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NOT SO FAST
Is it really worth seeing the new “Fast & Furious” 
movie? See Cadenza to find out.
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Peter Davis introduces the Wash. U. 
community to a popular restaurant 
with unbelievable barbecue ribs. 

Men’s tennis has upped its win-
ning streak to seven but faces two 
ranked teams this weekend. For 
detailed coverage, see Sports. 

www.studlife.com

 Filmmaker and television pro-
ducer Morgan Spurlock looked per-
fectly healthy as he addressed a full 
audience of Washington University 
students, faculty and staff in Graham 
Chapel on Wednesday evening.

  Yet in 2003, Spurlock, then 32 
years old, gained 25 pounds and ac-
quired possibly irreversible damage to 
his body for his acclaimed fi lm “Super 
Size Me.” In the documentary, which 
he directed and starred in, Spurlock 
intentionally consumed three McDon-
ald’s meals a day over the span of a 
month.

  After Spurlock saw on television 
a lawsuit by two women against Mc-
Donald’s for causing their obesity and 
health problems, the fi lmmaker decid-
ed to demonstrate the adverse effects 
of fast food by subjecting himself to 
this “burger-fueled bulk up.” 

  “The more I started to hear about 
this case, the more I started to hear 
about how [McDonald’s] targets kids, 
how they market their food, and I 
said, ‘There might be a basis here for 
an argument,’” Spurlock said. “That 
stuff is like crack.”

  Spurlock said that he focused on 
the McDonald’s chain “simply be-
cause it’s the biggest.”

  “McDonald’s feeds more than 
45 million people daily. McDonald’s 
feeds more than the entire population 
of Spain every day.”

  The Assembly Series speaker also 
discussed the development of the fi lm 
and its unexpected reception.

  “The minute the fi lm premiered at 
the Sundance Film Festival, it took off 
in a way that none of us had anticipat-
ed. The fi lm really tapped into some-
thing deeper. It just blew up,” he said.

  The day before the fi lm opened in 
the United States, McDonald’s called 
for a press conference to announce 
the introduction of the “adult Happy 
Meal.”

  “The box is a little bigger, be-
cause, as we all know, the bigger the 
box, the happier the meal. There’s a 
pan of salad in there, a bottle of water 
and a little book that tells you how to 
exercise, because we’re so stupid,” 
Spurlock said.

  Shortly after the fi lm’s release, a 
spokesperson for McDonald’s also 
announced the elimination of its “Su-
per Size” option on the menu.

  “‘We’re eliminating the Super Size 
option for one reason: menu simplifi -

cation.’ [The spokesperson] actually 
said that, because we all know how 
complicated the menu is,” Spurlock 

said in another criticism of the fast 
food industry.

  In addition to catalyzing changes 

“Super Size Me” creator 
addresses packed crowd 
Kat Zhao
Senior News Editor

 They may look, cost and taste the 
same, but the new Fair Trade Certi-
fi ed bananas on campus are anything 

but ordinary. Bon Appétit made the 
switch on Tuesday to Fair Trade 
Certifi ed bananas, which are now 
available throughout campus.

  The idea was the brainchild of 
the organization called Washington 
University Students for Fair Trade. 

After the group approached Bon Ap-
pétit about the idea, the process of 
fi nding a supplier and making the 
change from zero percent to 100 
percent Fair Trade Certifi ed (FTC) 
bananas took the company only fi ve 
months to complete.

  “One of our big goals has always 
been to make Fair Trade Certifi ed 
products available on campus. A lot 
of our efforts are educational, but 
when you change products on cam-
pus, you truly affect what people 
buy,” said sophomore Jessica Gold-
kind, co-president of Students for 
Fair Trade.

  Currently, the University con-
sumes 400 pounds of bananas each 
day. So far, the volume of bananas 
purchased has remained the same, 
but with advertising, Bon Appétit 
hopes that the volume will increase.

  The change incurred an approxi-
mately 15 percent increase in the 
price of bananas, but Bon Appétit 
has consumed this cost, allowing 
prices to remain stable. To cut other 
costs within the company, more ef-

Bon Appétit goes bananas 
over Fair Trade products
Sophie Adelman
Staff Reporter

 The Washington University As-
sociation of Latin American Students’ 
ninth annual Carnaval performance 
this weekend is based off love themes 
from soap operas. The show, titled 
“Amor y Fortuna,” follows a Romeo-
and-Juliet storyline of a tumultuous 
love affair between members of two 
different social classes.

  This year’s theme signals a change 
from that of past years. Last year’s 
program focused on creating a skit for 
Carnaval that strongly centered on the 
theme of the University campus. This 
year’s show, however, will not address 
campus events.

  According to freshman Edward 
Poyo, co-chair for Carnaval, this 
year’s performance is expected to be 
one of the best performances in recent 
years.

  Sophomore David Hollander-

Urbach, who has never attended Car-
naval, said he is excited to see several 
of his friends perform in the show.

  “I’ve heard it’s going to be really 
amazing,” Hollander-Urbach said.

  Senior Yun Que, on the other hand, 
has attended Carnaval in the past and 
also plans to attend this year’s show. 
Que said he feels the event makes a 
positive contribution to the campus’s 
cultural climate.

  “They do a really good job of ex-
posing people to Hispanic culture,” he 

said.
  The program, which is expected to 

run for approximately two hours, will 
consist of 11 dances strung together 
by a series of skits. The majority of the 
dance numbers will feature traditional 
dances from Latin America and Spain, 
such as salsa, mambo, zapateado, fl a-
menco and hip-hop.

  Sophomore Mariana Deseda, the 
choreographer for this year’s fl amen-

 Members of the Washington Uni-
versity student group Controversy N’ 
Coffee have recently begun a new 
endeavor called “Food for Thought,” 
which is intended to generate conver-
sation among students eating at the 
Danforth University Center.

  “Food For Thought is a project 
designed to stimulate conversation 
among students on topics that just 
don’t get brought up in normal day-
to-day conversation,” said sophomore 

Jordan Aibel, co-founder of Contro-
versy N’ Coffee and one of the leaders 
of Food For Thought. “It’s designed 
to inject those topics into our every-
day lives and provide a forum for stu-
dents to begin dialogue.”

  Food For Thought involves the 
members of Controversy N’ Coffee 
posting various questions around the 
building (DUC), such as on a banner 
hanging on the central staircase, on 
the LCD screens and on the Wash-
ington University Dining Services 
menus.

  “Each person really is a unique 
fl avor,” Aibel said. “This is a way for 

you to share your experience, share 
your fl avor.”

  According to Aibel, the questions 
posed will range from everyday con-
versation starters to questions con-
cerning more controversial issues.

  This week’s question was “Has 
your college experience been what 
you expected?”

  “[We want to] stimulate the kinds 
of conversations we came to college 
to have,” Aibel said.

  Sophomore Thomas Hernandez, 
another co-founder of Controversy N’ 
Coffee, said he sees Food For Thought 
as a potential venue for other student 

groups on campus to pose questions 
in the DUC as well.

  “One of the things that Controver-
sy N’ Coffee has really done on cam-
pus is to work with student groups 
to make it less of a student group 
itself and more a facilitator of other 
groups,” Hernandez said.

  For example, a question on same-
sex marriage will be posed later this 
month during the same week that 
Controversy N’ Coffee will be col-
laborating with Pride Alliance to host 
a panel discussion on that topic, ac-
cording to Aibel.

  “We’re not seeing [Food For 

Thought] as something that’s about us 
asking questions, but more as some-
thing to engage other groups that are 
already there on campus,” Hernandez 
said.

  So far this week, however, leaders 
in the project have encountered some 
obstacles that have prevented Food 
For Thought from fully launching.

  Sophomore Lurit Bepo, who 
originally conceived the idea for the 
project along with Aibel, said that stu-
dents seem to be uncertain of why the 
questions are posted in the DUC.

  “To a certain extent people don’t 
know what to do about the questions,” 

Bepo said. 
  “Hopefully in the future, it’ll be-

come something that they look for-
ward to every week.”

  Bepo said that she will deem the 
project a success when she hears the 
conversations generated by the ques-
tions on campus becoming more so-
phisticated.

  “Obviously, this isn’t a project 
that you can quantify,” Bepo said. 
“If we see more students engaging 
in deep and thoughtful conversations 
outside of class, I feel like that would 
be a good gauge of how well we’ve 
succeeded in our role.”

Carnaval explores love theme 
in ninth annual production
Chloe Rosenberg
Staff Reporter

Students launch ‘Food For Thought’ campaign in DUC
Dan Woznica
News Editor

Filmmaker Morgan Spurlock speaks  
in Graham Chapel in a Wednesday 
evening Assembly Series lecture.
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See BANANAS, page 3

Washington University Dining Services has recently switched to buying only 
Fair Trade Certifi ed bananas just fi ve months after the Washington University 
Students for Fair Trade came to them with the idea to switch.
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 They are smaller and barer, 
with paint sometimes flaking off 
the walls and no capabilities for 
projection, but classrooms in old 
buildings pose few problems for 
Washington University students.

  Buildings more than a few 
decades old are becoming a rar-
ity on the Danforth Campus, with 
construction ongoing, as older 
buildings are being torn down 
and rebuilt every year. Seigle 
Hall, dedicated this year, pro-
vides stories of new classrooms, 
while Busch Hall, one of the old-
est buildings on campus, is being 
renovated.

  But students do not take much 
notice of the ages of classrooms 
but focus instead on factors like 
the personalities of their profes-
sors or the dynamics among their 
peers. While students said that 
they do enjoy newer buildings 
such as Seigle and experience less 
comfort in older buildings like El-
iot Hall, the difference in the qual-
ity of experience between those 
buildings is minor.

  Sophomore Dan Fishman, a 
political science major and busi-
ness minor who has taken classes 
in Simon, Seigle and Eliot halls, 
said that classrooms in Seigle are 
more conducive to a productive 
learning experience.

  “Seigle is a very close atmo-
sphere,” Fishman said. “The desks 
are really close together, but it’s 
a great learning experience. It’s 
more interactive.”

  Studying in classrooms in El-
iot, however, has not significantly 
influenced Fishman’s class expe-
rience.

  “Walking into the building 
doesn’t really excite me,” he said. 
“It’s not a very pretty building, but 
in terms of the classroom I’m not 
affected by the fact that the out-
side of the building is ugly. The 
quality of the class is important.”

