
WUDT presents tradition, 
diversity in annual showcase
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Exhilarated, dismayed or confused by an 
article? Check out the lively discussion, and 
add yourself to it on the StudLife Web site.

www.studlife.com

The Washington University admin-
istration announced that tuition will 
likely increase for the 2009-2010 aca-
demic year, at its annual tuition forum 
held on Wednesday, Nov. 3.

A specifi c fi gure for the school’s tu-
ition cost has yet to be determined.

“The decision hasn’t been made. We 
are still in discussion with the board of 
trustees. I will say that the tuition will 
not be lower,” Chancellor Mark Wrigh-
ton said at the forum.

Every year the University’s board of 
trustees sets the tuition level and deter-
mines how much money to allocate to 
the University to complete its projects 
and goals.

“Sadly, there are more projects than 
we have capital [for],” Wrighton said.

The recent economic crisis has re-
duced the University’s endowment by 
25 percent in comparison to the previ-
ous year’s value. At the end of fi scal 
year 2007, the endowment valued 5.66 
billion dollars; an exact value for fi scal 
year 2008 has not yet been made pub-
lic.

Junior Jesse Atencio, who attended 
the forum, said that he is not surprised 
by the likelihood of a tuition increase.

“The cost of education has been go-
ing up each year anyways. Wash. U. is 
most likely better off than most places,” 
Atencio said.

Vice Chancellor for Students Justin 
Carroll said this decline in capital has 

forced the University to slow construc-
tion on the South 40. No decision has 
been made as to exactly where the Uni-
versity would change its plans, but Car-
roll hopes to have minimal disruption in 
the building projects.

“We will try and do most of what we 
set out to do,” he said.

The University endowment consists 
of gifts from donors or alumni and re-
turns on University investments. These 
investments consist of capital in the 
stock market, domestic and internation-
al investments, bonds, venture capital 
and hedge funds.

The purpose of the endowment is to 

provide spendable income that grows in 
value with the increasing infl ation. The 
endowment is broken into thousands 
of accounts. There are numerous indi-
vidual accounts for medicine, fi nancial 
aid and professorships, along with other 
expenses that are required for the Uni-
versity needs each year. These accounts 
are expected to provide gradual returns.

Despite the decline in capital, Direc-
tor of Student Financial Services Bill 
Witbrodt said that the University would 
continue to meet the fi nancial needs of 
its students. He added that despite the 

Admins break down costs
Ishtiaque Toufi que
Contributing Reporter

Chancellor Mark Wrighton, Chief Financial Offi cer Barb Feiner and 
Director of Student Financial Services Bill Witbrodt discussed the details of 
how tuition is spent and addressed student concerns at the annual tuition 
forum on Tuesday, Dec. 2 in the Danforth University Center.
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See TUITION, page 2
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Students, visitors and supporters gather around the American Patriotic installation in the Danforth University Center on Wednesday, Dec. 3. The installation, 
funded by the Art School Council Installation Grant, addressed violence in the media and its effect on society, especially college students. MFA candidate 
Emily Moorhead worked with student affairs, campus police and facilities in this endeavor to activate the main campus with contemporary art practices.

AMERICAN PATRIOTIC INSTALLATION

After preparing student groups 
for a budgeting change with an in-
formation session Monday night, 
Student Union postponed plans 
to vote on executive committee 
restructuring during the Treasury 
meeting on Tuesday.

In an e-mail sent out to execu-
tive committee members, Student 
Union (SU) Vice President of Ad-
ministration junior Jeff Nelson 
stated that he wanted to ensure 
that every Treasury member felt 
comfortable with the pace of pro-
gression and to that end, decided 
not to hold a vote at the meeting.

Nelson said that many of the 
executive committees do not un-
derstand the proposed plan. 

“I think the biggest issue is a 
lack of understanding of what is 
actually being proposed,” Nelson 
said after the meeting.

Junior Dylan Suher, general 
manager of KWUR, an executive 
committee, was pleased to see SU 
take more time with the proposal.

“Student Union did the right 
thing to take time and really think 
about this,” he said. “Overall, 
there needs to be more, not just 
transparency, but collaboration 
on these type of things. Looking 

forward, that’s what we hope to 
see.”

One of the reasons for the post-
ponement was that the proposal 
raised a wide range of issues that 
Treasury members wanted to ad-
dress; some members discussed 
the pros and cons of charging 
students to rent equipment while 
others discussed the makeup of 
the Equipment Board.

In order to remedy that prob-
lem, SU Treasury Adviser Julie 
Thornton suggested making a 
concentrated effort to continue 
the discussion and work through 
the problems.

“One thing [that] I think is 
lacking is a true committee to do 
this. Let’s have a small group talk 
about this rather than just have 
Jeff do it or just have a couple 
people from Treasury work on it,” 
Thornton said.

According to Nelson, SU hopes 
to continue to move forward with 
the proposal throughout the next 
month or so.

“The plan is to continue to 
work over this over winter break 
and to get a small group of repre-
sentatives from Senate, Treasury, 
Executive, the groups themselves 
and whoever wants to come to 
say, ‘What are the problems with 
this, and what are the solutions,’” 
he said.

Nelson said he hopes members 

will be able to come back in Janu-
ary ready to pass the proposal.

Treasury representatives ex-
pect passing the proposal to be a 
long process. The proposal con-
tains statute changes that require 
a two-thirds majority vote by both 
the Senate and Treasury. The pro-
posal also requires a constitution-
al amendment that would have to 
pass through both bodies before it 
comes to the entire SU body in a 
referendum vote.

SU is hoping this issue will  
be on the March ballot during the 
same time as elections for SU rep-
resentatives and executives. This 
would allow time for a transition 
period before the next budget pro-
cess.

In order for this to happen, 
SU must approve the proposal by 
mid-February.

“A lot’s got to happen in a 
short period of time,” Thornton 
said.

But even Suher, who has criti-
cized the proposal, believed that 
the timeline is possible to main-
tain.

“I think it was clear that we 
weren’t way far apart and that 
there was middle ground that can 
be achieved,” he said. “I don’t see 
any reason it shouldn’t be on the 
ballot and approved in March.”

SU postpones executive 
committee restructuring
Alan Liu
Contributing Reporter

Washington University Dance The-
atre will present “Common Ground” 
this weekend for its annual showcase of 
works choreographed by professionals 
and students.

Since September, students, faulty 
and other members of the community 
have put in long hours to choreograph 
the performance. According to Alicia 
Graf, market coordinator for the Per-
forming Arts Department (PAD), the 
audition process was highly competi-
tive.

“More than 100 students auditioned 
at the beginning of the semester and 
only several dozen made the cut,” Graf 
noted.

The PAD named the showcase after 
the fi nal work, in which audience mem-
bers will be invited to stand and join the 
stage to participate with the dancers.

 “We blur the boundary between 
those who watch and those who dance,” 
David Merchant, senior lecturer in 
dance and choreographer of “Com-
mon Ground,” said. “In the end, we all 
come together, to dance on ‘common 
ground.’” 

This year, dancers will perform two 
distinguished works set by visiting art-
ists James Jordan and Liz Lerman. Jor-
dan is ballet master for the Kansas City 
Ballet and restaged Anthony Tudor’s 
classic modern ballet “Dark Elegies.” 
Lerman is the artistic director for the 
Liz Lerman Dance Exchange, and the 
parent of a University student.

Lerman staged “Still Crossing,” a 

work that originally premiered at the 
centennial celebration for the Statue of 
Liberty.

“[‘Still Crossing’] addresses the im-
migrant experience through community 
art dance,” Merchant said. “It not only 
casts Wash. U. student dancers, but also 
30 members of the University and St. 
Louis community.”

Cecil Slaughter, senior lecturer in 
dance and director of Washington Uni-
versity Dance Theatre points out that 
“Dark Elegies” and “Still Crossing” 
mark very important occasions: The 
former celebrates the 100th anniversary 
of Tudor’s birth, while the latter, the 
Statue of Liberty.

Slaughter also noted that both works 
revolve around the idea of strong com-
munity. 

“That sense of community extends 

to works choreographed by the PAD 
dance faculty,” he said.

Other works in the showcase in-
clude “Manic Music II,” choreographed 
by Associate Professor and Coordinator 
of the Dance Program Mary-Jean Cow-
ell; “Falling Petals,” choreographed by 
PAD post-doctoral fellow Ting-Ting 
Chang; “Ganesha Sharanam,” cho-
reographed by adjunct professor Asha 
Prem; “Overdrive,” choreographed 
by Slaughter; and “Passion,” choreo-
graphed by adjunct lecturer in dance 
Keith Tyrone Williams.

Merchant said he is especially excit-
ed about the show’s display of diverse 
performers and choreographers.

“There are dances from different 
artistic genres and different cultures,” 

False fi re alarms 
still going off 
around campus

Brittany Farb
Staff Reporter

The oven on the fi rst fl oor kitchen 
of Shepley House set off another 
false fi re alarm in the South 40 dorm 
on Wednesday morning. 

“Someone was baking a pie, and 
it set off the detector,” a maintenance 
staff member who arrived in response 
to the alarm said.

The same situation had already 
occurred several times this semester. 
A fi re alarm was set off accidentally 
due to the use of the oven in this 
kitchen earlier in the semester. In 
most instances, the false alarms went 
off in the morning, except once when 
it happened late at night, waking up 
residents in the dorm.

Sophomore Dowoo Kim, who 
lives in Shepley, said that the false 
fi re alarms occurred about once a 
week during the beginning of the 
semester. She said that the fi rst fl oor 
kitchen, which has the only oven in 
the building, was closed for a month 
starting in mid-October.

“I think there is a problem with 
our building, because when I lived 
in Beaumont last year this was not a 
problem, even though Beaumont has 
a lower quality kitchen,” Kim said.

Washington University Emer-
gency Coordinator Mark Bagby at-
tributes the cause of the false fi re 
alarms to the burning of food scraps 
that hadn’t been cleaned up on the 
stoves when the next person used 
them.

“They are electric stoves,” he 
said. “Food gets on there. Somebody 
uses it, the food burns; it sets off the 
fi re alarm.”

