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Washington University women’s 
soccer lost to the defending national 
champions and No. 22 Wheaton Col-
lege (Ill.) 3-0 in the third round of the 
NCAA tournament.

“We left it all on the fi eld. We 
knew what we were up against. It was 
just unfortunate that they got the fi rst 
goal. It really took us down a little,” 
junior Caryn Rosoff said.

“I don’t think anyone on our team 
was ready for the season to be over 
this weekend. At the same time, we 
have a lot to be proud of. It wasn’t a 
rebuilding year; we maintained our 
level of play. I’m so proud of all my 
teammates,” senior, co-captain Shirey 
Lane said.

The game, played at Wheaton, 
puts the No. 6 Bears fi nal record 
at 15-4-2 (6-1 UAA) and ends the 
team’s title run led by fi rst-year Head 
Coach Jim Conlon.

Wash. U. recorded just two shots 
on goal the entire match, compared to 
eight by Wheaton. The Bears could 
only muster seven shots the entire 
game compared with 22 by the Thun-
der.

After a scoreless fi rst half, the 
Thunder got on the board on the 10th 
goal of the season by Kari Klynstra 
just more than eight minutes into the 
second half. 

Conlon adjusted the team’s strate-
gy to push for the equalizing goal, but 
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The Student Life editorial 
board delineates what they 
are thankful for in this 
Monday’s staff editorial.

GOBBLE GOBBLE GOBBLE!
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Your favorite student newspaper received a 
presidential pardon this Thanksgiving holiday: 
we’re taking a production break until Wednes-
day, December 3. See you then.

www.studlife.com

 Washington University will 
begin the installation of an in-
terior cellular reception system 
within the Danforth University 
Center this week, hoping to alle-
viate network problems cited by 
many students.

  According to Andrew Ortstadt, 
the associate vice chancellor for 
information systems and technol-
ogy, the University has utilized 
Distributed Antenna Systems 
(DAS) as a solution for improving 
cellular phone coverage in spe-
cific areas of campus. DAS places 
antennas throughout an area to 
capture and relay cellular signals. 
This network connects to several 
cellular providers’ networks at a 
single point.

  Similar systems have been in-
stalled in the Knight Center, Si-
mon Hall and the parking garage 
of the Danforth University Center 
(DUC).

  “How well these cellular sig-
nals penetrate into buildings 
depends on the location of the 
transmitter, the construction of 
the building and the number of 
walls and floors that are in the 
way,” Ortstadt said. “It is not un-
usual for rooms in the middle of 
buildings, away from windows or 
below ground to have limited cel-

lular signals. Many of our build-
ings have heavy stone walls that 
tend to block radio or cellular 
signals.”

  According to a University 
press release, all licensed cellular 
service carriers in the St. Louis 
area have been invited to become 
part of the new system.

  “T-Mobile has become the first 
carrier to connect to the system, 
and T-Mobile customers are now 
able to more reliably make and re-
ceive cell calls inside these build-
ings,” the statement read. “Sprint 
plans to complete their connec-
tion to the system by the end of 
the year.”

  According to Bill Darby, di-
rector of the DUC, construction of 
the system within the DUC begins 
this week with hopes that it will 
be completed by Jan. 2009. 

  Plans to include more carriers 
in the system are currently under 
review. There are no plans to ex-
tend the system to other buildings 
on campus. 

  “We are talking to three addi-
tional carriers about connecting 
to the system,” Ortstadt said. “I 
would expect that we will con-
tinue to evaluate further imple-
mentation in places where there 
is a need for reliable multi-carrier 
coverage, but there are no other 
buildings currently scheduled.”

  Ortstadt said he was not able 

New antennas may 
improve cell service
David Messenger
Contributing Reporter 

 Washington University’s inter-
national student enrollment has kept 
up with national trends, as colleges 
around the country have been devot-
ing large amounts of resources to-
ward fi nding potential students.

  Yet, according to international 
students who were interviewed, 
Washington University is not as ag-
gressive in recruiting as other schools 
are, though other factors infl uenced 
the students’ decisions to attend the 
University.

  According to the Institute of In-
ternational Education (IIE), which 
released its “Open Doors” report 
last Monday, 623,805 international 
students enrolled in U.S. colleges 
and universities for the 2007-2008 
school year. This fi gure exceeded the 
previous record of 586,323 students 
from the 2002-2003 academic year, 
and represented a 7 percent increase 
from the 2006-2007 number.

  The University enrolls 1,597 in-
ternational students, second in the 
state to the University of Missouri 
at Columbia. International students 
comprise about 14 percent of the 
University’s approximately 11,500 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents. 

  Missouri ranked 17th in host 
states for international students.

  The Offi ce of Undergraduate Ad-
missions at the University did not 
respond to phone calls or e-mail re-
quests for comment. 

  Sophomore Ian Chui, an interna-
tional student from Hong Kong, said 
his decision to attend the University 
was infl uenced by the University’s 

ranking and advice from his high 
school counselor. Chui also said that 
many other schools had sent recruit-
ers to the area as well.

  “I saw a lot of representatives 
from other schools. There’s a big 
market in Hong Kong of students 
trying to go to [American] schools,” 
Chui said.

  According to Chui, about 80 
percent of graduates from his high 
school went on to attend college in 
the U.S. Chui’s high school followed 
the American system of college ap-
plication, with students taking Amer-
ican standardized tests and courses in 

 WU keeps pace with 
  international student trends 

 American-style 
universities abroad 
help students gain 

edge 
John Scott
Staff Reporter

Cellists (L to R) junior Dan Brewster and freshman Austin Hope play with the Washingtion University Pops Orchestra at a concert for homeless veterans.
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 PLAYING FOR THE TROOPS 

See CELLULAR, page 3

 Washington University will of-
fer a Pluralism, Politics and Reli-
gion Program in Paris beginning 
this June, in collaboration with the 
University’s Pluralism, Politics 
and Religion Initiative.

  Students participating in the 
program will take two classes in 
France for a total of six University 
credits. The fi rst class, “Politics 
and Religion in Contemporary So-
cieties,” taught by Professor of An-
thropology John Bowen, will relate 
to immigration, religious pluralism 
and state politics in France and the 
rest of the European Union.

  “Politics, Religion and Art 
in Antiquity: Representations in 
Paris,” the second class, will be 
taught in the Louvre and other 
French museums by Anthropology 
and Archaeology Professor David 
Freidel. The course, which will fo-
cus on antiquity religion and poli-
tics, will allow students to travel to 

a number of cultural and historical 
sites in Paris, including the Musée 
d’Orsay, a local Catholic church, 
a newer evangelical church, the 
oldest Mosque in Paris and a syna-
gogue. 

  “[The purpose of this program] 
is to give University students a 
chance to learn on site about reli-
gion and politics in Europe,” Bo-
wen said.

  Anthropology Professor Caro-
lyn Sargent expects students to 
fi nd the program a valuable oppor-
tunity.

  “This is an opportunity to ex-
plore political and religious dy-
namics as they play out among 
the diverse populations residing 
in France today and also to inves-
tigate the political and religious 
themes refl ected in the art and ar-
chitecture of past civilizations,” 
Sargent said.

  Some students, including fresh-
man Peter Bohlen, have already 
shown interest in such issues—an 

New study abroad 
option excites students
Lauren Olens
Contributing Reporter

See TREND, page 3

See ABROAD, page 3

 Alpha Omicron Pi will be the 
seventh women’s Greek organiza-
tion to join Washington University’s 
campus, the Women’s Panhellenic 
Association announced Sunday. 

  The women’s fraternity is set to 
join campus in Spring 2009, with 
representatives coming to the Uni-
versity in one week. Alpha Omicron 
Pi (AOPi) will work with the Wom-
en’s Panhellenic Association (Pan-
hel) on a public relations campaign 
and colonization schedule over the 
coming weeks to detail the process 
of joining the Greek community. 

  Local alumnae of the fraternity 
and a full-time consultant will also 
work with Panhel to transition AOPi 

onto campus. 
  The decision this past April to 

add a seventh women’s Greek orga-
nization, according to a press release  
sent out by the Greek Life Offi ce, 
resulted from increased enrollment 
at the University, coupled with rising 
interest in the school’s sororities. 

  Panhel selected AOPi over Delta 
Delta Delta and Gamma Phi Beta, 
which also applied to be the newest 
women’s Greek organization here. 

  “Alpha Omicron Pi is an interna-
tional women’s fraternity promoting 
friendship for a lifetime, inspiring 
academic excellence and lifelong 
learning, and developing leadership 
skills through service to the fraterni-
ty and community,” the press release 
stated. 

  AOPi was founded in 1897 at 
Barnard College of Columbia Uni-
versity in New York City.  

Bears fall in NCAA tourney
Josh Goldman and 
Dan Chen
Sports Staff

Freshman Alyssa Marulli sent Wash. U. to the Sweet Sixteen with the game-clinching penalty kick against Illinois-
Wesleyan University on November 16.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

See SOCCER, page 5

AOPi to colonize WU
New women’s fraternity set to come next semester

Ben Sales
Senior News Editor

&
Scene takes a gander at the 
best ways for you to be thank-
ful—at home and away—on 
Thanksgiving day.

B-BALL 
HEATS UP
Men’s and women’s basket-
ball both fought close games 
this weekend; Sports checks 
their stats.
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A FEW DAYS OFF



Clayton Road at Skinker Blvd 
(next door to Hi-Pointe Theater)

Par Lounge

See our website:   
www.par–lounge.com  
for other specials

FREE WI-FI

GOURMET PIZZA
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

(with student or faculity ID)
with all natural ingredientsDAILY HAPPY HOUR

Open Thanksgiving Day
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Swing Night at Casa Loma
3345 Iowa Street, 7:30 p.m.
Join St. Louis Swing Dance at the Casa 
Loma Ballroom for some swinging fun 
before Turkey Day. Miss Jubilee and the 
Humdingers, as well as Everett Dean, will 
provide entertainment. Free swing dancing 
lessons will precede the fi rst set. Admission 
is $8.

Presidents of colleges cut own pay
 Many of the nation’s highest-paid college administrators are cutting their own 

salaries as colleges and universities watch their investments fall with the fi nancial 
markets.

  The Chronicle of Higher Education published its annual report on compensa-
tion for university presidents last week. Pat Callan, president of the National Center 
for Public Policy and Higher Education, said that given the current economic situa-
tion, presidents’ pay has become important in schools’ public perception.

  In an e-mail to the Washington University community, Chancellor Mark Wrigh-
ton announced that his salary will be reduced by 5 percent in January and another 5 
percent next July after news that Washington University’s endowment had declined 
by 25 percent. Wrighton’s announcement came before the Chronicle’s report was 
released.

