
After the murder of a police offi cer 
and the mugging of a student near the 
Delmar Loop, members of the cam-
pus community are frustrated with the 
Washington University administration 
over its alleged lack of communication 
regarding off-campus crime.

Although the recent murder of Uni-
versity City Police Sergeant Michael 
King grabbed media headlines across 
St. Louis, the administration decided 
not to make a formal announcement to 
the University community regarding 
the incident, which occurred two blocks 
away from Residential Life-owned 
apartments.

According to Assistant to the Chan-
cellor Rob Wild, the crime did not war-
rant a campus-wide alert because it did 
not directly involve or pose a direct 
threat to University students.

“This was such an isolated incident, 
such an isolated horrible act of violence. 
[The police] have a suspect in custody. 

It just didn’t seem that there was a need 
to send out some sort of University-
wide response,” Wild said. “I guess I am 
still unclear on what a message from the 
University would do.”

King was sitting in his police cruiser 
on the Loop on Oct. 31 when he was 
shot to death. After an extended chase 
and several day manhunt, police arrest-
ed the suspected killer, Todd Shepard, 
on Nov. 4. 

In light of the murder, some students 
have questioned the University’s lack of 
a stronger response, despite the crime’s 
proximity to campus and the fact that 
the suspect was on the run for several 
days before capture.

“I understand the concerns about 
not wanting to alarm students, but I 
think having information about what’s 
going on in the University coming in 
bits and pieces from other sources is 
potentially more worrying, because you 
really don’t know what’s going on,” ju-
nior Erin Kane said.

According to Associate Director of 
Residential Life (ResLife) Josh Wale-
hwa, his offi ce works in tandem with 
the administration regarding emergency 
response.

“There is not a separate policy for 
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In response to the continu-
ing worldwide crisis in financial 
markets, universities around the 
country are starting to feel the 
impact of their endowment funds 
posting significant losses in recent 
months. 

According to Director of Stu-
dent Financial Services Bill Wit-
brodt, Washington University has 
still been able to meet the financial 
needs of students despite the coun-
try’s economic crisis.

The University has several 
scholarship funds that use the in-
terest gained from investment of 
the endowment, Witbrodt said.

“We’ve been able to be as re-
sponsive as we’ve always been to 
help students whose families are 
in financial difficulties,” Witbrodt 
said. “We’ve been able to help the 
students.”

According to Witbrodt, there 
has not been a large increase in the 
number of students seeking finan-
cial aid at the University. He said 
this could be attributed to the fact 
that bills have not yet been sent for 
the spring semester.

“We’ve had students who have 
been in our office concerned about 
situations in their families through-
out the summer and into the fall. 
We haven’t seen a significant in-
crease since the stock market crash 
on Sept. 15,” he said. “That’s not 
to say we won’t, but so far we 
haven’t seen as many students as 
you would expect.”

Witbrodt said that some pro-
spective students’ families consid-
ering the University have worried 
about their ability to afford the tu-

ition and room and board costs.
“I’ve talked to a few families 

who have seen their college sav-
ings plans dwindle down. They 
are concerned about their ability to 
fund [college costs]. Depending on 
the family’s individual situation, 
we’ve worked through many sce-
narios to make them feel comfort-
able that this is doable,” Witbrodt 
said.

For sophomore Nick May, fi-
nancial aid is a very important part 
of his ability to attend the Uni-
versity. May worries that if aid is 
not available, he will have to look 
elsewhere to continue his college 
education.

“As a student who is here only 
because of financial aid, if the 
economy affects the endowment 
negatively, I might not get as much 
aid as I got last year,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t be able to go here, be-
cause I and my family would not 
be able to pay for it.”

May also noted that the down-
turn may affect the numerous con-
struction projects undertaken by 
the University in the past year.

“I feel that the construction on 
the South 40 was planned with a 
large endowment in mind. But 
now, with the state that the econ-
omy is in, the University might 
not have as large an endowment 
as they thought they would have,” 
May said. 

Sophomore John Hergenroeder 
said that while he is concerned 
about the endowment, he is not 
worried that the University will be 
negatively impacted. 