According to Bagby, the Wash-
ington University Police Depart-
ment is in charge of all fi re alarms 
on campus. There is a dispatcher on 
duty there 24 hours a day who, in the 
event of a fi re on the South 40, would 
contact the Clayton Fire Department, 
and send a police offi cer and facilities 
staff member to inspect the incident.

On Oct. 1, University staff failed 
to act quickly enough to identify a 
false alarm when a fi re alarm was set 
off in Seigle Hall due to dust from 

construction work inside the build-
ing.

The fi re alarm continued to sound 
as fi remen were initially unable to 
unlock the master fi re alarm panel 
to turn it off because one of the oc-
cupants of the building had changed 
the lock.

Bagby asserted, however, that 
there is no chance of fi remen not hav-
ing access to the building in case of 
an actual fi re.

“There is a Knox Box that has 
cards and keys [to everywhere on 
campus], and only the fi re depart-
ment has access to it,” he said.

Bagby also said that some of the 
past false alarms were really fi re 
drills.

“We are required to do four fi re 
drills per year by the fi re code. One is 
carried out within the fi rst 10 days of 
school, one in spring, one in summer 
and one false alarm is counted with 
the code.”

According to Bagby, the drills 
proceed smoothly with no trouble 
for the most part, except for the oc-
casional complaining resident.

“Especially in the fall, you al-
ways get one or two people who 
were showering. One person who 
had soap and stuff when the drill 
alarm went off,” Bagby said. “We get 
the negative reaction when it’s a false 
alarm.”

 One important fi re hazard that 
has been addressed through the drills 
is the use of doorstops. 

“Doors are also intended as fi re 
stops. It would take two hours for a 
fi re to burn through a door,” Bagby 
said. “When people put doorstops, 
what they’re doing is creating an op-
portunity for the fi re to spread.”

Last fall, 700 doorstops were re-
moved from campus buildings dur-
ing fi re drills. This fall, as a response 
to the lessons learned from last year, 
fewer than 100 were removed.

Bagby is also working on a video 
instructing students as to how to use 
fi re extinguishers and recommends 
that students take the time to learn 
about emergency procedures online 
at either emergency.wustl.edu or ehs.
wustl.edu.

“There are lots of tools out there,” 
he said.See DANCE, page 2

Aycan Nur Sagir
Contributing Reporter
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Cat napped by bird; dog is safe
No matter the patriotism of Houston, Texas’ residents, they were not safe 

from the national bird, the bald eagle. In early September, local resident T.C. 
Nelson took her cat and her Yorkshire terrier, Teddy, outside and into the back-
yard. The cat wandered into a fl ower bed, when out of nowhere a bald eagle 
swooped down and picked up the cat. Feline shrieking, the bird carried its prey 
away. Nelson grabbed Teddy and ran inside.

The disturbed pet owner later claimed that the eagle’s wingspan was about 
six to seven feet. Most of the neighbors suspect that the eagle thought the cat 
was a squirrel, as they have seen this happen before.

Teddy now has a new doghouse with a secure roof. 
Similar bald eagle maulings have not been cited in large numbers around 

Texas. (Michelle Merlin)

 
Imported & Domestic Tobacco

We provide speciality orders 
just for you...from anywhere!

6362 Delmar in The Loop University City, MO 63130
314.721.1483     www.HSBTobacconist.com

Mon-Sat 10-9     Sun 12-6

H.S.B. TobacconistHi-Pointe Auto Service & WashHi-Pointe Auto Service & Wash
Foreign and Domestic 
Auto Repair
Free Shuttle to Campus

“Serving our community honestly  for over 60 years.”

981 S. Skinker at Clayton Rd.

$6Try our ultimate  Tandem Rite 
Touch CAR WASH with “rainx” 

COUPON

Offer expires 12/31/08

Under the big Amoco sign!

for WU Students & Faculty

314-647-5005
Mon-Fri  7:30a - 6:00p
Call Alan for Appointment

regular price $11

Clayton Road at Skinker Blvd 
(next door to Hi-Pointe Theater)

Par Lounge

See our website:   
www.par–lounge.com  
for other specials

FREE WI-FI

GOURMET PIZZA
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

(with student or faculity ID)
with all natural ingredientsDAILY HAPPY HOUR

Quantam of Solace
Continues Friday, December 5
Shown daily Friday-Thursday at 7:00 & 9:20; 

Saturday and Sunday at (2:00, 4:30) and 7:00 & 9:20

Now Showing
    Your Best Neighborhood Theatre Choice

 Less Than a 10 Minute Walk from Campus
 For Showtimes Call 1005 McCausland Ave. 
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LAN party in the Fun Room
4-9 p.m., Danforth University Center, second fl oor
The Washington University Gaming 
Society will be hosting a video game party 
and room dedication in the Fun Room of 
the DUC.  Compete for more than $250 in 
prizes.  Games offered will include Guitar 
Hero, Halo 3 and Super Smash Bros. 
Brawl.  Registration ends at 3:30 p.m., and 
participants can register online at wugs.07x.
net.

Lighting up the Night
7:30-10 p.m. Holmes Lounge
Come play poker, blackjack and other 
casino games for charity at Jewish Student 
Union’s annual pre-Hanukkah bash! Prizes 
will be awarded to some special winners.  
There will be an open bar at 7:30 p.m. for 
those with valid identifi cation.

Canadian parliament takes time to cool tempers
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper put Parliament on a short hiatus until 

Jan. 26 in an attempt to postpone, or perhaps avoid, a vote of no confi dence. Had 
the short recess not been approved, Harper would have been forced to choose be-
tween stepping down and facing the vote.

The controversy started with Harper’s proposed economic plan that did not call 
for any economic stimulus, despite the declining state of Canada’s economy in the 
current worldwide economic crisis. It also recommended cutbacks in public fund-
ing, including the funding of political parties. Harper’s party may be better equipped 
to survive the cut compared to its opposition, the Liberals and New Democrats.

The decision effectively will stop bills from being passed and is the fi rst time 
that it has been put into effect during a political crisis. The move touched on re-
gional tensions and has further divided parties. (Michelle Merlin)

Kenyan prime minister calls for removal of Mugabe
In one of the strongest statements from African leaders regarding Zimbabwe’s cor-

rupt presidential regime, Kenya’s Prime Minister Raila Odinga expressed dissatisfac-
tion with Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe. “It’s time for African governments...to 
push him out of power,” he told a BBC reporter.

This week several people were arrested for running amok in Zimbabwe, citing the 
bank’s inability to pay wages as the reason for the chaos. 

Odinga expressed concern for Zimbabwe’s ability to move forward with a dictator 
who does not want to share power. Odinga feels it is within the power of other African 
leaders to oust Mugabe. If they all opposed him, he would be forced to resign, Odinga 
suggested.

Mugabe was reelected to offi ce last year after a turbulent presidential campaign 
that included the jailing of his opponent and several others. (Michelle Merlin)

TRESPASSING—Dec. 01, 2008, 
11:46 p.m.
Location: OLIN LIBRARY
Summary: Security reports a subject 
who had previously been told he 
cannot be in the library after hours, 
is using a computer.  Computer 
check revealed two active warrants 
from St. Louis City. Disposition:  
Cleared by arrest.

LARCENY—Dec. 02, 2008, 11:23 
a.m.
Location: OLIN LIBRARY 
Summary: Whisper’s cafe em-
ployee reported she had $20 in U.S. 
currency taken from her bag which 
was left unsecured in the backroom 
employee area of the cafe.  Theft 
occurred sometime while she was 
at work on Monday, December 1 
between 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.  Dis-
position:  Pending

AUTO ACCIDENT—Dec. 02, 

2008, 1:27 p.m.
Location: SHEPLEY DRIVE  
Summary: A construction truck had 
started to enter Big Bend from She-
pley, realized he did not have time 
to enter traffi c, and reversed striking 
the student’s unseen vehicle behind 
him.  Disposition: Cleared.

LARCENY—Dec. 02, 2008, 5:05 
p.m.
Location: PARKING LOT No. 10  
Summary: Person(s) unknown 
broke into complainant’s vehicle, 
damaging door, but not stealing 
anything.  Disposition:  Pending.
 
LARCENY—Dec. 02, 2008, 5:59 
p.m.
Location : PARKING LOT No. 50  
Summary:  Person(s) unknown 
broke into complaint’s vehicle and 
rummaged through her things, but 
took nothing.  Disposition:  Pend-
ing.

quoteoftheday
“What I’ve done since I’ve 

been here is reach out beyond 
campus life and Student Ac-
tivities to get stuff done. ”

Study for fi nals
ALL DAY, Olin Library and your dorm room
Grab some snacks, turn on your iPod and hit the 
books for fi nal exams.  Remember not to make 
too much noise when you’re, and check out 
Student Life’s Finals Survival Guide, coming out 
next Wednesday!

Partly Cloudy
High 47

Low 23

weatherforecast
Saturday 6

Julie Thornton, director of student activities 
for the last nine semesters, on leaving 

Wash. U. at the end of this calendar year

Richardson appointed commerce secretary
President-elect Barack Obama announced his appointment of former Democratic 

presidential candidate Bill Richardson as secretary of commerce. Obama said that the 
choice was made due to the New Mexico governor’s competence in business affairs. The 
appointment is seen in part as a reward for Richardson’s early and active endorsement 
of the President-elect. Obama praised Richardson’s “mixture of diplomatic experience, 
hands-on experience as governor, experience in the cabinet, experience in Congress” and 
said that “he is going to be a key strategist on all the issues that we work on.” The com-
merce secretary may take on added responsibility due to the global fi nancial crisis. Rich-
ardson also served as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations and as energy secretary. 

Obama’s administration thus far is shaping up to be diverse, and Richardson’s appoint-
ment is no exception. Richardson is the fi rst Latino Obama has appointed to his cabinet. 
His other choices have included women and African Americans. (Michelle Merlin)

International

Sunny
High 36

Low 24

National

fi nancial crisis, the same number of stu-
dents have requested aid. 

“Up to this point I would say that 
there isn’t a measurable increase in stu-
dents applying for fi nancial aid for the 
fi rst time,” Witbrodt said. “The bill for 
the spring semester has gone out and 
families are having a downturn that may 
make them stop and think that they may 
need to give our offi ce a call.”

