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Black authors, poets
to discuss literature
1n conference at WU

Preeminent
scholars, Pulitzer

Prize winners to

attend

Ben Sales
Senior News Editor

Leading black poets, authors
and critics will gather Wednesday
at the 2009 Callaloo Conference,
to be held at Washington Univer-
sity this year.

Callaloo Journal—the pre-
miere black literary publica-
tion—hosts the annual con-

ference, which aims to bring
together black literary intellectu-
als and provoke discussion in the
African-American community.

The conference will begin on
Wednesday night with a keynote
address by Georgetown Univer-
sity sociology professor Michael
Eric Dyson, a noted critic of black
literature and the author of a re-
cent book examining the legacy
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Read-
ings, lectures and discussions
will continue through Saturday.

Senior Sarah Johnson, presi-
dent of the Association of Black
Students (ABS), is excited to
hear Dyson address the influence
of King on later generations.

“He was talking [in a tele-
vision appearance] about how
people idolize Dr. King and how
we don’t look at what his death
did to the country,” said Johnson,
whose group wanted to bring Dy-
son to speak earlier this year. “I
would like to hear him talk about
it face-to-face.”

Other notable speakers at the
conference will include Pulitzer
Prize-winning poets Rita Dove
and Yusef Komunyakaa, and crit-
ic Houston Baker.

Professor Vincent Sherry,
chair of the English Department,
is looking forward to seeing the
intellectual productivity of such
a confluence of speakers.

“Rita Dove and Yusef Komu-
nyakaa are probably the two most
important African American poets
in contemporary letters,” Sherry
said. “This is the most extraordi-
nary gathering of high-level aca-
demic and creative talent that can

almost be imagined.”

Sherry hopes that the speakers
will confront the issue of what it
means to be a black intellectual
today.

“There’s a kind of theme un-
derneath this which is the plight
of the black intellectual in the
current historical-cultural situ-
ation,” he said. “It’s an under-
standable problem or dilemma or
even crisis of African-American
intellectuals working in a univer-
sity culture that is still obviously
dominantly white. What is the
relationship between that person
and that institutional racial iden-
tity?”

Johnson said that members
of ABS identify with the issue
of being in the top tier of black
students.

“Black kids present them-
selves as intellectuals, but some-
times it seems removed. It’s going
to be interesting to see a bunch of
people who have been where we
are,” she said. “If you’re a black
kid in college and people think
you’re in the top 10th of black
people, that you’re supposed to
help the rest of all the other black
people.”

Professor Gerald Early of the
Center for the Humanities would
like to see the conference focus
on encouraging more production
of black literature and more en-
gagement from the community in
that literature.

“I’d like to hear about getting
more African American literature
out there,” he said. “What can be
done with getting more forums
for publishing African-American
writing and to get serious Af-
rican-American fiction and po-
etry and essays out to the public
more?”

Early takes a “big-tent” ap-
proach to what constitutes Af-
rican-American literature. He
includes any literature address-
ing black issues, as well as any
writing by African Americans, in
the genre.

“I would say not only litera-
ture by African-Americans but
also literature by non-African-
Americans writing about the
African-American experience [is
African-American literature],”
Early said. “All people who are
seriously engaged in wanting to

See CALLALOQO, page 2
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Continues
efforts to hire
sexual violence
coordinator

Sam Guzik and
Kat Zhao
Student Life Staff

Washington University’s um-
brella organization for sexual as-
sault prevention and education has
reorganized itself under new lead-
ership after a semester-and-a-half
hiatus and for the first time has set
a budget to support its efforts.

The Advisory Committee on
Sexual Violence and Prevention—
which replaces the Committee on
Sexual Assault (COSA)—compris-

www.studlife.com

es of students, faculty and admin-
istrators involved in efforts to sup-
port victims and promote education
to reduce the incidence of rape on
campus.

Appointed by Chancellor Mark

Wrighton, the new committee
chairs are Lecturer in Humanities

Jami Ake and Associate Dean of

Students Jill Stratton.
“Ake had chaired COSA in the

past, and Stratton has significant
expertise in the area and they both
have a passion for the issue,” said
Alan Glass, director of Student

Health Services (SHS). “They’re
also both the kinds of people who
are very task-focused and tend to

accomplish things in an efficient

and well-thought-out manner.”

In the past, members of COSA

were appointed annually by former
Assistant Vice Chancellor Karen
Coburn. When Coburn retired last
year, that responsibility fell to
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the Internet.
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Author Robert Spencer spoke on
campus yesterday amid a flurry
of controversy. See photos on

Wednesday, March 25, 2009

0SA reorganizes under new name

Glass. This choice was made in an
attempt to restructure the commit-
tee instead of reappointing mem-
bers within the same framework.

Through meetings with 20 mem-
bers of the sexual violence preven-
tion movement on campus, Glass
took several months to evaluate
COSA’s efforts and to secure fund-
ing for the new group’s operations.

“I got the sense that COSA had
done some great work but that this
might be an opportunity to take that
committee to the next level,” Glass
said.

Among other things, the reor-
ganized committee hopes to draw
upon its budget for programming
and administrative support and to
engage its own members as well
as the rest of the University com-
munity.

“I really want to increase aware-
ness about the problem of sexual
assault because I feel like it is a

huge problem on this campus that
students just don’t know about,”
said junior Jimmy Cox, one of the
students on the committee. “Stu-
dents and faculty alike just don’t
know about the huge numbers that
afflict the University.”

In addition to Stratton and Ake,
the committee contains 15 other
members, including Glass, SHS
psychologist Craig Woodsmall, Di-
rector of Judicial Programs Tamara
King, Chief of Police Don Strom,
three undergraduate student lead-
ers, one graduate student, one law
school student, three faculty mem-
bers and others.

At some point, COSA became a
group of close to 30 members, ac-
cording to Stratton, which decen-
tralized the work and process of the
committee.

“I can’t remember a time when

See COSA, page 2

A LEAKY SITUATION

Clayton firefighters work to stop a gas leak Tuesday afternoon on the Danforth Campus. Students
could smell the gas from the leak in the air surrounding Brown and McDonnell halls, but the leak
didn’t affect the insides of the buildings and didn’t force any evacuations. According to a University

W

facilities worker, the leak was caused by a ballard puncturing a gas tank under the asphalt.
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Native American Awareness Week
and Pow Wow to attract 5,000

Chloe Rosenberg
Staff Reporter

The Kathryn M. Buder Center for
American Indian Studies is making
a renewed effort to inform the Wash-
ington University campus about Na-
tive American culture through its 19th
annual American Indian Awareness
Week and Pow Wow this week.

Native American Awareness Week
includes events that began on Mon-
day and will end with the Pow Wow
on Saturday. Events include a panel
discussion that took place on Mon-
day, a movie screening on Tuesday,
guest speaker Albert White Hat—a
professor at the Native American Sinte
Gleska University —this Thursday and
“Pow Wow 101,” a panel on Native
American issues, on Friday.

The Washington University Pow
Wow is the second largest in the Mid-
west. It is expected to attract as many
as 5,000 people to the Athletic Com-
plex on Saturday.

“It has grown exponentially since
its inception,” said Matt Kull, a student
in the George Warren Brown School of

NEWS INFO

The Kathryn M. Buder Center for
American Indian Studies is hosting
its 19th annual Pow Wow this March.

Social Work and Pow Wow co-chair,
of the event.

The Pow Wow aims to increase
awareness of Native American culture
on and around campus. People from
across the United States and Canada
attend the event.

The Pow Wow’s main objective is
to provide the public with an authentic
look into Native American culture in
addition to promoting cultural preser-

vation and networking among attend-
ees.

Partially funded by the Women’s
Society of Washington University, the
Pow Wow will offer an array of activi-
ties for participants. Vendors will sell
authentic Native American food and
crafts.

Arena Director Tracy Tullie will
lead the Pow Wow along with Host
Drum Little Thunder and several oth-
ers. This event is not specific to any
one Native American culture but will
synthesize the traditions of several dif-
ferent tribes.

There will be a dance competition
broken into categories by age, dance
type and gender. A total of more than
$10,000 will be given out to the win-
ners of the individual competitions.

The Pow Wow is one example
of the outreach that the Buder Cen-
ter does within the University and St.
Louis communities. More than 80 al-
ums, as well as current students, edu-
cate the American public through their
own personal works.

The Buder Center was founded
in 1990 and is part of the social work
school. Each year, it offers scholar-

ships to up to 12 Brown students of
Native American origin, who are then
named Buder Scholars.

Buder scholars have added respon-
sibilities beyond those of the everyday
social work student. In addition to
completing the full social work school
curriculum in two years, the scholars
are expected to spend 420 hours vol-
unteering on reservations. Sixty-five
percent of Buder Center graduates
continue on to work with the commu-
nities where they volunteered.

“Native American communities
need everyone’s help,” said Stephanie
Kettler, the Buder Center’s program
manager. She added that she became
involved in the center because “I
wanted to give something back to my
community.”

Different career paths that gradu-
ates of the program follow include
public work, clinical work and educa-
tion.

Buder Scholars are expected to
take one of several classes offered by
the Buder Center each semester. These
classes, which focus on Native Ameri-
can studies, are open to all Washington
University students.

Atrican Film
Fest to begin
Thursday

Chloe Rosenberg
Staff Reporter

Migration is the common theme of
the films that the African Students As-
sociation will screen in its fourth annu-
al African Film Festival this Thursday
through Sunday.

The festival traditionally show-
cases films from around the African
continent, and this year it will feature
eight individual pieces. Each night of
the festival will feature one short and
one full-length film.

The festival is free of charge and at-
tracts viewers from all around the St.
Louis area. Although the Tivoli The-
atre holds the international film festival
annually, this is the only African film
festival held locally.

Dean Wilmetta Toliver-Diallo,
coordinator of the festival, chose the
films by working with a larger film fes-
tival held in New York City annually to
put together the year’s lineup.

Toliver-Diallo also works with the
African Students Association (ASA) to
put the festival together.

Junior Amaka Onwuzurike, presi-
dent of ASA, helped to organize and
publicize the festival.

“It shows a voice from African
filmmakers that is not often heard,”
Onwuzurike said. “I love getting to
see the movies. I would never have a
chance to see them otherwise.”