  Sophomore Samantha Huo also 
said that the age of the campus’s 
older buildings do not affect her 
experience, because the techno-
logical capabilities that are lack-
ing in those buildings do not play 
a large role in her classes. She 
said, however, that going to class 
in a less attractive building makes 
class less enjoyable.

  “I definitely complained about 
it,” she said. “When I’m in the 
room, it doesn’t really bother me 
that much. It is sort of annoying 
looking around and being in a re-
ally crappy-looking building, es-
pecially with Eliot, which is the 
ugliest building on campus.”

  History professor Charly Cole-
man, who has taught in older 
buildings like Cupples Hall and 
in newer ones such as Seigle, pre-
fers older buildings, because their 
classrooms tend to be set up for 
group discussions more so than 
newer ones and because he ap-
preciates the comfortable feel of 
those classrooms.

  “In Seigle, the seating is ar-
ranged in long tables in succes-
sion. Because most of my classes 
tend to be based on discussion, we 

Old classrooms still 
meet students’ needs 
Ben Sales
Staff Reporter

See ROOMS, page 3
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SPEAKING ON THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL 

Author Michael Oren spoke to students and members of the St. Louis community on Thursday night in the 560 Building. In his 
lecture, Oren addressed existential threats to the state of Israel and the implication of those threats for Israel’s future. 

SAM GUZIK | STUDENT LIFE



DAILY SPECIALS
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

Large 1-Topping Pizza 
for only $7.99

Additional Toppings are Extra

Add wings for only $5.99 
& 2-Liter of Coke, Sprite, or 

Diet for only $2.00

ORDER ONLINE at www.papajohns.com
CALL 367.PAPA (7272)

Delivery Charges Apply       Offer expires 5/31/09
Mon-Thurs 10am-1am   Fri-Sat 10am-2am   Sun 11am-12am

On Manchester, one  block west of Hanley

...is environmentally friendly

...saves money

...is fun to use

The Brentwood Car Wash...

T-shirts & gift cards available

Tuesday

Karaoke

Wednesday

Ladies Night 9-Close

1320 Washington Ave

Monday - Friday

Happy Hour 3-7 pm

Lucy Lee
Clayton’s First Boutique 
Nails Salon and Spa

141 Carondelet Plaza
Clayton, MO 63105

15% student discount on any service 

(314) 727–Nail (6245)

Mon - Fri 9:30a - 8:00p
Sat 9:30a - 7:00p
Sun 11:00a - 5:00p

Next to the Ritz-Carlton
Free garage parking
Street or garage entry

Hi-Pointe Auto Service & WashHi-Pointe Auto Service & Wash
Foreign and Domestic 
Auto Repair
Free Shuttle to Campus

“Serving our community honestly  for over 60 years.”

981 S. Skinker at Clayton Rd.

$6Try our ultimate  Tandem Rite 
Touch CAR WASH with “rainx” 

COUPON

Offer expires 4/30/09

Under the big Amoco sign!

for WU Students & Faculty

314-647-5005
Mon-Fri  7:30a - 6:00p
Call Alan for Appointment

regular price $11

25 % Discount for Students, Faculty, and Staff with WashU ID

314.494.7423 314.863.3618

6344 South Rosebury
Clayton, MO 63105

Only minutes from campus!
Open evenings!

Mini Highlight for $20

Salon services for men and women
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STOMP! at Fox Theatre
Fox Theatre, 8 p.m.
ArtSci Council is sponsoring a trip to see 
the sensational percussion performance that 
has taken the world by storm. Buses leave 
at 7 p.m. from Wydown.

U.S. Public Service Academy member visits campus

  Public service member Chris Myers Asch, a Teach for America alumnus, spoke 
to Washington University students on Tuesday about the proposed inception of the 
United States Public Service Academy.

  Described by Asch as a “civilian West Point,” the Public Service Academy 
(PSA) will, much like military academies, offer its students a free college educa-
tion in return for fi ve years of civilian service, which will focus on areas of national 
need. Graduates will leave the PSA with a liberal arts major and a public service 
concentration.

  “We don’t provide young people a chance to be a part of [public service] un-
less they’re in a military academy,” Asch said during his presentation in Rebstock 
Hall.

  The proposal for the PSA passed via legislation in 2008.
  Asch cited the impending retirement of baby boomers, which threatens to create 

a vacuum in public service personnel, as one of the reasons for the inception of the 
PSA. To combat the gaps in service, the program hopes to train and put into action 
young adults with education in public service.

  “This 9/11, millennial generation wants to serve,” Asch stated. “They feel a 
compelling need to give back.” (David Song)

Michelle Obama breaches protocol

  President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama visited Queen Elizabeth II 
while in the United Kingdom for the G-20 summit. While talking with the queen, 
the fi rst lady touched the queen’s back, a gesture that is strictly forbidden by royal 
etiquette protocol.

  Now, British royal observers are reacting to the breach of protocol. The rule 
against touching the monarch is a British tradition dating back to the Henry VIII’s 
nomination as “Defender of the Faith.” It was believed that touching the monarch, 
a divine fi gure, was a special honor that could cure illnesses, according to some. 
Thus, few people were allowed to touch the reigning king or queen. The tradition 
continues today.

  In 2000, former Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating was heavily criticized 
for putting his arm around the queen, though he denied doing so. (Kelly Fahy)

G-20 attempts to revitalize global economy

  In the G-20 London summit, leaders of the world’s wealthiest nations passed 
several fi scal policies and instituted new regulatory steps to revitalize the slumping 
global economy.

  The summit’s attendees have agreed to commit $1.1 trillion in loans to help the 
world’s poorest nations.

  In addition to directly supporting individual, troubled economies, the leaders 
agreed to triple the amount of monetary support provided to the International Mon-
etary Fund. The Group of 20 will provide $750 billion.

  Following the recent trend of capping the pay and bonus of top executives in 
the United States, the Group of 20 agreed to put a ceiling on the pay and bonus of 
bankers. Additionally, the leaders have set stricter regulations on hedge funds and 

ACCIDENTAL INJURY—April 1, 2009, 
8:13 a.m.
Location: DANFORTH CAMPUS
Summary: Accidental injury.
Disposition: Cleared.

FOUND PROPERTY—April 1, 2009, 
11:14 a.m.
Location: UMRATH HALL
Summary: Offi cer found a mail crate with 
46 pieces of campus and U.S. mail left 

unsecured and unattended on the sidewalk 
outside Subway. Mail was seized and 
later released to campus mail supervisor.
Disposition: Cleared.

AUTO ACCIDENT—April 1, 2009, 4:12 
p.m.
Location: SIMON HALL
Summary: Construction truck struck a 
bollard by Simon Hall.
Disposition: Cleared.

quoteoftheday
“That stuff is 
like crack.”

2009 Residential College Olympics
South 40, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The nine residential colleges of the South 40 
and the North Side residential complexes will be 
competing in sports, from soccer to four square to 
giant Twister. Free food for all. The competitions 
will begin with a 5K race at 10 a.m.

Final Four watching party
DUC, Fun Room, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Watch the Final Four in the Fun Room with your 
friends on large television screens! There’s free 
food and prizes too!

Staam’s Naked Voices 
Graham Chapel, 9 p.m. - 10:35 p.m.
Come to Graham Chapel to see the a cappella 
group Staam perform its 10th annual concert. 
Tickets are $5 for Wash. U. students and $7 for 
non-students. 

Soccer tournament 
Mudd Field, 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Participate in the African Student 
Association’s soccer tournament. Form a 
team yourselves or form a team there!

Partly Cloudy
High 69
Low 49

weatherforecast
Saturday 4

Filmmaker and television producer 
Morgan Spurlock on McDonald’s fast 

food, during his Assembly Series 
lecture on Wednesday night.

Campus

Thunderstorms
High 55
Low 37

National

International cont.

Friday 3
Partly Cloudy
High 60
Low 39

rating agencies.
  Despite some countries’ disagreement on the newly passed fi scal policies 

and regulations, the leaders were optimistic of the possibility of presenting a 
global initiative committed to revamping the world economy. (William Shim) 

International

interested in photography?
e-mail photo@studlife.com



Complete a cluster

Focus on a hard course

Put your prerequisites in order

Take a course in your major

Have fun with a ghost or  
vampire course

Check the Summer School website for full course listings and information.  

Registration begins March 25th! 

And then go for a ride!

$579

®

Maplewood Square on
Manchester

•PRICES GOOD THRU 5/3/09 • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT • NO SALES TO DEALERS. 

$1197Dos Equis 
or Sol

$1399
Jose Cuervo

Tequila
Silver or Gold

$1147
Corona Extra

Pacifico, Modelo or Corona Light

Barefoot
Cellars

Assor ted Varieties

750 ml. btl.

$897Tecate
12/12 oz .  

cans

1 2  N R
b t l s .

$599Walker’s 
Triple Sec 750 ml. 

btl. 

$1597Miller Lite
24 LNNR

btls.

$1197Bud Light, 
Bud Select 
or Budweiser 18/12 oz.

cans

$549Jose Cuervo
Margarita Mix 1.75 ltr.

btl. 

Vendange
White
Zinfandel

$3749Patron 
Silver

750 ml .
b t l .

2999Beringer
Cabernet, Chardonnay, 

Merlot, Pinot Grigio or White Zinfandel

$1788Jose Cuervo
Golden
Margarita 1.75 ltr. 

btl.

750 ml. 
btl. 

12 LNNR btls.

See You Next Year!

1.5 ltr. 
btl.

$969
1.5 ltr. btl.
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fi cient practices are being applied. 
With the help of local farmers, Bon 
Appétit hopes to switch its trucks by 
late summer to run on biofuel derived 
from the company’s french-fry oil.

  “A lot of the time, these programs 
don’t work because of the price in-
crease,” said Nadeem Siddiqui, resi-
dent district manager of Bon Appétit. 
“We were very lucky to have such 
committed people negotiating our 
prices.”

  The Fair Trade Certifi cation seeks 
to guarantee fair pricing and ethical 
purchasing practices. These practices 
include adherence to a ban on child 
and slave labor as well as strong sus-
tainability practices, safe workplaces 
and compliance with the United Na-
tions’ Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights.

  Bon Appétit currently follows a 
fair-trade coffee program and buys 
extensively from local farmers. It is 
also in the stages of putting together a 
co-op with regional farmers to reduce 
the carbon footprint and help the lo-

cal economy.
  Students for Fair Trade has helped 

bring about a long history of changes 
on campus. In recent years, the orga-
nization changed the coffee supplier 
from Starbucks to Kaldi’s, a fair-
trade brand. Fair-trade gifts, handi-
crafts and chocolates are now also 
displayed in the bookstore.

