

state of being, and clearly no 
one wants to be led down such 
a dark and scary path. 

Anyway, what I’m trying 
to get at here is that if freedom 
is so obviously benefi cial (Mel 
Gibson movies never lie), why 
do I feel like students at this 
university are not granted as 
much freedom as we deserve? 
Correct me if I am wrong, but 
it seems as though Wash. U. 
students rarely get the ben-
efi t of the doubt. This idea has 
been stewing in my brain for 
quite a while, and Eliza Adel-
son’s article on the alleged 
WUPD profi ling certainly 
brought up an aspect of what I 
am talking about. 

Colleges are historically 
liberal environments. Now, 
by no means am I suggesting 
a ’60s-esque return to overt 
public nudity and hallucinogen 

abuse. I simply feel that we, 
as students, are fairly moni-
tored for people who are not 
only supposed to be treated 
like adults, but also “the future 
leaders” of this great country. 

I happen to know a stu-
dent who was stopped and 
questioned by a University 
City police offi cer simply for 
walking home too late. If this 
does not imply some sort of 
assumed guilt, or some belief 
that we as college students are 
degenerate thugs, then call me 
Mariah Carey, and I assure 
you, I am not Mariah Carey. 
I understand that our school 
has an extremely tenuous rela-
tionship with the off-campus 
community at the moment, but 
is this sort of hawkish patrol 
really necessary? I would sus-
pect that pretty much all of 
our students are intelligent and 

good people, given that we 
were admitted to this univer-
sity in the fi rst place. 

Humans as a species are 
fallible. We make mistakes, 
and this is not, in our particu-
lar case, just because we are 
young or in college. People 
make stupid decisions all the 
time. I understand that the 
school prides itself on its repu-
tation and on its academics, 
and those are fantastic quali-
ties—after all, they drew me 
to this school in the fi rst place. 
However, as a result of the 
image that we have to uphold, 
I sometimes feel that the 
undergraduate student body is 
under a constant spotlight. 

Simply because a student 
is able to excel both in aca-
demics and in extracurriculars 
does not mean that he or she 
is fl awless. Nor is that person 

an incorrigible, disgusting 
creature. There is a delicate 
balance, and I sometimes feel 
that our administration expects 
a little too much out of us. If 
we make a mistake, it’s part 
of life. There doesn’t always 
have to be a slew of judicial 
processes to make us realize 
we were wrong. A little trust 
between the administration 
and the student body would go 
a long way. I hope this article 
doesn’t get me suspended. 

Signing off,
The paranoid columnist

P.S. Big Brother is always 
watching.

Charlie Low
Staff Columnist

A call for freedom (sort of)

Charlie is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. He can be reached via 
e-mail at chlow@artsci.wustl.edu.

Internet television shifting 
from the public sphere

to a privatized commodity

When I saw that 
Hulu took 
“Arrested 
Development” 

Seasons 2 and 3 off their site, 
I almost threw my computer 
out my window. After cooling 
down (by watching a Season 1 
episode), I realized that this is 
just one instance where Inter-
net television providers have 
started taking down videos 
because they do not receive 
enough revenue from them. 

You may wonder, “Why 
should they post videos if 
they’re not profi ting from 
them?” However, the real 
issue is that companies like 
Hulu act as middle-men for 
media corporations like NBC 
and FOX, and these compa-
nies are realizing how many 
viewers they have. With this 
realization, they assume that 

they now have more power 
to dictate which shows 
should be presented, depend-
ing on where they get more 
advertisements. 

Once content is placed on 
the Internet, do Internet tele-
vision providers like Hulu 
have the right to take it down 
simply because they feel like 
it? The problem presented by 
Hulu is that its Web site has 
millions of viewers who prefer 
the higher quality and depend-
able show presentation and 
act on that power—and Hulu 
knows this.  

Indeed, Hulu is somewhat 
revolutionary in the sense that 
people can go to a Web site 
that has permission from sev-
eral media corporations to post 
videos that people may not 
have time to watch when they 
come out on TV. I’m even 
willing to go as far as to say 
that I can deal with the annoy-
ing ads that pop up every 10 
minutes, as long as I can get 

the shows I want at the quality 
of regular TV. 

A few years back, when 
Hulu did not exist, media cor-
porations had to deal with 
hundreds of Web sites that 
would take copyrighted videos 
and post them on the Inter-
net for general viewership. 
Sites would have question-
able sources of movies and 
videos, but most of them were 
free and did not have any 
ads in the middle of the vid-
eos. Media giants realized 
there was no way of win-
ning the war against Robin 
Hoods of copyrighted videos. 
So they decided to aid Hulu, 
a Web site that would have 
only copyrighted material 
(with permission, of course) 
from specifi c media corpora-
tions. Guess who owns Hulu? 
NBC, FOX and ABC all have 
major stakes in Hulu owner-
ship; so when Hulu announces 
that a show will be taken off 
their Web site, it’s probably 

due to NBC, FOX or ABC’s 
demands. 