  President of the University of Pennsylvania Amy Gutmann, one of eight univer-
sity presidents making more than $1 million in 2006 according to the report, made 
a $100,000 gift to the University to support undergraduate research.

  President of the University of Washington Mark Emmert, the second-highest 
paid president of a public university, is not taking a raise this year. Elson Floyd, 
president of Washington State University, announced that he would take a $100,000 
pay cut to help with budget problems. (John Scott)

 
Obama presents economic plan

 President-elect Barack Obama offered information on Saturday regarding his 
economic recovery plan in the weekly Democratic radio address. Obama said that 
American workers would rebuild roads and bridges, modernize schools and fi nd 
alternative energy sources for the country.

  “The plan will mean 2.5 million more jobs,” Obama said.
  Obama said that those jobs will be added by 2011. He said that the plan did not 

just address the current problems, but also long-term issues that he said have been 
ignored. Obama said that his economic team is still working out details, but he 
wants to implement the plan soon after his term begins on January 20, 2009.

  In his address, Obama said that inaction would result in millions of job losses in 
the next year. Obama signaled that he was willing to receive suggestions from both 
Democrats and Republicans and that bipartisan support would be needed to pass 
such a plan, but noted that immediate action was important.

  Obama noted that 540,000 new unemployment claims were fi led in October, the 
most in 16 years, and that new home purchases were at a 50-year low.

  Obama noted that the current economic crisis is impacting current workers, 
retirees and students trying to pay for college. The address repeated many of the 
statements that Democrats had made throughout the election. Obama is expected to 
devote more resources to domestic programs than have been allocated in previous 
years. (John Scott) 

quoteoftheday
“We say something in 
our language: If a knot 
can be opened with the 

hands, there’s no need to 
take it to the mouth.”

Thanksgiving!
The United States of America, all day
Happy Thanksgiving, hooray, hooray, 
hooray! Enjoy Turkey Day wherever you 
may fi nd yourself in the spacious skies and 
amber waves of grain of the good old US 
of A. Whether you’re at home, at Wash. 
U., or somewhere in between, make sure 
to partake in the turkey, stuffi ng, pumpkin 
pie, cranberry sauce (canned or not) and, of 
course, professional football.  Pilgrim attire 
not required. 

Monday, Dec. 1
MLR End-of-Semester Celebration
DUC 233, 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Come to the fi nal Multicultural Leaders’ 
Roundtable of the semester, and eat, listen 
to music and discuss MLR’s plans for next 
semester. Attendees may also participate in 
cookie decorating. 

Partly Cloudy
High 49

Low 29

weatherforecast
Monday 24

Abdul Jabbar Sabit, former Afghan 
attorney general

Sunny
High 42

Low 26

National Campus

 Student Life Senior News Editor 
Ben Sales sat down with former Afghan 
Attorney General Abdul Jabbar Sabit, 
who was at Washington University to 
speak to a class before fl ying to Wash-
ington, D.C.

  Next year, Sabit will run for presi-
dent in the upcoming Afghan elections. 
Here are his thoughts on domestic Af-
ghan politics, the role of the United 
States in the country and what should 
be done with Pakistan:

  Student Life: How have you liked 
Washington University so far?

  Abdul Jabbar Sabit: I like the 
campus. The class was very good. I en-
joyed it very much. They asked me very 
diffi cult questions and I was very frank 
with them. Believe me, in my message 
to them I did not conceal a single fact 
from them, nothing.

  SL: What did you focus on during 
your tenure as attorney general of Af-
ghanistan? 

  AJS: My main concern when I was 
attorney general was corruption and 
drug traffi cking. I wanted to strengthen 
the rule of law there.

  I was happy with my trips to the 

provinces, something that no attorney 
general had ever done. As you know, 
Afghanistan is a mountainous country. 
The roads are not very good, and lots 
of people have problems in remote and 
distant provinces. They do not have the 
opportunity to come to the capital and 
take problems and grievances to the 
central authorities, so I decided to go to 
the provinces and listen to the people.

  Another thing I consider an achieve-
ment is that I received petitions every 
day from all over the country. Between 
100 to 150 petitions would come ev-
ery day, and I would respond to each 
of them and solve their problems if I 
could.

  SL: Is there anything you were dis-
satisfi ed with while you were attorney 
general?

  AJS: When I wanted to prosecute 
powerful persons, I could not. This was 
very bad and I could not tolerate it. I do 
not want to mention their names. There 
were many. 

  SL: How big of a problem is cor-
ruption in the Afghani government?

  AJS: We have corruption, there 
is no doubt about that, but one thing I 
have always said in the past and I will 

say now is that we have corruption, 
but there is not as much corruption as 
people say there is. Some people exag-
gerate things.

  SL: You’re running for president in 
the upcoming Afghani elections. What 
are the main points of your platform?

  AJS: If I get elected, the fi rst thing 
that I will do is to take major steps to 
strengthen the rule of law in the country, 
to see that no one is above the law, to be 
very harsh on those people who would 
violate the law.

  On the other hand, corruption 
should be fought on all levels of the 
country, and I should bring peace to the 
country. The best way to bring peace 
to the country is negotiation, to negoti-
ate a kind of settlement in which there 
should be involved our foreign friends 
like the United States and the neighbor-
ing countries like Iran and Pakistan and 
Indonesia. And the warring faction, the 
Taliban. If Pakistan and Iran agree that 
we should have peace in Afghanistan, 
then we will have it, but if the negotia-
tion is only with the Taliban it will not 
work.

  SL: Why won’t negotiations with 
the Taliban work?

  AJS: Even if I negotiate with them, 
they will not negotiate with me. They 
will not accept the constitution of the 
state, they will not accept free elections 
and they will not accept many other 
democratic things. 

  SL: Would you be in favor of the 
United States invading Pakistan in or-
der to curb the Taliban?

  AJS: I would ask the United States 
government to put pressure on Pakistan 
to curb the Taliban. We would see what 
kind of invasion that would be. If it is 
needed, I would say yes, but if not I 
would persuade my American friends 
not to do that.

  SL: Some have criticized you for 
favoring ethnic Pashtuns while you 
were attorney general. What do you 
think prompted those claims?

  AJS: I am not a Pashtun, I am not a 
Kathar, I am not a Tajik; I am just an Af-
ghani. I have proved that. People come 
to me and tell me that I proved that; I am 
not affi liated with any of those Afghan 
groups. Those are just baseless allega-
tions.

  SL: Do you think that Afghanistan 
can stably exist as a multiethnic soci-
ety? 

  AJS: We do not have that many 
ethnic groups like, for example, Paki-
stan has, like Iran. Look at Iran. Look 
at India. Look at the United States. The 
United States can justify peace with that 
many ethnic groups in the country. Why 
shouldn’t we do that?

  SL: What should be the United 
States’ role in Afghanistan in the fu-
ture?

  AJS: The United States govern-
ment should increase its involvement 
in Afghanistan in every aspect. Every 
good thing that the president of the 
country does is attributed to the United 
States and every bad thing that is done 
by the president is blamed on the United 
States.

  If I had been in the government of 
the United States two or three years 
ago, I would have advised the authori-
ties to get deeply involved in Afghan 
affairs. I am in favor of increasing the 

military presence of the United States in 
Afghanistan.

  It’s a good idea that the United 
States and Iran should negotiate. We 
say something in our language: If a knot 
can be opened with the hands, there’s 
no need to take it to the mouth. If the 
atomic problem is solved in negotia-
tion, there’s no need for invasion.

  SL: Why should American college 
students care about what is going on in 
Afghanistan?

  AJS: The United States government 
has sent troops, billions of dollars of the 
taxpayers’ money and the people of the 
United States should know what’s go-
ing on there. That’s something the peo-
ple of the United States should know, 
how the taxpayer money is spent there, 
what their government is doing there 
and what the people of Afghanistan 
expect the government of the United 
States to do.  

Questions for... Afghan presidential candidate
Abdul Jabbar Sabit

Attorney General of Afghanistan Abdul Jabbar Sabit addresses American 
offi cials in Washington.
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Psychologist Donald Kausler, WU alum, passes away

Donald Kausler, a leading researcher in aging and memory and professor 
emeritus at the University of Missouri, died on Thursday of brain cancer at the 
age of 81. He retired in 1992 after teaching for 21 years. 

He earned his Ph.D. in psychology from Washington University at age 23.
Kausler is also known for publishing “The Graying of America,” intended 

to help readers understand the effects that aging has on memory, after he retired 
from teaching. The book is now in its third edition and is titled “The Essential 
guide to Aging in the Twenty-First Century.” He also wrote for the Scripps How-
ard News Service and was a guest on several radio shows.

Kausler was born in St. Louis on July 16, 1927. He graduated fi rst in his class 
from McKinley High School when he was 16 and spent part of his career as a 
psychologist for the U.S. Air Force. (John Scott)

THE ETERNAL FRESHMAN
SIERRA DANGERFIELD
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CELLULAR from page 1

ABROAD from page 1

In response to complaints about cell phone service, Washington 
University recently installed a system in several campus buildings to 
allow cell phone providers to direct a signal into the buildings.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY MATT LANTER

to share the financial arrange-
ments that the University has 
with the cellular providers.

  According to Ortstadt, the 
initial results of the DAS in-
stallation have been favorable.

  “The signal readings cap-
tured with RF meters and test 
phones indicate strong signals 
inside the spaces where the 
DAS is implemented,” he said.

  For those who use carri-
ers that have hooked up to the 
system, the response has been 
positive.

  “I was downstairs in the 
computer lab in Simon Hall 
and I had full service, which is 
unheard of,” freshman Jessica 
Lee, a student in the business 
school and a T-Mobile user, 
said.

  But students who use carri-
ers that have not connected to 
the DAS have reported that the 
cellular signal is still poor.

  “AT&T phone service here 
would be a legitimate reason to 
transfer out of this university,” 
freshman Sankalp Bhan said. 
“A week and a half ago, I went 
to Simon Hall to study com-
puter science and there was no 
service.”

  In addition to installing 
DAS, the University has been 
working alongside St. Louis 
area cellular providers on other 

methods to improve cellular 
signal reception throughout 
campus. In response, many cel-
lular providers have installed 
new equipment around the 
Danforth Campus and residen-
tial areas.

  According to a statement on 
the Student Technology Ser-
vices Web site, many new cell 
towers have been built on the 
South 40.