  “I think it’s also important that 
people consume less,” Goldkind 
said. “Once we realize that not ev-
erything is necessary, we can buy 
less things and the more expensive, 
ethical option.”

  Bon Appétit and Students for 
Fair Trade hope that their choices 
will affect other universities around 
the country. They have already sent 
out press releases to other institu-
tions through the student network 
United Students for Fair Trade and 
Transfair USA. Bon Appétit is also 
looking to send information to its 
fellow branches in an effort to en-
courage greater purchase of Fair 
Trade products.

BANANAS from page 1

within the industry, “Super Size Me” 
has inspired individual viewers to ac-
tively seek ways to improve their life-
styles by switching to healthier food 
choices. For example, a group of New 
York state middle school students ini-
tiated a boycott of their school’s lunch 
program after seeing the fi lm, produc-
ing not only a media uproar but also 
a change in their school’s cafeteria 
menu.

  “One of the goals of the fi lm was to 
get people to think about, ‘How I can 
change my life?’” Spurlock said. “To 
see things like that was awesome. It 
made people care about something.”

  Despite the fi lm’s broad criticism 
of the fast food industry, Spurlock 
emphasized personal responsibil-
ity in individual consumers, who, ac-
cording to him, must exercise greater 
self-control and ensure that they stay 
informed.

  Many of the documentary’s crit-
ics initially argued that it was simply 
impossible for anyone to eat only 
McDonald’s food three times a day—
which amounts to roughly 5,000 calo-
ries—for 30 days straight.

  Spurlock argued, however, that 
one typical three-course meal at an 
American restaurant, such as Outback 
Steakhouse, contains 4,000 to 5,000 
calories.

  “I think he was really charismatic, 
which helped get the point across. For 

me, the activism [in Spurlock’s work] 
is really important,” said senior Ja-
mie Hanley, an aspiring documentary 
fi lmmaker.

  “He has an interesting take on the 
idea,” sophomore Roger Alessi said. 
“I agree with Morgan when he said 
that self-responsibility is the biggest 
issue here. You really do have to take 
control of yourself and be informed.”

  Spurlock’s visit was sponsored by 
the Congress of the South 40 (CS40) 
as part of the Assembly Series lec-
tures. 

  According to sophomore Cindy 
Gallin, CS40 director of services, pro-
gram coordinators were looking for 
a speaker with a wide appeal among 
students.

  “We wanted someone fun and not 
too controversial, someone that peo-
ple would really want to see and enjoy 
watching,” Gallin said. “Morgan is 
known as a pretty good speaker. He 
gives a really enjoyable performance, 
and people would want to hear what 
he has to say.”

  Spurlock also wrote, produced 
and directed the 2008 documentary 
“Where in the World is Osama bin 
Laden?” and created the television 
project “30 Days,” which ran for three 
seasons. He is currently working on 
producing the fi lm version of the non-
fi ction book “Freakonomics.” 

SPURLOCK from page 1

co number, said she is happy to help 
increase awareness of Latin culture 
on campus.

  “Spreading multicultural dances 
around Wash. U. is important. I love 
seeing it all put together,” Deseda 
said.

  Deseda began learning fl amenco 
during her freshman year in high 
school and currently performs with 
the St. Louis-based dance company 
“Los Flamencos.”

  Not all participants in Carnaval 
share Deseda’s level of experience. 
Auditions in January marked the fi rst 
Latin dance experience for many 
of the now seasoned dancers in the 
show. During auditions, dancers had 
the opportunity to try out for multiple 
dances and were selected for various 

callbacks based on their individual 
strengths.

  Freshman Christina Correa is 
dancing in the zapateado number. 
This will be her fi rst time performing 
a traditional Latin dance.

  “It has been great being part of 
such a big production,” Correa said. 
“All the dances are fantastic. It should 
be a phenomenal show.”

  The show has been in the works 
since the fall semester, when the exec-
utive board and choreographers were 
selected. Auditions and callbacks were 
held in January; rehearsals have been 
an ongoing process ever since. Dance 
groups commonly held rehearsals for 
several hours one time each week. In 
the past few weeks leading up to the 
show, rehearsals have been extended 

to several hours on multiple days of 
the week.

  Some of the choreographers did 
not know the theme of the show until 
dry runs this past weekend. Since the 
dances were choreographed without 
regard to the plotline, this posed no 
particular problems for the show. The 
theme of a love affair would certainly 
not require any changes in dances 
such as the fl amenco, which Deseda 
describes as “fl irty” in nature.

  According to Poyo, Student 
Union and Congress of the South 40 
provided the funding for this year’s 
performance. Additional money was 
raised through a date auction earlier 
this year. All of the money has gone 
toward paying for costumes and other 
show-related expenses.

CARNAVAL from page 1

Built in 1907, McMillan Hall is one of the many older buildings on campus. Originally the only women’s dormitory 
on campus, McMillan Hall was remodeled in the 1960s after the opening of the South 40.
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have to reconfigure the room to 
hold a discussion,” he said.

  No matter which classroom he 
is in, Fishman said that the most 
important factor to his in-class 
experience is whether the profes-
sor engages students.

  “The quality of the teacher 
is far more significant than the 
beauty of the building. Obvious-
ly, Seigle is amazing. Simon Hall 
is very nice, but a professor I can 

connect with is far more impor-
tant than any physical tools that 
the building may provide.”

  Huo agreed that professors 
play the largest part in creating a 
positive classroom experience. 

  “Most of my classes are lec-
ture classes, so there’s not much 
participation,” she said. “A lot of 
times it’s just how [the professor] 
talks.”

  As new buildings replace the 

campus’s weathered ones, Cole-
man hopes that some of the old 
buildings will remain intact.

  “There’s something more 
conducive in an older building, 
because it feels less sterile,” he 
said. 

  “The rooms tend to be smaller, 
so it’s more intimate. I personally 
find a bit of age to be something 
that’s attractive.”

 

OLD CLASSROOMS from page 1
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In 2007, Student Life pub-
lished a staff editorial criticiz-
ing Washington University 
for choosing fi ve consecutive 

political Commencement speakers. 
Then we wrote, “After fi ve years 
of political speakers, from former 
Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
bright to former U.K. Prime Minis-
ter John Major, it is time for a new 
message from our Commencement 
speakers. Future speakers could be 
social activists or business leaders 
instead of politicians.” The speak-
ers who followed—Tim Russert in 
2007 and Chris Matthews in 2008, 
though not politicians, were politi-
cal pundits—commentators gifted 
in rhetoric, but with little to say 
beyond the political sphere.

The Commencement address is 
the last lesson each student hears 
before leaving the University 

for good, and for this reason, the 
message we hear is symbolically 
imperative. The speaker chosen by 
the University represents the values 
that its graduates should carry with 
them.

Therefore, we feel it prudent to 
commend the University on its se-
lection of Wendy Kopp as its 2009 
Commencement speaker. Kopp is 
not a politician: Her achievements 
occur outside the world of rhetoric 
and within the world of social ac-
tivism. In this economy, our focus 
as a society should shift to building 
strong foundations for the future—
the recent economic turbulence 
has led us to reassess the culture 
in which we have been raised. 
If we are striving for the goal of 
social and cultural redefi nition, the 
benefi t from choosing Kopp as a 
source of inspiration is twofold: 

First, Kopp’s message shows us 
the importance of education in cul-
tivating social values; second, her 
organization represents the ethic of 
service that we should all strive for 
as citizens in a nation with room 
for continual improvement.

Moreover, the choice of Kopp 
is particularly relevant because her 
message is one that resonates—
given the receipt of a college 
degree, the next logical step seems 
to be to ask oneself what to do with 
it. Kopp has harnessed this uncer-
tainty and turned it into a success-
ful venture in social change, setting 
an example for all of us about the 
potential for continuity between 
the academic world and the profes-
sional world.

Though pundits such as Russert 
and Matthews are the rhetoricians 
who shape our cultural landscape, 

and their comments were suc-
cessful in applying the lessons we 
have learned at this University into 
clear-cut objectives for our lives, 
it is, ironically, apolitical lead-
ers such as Kopp who represent 
the true aims of the political 
universe—to make the best life 
possible for all citizens. This year, 
more than ever, it is imperative that 
students carry this message with 
them as they leave the University.

While we realize that some-
times what students want is 
entertainment—there are some 
who will not be satisfi ed until 
Stephen Colbert is chosen as Com-
mencement speaker—we feel that 
the choice of Kopp represents a 
positive step for the University, 
a symbolic reassessment of the 
values that it wishes to convey to 
its graduates.

Choice of Kopp for Commencement 
speaker commendable

STAFF EDITORIAL

RACHEL YOON AND JEREMY LAI  EDITORIAL CARTOON

Palestinians killing Israe-
lis with axes, the world 
economy collapsing due to 
America’s economic decline 

and failing domestic economies all 
seem like problems from the past. 
However, these are the very prob-
lems that currently plague the world. 
It seems as though history has a will 
of its own. 

The Palestinian-Israeli confl ict 
seemed to have simmered down in 
the past few weeks, mainly due to 
the focus on the rapidly deteriorating 
world economy. Recently, however, 
a Palestinian militant stormed into 
a Jewish settlement wielding an ax, 
killed a 13-year-old boy and harmed 
a 7-year-old boy. It doesn’t help that 
they are cowardly enough to kill chil-
dren, but the terrorists have attacked 
during a delicate transitory period 
where the recently-elected Benjamin 
Netanyahu is trying to rally Israel to 
stronger measures against terrorism. 
Needless to say, there will be more 
military measures from Netanyahu’s 
regime and possibly increased retali-
ation from Palestinian militants. All 
of this is occurring as the U.S. tries 
to bring both sides to the table in 
the Annapolis Peace process. The 
cycle of these two groups continually 
fi ghting seems to loop for all eternity, 
and the quest for peace is destroyed 
by ethnic and religious differences.

On a different note, the G-20 
meeting of 20 of the world’s most 
powerful economic countries seems 
to be taking a bittersweet route. Ear-
lier, many delegates had problems 
getting along with other delegates 
and progress was not satisfactory. 
However, now that individuals are 
forming mob and protest groups 
in answer to the G-20 summit, 
delegates are seeing the effects of the 
worsening economy. Again, history 
seems to be walking the same path, 

along which world nations are hav-
ing diffi culties setting aside differ-
ences in order to improve the world 
economy. And like in the past, the 
countries are more interested in their 
own domestic policies and do not 
seem willing to negotiate due to dif-
ferences in their political ideologies. 