Wrighton stressed the need for the 
University to communicate its fi nancial 
aid options to incoming students to as-
sure them that the school can be afford-
able. 

“It’s prudent for us to think about 
proactive efforts to make sure that 
people do know that they can afford 
Washington University,” he said. “One 
of the remarkable things is that there is 
this wide spectrum here of economic 
circumstance.”

Junior Dominic Burns said that he is 
happy that the University will continue 
to operate as it did before.

“It’s nice to see that the University 
isn’t making an abrupt decisions that 
will affect those at the University and 
those students that are applying,” Burns 
said. “This will keep the recruitment of 
incoming students strong.”

TUITION from page 1

he said. “People dancing are young 
students and older adults, people well-
trained in dance and people new to 
dance.”

“Common Ground” will run from 
tonight to Sunday afternoon in Edison 
Theatre. Shows will be at 8 p.m. tonight 

and tomorrow night, and 2 p.m. Sunday 
afternoon. Tickets can be purchased at 
the show, at all MetroTix outlets or by 
calling the Edison Theatre Box Offi ce 
at 935-6543. Ticket prices are $10 for 
University students, faculty, staff and 
seniors and $15 for the general public.

DANCE from page 1Members of Green Action listen as Chancellor Mark Wrighton answers a question they proposed.
SAM GUZIK | STUDENT LIFE

KEVIN WOLF PANGAEA
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High 37

Low 30
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Julie Thornton, who has served 
as director of student activities for 
the past nine semesters, will be 
leaving Washington University at 
the end of this calendar year to 
become associate dean of students 
at Carleton College in Northfield, 
Minn. Senior News Editor Ben 
Sales sat down with Thornton as 
she reflected on her time at the 
University. 

Student Life: What was the 
highlight of your time here?

Julie Thornton: The big thing 
is just how much the students can 
do here, how they come up with an 
idea and it happens: things as huge 
as the VP debate and the presi-
dential debate four years ago, the 
programming that surrounded that 
and all the different things that 
students want to do. Big ideas that 
students have on some campuses, 
they get challenged. Here, what’s 
neat is that we rarely say no. We 
say, “Okay, how can we make that 
happen?”

SL: Some people call this an 
apathetic campus. How do you ap-
proach that attitude?

JT: It’s easy to point fingers at 
any campus and say, “This is the 
bubble we’re a part of, break out 
of it.” But you look at events that 
we have, what some of the cul-
tural groups bring to our campus; 
they’re 100 percent student-run. 
Things like that bring the world to 
our campus.

SL: How can the Office of Stu-
dent Activities (OSA) improve?

JT: From my vantage point 
working in Student Activities, 
we call ourselves this resource 
for involvement and leadership. 
We help students who are already 
involved to do bigger and better 
things. What I’d like to see my of-
fice do is to support more students 
and campus life in general. What 
more can we do to help the student 
who’s not necessarily involved or 
doesn’t think [he or she is] a lead-
er on campus?

I think some people assume 
you have to be in a position of 
leadership to make a difference on 
campus. I don’t agree with that. 
How do you reach beyond the 
usual suspects to get those people 

involved? They need to be more 
connected beyond the classroom 
experience.

SL: How has the relationship 
between Student Union, student 
groups and the OSA improved? 

JT: When I got here, we 
were on top of each other in the 
Women’s Building, but we just 
coexisted. I don’t think Student 
Union and student groups knew 
what Student Activities was, who 
we were or how we could help. 
One thing I’m proud of is getting 
ourselves out there physically, be-
ing at meetings, making ourselves 
available and showing interest in 
what’s happening on campus. It’s 
hard to be everywhere all the time, 
but there are opportunities. 

SL: What more do you want to 
see from student groups in terms 
of cooperating with you? 

JT: Treasury has required 
groups to meet with us to talk 
about their [budget] appeals. I’ve 
been so pleasantly surprised by 
the result. There [have] been Pow-
erPoint presentations, full budget 
[presentations]. We’ve tried to 
work with student groups to be 
that much more prepared.

SL: What do you see as the 
mission of the OSA?

JT: How do we support stu-
dents to explore, to connect and 
to lead? Explore, meaning find-
ing things to get involved with on 
campus, exploring who they are, 
what’s important to them. Con-
necting with a community, rede-
fining community. The third piece 
is working with the students, to 
help them lead that organization, 
to lead themselves. It’s different 
for everybody. So much of what 
we do is building relationships 
with students, with folks campus-
wide to help students make con-
nections, to help them do good 
things on campus.

SL: Since you started here, 
campus has changed a lot. How 
has that affected your experience?

JT: The creation of this build-
ing, the University Center, has 
been something I’ve been a part of 
since the day I got here. Change 

is everywhere and [at] this place 
we welcome it because we want 
things to be better.

SL: How have your relations 
with the rest of the administration 
improved over the years?

JT: What I’ve done since I’ve 
been here is reach out beyond 
campus life and [the Office of] 
Student Activities in order to get 
things done. You’ve got to know 
people. We all do a lot of the 
same work and support the same 
mission. A lot of people operate 
without doing a lot of communi-
cation. It’s a matter of walking 
over, picking up the phone and 
getting to know people, breaking 
down walls or barriers. Building 

relationships is something my of-
fice does a good job with. Even 
Chancellor Wrighton knows who 
I am, and that’s neat to be able to 
say that he knows what our office 
is doing. 

SL: How do you feel about 
moving on to your new job?

JT: I’m excited. This position 
is a great mesh of all the positions 
I’ve had previously. Any new po-
sition is intimidating because it’s a 
new set of colleagues and a whole 
different student body to work 
with. There’s a whole new cul-
ture to take on, but I’m optimistic 
about how it will work out.

SL: What importance do you 

place on connecting with students 
at Carleton College?

JT: My success where I go will 
be getting to know as many peo-
ple as possible at a higher level. 
Because of the position I’ll have, 
it’s going to be important to be 
available and accessible. The only 
way I see success is to throw my-
self out there and find out what’s 
working. 

SL: Anything you want to say 
as a good-bye?

JT: It’s going to be hard to 
leave. It’s going to be weird to lit-
erally close the door. I’m going to 
cry. I don’t know how you quote 
this.

Saying good-bye to Julie Thornton

LILY SCHORR | STUDENT LIFE

Director of Student Activities Julie Thornton will be moving to work at Carleton College after nine semesters at 
Washington University.
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 I just fi nished a course where, after 
taking the last exam, more than 
75 percnt of the class walked out 
of the classroom without staying 

to watch the fi nal DVD. I’m sure the 
extra stress of this fi nal week of classes 
squashed right next to Thanksgiving 
had something to do with the mass 
exodus, but it was also a testament to 
the way most people felt about the lec-
ture course—it was just another class 
to check off on the way to a degree. 
And when I left that class, I have to 
admit I felt overwhelming relief that 

next semester I would be able to study 
material that I was truly interested in 
and spend my last semester at Wash. U. 
in an academic haven. But that feeling 
only lasted a moment. As I contem-
plated my last semester, I realized it 
was rife with goals and commitments 
to achievements other than learning.

  There are lots of confl icting goals 
for every semester. You want to make 
progress toward your degree and 
take a schedule that will allow you to 
challenge yourself, but also schedule a 
constellation of classes that will allow 
you to maintain a certain GPA. For me, 
I’ve been told I need to take an easy 
course-load my last semester in order 
to ensure solid grade performance and 
fi nish up all of the various minors I’m 

nearing. I fi nd myself one course away 
from a Women’s Studies minor and one 
course away from a Psychology minor 
and done with my 400-level course 
requirements. And I’ve decided to take 
a leap and not care.

  I looked through WebSTAC for the 
fi rst time, asking what I would take if 
I weren’t trying to achieve anything. 
I penciled in courses that wouldn’t be 
prudent to take from the standpoint of 
protecting my GPA as well as courses 
that confl icted with the ones I needed 
to fi nish up minors. Suddenly the 
semester started to look really fun 
and I became more and more excited 
about it. The more I thought about the 
engaging schedule I could possibly 
create for myself, the harder it was to 
convince myself that any of my other 
goals for that semester really mat-
tered. I asked myself to seriously think 
about why I had been working to earn 
specifi c minors and what the value of 
the possible GPA differences might be. 
For me, neither of those goals could 
compete with the possibility of my 
dream schedule. So I dropped all the 
classes I ought to take and tossed in all 
the ones my prudent self wouldn’t add. 
And I’m excited.

  Clearly, there are certain goals we 
all need to meet with our course selec-
tion, specifi cally the goal of graduating. 
But past that, it’s worth making sure we 
haven’t added on minors and majors 
just because it’s become the norm, and 
being close to completing one of those 
might not be a good reason to take a 
class you don’t really care about. So, 
as you fi nish up the semester and fi nd 
yourself in the midst of the heaviest 
part of your workload, take a moment 
to refl ect on how you’ll feel at this time 
next semester. If you have a schedule 
fi lled with classes that you’ll fi nish 
while breathing sighs of relief, it may 
be worth taking a break to reconsider.

 

Dream 
scheduling

 Jill is a senior in Arts & Sciences and the 
Senior Forum Editor. She can be reached 
by e-mail at jlstromi@artsci.wustl.edu .

Jill Strominger
Senior Forum Editor

 All the bad things that I have 
brought upon myself have hap-
pened because of my failure to 
rigorously adhere to the Greek’s 
ideal of balance. In trying to 
divide my life into portions that 
can be balanced, I’ve been able 
to create three areas: social, 
work and spiritual. These are 
self-explanatory and unique for 
everyone, so I won’t offer my 
definitions, as they are far too 
personal and nebulous for words 
to capture.

  Each time these three have 
been unbalanced, bad things 
have happened. If you pause to 
reflect, this should make sense. 
Spend too much time with friends 
and too little on classes, and you 
flunk. Spend too much time on 
classes and too little with friends, 
and you’ll be alone. It’s this latter 
one that gets me.

  We all know that it’s not right 
to be a workaholic, but do we 
realize that excessive studying 
is the same thing? I didn’t until 
recently. When the realization hit 
me, it made me pause and reflect.