  “Verizon just completed a 
new cell site on Mudd Hall, and 
we have reports of much better 
reception by those users,” the 
statement read. “U.S. Cellular 
is installing equipment to im-
prove reception in the Village 
House, and also has a tower on 
the intramural field. AT&T has 
a proposal for new equipment 
that is currently under review.”

  The construction of these 
new towers has been effective 
in bringing about stronger cel-
lular signals.

  “When I first arrived on 
campus, Verizon service was 
almost non-existent,” freshman 
Jack Marshall said. “Since the 
tower was installed, it’s like 
night and day. Now I actually 
receive text messages in real 
time.”

  
  With additional reporting 

by Lauren Olens 

interest that will facilitate the use 
of the Pluralism, Politics and Reli-
gion Initiative (PPRI) study abroad 
program.

  “I think religion and politics 
are a pertinent [issue] in France 
because France is becoming more 
and more secular and religion is 
having a more diminished pres-
ence,” Bohlen said.

  Likewise, freshman Daniel Ru-
bin agreed that attending the pro-
gram could help tremendously in 
understanding contemporary Euro-
pean culture.

  “Paris is my favorite city and I 
look forward to learning about how 
different religions affect their po-
litical system,” Rubin said.

  While this is the fi rst year that 
PPRI has been expanded to offer 
programming for undergraduates, 
the University offers an exchange 
program between graduates from 
the French University École Pra-
tique des Hautes Études (EPHE) 
and University graduate students.

  “We currently have graduates 
at Washington University working 

together with [EPHE] students, and 
then that group will all be in Paris 
for spring semesters,” Bowen said.

  The initiative also has a strong 
presence on campus, featuring 
conferences and lectures open to 
the student body.

  This fall, Michel Wieviorka, 
a scholar from the EPHE social 
sciences department, spoke at the 

University on anti-Semitism in 
France. Later this spring, the Uni-
versity will host another confer-
ence relating to multiculturalism 
and immigration in Europe. 

  Students interested in applying 
to the summer study abroad pro-
gram should complete their appli-
cation, which includes short essays 
and a recommendation, by Dec. 8. 

English.
  The most frustrating part of Chui’s 

applications to American universi-
ties, he said, was obtaining a student 
visa. Chui added, however, that his 
counselors were experienced in the 
process and were able to help.

  Renault Young, a sophomore 
international student from Taiwan, 
had an experience similar to Chui’s. 
Young also attended an international 
high school that used an American 
curriculum.

  “We [had] AP classes, the ACT 
and SAT,” Young said. “Ninety-fi ve 
percent of the teachers in my school 
came from the United States.”

  Sixty-one percent of the Univer-
sity’s international students come 
from Asia. India remains the most 
common country of origin for in-
ternational students for the seventh 
consecutive year, having overtaken 
China in the 2000-01 academic year. 

Currently, India accounts for more 
than 15 percent of foreign students in 
the U.S. China, South Korea, Japan 
and Canada complete the top fi ve.

  Saudi Arabia was the leading 
country in the Middle East, ranked 
ninth for countries of origin for in-
ternational students across the United 
States. Although American univer-
sities have seen a sharp drop in the 
number of students coming from the 
Middle East in recent years due to in-
creased visa restrictions for students, 
the number of Saudi students at U.S. 
institutions has more than tripled 
since 2005, driven in part by schol-
arships provided to students by the 
Saudi government.

  Business and management are the 
most common fi elds of study for in-
ternational students nationwide, with 
20 percent majoring in those fi elds. 
Engineering ranked second with 17 
percent.

  According to the report, study 
abroad for U.S. students also contin-
ued to grow, with nearly a quarter mil-
lion U.S. students enrolled in study 
abroad programs. Although most 
students chose to study abroad in Eu-
rope, other destinations such as Chi-
na, India and some South American 
countries have become increasingly 
popular with American students.

  The University ranked 26th in 
terms of the percentage of students 
participating in study abroad pro-
grams, with more than 36 percent of 
students studying overseas at some 
point during their undergraduate ca-
reers.

  Many schools noted that bringing 
international students to their cam-
puses benefi ts them by enriching their 
campus. Such universities benefi t fi -
nancially, with international students 
bringing an additional $15 billion 
into the economy each year. 

TREND from page 1

Jireh’s brings together community, 
campus for Thanksgiving meal
Eliza Adelson
Staff Reporter

 For many students at Washington 
University, Thanksgiving is a time 
for family, a rest before the crunch of 
fi nals and a much-anticipated home-
cooked meal. But for others in the St. 
Louis community, Thanksgiving is 
a reminder of the coming winter and 
hard economic times.

  University students had the op-
portunity to give hundreds of these St. 
Louis locals in need a Thanksgiving 
dinner at Jireh’s fi fth annual Thanks-
giving dinner at the West End Commu-
nity Center in St. Louis on Thursday, a 
week before the national holiday.

  According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, in 2008 11 percent of the 
population in the metropolitan area of 
St. Louis lives in poverty, while 22.4 
percent of the population in the central 
city area lives in poverty. Jireh’s pro-
vides relief to this sector of the popula-
tion at times when many are in need of 
something to be thankful for.

  This year, the group served 250 
people, 150 more than the number at-
tending the fi rst Jireh’s meal in 2004. 
The Thanksgiving dinner program 
featured a sit-down meal, performanc-
es by youth who attend the community 
center, music, a raffl ing of turkeys and 
a bag of Thanksgiving-related grocer-

ies for each child in attendance.
  The Congress of the South 40 and 

Lock and Chain Honorary hosted a 
potluck dinner as a fundraiser for the 
event, and the Offi ce of Student Ac-
tivities and the African and African-
American Studies department were 
also major fi nancial donors. The pro-
gram has been building a base of spon-
sors through grassroots efforts since its 
establishment.

  Founded in 2004 by then-under-
graduate student Katrina Marshall, 
Jireh’s was initially established as an 
ad hoc committee in the Association 
of Black Students (ABS). The name 
Jireh’s comes from Jehovah Jireh, 
which means “The Lord will provide,” 
a biblical reference to Genesis 22:14.

  Due to Jireh’s goal of growing be-
yond the St. Louis community and be-
coming a non-profi t organization, the 
group has separated from ABS. While 
ABS still provides Jireh’s resources 
in the form of volunteers at the din-
ner, other organizations such as small 
businesses, churches and individuals 
in the St. Louis community provide 
all other resources, including fi nances 
and food.

  According to Marshall, all of the 
program’s donors began through per-
sonal contacts in the area, including 
those with cooking skills and those 
who were willing to help the cause.

  Marshall is still involved with the 

group, and as a part of its expansion as 
a non-profi t, she plans to make Jireh’s 
a year-round contributor to the St. 
Louis community.

   “We can get help from places 
like Einstein’s Bagels, because they 
understand that times are really hard 
now and it’s really been good to see 
how people in big organizations have 
big hearts too,” junior Njaimeh Njie, 
who volunteered at the event this year, 
said.

  Kathryn Brown, a sophomore who 
participated in the event both last year 
and this year, said that she may have 
gotten more out of the event than the 
people they fed did.

  “I think we all went into the event 
thinking that we were going to help 
them, to lift their spirits, and it was 
interesting how as the night went on 
I began to think the exact opposite,” 
Brown said. “I would say that through 
my interactions with the families that 
were there, I actually got more out of 
the night then they did.”

  Brown added that support was 
mutual between the dinner’s attendees 
and volunteers this year.

  “Several of the women told me 
how proud they were to see an Af-
rican-American woman attending 
Washington University, and to stay 
strong. I wasn’t expecting them to be 
encouraging me; I thought if anything 
I’d encourage them,” she said. 

The Louvre in Paris. Beginning in June, the University will offer a summer 
study program in France focusing on Pluralism, Politics and Religion.

MCT
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Giving thanks
With Thanksgiving 

approaching, the 
editorial board found 
it appropriate to take 

a moment to refl ect on some of the 
things in our lives (big and small) that 
we’re thankful for:

Scott Bressler
Online Editor

1. My family and friends who are so 
supportive and always there for me.

2. My wonderful girlfriend who 
amazes me every day and encourages 
me to try new things.

3. My professors who work tire-
lessly to make my courses both fun and 
informative.

4. Oil that is less than $50 a barrel 
and cheap gas, even if it is indicative of 
the economic crisis.

5. Black Friday sales.

Indu Chandrasekhar
Associate Editor

1. I am thankful that my friends and 
family are healthy and happy, and that 
I get to be part of making their lives 
healthier and happier.

2. I am thankful that despite the hun-
dreds of ways to chat with my friends 
online, they will still write letters to me if 
I send them snail mail.

3. The Danforth University Center 
food court’s delicious Indian food this 
month.

4. Earl Grey tea—thank you, dear 
Earl, for keeping me awake when I need 
you the most.

5. Finally, Gmail themes for keeping 
my eyes interested while I stare at my 
e-mail all day long! 

Tess Croner
Forum Editor

1. I’m thankful to not be living on  
the South 40 this year.

2. Amy’s burritos.
3. Cheap bowling on Tuesday nights.
4. My roommates.
5. Leaves that change color.

Sam Guzik
Editor in Chief

1. A student body that proved this 

year that it is politically aware and 
engaged—campus was more charged 
this semester than I’ve ever seen it be-
fore, which was an amazing feeling and 
something to strive for every day.

2. A major (English) that lets me read 
for homework books that I’ve always 
craved to read for fun.

3. The University facilities and 
maintenance staff who work tirelessly on 
a day-to-day basis—even when I leave 
the Student Life offi ce at 4 a.m., they are 
awake making campus look as perfect as 
it always is.

4. My family and my friends, new 
and old, who put up with my long hours 
in the Student Life offi ce—I depend on 
their invaluable advice and support and 
am in their gratitude every day.

   5. An amazing staff at Student Life 
that makes my job easy, rewarding and 
fun—without each staff member, this job 
wouldn’t be worth it.

Bill Hoffman
Forum Editor

1. I’m thankful that, in a world where 
so many people are undernourished, I 
have enough to eat.

2. The third season of “Dexter.”
3. My girlfriend.
4. Friends and family.
5. I get to go to Wash. U.

Brian Krigsher
Copy Chief

1. I am thankful for all of the student 
groups, their leaders and their members 
who devote so much time and passion to 
their organizations.

2. The groundskeepers and mainte-
nance workers, who work so hard and 
go unnoticed too often.

3. All of the social events on campus.
4. Punctuation.
5. (Relatively) late hours of food 

service on campus.

Aditya Sarvesh
Forum Editor

1. Pop-Tarts.
2. The Metro System.
3. Best Buy.
4. My scanner.
5. “Tropic Thunder.”

David Song
Managing Editor 

   1. The maintenance staff in the 
Danforth University Center and on the 
rest of campus, whose long labor some-
times seems invisible.