According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, the national unemploy-
ment rate is around 8.1 percent and 
does not seem to be declining in 
the near future. What is even more 
frightening is the link between 
American economic downturns and 
America’s involvement in “for-
eign crises.” World War II pulled 
America out of the effects of the 
Great Depression, the Vietnam War 
reduced the economic downturn in 
the mid-1960s, and the Gulf War 
helped to stimulate the economy 
in the late-1980s to early-1990s. 
History has shown in ages past and 
for those to come that wars seem to 
be the main method of resuscitat-
ing domestic economies (even the 
Crusades were seen as a means to 
levy higher taxes). Many people do 
not think the Obama administration 
is capable of failing in foreign policy 
to this extent, but he still remains a 
politician whom we know so little 
about. Therefore we must encour-
age President Obama to try and seek 
productive methods of improving the 
economy (the issue of bailouts and 
stimulus is for another column). 

Overall, we must seek the road 
less traveled and deviate from his-
tory’s repetitive cycle in order to 
solve world and domestic issues. 
Yes, these are age-old problems that 
do not have simple solutions, but 
perhaps if nations began to think 
of themselves as outside of their 
geo-political boundaries, there is still 
hope to create a better future.

Aditya Sarvesh
Forum Editor

History 
repeating itself?

Aditya is a sophomore in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached by e-mail at 
afl utist89@gmail.com.

We are getting 
dangerously close 
to the end of the 
school year, and 

we all know what that means: 
summer! Backyard barbecues, 
beaches, tans, embarrassing stories 
to come back and tell your friends. 
Summer is great, you look better, 
you feel better, there’s no work, 
and the library is no longer your 
home, best friend and lover. This 
all sounds great; maybe you even 
have something better to add to 
the list, so why...why is summer 
stressful all of a sudden? As a 
baby, summer meant pooping in 
the sand instead of on the couch. 
In preschool, it meant that I could 
play with blocks on my own time. 
In elementary school, it meant 
freedom—no more navy blazers 
and khakis. 

Things started to shift in high 
school, though. While summer 
meant parties and hanging out with 
friends, it also started to mean 
résumé builder. Each advancing 
year brought with it the fear of ap-
plying to institutions like the one 
we now attend and the question of 
how to make ourselves appeal-
ing to these hallowed educational 
grounds. Now that I’m in college, 
I don’t necessarily feel like I need 
to build a résumé, but I want to be, 
dare I say it, productive. 

What was once a great escape 
is now another decision that has 
to be made by a brain that doesn’t 
want to have to decide anymore. I 
wish I had the stamina of George 
W. Bush as the “Decider,” but I’d 
rather have a cooler superpower 
than the capacity to make infinite 
decisions. There is a part of me, as 
I’m sure there is a part of you, that 
wants to sit on the beach while 
my skin erodes away under the 
power of the UV rays, but there 

is also a part of me that wants to 
be active. The question is whether 
to do something that could be fun 
and pointless or something that 
will provide me with experience—
something that is, perhaps, a 
résumé builder. Either way, the 
competition is steep.

Back in the “Summer of ’69,” 
Bryan Adams got his first real six 
string and played it ’til his fingers 
bled. While this may sound ap-
pealing, those were freer days; we 
now have no time for such tom-
foolery. The job market is lacking 
in availability, and areas that were 
once abundant with internships are 
as dry as the chalkboards in Brown 
100. Freshmen are competing with 
sophomores who are competing 
with juniors who are competing 
with seniors who, with any luck, 
have landed a real-life job. 

There is a certain amount of 
time during which I am tolerant 
of my or anyone else’s competi-
tive gene, and that is largely from 

September through May. The prob-
lem with summer activities is that 
students at Wash. U. have racked 
their brains for two semesters, 
striving for top grades and whatev-
er else it is that over-accomplished 
mind fiends do with their spare 
time, and now they have to strain 
whatever else is left of their bodies 
into finding something worthwhile 
to do over the summer. This stems 
not necessarily out of a desire to 
build a résumé for some future 
job that will probably not exist 
when we revert to socialism in a 
couple of weeks, but simply out 
of a desire to not vegetate while 
letting your muscles stew in a mix 
of light beer and daiquiris. 

I’m off to take my résumé to 
the Career Center. Good luck this 
summer! I’m going to need it.  

In “Organic: Food for thought 
or consumption?” (March 30), 
Tricia Wittig criticized organic 
products. Many of her criticisms 

are rooted in fact, but are by no means 
correct in context. 

Wittig concludes her piece by 
demanding wholesome foods. I could 
not agree more, but what she fails to 
notice is that organic food is the fi rst 
step toward more wholesome food. 
She spends the article pointing out the 
weaknesses of organic, but why does 
she bash a well-intentioned response 
to industrial food—and not industrial 
food? The real problem with the food 
that we consume is that the Ford 
model of industrial effi ciency has been 
wrongly applied to food. Organic, 
even after being bastardized by the 
farm lobby and their good friends at 
the USDA, is a better choice for your 
health and the environment. 

Researchers at Washington State 
University have shown that organics 
are more nutritious than conventional 
foods (“New Evidence Confi rms the 
Nutritional Superiority of Plant-based 
Organic Foods” )—that is hard science 
and not vague or over-glorifi ed. They 
conclude that organics are signifi cantly 
higher in vitamin A, antioxidants, min-
erals and polyphenols. Polyphenols are 
a group of micro-nutrients that emerg-
ing science shows lower the risk of 
heart disease and are similar to antioxi-
dants. Organics also are not coated by 

chemicals meant to kill living things, 
and if you ask me, I would rather not 
ingest things meant to kill.

The positive environmental exter-
nalities of organics are great. Organic 
regulations stop a massive stream of 
artifi cial fertilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides from running into our water 
sources. Consider this: Run-off from 
egregious use of these nasty liquids 
created a dead-zone in the Gulf of 
Mexico the size of New Jersey! No 
animal life can live there because of 
the huge amount of nitrogen fertilizer 
put on crops in the Midwest. The fer-
tilizer that is used for organic farming 
is mostly compost, which is tremen-
dously more benefi cial for the environ-
ment because it requires no fossil fuels 
to produce and reuses organic matter 
instead of creating it. Beyond the envi-
ronment, a recent U.N. commission on 
agriculture estimated that if the world 
were to embrace organic methods right 
now, crops would yield about 20 per-
cent more. That means more food, less 
money spent on pesticides and fewer 
political fi ghts over food aid.

Wittig is correct—organic food 
is not always local. Eating organic 
produce from Missouri and Illinois is 
a wonderful ideal, but we are not there 
yet. In the meantime, an organic pear 
from Chile is still more responsible 
than a conventional Chilean pear. 
When it’s February, Chilean (or other 
non-local)  is all you’re going to get. 
And when it comes to local non-or-
ganic food, I don’t think we can easily 

Organic: still better 
than conventional

Alex Christiansen
Op-Ed Submission

See CHRISTIANSEN, page 5

Back in the ‘Summer of ’69’
Charlie Low
Staff Columnist

Charlie is a freshman in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached by e-mail at 
chlow@artsci.wustl.edu.
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If the American People allow 
private banks to control the is-
suance of their currency, fi rst by 
infl ation and then by defl ation, 

the banks and corporations that will 
grow up around them will deprive 
the People of all their Property until 
their Children will wake up homeless 
on the continent their Fathers con-
quered.” This quote was uttered by 
none other than Thomas Jefferson in 
discussing the possibility of creating 
a national bank. Today, our politi-
cians have made the Federal Reserve 
the least-discussed institution in 
politics. This private bank, formed 
by an act of Congress in 1913, was 
founded in order to manage the 
monetary policy of the United States. 
Since that time, it has seemingly 
created money and credit out of thin 
air. It has used this power to infl ate 
our currency, making our debt more 
manageable and our government less 
restrained by prices.

There is a cost, however, to all 
of this easy money. The Fed is the 
engine of the business cycle and has 
the unique ability to set interest rates. 
Without the Fed, interest rates would 
be set by the market and refl ect the 
amount of savings that exists in the 
economy. Through artifi cially low 

interest rates, that is, interest rates 
that are lower than would be set by 
a free market, the economy is duped 
into believing there is more savings 
present than actually exists. Produc-
ers respond to this by beginning 
more projects than can be sustained 
by the economy, creating a boom. 
For example, look at the pre-2007 
American housing market.  

Artifi cially low interest rates 
also encourage banks to make more 
risky loans. With an interest rate 
set by the market, banks ration out 
borrowers that they do not believe 
can be trusted to repay the loan. 
Lowering the interest rate includes 
these borrowers that would have, in 

a free market, been excluded. These 
borrowers then go out and purchase 
the homes built by producers who 
believe the borrowers actually have 
enough savings to buy them.  

This party is all very fun for 
a few years, but eventually the 
producers realize that there are not 
enough resources in the economy 
to sustain this course. They begin to 

retract their projects and dismiss their 
workers, who are then are no longer 
capable of paying their debts and be-
gin to default on the loans they never 
should have been granted in the fi rst 
place. The rest of the story involves 
500 politicians shouting “too big 
to fail!” for several weeks until the 
American people give up and let 
them spend whatever they want. 

Despite all this, no one ever ques-
tions the men of the Federal Reserve 
and their decisions regarding the cen-
tral planning of our economy. In part, 
this is because the Federal Reserve 
Board of Governors meets in secret 
and does not release the supposedly 
“verbatim” transcripts of the meet-
ings until fi ve years later. Under the 
U.S. Code, the Fed is exempt from 

audit regarding “(1) transactions 
for or with a foreign central bank, 
government of a foreign country, or 
nonprivate international fi nancing 
organization; (2) deliberations, deci-
sions, or actions on monetary policy 
matters; (3) transactions made under 
the direction of the Federal Open 
Market Committee; or (4) a part 
of a discussion or communication 
among or between members of the 
Board of Governors and offi cers and 
employees of the Federal Reserve 
System related to clauses (1)–(3) of 
this subsection”—or, as I like to put 
it: everything.

Currently, in the House of 
Representatives, legislation has 
been introduced to remove these 
portions of the Code and audit the 
Federal Reserve. This legislation has 
49 cosponsors, yet still must pass 
several hurdles before becoming 
law. In the past months, the Fed has 
put several trillion dollars worth of 
taxpayer money at risk, yet it does 
not and will not tell us where it has 
gone. Anyone interested in the trans-
parency of government should call 
their congressman immediately and 
encourage them to cosponsor H.R. 
1207. It’s time we pay attention to 
that man behind the curtain.  