  I’m a workaholic. More 
precisely, I’m an addict. Most of 
us at Wash. U. were chosen for 
our addiction to studying. In high 
school, we might not have cared 

about the material in a class, but 
damn it we were going to get that 
A. We needed it like any other 
junky needs the junk.

  Addictions throw off the 
balance of life, and imbalance 
always leads to bad things. These 
bad things might not be appar-
ent, and they might not even be 
called bad. Take materialism for 
example.

  You’d be hard pressed to find 
anyone saying that an A is a bad 
thing, and indeed you’ll often 
hear snippets of students bragging 
about how much time they spent 
on an assignment or how little 
they have slept. You’ll also hear 
the daredevil trying to shock by 
saying how little time he spent. 
His shock value is wholly derived 
from the high value we place in 
grades.

  These braggarts have missed 
the point. The point isn’t to see 
how much time you can spend 
working. The point of life is 
to live it. You’re not going to 
remember your GPA when you 
leave college. You’re going to 
remember your friends. A kitschy 
plaque in the dimly-lit office of a 
car garage read, “Don’t spend so 
much time making a living that 
you forget to make a life.”

  One might wonder why we’re 
all addicts. Our society spoon-
feeds us the value of competition 
and materialism from the cradle. 
This is why everyone needs that 

A. We can crush our peers with 
our numerically-superior GPA, 
and that GPA is the best of our 
possessions. It’s the key to the 
material world.

  Once, at an admissions work-
shop in high school, an admis-
sions official from Northwestern 
University passed out three 
applications. Each table discussed 
the three and decided whether 

to admit, waitlist or reject. One 
was an obvious rejection, but the 
other two were nearly even. The 
principle difference was that one 
had a higher GPA and that the one 
with a lower GPA had held a part-
time job throughout high school.

  Many were surprised to find 
that the job-holding student was 
rejected for not having a high 
enough GPA. The mitigating 

Stay healthy during fi nals
 STAFF EDITORIAL 

 IAN ROSS EDITORIAL CARTOON 

 A university 
  of junkies 

Brent Sherman
Staff Columnist

 It is nearly that time of year 
once again. The libraries will be 
full, coffee sales will skyrocket 
and students’ stress levels will 
be at their highest as the students 
study for finals. With all of the 
papers and exams monopolizing 
their focus, it is all too easy for 
students to forget to look after 
their health. This year during 
finals week, however, students 
should be conscious of their 
well-being and set aside time to 
protect their health.

  One of the first things to go 
for students during finals week 
is a normal sleeping schedule. 
A good night’s sleep is seen as a 
privilege instead of a necessity, 

and students struggle to sneak 
in a few hours here and there in 
between working problem sets, 
cramming and writing papers. 
Though an all-nighter may be 
needed every once in a while, 
staying up all night for an entire 
week is unsustainable and puts 
too great a strain on the body and 
mind. Studying becomes ineffec-
tive without proper rest, and the 
stress incurred can make it dif-
ficult to think during exams.

  Furthermore, depriving your 
body of the sleep it needs makes 
you far more vulnerable to the 
illnesses that are spread more 
easily during the winter. When 
people huddle in close quarters 

in Whispers to avoid the cold or 
take a break from studying, you 
want to be able to fight off the 
pathogens people are liable to 
spread.

  Sleep-deprived students are 
vulnerable enough to illness as it 
is. But to make matters worse, it 
is also easy for them to forget to 
maintain a healthy diet during fi-
nals week. Your body will need a 
steady supply of vitamins to keep 
your immune system functioning 
and your mind alert, so chicken 
tenders and chocolate muffins 
aren’t going to cut it. Students 
should make sure to include fresh 
fruits and vegetables in their diet, 
even if they must wait a little bit 

longer in line or spend a couple 
of extra minutes eating. It will 
be worth it to avoid that cold 
the night before your chemistry 
finals.

  Finally, don’t spend the whole 
week in a cubicle in the B-level 
stacks. Take a few minutes every 
now and again to relax, col-
lect your thoughts or chat with 
a friend. If you don’t blow off 
steam, the quality of your work 
and studying will noticeably 
decline.

  Final exams are important. 
But so are you, so during this 
finals week, don’t forget to main-
tain your health. 

 I was browsing through Stu-
dent Life on Wednesday, looking 
for inspiration for this week’s 
column, and I discovered that the 
most commented-upon article of 
the week was Michael Morgan’s 
op-ed submission criticizing 
Chancellor Wrighton’s letter in 
response to the current financial 
difficulties [Nov. 21]. I’ll admit 
that I didn’t read the whole article 
as closely as I could have, but I 
did read all of the comments in 
response to it, comments which 
span the past two weeks. They 
range from dispassionate cor-
rections of mathematical errors, 
to frustrated critiques of the 
article’s alleged racist and elitist 
undertones to Mr. Morgan’s own 
attack-the-attackers style defense. 
As I was sitting there reading, all 
I could think was, “What’s the 
point?”

  Personally I found the chancel-
lor’s words appropriate: this is 
a time of great difficulty across 
the board, and it’s also a time to 
stand together as a community. I 
was heartened to see that the only 
request for financial support in 
the letter was a request to fund 
the students—“For those who are 
able, please continue to support 
us financially, with special em-
phasis on support of our scholar-

ship programs.” Further, a lot of 
attention was given to the need 
to provide for everyone appro-
priately, including a commitment 
to providing greater increases 
in compensation for those who 
receive the least compensation 
overall. The chancellor crafted a 
well-reasoned, measured, thought-
ful letter that implicitly, if not 
explicitly, addressed the needs of 
the entire University community. 

  What I found interesting was 
that, in the op-ed itself and in 
all of the responses to the op-ed, 
there seemed to be much more of 
a sustained effort toward criticism 
than toward finding a constructive 
way forward. Reasonable people 
can disagree; not everyone read 
the chancellor’s letter the way I 
did. But given that, given the pos-
sibility for disagreement and the 
possibility for finding things to 
criticize in the letter, it strikes me 
that reasonable people are only 

“reasonable” insomuch as they 
disagree in a reasonable way.

  To me, disagreement is only 
reasonable if it serves a purpose.

  The op-ed rails against the 
establishment and criticizes the 
failure of the chancellor to do and 
say enough, without establishing 
what enough is, without creating 
or defending any kind of an argu-
ment. The responses to the op-ed 
point out Morgan’s failure to offer 
compelling evidence, the weak-
nesses in his math and the elitist/
racist undertones, without offer-
ing a compelling alternative—
support for Chancellor Wrighton 
or a concurring critique legitimat-
ed by well-developed reasons and 
a nod toward being constructive.

  My thought is this: when we, 
as a community, get bogged down 
in pointing fingers and assigning 
blame and criticizing one another, 
we lose the ability to change. We 
lose the ability to change because 
we lose the ability to see, to see 
both ourselves and that which 
needs to change. One party at-
tacks and another gets defensive, 
and instead of a useful conversa-
tion about what could be done 
right in the future it turns into 
a useless debate about who was 
more wrong in the past. 

  Now is not the time to point 
fingers. Now is not the time to 
wax righteously-indignant, to ste-

 What’s the point? 
Sara Remedios
Staff Columnist ““ 

  To me, disagree-
ment is only rea-

sonable if it serves 
a purpose. ““ 

  The point isn’t to see 
how much time you 
can spend working.  
The point of life is to 

live it. 

See SHERMAN, page 5See REMEDIOS, page 5



factor of a part-time job was 
not even considered. The whole 
university admissions game is 
ruled by the GPA (as well as 
test scores, but you can see how 
those tie-in to the GPA).

  Now that you’re in college, 
you should take a break and 
consider how important grades 
really are. Look ahead to where 
the quest for the highest GPA 
leads and ask yourself if you 
want to be addicted to work all 

of your life.
  Try to get off the junk that is 

grades. Keep in mind the ideal of 
balance at all times, and you’ll 
find that things are more harmo-
nious. Balance the areas of your 
life, and you’ll lead a full life. 

reotype and attack the commu-
nity at large and it is not the time 
to be baited by such attacks and 
drawn away from the real issues. 
Anyone can criticize; very few 
can create positive change. And 
without that change, without 
bringing forward a meaningful 
contribution to whatever given 
debate it is with which we are 
involved, without finding a way 
to both see problems and see so-
lutions to those problems, I ask 
again: What’s the point?

  I’m not trying to criticize, 

I’m not trying to cast blame; 
I’m trying only to offer food 
for thought. It strikes me that it 
would serve us all well, in hard 
times and in life in general, to 
pause and, before we speak, 
figure out why we speak. There 
should always be a point. 
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 For most of today, my room-
mate and I have been sitting 
side by side on our small 
blue sofa, each of us sheep-

ishly reading a different installment 
of the “Twilight” series. You’ve 
heard of “Twilight,” right? That 
oh-so-tortured tale of a kindling love 
between a vampire and an awkward 
high school student? It’s a story 
that seems to tap into the not-so-
deeply-rooted fantasies of an entire 
generation of preteens (as well as 
at least two very grown-up college 
students). 

  While I can’t deny that I’ve been 
mindlessly fl ipping pages for the 
last handful of hours, or that I’m 
merely taking a break to write this 
article, I’d like to say in my defense 
that I’m reading critically. And so 
is my roommate. Reading obses-
sively, yes, but with a skeptical mind 
(a mind that is rapidly losing brain 
cells). And as a product of all of our 
skepticism, my roommate and I have 
managed one interesting Twilight-
inspired conversation. Our topic? 
Obsessive love. 

  If these books are really going to 
take up all this time we don’t have 
(fi nals, anyone?), we at least have 
to fi ght back by being snide and 
cynical. Sure, we both agreed that 
being in love with a vampire would 
be awesome—who wouldn’t want 
a boyfriend who could carry you 
from class to class at lightning speed 
while also saving you from impend-
ing death at least twice a day? That’s 
transportation and a life insurance 
policy all in one! And all you have 
to do for him is smell nice. Sounds 
like a good deal to me. But what 
we had a problem with was the way 
love is portrayed in these stories. 
The books go on and on about love 
being irrational, obsessive and worth 
laying down your life for. That’s not 
the love I want. 