In the end, viewers like 
us (whom Hulu insincerely 
thanks) must grit our teeth and 
look elsewhere for free online 
television and movies of qual-
ity. The idea of Hulu sounds 
great (especially the free part), 
but when major corporations 
start dipping their hands into 
the batter, commercialization 
is sure to follow. Yes, it may 
be illegal to post copyrighted 
material, but can we ever 
reach a middle ground where 
viewers can get free Internet 
television without the hassles 
of commercialization and 
without breaking any laws? 

While that debate goes on, 
I don’t need Hulu anyway. 
I’ve got Ninjavideo.

Philip is a sophomore in Arts & 
Sciences. He can be reached 
via e-mail at pchristofanelli@
hotmail.com.

Aditya Sarvesh
Forum Editor

Aditya is a junior in Arts & Sci-
ences and a Forum editor. He 
can be reached via e-mail at 
asarvesh@artsci.wustl.edu.
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STUDENT LIFE presents a guide to places of worship in the WU community

Religious Directory

Sundays:  11am & 9pm

6352 Forsyth · 935-9191

Masses at the CSC:

Catholic Student Center

Stop by any time to study, relax or pray!

www.washucsc.org

We’re here for YOU!

Masses and Free Soup Meal:
Tuesdays at 5:15 pm
 Fridays at 12:05 pm

6199 Waterman (at Skinker)
(314)863-1992 • www.graceumcstl.org

Every Sunday:
Casual Worship 

in Chapel 8:30 a.m.
Classic Worship 

in Sanctuary 10:30a.m.

Van Service from Shepley Drive 
at the Clock Tower 10:10 a.m.

FREE Lunches for Students 
at 11:45 a.m.

Looking for a place 
to get involved in 

www.union-avenue.org

SERVICEarts
faith?
UNIONAVENUECHRISTIANCHURCH

D I S I C P L E S  O F  C H R I S T

INSPIRING ETHICAL LIVING

The Ethical Society is a community of 
people united in the belief that an 

ethical life creates a more just, loving 
and sustainable world for all.  

Join us on Sunday mornings for the 
9:45 Forum &

11:00 Platform Address. 
Children's Sunday School meets 

10am-noon

Ethical Society of St. Louis
(1/4 mile west of the Galleria)

9001 Clayton Rd.
                   (314) 991-0955

www.ethicalstl.org 

Join us for Sunday Platform Adresses at 11 a.m.

LUTHERAN CAMPUS 
MINISTRY

Relax.  Reflect.  Renew.

Sundays at 8:00 pm

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

863.8140

7pm FREE home-cooked meal.

Candlelight Worship

www.BaisAbe.com
6910 Delmar 

in the Loop

“Bais Abe” 

Meditative and Learners’ services in 
English, Communal Shabbat meals, 

Jewish learning opportunities.  
Call or email for more info.  

314.721.3030  rabbi@baisabe.com  

-A warm & open community 
for faculty and students 
right around the corner.Advertise your place of worship for only $18 per week!

Contact us to find out how.

314-935-6713 | advertising@studlife.com
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Hometown: Paoli, Pa.
Major: Mechanical engineering

Junior David Chao was the 
lone Washington University 
swimmer to win an individual 
event against Division I South-
ern Illinois University Carbon-
dale on Oct. 30. Chao won the 
200 freestyle against DePauw 
and swam the anchor leg in a 
400 freestyle relay decided by 
one second on Oct. 31. His ac-
complishments in the pool have 
earned him Athlete of the Week 
honors.

Student Life: Talk about the 
400 free relay against DePauw 
that won the dual meet.

David Chao: We knew it 
was going to come down to that 
relay. We all got in a huddle and 
said how we had to win this. 
When the third guy jumped in, 
I was already pretty excited. My 
adrenaline was pumping. When 
I get on the blocks, I usually look 
to the guys next to me just to get 
me more pumped up and saying, 
“This is the guy I need to beat.”  

Marc [Minowitz, Wash. U. 
freshman] got a good lead for 
me. I’m sure I would have been 
even more excited if it was close. 
I was actually kind of worried 
[DePauw’s John Cook] would 
have caught me. His best time 
is probably a second faster than 
mine. He should have won the 
race. I guess I stepped it up more 
than him. I love swimming un-
der pressure. 

When I dove in, it was no 
problem. My arms were turning 
really fast. My adrenaline was 
pumping. My leg started dying 

on the last 25. I was like, “I bet-
ter not lose this.” I was gritting 
my teeth and holding on for dear 
life. I looked up at the scoreboard 
and everyone was cheering.

SL: What are the season 
goals?

DC: Top two at UAAs, top 
four at NCAAs and top GPA in 
the nation. A big one was when 
one person is on the blocks, ev-
eryone is on the blocks. When 
one person is on the blocks, ev-
eryone’s cheering. We’re trying 
to do everything to succeed as 
a team.

SL: What do students miss 
out on by not going to Wash. U. 
meets?

DC: They’re missing out 
on seeing how…[the] part of 
the Wash. U. community that is 

the swimmers get so excited for 
each other. They’ll be surprised 
to see how close some meets 
come down [to], especially the 
last event. You’ll be winning one 
time, losing the other time. 