“It concerns me to an extent, 
but I realize the investments [the 
University] makes are extremely 
long term. As an institution they 
expect to be around for another 
few hundred years,” Hergenroed-
er said. “Temporary downturns 
in things like the housing market 
might be significant toward short-
term expansion plans. They don’t 
matter as much in the University’s 
long-term plans.”

Despite economy, 
WU fi nancial aid 
dollars steady
Despite nation-wide 

economic woes, 
University restates 

committment
John Scott
Staff Reporter
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(L-R) Junior Selam Kidane, Coordinator of Orientation Kristen Weyman and junior Greg Booth react to the appearance of a deer on campus on Monday, 
Nov. 10. The animal followed the cross country team from Forest Park during the team’s morning run. On Tuesday, the deer reappeared, shocking more 
students as it ambled through the quad. Check studlife.com for more photos and video and Flipside for more information.

DOE, A DEER, A FEMALE DEER...

No one knows who brought 
free bicycles to the Danforth Uni-
versity Center.

These bikes belong to the 
Washington University Green 
Bicycle Project (WUGBP), a 
student-run enterprise that allows 
University students, staff and 
faculty to use the bicycles with-
out charge. The identities of the 
project’s organizers, however, re-
main a mystery. 

Students who refused to give 
their names initiated the proj-
ect toward the end of this sum-
mer. Bicycles appeared outside 
the Danforth University Center 
(DUC) in mid-October.

WUGBP is funded by the 
Greater University Service Foun-
dation (GUSF), an institution 
not connected to the University. 
GUSF aims to assist Univer-
sity students’ research and small 
projects by providing grants, but 
stipulated in its contract with 
WUGBP that the students remain 
anonymous. 

The project has no connection 

to any University student group 
or to the administration. 

According to its Web site, 
WUGBP aims to “increase envi-
ronmental awareness among the 
student body.”

To obtain the codes for the 
bicycle locks, participants must 
provide their Washington Uni-
versity ID number and e-mail ad-
dress. Registered users are then 
free to ride the bikes as often as 
they please. Tracking devices are 
attached to each bicycle.

As of Nov. 9, the program re-
ceived nearly 80 requests for bi-
cycle lock combinations. 

The WUGBP team said that 
the project remains in its early 
stages, and the team looks to cir-
culate more bicycles around the 
campus.

“I hope that with the increased 
viability of bikes students will 
opt to take bikes instead of cars 
when traveling short distances,” 
junior Melissa Legge, co-presi-
dent of Green Action, a campus 
environmental group unaffiliated 
with WUGBP, said. 

Legge added that most car 
trips are taken within 10 miles 
of the home or dorm. Using a bi-
cycle for these trips, she said, can 
help the environment and reduce 
the effects of climate change. She 
also mentioned that Green Action 
might promote WUGBP in the 

Anonymous students start 
free bike sharing program

Ilana Gatoff
Contributing Reporter

Project aims to 
make campus 

greener

EVAN WISKUP | STUDENT LIFE

One of the many bicycles from the Wash. U. Green Bicycle Project, parked in 
front of the art school.

Perry Stein
News Editor

After crimes, 
students want 
communication
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Cadenza takes a look at 
the upcoming St. Louis 
International Film Festival 
from Nov. 13-23.
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AÇAI  TIMEAÇAI  TIME
ON CAMPUSON CAMPUS

BAMBI, WATCH OUT!
Curious about the deer sighting on 
the Danforth Campus? StudLife 
was on the scene. Check out online 
video and an image gallery of the 
deer’s return appearance.



News Editor / Ben Sales / news@studlife.com2 STUDENT LIFE | NEWS WEDNESDAY | NOVEMBER 12, 2008

Thursday 13

THE FLIPSIDE
eventcalendar

ne
ws

bri
efs

policebeat

WEDNESDAY 12

THURSDAY 13

Justice Denied
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Room 305, 6 p.m.
See a presentation by Shyamali Choudhury 
about abortion law and how the Missouri 
legal system fails to protect minors, and 
participate in a discussion with legal experts 
detailing how the judicial bypass law for 
minors is intended to work. Co-sponsored 
by Students for Choice.