This year, each of the eight films
chosen for the festival on the Wash-
ington University campus were first
shown at the film festival in New York.
In other years, Toliver-Diallo chose
pieces from other festivals, including
FESPACO, a well-regarded African
film festival in Ouagadougou, Burkina
Faso.

Films that show at the New York
African Film Festival are circulated
around the country. The money for the
performances is provided by the Andy

See FILM FEST, page 3
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DUC, Tisch Commons, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Come to this annual festival of Israeli
culture featuring food, a market, a raffle
and a performance by Staam, Wash. U.’s
premiere Jewish a cappella group.
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weatherforecast

Wednesday 25 Thursday 26

Partly cloudy PM showers
High 61 High 59
Low 43 Low 46

Gas leak opens next to Brown Roof art sticks out

Firefighters and police worked to close a gas leak on the Danforth Campus at
3 p.m. on Tuesday. Maintenance workers expected the leak, which opened on the
walkway between McDonnell and Brown halls, to be fixed later in the afternoon.

Soon after the leak opened, a fire truck and police officers cordoned off the area
and began to penetrate the asphalt in order to access the leak.

Although the smell of gas wafted to as far as Wilson Hall, workers said that the
leak did not represent a threat to students’ health and the few students standing near
the site of the leak said that the smell did not enter McDonnell.

According to a Washington University facilities worker, the leak was caused
by a ballard puncturing a gas tank under the asphalt between the buildings. The
malfunctioning ballard is part of the gas system’s infrastructure. (Ben Sales)

While his parents were away, one 18-year-old took things into his own hands and
went onto his roof. Once there, he proceeded to leave his mark on the roof in white
paint, drawing a large phallus measuring 60 feet in length. Prominently displayed for
all birds and airplanes to see, his parents did not notice for a full year.

The work sits atop a million-pound mansion in Berkshire, England. The mansion’s
roof is red except for the long gray flat part that shows the white remnants of the
student’s actions.

The image will remain for now, as the student is currently traveling. His parents say
he will have to scrub it off by hand when he returns. (Michelle Merlin)

Japanese Film Series: “Mishima”

Seigle Hall, Room 103, 6:30 p.m.

Watch this film by director Paul Schraeder
as part of this cultural series.

Callaloo Conference keynote address
‘Whitaker Hall Auditorium, 8 p.m.

Michael Eric Dyson, Ph.D., a cultural
critic who is a professor of sociology at
Georgetown University, will speak as part
of this conference, which features black
writers. His most recent book is “April 4,
1968: Martin Luther King Jr.’s Death and
How It Changed America.”

THURSDAY 26

African Film Festival: “Waiting for Men”

Brown Hall, Room 100, 7 p.m.

The African Film Festival starts on Thursday, with
this feature film by Katy Ndiaye. The film is about
the lives of women in Mauritania. The festival

will continue through Sunday.

quoteoftheday

“Black kids present themselves
as intellectuals but sometimes it
seems removed. It’s going to be in-
teresting to see a bunch of people
who have been where we are.”

Sarah Johnson, president of the
Association of Black Students

newshriefs

Blagojevich back in the limelight

Former Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who was removed from office in late
January by a unanimous vote of the Illinois Senate for attempting to sell President

Obama’s former Senate seat, will be making a public appearance on the radio waves

China.

this scale.

Wednesday.
He will host a talk show on Chicago’s WLS 890 AM radio station. According
to the director of the program, “Blagojevich will be taking calls from the audience,
recounting stories and conversing with guests.”

Blagojevich was offered the spot nearly two months ago during the saga
surrounding his impeachment. He refused at the time but later agreed to appear. He
is filling in as host of the Don Wade and Roma Morning Show.

During the scandal, Blagojevich developed a habit of using literary references:
He referenced the short story “The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner”
and Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poetry in discussing his plight. Some bloggers are
anticipating his use of additional literary references.

The show will air on Chicago’s WLS 890 AM and on www.wlsam.com from 7
a.m. until 9 a.m. (David Messenger)

YouTube blocked in China

Google said Tuesday that its video-sharing Web site YouTube was being blocked in

Traffic rapidly decreased starting on Monday, then dropped to nearly zero by Tuesday.
In China, the government censors and filters Internet content that is critical of its
administration. This includes a select number of videos on YouTube, but never before on

Talks between the government of China and YouTube are said to be ongoing.

Earlier in March, YouTube received a significant spike in viewership with the release
of a seven-minute video to commemorate the first anniversary of the protests by Tibetans
against Chinese rule.

The video purportedly shows Chinese police engaged in brutal violence against
Tibetans following the riots in Lhasa last March, though the authenticity of the footage
has not been confirmed. (Sophie Adelman)

policehect

RECOVERED STOLEN PROPERTY —
March 20,2009, 12:14 p.m.

Location: HITZEMAN

Summary: Res. Life completed a room
inspection and reported locating stolen
equipment from Transportation Dept.
Transportation and Facilities responded
to retrieve property. Disposition: Referred
to JA.

INVESTIGATION — March 20, 2009,
1:13 p.m.

Location: MYERS

Summary: ResLife initiated search of dorm
room for policy violation. Disposition:
Pending.

INVESTIGATION — March 20, 2009,
1:57 p.m.

Location: GREENWAY APTS

Summary: ResLife initiated search of
apartment for policy violation. Disposition:
Pending.

INVESTIGATION —March 20, 2009,
3:10 pm.
Location: GREENWAY APTS

Summary: ResLife initiated search of
apartment for policy violation. Disposition:
Pending.

LOST PROPERTY — March 20,2009,
5:58 pm.

Location: ELIOT HALL

Summary: Complainant reports a missing
package that had been delivered per FedEx.
Time of occurrence: 9:20 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Disposition: Pending.

LARCENY —March 21,2009, 3:41 am.
Location: MALLINCKRODT CENTER
Summary: Mallinckrodt security reports his
radio was taken between 2:30 and 3 a.m.
Disposition: Pending.

LARCENY —March 23,2009, 2:21 am.
Location: BROWN HALL

Summary: Student reported that at 2 p.m.,
she left her laptop computer in the balcony
area in Brown Hall, and when she returned
at 2:05 p.m., the laptop was missing.
Disposition: Unfounded. Item had been
found and taken to Found Property for
safekeeping.

fortherecord

Monday’s story “AOII: A firecracker of a sorority”
misspelled the Greek word that serves as the sub-motto
for the Alpha Omicron Pi chapter. It is kalokagathia, not
kalagokathia. Student Life regrets the error.

COSA from page 1

COSA was all in the room,” Strat-
ton said. “We have a smaller group,
and we hope to make a more fo-
cused and larger impact.”

The new committee assembled
for the first time last Tuesday
to begin formulating its specific
agenda.

“This wasn’t inventing any-
thing new. It was just to make sure
that everyone who does this kind
of work in the University is at the
same table,” Ake said.

In the past, COSA served pri-
marily to guide the efforts of other
groups involved with the sexual
assault prevention and educa-
tion movement. One of its most

significant achievements was the
completion of a comprehensive
survey about sexual violence at the
University demonstrating that rates
of sexual assault incidence at the
University match those measured
nationally and that more than 90
percent of cases go unreported.

COSA was also responsible
for submitting an annual report on
campus sexual violence to higher-
level administration.

Going forward, a central focus
of the new committee will be to
continue working toward the cre-
ation of a unified office for sexual
assault prevention and education
efforts. The committee will also

Lee
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Free garage parking
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Sun 11:00a - 5:00p

advise Glass and others involved
in the hiring process of the preven-
tion director. Once the position is
filled, the committee will serve as
that person’s advising board.

The effort to implement the
position goes back many years
through Coburn’s work, but gained
prominence after the Myers inci-
dent in 2007. In the spring of 2007,
the Student Union Senate passed a
resolution supporting the creation
of the post and, because the resolu-
tion had not been sent to adminis-
trators, it was passed again in the
fall of 2007.

Most recently, a job description
for the new director-level position
has been written and is pending
approval before hiring can take
place.

According to Glass, the Univer-

sity is looking to take a community
health perspective toward sexual as-
sault prevention and, consequently,
two of the biggest requirements for
candidates are a master’s in public
health and experience in the areas
of sexual assault and relationship
violence.

“This person needs to have
enough expertise and experience
that they’re going to be able to ad-
dress some of the issues that faculty
might bring up, but the person has
to have the ability to work with stu-
dents,” Glass said. “A piece of the
responsibility is going to be work-
ing with student groups who will
hopefully continue to be engaged
with working with the issues.”

No timeline has been set for
filling the position, but Wrighton
and Vice Chancellor for Students
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James McLeod have spoken pub-
licly about the position’s impor-
tance and have suggested the hiring
process will go forward in spite of
the tight economy.

“We have only one chance to do
this, so I’'m very concerned that we
do it the right way,” Glass said.

Wrighton said that although the
University is trying to hire a coor-
dinator, the responsibility of pre-
venting sexual assault lies with the
members of the student body.

“Part of the responsibility, as I
see it, still rests with the members
of the community themselves. I'm
referring to students,” Wrighton
said. “I think a lot of the challenges
we face in the community stem
from what seems to me to be a high
and unfortunate level of incidents
of alcohol abuse.”

CALLALOO
from page 1

write about and express and un-
derstand the African-American
experience, all of this is part of
African-American literature.”

Johnson said that despite the
genre-specific topic of the con-
ference, she hopes people of all
backgrounds attend.

“I expect to see a lot of peo-
ple [who] are interested in litera-
ture and interested in diversity,”
she said. “It won’t be all black, I
don’t think.”

The Brentwood Car Wash...

...is environmentally friendly
...saves money
...Is fun to use

T-shirts & gift cards available
On Manchester, one block west of Hanley
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March 26=29, 2009
7:00 pm, Brown Hall;Room 100
Washington University

FREE ADMISSION

For more information:

(314) 935-7879
or wtoliver@artsci.wustliedu

For full descriptions of the films, visit our website:

wupa.wustl.edu/africanfilm

Sponsored by the Washington University's African and African American Studies Program,
Program for Film and Media Studies, African Students Association, and the African Students in
the School of Social Work. It was funded in part by a grant from the Women's Society of
Washington University. The African Film Festival Traveling Series has been organized by the
African Film Festival, Inc. with a grant from the Andy Warhol Foundation.
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COURTESY OF THE AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL

The annual African Film Festival will be Thursday through Sunday and
will feature films from around the African continent. “Shoot the Message,”
Seatured at the festival, is directed by Ngozi Owwurah, a native of Nigeria
who moved to Britain with her family at the age of nine after surviving the
Nigerian Civil War. Her passion for cinema led her to St. Martin’s School of

Art, where she graduated with honors. She has been acknowledged as one of

today’s most talented directors in Britain.