  Yeah, I get that the characters in 
the books are dealing with special 
circumstances (one of them hap-

pens to be undead), but that kind of 
instantaneous, all-consuming “you 
are my life now” love really gets on 
my nerves. Maybe that’s because 
I’ve felt shades of that in the past, 
and I know it’s just not healthy. 
Actually, I wonder if it’s even love. 
Really, how can obsession be love? 
I think of real love as something that 
brings you balance, something that 
makes you even more confi dent and 
happy with yourself. Twilight love 
is anything but stable. Frankly, it’s 
borderline clinical. 

  I wouldn’t want to be consumed 
(either literally or metaphorically) 
by another person again. I wouldn’t 
want to experience fi rst love twice. 
It annoys me that Twilight seems to 
present itself as a story of the way 
love should be. Maybe it’s just how 
love is when two people don’t know 
better yet.

  Pardon the cynicism. Perhaps 
I’m just overcompensating because 
I’m still dutifully reading these 
books. Maybe I can’t buy in and 
long for that kind of connection, but 
I can at least relate. And even if the 
fantasy is unhealthy, I could use a 
little fantasy during fi nals week.  

 Much has been said about the 
horrors India saw late last week 
in Mumbai, where a series of 
coordinated terrorist attacks and 
hostage takings killed at least 188 
and wounded nearly 300 others. 
Not enough of this discussion has 
been about the electoral implica-
tions. Indians will, in just a few 
short months, decide once more 
who shall govern as they vote to 
replace the current government, 
whose mandate expires this May. 
It seems that the consequences 
of this attack may be a change in 
power that removes the dominant 
Congress Party from power and 
that returns their most successful 
and competent rival, the Indian 
People’s Party, to power. 

  The political significance of 
the event has not been lost on that 
party, as is evident by their most 
recent campaign efforts. In the 
Hindustan Times, they took out a 
front-page ad decrying the weak-
ness of the current government, 
which they declared had taken 
inadequate steps to combat terror 

and provide for India’s security. 
As this event is not particularly 
isolated, in that India has been 
victim to more Islamic terrorism 
than nearly any other nation in 
existence, many are seeking a 
party that can bring about mean-
ingful reform. And it would seem 
that the Indian People’s Party is 
the logical front-runner in that 
sense.

   They have proposed con-
siderably tougher anti-terrorism 
laws, and have a detailed plan 
to overhaul the national security 
apparatus, making it much more 
effective. There is due cause to 
take them seriously on matters of 
defense and security, as during 
their brief time in power in earlier 
years, it was they who conducted 
Operation Shakti, giving India 
nuclear weapons. 

  This attack, which has re-
oriented the national political 
mindset, must be put into perspec-
tive. At this point, the evidence 
suggests that the Pakistan-based 
Islamic terrorist organization 
Lashkar-e-Taiba carried out the 
attacks. Further, some in the 
U.S. intelligence community are 
suggesting that direct training 
of the terrorists was handled by 

Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intel-
ligence agency. Whatever the 
exact details may prove to be, it 
is quite clear that major fault for 
this unspeakable atrocity rests 
on Pakistan in some capacity. 
The Congress Party has proven 
over time unable to appropriately 
confront this threat, or to real-
ize and act on the obvious links 
between the Pakistani government 
and the terrorists causing death 
and civil unrest in India. It is thus 
imperative that they not be left in 
charge, as their likely failure to 
respond will only send the signal 
that India is cowardly and cannot 
act when threatened.

  Whatever one might wish to 
say about the Indian People’s Par-
ty, which based on their track re-
cord ought to be mostly positive, 
there is no disputing that they are, 
as evidenced in rhetoric and their 
track record, keenly aware of the 
true security problems, and are 
intent on rectifying them. 

  So, while the loss of innocent 
life at the hands of deranged 
Islamic terrorists is deeply upset-
ting, it is important that this 
be used as a lesson more than 
anything else. People realize once 
more, as they always should have, 

that the Congress Party is inca-
pable of protecting India, and that 
any long-term solution involves 
dealing with Pakistan in a much 
harsher way is presently done. 
The Indian People’s Party has a 
message perfectly in sync with 
this, and is thus well positioned 
to return to power, thereby giving 
India a chance to properly secure 
itself from internal terrorist 
threats and the greater Pakistani 
problem. 

  So, as with all things, there 
is a silver lining to this horrific 
chapter of Indian history: the 
chance for genuinely positive 
change that will prevent such 
occurrences in the future. Let 
us hope then that when the polls 
open, the voting public has the 
intellectual clarity needed to take 
advantage of this second chance 
and elect a government actually 
capable of preserving their life 
and liberty. 

  
 

 Once upon a time I real-
ized I wasn’t the most 
important person in the 
world. But that was way 

back. Way, way back. Like last week, 
maybe even two weeks ago, before 
I was attacked with the splendid 
celebration of Thanksgiving and 
the miracle that followed, known as 
Black Friday. My days of accurate 
self-worth are long gone; from now 
on, I am lion. HEAR ME ROAR. At 
this point you may be astonished by 
my capacity for self-love, but just 
you wait. I’m going to go so far as to 
say that it isn’t my fault.  

  There is a new me. I am a me that 

believes himself capable of single-
handedly conquering and simultane-
ously ruling all seven continents with 
an iron, yet unimaginably soft, fi st. 
Think of a baby’s bottom plus cash-
mere and buttery smoothness. This is 
me, with the magical, perfectly bal-
anced fi st that will allow me to garner 
love and praise from my future six 
billion-plus worldly disciples, which 
is a product of the holiday season.  

  There is something about the pe-
riod from right before Thanksgiving 
through New Year’s that makes me 
feel special. I’m not really sure what 
it is. Perhaps it’s that the tryptophan 
in the turkey knocks me for a one-
month loop every year, perhaps it’s 
the hope that one year I’ll receive a 
giant-bow-wrapped Lexus. Maybe, 
and most likely, it’s the knowledge 
that every kiss really does begin with 
Kay. I tend to enter a stratosphere of 
giddiness known only to cheerlead-
ers and Rachel Ray. Finals….pshhh, 
what’s the big deal, Santa’s coming 
soon!  

  This four-week period is like one 
giant artifi cial joy trip. I just want to 

dress my dog up in a Santa jacket and 
hat and hang some menorah bling 
around his neck. Next show on MTV: 
“Pimp My Dog.” What fails to enter 
my consciousness during the holiday 
season is reality. That endless downer 
can’t bring me back down to earth. 
No one’s going to take the 30 percent 
sales and dancing elves away from 
me.  This is my time to relish in my 
Jewish appreciation of Christmas, 
i.e. presents, reindeer, Chinese food 
and bitterness that our holiday is 
totally outmatched by the Christmas 
machine.  

  Nonetheless, I retain my perch 
on top of the world. Not even Delta 
Airlines’ incompetence was able to 
make me cranky.  At the point of 
this article’s conception, Delta has 
forced me to gate check my bag, lost 
it, and now, is still unable to locate 
it. Being of the sort that tends to 
dwell on the negative aspects of his 
or her existence, it is astonishing to 
me that I have not dug myself three 
feet underground with frustration. 
The holidays are a time to get caught 
up in the ridiculousness. When Best 

Buy tells me they are having a 400 
percent sale on electronic book 
readers, I go nuts! Why? Because the 
holidays make me feel like Best Buy 
has a vested interest in my enjoyment 
of electronic book readers. Best Buy 
wants it to be my best Chrismahanak-
wanzakah ever.   

  As much as the holidays are 
about family and all that sentimental 
stuff, it’s also about a little bit (really 
read as A LOT) of self indulgence. 
Tell that cookie that his days are 
numbered since you just fi red your 
diet, watch 40 hours of your favorite 
TV show in a row, spoil yourself, 
because you deserve it.  

  With my holiday-induced delu-
sions of grandeur in full swing, I, 
ruler of the galaxies, say goodbye 
from my massive throne and sign off 
with my buttery soft, iron fi st. Holi-
day wishes from your annoyingly 
cheery columnist! 

  
 

 Chrismahanakwanzakah 
 (A Registered 

Trademark of 
The OC)  

 Charlie is a freshman in Arts & Sciences. 
He can be reached by e-mail at chlow@
artsci.wustl.edu .

Charlie Low
Staff Columnist

Obsessed

Tess Croner
Forum Editor

 Tess is a senior in Arts & Sciences. She 
can be reached by e-mail at tacroner@
wustl.edu. 

 LETTER TO EDITOR 

Printing not 
a problem

 Dear Editor,
  
  The article, “Printing Problems on Campus” (Student Life, Nov. 

21) gives me the impression that printing on campus is near impos-
sible.

  However, in my time at Wash. U., I’ve found printing to be only 
the occasional hassle. Sure, I’ve encountered many times when a 
residential college printer ran out of toner or paper. At fi rst, I just left 
the lab in a huff. Then I started to submit trouble tickets and even 
preempt the problem. I haven’t had a major problem since.

  Regarding the printers in the CEC, I really do not understand the 
complaints raised. The CEC is the place to go for reliable printing. 
Your issue seems to be that you don’t keep track of your print offs, 
which is a personal problem.

  Regarding your solutions, I must say that they just would not 
work. Paper and toner are expensive, and for students who must 
print off lecture slides, using a personal printer would quickly 
become very pricey.

  Your vision of a land of free paper, toner and always working 
printers will, sadly, never be. The current system is very good, but 
there is room for improvement. Instead of attempting to replace 
the system, you could simply talk to STS and tell them to be more 
vigilant about keeping the printers running.

  
  Brent Sherman

  Class of 2011
 

 India’s security problem 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS   with Caleb Posner

Caleb Posner
Staff Columnist

Caleb is a sophomore in Arts & Sciences. 
He can be reached by e-mail at cspos-
ner@artsci.wustl.edu.

Sara is a senior in Arts & Sceinces. She 
can be reached by e-mail at saremedi@
wustl.edu.

 Brent is a sophomore in Arts & Sceinces. 
He can be reached by e-mail at zuk-
lug@gmail.com. 

REMEDIOS from page 4

SHERMAN from page 4

ERIN MITCHELL | STUDENT LIFE



The battle lines have been 
drawn and a few hundred Washing-
ton University students are locked 
in combat with University Athletic 
Association conference rivals.