Philippe Sands
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Bryan Cave Moot 
Courtroom 310, 5:30 p.m.
Come to the Public Interest Law and Policy 
Speaker Series to hear Philippe Sands, 
author of “Torture Team: Rumsfeld’s Memo 
and the Betrayal of American Values.” 
Book signing and reception to follow the 
lecture. 

Perspectives on Poverty: Community 
and Political Approaches
McMillan Café, 7 to 8 p.m.
Homelessness Awareness Week: Talk with a 
panel of government offi cials and members 
of grassroots movements on ways to 
address poverty. 

Deer returns to campus after being escorted off
A deer that entered the east end of campus drew crowds of students and faculty 

Monday morning before grounds services escorted it off campus; the deer then 
returned on Tuesday afternoon. 

“We feel the deer came from Forest Park,” Kent Theiling, grounds manager and 
horticulturist for the University, said on Tuesday. 

“We led it back down to Brookings and got it out of the area, so we felt it was 
on its way. Then it was back again this morning, and we guided it back to the quad. 
We felt that it was well enough to leave it there.”

Theiling said that grounds services had contacted the Missouri Department of 
Conservation for recommendations on how to handle the deer.

“We’re doing what we feel is best for the deer at this point, and hopefully it’ll be 
fine and make its way back to the park,” Theiling said.

Theiling asked that students restrain themselves from doing anything that might 
excite or intimidate the deer.

“We’re hopeful that the deer will find its way back where it came from,” 
Theiling said. (Dan Woznica)

ACCIDENTAL INJURY—Nov. 07, 8:57 
a.m. 
Location: DANFORTH CAMPUS
Summary: Accidental injury. Disposition: 
Cleared.

LARCENY—Nov. 07, 11:49 a.m. 
Location: ANHEUSER BUSCH HALL 
OF LAW
Summary: The law school facilities 
manager reported that two coffee tables 
are missing sometime since late August or 
early September. The tables are valued at 
$1,211.48. Disposition:  Pending.

DRUG & ALCOHOL VIOLATION—
Nov. 08, 5:07 p.m.
Location: MYERS DORM 
Summary: Students in violation of both 
drugs and alcohol policies. Items were 
confi scated. Two students were visitors and 
were issued no trespass letters, two students 
were referred to JA and one to Clayton 
Muni Court. Disposition: Cleared by arrest.

INFORMATIONAL REPORT— Nov. 09, 
12 a.m.
Location: ELIOT HOUSE
Summary: Wash. U. student attended a 
formal at Windows, located at 701 N. 15th 
Street, St. Louis,  and several items were 
stolen from her purse. Student reported 
the theft when she returned to campus. 
Disposition: Student to report incident to St. 
Louis City PD.

LARCENY— Nov. 09, 8:39 p.m.
Location: PARKING LOT No. 3 
Summary: While on routine patrol, offi cer 
observed a subject bent down by a vehicle.  
Subject was stopped and questioned and 
found with a razor blade in his possession.   
Suspect admitted to stealing license plate 
tabs off a vehicle parked in Parking Lot #3.  
Disposition: Cleared by arrest.

ACCIDENTAL INJURY— Nov. 09, 11:18 
p.m. 
Location: DANFORTH CAMPUS
Summary: Accidental injury. Disposition: 
Cleared.

quoteoftheday
“Then it was back again this 

morning and we guided it back to 
the quad. We felt that it was well 

enough to leave it there.”

Kent Theiling, University grounds manager and horticulturist, 
on the deer in Brooking QuadrangleSteve Stern Poetry Reading

Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, 8 p.m.
Acclaimed author Steve Stern, the Visiting 
Fannie Hurst Professor of Creative Literature in 
Washington University’s Writing Program in Arts 
& Sciences, will read from his work. 

Cloudy
High 55

Low 42

weatherforecast
Wednesday 12

Obama addresses “major issue” of who should be the 
First Dog

At a recent postelection news conference, President-elect Barack Obama 
deemed choosing a new First Dog for the White House a “major issue” for the 
Obama family.

“We have two criteria that have to be reconciled,” Obama said. “One is that 
Malia is allergic, so it has to be hypoallergenic. On the other hand, our preference 
would be to get a shelter dog, but a lot of shelter dogs are mutts like me.”

Expert news analysts say that the ideal First Dog would have a calm 
temperament and be good with visitors. 