FILM FEST from page 1

‘Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts.
The African Film Festival is getting its
films through the program.

Unique from the festivals in previ-
ous years, the films chosen for 2009
all focus on the common theme of
migration. The films show Africans
migrating throughout the continent,
and several tell the stories of native
Africans emigrating from their home
continent and moving to countries
such as France and England.

One of the films, “This is My Afti-
ca,” is a documentary featuring people
who were born in Africa discussing
their memories of the continent. Other
films showcased include “Paris selon
Moussa,” a French-language film
subtitled in English, and “Waiting for
Men.”

“All of these films have acclima-
tion,” Toliver-Diallo said. “The best
thing about the festival is seeing peo-
ple come together—the new commu-
nities it builds.”

Toliver-Diallo said that she hopes
the film festival provides the public

with a well-rounded view of Africa.

“Its purpose is to bring together
some visual content to the African
continent. It helps to bring a conver-
sation about Africa that is a bit more
complex than prior discussions,” Toli-
ver-Diallo said.

In previous years, there have been

the features. The organizers hope that
attendance will reach even higher
numbers this year.

Students are excited to expose
themselves to new cultural perspec-
tives at the festival.

“I think it is good exposure. I think
that in a lot of countries people see
American movies, but in America we
don’t see many films that were made
abroad. We are basically just exposed
to Hollywood,” freshman Elizabeth
Riley said. “I feel like people only
go to the really big cultural events on
campus.”

The films will be shown in Brown
100 at 7 p.m.
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Complete a cluster

vampire course

Focus on a hard course
Put your prerequisites in order
Take a course in your major

Have fun with a ghost or

And then head for the sun!
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Check the Summer School website for full course listings and information.
Registration begins March 25th!
summerschool.wustl.edu « 314.935.6700
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Help Wanted

JOBS

First Investors Corporation, Multiple Locations
Recruiting for: Entry Level Representatives
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 3/26

Children’s Rights, New York, NY
Recruiting for: Paralegal
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 3/31

The Gallup Organization, Muitiple Locations
Recruiting for: Associate Consultant, Business Development Consultant
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 3/31

World Resources Institute, Washington, D.C.
Recruiting for: Post Graduation Internships in New Ventures, Access Initiative Research,
EMBARQ Communications , Greenhouse Gas Protocol , New Ventures Monitoring & Evaluation,
New Ventures/Next Billion
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 4/1

Washington University in St. Louis, MO
Recruiting for: Admissions Officer
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 4/6

INTERNSHIPS & CO-OPS

Swank Motion Pictures, St.Louis, MO
Recruiting for: Copywriting Intern, College Sales On-Campus Advertising Intern
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 3/25

Washington University in St. Louis, MO
Recruiting for: Alumni and Parents Admission Program (APAP) Intern; Facilities Internships
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 3/27;3/30

Ethicon Endo-Surgery, INC., Cincinnati, OH
Recruiting for: Regulatory Affairs Co-op/Intern, Industrial Design Research & Development
Co-Op/Intern, Research & Development Co-op
Majors: Engineering
Apply end: 3/30

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals, Boston, MA; Wilmington, DE
Recruiting for: Internships in Research & Non-Clinical Development, Cancer Chemistry,
Commercial Compliance & Ethics, DINA Leadership Staff, Early Development, Finance -
Internal Auditing, WSB Health Services
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 4/5

Lickenbrock Technologies, LLC, st.Louis, MO
Recruiting for: Research Engineer Internship
Majors: Biological & Biomedical Engineering, Computer Science & Engineering, Electrical &
Systems Engineering
Apply end: 4/5

Pfizer, Inc., st.Louis, MO
Recruiting for: Summer Intern
Majors: Biology & Biomedical Sciences, Chemistry
Apply end: 4/6

St. Louis Cardinals, MO
Recruiting for: Recycling Manager, All-Star Game Interns (Attraction Manager,
Credential Checker, Production Manager)
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 4/6

Leo Burnett Worldwide, Chicago, IL
Recruiting for: Creative Technology/Flash Summer Internship, Lapiz Account Management
Internship, Motion Graphics Artist, Production Intern
Majors: All Majors
Apply end: 4/8

EVENTS & WORKSHOPS

Nonprofit Careers: 3/25,5-6:30 PM, Danforth University Center, Room 234

This program will feature nonprofit professionals discussing their work and
dispelling any myths about the nonprofit industry. Guests include Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Eastern Missouri, Food Outreach, National Conference on Community and
Justice of Metropolitan St.Louis, and Voices for Children. Details available on
CAREERlink.

Finding a Job Abroad Workshop: 3/26,4-5 PM, Danforth University Center,
Career Center

City Year Information Session: 3/27,12-1 PM, Danforth University Center,
Room 233

Writing Your First Resume Workshop: 3/30, 3-4 PM, Danforth University
Center,Room 234

Finding a Job For the Year Off: 3/30,4-5 PM, Danforth University Center,
Room 232

Lunch with a Pro: Public Relations: 4/02,12-1 PM, Danforth University Center,
Room 233. This program will feature Ann Kittlaus from Fleishman-Hillard. Kittlaus
will answer your questions regarding careers in the field of public relations. Details

available on CAREERIink.

start here.
washington university career center

Danforth University Center, Suite 110.
Satellite offices in 324 Lopata Hall and 005 Steinberg Hall.

careers@wustl.edu | www.careers.wustl.edu | (314) 935-5930
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Simple changes could

help SU budgeting

ast year, Student Union’s
budgeting process caused
a significant stir when
several executive commit-
tees were funded below the level
that they felt necessary to continu-
ing operating to their full potential.
Student Union (SU) deemed those
cuts necessary because its budget
was constrained due to block fund-
ing approvals and other budgetary
items that could not be changed.
But while tight control of the
budget is a virtue rather than a vice,
SU did not apply the same level
of skepticism and oversight to all
areas of its budget.

Last year, while SU cut the
budgets of student groups, it
donated $90,000 to the Office of
Student Activities (OSA), $3,000 to
the OSA’s Leadershape and $8,000
to the OSA’s Community Service
Initiatives. These budgets—and
other so-called campus donations
like them—are not subject to the
same intense scrutiny that student
groups’ budgets must undergo, even
as OSA has been known to program

extravagant events that far exceed
what student groups would be able
to cull from the SU allocations
process.

Though OSA certainly provides
valuable programming for students,
students should be asking whether
SU has a responsibility to offer up
student dollars without applying the
same level of scrutiny and oversight
that it applies to student groups. SU
must act as a responsible custo-
dian for the student activities fee
and there is no inherent reason to
assume OSA is more deserving of
funding or that they will put the
money to better use than student
groups would.

This year SU needs to take a
hard look at the money it gives
to OSA and be able to justify the
amount on the same line-by-line ba-
sis it uses to justify the budgets of
student groups. And student group
leaders who are unhappy with their
budget allocations should challenge
SU on its significant donations to
OSA when they approach Treasury.

While SU needs to take a more

strict approach to the way it funds
OSA, it needs to show a little more
faith in student groups. Funding
KWUR’s desire to upgrade its watt-
age is a good example of a situation
where SU should relax its standards
a little bit. Though KWUR cannot
definitively say it will receive
permission for a wattage upgrade
until after studies are done, and
cannot absolutely demonstrate that
funding the studies will benefit the
University community, SU should
allocate the money based on the
very high probability that KWUR
will be able to expand—a feat that
will give significant and incalcu-
lable benefits to the student body
over many years.

Finally, SU should remove the
mandatory fund-raising percentage
from groups’ budgeting. While it
would be nice to have groups raise
a certain percent of the money they
will use, the reality is that groups
work to game the budgeting pro-
cess in order to make sure they will
have enough money to function as
they wish and put on their desired

events. The groups with the most
savvy treasurers who can make up
the most items for SU to fund end
up with enough money to function
and the groups whose treasurers
do not understand the politics of
budgeting, and budget for what
the group actually needs, end up
without enough money. By remov-
ing the fund-raising percentage, SU
could remove a lot of the gaming
and lying currently present in the
budgeting process and budget more
efficiently and effectively.

There is no easy solution to
the budgeting conflicts, but the
controversy does not need to be as
heated as it has been in the past.
However, providing a tougher and
more transparent standard for the
relatively large block of money that
goes to OSA, placing a little more
faith in student group leaders and
removing the fund-raising percent-
age, which is the primary catalyst
of budget politicking, could easily
make this year’s budgeting process
less painful than the most recent
budgeting nightmares.

AJ Sundar
Staff Columnist

hat is it with
people’s obsession
with flaunting the
superiority of older
things as better than newer equiva-
lents? I’ve noticed that across the
board, people tend to see vintage
objects as somehow superior to
their modern-day equivalents.

The old Dodge Challenger was
considered superior to the modern-
day muscle equivalents for quite
some time, despite performing
much worse on road tests. Across
YouTube, comments abound
about how much better classic
rock tracks are than the “current
stuff” —and while I certainly
understand how taste differs in

Old things suc

music, the opinions seem so wide-
spread and staunchly held that I

The most common ra-
tionalization is that the
object, by virtue of it be-
ing old, holds some sort

of priceless nostalgia.

can’t help but feel that something
else is at work. Even older novels,
the so-called “classics,” often
receive much more criticism and
work, not to mention praise, com-

pared to modern novels—and I’'m
not convinced that humankind is
slowly becoming worse at writing.

My confusion, however, stems
not from wondering why people
value older things more but rather
from the justifications that one can
make for having this valuation of
older items. I simply cannot see
a rational reason why one would
value clearly inferior objects
solely because they’re old.