   2. Coursework that challenges and 
improves my faculties.

   3. My family for supporting me 
through school.

   4. The professors in the English 
department for helping me with graduate 
school.

   5. Brilliant reporters and writers on 
staff, whose work makes up the material 
of Student Life. 

Michelle Stein
Senior Scene Editor

1. I’m thankful for the chance to go 
home and see my family over break.

2. Random conversations I have with 
my roommates when I should be doing 
my homework.

3. Gchat and AIM, which let me talk 
to my brother, my cousin and my TA at 
the same time.

4. Mine and my family’s relative 
health.

5. For my ability to go abroad next 
spring.

Brian Stitt
Managing Editor

1. The Student Life staff for doing 
everything I used to.

2. The Hi pointe.
3. Scientifi c advancements in the 

fi eld of energy production.
4. Gmail.
5. Another six months I have to 

look for a job in this wintery economic 
climate.

Jill Strominger
Senior Forum Editor

1. I’m thankful to be living in the 
United States, a country that gives its 
citizens the respect and freedom to par-
ticipate in electing the government that 
will determine the laws they will live by.

2. The many Americans who are so 
dedicated to the cause of freedom that 
they are fi ghting abroad in the military or 
at home fi ghting for the cause of justice.

3. The chance to spend four years 
with a genuinely talented and caring 
group of peers, considering thoughts 
and issues at a University that truly chal-
lenges its students.

4. The professors in the Philosophy 
department. They have always been 
available and encouraging while helping 
me work through challenging material 
throughout my four years at Wash. U.

5. The researchers at the medi-
cal school who give me hope that my 
chronic illness might be cured one day.

Dennis Sweeney
Forum Editor

1. That you can break rules with 
impunity, if you are good at it.

2. That there are enough things in 
the world to discover something new 
every day, like a nook in the library or 
weird bugs.

3. Calvin and Hobbes.
4. The opportunity to appreciate and 

embrace the struggle.
5. Weather.

Tricia Wittig
Forum Editor

1. I am thankful for the Verizon cell 
phone tower in Mudd. Only three years 
too late!

2. The diligent and respectful studiers 
of Olin Level B, the only place in the 
library that is truly quiet.

3. My landlord, who has replaced 
or fi xed four electrical appliances and 
resolved three maintenance issues in the 
last three months.

4. Podcasts. My only inspiration for 
walking to campus in 30-degree weather.

5. My wonderful boyfriend, who 
drove 9 hours to the colder weather 
of Michigan just so that I could spend 
Thanksgiving at home with my family!

Trisha Wolf
Managing Editor 

1. My friends and family.
2. Student Life’s incredible new 

offi ce.
3. The great speakers brought to 

campus this semester.
4. Election/debate fun on campus.
5. The fact that I live far from 

construction.

SAM WASHBURN  EDITORIAL CARTOON

Obamaholics 
anonymous

Hi. My name is Eve. I am 
a recovering Obama-
holic. 

They say the fi rst 
step is admitting that you have a 
problem, so at least I am on the road 
to recovery. Given the depth of my 
addiction, however, the rest will not 
be easy. 

As of last count, I have 23 differ-
ent Obama-related posters, signs and 
pictures hanging on my dorm room 
wall. I also have another poster 
rolled up in the corner, waiting for 
some available wall space. 

I fi nally erased the election 
countdown from my whiteboard 
yesterday. It was painful, but I knew 
that I needed to move on. Does 
starting an inauguration countdown 
qualify as progress?

I keep checking fi vethirtyeight.
com and RealClearPolitics obses-
sively out of habit, only to fi nd that 
the latest polling updates have been 
replaced by endless speculation 
about Obama’s cabinet picks. 

I have also noticed a lot of 
speculation about the dog. Ever 
since Obama made his election night 
promise to give Malia and Sasha a 
new puppy, I have been forced to 
watch tough, hard-hitting journalists 
devolve into warm and fuzzy dog 
enthusiasts. As someone who loathes 
dogs, that was not what I had in 
mind when I talked about improving 
our nation’s political discourse. 

But as much as I am troubled by 
the national focus on the Obamas’ 
greyhound versus Labrador debate, I 
am much more concerned about the 
political discourse on our campus. 

First of all, it needs to continue. I 
applaud the many Wash. U. students 
and groups who worked tirelessly to 
encourage political debate during the 
election season. That work should 
not end simply because the polls 
have closed. 

But while the enthusiasm of the 
past few months has been admirable, 
the tone of our discourse has not. 
This semester’s Student Life col-
umns and comments have detailed 
countless anecdotes of conservative 
oppression on campus. The intoler-
ance that students have described 
is inexcusable and campus liberals 
should be ashamed that such inci-
dents have occurred at our school.

Liberals, do not color on con-
servative posters. Conservatives, 
likewise, please try not to insult 
the patriotism of Iraq War protest-
ers. Didn’t we learn this stuff in 

preschool?
Political debate should be fun 

and it should sharpen our ideas and 
test various policies. It should not be 
so personal.

If you have found any of my 
columns this semester to be fl ippant 
or dismissive, I apologize; yet, I do 
not believe that provoking debate is 
not necessarily offensive. Just as my 
hatred of dogs does not make me the 
Antichrist, belief in misguided poli-
cies does not make conservatives 
evil zealots. 

At the end of the day, I want a 
world full of peace, prosperity and 
freedom. That may be a lofty goal, 
but it is not a controversial one. I 
believe that all people are created 
equal, that human life is sacred and 
that we should strive to give every 
child a chance to succeed. If we 
can agree on these basic principles, 
nothing else matters. The rest of the 
debate is not about values; it is about 
logistics. 

If given a choice between lower 
taxes and more funding for educa-
tion, for example, I would probably 
choose to increase funding for 
education. Yet I also think that taxes 
should be low, and you probably 
like education. Maybe you think 
lower tax rates will increase overall 
revenue. Maybe you even think that 
lower taxes are more important. We 
can have different priorities and yet 
share the same goals. 

Respectful political discourse 
is important. I need to hear about 
the value of charter schools lest I 
remain corrupted by tax-and-spend 
liberals who have sold their bleeding 
hearts to the teachers’ unions. You 
need to hear about the limitations of 
offshore drilling before you worship 
the crazy right-wing ideologues who 
think that global warming is a myth 
and that humans once roamed the 
earth with dinosaurs. 

Neither of us will learn if we 
scream at each other mindlessly. We 
also cannot learn if we stay silent.

After all, one of us might actu-
ally have some power one day. We 
should use this time to challenge 
ourselves to dream up the best 
possible policies to implement 
when that day comes. Now that the 
election is over, winning should be 
secondary. 

I think the next step of the 
Obamaholic recovery program is 
to embrace the lack of horse-race 
coverage and brush up on the issues. 
Anyone up for some debate?

Eve Samborn
Staff Columnist

What time is it?

It seems only yesterday that 
I was getting ready to move 
into the dorms, excited to 
begin my college life. Today, 

I registered for my classes for the 
spring of 2009. Where has the 
semester gone? Very few people 
will disagree with me that time 
seems to fl y by much faster than 
it did a few years ago. Days that 
blur into weeks blur into months 
blur into years, and before you 
know it, four years have fl own 
by you. 

There are never enough hours 
in the day to do everything: to 
take a nap, to fi nish tons of work 
before 1 a.m., to read a good 
book. Where is it all going? 
Nowhere, of course. According to 
some, it’s all about perception.   

There are several ideas on 
how we perceive time, and why it 
is that time seems to move faster. 
The fi rst is proportional time, 
which states that we perceive 
time as a proportion of our lives. 
For instance, a year in a child’s 
life is a much greater percentage 
than a year in an elderly life. So 
essentially, the older we get, the 
greater the sense that we are run-
ning out of time, and hence the 
feeling that everything is going 
way too fast.

Another concept, complex 
time, states that as we get older, 
we have much more to do than as 
children, hence the feeling that 
there is not enough time to ac-
complish all our tasks. However, 
this does not explain the experi-
ences of those of us who have a 
lot of time on our hands and still 

feel like our fi ve-hour nap went 
by much too quickly.

Finally, routine time states that 
as we get older, we cultivate a 
set of established practices which 
develop into a routine. The repeti-
tiveness of the same mechanical 
tasks provides little stimulation 
for the brain; if instead we did 
something new every day, time 
would not seem to go as fast. This 
is also a faulty argument, because 
the fact that I have to attend some 
not-so-fun classes everyday does 
not make them go any faster!

One can agree or argue with 
all these postulations, but the 
fact of the matter is that, while 
we ponder on this phenomenon, 
the hours still turn into days into 
weeks into months. 

So, maybe time seems to 
pass quickly because our life is 
slowly ebbing away, or maybe it’s 
because we’re all procrastinators, 
and we feel pressured because 
we leave all our work to the last 
minute. Or maybe we are too set 
in our daily routines. Maybe it’s 
a combination of all of the above, 
and maybe it’s none.

When you really think about 
it all, it hardly matters, because 
while we ponder and hypothesize, 
the hours still blur into days blur 
into weeks blur into months. The 
most important thing is maybe 
not so much to try to slow down 
time, but rather to take advantage 
of whatever time we have. Instead 
of complaining, maybe we should 
seize the moment that is now, and 
live to our fullest, every hour, 
every day.    

Eve is a sophomore in Arts & Sciences.  
She can be reached by e-mail at 
elsambor@wustl.edu.

Kelly Diabagate
Staff Columnist

Kelly is a freshman in Arts & Sciences.  
She can be reached by e-mail at 
diabagatekelly@yahoo.fr.

Pass the Public Service Academy Act

Using a model based on 
the fi ve military service 
academies, two Teach for 
America alumni want to 

establish the U.S. Public Service Acad-
emy (USPSA), a national university, as 
their vision of a symbolic and substan-
tive training ground for civilian leaders.  