Such traits have taken on renewed importance since last Thursday, when 
President Bush’s Scottish terrier Barney bit a Reuters news reporter.

These and other considerations will likely be taken into account when the 
Obama family decides whether to adopt a previously-trained dog or a puppy with 
the capacity for change. (Dan Woznica)

International

Showers
High 64

Low 46

National

Campus

An article on Monday, Nov. 10, “Student Groups may have to pay to use DUC,” 
incorrectly stated in a quote that student groups must pay a fee to receive Student Union 
(SU) recognition. In fact, any group can apply to receive SU recognition for free.

An article on Friday, Nov. 7, “Language clubs raise enthusiasm,” incorrectly stated that 
there are no Romance language clubs at the University. In fact, there is an Italian club, Italo.

Student Life regrets the errors.  

Peru offers hairless dog of Incan kings to Obama
In response to President-elect Obama’s recent declaration of his family’s quest for an 

ideal First Dog, Peruvians have offered to send a Peruvian Hairless Dog to the White House.
The Peruvian Hairless, the national dog of Peru, is a bald and frequently toothless breed 

that dates back more than 3,000 years and is said to have been a favored pet of Incan kings. 
Claudia Galvez, director of the Friends of the Peruvian Hairless Dog Association, 

recently sent a letter to the U.S. embassy in Lima in which she offered her own puppy, Ears.
“We want to give a male puppy to Obama’s daughters, so they get to experience all the 

joys of having a dog but without any allergies,” Galvez told Reuters.
“If we send it to the United States, its offi cial name will be Machu Picchu.”  (Dan 

Woznica)

fortherecord



A record number of 740 Wash-
ington University community 
members signed up to donate blood 
on Sept. 16. Today–56 days later–
those same donors will be able to 
harness what the blood drive’s or-
ganizers call their “renewable en-
ergy” by donating again.

The idea of renewable energy 
has become the theme of the Uni-
versity’s blood drive. 

“We came up with the slogan, 
‘Renewable Energy,’ when we 
started to think about how blood is 
one of the easiest and most tangi-
ble ways to help save lives,” blood 
drive coordinator Michael Dango 
said. “Blood is the fuel that keeps 
us going, and it’s easy to share. We 
like the idea that blood donation 
can become a commitment people 
can ‘renew’ every 56 days.”

The blood drive will be held at 
the Gargoyle in Mallinckrodt Cen-

ter, Ursa’s Fireside and the Swamp. 
Donating stations have also been 
set up on the Medical Campus and 
West Campus. 

Dango, a junior, noted the ac-
cessibility of these sites, and said 
the only thing people need to do 
now is to donate.

“Every two seconds, someone 
needs blood. That means more than 
a third of us will end up needing 
a blood transfusion some day,” 
he said. “One single blood dona-
tion makes a tangible difference in 
someone’s life. In fact, one blood 
donation can save three lives, be-
cause blood is separated into three 
components—red blood cells, 
platelets and plasma—each of 
which can go toward a person and 
a good cause.”

For Dango, donating blood is 
especially important at this time of 
year, but few go through the effort.

“The need for blood is constant, 
especially with the upcoming holi-
day travels that increase accidents 
and the need for donations. Sadly, 
60 percent of the U.S. population 

is eligible to donate, but only five 
percent does,” he said.

In addition, Dango said that col-
lege students are in good enough 
health to donate, and should view 
it as a sort of obligation.

“Students should consider do-
nating blood, because I think it’s 
really...a civil responsibility,” Dan-
go said. “There are lots of people 
who can’t donate, and there are lots 
of people who need donations, so 
it just makes sense to take an hour 
out of our day to help save a life.”

The blood drive encourages 
potential donors to sign up online 
for appointments at www.commu-
nityservice.wustl.edu/donateblood/
schedule/.

Those who have already signed 
up to donate, or are thinking about 
donating, should remember to eat 
foods high in iron, such as spinach 
or raisins, and drink a large amount 
of water to replace the fluid vol-
ume lost when donating. Donors 
should also eat a meal before go-
ing to donate and eat a snack after 
donating.
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Blood drive looks to tap 
donors’ ‘renewable energy’
Alan Liu
Contributing Reporter

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

Students prepare to donate blood in room 276 in the DUC during the fi rst campus-wide blood drive on September 16. 
The second drive of the year will take place today.

future. 
“I think having the bikes 

there will be a great help,” Leg-
ge said. “I think it’s a great step 
forward for the University in 
terms of reducing carbon emis-
sions.”