The most common rationaliza-
tion is that the object, by virtue
of it being old, holds some sort of
priceless nostalgia. However, ir-
rationality aside, such a statement
simply isn’t true. If it were, we
would see plenty of people using
computers from the early "90s,
incapable of even connecting to
broadband Internet. We see many
fewer people using old computers

(if any at all) than we see driving
vintage cars despite lower fuel ef-
ficiency, lower horsepower, lower
comfort and fewer safety features
available. To be sure, some old
things are truly superior to newer
designs—for example, a Sega
Genesis remains the only method
short of piracy for accessing those
old games, which newer games
can’t replace.

Still, it seems that even when a
perfectly replaceable, and indeed
superior, product exists, people
still cling to the older ones despite
all of their drawbacks. Perhaps
this is something that I’ll never
get, but for now, I’'m simply go-
ing to enjoy my better, newer
products.

Al is a freshman in Arts & Sciences. He
can be reached via e-mail at asundar@
wustl.edu.
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Writing 1

An overview of
the fundamental
problems, and
some proposals
for change

Randy Brachman
Staff Columnist

ere are many things that

this school gets right. The

food is good, the quality of

life is good, the professors
are good. I could go on and on, but it
wouldn’t be very interesting. Despite
all of the good, though, there are some
things that Washington University in
St. Louis gets horribly, horribly wrong.

One of these is Writing 1. I’'m sure
you are all familiar with this course.

It is, after all, required for everyone
except engineers who pass a placement
exam.

In theory, this class is a good idea.
In theory, it makes sure that everyone
who graduates from this fine university
knows how to think and write effec-
tively. In theory, it gives students Very
Important Analytical Skills that will
surely come in handy no matter what
that student’s future holds. Unless he is
an engineer, of course, because writing
and critical thinking have no place in
math and science.

In practice, however, Writing 1
could not fail more at its objectives. It
is a semester filled entirely with busy-
work that cannot be applied elsewhere.
This is because of a fundamental fatal
flaw in the course’s design: The entire
semester is spent writing a single essay.

All of the skills that the Writing 1
textbook teaches are geared toward the
student who has a near infinite amount
of time and effort that he is both able
and willing to commit to a single essay.
The constant re-analysis of everything
that is ever written only works under
the framework of a one-essay-per-
semester course. I doubt that I am
the only one who has to write more
than one essay each semester for my
courses. Personally, I have to write at
least one essay every two weeks or
s0, and I’d be incredibly surprised if I
were that far above the median (again
discounting engineers because the
University does not think they need to
be able to write).

I can’t use anything I learn in Writ-
ing 1 in any of my other classes. When
I get an assignment a week in advance,
I don’t have time to pre-write for two
days and then freewrite for another and

then write three different drafts on dif-
ferent topics all of which are related but
not exactly the one I was assigned, then
write another draft that synthesizes all
three other drafts while still introducing
new ideas, then take a day off from that
while I write another paper in which I
don’t use any of the same words that I
used in the first one and prove a point
that is different but not in any way
opposing the point I already tried to
prove, then revise the original essay

to include every point I've ever made
that could be even remotely relevant to
my assignment in reverse alphabetical
order by original time of conception

of the idea. Obviously, there is some
hyperbole there, but surprisingly (and
depressingly) little.

In addition, nowhere in the Official
Class Handbook is teaching students
how to actually write a priority.
Although basic spelling and gram-
mar are statistically some of the most
under-taught subjects in the American
public school system, the textbook
does not devote even one page to mak-
ing communication legible. Nor is any
time spent teaching students how to
write with their own unique style. Style
is what brings about ideas and makes
them interesting, not “The Method.”
On an unrelated note, “The Method”
is the most ominous-sounding writing
assignment I’ve ever had.

There are two ways to fix the
problems with Writing 1. The first is
to change every other course in the
University (outside of the engineering
school) so that the skills learned in
Writing 1 can be unilaterally applied
without completely killing off any
social or non-writing academic life of
the students. The second is much more
reasonable: Change Writing 1.

The best way to improve writing
skills is to read. Make Writing 1 a class
about reading well-written essays,
short stories, novellas or even novels,
and discussing them. Maybe have
students try to emulate them. Instead of
talking about the creative process and
then telling students to create, show
students what the process looks like so
they can imitate it.

Right now, Writing 1 is like teach-
ing someone how to swim by drawing
a deep puddle on a chalkboard and
writing out the physical equations that
govern its interactions with the outside
world. That may be good enough for
engineers, but for everyone else, the
best way to learn to swim is to hop
in the water and watch someone who
knows how.

Randy is a freshman in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached vial e-mail at
rbrachman@gmail.com.

Katie Ammann
Staff Columnist

his world is full of stuff that

doesn’t make sense, right?

Well, how about this: Most

of us can’t understand each
other. Sure, it’s great that we can
communicate in all of the subtleties
of verbal language with the speakers
of our own languages, and it’s pretty
awesome that we can nonverbally in-
teract with just about anyone, but what
about the 6 billion people to whom I
can’t effectively write or talk?

I’d like to be able to better under-
stand the musical ideas of Bamanan-
kan-speaking Malians and the war
stories of St. Louis’ elderly Bosnian
refugees. I want to do more than just
smile or laugh or frown or point at
something.

I want a universal language —one
that can connect everyone in the world
in ways we’ve hardly dreamed. Ignor-
ing the logistical issues of selecting it
and teaching it to the first generation
of speakers, it just might work.

Here is where the dilemma arises:
if a universal spoken and written
language were to be used, it would
likely mean the destruction of most
other languages. Think about it: How
many American families still speak
the language of their ancestors? Some
people, like I strangely enough, say

Let’s talk...in

not enough of them do. I would love
it if I had been raised bilingually with
the languages of my present and of
arelatively recent past. But where
I’m from, and where most of us are
from, it’s not practical unless your

parents are the ones speaking the other

language.

So for practicality’s sake, I took
piano lessons and such instead of
learning German as a child (not that
we thought about it). And I don’t
know much about German lands
except that lots of my fairy tales and
Christmas traditions come from there.

Back to practicality. It probably
would not be easy to gain universal

communication while also keeping the

rich linguistic diversity the world has.
The integrity of a particular rhythm of
speech, of stories and of poetry would
all be compromised.

Perhaps one day this discussion
will be obsolete, either because of a
universal language or because we’ll
have more at-hand ways to interpret
the languages we don’t know. Since
languages change and evolve based
on group conflicts, migrations and
even personal linguistic decisions, it’s
hard to tell. For now, though, I’ll keep
practicing my French and Spanish,
and I’ll try a little harder at Bamanan-
kan. N taara!

Katie is a senior in Arts & Sciences. She
can be reached via e-mail at kaam-
mann@artsci.wustl.edu.
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Dave Shapiro
Staff Columnist

ore than one month
has gone by since I
wrote “The Thesis.”
It has certainly been
a journey I will never forget. I
wrote then, and I reaffirm now,
that writing a thesis ought to be
an essential part of the Wash-
ington University undergraduate
experience. | feel as though I
have accomplished something
new, bold, creative and altogether
worthwhile. I also wrote then
that I would not know what I had
until it was all over. Now that it
is over, I know what I have. That
light at the end of the tunnel?
It never came. I think the most
appropriate metaphor would be
walking through a dark tunnel and
never seeing the end. Instead, a

Forum Editor / Jill Strominger / forum@studlife.com

helicopter comes out of nowhere
to rescue you, a la James Bond at
the conclusion of “GoldenEye.”
The thesis was certainly worth
it. The pain and lack of sleep
rivaled all challenges I had ever
encountered. At one point (over
spring break), I did not shower
for six days, did not shave for
eight and wore the same jeans for
10. As they would say in England,
I was “legend.” Unfortunately,
that’s only in England. Americans
don’t take too kindly to strange
smells emanating from the confer-
ence room of the Dorchester on
South Skinker Boulevard.
Indeed, while you were off
in Cancun, Puerto Rico or even
skiing in Utah, I was stuck here,
in the Gateway to Garbage —the
Midwest. I kid. I love St. Louis.
Sometimes. Anyway, I wasn’t so
much stuck in the city as I was
stuck in my apartment building.

Luckily, I got out a couple days
to go to the library. Funny thing,

the library. It closes at 6 p.m. over

spring break. Most of you don’t
know that. Essentially, when the
library is most needed, it closes
the earliest. Whispers, too. The
Law School library is a godsend.
So on Monday, when every-
one was enjoying the beautiful
post-Spring Break weather, I
could be found sunning myself in
the Arts & Sciences Computing
Lab, frantically editing the last
of my footnotes for my thesis.
Have you ever tried editing more
than 25 pages of footnotes? 507
100? 200? It isn’t pleasant. When
people bring cookies for you,
however, it is far more pleasant.
(Thanks, Lyuda!) I finished on
time, dragged my (literally) stink-
ing carcass over to the history
department and handed in what
felt like my life’s work. Within an

GODIVA REISENBICHLER | STUDENT LIFE

After) “The Thesis’

hour, I was showering back at my
apartment.

I am trying to stay occupied.

I am getting the work done for
my other classes, but something
doesn’t feel right. A part of me
feels incomplete. I guess I just
like torturing myself.

Some schools, including Reed
College in Portland, Ore., man-
date that all undergraduates write
a thesis. I wonder if we should
have the same policy. I don’t
think that would work on our
campus for a myriad of reasons—
namely, I cannot imagine what
would happen if roughly 1,400
students simultaneously engaged
in the most stressful endeavor of
their lives. I think the Danforth
Campus would explode.

David Shapiro is a senior in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached via e-mail at
dshapiro@wustl.edu.
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"These are my
people, this
1s where I come
om

Why country mu-
sic is actually good

Dennis Sweeney
Forum Editor

ew Mexico is very far
away, about 16 hours,
and when you are going
to New Mexico with
friends who like country music,
you’re going to listen to a lot of
country music on the way there
whether you like it or not. So I,
who like to hear bands like Hop
Along, Queen Ansleis shouting
out-of-tune choruses with all their
friends and playing kazoo to finish
off their CDs, had to find a way
to like this stuff. Scarily enough, I
was really successful at doing so.
Here’s how:

Driving through places like the
rest of Missouri and Oklahoma and
north Texas, passing the largest
cross in the Western hemisphere

What country music
does for me is reconcile
the rural stereotype by

being explicitly con-

scious of it—by, indeed,
embracing it.