Wash. U. students have been 
competing against  hundreds of 
students from New York Universi-
ty, Emory University, the Univer-
sity of Chicago, the University of 
Rochester, Case Western Reserve 
University, Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity and Brandeis University 
in an online game of GoCross-
Campus for control of the United 
States east of the Mississippi. This 
is the first time GoCrossCampus 
has pitted UAA schools against 
each other.

Anyone with a wustl.edu e-mail 
account can join the Bears’ army. 

The online strategy game is 
like Risk in multiple ways. Com-
manders are elected from the ranks 
of a team, and 
these commanders 
create the battle 
plan and long-term 
strategy. The com-
manders also at-
tempt to forge al-
liances with other 
teams.

Wash. U. is led 
by senior Antonio 
Rodriguez, sopho-
more Roger Alessi 
and sophomore 
Brett Yang. 

“No one takes 
it too seriously,” 
Rodriguez said. 
“It’s just fun. This 
is a really cool 
way to represent 
Wash. U.”

Game turns 
last for 24 hours. 
At the end of each 
turn, orders are 

processed and teams receive bonus 
points for conquering territories 
and establishing an empire, with 
the final objective of the game be-
ing to eradicate the other teams 
and take every territory. 

Wash. U. started off well with a 
large number of students, but Case 
Western Reserve has caught up. As 
of 3 p.m. on Thursday, 212 Wash. 
U. students and 355 Case Western 
players have signed up. 

“We are definitely not out. If we 
get a lot of new players, it would 
really help,” Rodriguez said.

The site also offers a game 
chat, where students from vari-
ous schools can share common 
problems that face college stu-
dents, share jokes, fan rivalries or 
learn about other schools in the 
conference. There is also a team 
chat where players from the same 
school can interact. 

“I play it because, especially 
being a commander, you get to 
talk to people from other schools 
that you would never talk with,” 

Rodriguez said. “It’s  a commu-
nity.”

“I’m a pretty competitive per-
son, so I fully endorse rivalries, 
as long as it’s all in good fun,” 
sophomore Jennifer Varriano of 
the volleyball team said. “You can 
maintain a rivalry with another 
school outside of sports.”

As of turn 16 on Thursday af-
ternoon, Wash. U. sits in fourth 
place with eight territories while 
Case Western Reserve is  in first 
with 58 territories. New York Uni-
versity, Carnegie Mellon and Em-
ory have already been eliminated.

All of the students interviewed 
emphasized the ease in getting in-
volved.

“It takes only two minutes a 
day,” sophomore Michelle Lu said. 
“Sign in, click energize, move 
your energy and you’re done.”

When Varriano was asked if she 
would be willing to take on-court 
UAA rivalries to the Internet, she 
said, “Why not? It doesn’t look 
too difficult.”

Sudoku  By The Mepham Group

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved. 12/5/08
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The Washington University men’s 
basketball team returns to the Field 
House on Friday for the 25th Annual Lo-
pata Classic and fi rst home game since 
winning the 2008 NCAA Division III 
National Championship. Wash. U. has 
not played on its home fl oor since the 
Elite Eight round of the NCAA tourna-
ment on March 15, a 57-47 win over 
Millsaps College.

“I’m really excited ’cause it’s my 
fi rst home game in two years,” senior 
point guard Sean Wallis said. Wallis 
missed all home games last season due 
to injury.

The No. 1 Bears are 5-0 this sea-
son, with their last three wins coming 
after erasing halftime defi cits. The team 
knocked off then No. 2 Augustana Col-
lege 87-82 in overtime, dropping the Vi-
kings to No. 3 in the polls. The Red and 
Green then needed overtime to defeat 
Aurora University 97-89 and narrowly 
defeated Anderson University 70-68.

“We’re still a work in progress. Just 
because we’re coming off a national 
championship and ranked number one, 
we’re still growing as a team and fi gur-
ing out what’s going to make us suc-
cessful. The fact that we’re 5-0 against 
some quality opponents and still learn-
ing is something to be proud of,” Wallis 
said.

The competition will not get any 
easier for Wash. U., as Hamilton Col-
lege and Illinois Wesleyan University 
(IWU), the other members of the three-
team round robin, have both started their 

seasons strongly. Hamilton is currently 
4-0 while No. 13 Illinois Wesleyan is 
3-1 after a Tuesday loss to Olivet Naza-
rene University.

The Lopata Classic opens Fri-

day night at 8 p.m. with Wash. U. and 
Hamilton. The Red and Green will then 
battle IWU at 3 p.m. on Saturday. IWU 
and Hamilton will bring the weekend to 
a close Sunday at noon.

Wash. U. takes
school pride online
Johann Qua Hiansen
Sports Editor

Josh Goldman
Senior Sports Editor

Bears ready for 
home opener

around the  

WU
Men’s

basketball:

Friday at 8 p.m. vs. 
Hamilton College

Saturday at 3 p.m. vs. 
No. 13 Illinois Wesleyan University

WASH. U. SPORTS FEATURE

Junior forward Zach Kelly spins baseline against UMSL on November 8.

JOSH GOLDMAN | STUDENT LIFE

MEN’S BASKETBALL

A graph of the percentages of territory controlled in the UAA GoCrossCampus Tournament.
GRAPHIC BY JOSH GOLDMAN | STUDENT LIFE
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STUDENT LIFE presents a guide to places of worship in the WU community

Religious Directory

Sundays:  11am & 9pm

6352 Forsyth · 935-9191

Masses at the CSC:

Catholic Student Center

Stop by any time to study, relax or pray!

www.washucsc.org

We’re here for YOU!

Masses and Free Soup Meal:
Tuesdays at 5:15 pm
 Fridays at 12:05 pm

Come Feel the Warmth!

Sunday Worship 10:30am

Wherever you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

6501 Wydown - 314.721.5060
Right next to the South 40!

www.firstcongregational.org

INSPIRING ETHICAL LIVING
The Ethical Society is a community of 

people united in the belief that an ethical 
life creates a more just, loving and 

sustainable world for all.  

Join us on Sunday mornings for the 9:45 
Forum and 11:00 Platform Address. 

Children's Sunday School meets 10am-noon

Ethical Society of St. Louis
(1/4 mile west of the Galleria)

9001 Clayton Rd.
(314) 991-0955

www.ethicalstl.org 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY

Relax.  Reflect.  Renew.

Sundays at 8 pm

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

863.8140

Followed by a free home-cooked meal!

Candlelight Worship
Your Ad Here

Advertise your place of 
worship for $18 per week.

Contact us to find out how!
314-935-6713

advertising@studlife.com

STUDENT LIFE

UNION

AVENUE

CHRISTIAN

CHURCH

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

www.union-avenue.org

733 Union Blvd. (63108) in the CWE
call 314.361.8844 for info. or rides

study – Sunday worship @ 10:45 – lunch

Looking for a  
place to get 
involved?

6128 Delmar
in the Loop
314-862-2304

www.liberationcc.org

LIBERATION 
Christian Church

2nd and 4th Sundays
12:00 noon
Regional Arts Commission (RAC)

Your Ad Here
Advertise your place of 

worship for $18 per week.

Contact us to find out how!
314-935-6713

advertising@studlife.com
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TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU
VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

WE
 D E L I V E R!

AMERICA'S SANDWICH DELIVERY EXPERTS!™

MY PARTY PLATTERS

MAKE CATERING 

SO EASY, YOU’LL 

WANT TO CALL THEM

SMARTY
PLATTERS!
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 The St. Louis International Film 
Festival is proof that God exists. For 
aspiring pretentious fi lm snobs like 
me, the festival provides an invaluable 
opportunity to see fantastic fi lms we 
otherwise wouldn’t see, some not so 
fantastic fi lms we otherwise wouldn’t 
see and frightening incarnations of 
what we might become if we go to the 
Tivoli more frequently than we do now. 
I saw four fi lms this year, and that’s 
four more than any other year.

  The fi rst fi lm I saw was the Jeff 
Goldblum vehicle “Adam Resur-
rected,” about one Holocaust survivor 
helping others with mental recovery 
while battling with his own. Goldblum 
plays the charismatic, once “funniest-
man-in-Germany” Adam Stein without 
his characteristic Goldblum vocal 
infl ections and spontaneous hand 
gestures. Though that sounds like it 
leaves the viewer deprived, it shows 
that Goldblum does have some decent 
acting chops. 

  However, he is the only good thing 
about the fi lm. Schrader’s direction is 
less than remarkable; he makes choices 
that are more clichéd than interpretive 
(like shooting all the fl ashback scenes 
in black-and-white). The script is 
unfocused in both tone and topic. Parts 
felt forced and invented. The ensemble 
(minus Willem Dafoe and Derek 
Jacobi) does little to help the fi lm as it 
spirals downward. Some, like Ayelet 
Zurer, who plays Stein’s love interest, 
actually make several scenes unbear-
ably odd and awkward. 

  Unfortunately, after the fi lm, 
Schrader, this year’s recipient of the 
Life Achievement Award, was given 
a microphone. I had to cut my way 
through the pompous and egotistical 
self-congratulation when I left the 
interview early.

  My second fi lm was Kurt Kuenne’s 
“Dear Zachary,” this year’s winner of 
the “Best Documentary” Award. “Dear 
Zachary” started as a gift from Kuenne 
to his murdered friend’s unborn son as 
a way for him to meet his father. How-
ever, due to heartbreaking events, legal 
complications and the enduring love of 
two people, “Dear Zachary” turns into 
the best documentary I have ever seen. 

  The fi lm is at once the most 
depressing and inspirational fi lm in 
my experience. It is also the greatest 
love story ever told. I hesitate to go any 
further into the fi lm because you must 

see it to understand the power that fl ies 
off the screen—power I can’t put into 
words. As a very personal fi lm, “Dear 
Zachary” is an experience you can 
almost completely feel. 

  I had the fortune to be sitting 
across the aisle from Kate and David 
Bagby, the parents of Andrew Bagby, 
who was murdered. They and director 
Kuenne spoke after the screening and 
showed what powerful and amazing 
people they are. It will be diffi cult to 
fi nd this one at the local theaters, but it 
premieres on Sunday, December 7 at 9 
p.m. on MSNBC. Don’t miss it.