I got a text from one of my 
friends who lived on my fresh-
man fl oor. She was like, “That 
was my fi rst time at a Wash. U. 
swim meet. I never expected it 
to be that crazy or intense.” You 
wouldn’t expect a swim meet to 
be that intense. A lot of the races 
are pretty close. That just makes 
for a very exciting and loud at-
mosphere in the pool.

The Bears’ next meet is the 
Washington University Thanks-
giving Invitational on Nov. 21. 
An extended Q&A can found at 
studlife.com.

Johann Qua Hiansen
Senior Sports Editor

Men’s water polo 
advances to nationals

for fi rst time

The Washington Univer-
sity club men’s water polo 
team received its fi rst bid to 
the Division III Club National 
Championship at Bowdoin 
College in Maine this week-
end. The Bears, who compete 
in the Missouri Valley Division, 
are the top seed. According to 
fi fth-year student Adam Webb, 
the Bears fi nished sixth and 
had the best result of Division 
III schools in their region. “This 
is the best team I’ve played on 
in my fi ve years at Wash. U,” 
Webb said. The Red and Green 
take on Bowdoin at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday. Other schools include 
New York University, Grinnell 
College, Tufts University and 
Middlebury College. (Johann 
Qua Hiansen)

Bears trounce Tritons 4-0

The Washington Univer-
sity women’s soccer team 
soundly defeated University 
of Missouri-St. Louis 4-0 in an 
exhibition game on Wednesday. 

The Bears dominated the offen-
sive end with an 11-1 advantage 
as the goalkeepers—freshman 
Clara Jaques and junior Katy 
Southworth—shut the Tritons 
out.

Senior midfi elder Elyse 
Hanly found the net fi rst as she 
received a cross from sopho-
more Emma Brown 28 minutes 
into the fi rst half. Hanly added 
another for her seventh 
career goal with only 10 sec-
onds remaining in the fi rst half 
as she headed in a pass from 
senior Libby Held’s free kick 
just inside the 50-yard line.

Brown, UAA goal leader, 
delivered the third Bear goal 
of the game after receiving a 
pass from sophomore Natalie 
Callaghan.

To cap off the scoring, soph-
omore Michelle Peterson snuck 
the ball past the Cougar goalie 
from a corner kick delivered 
by classmate Lee Ann Felder 
for her fi rst career goal.

The Bears fi nish regular 
season play against University 
of Chicago on Saturday, in a 
match that determines if Wash. 
U. will be crowned the UAA 
champion. (Sadie Mackay)

sportsbriefs

Athlete of the Week: David Chao

WU
in the

rankings
Men’s basketball: No. 1

Women’s basketball: No. 1

Volleyball: No. 3

Women’s golf: No. 5

Women’s cross country: No. 7

Women’s soccer: No. 8

Hometown: Chagrin Falls, Ohio
Majors: Spanish, biology

Junior Taryn Surtees fi nished 
fi rst with a time of 21:07 as the 
women’s cross country team 
won the 2009 UAA champion-
ship. Surtees earned the UAA 
Most Valuable Athlete title for 
the second year in a row and is 
the Student Life Athlete of the 

Week.
Student Life: When did you 

start running?
Taryn Surtees: I started 

running track in seventh grade. 
I ran the 800-meter race after 
fi nding that hurdles didn’t really 
work out for me. The year after, 
I started running cross country 
as a last-minute decision to stay 
in shape for track. However, 
over time I began to appreciate 
cross country more and more.

SL: Out of three years run-

ning for Washington Univer-
sity, you’ve been the UAA 
Most Valuable Athlete twice. 
How was it different the second 
time?

TS: Last year it was a lot 
more exciting. It was a really 
big goal of mine. However, this 
year I’m a lot more focused on 
the team—I was worried more 
about how the team was per-
forming at conference rather 
than just myself. It ended up 
putting a lot less pressure on me, 
which is when I run the best, so 
it was probably a big factor in 
my race time. Being the UAA 
Most Valuable Athlete was 
more of a stepping-stone to the 
greater goals I have this year.

SL: How do you balance 
work, being pre-med, and run-
ning?

TS: It’s defi nitely a learning 
process, and without a doubt 
something that I’ve learned how 
to do with time. I used to feel re-
ally bad in freshman year when I 
couldn’t concentrate on my work 
on the bus because people were 
talking, but since then I’ve got-
ten a lot better at managing my 
time. I know that I won’t have 
my team forever so I’d rather be 
spending time with them when 
I can at the meets, rather than 
worrying about work that I may 
be missing. We do run at 6:30 
in the morning, so that requires 
getting enough sleep, which can 
be hard when you have an exam 
the next day. It’s defi nitely a 
trade-off between work and run-
ning, but I’m getting a lot better 
at balancing it with time.

Cross country competes at 
the NCAA Midwest Regional 
Championships on Nov. 14 in 
Oshkosh, Wis.