(or something) and playing the
who-has-more-cows-on-their-
side-of-the-road-but-if-there’s-a-
cemetery-it-cancels-them-all game,
you are really tempted to buy into
some societal stereotypes that you
know are not good. You see, not
infrequently, pickup trucks driving
by with “Abortion kills” bumper
stickers, gun racks and rosaries
hanging from their rearview
mirrors. Men and women drive

by with sleeveless flannel shirts,
smoking and wearing cowboy
hats, etc. The point is that you see
people who not only arouse the vi-
sion of cultural stereotypes in your
mind but who in fact completely
fulfill them on every level visible
to a stranger like me. Riding
through rural Missouri, it seems
quite plausible that every person I
see is a fundamentalist Christian
who likes beer and fried chicken
and votes who conservatively
because America kicks ass.

We see just the same phenom-
enon here at Wash. U., I should
note, but on the other end of the
spectrum. Many of our students
seem from a distance to exactly
embody the stereotype of the lib-
eral intellectual, with their dark

J

glasses, vests, coffee, books and
clever shoes. We know at least
from this end that the stereotypes
people project have little to do with
their actual personalities. But for
the uninitiated, it is as if, in both
of these scenarios, people have
embraced purposefully the cultural
stereotype of either the Bible-totin’
rural fellow or the idealistic café-
dwelling college student.

‘What country music does for
me is reconcile the rural stereo-
type by being explicitly conscious
of it—by, indeed, embracing it.
Instead of letting us liberal college
types continue to think, “God,
these people are fitting almost
totally into this really negative
cultural stereotype, and they don’t
even know it,” country music
tends to enthusiastically proclaim
adherence to that stereotype and,
by way of self-awareness, forces us
to consider it as a legitimate way
of being and as, more importantly,
a choice.

Some examples will be instruc-
tive. This article gets its title from a
song by Rodney Atkins, the refrain
of which goes like this: “These
are my people/ This is where I
come from/ We’re givin’ this life
everything we got and then some/
It ain’t always pretty/ But it’s
real/ It’s the way we were made/
Wouldn’t have it any other way.” If
you look at the verses to the song,
it proclaims what we might think
of as “rural stereotypes” with a
sense of nostalgia and, as it claims
later in the song, pride.

Another song by the Zac
Brown Band whose chorus goes,
“You know I like my chicken
fried/ Cold beer on a Friday night/
A pair of jeans that fit just right/
And the radio up,” continues into
a chorus about “home”: “Well I
was raised up beneath the shade of
a Georgia pine/ And that’s home
you know/ Sweet tea pecan pie
and homemade wine/ Where the
peaches grow/ And my house it’s
not much to talk about/ But it’s
filled with love that’s grown in
Southern ground.” A later verse
has some rather clichéd lines about
the stars and stripes and letting
freedom ring. But in my view, the
song preempts criticism of that
stereotypical “America, f--- yeah!”
mind-set by asserting pride in that
very worldview.

A last example: Kenny Chesney
has a song that goes, “Well, I'm
what I am and I’m what I'm not/
and I’m sure happy with what I've
got/ I live to love and laugh a lot/
and that’s all I need.” He talks in
a late verse about having “found
the Lord” one day as his preacher
preached at church. But again,
we can’t stereotype him because
he’s claiming things often seen by
outsiders as negative as his own.

Country music, then, by this
implicit understanding of the pos-
sibility of viewing the “country”
lifestyle as inferior and an accord-
ing claim of pride for that lifestyle,
saves us from the negative effects
of the “Christian, pro-war, anti-
abortion, conservative, animal-
killing” stereotype. Even if people
superficially almost totally embody
that cultural stereotype, people
like me are forced to step back and
listen to Kenny Chesney and say,
“Well, they know that, and they’re
proud of it. So I guess it’s okay.”

Dennis is a junior in Arts & Sciences
and a Forum Editor. He can be reached
via e-mail at djswee@gmail.com.

Foreign aid and drowning children

Bill Hoffman
Forum Editor

uring last year’s vice
presidential debate
here at Washington
University, moderator
Gwen Ifill asked the candidates
what they would cut from their
proposed budgets in the face of
exploding deficits and a looming
financial crisis. I don’t remember
what Sarah Palin said —probably
something about “Joe Sixpacks”
and “mavericks.” But I do remem-
ber quite clearly what the first
thing Joe Biden said that he would
cut from the budget was, and that
was foreign aid.
To many, this made perfect
sense. How can we afford to
send money abroad when we are
drowning in debt and many live in

poverty here in America? To me,
however, the suggestion was rather
disturbing, because the United
States and its citizens devote so
little to foreign aid already.

Most people have no idea of
just how small this amount is.
When researchers at the University
of Maryland’s Program on Interna-
tional Policy Attitudes conducted
a survey in 1995 in which they
asked Americans how much of
the federal budget they believed
was devoted to foreign aid, the
median response was a whopping
15 percent. But in fact, foreign aid
constitutes less than 1 percent of
the federal budget.

Still, some might say we can’t
afford to increase this amount and
spend more than a fraction of a
percent of our budget on foreign
aid in the current economic
climate. After all, we’ve got to

stimulate the economy, develop al-
ternative energy and expand health

care coverage at the same time that

we also must begin to reduce the
ludicrous size of our deficits. How
can foreign aid be a priority when
there is so much else to be done?
Well, I'll tell you why. Regard-
less of how much the global eco-
nomic crisis will hurt Americans,
their plight pales in comparison by
many orders of magnitude to the
situation of the global poor, even
before the current crisis arose.
According to the World Bank,
in 2004 nearly 40 percent of the
world’s population, or 2.5 billion
people, had a yearly per capita
consumption that was less than
what $785 would have purchased
in the United States in 1993. An-
other billion live on less than half
of this amount. Of these severely-
impoverished human beings, 18

million die prematurely every year
from poverty-related causes.

This poverty is so extreme
that alleviating it merely to the
point where millions of children
would no longer die from easily-
preventable causes like malaria
and diarrhea, to say nothing of
receiving adequate shelter and
nutrition, would not constitute
any great sacrifice on the part of
wealthy developed countries. And
we should all be giving more, not
less, at a time when this poverty
will only be further exacerbated by
the global economic crisis.

Some will resist this con-
clusion, however, arguing that
however awful this poverty might
be, they do not have any personal
responsibility for alleviating it.

In a well-known essay, the
controversial philosopher Peter
Singer developed an analogy to

rebut those who offer this kind

of rationalization. He invited us
to consider a situation in which

a young child is drowning in a
nearby shallow pond. You are able
to save this child by wading into
the pond and lifting her from the
water, but doing so will ruin the
expensive outfit you are wearing.
Do you save the child?

Of course you do, even if it
means ruining your expensive
outfit. Now consider the situation
in which we all find ourselves
every day. By donating a rela-
tively small amount of money to a
charity like Oxfam— perhaps the
amount it might cost you to buy an
expensive outfit—you could save
the life of a child suffering from
malaria or diarrhea. Certainly the
actual situation is more compli-
cated than Singer’s simple thought
experiment. But are there any mor-

ally relevant differences between
the two?

It doesn’t matter that these
children are strangers to us, or
that they live thousands of miles
away or that they live in poverty
because of a corrupt government.
If we can make a trivial monetary
sacrifice in order to save a life,
morality demands that we do so.

The pain and struggles that
many Americans will face in this
recession are very real and must
be recognized. But this should
only make us more, not less, aware
of our privilege and the horrify-
ing tragedy that global poverty
unleashes daily on billions of our
fellow human beings.

Bill is a senior in Arts & Sciences. He can
be reached via e-mail at forum@studiife.
com.
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Josh Goldman
Senior Sports Editor

After sweeping its annual road trip
in California, the No. 2 Washington
University men’s tennis team returned
home last week and handily defeated
Emporia State University and Grace-
land University to improve to 8-2 on the
season.

“We’re playing really well right
now, but we’re always looking toward
the end of the season, making sure to
get a solid rhythm and experience so
we can be confident when we meet up
with Emory in a few weeks,” said se-
nior Charlie Cutler, one of the team’s
co-captains.

In their first home match of the sea-
son, the Bears took every set last Thurs-
day to beat Emporia State 9-0.

The third-ranked doubles tandem of
seniors Cutler and Chris Hoeland took
first doubles 8-3 while the No. 8 team
of sophomores Isaac Stein and Max
‘Woods won second doubles 8-3. Woods
and senior Nirmal Choradia then swept
third doubles 8-0.

Singles proved no more difficult.
Junior John Watts, the No. 3 singles
player in Division III, swept first singles
6-0, 6-0, No. 12 Cutler won at second
singles 6-0, 6-1 and Woods, junior
Danny Levy, Hoeland and junior Slavi
Fildish won third through sixth singles
in straight sets.

Friday’s match proved more dif-
ficult as the Yellowjackets, the No. 10

school in the NAIA, won three matches
and played close in most of the others.

Cutler and Hoeland took first dou-
bles over Remy Caffardo and Thomas
Brodbeck, the fourth-ranked doubles
team in the NAIA last season, 9-8 (7-
2), and Watts and Choradia took third
doubles 8-2. The Yellowjackets did win
second doubles 8-2, as last season’s No.
19 team of Carlos Cardova and Brett
Waite defeated Stein and Woods.

Watts then outlasted last year’s No.
4 player Caffardo, 1-6, 6-2, 6-2, at first
singles, but No. 37 Waite defeated Cut-
ler, 6-4, 5-7, 10-7, and Cordova beat
Woods, 7-6 (7-4), 6-4.

Stein and Levy breezed through
fourth and fifth singles, winning 6-2,
6-1 and 6-3, 6-2, respectively. Hoeland
needed to rebound after losing the first
set 6-2 to freshman Matthew Waite, but
the senior rebounded with a 6-3, 6-4 fin-
ish to take sixth singles.

“We play Graceland every year,
and it’s always a very tough match. We
were actually looking forward to it for
a while. We know that they’ve been
wanting to beat us for a few years, and I
think this is probably the strongest team
they had, so we were pretty happy with
how we played and how it went,” Cutler
said.

With the win at first doubles, Hoe-
land tied the all-time Wash. U. record
for doubles victories at 90 and will have
ample opportunity to distance himself at
the top of the record book.