Philip Christofanelli
Staff Columnist

Pay no attention to the man 
behind the curtain

Philip  is a freshman in Arts & Sciences. 
He can be reached via e-mail at pchristo 
fanelli@hotmail.com. 
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In a recent interview with 
“Joods Actueel” (Jewish 
Actuality—a far-left Jewish 
newsmagazine in Belgium), 

Filip Dewinter, leader of the 
Antwerp faction of Vlaams Belang, 
the nation’s largest political party, 
the question of Israeli member-
ship in NATO and the EU arose. 
Contrary to how the Anglophonic 
media might lead one to assume 
he would respond, since after all 
they have slandered the party under 
the misnomer of “far-right Neo-
nazism” (as though Nazism could 
be anything but a liberal ideology), 
Dewinter gave an answer that 
would no doubt please most Israel 
supporters. He stated that while ge-
ography ruled out EU membership, 
the same was not true of NATO, 
where he would welcome Israeli 
membership. This begs the question 
though of what role Israel has in the 
international order and in what way 
it should seek to redefi ne itself. 

Unpopular as it may be to 
say in the United States, increas-
ingly those on the Israeli right, for 
perhaps the fi rst time since Kach 
was disbanded, are suggesting that 
Israel is disadvantaged by its rela-
tionship with America and needs to 
redefi ne the terms of association if 
bilateral relations are to be retained. 
And indeed they have a compelling 
case. Historical precedent shows us 
that land won in a defensive war, 
as Israel fought in 1967, need not 
be restored to the losers or be given 
independence of any sort. Israel 
made the mistake of not formally 
annexing the territory at that time, 
but it did not become a problem 
until Jimmy Carter strong-armed 
the “right-wing” Menachem Begin 
into surrendering a massive portion 
of territory to Egypt in the name 

of peace. Never mind that four 
consecutive military defeats would 
have suffi ced as a deterrent against 
open warfare. Instead, let us ask 
whether the peace Israel suppos-
edly has with Egypt is of any value. 
When it so readily facilitates arms 
smuggling for the fi fth-column Pal-
estinian insurgency and could read-
ily fall to the increasingly powerful 
domestic Islamist factions, what 
good could such massive conces-
sions have done?

If you answered “pave the 

way for yet more dangerous land 
concessions,” pat yourself on the 
back. Using the return of Sinai as 
precedent, Bill Clinton was able to 
compel Yitzhak Rabin, who, to that 
point, was not nearly so enthusi-
astic about displacing hundreds of 
thousands of Jews from their homes 
to create a new enemy state, to sign 
the Chamberlain-like Oslo Accords. 

Rather than rise to crush the 
violent Muslim threats as Israel had 
so often needed to do in decades 
past, Oslo marked Israel’s loss of 
credibility, in that it began Israel’s 
formal recognition of the Palestin-
ian Authority and their territorial 
claims on Israeli land. Even when 
Palestinian violence prevented the 
agreement from coming to fruition, 

Oslo went on to serve as a pretext 
under which every post-Rabin 
prime minister has made efforts to 
displace citizens for the purpose of 
creating yet another hostile regime 
in the region. And under the Bush-
backed Sharon government, the 
very fi rst steps to creating a new 
jihadist state were taken. 

In the more than three years 
since Israel expelled its own 
citizens from Gaza, destroying 21 
established communities to create 
a Hamastan where crucifi xion is 
now a legally authorized form of 
punishment, Israel has suffered the 
consequences. Those terrorist orga-
nizations that seek to destroy it can 
now more easily arm themselves 
and have added yet more popula-
tion centers to the total territory 
they can rain their rockets upon. 

This surrender of land has of 
course done nothing to placate 
the international community, the 
United States included, which still 
refuses to recognize Israel’s capital 
city as Jerusalem. After Costa 
Rica and El Salvador moved their 
embassies to Tel Aviv, the interna-
tional norm of allowing a country 
to choose its own capital within 
its territory is globally violated 
only for Israel. And indeed, that is 
but one of many examples of the 
unequal treatment Israel faces on 
the world stage. 

At best, the United States oc-
casionally votes against anti-Israel 
U.N. resolutions, usually alongside 
the South Pacifi c island nations 
it heavily subsidizes. In practice 
though, this does little other than 
create a false illusion that the 
U.S.-Israel relationship is vital only 
to the latter and that Israel should 
be grateful for what little it gets. 
Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Israel, for its part, has 
always offered military assistance 
to the United States (who rejects 
it routinely) and has served as the 

only trustworthy and powerful ally 
in one of the globe’s major powder 
kegs. And, at least under the pres-
ent system, Israel essentially obeys 
the suicidal commands that its 
American master gives it. 

So what is it that Israel gains? 
Chiefl y the benefi ts are fi nancial, 
and truth be told, not nearly as vital 
in the present as might have been 
true decades ago. Given the global 
fi nancial recession and the hostile 
nature of the current American 
government, that number can only 
shrink, thereby reducing the value 
of such an alliance for Israel. 

While mutual technological 

development, commercial exchange 
and military cooperation are all part 
of the bilateral relationship and are 
worth preserving, they are far less 
valuable than having the freedom 
to set its own policy and respond 
properly to the grave security 
threats Israel faces. So until the 
United States is willing to redefi ne 
its relationship with Israel as one 
between equals, it may be better for 
Israel to terminate the alliance and 
begin to more proactively seek out 
different partners around the globe. 

Why Israel needs to cut off 
the United States

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS   with Caleb Posner

Caleb Posner
Staff Columnist

Caleb is a sophomore in Arts & Sciences. 
He can be reached by e-mail at cspos 
ner@artsci.wustl.edu.

On my way home from 
spring break, I decided 
to take the MetroLink 
to campus and save the 

30-plus dollars a taxi would cost 
me. As I walked up to the Lambert 
Airport MetroLink stop, I was at fi rst 
perplexed to see what appeared to be a 
line of Washington University students 
waiting to buy tickets at the ticket 
machine. Why didn’t these students 
simply use their U-Passes and ride for 
free? The answer, as I was dismayed to 
learn upon opening my wallet, is that 
U-Passes expire every semester, and 
they are not automatically renewed. 
Like the other students, I had to plunk 
down about $3 in order to get my ride 
back to campus.

On paper, the U-Pass program 
seems like a great way to reduce 
the Wash. U. community’s carbon 
emissions and to provide free and con-
venient transportation around the city 
for those students not lucky enough to 
have access to a car. Unfortunately, as I 
learned at the airport, the program does 
not quite work as well as advertised. 
As a freshman, I was provided with my 
fi rst U-Pass during orientation. It was 
never explained that for every future 
semester, I would have to renew my 
U-Pass, and if I forgot, I would have to 
wait 10 or more days for it to come in 
the mail or journey to North Campus 
to pick one up. 

While I recently discovered that 
requesting a new U-Pass online is 
actually quite simple, the fact that a 
new U-Pass is not automatically sent 
to each student each semester acts as 
a signifi cant obstacle to the program’s 
admirable goals. If no one in the line of 
Wash. U. students I saw at the airport 
had renewed their U-Pass by spring 
break, how many more students do 
not have a spring ’09 U-Pass? I would 
guess that a signifi cant number do not. 

Wash. U. students are incredibly busy, 
and who can fault them for forgetting 
to request something as trivial as a 
U-Pass? Even if this means that each 
student pays for only one or two rides a 
semester, that amounts to thousands of 
dollars wasted by students entitled to a 
free U-Pass. The University could save 
its students those thousands if it simply 
sent each student a fresh U-Pass every 
semester.

Another fl aw in the system is the 
diffi culty of obtaining a U-Pass if a 
student forgets to renew it at the begin-
ning of the semester. A week ago, I 
realized that I had a fi eld trip the next 
weekend that would require extensive 
travel via MetroLink. Rather than 
repeat the airport scenario, I decided 
I would fi nally get my U-Pass, and I 
requested one online. Unfortunately, 
unless I could wait 10 days, my only 
option for getting the pass in time 
was to walk all the way to the parking 
offi ce on North Campus (about a block 
north of The Pageant) and pick up my 
pass in person. I did so, because my 
time is hardly valuable, and I didn’t 
feel like paying $5 for a daily pass for 
my fi eld trip. I can imagine, however, 
that many students would balk at 
the idea of walking about two miles 
round-trip to get a U-Pass for one use. 
Again, while in the grand scheme of 
things this is a small inconvenience, it 
could so easily be corrected by provid-
ing a location on main campus where 
students can pick up a U-Pass.

The U-Pass is a great idea, and 
whoever implemented it should be 
applauded. However, with a bit more 
thought and effort, the program could 
come much closer to achieving its 
goals. I hope that in the future, the 
simple suggestions I offer in this article 
will be implemented, and Wash. U. 
students will never have to pay for a 
MetroLink ride again.

Andrew Gottlieb
Staff Columnist

Andrew is a freshman in Engineering. He can 
be reached by e-mail at ayg1@cec.wustl.edu.

Problems with the 
U-Pass program

make a judgment as to whether an 
organic pear from Chile is any more 
or less sustainable than one from 
Missouri that has been lacquered with 
pesticides. For my part, I’ll take the 
organic one. 

I will concede that the USDA 
organic certifi cation leaves a lot to 
be desired. It ignores the fact that the 
greater organic movement embraces 
biodiversity (as opposed to miles and 
miles of corn), does not use genetical-
ly-modifi ed materials and takes into 
account seasonality of crops. But it is 
the stepping stone to greater things. 
The food system in this country is 
strongly rooted in ignoring the nega-
tive externalities of irresponsible farm 
techniques. There is something wrong 
when my strawberries have a taste 
that reminds me of Lysol and when 
there is a fi lthy hole the size of Jersey 
south of the Mississippi River. 

It is ignorant, however, to simply 
badger these shortcomings without 
acknowledging organic’s merits, sug-
gesting real alternatives or criticizing 

the real villain of food—industrializa-
tion. Wittig fails to mention similar 
new certifi cations that are quickly 
gaining steam. Food Alliance Certi-
fi cation mandates wildlife and water 
conservation and intelligent weaning-
off of pesticides and herbicides. The 
Real Food Certifi cation (Bon Appétit 
does provide programming with 
the Real Food Challenge—which 
is promising) has several levels that 
promote locality, Fair Trade, ecologi-
cal soundness and humane treatment 
for animals.