Junior David Chao gazes at the scoreboard after winning 
the 400 freestyle relay, giving the Bears the overall victory at 
Saturday’s meet versus Southern Illinois University Carbondale.

JARED BULLOCK | STUDENT LIFE

Matthew Green
Sports Reporter

Athlete of the Week: Taryn Surtees

Junior Taryn Surtees took fi rst at the UAA championship and was 
named UAA Most Valuable Athlete for the second straight year.
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As the decade draws to a 
close, it becomes necessary to 
refl ect on the events and experi-
ences that have shaped our last 
10 years. And what could be 
more important, in this refl ec-
tion, than the “Maury” show? 
Connie Chung’s husband has 
proved himself to be of equal 
caliber as a hard-hitting journal-
ist in his coverage of everything 
the public really truly cares 
about: obese infants, baby 

daddies, out-of-control teens and 
irrational phobias. And to top 
it off, he always does it with a 
smile—or a laugh as a woman 
describes her husband’s kid-
napping. To celebrate Povich’s 
lasting infl uence on the 2000s, 
here is a list of the top fi ve 
“Maury” moments from the last 
10 years:

Irrational phobias:
In many of his segments, 

Povich genuinely tries to help his 
guests, including those focusing 
on irrational phobias. Despite 
the guests’ later appearances on 
the program to show how cured 
they are, the way he goes about 
it is, well, a bit questionable. And 
that’s what makes it so entertain-
ing! As for the top moment, this 
one has to be a tie: There’s the 
woman who is deathly afraid of 
mustard, yet she loves ketchup 
and worked at Burger King. 
She goes so berserk when they 
bring out a tray piled high with 
mustard that she runs into the 
crowd, attempts to strangle one 
of the audience members and 
then settles for hiding under 
the bleachers. Then there’s the 
woman who sobbingly confesses 
her fear of cotton balls and recur-
ring nightmares about a man 
made entirely of cotton balls. 

So what does Maury do? He 
brings out the cotton ball man, of 
course! Every time I watch this, 
I don’t even fi nd myself pitying 
the woman falling apart in front 
of my eyes as Maury chuckles to 
himself, or pitying her clueless 
husband as he tries to comfort 
her. I pity the guy whose only 
acting credit is the Cotton Ball 
Man. 

Out-of-control 
teenagers:

Out-of-control teenagers are 
common guests on the “Maury” 
show, but this one takes the cake. 
The dramatic tale follows Vicky 
and her 15-year-old daughter 
Victoria’s desperate mission to 
get pregnant. They reveal that 
Victoria has had unprotected 
sex more than 300 times with 
15 different guys (cue shocked 
yells from the audience) at the 
park, the mall, the playground, 
the staircase of a building, her 
mother’s bed. I won’t say it isn’t 
jarring to hear Victoria’s baby 
voice explain that she needs the 
“love and attention” a baby will 
give her as Vicky, her mother, 
sadly looks on, but don’t waste 
your time sympathizing with 
Vicky. Victoria is clearly very 
intelligent. I mean, she obviously 
has thought everything through 

in her pregnancy scheme. She 
has the blankets, tons of baby 
clothes, and “Girls Gone Wild” 
aspirations. What else could she 
need to be a good mother? Yeah, 
it’s cool, ’cause she’s got it like 
that. 

Paternity tests:
Perhaps the most famous 

segment of the “Maury” show 
is the paternity tests: women 
write in to Povich and force their 
husbands/boyfriends/one-night 
stands to take the test after said 
male denies responsibility for the 
child. Maury tenderly interviews 
the woman about her struggles 
and then brings out the “father” 
in question, even showing side-
by-side pictures of the baby 
and the so-called “baby daddy.” 
Povich has devoted countless, 
always entertaining episodes to 
this theme, but there is one that 
stands out above all the rest—
and no, it’s not the 12-year-old 
girl testing the 13-year-old boy, 
or the case of the still-elusive 
father after testing 17 differ-
ent men. No, in this clip, now 
infamous on YouTube, Sabrina 
declares that she is “not 100, 
not 200, but 5,000 percent sure” 
that Andrew is the father of her 
baby. Obviously, Maury declares 
that he is not. The crowd goes 

wild. Andrew breaks out into a 
smooth moonwalk (on the You-
Tube version, set to Outkast’s 
“The Way You Move”). Sabrina 
drags herself, sobbing, off stage. 
Maury runs to comfort her. 
And Andrew? He just keeps on 
dancing.

Man or woman?
In one of Maury’s more poi-

gnant segments, an elaborate 
runway is constructed for lovely 
women to parade around while 
wearing skimpy outfi ts and eve-
ning gowns—with one catch: 
some are women, and some are 
actually men. It is the job of the 
rambunctious audience to decide 
(via screaming or one-on-one 
questioning with Povich him-
self) the gender of the person. 
It seems simple, but this seg-
ment is so addictive because the 
task is actually quite diffi cult. 
Without fail, the most natu-
ral, perfect-looking woman is 
revealed to be a man—and the 
crowd goes wild! These seg-
ments, with titles such as “Hot 
Spring Bunnies, or Men Dressed 
as Honeys?” only showcase 
the elegance and subtlety these 
women (or “women”) exude 
as they confi dently open up a 
grill to reveal the word “MAN” 
spelled out in hot dogs.