After an intense four-year 
education, graduates would repay the 
nation with fi ve years of service. The 
government would post them wherever 
the country needed them as foreign 
language specialists, teachers or other 
vital public sector jobs. In March 2007, 
the Academy’s leading co-sponsors, 
Senators Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) and 
Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) as well as Con-
gressmen Christopher Shays (R-Conn.) 
and James Moran (D-Va.), introduced 
legislation in Congress to create the 
USPSA. Nearly 150 members of the 
110th Congress believe in the idea of 
a USPSA enough to co-sponsor the 
legislation. (By the way, our univer-
sity’s namesake even advocated for the 

creation of a national university.)    
The USPSA may or may not have 

appealed to you as a college option, but 
America desperately needs Americans 
to support it. Besides its symbolic 
importance, the Academy will solve 
concerns about a governmental “brain 
drain,” compensate for a shrinking 
federal work force as baby boomers 
retire and prepare leaders to serve 
in the diffi cult sectors of emergency 
management, foreign affairs and health 
care. Organizations like the FBI lack 
the necessary human capital to suc-
cessfully wage the war on terror; state 
departments of education need leaders 
to create and help enact meaningful 
reform; FEMA must have competent 
management to respond to future 
emergencies. Presently, we do not do 
enough to draw promising young lead-
ers into public service.      

While opponents contend universi-
ties across the country already place an 
emphasis on public service—through 
institutions like Washington Univer-
sity’s Gephardt Institue for Public 
Service—they do not offer the com-
prehensive, intense learning and living 

environment of the proposed USPSA. 
Moreover, how often do Wash. U. al-
ums engage in a fi ve-year commitment 
to public service—let alone careers as 
public servants? Military men, women 
and their families bear a heavy burden 
in defense of our country, and I admire 
their commitment to serving the nation. 
USPSA graduates would also sacrifi ce 
years of their lives in their efforts 
to help America remain strong and 
prosperous.   

Some detractors argue the proposed 
$164 million commitment by the 
government is an inordinate fi scal com-
mitment. Why not simply increase loan 
repayment for public servants or offer 
more scholarships to existing universi-
ties? Academy co-founder Chris Asch 
offers a convincing response. On 
transitioningovernance.org, he says 
the Public Service Academy “will 
send a powerful message about the 
value we place on public service in this 
country—much the way that refusing 
to create a Public Service Academy 
(while offering fi ve military acad-
emies) sends the message that public 
service is somehow less important, less 

legitimate or less patriotic than military 
service.” While I recognize we must 
reduce our national debt and exercise 
prudence during this economic down-
turn, Congress must adopt sensible 
and effective solutions. I consider the 
USPSA—with its emphasis on produc-
ing leaders to help address priorities 
such as education, national defense and 
energy independence—a transfor-
mational idea which must become a 
reality.

The U.S. Public Service Academy 
provides a practical and symbolic solu-
tion to the missing sex appeal of public 
service. If we want the same way of 
life for future generations, we must 
take action now to support initiatives 
like the USPSA. I encourage you to 
call your congressional representatives 
and sign the online petition, expressing 
your support of an institution which 
will impact the lives of all Americans.  

Scott Friedman
Op-Ed Submission

Scott is junior in Arts & Sciences.  He can 
be reached by e-mail at slfriedmanstl@
gmail.com.  To learn more about the pro-
posal, see a list of supporters and sign the 
petition, visit uspublicserviceacademy.org.
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The women’s swimming team 
won its first meet of the season, 
and the men’s squad took second, 
falling to national power Division 
II Missouri S&T.

Amidst the smell of chlorine 
and the splashes of swimmers 
diving into the pool, Washington 
University swimmers took top 
spots and recorded season-best 
times in a multitude of events.

The Bears continued to domi-
nate in the freestyle events. Senior 
Kelly Kono, freshman Samantha 
Schulte and junior Jessica Lodew-
yk finished first, second and third 
respectively in both the 200 and 
500-yard freestyle events. Kono’s 
500 freestyle time provisionally 
qualified her for nationals. 

Freshman Karina Stridh came 
in second in both the 50- and 100-
yard freestyle, and she was edged 
by only one hundredth of a sec-
ond in the 50 free. Lodewyk and 
Schulte also captured the top two 
spots in the mile freestyle. Round-
ing out the women’s freestyle ac-
tion, Kono, Schulte, Stridh and 
sophomore Karin Underwood 
took first in the 400 relay. 

“We all train together,” Lod-
weyk said. “It’s really great to 
have that training group and have 
such good depth.”

Underwood continued her suc-
cessful weekend with a win in 
the 400-yard individual medley. 
Underwood and classmate Claire 
Henderson had a one-two finish 
in the 200 backstroke, and their 
finishes were reversed in the 100-
yard backstroke with Henderson 
beating out Underwood. 

“A lot of our distance swim-
mers are coming into their own,” 

co-captain senior Alyssa Pagliere 
said.

For the men, sophomore David 
Chao and senior Kevin Leckey 
both clocked in at 21.66 seconds 
in their second place finish in the 
50-yard freestyle. Chao, class-
mate Kartik Anjur and Leckey 
took first, second and third in the 
200 freestyle event. The three 
Bears teamed with senior Alex 
Beyer to take the top spot in the 
400-yard freestyle relay. 

Leckey, Chao, senior Charles 
Stewart and junior Dan Arteaga 
put up a great effort in the 200-
yard freestyle relay. Trailing 
by more than a second, Chao 
launched into the pool and tore 
through the water to catch up. De-
spite winning his leg by .25 sec-
onds, the Missouri S&T lead was 
just too formidable to overtake.

Beyer took first in the 500-
yard and second in the mile free-
style, setting provisional qualify-
ing times in both events. 

“He beat the B-cut by 18 sec-
onds and absolutely smashed it,” 
Stewart said. 

The Red and Green also im-
proved in the relay events. In its 
last meet, the results for three of 
Wash. U.’s relays were not count-
ed due to false starts. 

“We were all legal the entire 
time this meet,” Stewart said. 
Both the men’s and women’s 
teams took second in the 200-yard 
free and 200-yard medley relays.

The upcoming Thanksgiving 
break won’t be a complete vaca-
tion for the Red and Green, as the 
swimmers have exercises to do in 
preparation for the Wheaton Invi-
tational on Dec. 5 and 6. 

“[The team plans on] resting, 
lighter yardage, lighter lifting 
and mentally focusing,” Lodewyk 
said. “We have to try not to eat 
too much turkey.”

Women swim 
to fi rst, men 
take second at 
Invitational
Johann Qua Hiansen
Sports Editor

The Washington University wom-
en’s basketball team fought hard to 
erase a 14-point second half defi cit 
but fell to No. 10 Illinois Wesleyan 
University 72-69 in the championship 
game of the Tip-Off Tournament at the 
University Field House on Saturday.

The fi rst half saw no team lead by 
more than six points, and both teams 
shot more than 40 percent from the 
fi eld. Sophomore Kathryn Berger led 
the charge with 11 of her career-high 
19 points in the fi rst half, with six other 
players chipping in for 32 fi rst-half 
points.

For the Titans, Christina Solari and 
Hope Schulte led the fi rst-half attack 
with 19 of the team’s 35 points. Solari 
took care of the inside scoring while 
Schulte was 3-3 from behind the arc.

While the second half ultimately 
fi nished even, the Red and Green had 
to fi ght to narrow a defi cit that grew 
from three to 14 in slightly more than 
four minutes of play. Berger, junior 
Zoë Unruh and senior Halsey Ward 
each led the team with eight second-
half points to help narrow the gap to 
two points with 34 seconds remaining 
in the game.

 “We played well the last 10 min-
utes of the second half. We didn’t come 
out with intensity on defense for the 
fi rst 10 minutes, and that’s what got 
us behind. They went on a run, and we 
just couldn’t answer,” senior Shanna-
Lei Dacanay said.

A Solari free throw made the score 
72-69, and a desperation heave by 

sophomore Alex Hoover from half 
court clanked off the rim to end the 
game.

Unruh and Ward also scored in 
double fi gures for the Bears with 12 
and 11 points respectively, and while 
senior Jaimie McFarlin only scored 

eight points, she grabbed six rebounds 
and created opportunities for her team-
mates to score.

“A lot of time, they would double 
Jaimie, so I was able to get open. You 
just need to be confi dent and take [the 
shot],” Berger said. She was 8-12 from 

the fl oor.
The Titans, powered by 21 points 

from Solari and 13 from Schulte, out-
rebounded Wash. U. 40-29 and capital-
ized on second and third opportunities 
on the offensive end.

“It was all on us. We have to box 
out our man. We didn’t do that, but we 
can only look forward from this,” Da-
canay said. 

Illinois Wesleyan went 2-0 against 
ranked teams in the tournament after 
defeating No. 3 DePauw University 
77-76 in its opening game. The Bears 
crushed Central College 90-48 to start 
their tournament behind 12 points from 
senior Janice Evans, 11 from Unruh 
and 10 from Berger. 

Illinois Wesleyan was the fi rst ma-
jor test for the No. 6 Bears, and the 
game showed where improvements 
are needed.

“We had some bright moments on 
offense. We didn’t always execute, but 
there were times when we did what we 
had to do. We defi nitely have a lot to 
work on, but it went pretty smoothly,” 
Dacanay said.

“During the second 10 minutes of 
the second half, we picked it up on the 
rotations, getting out to cover the three-
point shooters and boxing out. Second 
and third shots are what kill you on de-
fense,” Berger said.

The 2-1 Bears continue their home 
stand with the Eighth Annual McWil-
liams Classic on Thanksgiving week-
end. The team will face Whittier Col-
lege Saturday at 3 p.m. after Johns 
Hopkins University battles Carthage 
College at 1 p.m. The consolation and 
championship games will be Sunday 
afternoon.

Bears fall short against IWU
Josh Goldman
Senior Sports Editor

The Washington Univeristy-
women’s squad ended its season 
this past weekend, taking 12th 
place at the NCAA Division III 
Championships. The champion-
ship was held at the L.S. Ay-
ers Sports Complex in Hanover, 
Ind. on Saturday, Nov. 22. This 
season’s finish fell short of last 
year’s school-best third place fin-
ish. Saturday’s race was the fifth 
straight appearance for the Lady 
Bears in the NCAA Champion-
ship meet. 

Sophomore Taryn Surtees an-
chored the women’s team, fin-
ishing 30th out of 279 runners. 
Surtees finished with a time of 
21:36.03 in the 6K race. All run-
ners who finish in the top 35 earn 
U.S. Track and Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association All-
American honors. This rounded 
out an impressive year for Sur-
tees, who recently finished first in 
the conference meet. 

“For nationals we had almost 
everyone healthy. We came a 
long ways from the beginning of 
the season,” Surtees said. “It was 
good to be at nationals. We got a 
lot of experience for the freshmen 
and sophomores. It will be really 

important next year when hope-
fully we will return.” 

Surtees was followed by fresh-
man Elizabeth Phillips, junior 
Molly Schlamb, graduate student 
Hope Rathnam and freshman Eri-
ca Jackey, who placed 82nd, 102, 
158th and 174th respectively. “We 
have several of our best athletes 
coming off of injury. Taryn Sur-
tees has been dealing with mono 
all year, and she simply dominat-
ed the field,” Stiles said. 