“I think it’s a very good career ac-
complishment for him. I think we were

all proud of him. We all appreciate it.
He always comes out there and does his
best,” Watts said.

“It lets us know that we’re playing
well. It lets us know that we can beat
anyone out there,” said Hoeland, who
added that giving the team a 2-1 advan-
tage after doubles was more important
to him than the record.

The Bears play just one match this
weekend, as they will face the 8-6 Grin-
nell College Pioneers Sunday at 1 p.m.
at the Tao Tennis Center. The team then
ends its home stand Wednesday against
Westminster College before facing No.
18 DePauw University and then either
No. 7 Gustavus Adophus College or
No. 9 Kenyon College next weekend in
Greencastle, Ind. The matches in Indi-
ana will prove a good test in the road to-
ward a second national championship.

“Our main goal is repeat. There’s
maybe a little more pressure on us now
that basketball won again, but it shows
that you can win two championships ina
row. [But] you have to work really hard
atit...We’re going to try to improve our
conditioning, our focus. Our goal is still
improving from last year, and hopefully
we will see it pay off down the road,”
Watts said.

While the team won the national
championship last season, defeating
Emory to take the UAA title is still on
everyone’s minds.

“No one has won conference be-
sides them in like 20 years or so...
We’re always looking to take them
down,” Hoeland said.

sporisbriefs

Japan repeats at WBC

Team Japan successfully defended the World Baseball Classic title with a 5-3 win in
extra winnings over archrival South Korea on Monday night. With runners at second
and third in the top of the 10th inning, Ichiro Suzuki hit a two run single to give Japan
the lead after pitcher Yu Darvish blew the save in the ninth inning. After a poor start
to the WBC, Suzuki went 4-6 in the final game. While starter Hisashi Iwakuma went
72 innings and allowed just two runs, Boston Red Sox starter Daisuke Matsuzaka was
named MVP of the tournament after finishing with a 3-0 record and a 2.45 ERA. Japan
has won the first two Classics and will look to repeat in 2012. (Josh Goldman)

Favorites survive opening rounds

Despite a few early upsets to begin the 2009 Division I NCAA Basketball
Tournament, all four of the one, two and three seeds have reached the Final 16
of the tournament, which resumes Thursday. The Big East leads all conferences
with five teams left in the tournament, followed by the Big 12 (3) and the ACC and
Big 10 (2). Should the University of Connecticut, the University of Louisville, the
University of Pittsburgh and the University of North Carolina win their next two
games, it will mark the second straight season in which all top seeds won their

regions. (Josh Goldman)

NFL made safer

In an unprecedented move Tuesday, NFL owners passed four safety proposals
on Tuesday to increase the safety of football. Beginning next season, the “wedge”
will be made illegal if more than two players bunch together to block on a kickoff
return, the spacing of players on onside kicks will be increased, blindside blocks
to the side will now become a personal foul and forearm and shoulder hits against
receivers will become personal fouls if the receiver is deemed “defenseless.” (Josh

Goldman)

Sports Editor / Josh Goldman / sports@studlife.com
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Bears breeze past Emporia, out hit Graceland

T s
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Senior Chris Hoeland won his record-tying 90th career doubles victory against Graceland University on March 20.

oftball streak snapped

Johann Qua Hiansen
Sports Reporter

Fresh off of its sixth consecu-
tive UAA championship, the No.
10 Washington University softball
team returned to Missouri with
more on-field success. A five-game
winning streak that began with
a shutout pitched by sophomore
Claire Voris against No. 7 Emory
University on March 14 ended on
a sour note thought, as Cornell
College defeated Wash. U. 4-2 on
Sunday.

In their first game back in the
state of Missouri, the Bears de-
feated Westminster College 2-0.
Two errors and a walk prevented
Voris from tossing her second per-
fect game of the season, but she
improved to 7-2 on the season with
the no-hitter.

Junior Megan Fieser scored the
winning run while anchoring the
offense with a 3-3 performance.
Voris’ performance earned her Di-
vision III Midwest Region Player
of the Week honors.

The Red and Green then took to
the Wash. U. softball field for the
first time this season and added
to their successes with a sweep of
Saturday’s games. Voris recorded
the 4-1 win against Coe College,
as the Bears scored three runs in
the second inning. Junior Ashton
Hitchcock started the hit fest with
a double, followed by a RBI single
by senior Lindsay Cavarra to make
the score 1-0. Freshmen Corissa
Santos then reached on a fielder’s
choice, and after advancing from
first to third on a wild pitch and
passing the ball, she scored on a
RBI single by Voris. A double by
junior Caitlyn Hoffman scored Vo-
ris and staked the Bears out to a 3-1
lead.

Freshman Olivia Cook picked
up her third collegiate win later in
the day against the University of
Dubuque. With Dubuque threaten-
ing with two runners on base in the
top of the fifth and the Bears up
two, Cook got herself out of a jam
by getting the final ground out. Her

teammates sealed the win with solid
defensive play despite a Dubuque
homer in the top of the sixth.

“The most important thing is the
team is staying relaxed and com-
fortable...creating a fluid atmo-
sphere that’s allowing us to excel
and shut other teams down,” Fieser
said.

On Sunday, Wash. U. capital-
ized on two errors to beat Simpson
College 3-2. Down by one with two
runners on and with two outs in
the top of the sixth inning, Fieser
stepped to the plate. She singled to
right field, scoring Hoffman and
Santos for the win. Voris recorded
the win and improved to 9-2 on the
season.

Cook had a rough time in the
team’s second game on Sunday,
surrendering four hits and three
runs in just 1.2 innings of work

against Cornell College. All three
runs came via a long fly by sopho-
more Simone Wright.

“They go through growing
pains,” Head Coach Leticia Pine-
da-Boutté said. “[Catcher] Lind-
say Cavarra will be instrumental
in grooming these young pitchers
along.”

The Red and Green were unable
to erase the deficit but were not
shut out, as Fieser scored off a wild

pitch in the third inning. Another
homer in the sixth off Voris assured
Cornell’s victory as the Bears were
held to four hits the entire game.

After the UAA tournament, the
Bears saw six players receive UAA
honors.

Tournament Most  Valuable
Player Voris was joined by Cavarra,
Fieser, Hitchcock, junior Carter
Malouf and Santos on the All-UAA
Tournament team. Each of the Red
and Green on the All-Tournament
Team hit .400 or better during UAA
play, highlighted by Fieser’s .500
batting average.

“Claire is very mature for her
age,” Pineda-Boutté said. “She has
definitely progressed rapidly and is
a dominant pitcher. That’s not the
last you’ll hear from her in terms of
no-hitters or perfect games.”

Wash. U. hosts a tough tourna-

SAM GUZIK | STUDENT LIFE
Sophomore Claire Voris records the 3-2 victory over Simpson College on
March 28. Voris is 9-2 on the season.

ment this weekend, facing No. 5
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
at 10 a.m. and No. 21 Illinois Wes-
leyan University at noon on Satur-
day. The Red and Green conclude
against No. 14 Ohio Northern Uni-
versity at noon and a rematch with
Eau Claire at 4 p.m. on Sunday.

“Rankings don’t mean much,”
Pineda-Boutté said. “We just need
to play our game. We can control
our attitude and effort.”
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Grace/Wastelands

REVIEW

Pete Doherty

Steve Hardy
Music Editor

There’s a really memorable
moment at the climax of the pen-
ultimate track “New Love Grows
on Trees” when, amidst a swelling
crescendo, a fuzzy guitar drops
a fat chord, bearing with it the
anticipation that here, at last, here
is the Libertines’ (or at least the
Babyshambles’) punk-twinged
rock we’ve come to expect from
Pete Doherty. Yet this moment of
distortion exists only to dissipate
back into the acoustic-led mini-
malism which dominates “Grace/
Wastelands.” It seems that Doherty
is finally learning some restraint.

The infamous British bard,
known at least as much for his drug
abuses and liaisons with Kate Moss
(at her most cocaine-addled) as for
his prodigious musical talent, has
always been something of a frustra-
tion to his fans, since his tabloid
coverage eclipses his musical
endeavors. Too many “fans” flock
to Doherty not for his adept fusion
of Britpop and punk (think The
Clash covering Oasis), but because,

what with his poetic nihilism, he
just looks like the kind of guy who
would be a great musician. He may
live up to our expectations of him
yet, if he lives.

Thankfully, Doherty is making a
positive contribution to his reputa-
tion on “Grace/Wastelands,” his
first solo effort. Unlike his previous
work fronting The Libertines
and Babyshambles, the tracks of
his new album are dominated by

to be relegated to a life of nursing
homes and staring vacantly into a
TV guide is chilling. The imagery
of London children wading through
rubble in an anonymous war is
similarly haunting and particularly
resonant. If it’s massively depress-
ing, you can at least take solace

in the fact that it’s masterfully
rendered.

acoustic guitar. This does not,
however, translate to simple. The
music is surprisingly nuanced and
layered, as Doherty subtly comple-
ments his vocals and acoustic with
lingering traces of electric guitar,
violins, synthesizer, piano and
accordion, and there is more to ap-
preciate on each listen.

Lyrically, Doherty is still de-
pressed and jaded, but at least he is
generally clever about it. For every

PETER DOHERTY
Griea finstelanels

“I am the Rain,” there are several
instances of truly sharp wordsmith-
ery. He’s no Bob Dylan yet, but
Doherty is closer to the top than he
was before this album was released.
The track “1939 Returning” (an
original, not a Crocketts’ cover) is a
case in point. The elegy for an aged
Brit displaced during World War I1

1.0, 0.0 A1

tracks
1939 Retuming A Little Death
Around the Eyes,"'Salome”

REVIEW

Hazards of Love
The Decemberists

Hannah Schwartz
Cadenza Reporter

Ever since the advent of iTunes and
even CDs, the way the public listens to
music has completely changed. We not
only pick and choose which tracks we
want to listen to, we don’t even have to
own the entire album to do so. The De-
cemberist’s newest album, “Hazards of
Love,” however, challenges this trend.
Frontman Colin Meloy, fascinated and
influenced by the British folk revival of
the 1960s, was inspired by folk singer
Anne Briggs’ 1966 EP titled “The
Hazards of Love” when he found there
was no title track and set out to make
his own. However, Meloy took the title
and ran with it, starting out by attempt-
ing to create a musical and ending up
with an epic 17-track concept album
that is an “amalgam of motifs from
folk songs, an experiment of weaving
them together into a narrative,” as he
explained to Paste magazine.