Like Wittig says, we must strive 
for more wholesome foods. These 
foods sit on a spectrum, not just right 
and wrong—so we must start moving 
toward the right. USDA organic is 
the fi rst step. Next we can investigate 
responsible local, Food Alliance and 
Real Food Certifi ed food.

KEVIN WOLF  PANGAEA

CHRISTIANSEN from page 4

Alex is a sophomore in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached by e-mail at 
alex.e.christiansen@gmail.com.

““Israel essentially obeys 
the suicidal commands 
that its American mas-

ter gives it. 

““And under the Bush-
backed Sharon govern-

ment, the very fi rst 
steps to creating a new 

jihadist state were 
taken.
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STUDENT LIFE presents a guide to places of worship in the WU community

Religious Directory

Sundays:  11am & 9pm

6352 Forsyth · 935-9191

Masses at the CSC:

Catholic Student Center

Stop by any time to study, relax or pray!

www.washucsc.org

We’re here for YOU!

Masses and Free Soup Meal:
Tuesdays at 5:15 pm
 Fridays at 12:05 pm

Come Feel the Warmth!

Sunday Worship 10:30am

Wherever you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

6501 Wydown - 314.721.5060
Right next to the South 40!

www.firstcongregational.org

INSPIRING ETHICAL LIVING
The Ethical Society is a community of 

people united in the belief that an ethical 
life creates a more just, loving and 

sustainable world for all.  

Join us on Sunday mornings for the 9:45 
Forum and 11:00 Platform Address. 

Children's Sunday School meets 10am-noon

Ethical Society of St. Louis
(1/4 mile west of the Galleria)

9001 Clayton Rd.
(314) 991-0955

www.ethicalstl.org 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY

Relax.  Reflect.  Renew.

Sundays at 8:15 pm

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

863.8140

Preceded by a free meal at 7:30!

Candlelight Worship
Your Ad Here

Advertise your place of 
worship for $18 per week.

Contact us to find out how!
314-935-6713

advertising@studlife.com

STUDENT LIFE
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CHRISTIAN

CHURCH

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

www.union-avenue.org

733 Union Blvd. (63108) in the CWE
call 314.361.8844 for info. or rides

study – Sunday worship @ 10:45 – lunch

Looking for a  
place to get 
involved?

6128 Delmar
in the Loop
314-862-2304

www.liberationcc.org

LIBERATION 
Christian Church

2nd and 4th Sundays
12:00 noon
Regional Arts Commission (RAC)

Your Ad Here
Advertise your place of 

worship for $18 per week.

Contact us to find out how!
314-935-6713

advertising@studlife.com
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Playing No. 1 doubles in the 
2008 men’s tennis team National 
Championship, the duo of Charlie 
Cutler and Chris Hoeland found 
themselves in unfamiliar territory. 
Despite being 25-8 as a doubles 
team on the season, Cutler and 
Hoeland trailed 4-0 against Michael 
Goodwin and David Caplan of Em-
ory University in their most impor-
tant match of the season.

“I said to myself when we were 
down 4-0, ‘This is not how it’s sup-
posed to be. What is going on?’” 
Hoeland said.

Faced with putting their Wash-
ington University teammates in an 
0-1 hole as they did with a 7-9 loss 
against Emory in the UAA Cham-
pionship just three weeks earlier, 
the pair responded in marvelous 
fashion. They held serve four times 
and broke serve another four times 
to win eight straight games, posting 
a shocking 8-4 come-from-behind 
victory. The win helped Wash. U. 
avenge a 2-6 loss against Emory at 
UAAs to win its fi rst NCAA Divi-
sion III National Championship.

“That’s about the only time 
that’s ever happened [with us],” 
Cutler said. “That was one of my 
favorite wins in my whole career at 
Wash. U.”

While perhaps their most im-
pressive victory, the defeat of 
Goodwin and Caplan is just one of 
many for Cutler and Hoeland dur-

ing their time as doubles partners 
for the Red and Green. Since be-
ing paired together at fi rst doubles 
sophomore year, the duo, now se-
niors, has amassed a 64-21 (.753) 
record.

The two credit their success as a 
doubles pair to the contrasts in both 
their playing styles on the court and 
their personalities off it. Cutler be-
lieves his quickness at the net is the 
perfect complement to Hoeland’s 
big serve ability, while his serious-
ness and intensity go well with Hoe-
land’s preference to joke around at 
all times.

Just as important, too, is the 
bond they have forged as friends 
over the last four years and the ease 
with which they can communicate 
on the court.

“We’re really good friends,” 
Cutler said. “I think that defi nitely 
has contributed to our working out 
well together and meshing well.”

“When you play for a long time 
together, you kind of just learn each 
other’s tendencies. Communication 
becomes pretty natural. I generally 
know where he’s going or where he 
wants to be going on almost every 
shot,” he added.

Cutler and Hoeland’s success as 
a doubles team has led to more than 
just a National Championship and 
a strong friendship. The past two 
years they have earned All-America 
honors in doubles and have quali-
fi ed for NCAA Individuals as a dou-
bles team (Cutler also qualifi ed in 
2006 when he was paired with Ari 
Rosenthal).

Ironically, however, when Hoe-
land broke Rosenthal’s record for 
most doubles victories in Wash. U. 
history on Wednesday by record-
ing the 91st such win of his career, 
it was another senior, Eric Pollak, 
who was paired with him. Head 
Coach Roger Follmer decided to let 
Pollak share the achievement with 
Hoeland because of how close they 
have been since freshman year and 
to allow Cutler to appreciate the ac-
complishment of his doubles part-
ner from a distance.

“When you’re on the sidelines, 
you get to appreciate who your 
partner is,” Follmer said. “That last 
win will be with Charlie Cutler so 
they’ll share that last moment to-
gether, but in the meantime…some 
of the other guys got to share that 
together, and it’s important to share 
that as a team.”

“It was really weird [not playing 
with Cutler],” Hoeland said. “It was 
the fi rst time I played with anyone 
else the last three years, and we 
were banging rackets a lot, which I 
feel like never happens [with Cut-
ler].”

For all the success Cutler and 
Hoeland have had as a doubles 
tandem, they have also had tremen-
dous singles careers. Hoeland is 55-
23 (.705) as a singles player for the 
Bears and had his most successful 
campaign last season, going 19-6 
(.760) while playing mostly No. 5 
singles.

Cutler, meanwhile, has found 
even greater success in singles. 
He is 75-31 overall (.708) and has 

qualifi ed as a singles player for 
NCAA Individuals each of the last 
two years. Cutler has also been 
named All-America in singles the 
last two years and in 2007 became 
just the fourth Bear to be named 
UAA MVP.

As the season winds down, Cut-
ler and Hoeland are focused on re-
peating as team national champions 
and trying to win individual nation-
al championship honors in singles 
and, of course, doubles.

“It would be nice to do some-
thing this year in singles and in 
doubles individuals,” Cutler said. 
“Chris and I, it’s about time we won 
the tournament.”

Once the season and school year 
are over and the two seniors have 
graduated, they plan to stick with 
tennis. As he continues to search for 
a job, Hoeland is considering work-
ing at a tennis club so he can make 
connections that will eventually 
land him a job while allowing him 
to continue to play tennis. Cutler, 
meanwhile, plans to return home to 
Portland, Ore., to play lower-level 
professional tennis and men’s mon-
ey tournaments for at least a year or 
two.

Naturally, though, Cutler is hop-
ing to bring his college doubles 
partner along for the ride.

“I’m trying to convince him to 
come play tennis with me,” he said. 
“But he doesn’t seem to want to.”

Considering all the success 
they’ve had together at Wash. U., 
Hoeland may very well want to re-
consider.

Bear Profi les: Charlie Cutler and Chris Hoeland
Scott Drattell
Sports Editor

MEN’S TENNIS

Senior Chris Hoeland hits a backhand in a match against Westminster 
College on Wednesday. Hoeland set the school record with 91 doubles wins.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Washington University will be hosting the Women’s Basketball 
Coaches Association High School All-America Game on Saturday at 
4:30 p.m. The game brings 20 of the best high school senior players 
from across the country for a matchup between East and West. The 
Division I recruits have committed to colleges ranging from Notre 
Dame and Baylor to North Carolina, Tennessee and Illinois. Tickets are 
$15 and doors open at 3:30 p.m. (Johann Qua Hiansen)

The No. 2 Washington Univer-
sity men’s tennis team easily defeated 
Grinnell College 8-1 and Westminster 
College 9-0 this week at the Tao Tennis 
Center. 

The two matches marked the Bears’ 
sixth and seventh straight wins of the 
season, giving them a season record of 
10-2. In addition, senior Chris Hoeland 
won his 91st doubles match on Wednes-
day, breaking the Wash. U. school re-
cord set by Ari Rosenthal (2002-2006).

Wash. U. 9, Westminster 0

Wednesday began with Hoeland 
winning his record-breaking 91st dou-
bles match. Hoeland and his doubles 
partner, senior Eric Pollak, defeated 
Westminster College 8-3 in the fi rst 
doubles match. 

“I’m actually not sure how long 
[the record is] going to stand,” Hoeland 
said. “I wouldn’t be surprised if it was 
broken by Isaac [Stein], Max [Woods] 
or maybe even [John] Watts.”

Hoeland has won 91 out of 117 dou-
bles matches in the past four years. He 
has also won 55 of 78 singles matches, 
giving a combined record of 146-49.

“In Chris’s case, he’s learned to win 
even when he’s not playing well,” Head 
Coach Roger Follmer said. “He’s done 
a really good job in the past two years 
of honing his mental skills.”

After Hoeland and Pollak’s success, 
the rest of the team followed in style. 
Senior Trevis Bowman and Watts, a ju-
nior, gave up only two games at second 
doubles, winning 8-2.

Next, senior Mark Partridge and 
freshman Cameron Chiang swept third 
doubles 8-0.

The singles followed, and the Red 
and Green won every match in two sets. 
Watts led the pack, winning fi rst singles 
6-3, 6-2.

Woods, a sophomore, won second 
singles 6-0, 6-2; classmate Stein took 
third singles 6-1, 6-0. Freshman Chris 
Gordon cruised at fourth singles 6-0, 

6-4; freshman Dushyanth Srinivasan 
won fi fth singles 6-0, 6-2, and Chiang 
won sixth singles 6-2, 6-0.

Wash. U. 8, Grinnell College 1

The match this past Sunday started 
with some competitive play. After a 
long struggle, Stein and Woods lost 8-6 
at fi rst doubles, as Hoeland and Cutler 
got the day off.