Parody:
Maury is, arguably, too 

ridiculous to be parodied. The 
guests, the topics, the audience: 
They’re all unimaginably more 
absurd than anything most peo-
ple can think up. But there is one 
show that manages to capture 
the true spirit of the “Maury” 
show beautifully, and that is 
“South Park.” In their episode 
“Freak Strike,” the boys see an 
episode of the “Maury” show in 
which a girl with no midsection 
wins a gift certifi cate (undoubt-
edly based on a real episode in 
which a woman with “no bot-
tom half” brings her children). 
To win a prize of his own, Cart-
man goes on the show scantily 
clad and smothered in makeup 
as one of the out-of-control kids. 
His claims escalate: He has 
unprotected sex, he doesn’t go 
to school, he kills people, he’s 
part of 12 gangs that only com-
mit hate crimes, and he was 
elected congressman and had 
an affair with an intern and then 
killed her and buried her body. 
Whatever—he does what he 
wants. Then they announce the 
next guest: a 4-month-old baby 
who takes off her clothes and is 
thus deemed out of control and 
berated by the audience. Maury, 
are you getting this?
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ACROSS
1 “__ be an honor”
4 Absurd sham
9 Music

performance
rights org.

14 Fizzle out
15 Where work may

pile up
16 Bit of wisdom
17 Respond to

Uncle Sam’s
poster request

20 Navajo relative
21 Wood decay
22 Tall and 

long-limbed
23 Hope/Crosby film

title word
24 Captured
27 __-Cat: winter

vehicle
28 Movieland
30 Eliminate entirely
32 __, meenie ...
33 Outdoor nap site
36 Women, in 

old-fashioned
parlance

38 Blow one’s top
39 Chasms
40 “Pay attention!”
43 Pesky little tyke
46 Retailing pioneer

R.H. __
47 Eternities
48 Zellweger of

“Chicago”
50 Anxiety
52 Texas metropolis
53 Passive-

aggressive tactic
56 Land along the

ocean
57 Two under par,

on a hole
58 Up to, in

classified ads
59 Aches
60 Father of Beau

and Jeff
61 Go out with

DOWN
1 Lofty principles
2 __ Alley: old

music-publishing
district

3 Old White House
middle name

4 Suspicious
5 Poker payment

6 Sac fly stat
7 Approve tacitly
8 Crowd scene

actors
9 Copycat

10 Furry North
Pacific swimmers

11 Hanna-Barbera
output

12 Escort’s offer
13 Thickness
18 “Gross!”
19 Jekyll’s alter ego
23 Actuary’s

calculation
25 Cut or scrape, in

totspeak
26 Lego relative
28 Tic __: mint
29 Eric the Red’s

son
30 Loneliness

syndrome when
kids leave home

31 Repetitive
learning method

33 Captain’s
position

34 “Carmen”
highlight

35 Like weightlifters
36 Animal rights

activists’
concerns

37 Draft choice
39 Five-star leader
41 Nifty
42 Low-cost

lodging
43 Coastal

irregularities,
and word
anagrammed in
this puzzle’s
four longest
answers

44 Stinker
45 Mortar and __
48 Gave a PG,

say
49 Shade tree
51 Tolkien tree

people
52 Six-time Emmy

winner Tyne
53 Teaching inst.
54 Chit
55 Bigheadedness

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

By Dan Naddor 11/6/09

(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 11/6/09

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Level:
1 2
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Hannah Schwartz
TV Editor

The pitch: Bob Wilton 
(Ewan McGregor) is a jour-
nalist in over his head when 
he decides to go to Iraq during 
the earlier stages of the inva-
sion. While waiting to cross the 
border, he meets Lyn Cassady 
(George Clooney), who is also 
on his way to Iraq on a super-
top-secret black ops mission. 
Cassady claims to have been 
part of the New Earth Army, cre-
ated by army hippie Billy Djanjo 
(Jeff “The Dude” Bridges) 20 
years earlier. This section of the 
Army was trained in mental com-
bat to see if love and peace can 
win wars. The answer is no, but 

we see through multiple fl ash-
backs that the group still tries to 
become “the fi rst superpower to 
develop super powers.” The nar-
rative then continues to showcase 
Cassady and Wilton fl oundering 
in the desert, constantly lost and 
getting captured multiple times. 
Cassady’s rival Larry Hooper 
(Kevin Spacey) appears midway 
though the fi lm, helping in its 
lack of confl ict.  

The good: Some moments 
showcase absurdity at its best. 
In the opening, for example, a 
commander runs full force into a 
wall in an attempt to go through 
it. Clooney is another high point, 
who, even when insane, is as 
smooth as ever and anchors the 
fi lm. Being a dork could be the 
coolest thing ever. McGregor 

has some of the best lines, utiliz-
ing his innocent eyes for making 
lines like “What is a Jedi war-
rior?” almost go unnoticed. 
Because nothing he would know 
about that!