The University of California, 
Berkeley, as well as cities such 
as Portland, Ore. have similar 
bicycle projects that all share 
a common premise—providing 
free bikes in order to promote 
environmental awareness.

Users may ride the bicycles 
on off-campus trips, but WUB-
GP also requests that partici-
pating students limit their time 
with the bikes to less than three 
hours. When students are fin-
ished, the program requests that 
they return the bicycles to the 
DUC bike rack.

However, students like Brett 
Scheller see some shortcomings 
in the project.

“I think in theory the system 
is great,” Scheller said. “Two 
flaws I have found in the system 
are the fact that the bikes are in 
poor shape and they are not al-
ways available because there are 
not that many.”

In an e-mail to Student Life, 
the WUGBP team explained 
that it hopes to add more bikes 
and work with the administra-
tion and other student groups to 
implement a larger bike sharing 
program here. The team is now 
working on improving the bikes 
already in circulation. 

WUGBP is not the first stu-
dent-run bicycle enterprise on 
campus. Bear Bikes, located 

on the South 40, rents bikes to 
students. Despite the threat of 
losing business, Bear Bikes co-
owners Luke Saunders and Alex 
Bergson welcome the competi-
tion.

“While we do run a success-
ful and profitable business, our 
priority is to find ways to best 
serve the University communi-
ty,” Saunders and Bergson wrote 
in an e-mail to Student Life. 
“We are thrilled about any ef-
forts made on the Wash. U. cam-
pus to promote bicycle use and 
environmental awareness. We 
would enjoy the opportunity to 
collaborate with the WU Green 
Bicycle Project and we would 
be happy to share information 
about best practices.”

Students like freshman Amy 
Turner question whether WUG-
BP will contribute to environ-
mental sustainability on cam-
pus.

“Most places that people go 
they get to either by foot, by 
public transportation or by bor-
rowing a bike from someone 
they know,” Turner, who owns 
her own bicycle, said. “People 
who would utilize them would 
be traveling across campus, in 
which case they wouldn’t be us-
ing a car in the first place.” 

Still, the idea of bike use 
without pay appeals to others.

“I often want to ride a bike 
to Forest Park, but don’t want to 
pay for it just for one day,” fresh-
man Hannah Rabinowitz said. 
“I think that Wash. U. Green 
Bicycle is a great program that 
should be better advertised.”  

BIKES from page 1

Hergenroeder also said that 
he assumes the University would 
plan for events such as the eco-
nomic downturn.

“I’d like to think the Univer-
sity has had the foresight to be 
prepared for market downturns 
to keep doing things until the 
market turns around or a new in-
vestment strategy can be worked 
out,” he said.

Meanwhile, some colleges 
around the country are currently 
experiencing sharp declines in 
their endowments. The endow-

ment of the University of Texas-
Austin was at $7 billion at the 
start of the year, but has since 
dropped almost 13 percent to ap-
proximately $6 billion.

Harvard University, with the 
largest endowment of any col-
lege in the United States, fared 
slightly better, earning just more 
than 8 percent for the last fiscal 
year. The return, however, was 
still lower than the 23 percent 
earned in the previous year.

FINANCE from page 1



All right, kiddos, it’s al-
most time for Thanks-
giving. I know we all 
have a ton of papers 

and projects to finish in the next 
two and a half weeks, but we can 
make it. I think. 

I don’t have far to go to 
get home—only about an hour 
drive—but I’m still super-excited. 
Along the way there are tons 
of colorful trees, gorgeous old 
farmhouses next to fields of corn 
and soybeans, the mighty Missis-
sippi River and all of the hustle 
and bustle of small towns getting 
ready for the holidays. 