“I think they got off to a slow start. 
They lost the fi rst four games, and then 
they made a nice run and got it back to 
six all…It was a tough match,” Hoe-
land said.

However, their teammates, se-
nior Nirmal Choradia and Watts, soon 
brought the team back with an 8-5 
win at second doubles and Chiang and 
Srinivasan captured an 8-6 victory to 
round out doubles play.

The singles matches followed, and 
with each game Wash. U. set itself fur-
ther away from the competition. 

Cutler, Woods, Stein, junior Danny 
Levy, Hoeland and junior Slavi Fildish 
all took singles in straight sets to seal 
the victory.

“We sat some of our top players for 
rest…but it was a good match,” Fild-
ish said. “We played well and fought. 
They were a good team, and we took 
it to them.”

The success of these matches lends 
promise to the season ahead, as the Red 
and Green face several more opponents 
before the UAA Conference Champi-
onship on April 17. 

“The next three weekends are the 
most important of the season,” Follmer 
said. “We [face] our best competition, 
and we’re looking forward to UAA 
Championships.”

Among others, UAAs will include 
Emory University, which is currently 
No. 1 in the Intercollegiate Tennis As-
sociation Top-25 poll.

The team continues play against No. 
18 DePauw University on Saturday in 
Greencastle, Ind. Afterwards, the Bears 
will travel to Milwaukee, Wis. to play 
the winner of No. 9 Kenyon College 
and No. 10 Gustavus Adolphus College 
on Sunday at 10 a.m.

Men’s tennis 
dominates
Becky Chanis
Sports Editor

Sports Briefs
Wash. U. hosts WBCA All-American Game
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Silverstein’s “A Shipwreck in the 
Sand” is a catchy post-hardcore gem. 
The band combines genres for their 
fourth album on Victory Records and 
draws on metal, emo and hardcore 
infl uences. While the work isn’t a con-
cept album, there is a running theme 
throughout, from the album title to 
interludes “Their Lips Sink Ships” and 
“The Tide Raises Every Ship.”

Singer Shane Told is a real asset 
to the band. His vocals reveal talent 
and versatility: Within one track he 
unleashes a death-metal scream, a 
surprisingly mature singing voice and 
a hoarse yell. This variety makes each 
track unique. While the band uses 
typical post-hardcore and metalcore 
tropes—the palm-muted power chords 
and background arpeggios remain 
intact—they never seem overused 
or tired. Each track is packed full of 
transitions that feel fresh and keep the 
listener guessing, not overwhelmed. 

Although strong drumming is 
typical in many post-hardcore bands, 

Silverstein drummer Paul Koehler is a 
standout. He roars through snare bar-
rages and drives the album at a frenzied 
pace. Slower songs don’t sacrifi ce this 
talent. His constant pulse is relegated 
to fi ll between lines that liven up the 
melancholy. It’s gratifying to see an art-
ist master shuffl e beats and double-bass 
monstrosities instead of just keeping 
time. 

In the past, the band has rejected 
the “screamo” label, and “A Shipwreck 
in the Sand” proves that they’ve got a 
deeper stylistic base. “Broken Stars” 
melds more classical screamo/emo 
with a death metal-inspired ending. The 
only “typical” screamo song on the al-
bum is “I Knew I Couldn’t Trust You,” 
a Motion City Soundtrack-like romp. 

While many of the songs still have 
the immediacy of personal stories, Sil-
verstein displays their talent for more 
grandeur in storytelling. One in particu-
lar, “A Shipwreck in the Sand,” tells 
the story of a voyage to a new world 
looking for new natural resources. 
It’s hard to resist the combination of 
sustainability and an adventure story. 
Throughout the album, the guitar parts 
really set Silverstein apart. The intros 

for “Born Dead” and “I Am the Arson-
ist” surround intricate, unique riffs that 
jumpstart the songs’ energy. Overall, 
“A Shipwreck in the Sand” is an 
engaging and enjoyable post-hardcore 
adventure.

★★★★✩
for fans of

Senses Fail, Aiden, Underoath

tracks to download
“A Great Fire,”  “I Knew I Couldn’t 

Trust You,”  “I Am the Arsonist”

CiCi Coquillette
Music Editor

ALBUM REVIEWS

Perhaps it was my cha-
grin that the title of the fourth 
installment of the “Fast and the 
Furious” series was not “4 Fast, 
4 Furious,” or my assuredness 
that director Justin Lin would not 
take my advice and title the fifth 
“Slow & Apathetic,” but I went 
in expecting very little. Believe 
me, “Fast & Furious” was every-
thing I imagined and less.

At first it seemed there were 
more plot holes than even the 
most artful drivers could avoid, 
until I realized I was simply 
coming at understanding the nar-
rative from the wrong direction. 
Instead of viewing the film as 
a plot with intermittent gaps of 
logic, it’s best to imagine it as a 
hole with intermittent moments 
of coherence.

Dom (Vin Diesel—who 
still gets parts…because?) is 
the beefy king of any heist that 
involves driving fast or pretty 
ladies or big engines. He loves 
Letty (Michelle Rodriguez), who 
is quickly and clumsily killed 
off in act one. Brian O’Connor 
(Paul Walker) is the FBI agent 
with the heart of a criminal who 
is hot on Dom’s (and Dom’s 
sister’s) tail. There’s something 
to do with a drug cartel chief, an 
underground tunnel into (or is it 
out of?) Mexico and a revenge 
plot, but mostly I was distracted 
by the revving engines and the 
beautiful women who constantly 
and inexplicably wore bikinis 
around them.

Dom wants revenge for Let-
ty’s murder, which we think may 
have something to do with said 
Mexican drug cartel. He lands a 
spot as a driver/mule to get close 
to the men on top and bring them 

down, which FBI agent Brian 
is also attempting. Viewed as 
one big hole with moments of 
plot, this film works much like 
a dance or sports movie: There 
is a story, but it exists solely to 
prop up the footage of gyrating 
bodies, ball-tossings or flipping 
car carnage.

The opening sequence is art-
fully filmed, and that’s saying 
something for Lin, who, if he can 
do anything, can photograph cars 
driving. The style of the intro 
continues for too long, though, 
and the low angles, swoosh-
ing shots, handheld shakes and 
jarring editing gets exhausting. 
So does trying to care about any 
of these characters, whom you’d 
think we’d know by the fourth 
installment, but don’t.

“Fast & Furious” though the 
film and marketing campaigns 
may be, it still signifies pretty 
much nothing.

Flo Rida’s sophomore album 
“R.O.O.T.S.” (Route of Overcom-
ing the Struggle) tries to differentiate 
itself from the rapper’s debut “Mail 
on Sunday.” And, it certainly does just 

that. The album still features catchy, 
high-energy club songs but injects 
more dance/pop infl uences along with 
a few samples. Throughout the album, 
Flo Rida opens up and lets his listeners 
into his “struggle.”

“R.O.O.T.S.” is replete with dance/
pop/hip-hop songs that are sure to fi ll 
up everyone’s party playlists. His fi rst 
single, “Right Round,” is an excellent 
example of what the album contains. 
It is an up-tempo dance song that has a 
catchy chorus, features a sample from 
the old song “You Spin Me Round 
(Like a Record)” by Dead or Alive and 
has Flo Rida rapping about a stripper 
twirling around a pole. It is certainly an 
effective and fun song and has proved 
to be a successful formula as the song 
has set the record for the largest debut 
digital sales. Let’s face it: It is catchy.

“Gotta Get It (Dancer)” and 
“Sugar” follow similar formulas, bor-
rowing from Tina Turner’s “Private 
Dancer” and Eiffel 65’s “Blue (Da Ba 
Dee)” respectively. The latter takes 
Flo Rida’s new pop direction to the 
extreme with a sugary beat that verges 
on the bubblegum pop of the ’90s. 

Amidst these catchy hooks 
and danceable beats, Flo Rida also 
manages to stay true to the title of 

his album and tells a little of how he 
“overcame the struggle.” “R.O.O.T.S.” 
opens with “Finally Here,” in which he 
describes how he fi nally made it in the 
music industry. Atop a head-knocking 
beat, the raspy-voiced rapper reaches 
past his vocal limits, stressing the more 
emotional nature of the song. 

The best of this type, “Never,” is a 
little cliché in its lyrical content, yet is 
still refreshing among the superfi cial 
stripper/cash topics of the surrounding 
songs. The beat is beautifully under-
stated with a tinkling piano melody 
accompanied by a foreign-sounding 
synthesizer. In his reminders about 
how to live life correctly, Flo Rida is 
able to show that he isn’t just a dance 
party song musician  but also a diverse 
artist with more to offer than radio 
would imply.

Flo Rida stays true to the title 
of his sophomore album, “Route 
of Overcoming the Struggle” a.k.a. 
“R.O.O.T.S.” The album shows a 
new side of Flo Rida that he hadn’t 
shown before: one in which he is more 
open about his past and his journey to 
stardom. With that said, he is still far 
from being any kind of truly insightful, 
introspective rapper, and he will prob-
ably never get there.

‘A Shipwreck in the Sand’
Silverstein

★★★✩✩ 
for fans of

Rick Ross, T-Pain, Black Eyed Peas

tracks to download
“Right Round,” “Never,” “Jump”

Alex Terrono
Cadenza Reporter

‘R.O.O.T.S.’
Flo Rida ★✩✩✩✩

directed by
Justin Lin

and starring
Vin Diesel, Paul Walker, 

Jordana Brewster, Michelle 
Rodriguez

FILM REVIEW

Cecilia Razak
Cadenza Reporter

New Model. New Model. 
Original Parts.Original Parts.

FAST & 
FURIOUS
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When a restaurant is located 
on a shady side street with 

views of a parking lot and 
the iron fences around 

Harris-Stowe State 
University (most 

likely to keep 
out rival 

Washington University students), 
one might think it best to avoid this 
eatery. But when there is a line out 
the door of eager customers at 1:45 
p.m. on a Thursday in spite of this, I 
personally think it’s time to get very 
excited. Located near Saint Louis 
University about 15 minutes away, 
Pappy’s Smokehouse offers some of 
the best barbecue I have ever tried.

The 25 minutes I had to wait in 
line before placing my order gave 
me ample time to take note of the 
surroundings. Countless bottles of 
barbecue sauce adorned the walls, 

accompanied by words of 
praise, including articles 

and reviews from 
Pappy’s faithful cli-

entele. As I was 
about to round 

the line’s fi nal 
bend, I saw 
a photo of 

Pappy’s owners 
with Adam Rich-

mond, host of the 
television show “Man 

v. Food,” which had just 
done a segment on Pappy’s. 