The Decemberists have always
been known for their whimsical and
narrative lyrics set to indie folk music,
and the fact that this whole album is
one long, convoluted story is not what
sets it apart from previous albums:

It’s the combination of metal, electric
rock 'n’roll, blues and progressive folk
that comes as a shock. The narrative
itself is confusing: Meloy voices the
part of William, a shape-shifting forest
dweller who is in love with Margaret
(voiced by Becky Stark of Lavender
Diamond), who is pregnant and ban-
ished. William’s mother, Queen of the
Forest (Shara Worden of My Brightest
Diamond) disapproves and tries to
interfere, as does a dastardly rake (also,
confusingly, voiced by Meloy). The
story culminates, fittingly, in William
and Margaret atop a sinking ship, tak-
ing solace in their joint doom.

The Decemberists truly push the
boundaries of genre here and enter
new territory, signaling their growth
from previous albums that stayed
on the merely whimsical, fun side
of indie-folk rock. Tracks like “The
Hazards of Love 1 (The Prettiest

Whistles Won’t Wrestle the Thistles
Undone),” “The Hazards of Love 2
(Wager All),” “Annan Water” and “The
Rake’s Song” stay true to the formula
the group has perfected in previous
albums without sounding tired, while
“Won’t Want for Love (Margaret in
the Taiga)”” and “The Wanting Comes
in Waves/Repaid” enter spectacular
new territory. The blues riffs in “Won’t
‘Want for Love” completely took me by
surprise, but their pairing with Stark’s
melodic voice is nothing short of bril-
liant. Worden and Meloy’s dynamic
character struggle on “The Wanting
Comes in Waves/Repaid™ is set off
perfectly to blistering classic-rock riffs
that complement other metal-inspired
tracks like “The Queen’s Rebuke/ The
Crossing” and “A Bower Scene.”
However, the slower, more roman-
tic songs like “The Hazards of Love 4
(The Drowned)” and “Isn’t It a Lovely
Night?” seem to cover the same old ter-
ritory as usual, making the long album
seem tedious; the album is already one
very long song, and some of the tracks
seem to blend together and are easily
forgotten. The story itself is hard to
follow without intense listening, and
by the end of the album one is almost
exhausted trying to follow it—although
I have to wonder if that exhaustion
stems from the shuffle culture I am a
part of. This album is meant to be truly
listened to, studied and analyzed. It is a
bold venture into new, unexpected ter-

ritory for The Decemberists that never
sacrifices—in fact, it complements—
their sound or their essence as a band.
I don’t know how often I will listen to
the entire album as a whole, but I can
say that if a few of the tracks come up
on shuffle, I’ll gladly let them play.

10,0 8. OX¢

fans
Neutral Milk Hotel, The Shins

tracks
“Won'tWant for Love (Marga-
ret in the Taiga), " The Wanting
Comes inWaves/ Repaid” and
“The Hazards of Love I

Cadenza Editor / Cecilia Razak / cadenza@studlife.com
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Connor Graham
Cadenza Reporter

You’ve probably never heard of
“World of Goo,” a downloadable
game for PC/Mac/Linux and Wii. Un-
like many video games of the past few
years, “World of Goo” didn’t have a
multimillion-dollar budget, and there
were no Super Bowl ads. For that mat-
ter, it didn’t even have three people on
its development team: 2D Boy, the in-
dependent developer behind “World of
Goo,” consists of just two people.

Despite the $20 price tag ($15 on
Wii) “World of Goo” is, in my per-
sonal opinion, one of the most creative,
imaginative, innovative and enjoyable
games in years. The simple concept (us-
ing a limited number of balls of goo to
create a structure that reaches the end
of a level) is easy to grasp the first time
you play, and by adding new variations
to the basic theme, the game maintains a
gradual difficulty curve without getting
so difficult that it’s frustrating or so easy
that it’s no longer rewarding. There are
about seven hours’ worth of play (which
is more than can be said for even some
$60 retail games), and from the moment
you start Chapter 1, you won’t want
to stop until you’ve completed all four
chapters and the epilogue.

“World of Goo” exudes style. The
idea of sentient goo balls as building
blocks for massive, complex struc-

REVIEW

World of Goo

Wo

ot

tures is strange enough as it is, but it’s
further complemented by a decidedly
Dr. Seuss- and Tim Burton-inspired
art design and a catchy soundtrack
overflowing with personality. In ad-
dition, the game features a story line
that, though seemingly strange and su-
perfluous, adds charming character and
humor (including some serious internet
sub-culture meta-humor that my fellow
nerds will appreciate). Nothing else I've
played has so effectively touched on
themes like industrialization, personal
beauty, maintaining individuality in an
increasingly technological society and
that fart noise you can make with bal-
loons. In fact, “World of Goo” is almost
as fun to watch as it is to play. Last time
I set it up in a common area, we ended
up with one person playing and four
others watching intently for hours.

Ultimately, “World of

“Candlestick Park”
premieres Thursday

Winner of the 2008 A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Compe-
tition, “Candlestick Park’” will take the stage this week-
end.Written by 2008 graduate Elizabeth Birkenmeier,
the play tells the story of Sam, a lonely man whose
reluctant friendship with his blind neighbor opens his
mind and heart to new perspectives.“Candlestick Park”
premieres this Thursday, March 26 at 8 p.m. in the A.E.
Hotchner Theatre and will run until Sunday.

See Friday’s issue for a full review of the play.
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Goo” is an absolutely stupendous
game, more than worth the cost of en-
try. Wii owners can pick it up for $15
in the WiiWare section of the Wii Shop
Channel. (You’ll need to have your Wii
connected to the Internet. If you’re us-
ing ResTech, you need to use the USB
LAN Adapter and connect it via an eth-
ernet cable, as ResTech’s Wi—Fi is not
compatible with the Wii.) If you prefer
to play with a mouse, the game is avail-
able for download for $20 either from
www.2Dboy.com (Windows, Mac, and
Linux) or Valve’s online Steam store,
and also features online leaderboards
for each level. At the very least, check
out the free “World of Goo” demo,
from the Web site above. This is a game
which proves that you need not choose
between style and substance and that
even an indie game at a budget price
can ooze both.

~

Location: AE Hotchner
Studio Theatre, in the
Mallinckrodt Student Center

Times: March 26,27 and
28 at 8 pm.

Ticket Price : $15 General

Admissions, $10 with

University ID

Crossword

ACROSS
1 “The _ " TV

2 3

13

series for Mr. T
6 Schnozz

10 Margins
14 Crown

15 Make smooth
16 Solo number
17 Goose’s reply?
18 Ship’s ramp
20 After expenses

21 Virginia __
23 Indie label

Meenie

24 Suds
25 Unoy dos

27 Word with penny
or video

30 Melt

31 Deciduous tree

34 Writer Bellow

35 Desist

36 Louis XV or

Louis XVI
37 Begin the

entertainment
41 Sea denizen

42 TV's Green ”
(1965-71)

43 Floundering

44 Giveitago

62 Magazine title

63 Actress Louise

64 Bearded gift-giver

65 Claire & others

66 Landing place

67 ltem that pops up
when it’s brown

24 Island east of

va

" all folks!”

26 Abnormal
redness

27 Thing of value

28 Assessor

J
25 ¢
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45 A followers 6 African nation i
46 Tends the lawn 7 Spoken Solutions
48 Hostile ones 8 Heir, often
49 Long-running 9 School subj.
Broadway play 10 Stethoscope
50 Bitter detections
53 Isn'tincorrectly 11 OPEC member
54 Diminish 12 Thigh-length garb
57 Showing 13 Benefit
affection to 19 Runt
60 Grandparent 22 Oxford width

enough 29 Permed
30 Cone-shaped

DOWN shelter religious image
1 __ advantage;on 31 Obliterate 40 Wooden sticks

top 32 Recluse 46 Sickly looking
2 Utensil part 33 Fabled king 47 Take an oath
3 From Libya to 35 Part of Ms. 48 Unties

Egypt Muffet’s lunch 49 Cuban export
4 Common verb 38 BBQ favorites 50 Play opener
5 Defaced 39 “_ Homo”; 51 First lady’s 1st

52 Ms. Bombeck
53 Francis, for one
54 Author Ferber
55 Enjoys Vegas
56 Unruly kid

58 Engine additive
59 Clock numeral
61 Thakhek native
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weapons at horne and

Hana Schuster
Scene Reporter

In recent years, nuclear weap-
ons have become a hot political
topic, spurring discussions of
worldwide disarmament. In light
of these conversations, Washing-
ton University professor James
Wertsch began a student exchange
program focused on nuclear disar-
mament with Fudan University in
Shanghai, China. As of now, five
Washington University students
have participated.

The idea for this program
grew out of a class Wertsch began
teaching following Sept. 11,
alongside former Washington Uni-
versity professor Jack Knight. In
the fall of 2007, Wertsch focused
on nuclear issues and disarmament
for the first time in his class. From
this course, entitled The Mean-
ing of National Security in the
21st Century, Wertsch recruited
students who were interested in
participating in the exchange
program.

As a visiting professor at Fu-
dan University in China, Wertsch
developed a relationship with
professor Ding Li Shen, director
of the Center of American Studies.
Together, they decided to pilot the
exchange.

According to Wertsch, the goal
of the program is to foster rela-
tionships of trust, rather than to
simply talk about nuclear weapons
issues.

“We want young students to
form bonds that they can use in
the long run to deal with a variety
of issues,” he said. He believes
the first exchange last year was a

“spectacular success.”

Wertsch selected students who
he felt would fare well in tense
situations, as the program involves
discussions of serious, controver-
sial issues among students who
hold different beliefs and values.

Senior Neehar Garg, a former
participant, said, “The most im-
portant thing we did was hearing
other people’s perspectives.”

Despite a few contentious
topics, such as tensions between
Taiwan and China and the ques-
tion of which nation should be the
first to decrease its quantity of
nuclear weapons, Garg said that
some of the biggest disagreements
arose within groups rather than
between them. “We had so many
opportunities to bond with each
other that when it came down to
discussing real issues, we were
pretty comfortable.”