Wash. U. finished 12th behind 
winner Middlebury College. How-
ever, the Lady Bears did outscore 
all  other UAA teams in the field, 
including Case Western Reserve 
and Emory University, who fin-
ished 16th and 24th, respectively. 

“[The team] graduated three 
All-Americans last year, so com-
ing into this season, we were 
not sure what we could achieve, 
but all the girls stepped up and 
worked hard all season, and it 
showed,” Rathnam said. 

The women’s team fortunately 
will not be losing a lot of mem-
bers, as sophomores and juniors 
anchor the team. “It was not a 
perfect race,” Surtees said.

“We came into the meet an in-
experienced team, and we leave 
a much better team,” Stiles said.  
“Next year, we can be a ‘nasty’ 
team and potentially [be] the best 
team in school history.”

Women’s 
cross country 
ends year 12th
Dani Wald
Sports Reporter

The No. 1 Washington University 
men’s basketball team improved to 3-0 
this season with an 87-82 victory over 
No. 2 Augustana College before a sell-
out crowd of 2,257 on Saturday night 
in Rock Island, Ill.

Junior Zach Kelly, fi lling the role of 
starting center for the Bears with the n 
of 2008 d3hoops.com National Player 
of the Year and Jostens Trophy recipi-
ent Troy Ruths, had a career night, re-
cording his fi rst career double-double 
with 18 points and 10 rebounds.

Kelly, whose previous career high 
was eight points against North Park 
University last Saturday, was 7-10 
from the fi eld and 4-6 from the foul 
line. Five of his 10 rebounds came on 
the offensive glass.

“We’ve all known that Zach had it 
in him,” point guard Sean Wallis said. 
“Obviously, there’s been so much talk 
about how we’d be without Troy, and I 
think he really showed that our center 
position is something that isn’t a weak-
ness on our team this year and can re-
ally be a strength for us.” 

“We need that out of him, and I 
think we’re going to come to expect 
that out of him,” junior small forward 
Cameron Smith said. “We have confi -
dence that he’s going to keep that up 
the rest of the season. Maybe not 18 
and 10, but just being a solid contribu-
tor.”

For the second straight game, ju-
nior shooting guard Aaron Thomp-
son led the Red and Green in scoring. 
Thompson netted 26 points on 10-18 
shooting, including 5-9 from three-
point range. Senior power forward 
Tyler Nading added 19 points and six 
rebounds.

“Those guys had huge games, and 
in big games, we expect that kind of 
performance out of them,” Smith said.

Once again, Wash. U. jumped 
out to an early lead on the strength 
of three pointers by Thompson. He 
nailed back-to-back long-range shots 

early on to put the Bears up 11-7, and 
a three by Smith gave Wash. U. a 14-9 
advantage.

The score remained tight as the fi rst 
half came to a close. A three with two 
seconds left in the half by Chandolor 
Collins, who before the game delayed 
its start by 30 minutes after breaking 
a rim during warm-ups, put Augustana 
up 40-39 heading into halftime.

The Bears committed nine turn-
overs in the fi rst 10 minutes of the 
second half against Augustana’s pres-
sure defense, allowing the Vikings’ 
lead to jump to 63-55 on a Collins 
dunk. However, Collins was then is-
sued a technical foul for slapping the 
backboard, and the Red and Green 
responded with 10 consecutive free 
throws to jump ahead 65-63 with 7:28 
remaining. A three-pointer and lay-up 
by Thompson capped a 15-2 Bears run 
to increase the lead to 70-65.

With 21.3 seconds remaining, Jus-
tin Bertrand hit a lay-up to knot the 
score at 74-74. A three-pointer by Nad-
ing was short, and an ensuing 10-footer 
from Smith at the buzzer also missed, 
sending the game to overtime.

In the overtime session, Kelly 
scored two early buckets to give Wash. 
U. an 80-78 lead. After a Thompson 
three-pointer made it 84-80, Matt 
Pelton hit a jumper for the Vikings 
to make it 84-82. A free throw from 
Thompson and two more from Wallis 
sealed the victory for the Bears.

“I thought we all played really 
well,” Nading said. “It was a very nice 
win to get in their place in a very fun 
atmosphere. We pulled it [out] togeth-
er and did what we needed to do to get 
the win.”

“I thought we responded really 
well for playing such a tough team in 
our fi rst real big test of the season,” 
Wallis said. “It was a great win for us 
against a very good team on the road in 
a really tough environment.”

Wash. U. returns to action on 
Friday at 6 p.m. (ET) against 2008 
NCAA qualifi er Aurora University at 
the Anderson University Tournament 
in Anderson, Ind.

Bears take out Augustana
Scott Drattell
Sports Reporter

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Junior Zach Kelly goes for the tip-off to start overtime on November 8 
against UMSL. Kelly recorded his fi rst career double-double with 18 points 
and 10 rebounds to help No. 1 Wash. U. defeat No. 2 Augustana 87-82 in 
overtime.

JOSH GOLDMAN | STUDENT LIFE

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Sophomore Kathryn Berger drives to the hoop against Central College on 
Friday night. Berger led the team Saturday with 19 points.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE
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CROSS COUNTRY

SWIMMING

Wheaton took advantage with an in-
surance goal from Erin Hodina in the 
79th minute. A fi nal goal in the 90th 
minute gave Wheaton its 3-0 victory.

“Overall it was a successful sea-
son, especially with the transition to 
a new coach. We really united as a 
team more than ever before,” Rosoff 
said.

“I just think everyone played re-
ally well. In general, we played our 
hearts out. Unfortunately, we didn’t 
go as far as we wanted to, but the sea-

son was successful,” senior Kristen 
Hilligoss said.

The 2008 season brought with it 
a third straight UAA title and NCAA 
tournament birth. Junior Libby Held, 
senior Caitlin Malone and Rosoff 
earned fi rst-team all UAA honors 
while junior Becca Heymann earned 
second-team honors.

Senior goalkeeper Amanda Boe, 
freshman Lee Ann Felder and junior 
Carter Schwarberg all earned hon-
orable mention all-UAA accolades. 

Boe was also named First-Team Aca-
demic All-American by ESPN The 
Magazine.

The team graduates eight seniors 
but retains leading goal scorers Ro-
soff and Felder.

“It’s hard for me as a senior to 
think that it’s really all over. But we 
[the seniors] are going to stay as in-
volved as possible,” Lane said.

“The junior class all played really 
well in the game on Friday. I have no 
doubt on their abilities and our poten-

tial to go further next year,” Hilligoss 
said.

The team will look to add its 
fourth consecutive UAA title and 
NCAA tournament berth next season 
but also to improve on this season’s 
fi nish.

“Our goals for next year are go-
ing to be pretty much the same. Every 
year, we want to improve and go far-
ther in the tournament. The number 
one thing on everyone’s mind is the 
national championship,” Rosoff said.
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Ah, Thanksgiving, the holiday of 
too much. Too much food, too much 
time at home, too much family, too 
much non-productivity. But you can 
never have too much of a bad thing. 

So, to help you get through this 
week, I’ve comprised a list of memo-
rable movie scenes that take place at 
the dinner table; they’re guaranteed to 
at least challenge the awkwardness, hi-
larity and outright horror of the real-life 
ones you’re sure to experience. Here’s 
a selection of the top three (see all 10 at 
studlife.com/cadenza), some grouped 
together by a paper-thin commonal-
ity, but all certain to lift your holiday 
spirits, or at least sate your appetite for 
dysfunction for a year.

 3. “The Texas Chainsaw Mas-
sacre,” “Beetlejuice,” “Alien,” 
“Eraserhead” and “Dead Alive”—the 
gross-out group. Succinctly, in “The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” one 
young woman fi nds herself dining 
with her captors. The family is a lot 
of disgusting inbred psychos. The real 
horror sets in when she realizes she 
is the main course and some of the 
family members help the patriarch kill 
her. “Beetlejuice” features one of the 
biggest “WTF?” moments ever, when 
the dinner guests, including Catherine 
O’Hara and Jeffrey Jones, break into a 
rendition of “Day-O.” Have fun ever 
eating lobster again. “Alien” features 
my favorite regurgitation scene in 
fi lm. My brother has had a lot of fun 
re-enacting this one at dinner. This is 
the perfect thing to think about after 
eating too much turkey. A scene in 
David Lynch’s incomprehensible 

and entirely disturbing “Eraserhead” 
embodies my fear of an undercooked 
meal and avian fl u. In the most disgust-
ing of these scenes, a man dines with 
his mother and her friends. And here’s 
the catch of Peter Jackson’s disgusting 
“Dead Alive”: The mother is a zombie. 
During one scene, her body starts to 
fall apart. It’s too grotesque to ever 
describe. The fi lm is campy B-horror 
gold, but it is the most disgusting fi lm 
I have ever seen. Always look at your 
custard when you’re eating.

2. “American Beauty.” In Alan 
Ball’s suburban satire, Lester Burnham 
comes home to his hysterical wife 
and estranged daughter after quitting 
his job. The setup and even some of 
the line deliveries make the scene feel 
genuine, but the bitter, harsh sarcasm 
elevates into a hilarious and sad scene 
at the dinner table, where everyone in 
the family talks about their day. This 
scene features another one of my all-
time favorite lines: “Somebody please 
pass me the asparagus.” (It’s better in 
context.) Kevin Spacey displays why 
he has two well-deserved Oscars, and 
Annette Bening shows that she really 
deserved one for this fi lm.

1. “The Gold Rush.” In Charlie 
Chaplin’s hilarious silent classic, his 
trademark character The Tramp hosts 
several women in his cabin for dinner. 
A social outcast, he makes several 
provisions to try to impress them. 
Doubting if any of these are working, 
The Tramp performs The Oceana Roll 
with two forks and two dinner rolls. 
The sequence, shot in a single take, is 
impressive, hilarious and triumphant. 
This is The Tramp’s act of desperation 
to impress his dinner guests. It is a hit 
and a classic scene. Johnny Depp had 
to learn the trick for his fi lm “Benny 

and Joon,” and said it was the hardest 
thing he’s ever had to do in a fi lm. 

Yeah, that’s coming from Sweeney 
Todd. 

 Memorable dinner table scenes

Thanksgiving is an opportunity for 
us to come together and share our grat-
itude. Unless you’re famous. Then you 
might want to take the lead from these 
entertainers’ acceptance speeches: 
Why not use this beautiful opportunity 
to express your thanks to instead pick 
fi ghts with ambiguously-gay Brits, act 
like King Kong or declare yourself 
the Greatest Entertainer of the Last 
1,000 Years? Here’s a sampling of the 
top three acceptance speeches, almost 
none of them about giving thanks. 