This was probably a good sign. 
While waiting, it struck me 

just how much the customers wanted 
their barbecue; at least two people 
tried to bypass me in a very clearly 
defi ned line. That darn 2 p.m. cutoff 

for Pappy’s lunch special was turning 
the place into a madhouse.  

The service at Pappy’s is in 
general outstanding. I got my order 
fi ve minutes after I placed it, hand-
delivered by one of the owners. The 
other owner greeted me once in line 
and then followed me out to my car 
in the alley as I was leaving. After 
recovering from a near heart attack 
due to fear of assault, I realized it 
was the owner and that he had come 
out of the restaurant specifi cally to 
thank me again for coming. Now 
that’s what I call hospitality! 

Pretty much anything you get 
comes with one or two sides, ranging 
from coleslaw to fried corn on the 
cob to green beans and much more. 
I ordered the pulled pork sandwich 
with steak fries and fried corn on the 
cob. The sides were good but not 
great. The steak fries were surpris-
ingly scant in number, and while 
they were nice and salty, they did not 
have the crunchy texture I personally 
enjoy with my fries. The fried corn 
on the cob was interesting, with its 
dark brown color and fried texture, 
but it was unfortunately bland. By 
accident, some of the barbecue sauce 
worked its way onto my corn, which 
actually ended up making it much 
more palatable. Wasn’t that the same 
way the wonders of penicillin were 
discovered? 

The food itself was excellent. The 
tenderness of the pork was great—
when I bit into it, the meat just fell 
apart. Obviously it had been cooking 
for a long, long time to achieve that 
kind of tenderness. Better yet, cook-
ing the meat at a low temperature 
for a long time trapped in all of the 
meat’s juicy fl avor. I could still taste 
the fl avor of the meat even after it 
had been covered in a hefty amount 
of Pappy’s barbecue sauce. While the 
sauce was sweet and tangy, the pork 
had a smoky taste, creating a perfect 
harmony of fl avors. 

Unfortunately for my dear pants, 
I also ordered Pappy’s ribs. It was 
the best decision I’ve ever made. 
Their ribs are in a class of their own. 
I immediately noticed the wonderful 
smell accompanying the slab as it 
was presented. It was reminiscent of 
being next to a melting pot with all 
sorts of herbs and spices that have 
been sitting there, building up inten-
sity for many hours, if not days. If 
you’re not one to sit there smelling a 
rack of ribs, just take a bite. They had 
the same wonderful smoky fl avor 
and tenderness I experienced with 
the pulled pork, except it was taken 
to another level. Every bit of the 
meat was drenched in their special 
house-blended sauce, and I could 
taste the fl avor of all the meats sitting 
in a smoker for hours. One of the 

best parts about these ribs was that 
there was plenty of meat between 
the bones. Even so, with each sweet, 
tasty morsel falling easily off the 
bone, they were all scraped clean 
within a few minutes.

With the ribs came coleslaw and 
sweet potato fries. The latter was 
once again not all that impressive. 
The sweet potato was pleasing in 
contrast to the plain potato fl avor, but 
in general it was not very stimulat-
ing. The coleslaw, on the other 
hand, was tremendous. The salty 
and slightly sour vinegar base of the 
slaw covered the cabbage in a variety 
of very pleasing fl avors. You could 
really taste all the seasonings added 
to it. The coleslaw was by far my 
favorite of the side orders.

I would say that if you ever care 
to follow my advice, follow it now: 
Go to Pappy’s. Although it claims 
to be on Olive Boulevard, Pappy’s 
is actually located off Olive behind 
a bar/restaurant called The U. The 
bottom line: Moderate prices, large 
amounts of food, genuinely nice ser-
vice and spectacular barbecue do not 
come in tightly wrapped packages 
such as this very often, so I say take 
advantage. If you don’t trust me, trust 
the fact that even though Pappy’s has 
only been open since 2008, it has 
already been voted St. Louis’ best 
barbecue. 

Want to know what is going 
on tonight in every neighbor-
hood in St. Louis? Or where the 
best drink deals are? How about 
where to get free giveaways and 
gift certificates? You can find all 
this and more in one place: the 
Metromix St. Louis Web site and 
its student-friendly subsection, 
the Metromix College Guide. 

The Metromix College Guide 
lists hotspots for all of the colleg-
es in the St. Louis area. There are 
picture galleries and entertaining 
features like “How to Dance at 
a Club,” “Drinking Games” and 
“Get Your Party On” to name a 
few. Aside from information on 
partying, the site includes a great 
variety of places to study and 
shop at, and the site’s specific 
Washington University page lists 
great bars and restaurants in the 
vicinity. 

Adam Claypool, the manag-
ing producer of Metromix, said 
the goal of the college site is to 
provide information on social op-
tions near campus while keeping 
students’ needs in mind. 

“One of the big things I cared 
about [when in college] is ‘What 
can I do for cheap?’” Claypool 
said. In answer to this question, 
the site features information on 
the best drink specials and dining 
benefits in town.

On the left side of the Web 
site there is the Metromix Swag 
Lounge, where you can enter to 
win all kinds of free giveaways, 
including tickets to Cardinals 
games or to see touring entertain-
ers and musicians.

Further down you can find the 
“Dining Deals” section, which 
sells $50 gift certificates valid 
at specific restaurants for only 
$25. If you do not know where 
the featured restaurant is, you 
can look just above the link at the 
neighborhood guide or enter the 
restaurant’s name into the search 
field. 

The calendar ensures that you 
will not miss an event at any bar, 
club or restaurant in the city. 
There is also a weekly newsletter 
you can subscribe to, as well as 
links to the Metromix Facebook 

page, MySpace page and Twitter 
account so you will never have to 
miss a deal or fun event.

The site is not only full of 
information, but it is also con-
stantly growing more descriptive 
and user-friendly. Ali Siegel, 
marketing and promotions coor-
dinator of Metromix, listed all of 
the interactive components of the 
site, including playlists and com-
ment boxes. “We hope Wash. U. 
students will help us to make it 
more comprehensive,” she said.  

Features on the site help the 
users access the social events 
they read about. 

“There’s a lot of user interac-
tion that works well with what 
we’re doing,” Claypool said. “If 
you want to go to the movies, for 
example, you can find the theater, 
find the showtimes and buy the 
tickets all on our site. That’s 
pretty cool.”

Claypool also gave an ex-
ample of how useful the site was 
for users when they traveled. 
“Cubs fans from Chicago used 
the site to figure out where to go 
in St. Louis,” he said in regard to 
games this past summer. 

Metromix is not a new site, 
but it is new to St. Louis. The 
Web site originated in Chicago, 
but now has profiles for 37 dif-
ferent cities. St. Louis’ version of 
the site was launched last June, 
but already includes profiles of 
more than 1,500 restaurants, bars 
and music venues. Since then, 
Metromix St. Louis has garnered 
around 1.2 million page views 
per month, with 90,000 of those 
from unique visitors. Many 
Metromix St. Louis users were 
familiar with Metromix for other 
cities, Siegel explained, so the 
format was helpful and familiar 
when navigating the St. Louis 
site.  

The Web site’s popularity is 
certainly telling. There is no good 
reason not to be a regular visitor 
of Metromix St. Louis and its 
Wash. U. page, unless you are 
opposed to free things and good 
times.

For more information, the 
Metromix college guide Web site 
is located at http://stlouis.metro 
mix.com/home/producer_guide/
college-guide/926399/content.

Lana Goldsmith
Scene Reporter

St. Louis’ best-kept secret

Metro
mix.com

Peter Davis
Scene Reporter

PETER DAVIS | S
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Stepping
Out

Pappy’s Smokehouse
3106 Olive Blvd., St. Louis, Mo. 63103, 314-535-4340, $6-15

★★★★✬

hotseams
A guide to sunglasses

This week I was going through my thousands of pounds of fan 
mail and came upon a curious reader’s letter. She was looking for 
advice before going to the mall to purchase new sunglasses for 
this summer season: 

Dear Hot Seams,
I really don’t know how to choose the right sunglasses for my face. I know 

which styles I like and don’t like, but for the amount of  money I’d have to pay 
for good frames, I would hate to make a mistake. Is there like some formula or 
something to fi guring this out? Well I know there isn’t, but please help me!

Sincerely,
Sun In My Eyes 

Ginika Agbim
Fashion Columnist 

Dear Sun In My Eyes,
I love waking up to the sun. 

However, I hate waking up to the 
sun when it’s too bright and hurts 
my eyes. Personally, I would love 
to invent some form of sunshield 
that would allow me to enjoy the 
sun when I want to—perhaps one 
that is sensitive 
to the 

emotional responses in my mind, 
you know, when I’m happy or 
frustrated. Anyway, to answer 
your question, there is a science 
to choosing the perfect pair of 
sunglasses. Just because they look 
nice on the mannequin or shelf 
doesn’t necessarily mean they 
would work for your face. So 
before you head out to purchase a 

pair, here’s what you should do:

stepone
Take a picture of your face, 

hair pulled back. If you can’t do 
that, staring in front of a large 
mirror is also fine, as long as it 
includes your whole face. Outline 
your face on the picture or mirror; 
you can either do this with a pen 
or something that will wipe away, 
such as eyeliner. What shape does 
your outline remind you of? An 
oval? A square? A circle? Remem-
ber this shape—it will be the key 
to choosing the right sunglasses.

steptwo
Now that you’ve identified 

your shape, consider this advice: 
People with oval-shaped faces 
are lucky, since their structure 
is the most versatile, and they 
can pull off just about anything. 
If you’re not one of these lucky 
few, keep reading. For those of us 
with square-shaped faces—that 
is, more angled at the forehead 
and jawline—try frames that have 
more rounded edges to balance 
the angles of your face. Perhaps 
an oval or cat-eye shape would 
be best. Wearing sunglasses with 
too many straight lines brings out 
the “squared-ness” of an already 
square face. If you find your face 
to be slightly longer than a square, 
thus resembling a rectangle, try 
glasses that cover the middle of 
your face to minimize the length. 
If you have a very round face, 
try frames with straighter lines 
to contrast your face’s curves. If 
your face resembles a triangle or 
diamond, try sunglasses with a 
thin rim (but avoid a square shape) 
to keep your face balanced without 
too many angles.

stepthree
Don’t forget to consider your skin 

tone, nose shape and budget when 
looking for the perfect sunglasses. 
Now, go shopping!

Hope I’ve answered your ques-
tion.

Stay Stylish!
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