  That same night, I saw the winner 
of this year’s “Best International Film” 
Award, Danny Boyle’s “Slumdog 
Millionaire” (yeah, some night, right?). 
“Slumdog” tells the Oliver Twist-like 
tale of an orphaned boy in an impov-
erished part of India as he follows love 
all the way to becoming a contestant 
on the Indian “Who Wants to Be a Mil-
lionaire?” The fi lm is undoubtedly alive 
in every aspect. Danny Boyle shows 
why he is the best director alive whom 
no one seems to care about recogniz-
ing. Look for this fi lm to make a splash 
at this year’s Academy Awards. “Slum-
dog Millionaire” is one of the best fi lms 
of 2008. (For a more detailed review, 
see Student Life from Wed. Dec. 3).

  On closing night, I sat with a full 
house for Darren Aronofsky’s “The 
Wrestler.” The fi lm is about a wrestler 
(believe it or not) who is trying to resur-
rect his life and career after falling from 
stardom and suffering many trials and 
self-induced hardships. Once extremely 
talented, Randy “The Ram” Robinson, 
is a genuinely good, charismatic guy. 
Aronofsky’s tale doesn’t fall too far 
into clichés, or make Robinson the butt 
of “old wrestler” jokes, but offers a sen-
timental, heartfelt, sometimes hard-to-
watch glimpse into the life of a troubled 
man trying to make a comeback. 
Mickey Rourke, who plays Robinson, 
is the best thing about this fi lm. 

  From my description above, you 
can probably see that he was a perfect 
casting choice, as the plot pretty much 
describes his life. Rourke offers a 
rough, personal and often funny iconic 
performance that is the best leading 
male performance I’ve seen all year. 

  Though the fi lm moves between be-
ing unbearably tough and dangerously 
sentimental, it ends at a resonating, 
almost melancholy tone that is pitch-
perfect. “The Wrestler” is a fantastic 
character study and a return to form for 
Aronofsky after “The Fountain.” 

  Try to get a hold of Bruce Spring-
steen’s original song written for the 
fi lm. It’s beautiful, bare and honest and 
captures the entire spirit of the fi lm and 
Rourke’s performance perfectly. Marisa 
Tomei and Evan Rachel Wood show up 
to give troubling, yet honest and strong 
performances, but this is Rourke’s fi lm. 
Expect to see him nominated for a Best 
Actor Oscar and don’t be surprised if 
he is crowned. 

TJ Keeley
Cadenza Reporter

SLIFF follow-up

 To even the remotely well-informed observer of popular culture, 
it is blatantly obvious that Wash. U. skews one’s perspective on arts 
and entertainment and the societal trends that often come with it. 
While it can be diffi cult to put one’s fi nger on the ways in which 
it has been distorted, after four and a half years of intense observa-
tion of the specialized creature that is a Wash. U. student, I have 
determined 10 ways in which the student population’s perception of 
popular forms of art and entertainment has been distanced greatly 
from that of mainstream America. 

David Kaminsky
Music Editor

10 ways Wash. U. distorts 
popular arts & entertainment

 1. In the real world, people go to 
a concert and sometimes end up 
drunk. At Wash. U., people get 
drunk and sometimes end up at a 
concert.
  
  2. Although, say, Susie Singalong 
(not her real name) seems to think 
so, musicals are NOT topping 
Billboard’s charts. While more of 
Susie’s friends may know every 
word of the hours-long Rent and 
Wicked soundtracks but not the lat-
est three-minute hits by Lil Wayne, 
Britney Spears or Fall Out Boy, 
everyday society is answering their 
phones and partying to “I Don’t 
Care” and “Lollipop,” not “No Day 
but Today.”

  
  3. Wash. U. students watch public 
television and sometimes even do-

nate to it. People in the real world 
subscribe to cable for a reason.
  
  4. Diana Diversity (also a fake 
name) loves going to the theatre, es-
pecially to see Diwali, Carnival and 
the Lunar New Year Festival. She 
loves the mix of song, dance, drama 
and, of course, the fantastic mes-
sage at the end. However, much to 
Diana’s disappointment, these types 
of culturally-themed variety shows 
are few and far between outside the 
Wash. U. environment and likely 
don’t enjoy anywhere near the kind 
of popularity generated by their 
Wash. U. counterparts since, in the 
real world, the performers have far 
fewer friends to guilt into attending.
  
  5. Wash. U. students are more 
likely to dance the Funky Chicken 

for charity than they are to “get 
low” in an attempt to signal that 
they’re looking to get some.
  
  6. Although Johnny Filmbuff (this 
one’s real) may believe it to be so, 
independent fl icks are not raking 
in the most cash at the box offi ce. 
Johnny, I know it’s shocking that 
more people went out, saw, and 
sometimes even enjoyed, “Beverly 
Hills Chihuahua” than “Science 
of Sleep” or “I Heart Huckabees,” 
but it happened. So please don’t be 
surprised when you hear that Cletus 
on Ruby 1 or Timothy on Danforth 
3 hasn’t seen your latest favorite 
foreign language fi lm (even if it has 
an English name, i.e. the “Diving 
Bell and the Butterfl y”).
  
  7. Wash. U. students complain to 
each other about how the book was 
so much better than the movie. Real 
world people don’t bother reading 
the book, preferring to discuss the 
levels of awesome that were the 
battle scenes.
  
  8. People associated with differ-
ent “subcultures” of society often 
dress in the style of that subculture. 
They do it to identify with that 
subculture and because it’s fun to 
stand out in the crowd solely based 
on appearance. Although Wash. 

U.’s own Petey Punker made it 
to the last Rise Against show and 
watches “SLC Punk” about once a 
month, you’ll still catch him day-in/
day-out in a polo, plaid shorts or, 
worst of all, wearing the same $150 
North Face fl eece as those 400 kids 
he passed while walking to class. 
While one might argue that not con-
forming shows a level of maturity, 
this does not hold true, as Petey 
is likely the same kid who wears 
a Kappa Sig T-shirt three times a 
week. The same is true of virtually 
every other subculture (with partial 
exceptions granted to hippies and 
drama kids). Although they do not 
completely own up to their group 
with their style of dress, they’re do-
ing better than most of us. Bravo!
  
  9. Wash. U. students watch anime 
for the story line. In the real world, 
people only watch anime to vicari-
ously live out their most grotesquely 
awesome fantasies (most of which 
involve tentacles). 
  
  10. While Hillary Harmonizer 
(you decide) may enjoy ROCKing 
out to ROCKapella, 99.99 percent 
of people outside of the Wash. U. 
bubble never listen to a cappella. 
They don’t pay to see it in concert 
and they sure as hell don’t buy it or 
listen to recordings of it. 

 The St. Louis 
International 
Film Festival, 
after the fact 
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If you were doing some late night 
studying at the Danforth University 
Center (DUC) a few weeks ago, you 
may have thought you were halluci-
nating when you saw Batman, Joker 
and other characters from “The Dark 
Knight” all dining together in the Or-
chid Room. This strange sight was no 
hallucination, but rather an independent 
fi lm project by senior fi lm majors Alex 
Jensen, Jim Wolfe and Robert Panico. 
From scriptwriting to acting multiple 
parts to editing, this trio did it all, com-
prising the entire cast and crew for the 
fi lm. For Jensen, Wolfe and Panico, the 
idea for the project stemmed from one 
shared passion: moviemaking.

 “I don’t like anything else and I’m 
not good at anything else,” Wolfe said 
of his reason for involvement in fi lm.

While this passion was not always 
so obvious for each crew member ini-
tially, it was a conclusion to which each 
of them eventually worked up. 

“I was a Biology major at fi rst. That 

didn’t work out,” Jensen said.
Although she had previously been 

interested in 2-D animation, Jensen 
declared that her epiphany to become 
part of the fi lm industry came upon 
seeing one of the popular “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” fi lms. 

“I saw “Dead Man’s Chest” in the 
theater like six times and by the fourth 
time it hit me—this is what I want to 
do.”

Panico recalls being interested in 
movie making since he was a child, 
and fi lmed his fi rst stop-animation 
movie with an old camcorder before he 
was 10 years old.

Eventually Jensen, Wolfe and Pan-
ico ended up as fi lm majors at Wash. 
U., with the hopes of learning more 
skills to apply to their art. While the 
Film department does much in-depth 
study of fi lm theory, opportunities for 
actual fi lmmaking are extremely lim-
ited. This, however, did not discourage 
these three students, who took it upon 
themselves to make their own projects 
their extracurricular activity.

The ambitious trio has even 
received encouragement from a few 
professors with whom they’ve shared 
their work.

“Some professors are really will-
ing to help us, but it [the independent 
projects] is outside the curriculum,” 
Jensen noted.

The group fi rst joined forces last 
year to produce a project called “Ma-
son Drift,” which they entered into last 

year’s WUTV 48-hour fi lm festival. 
After placing second in the festival, 
Jensen, Wolfe and Panico quickly real-
ized they made a perfect team. They 
all spoke of how well they collaborate, 
which is crucial to getting the produc-
tion done and done well.

“When we’re working it’s like 
magic… I think it’s what makes such 
high quality productions,” Jensen said.

Each fi lmmaker contributes to 
every aspect of the production with his 
or her own specialties. As you’ll see 
from “A Dark Knight Out,” the acting, 
makeup, thoughtful script and careful 
editing from each of the three group 
members creates a seamless project. 

Since “Mason Drift,” the group 
entered and won WUTV’s sweeting 
festival. They now work under the 
production label Do It Live, and their 
latest project, “The Dark Knight Out,” 
will be making its screening debut 
Monday at 7 p.m. in Brown 100. 
Panico explained the lineup that the 
audience can anticipate for Monday.

 “We’re having a grind house 
double feature. We’re fi rst going to 
screen [a recut of] Jurassic Park, then 
the Dark Knight parody and stweted 
[recut] trailers. We want to leave the 
trailers a surprise, but they’ll be of 
famous movies people will know.”

While some recent Do It Live 
productions have been comedies, they 
strive to explore other fi lm options. 