3. British Pop Stars Want to 
Punch/Donkey Punch One Another

Liam Gallagher (of Oasis) and 
Robbie Williams (of no fewer than 
29 “Now That’s What I Call Music” 
albums) have been taking jabs at each 
other via Brit Awards acceptance 

speeches since 2000. Gallagher do-
nated the Q-shaped award to Williams, 
using clever wordplay to insinuate 
that Williams was “Q”ueer because 
he’s been quoted saying that he would 
have sex with a man to save the life of 
a rabbit, while ignoring the fact that 
Williams has also had recurring sex 
with Rachel Hunter (Stacy’s mom) 
without any threat to small woodland 
creatures.

Williams responded by challeng-
ing Gallagher to a boxing match, 
presumably because he imagined that 
Gallagher would be too worn-out by 
continually riding the coattails of his 
vastly more talented brother Noel to 
put up a good fi ght. Alas, the contest 
never came to fruition, and Williams 
has since expressed a desire to just hug 
it out, where “hug” means “shag.” And 
he’s serious, saying, “I want [Gallagh-
er] to be grateful for it.” That should 
shut Gallagher’s homophobia up.

2. Oscar Snobs Boo Brando’s 

Peaceful Indian
The crowd at the 1973 Academy 

Awards was not pleased by Marlon 
Brando’s attempt to shine a light on 
negative Hollywood stereotypes of 
American Indians. Brando boycotted 
the affair and sent Native American 
spokeswoman Sasheen Littlefeather 
to refuse his Best Actor Oscar for his 
work in “The Godfather.” Instead, the 
austere and gracious Littlefeather, in 
full Apache garb, stressed the impor-
tance of depicting Native Americans 
with respect in movies and television.

…And the Hollywood elites booed 
her. If we can’t trust the liberal, gay 
and Jew-run media to further minority 
rights, I don’t know to whom we can 
turn.

1. Michael Jackson is Disillu-
sioned, Britney Spears is Confused, 
Bears Defecate in Forested Areas

In 2002, Michael Jackson turned 
44 on the day of the VMAs, and MTV 
gave him a token birthday statuette. 

Unfortunately, Britney Spears present-
ed the gift and infamously expressed 
her personal opinion that Jacko was 
the artist of the millennium. Jackson 
just took this and ran with it, giving 
a heartfelt acceptance speech about 
never being able to dream of being 
crowned the Artist of the Millennium 
as a child, presumably because the 
Jackson kids were not allowed to have 
dreams on their own. Jackson ignored 
the fact that it was a bit premature to 
name the artist of the millennium just 
two years in, that Phil the Bard already 
won in 1364 for the last millennium 
and that Britney is an untrustworthy 
harpy.

For her own part, Brit just kind of 
stood around slack-jawed and para-
lyzed by confusion, not that Jackson 
was accepting an award that he didn’t 
win, but that she was, for once, not the 
most confused person on stage.

See the full list at studlife.com/
cadenza.

Top 3: terrible acceptance speeches

Nov. 4, 2008, Proposition 8 passed 
in California, along with Proposition 
102 in Arizona and Amendment 2 in 
Florida. These initiatives all sought to 
defi ne marriage as a union between 
one man and one woman. The passing 
of these initiatives disturbed support-
ers of same-sex marriage and sparked 
discussions of whether the gay rights 
movement has hit a cultural blockade. 

With the recent passages of anti-gay 
legislation, the fi lm “Milk” is as timely 
as could be. “Milk” is perhaps the 
defi nitive Hollywood fi lm about the 
gay experience. Its subject is Harvey 
Milk (Sean Penn), the fi rst openly-gay 
elected public offi cial, who was the 
city supervisor of San Francisco in the 
1970s. Milk’s life was the subject of the 
documentary “The Times of Harvey 
Milk,” which won the Oscar for Best 
Documentary Feature in 1985. 

Gus Van Sant, of more experi-
mental fi lms, directed “Milk.” Dustin 
Lance Black wrote the script, after 
having bypassed earlier efforts based 
on Randy Shilts’ book “The Mayor of 
Castro Street.” Instead, Black heavily 
researched the script by contacting 
many of those who were involved in 
Milk’s efforts in the ’70s. 

The fi lm begins in Nov. 1978, with 
Milk prophetically tape-recording his 
personal refl ections, knowing that he 
could become the victim of a political 
assassination. These scenes frame the 
fi lm, as he dictates the story of his po-

litical life from 1970 up to his untimely 
death in 1978. 

Milk’s narration begins in 1970, as 
Milk is seen picking up a man, Scott 
Smith (James Franco), on the New 
York subway on Smith’s 40th birthday. 
The lovers then move to San Francisco 
and open up a shop, Castro Camera, in 
the Castro neighborhood, which soon 
became a mecca for the 
gay community. 

After witnessing 
rampant prejudice and 
police brutality against 
gays, Milk becomes an 
activist for the gay rights 
movement. He loses several elections 
for the San Francisco Board of Supervi-
sors but eventually is elected in 1977. 
He introduced a citywide ordinance 
protecting people against being fi red 
because of their sexual orientation and 
he helped defeat legislation that would 
have removed gays from their jobs as 
teachers in public schools.

“Milk” has already been noted as 
a strong contender for the upcoming 
Oscars. Sean Penn delivers a stirring 
performance as the eponymous hero, 
which should put him in contention for 
a Best Actor Academy Award. Penn 
depicts Milk with passion, humor and 
above all, humanity. 

He uses his voice and body move-
ments to transcend his own psyche 
and get into another person’s body and 
mind. Milk, who realized that his as-
sassination was very possible, dared to 
say, “If a bullet should enter my brain, 
let it destroy every closet door.” Penn 
portrays a man who is acutely aware of 

his time on earth and whose dedication 
and bravery made huge strides for gays 
everywhere. 

Penn elicits great work from his 
fellow actors as well. Emile Hirsch is 
wonderfully talented as Milk’s often-
brash, young supporter Cleve Jones, 
who became an ally and movement 
leader. Franco delivers a strong and 
touching performance as Scott Smith, 
Milk’s lover, who left him after his 
decision to run for offi ce a third time. 
Alison Pill gives a breakout perfor-
mance as Anne Kronenberg, the “tough 
dyke” who ran Milk’s fourth campaign. 
Diego Luna plays Milk’s deranged 

Mexican lover, Jack Lira, who is never 
well-received by Milk’s inner circle. 
Victor Garber is the sympathetic Mayor 
George Moscone, who was murdered 
the same day as Milk. Finally, Josh 
Brolin is Dan White, the clean-cut, un-
balanced supervisor, who often clashes 
with Milk and ultimately murders Milk 
and Mayor Moscone. 

Brolin’s work is incomparably 
expressive of the undeveloped impulses 
that erupt inside his pathetic character. 
One of Milk’s original supporters is 
not only portrayed in the fi lm but also 
had a part in the production of the fi lm. 
Danny Nicoletta worked in Milk’s 
camera shop and is played by Lucas 
Grabeel of “High School Musical.” 
Nicoletta also advised Dustin Lance 
Black on the script and worked as the 
fi lm’s still photographer.

The fi lm is beautifully crafted, 
spanning eight years and covering a 
cultural zeitgeist with intense sensitiv-
ity and attention to detail. Van Sant 
uses archival footage throughout the 
period fi lm excellently, incorporating 
images of the Castro district undergo-
ing changes and of the moment Dianne 
Feinstein announced the assassinations 
of Mayor Moscone and Milk on the 
City Hall steps. 

“Milk” is not only a biopic or a love 
story, but it is also a powerful piece of 
social commentary. In a fi lm where the 
main character recites, “You gotta give 
’em hope,” I can only hope that this 
fi lm inspires audiences to take action, 
just as the life of Harvey Milk did. This 
fi lm is a must-see for all people and is 
arguably one of the best fi lms this year. 

★★★★★
directed by
Gus Van Sant

and starring
Sean Penn

Much like T.I. with T.I.P., 
Beyoncé Knowles wants to 
introduce her alter ego Sasha 
Fierce to the world. Unlike T.I. 
though, Beyoncé split up her 
two personalities into two differ-
ent discs on her album “I Am...
Sasha Fierce.” 

While Beyoncé has always 
talked about Sasha appearing 
when she performs onstage, 
this is the first time Sasha is 
formally introduced to her lis-
teners. The result is two distinct 
sides to this album: There is the 
“I Am” side consisting almost 
entirely of ballads, and the 
“Sasha Fierce” side that features 
the singer’s boasting, faster-
paced alter ego.

The “I Am” disc has Beyoncé 
showing off her voice’s full 
potential with power ballads 
reminiscent of her previous No. 
1 hit “Irreplaceable.” This disk’s 
first single, “If I Were a Boy,” is 
exemplary of what this disk has 
to offer. While the subject isn’t 
necessarily new, Beyoncé is able 
to belt the lyrics out powerfully 
and put a new spin on the tired 
topic.

Another standout track on 
this side of the album, “Smash 
Into You,” has Beyoncé singing 
more hopeful lyrics, while “Ave 
Maria” showcases her ability 
to hit those high notes. Like 
everything good, “I Am” has its 
downsides. With overdone lyrics 
and a nothing-special melody, 
“Broken-Hearted Girl” is the 
low point of this disc. Overall, 
“I Am” is an impressive, enjoy-
able display of Beyoncé’s vocal 
ability.

“Sasha Fierce” is a complete 
180 from the “I Am” part of 
the album. Beyoncé, or Sasha, 
shows off her more confident 
side with faster-paced dance 
and hip-hop songs. “Single 
Ladies (Put a Ring On It),” this 
CD’s first single, begins the 
album well by setting the tone. 
This dance song, which is very 
musically-similar to her previ-
ous hit “Get Me Bodied,” has 
Sasha chastising her man for not 
trying to “put a ring on it” (“it” 
being her finger, by the way). 

Beyoncé ventures into hip-
hop with tracks “Diva” and 
“Video Phone.” The former is 

a blatant copy of Lil Wayne’s 
“A Milli,” even using a similar 
sparse beat, a slightly annoying 
repeated phrase (“I’m a, I’m 
a a diva”) and boastful lyrics. 
Though it is by far the worst 
song on the album, it still man-
ages to be extremely addictive, 
just like “A Milli.” 