The bad and the ugly: The 
movie does not have enough 
steam to last its entirety, even 
though it comes in at only 93 
minutes. The underhanded, dead-
pan jokes start off funny but are 
not enough to cover up the weak 
narrative, which tails off just 
when you expect it to fi nally cul-
minate in something. 

The bottom line: The fi lm 
is powered by its actors and 
worth seeing for their battle of 
wits. The viewer is kept in good 
humor throughout, but nothing is 
accomplished or really happens. 
The satire could be pushed fur-
ther, and the gags could be more 
outright funny instead of subtle. 
The fi lm comes in as groovy but 
not far out. 

★★★✩✩
directed by
Grant Heslov

and starring
George Clooney, Ewan 

McGregor and Jeff Bridges

Christina Wilson
Cadenza Reporter

FILM REVIEW

‘The Men Who Stare 
at Goats’

Darndest

Is this your fi rst time being robbed? You’re doing great. (“Out of 
Sight”) 

This is why Superman works alone. (“Batman and Robin”)

There’s a 95-pound Chinese man with 160 million dollars behind 
this door. (“Ocean’s Eleven”)

I guess, something inside of me died, when I realized that you’d 
hired a goon to kill me. (“Intolerable Cruelty”) 

There’s no news, boys, so go out there and make some news.
Rob a bank, mug an old lady, whatever—just do something. 
(“Good Night, and Good Luck”)

COURTESY OF OVERTURE FILMS

George Clooney
movie quotes

DANIEL A. ANDERSON | MCT CAMPUS
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it’s almost 2010

TV talk show host Maury 
Povich, known for his relaxed 
nature while tackling issues.

VAN NESS | MCT CAMPUS
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When we first start dat-
ing someone, we tend to 
see them as perfect—their 
bizarre habits become cute 
little quirks and their per-
sonal stories that might 
otherwise incite a yawn 
are instantly fascinat-
ing. All you want to do is 
spend every free minute 
with them, preferably mak-
ing out. In short, it takes 
a lot to separate you from 
this incredible new person. 
But nothing can make you 
leap up and head for the 
hills like this phrase: “So 
my parents are coming into 
town next weekend…”

I forget when exactly 
my boyfriend told me that 
his parents were visit-
ing, but I do remember 
that we had only been dat-
ing for about a month, 
and although I responded 
enthusiastically, I was 
practically lacing up my 
running shoes (Julia Rob-
erts-style). I prayed that 
his next sentence would 
be, “So I’m sorry if I’m 
not around a lot,” but 
instead I got what I should 
have expected: “Want to 
come out to dinner with 
us on Friday?” If his arm 
hadn’t been around my 
waist, I probably would 
have been off the couch 
before he finished the 
question. But since I was 
captive, I grinned and said, 
“Sure!”

When I told my room-
mate, she was ecstatic. She 
asked me why I was so 
nervous, and I exclaimed, 
“Because they’re his 
parents!” 

We’ve seen it all—there 
are parents who keep you 
at arms length (because, 
after all, you are steal-
ing their child away from 
them), and others who 
love you instantly and 
send you Facebook mes-
sages and texts. But no 
matter what experiences 
we’ve had or witnessed 
with our significant others’ 

parents, we have an inher-
ent fear of meeting the 
people who raised our boy-
friend or girlfriend. Why 
has everyone decided that 
“meeting the parents” is 
such a major event—it’s 
just being introduced to 
some new people, right?

Wrong.
Yes, our parents are 

those obnoxious charac-
ters who call us to ask 
about grades and bug us to 
book our flights home for 
Thanksgiving. But odds 
are that they have spent 
more time with you than 
any other person in the 
world. They know you bet-
ter, they have dirt on you 
(including naked baby pic-
tures) and they understand 
how you work, as much as 
you may hate to admit it. 
When a person is that big 
of a deal in your life, intro-
ducing the person whom 
you are seeing to them is 
a way of saying, “You are 
important enough to meet 
this person who made me 
who I am. You matter.” 
And deep down, all parties 
involved know this.

So maybe the fear isn’t 
just of meeting the parents. 
It’s the fear that comes 
along with realizing how 
much someone cares about 
you. Your boyfriend or 
girlfriend is willing to deal 
with that weekly phone 
call that will now incor-
porate the question, “So 
how are you and [your 
name here] doing?” Some-
one bringing you into their 
lives in such an intimate 
way, beyond the realm of 
dorm rooms and dates, 
means that they’re in it for 
the long haul.

As far as my “meet-
ing the parents” episode, it 
went amazingly well; my 
boyfriend’s parents were 
welcoming, kind and tons 
of fun; we even went out 
again the next night. And 
honestly, things have only 
gotten better since then.

We’ll see how he does 
next weekend—did I men-
tion my parents are coming 
in on Friday?