“We work with every genre; we try 
to challenge ourselves by changing it 

up,” Panico said.
Despite the rigors of life as Wash. 

U. students, Jensen, Wolfe and Panico 
have and will continue to make time 
for their passion for fi lmmaking, setting 
new goals along the way. Panico hopes 
the group’s fi lms will also attract the 
attention of other students and faculty. 

“We want to stir a little interest, 
especially to Chancellor Wrighton,” 
he said.

The group would like to encourage 
others to start student-run fi lm festivals 
and competitions. They hope that in 
holding this screening, the student 
body will get a chance to see what 
work other students on campus are 
producing and perhaps be inspired to 
start making movies of their own. 

The bottom line: “We’d like to see 
students get excited about fi lm produc-
tion,” Panico said.

In the meantime the crew is taking 
a little break from production to study 
for fi nals, and perhaps come up with 
a way to allow fi lmmaking to become 
more accessible to fi lm majors. As 
Jensen noted, the hands-on experience 
is an integral part of learning about 
fi lm. 

“I don’t see a point if you can’t play 
with it, be creative with it,” she said.

Take a dark night off from study-
ing to see the premiere of “The Dark 
Knight Out”! It will be screening in 
Brown 100 at on Monday, Dec. 8 at 
7 p.m.

As fi nals begin to take over our 
lives, what better way to kick back 
and relax than to head off campus 
to enjoy a quality, moderately-
priced meal in a warm, comfortable 
neighborhood café? Newly opened 
this year, Katie’s Pizzeria, with its 
delicious pizza and dessert options, 
along with its cozy dining room, 
offers the frenzied student some 
much-needed respite.

Located right across from Sch-
nucks, the pizzeria was not hard to 
fi nd. My friends and I were seated 
at a round, hardwood table, which 
had a vase of fresh fl owers placed 
on it—a nice touch, especially on a 
cold, dark night. We listened to the 
music playing softly in the back-
ground and felt at ease in the rustic, 
convivial atmosphere. Soon after we 
were seated, we were greeted by our 
waitress. 

Katie’s Pizzeria offers appetizers, 
salads, desserts 
and, you 
guessed it, 
pizza. 

Appetizers include such unique 
options as gorgonzola and artichoke 
toasted ravioli served with pesto 
dipping sauce, Tuscan shrimp with 
kalamata olives, shaved fennel, 
clementines and pistachios and pros-
cuitto spring rolls. Salads include 
an intriguing fried artichoke served 
with goat cheese and pistachios, a 
grilled tuna niçoise salad, a roasted 
beet salad and more. The restaurant 
also has a full bar, which serves 
wine, beer and cocktails. 

The pizzeria offers 10 differ-
ent types of pizza, each served on 
a thin, crisp crust. My friends and I 
sampled three: the Margherita, the 
Quattro Formaggio and the Sausage. 
The 12-inch pizzas are sliced into 
six medium-sized pieces. This was 
plenty of food for three relatively-
small, moderately-hungry young 
women. Of course, we also had to 
make sure to leave room for dessert.

The Margherita pizza consisted 
of mozzarella, tomatoes and basil. 
There was no sauce. The pizza tasted 
exceptionally fresh. However, I did 

not fi nd it particularly exciting. 
The sausage pizza included fen-

nel sausage, leeks, fontina cheese 
and pine nuts. Indeed, I was the only 
one able to eat this pizza since one 
of my friends is allergic to pine nuts 
and the other friend is going through 
a “no red meat” phase. So the more 
for me, I thought. I don’t think I’ve 
ever had leeks on my pizza before, 
nor have I ever eaten fennel sausage, 
but fortunately this pizza turned out 
to be quite satisfying. The red sauce 
was subtly spicy and the sausage 
was crumbled generously atop the 
pizza. The leeks had a mild, onion-
like taste that complemented the 
pizza’s savory, nutty fl avors.

And fi nally, there was the Quattro 
Formaggio. How boring, I thought: 
a simple cheese pizza. Couldn’t 
my friends pick one of the crazier 
options, like the pizza with 
potatoes, parsnips 
and pancetta? 
But, my 
need for 

gastronomic adventure was unjusti-
fi ed. In fact, the Quattro Formaggio 
ended up being our favorite pizza of 
the night. Like the sausage pizza, it 
had a red sauce, but this sauce was 
less spicy, providing a tasty and tra-
ditional fl avor. The pizza was topped 
with—you guessed it again—four 
cheeses. These included a generous 
amount of mozzarella, ricotta salata, 
fontina and gorgonzola. Now I swear 
every single time I’ve gone out to eat 
lately, whether I’m doing a review or 
not, ricotta salata is somewhere on 
the menu. And inevitably, my friends 
and family ask me what it is. Sadly, 
I do not actually know what ricotta 
salata is, but, unwilling to ruin my 
newly-acquired reputation as an 
all-knowing foodie, 
I at-

tempt to provide a description of 
standard ricotta cheese and then, 
upon further questioning, in a pain-
fully honest fashion, later admit that 
I don’t really know what I’m talking 
about. So I fi nally broke down 
and looked up the real defi nition. 
According to CurdNerds.com: the 
cheese blog—yes, this seriously 
exists—Ricotta Salata means “salted 
ricotta” and is made from sheep’s 
milk. Well, that wasn’t so compli-
cated now, was it?

Now that that mystery has been 
solved, let’s move on to dessert. 
Katie’s Pizzeria offers three desserts: 
gelato, cheesecake and carrot cake. 
My friend and I opted to share the 
carrot cake, and boy, I’m glad we 
did. This cake was the shining star of 
the evening. The large slice of cake 
was centered on a long white platter 
drizzled with chocolate sauce and 
decorated with fresh strawberries 

and blackberries. It was topped 
with a rich cream cheese frost-
ing. My friend and I agreed that 
I should simply describe it as 

ridiculously good.
As we got ready to leave the 

restaurant, I awkwardly said hello to 
two other friends who happened to 
be on a date at the pizzeria that same 
night. One of them had a beauti-
ful pizza adorned with a generous 
amount of large shrimp. Her date 
had a pizza topped with asparagus 
and prosciutto. Their pizzas looked 
so delicious that I realized that I 
would have to return to Katie’s to 
try more.

So if you can, take some time out 
from your studies to eat some deli-
cious pizza and relax in cozy Katie’s 
Pizzeria. Order the Quattro Fromma-
gio, impress your friends with your 
knowledge of ricotta salata and don’t 
forget to leave room for dessert!

*Dear Kate’s Adoring Fans - 
a.k.a. Mom and Dad: This is her last 
food review for the year since she’ll 
be abroad next semester. She wishes 
Wash. U. well and hopes that she’ll 
be able to fi nd decent restaurants in 
England. She will see you next year!

I’d be lying if I said that I didn’t 
have a crush on a certain 17-year-
old—almost 18!—runner-up from 
American Idol this past year. I’d also 
be lying if I denied making out with 
someone twice my age at a sketchy 
bar in Chicago.

These two tidbits of information 
led me to consider age with regard 
to romance and relationships. Just 
what is considered an appropriate age 
disparity for dating in today’s society? 
Miley Cyrus, who shockingly just 
turned 16, is dating a 20-something-
year-old model guy, drawing a great 
deal of criticism and skepticism from 
the media. Hilary Duff, at the age of 
18, dated that guy from Good Char-
lotte who was 10 years her senior. 
While it seems that drastic age differ-
ences do not deter Hollywood stars 
from dating, in the lives of us normal, 
unglamorous people, age does make 
a difference.

So in real life, would I ever 
actually date that 42-year-old I 
kissed? Defi nitely not. As a friend 
put it very clearly, this guy was my 
present age before I was even born. 
In other words when I was 0 years 
old, this guy was 21 years old. To me, 
this isn’t really okay. Would I ever 
consider dating David Archuleta? 
Indefi nitely. Sure, he’s 17 now, but 
he’s turning 18 in a week, and four 
years in age different in this case 
seems alright. 

Of course, we should 
never, ever date, or 
do anything for 
that matter, 
with someone 
under the age 
of 18. While I 
can certainly 
dream 

about meeting Mr. Archuleta at his 
concert and falling in love, I would 
certainly never act upon these desires. 
Until, of course, he turns 18, and then 
all bets are off.

But what about those older folks? 
Everyone is different and at different 
maturity levels throughout different 
times in their lives. Though I may be 
turning 22 years old, do I have the 
maturity level of a college graduate? 
I’d go with no. Still, I know some 
very mature people close to my age 
whom I could see dating a 30-some-
thing-year-old. In fact, I know a few. 
Still, for me, this is a stretch. 

What we have to consider is 
where people are in their lives. We 
college students live in a kind of shel-
tered bubble, where we are primarily 
concerned with our schoolwork and 
social lives. A 30-something and cer-
tainly a 42-year-old are in much dif-
ferent places than we are in, consider-
ing their careers and life experience. 
I don’t know about the rest of you, 
but I don’t consider myself to have 
had many life-defi ning experiences…
unless you count running into two of 
your high school teachers at a gay bar 
in Chicago—in which case I’m pretty 
sure my life has certainly changed.

The point is that we should all try 
to connect with someone romanti-
cally whose maturity levels match our 
own. In my case, I probably should 
only be dating others guys in college. 
For some of us who feel ready to date 
an “older” guy or girl, may the force 
be with you. Just remember to look 
for what feels natural and comfortable 
for you.

And David, if you’re somehow 
reading this article, call me. I have 

just a bit of a “crush” on you.

Kate L. Gallagher
Scene Reporter

Katie’s Pizzeria Café
6611 Clayton Road

Open 7 Days a Week 11 a.m.-12 a.m.
(314) 727-8585

★★★★✩

MCT CAMPUS

Willie Mendelson
Scene Reporter

Age ain’t nothin’ but a 
number… right?

KATE GALLAGHER | STUDENT LIFE

Lana Goldsmith
Scene Regular Features Editor

taking the
D A R K

K N I G H T
out

Independent 
filmmaking at 

Wash. U.

Senior fi lm majors Alex Jensen, Jim Wolfe and Robert Panico use characters in “The Dark Knight” as part of their independent fi lm project.
COURTESY OF LANE HAURY 
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