“Ego,” another boastful 
song on “Sasha,” has Beyoncé 
singing over a jazzier beat and 
building up a double entendre 
about a man’s “big ego.” While 
the song’s topic is questionable, 
Beyoncé pulls it off gracefully. 
This side’s best offerings are the 
slightly humorous “Radio” and 
the slower love song “Hello.”

Though the concept of two 
personalities isn’t completely 
original, Beyoncé’s separation 
of her two sides, Beyoncé and 
Sasha, certainly works out for 
her on “I Am…Sasha Fierce.” 
She separates her vocally-amaz-
ing ballads and her confident 
dance/hip-hop songs, result-
ing in two distinct CDs that 
could easily stand well on their 
own. Almost the entire album 
showcases Beyoncé’s undeni-
able voice, while also varying 
the style so as to not have a re-
dundant-sounding album. While 
there are a couple low points, 
“I Am…Sasha Fierce” certainly 
demonstrates why Beyoncé is 
one of the top artists today.
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Every year, Thanksgiving ar-
rives, and inevitably, many of us 
take it for granted. Between all the 
excitement of going home, Black 
Friday shopping and of course, 
gorging ourselves on turkey, To-
furkey and Turducken—depending 
on your personal preference—we 
often forget the true purpose of 
the holiday: giving thanks. Just in 
case you’re short for ideas when 
everyone’s going around the din-
ner table giving thanks, here are 
the top five things to be thankful 
for this Thanksgiving.

Gas prices below $2

Okay, so our economy is in 
the tank, but at least you can fill 
yours without wanting to curl up 
in the fetal position and cry.

The new “ethnic station”
in the DUC

Let’s face it, the week-long 
Indian food stint was the best 
thing that’s happened to the DUC 
since its formation. It’s about time 
that Bon Appétit realized that 
“chickenless chicken pot pie” and 
“meatless meatloaf” just aren’t ap-
petizing.  Keep the curry coming!

Hypoallergenic puppies

It would be tragic for everyone 
if the Obama family couldn’t find 

a hypoallergenic puppy to accom-
modate Malia’s allergies. Because 
really, what’s more effective in 
uniting a country than a cute new 
puppy in the White House?

Lil Wayne

He’s the self-proclaimed best 
rapper alive. That’s reason enough 
to give thanks for his existence—
at least he’d say so.

The construction 
progress on the 40

Despite the massive inconve-
nience of Shepley Drive’s closing 
down, it’s nice to see something 
finally being built. Who knows, 
maybe we’ll come back from 
Thanksgiving break with a new 
Wohl Center! Thanksgiving 2010, 
of course.

SCENE
November is National Adoption 

Awareness Month. Now when I 
was younger, I entertained fanta-
sies of being adopted. My “real 
parents” would be royalty or trav-
eling archaeologists or something 
romantically exciting to a six-year-
old. But as I began to recognize 
the resemblance between my 
mother’s eyes and my own, I grew 
out of this phase. I haven’t since 
considered what it might mean to 
be adopted or an adoptive parent.

According to the 2004 U.S. 
Census, however, 1.7 million 
American households, or about 
four percent of families with chil-
dren, have adopted a child under 
the age of 18. I don’t know what I 
expected this percentage to be, but 
honestly, like most adoption stats 
I’ve found on the Web, it surprised 
me. In the spirit of the month, I 
talked to Dr. Lynnea Brumbaugh 
of the Women, Gender and Sexual-
ity Studies and the Engineering 
School. Brumbaugh and her hus-
band have two adopted children: 

Vladimir, 14, and Harper, 8. They 
discussed having a child biologi-
cally and then maybe adopting lat-
er. For various reasons, they didn’t 

conceive and began the five-month 
process of adopting their daughter, 
Harper, from China. 

“There were about 15 docu-

ments we needed notarized and 
authenticated, including birth cer-
tificates and marriage certificates,” 
Brumbaugh said about the lengthy 
international adoption process. 

Because both of her children 
were adopted from outside of the 
U.S. (their son is from Russia), she 
knows little about the U.S.’s pro-
cesses. Many adoption Web sites, 
however, warn prospective parents 
that adopting within the country 
can still take months and cost up 
to $40,000.

Typically there are two ways 
parents are matched with children, 
and Brumbaugh experienced both.

“With Harper, they matched 
you with a child, sent you a picture 
and a description, and you decided 
if you want to say yes or not. With 
Vladimir, we saw his picture in 
an adoption newsletter and said, 
‘That’s our son!’”

The Brumbaughs call this their 
“oops adoption” because of its un-
expected and sudden occurrence. 
Today Brumbaugh talks lovingly 
and excitedly about her children, 
and you can see how important 
they are to her. But how quickly 
does that attachment happen?

In natural births, mothers and 
their children bond within minutes. 
According to Brumbaugh, it was 
pretty quick with her daughter as 
well. When they traveled to China, 
Brumbaugh and her husband went 
with six other adopting couples. 
All of them had pictures of their 
soon-to-be children wearing the 
same outfits. There was nothing 
that distinguished the children and 
showed that they clearly belonged 
with one couple more than another.

“By day two, though, the 
babies and parents had bonded,” 
Brumbaugh said. “Holding anyone 
else’s babies would have been 
wrong.”

Although both of her children 
came from outside the country, 
she admitted it would be better if 
children could remain in their own 
country so they can be raised in 
their familiar culture and do not 
have to wait for foreign couples to 
find them. Unfortunately, in many 
countries adoption is not as easy or 
realistic as a method of parenting. 
She explains that in China, adop-
tion was not always an accepted 
practice. Brumbaugh is glad to see 
that it is becoming more common 

for Chinese couples to adopt. 
Still, in part due to the help of 

Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie, inter-
national adoption has been on the 
rise in the past years. Brumbaugh 
admitted knowing nothing about 
Maddox, Zahara or Pax—her 
adoptions predate the craze they 
started—but she said it would be 
very difficult for non-celebrities to 
adopt so many children.

It’s true, adoption can’t be easy, 
especially in handling the scary 
questions about the child’s biologi-
cal parents.

While their son was eight at the 
time of his adoption, Harper was 
only 10 months old and therefore 
had to learn about her adoption 
later.

“From the very beginning, we 
told her ‘we met you in China’ and 
told her story,” Brumbaugh said.

But it’s still tough for many 
families with adopted children, 
and  dealing with that initial 
loss of their parents can take a 
lifetime to conquer. But as adopted 
children are often told, parents 
get stuck with their biological 
children; they choose their adopted 
ones.

Sudoku  By The Mepham Group

Solution to Friday’s puzzle

Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.
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While most people think of 
Thanksgiving as a family holiday 
where you travel home and eat 
excessively, this year more students 
are fi nding less costly alternatives 
to fl ying home to see their families. 
Partly due to the economic strain, 
more students are choosing differ-
ent options for the fi ve-day break 
from class. If they aren’t heading 
home, some choose to travel with 
friends to closer locales, and some 
choose to just brave out the campus 
turkey and stay at Wash. U. What-
ever the reasons for staying, most 
people agree that they will miss the 
family experience of Thanksgiving 

dinner.
“I’ll miss out on a huge meal 

and seeing my family,” sophomore 
Stephanie Spence said. “The price 
of a plane ticket just for three days 
off is not worth it.” 

Fortunately, she has friends 
who live nearby and have offered 
to bring her home over the break. 
Spence is traveling to Chicago with 
a friend in order to avoid the high 
cost of fl ying home. Many students 
take advantage of this option if they 
know people with cars who live 
close to Wash. U.

Junior Aparna Misra also plans 
to go home with her friend over 
the break. For her, staying with a 
friend was “an idea based more 
on the economic feasibility of 
spending $800 to go home for fi ve 
days, since I live in Canada, and a 

good excuse to spend some quality 
time” with her friend. However, 
for Misra, traveling with others 
has become part of her Thanksgiv-
ing college tradition, as in the past 
three years she has never made it 
home for Thanksgiving.

For those students who either do 
not want to travel or have no con-
nections in nearby cities, staying on 
campus is always an option. While 
the campus nearly shuts down 
during the break, there are still 
options for eating on campus, like a 
Thanksgiving dinner at Bear’s Den, 
and the buildings and dorms remain 
open.  

“I’m staying here because it is 
too expensive to fl y home to my 
fair state of Washington,” sopho-
more Michael Fazio said.  He notes 
that both the high cost and timing 

Meredith Plumley
Scene Reporter

Kristen Klempert
Scene Reporter

Being thankful from afar

Angelina Jolie, a goodwill ambassador for the United Nations, has lobbied exten-
sively to raise global awareness about adoption and to reform adoption law.
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Be thankful, Wash. U.

of Thanksgiving contributed to his 
decision. “I’m going to go home 
and see my family in a month 
anyway.”  

However, those students who 
stay here might be concerned that 
campus will be too empty, without 
the common buzz of campus activ-
ity.

“I don’t think it will be much 
fun. I think it will be really lonely,” 
Fazio said. 

“I think things will be shut 
down. I’m used to having all my 
friends around. They all have cars, 
but while they are gone, I won’t be 
able to get around,” junior Chris-
tine Orchard said. 

Orchard has chosen to stay on 
campus and have her sister visit 
her, in order to cut down on her 
traveling costs.

“Not going home will make 
Christmas Break better. It is a waste 

to fl y home and back and then 
home again.” She will be spending 
time with her sister and plans on 
cooking a Thanksgiving dinner in 
her apartment, despite being invited 
to local Thanksgiving dinners at 
professors’ homes.

“My parents are sending me 
food to make dinner. It would be 
cool to make it myself, but I don’t 
have the right tools and don’t know 
how to make stuffi ng,” Orchard 
said.

Since one of the main criticisms 
of the break is that three days is 
too short, most people agree that 
changing the Thanksgiving break 
to a week vacation would make it 
more enjoyable and fulfi lling.  “I 
would probably go home, since it 
would be worth it.  I would have a 
much longer time with my family,” 
Spence said. 

“If it was a week long break, I 

would go home. I think it’s a bet-
ter time to add the one extra fall 
break holiday, instead of having it 
one random Friday,” Misra said.  
However, some students still would 
choose not to make the trek home 
right before the holiday break.

“I might use a weeklong break 
to take a trip somewhere. I would 
probably treat it more like spring 
break,” Fazio said. No matter 
which way people choose to spend 
the break, many students realize 
the need for a pause in their studies 
before the push for fi nals.

“People need the break. For a 
lot of people, exams continued all 
through November. It will be nice 
to have a break before fi nal exams 
and papers,” Spence said. Whether 
people are staying or going, every-
one can agree that Thanksgiving 
is a nice opportunity to slow down 
and collect ourselves before fi nals.

Are you my mother?
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