Meet the parents

Last week, I drove with 
two friends to the nearby Cen-
tral West End for dinner. As 
the cold bit at our ears after 
we parked the car, our hud-
dled group entered a wave 
of warmth named Rasoi. The 
air in this sanctuary-esque 
restaurant was fi lled with 
the alluring smells of Indian 
spices. We took a minute to 
observe the colorful room and 
the crowds of guests devour-
ing mounds of curries before 
the hostess led our thawing 
party to a table in the back of 
the restaurant.

The menu at Rasoi offers a 
fairly inexpensive dinner (or 
brunch) with many vegetar-
ian options. In fact, there are 
more vegetarian options than 
meat dishes! Appetizers range 
from $4-$12 and entrées from 
$12-$18, including a great 
sampling of courses for $25 
(or $16 for vegetarians). 

If you’ve been to House 
of India or Flavor of India 

(two other popular St. Louis 
Indian locales), you’ll fi nd 
that Rasoi is very similar to 
both. Each restaurant offers 
the same staples of Indian cui-
sine, including malai kofta, 
lamb korma, vegetable korma 
and palak paneer. Despite 
their similarities, each res-
taurant has its upsides and 
downsides. Rasoi distin-
guishes itself consistently for 
its fresh ingredients and lamb 
korma; these reasons alone 
are enough to keep me a loyal 
customer.

On this particular evening, 
I decided on an order of vege-
table samosas and lamb shank 
korma, served with compli-
mentary white rice. After 
placing my order, I attempted 
to enter my friends’ conversa-
tion, but I was quickly carried 
into a dream-like state by the 
overwhelming scents per-
meating the air in the dining 
room. As I began to salivate, 
the waiter brought my order 
of samosas to the table, along 
with several different chut-
neys, a popular condiment 
for Indian cuisine. I picked 

up one of the two puffed pas-
tries and cut it into two parts 
to release a cloud of fl avor-
ful steam. I crunched through 
several layers of satisfying 
crust, until I reached the deli-
cately spiced potato mixture 
inside.

I could go on about how 
delicious the samosas were, 
but then I wouldn’t have space 
to explain the lamb shank 
korma. More than anything 
else, this dish motivates me to 
pick myself up and get back to 
Rasoi. Though it is one of the 
more expensive items on the 
menu, the fl avors and textures 
of this dish easily justify its 
$18 price tag. Also, it can be 
split into a half-size portion 
for a reasonable $9, if you feel 
you can’t eat the whole dish. 
Although nothing on the menu 
has been a disappointment, 
after trying this dish, I could 
not imagine ordering anything 
else.

The waiter brought out the 
dish: an oversized plate pre-
cariously holding a large hunk 
of juicy lamb, just slipping off 
its bone, alongside a generous 

portion of basmati rice, and an 
assortment of grilled vegeta-
bles. My fork slid effortlessly 
into the lamb meat, and I 
lifted the fi rst piece into my 
mouth. I realized, incredu-
lously, that I had never tasted 
lamb fl avored so agreeably.  
A couple of times during my 
meal, I distracted one of my 
friends and stole a fresh piece 
of her warm, fl uffl y naan (an 
Indian leavened bread), creat-
ing a miniature sandwich of 
naan, rice, grilled carrot and 
luscious tender warm lamb. 

My only complaint about 
the evening would be the non-
chalant attitude of the waiting 
staff. I got the general feel-
ing that our presence at the 
restaurant was more of a bur-
den than a pleasure. When we 
asked if the restaurant split 
checks, the waiter recom-
mended that we sit at separate 
tables if we wanted separate 
bills. Nevertheless, the food 
(especially the lamb) nullifi ed 
any desire for hospitality, and 
I would highly recommend 
Rasoi to any Indian food 
enthusiast.

Netta Sadovsky
Stepping Out Columnist

Out

MATT MITGANG| STUDENT LIFE

Rasoi

★★★★✬
25 N. Euclid Ave., St. Louis, MO, 63108, www.rasoi.com

What does hip-hop have to 
do with increasing social aware-
ness and alleviating hunger?  A 
diverse group of Washington 
University students and cam-
pus groups will join together 
to answer this question during 
“Hip-Hop Against Hunger: A 
Week of Cultural and Social 
Awareness,” on Nov. 9-15. 

Sophomore Celso White, 
senior John Huang and junior 
Monis Khan never expected that 
a simple discussion they had 
about hip-hop on campus last 
April would develop into such 
a large event. After the dissolu-
tion of Wash. U.’s chapter of 
Hip-Hop Congress, a club that 
promoted social and political 
awareness through hip-hop, the 
students sought to revive this 
form of dialogue on campus.

“A lot of people see hip-hop 
skewed by the media as talk-
ing about rapping and getting 
money. I really wanted to go 
back to the true essence of hip-

hop that started back to when 
it was fi rst developed,” Huang 
said. “It was…about political 
action and just expressing your-
self through music, attitude, 
dance, artwork and everything.”

They came up with the 
idea to bring Rap Sessions, a 
travelling panel of prominent 
hip-hop scholars, to speak on 
the question “Is America Really 
Post-Racial?” at Wash. U. 

“Their faces don’t pop out 
at people like Kanye West or 
Jay-Z...but these people are well 
respected in their fi elds,” White 
said. 