Before their arrival, Wertsch
met with his students frequently
to prepare for the exchange and
assigned them several articles
and books on nuclear security
and nuclear weapons policies. In
May 2008, the Fudan University
students came to Washington
University to meet their Ameri-
can counterparts. The two groups
watched a Cardinals game, went
out for dinner and of course at-
tended several lectures on global
security and nuclear warfare,
organized by Wertsch.

“The first week was kind of
just to build relationships and get
to know each other. We kept in
touch over the summer and then
we went to Shanghai in September
for the last week of the exchange,”
Garg said.

At the end of the first week, the

group split into pairs consisting
of one Chinese and one American
student and were assigned a coun-
try to study. Over the summer,
each group discussed the policies
of their respective countries and
prepared formal presentations that
they would give during the last
week of the exchange in Septem-
ber. The groups presented at a
small conference in Shanghai con-
sisting of the students, Wertsch,
Shen, several partners from the
World Security Institute who were
helping fund the program and
General Pan, a former general of
the People’s Liberation Army of
China.

Junior Christine Orchard, who
will be participating in the pro-
gram this year, said that she is ner-
vous “just because it is such a big
topic [they’ll] be talking about.”
However, she added, “Professor
Wertsch really knows what he’s
doing, so I have confidence in how
the program will go.”

This year the program is struc-
tured differently: The trip to China
is now included in Wertsch’s class;
therefore, before students can
register for the course, Wertsch
will interview them to determine
whether they will be able to han-
dle its demands. The coursework
directly relates to what Wertsch
hopes the students will accomplish
through the exchange.

“So far, we are mostly dealing
with theoretical readings,” Or-
chard said. “In the end, I hope to
come away with a better under-
standing of how other people think
about these issues.”

“There is no other class like
this in the United States today,
with coursework and on-site diplo-
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Wash. U. students tackle nuclear
overseas
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Washington University and Fudan University participants tour Shanghai in their spare time during the conference.

macy,” Wertsch said.

He hopes to expand the pro-
gram so that more students may
benefit from this important op-
portunity. “Ideally, we are creating
a network of students at Fudan and
Washington University who could
stay in touch with each other and
really do something about these
issues, or other issues, 20 years
down the line,” Wertsch said.

The United States and Russia
currently hold 96 percent of the
world’s nuclear weapons. The U.S.

owns somewhere between 2,000
and 10,000 while China holds a
mere 200. Wertsch argued that as
long as the United States has such
a huge supply, other nations will
not listen to America’s requests to
disarm. “I think people are starting
to realize that [disarmament] is in
our own best interest,” Wertsch
said. “For that reason, it is more
realistic now than we’ve ever seen
before.”

After taking the class and
preparing for the meeting with

Fudan students, Orchard agrees
that the United Sates and Russia
need to take the lead. “I’m still in
the process of figuring out what I
think about all of this,” she said,
“but this is definitely something
that we, the people in this class,
are going to have to deal with in
the future.”

Orchard believes that, espe-
cially with the recent change in
administration, disarmament is a
realistic goal: “I have hope for the
future.”

Discovering campus, one
hidden object at a time

Agnes Trenche
Scene Reporter

Most Washington University
students grew up watching Indiana
Jones in his treasure-seeking
adventures, and they keep this
childhood fascination deep in their
minds. Living in a place full of
large, castle-like buildings and an
excess of nooks and crannies, is it
unnatural, then, that some people
have taken up the task of giving
our campus an Indiana Jones-esque
treasure hunting twist?

For the past year, the Wash. U.
Treasure Hunt has been a phenom-
enon that has turned the University
into a playground—a very large,
old and populated playground —for
those wanting a dose of riddles, ex-
ploration and healthy competition.

The premise is simple. An
object is hidden somewhere on
campus, and those who wish to
participate join the hunt’s Facebook
group and are messaged the first
clue to finding it. One clue leads to
another and the person—or more
often, the team —that finds the
object first is declared the winner.
Winners are then entitled to design
the clues and locations for the next
hunt, and the process begins anew.

“One of the really cool things
about our treasure hunt in particu-
lar is that it is self-perpetuating,”
senior Laura Castanon said.
“People like making their own
hunt almost as much as they enjoy
hunting.”

Started as a Geocache challenge
among friends, founders Rick An-
drews, Laura Castanon and Jesse
Markowitz eventually did away
with the GPS use but kept some of
the rules of the predecessor: Clues
and objects cannot be hidden in
dangerous or illegal locations, nor
can they be hidden in private prop-
erty. These limits seem not to deter
people’s interest, as the almost 170
members of Wash. U.’s Treasure
Hunt Facebook group can verify.

“I was surprised when I saw
how many people were joining
the Facebook group, but I guess
it makes sense,” Castanon said.
“Treasure hunting is fun, and not
just because of “National Trea-
sure.” Sometimes we forget to
make time for ourselves to play,
and this is a way of getting back to
that,” she concluded.

AL Wash U Treasure Hunting
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Students are sent clues for the treasure hunt through the Facebook group.

For senior Rick Andrews, the
appeal of the treasure hunt seems
to lie in how it dares participants to
be as original as possible, and those
who design the hunts have certainly
risen to the challenge.

“We wanted to make the first
part of [our hunt] easy so people
wouldn’t leave,” said freshman and
recent hunt designer Jed Jackoway.

“After the first couple of clues
we gave a poem with verses that
ended in symbols,” he said. The
cryptographic clue led either to the
treasure or a dead end, depending
on whether players followed the
symbols of verses that thymed or
did not rhyme.

The hunts have certainly taken
puzzle solving to a variety of lev-
els, some of them even requiring
research into St. Louis and Wash.

U. history. Riddles, posters for fake
campus activities, MySpace pages
and Gmail accounts all have been
used by hunters as they jump from
clue to clue, trying to find the cov-
eted rubber goldfish, plastic mice
or other random objects that entitle
them to try their hands at creating
their own hunts.

Not lacking are instances in
which participants must put a little
pride on the line for the sake of
treasure. In one of the hunts, play-
ers had to ask a specific Bear Mart
employee for lobster, while another
memorable clue read “tea Sathya”
and required participants to track
down senior Sathya Sridharan and
give him a cup of hot tea in order
to advance. “The clue could also
unscramble to ‘eat Sathya,”” com-
mented Castanon, “so there were

interesting interpretations.”

Castanon is confident that the
hunt’s format will keep it going
even after its founders are gone.
As she explained, “Rick and I
are graduating at the end of this
year, but it appears that Wash. U.
treasure hunting has taken on a
life of its own. We’re unnecessary,
except as participants, and that’s
awesome.”

Recalling the lofty places where
Lara Croft, Indy and other famed
adventurers performed their most
intriguing research and unraveled
deep dark secrets, it seems natural
that Wash. U. students should look
away from their textbooks every
once in a while and look around:
The campus can be an explorer’s
dream, if viewed through the
proper lens.

Rvmance 101

‘Hey, I'm interested’

Sara Remedios
Romance Columnist

It was suggested to me recently
that many students on campus,
particularly those who are young,
innocent and single, might benefit
from a focused list of signs to look
for when feeling out a potential
relationship—basically, a Wash.
U. version of “He’s Just Not That
Into You.” I’ve thought a lot about
it and what I’ve come up with is
this: no.

If I were to write that list, it
would inevitably be completely
and utterly useless 90 percent of
the time. Why? Because only you
can constantly analyze what’s go-
ing on and read the signs someone
is (or is not) sending you. Dating,
like life, is not black-and-white,
and cannot be reduced to a list.

It’s all well and good for me to
say that “only making vague plans
is the same as making no plans”
and “not calling when he says he
will is bad,” but some people are
vague about their plans. Some
people wait for you to push things
past vague to concrete. Some
people lose their phones.

More importantly, I can say,
“He’s just not that into you, move
on,” but honestly, sometimes the
signals you’re getting are com-
pletely reactionary. Sometimes
when someone seems like he or
she’s just not that into you, it’s
because you seem like you are just
not that into him or her.

So, instead of a list of signs to
look for, what I’'m going to give
you, and what I think is far more
useful, is a list of signs you can
send to show your interest. I can-
not analyze your life for you, but I
can help you control the impres-
sion you make.

First and above all else, smile. I
know, it’s simple, it’s obvious, but
it also works. Seeming like you’re
really happy to see someone or
interested in what he or she has
to say says a whole lot more than
“Hi, how are you?” A genuine
smile sets the tone of your interac-
tion, and even if it just says, “I'm
a happy, friendly person,” being
seen as a happy, friendly person
by someone you’re interested in is
never a bad thing.

Second, make eye contact.
Confidence is attractive, and the
ability to make eye contact also re-
inforces the “I’m a happy, friendly
person” and “I'm really interested

in what you’re saying” vibes that
the smile initiates.

Third, proximity is a good
thing, but don’t overdo it. If you’re
at the same party, drop in now and
then, but don’t be a stalker. Talk
to your friends and catch him at
the bar; dance with someone else
and then go back to her. If you are
friends looking to be something
more, make your appearances
more frequent and work out some
more alone time in which to feel
out the situation to see if the pos-
sibility of more exists.

Fourth, don’t talk about other
possibilities while around that
person. You might want her to see
you as someone other people find
attractive, but she might end up
thinking, “Oh, he’s interested in
other people, I probably don’t have
a chance.”

Fifth, focus. One of the
clearest signs you can send that
you’re interested in someone is
making them a priority. Again,
creepy stalker priority is a no-go,
so don’t cancel weeks’ worth of
plans or show up everywhere the
person is going to be, but be clear
that you’re interested in mak-
ing one-on-one plans. Invite her
to a bar. Invite him to a movie.
When you’re in a group, beyond
just keeping in proximity, keep
interested. Engage with others,
but engage him/her with you, so
you stay primarily in the same
conversation.

Last but not least: Say so!
Sending signs is great, but ul-
timately, the only way to really
make your intentions known is to
say so. Don’t be overly aggressive,
give them a graceful out if they
want it and don’t hold it against
them if they don’t reciprocate.
But still, you should go for it. The
worst anyone can say is “no,” and
while “yes” would be better, at
least then you know not to waste
your time.
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