In addition, White, Huang 
and Khan, who are sepa-
rately involved in WuSlam, 
WuCypher and Drop Knowl-
edge, thought of ways that their 
individual clubs could contrib-
ute to the event. With the goal 
of fostering cultural awareness 
and uniting people through hip-
hop, the students reached out 
to a variety of organizations, 
including Eleven Magazine and 
Team 31.

“I thought this was a good 
opportunity for us to re-establish 

that umbrella organization for 
all the student groups on cam-
pus, especially because there’s 
been a lot of new hip-hop-ori-
ented groups,” Huang said. 

Beginning in September, 
weekly meetings were held to 
coordinate activities for Hip-
Hop Against Hunger. As the 
students explained, each cam-
pus group involved follows 
hip-hop in its own way and 
thought up unique contributions 
for the week.

The diverse expressions of 
hip-hop can be seen in the fi nal 
list of events, which includes an 
open-mic night, a dance work-
shop, a graffi ti show, a freestyle 
competition, a fashion show and 
a bboy/bgirl dance-off. Hip-Hop 
Against Hunger will culminate 
in a hip-hop festival on Nov. 
14, featuring The Paxtons, iLL-
phonics and RJD2. 

“We’re trying to go back 
and visit all the four elements 
of hip-hop: break dancing, DJ-
ing, graffi ti art and MC-ing,” 
Huang said.

While Hip-Hop Against 
Hunger will take place on the 

Wash. U. campus, the students 
want it to impact the greater St. 
Louis area. The events are open 
to everyone with the hope that 
others will join in on the cel-
ebration of hip-hop.

“A big thing that appeals to 
me about hip-hop is about the 
community, like how hip-hop 
can bring about camaraderie 
and just bring a group of people 
together under a united inter-
est,” Huang said.

Hip-Hop Week will also 
give back to the local com-
munity through donations. All 
proceeds from the festival will 
go to Operation Food Search, a 
St. Louis food bank, and there 
will be donation bins for canned 
food at the events.

By involving the St. Louis 
community along with many 
campus groups, the founders of 
Hip-Hop Week hope that this 
event will occur annually. 

“We just want to explain to 
everyone the essence of [hip-
hop], where it came from, and 
how it’s going to blow up,” 
White said.

Paula Lauris
Senior Scene Editor

Hip-Hop Week Schedule

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOHN HUANG

Eleven Mixtape Exchange 
(Whisper’s Cafe, Tisch 
Commons, the Village dining 
area, 1-4 p.m.)
Get blank CDs from these 
locations, burn a mixtape of your 
favorite tracks, and bring it back 
on Tuesday to exchange with 
fellow music lovers.
Inklings hosted by WuSlam 
(Ursa’s Fireside, 8:30-11 p.m.)
WuSlam will host its weekly 
open-mic night with a special 
hip-hop focus. There will be 
slam poetry on topics related to 
the theme, “Hip-Hop Against 
Hunger.”

Back 2 the Beat: Dance Workshops 
hosted by OneWorld (Ursa’s 
Fireside, 8-10 p.m.)
Watch Wash. U.’s step team, WU 
Style, perform and then learn moves 
of your own from “So You Think You 
Can Dance” participant and hip-hop 
choreographer Nicholas Gates.

Cypher of Fortune hosted by 
WU Cypher (Mallinckrodt Food 
Court, 4-8 p.m.)
There will be a two-on-two bboy/ 
bgirl competition among the 
best dancers in St. Louis and the 
greater Midwest. With a theme 
of fun and positive expression, 
dancers of any experience level 
can come out to participate. There 
is a $400 cash prize for fi rst place, 
and offi cial “REP STL” T-shirts 
will be on sale at the event. The 
event will have music from DJ 
Needles and DJ Keeno da Kid.
Hip-Hop Festival hosted by 
Team 31 and the Gargoyle (The 
Gargoyle, 8 p.m.-midnight)
This festival will feature The 
Paxtons, local group iLLphonics 
and internationally known DJ/
producer RJD2.

Expression Expo hosted by Drop 
Knowledge (DUC Commons, 7-10 
p.m.)
Soak in a graffi ti exhibit, fashion 
show and freestyle/beatbox battle 
while listening to a special scratch 
performance from DJ Deception 
and DJ Costik. 

Multicultural concert featuring 
Idan Raichel Project (560 Music 
Building, 8-11 p.m.)
This international music group 
from Israel is being brought by 
Wash. U. Students for Israel as part 
of Pluralism Week. The opening 
acts include Wash. U. student 
groups like WuSlam, WU Swing 
Society, WUSauce and many more.

Rap Sessions (Tisch Commons, 
7-9 p.m.) 
This panel of distinguished 
hip-hop scholars, activists and 
commentators will discuss the 
question, “Is America really post-
racial?” 

Carly MacLeod
Scene Romance Columnist

Rasoi offers traditional cuisine from northern India. Dishes like 
chicken tikka masala are fl avorful and aesthetically pleasing.
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