My parents will want to put 
up the Christmas tree, make more 
food than we could ever eat on 

Thanksgiving Day and celebrate, 
as a family, the good fortune 
we’ve experienced. The most 
important part of our holiday 
season, though, is trying to figure 
out how we can share that good 
fortune. That’s probably true for 
all of our families; we all have 
more than most, and we should 
acknowledge our abilities to em-
power others by what we give.

If you’re looking for a new 
way to serve, there are plenty of 
ways to get involved through our 
Community Service Office and 
our Campus Y, of course. Person-
ally, though, I prefer an anony-
mous approach. Every year, my 
family and I take gifts and basic 
home items to a shelter for bat-
tered women and children; after 
the gifts are wrapped, donors are 
asked to write the name of the re-
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YOUR VOICE: LETTERS AND GUEST COLUMNS

Student Life welcomes letters to the editor and op-ed submissions from 
readers.

Letters to the Editor
One Brookings Drive #1039
St. Louis, MO 63130-4899

News: (314) 935-5995
Fax: (314) 935-5938
e-mail: letters@studlife.com

All submissions must include the writer’s name, class, address and phone 
number for verifi cation. Student Life reserves the right to edit all letters for 
style, length, libel considerations and grammar. Letters should be no longer 
than 350 words in length. Readers may also submit longer articles of up to 
750 words as guest columns. Student Life reserves the right to print any 
submission as a letter or guest column.
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Editorials are written by the Forum editors and refl ect the consensus of 
the editorial board. The editorial board operates independently of the 
newsroom.
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OUR WEB POLICY

Once an article has been published on www.studlife.com, 
our Web site, it will remain there permanently. We do not 
remove articles from the site, nor do we remove authors’ 
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With the presidential 
election behind us, 
as students we must 
challenge ourselves 

to remain politically active in order 
to procure the best possible future 
world. Staying politically active 
means following the current politi-
cal debates and fi gures, but it also 
means considering and challenging 
basic political philosophies. The 
College Republicans, College Dem-
ocrats and other political groups are 
faced with the task of continuing 
to engage the political excitement 
and curiosity that was ignited by the 
election. This year, the Washington 
University College Republicans 
have displayed a record of working 
to bring political speakers to campus 
in order to challenge students’ politi-
cal ideas, but it remains to be seen 

whether the College Democrats—
the biggest of the campus political 
organizations— can do the same.

Aside from the vice presidential 
debate, which were arranged by the 
Washington University administra-
tion, two of the most charged politi-
cal events in recent campus history 
have been sponsored by the College 
Republicans who secured funding 
from Student Union. Despite the 
fact that many students disagreed 
with the speakers, the speeches by 
Alberto Gonzales and Karl Rove 
attracted signifi cant portions of the 
student body. Both caused discus-
sion and debate, leading many 
students to gain a greater under-
standing of controversial political 
decisions.

For their part, the College Dem-
ocrats have not brought thinkers that 

have stimulated the same level of 
dialogue on campus. Though they 
worked with the Assembly Series to 
bring in Mo Rocca and helped a sig-
nifi cant number of students canvass 
and volunteer for Obama and other 
local political campaigns, they have 
not put on any major event that has 
stimulated the campus as much as 
the two sponsored by the College 
Republicans.

The College Democrats should 
be working to offer this type of op-
portunity to students as it has proven 
to be one of the most effective 
ways to inform students of politi-
cal issues. In an opinion-editorial 
submission defending his decision 
to approve funding for Karl Rove, 
Student Union treasurer William 
Osberghaus wrote, “If the College 
Democrats would like to bring a 

large name speaker to campus this 
semester, I would be fully open to 
such a possibility. There is only one 
problem: The College Democrats 
have yet to appeal for one.” (Student 
Life, Oct. 31).

Post-election, many students are 
experiencing a political withdrawal, 
making this an opportune time to 
tap into their political sentiments. 
Both the College Republicans and 
College Democrats should work to 
keep students enthused and active. 
But, there is a specifi c need for the 
College Democrats to step up and 
do their part to keep Washington 
University students actively con-
nected to current political views. 
The College Republicans have 
initiated two major political events 
during the past year; it’s time for the 
College Democrats to get to work.

College Democrats: 
time to shake things up

STAFF EDITORIAL

I talked to my good friend Tyler 
this weekend. He goes to Yale. 
He is a repository of continually-
renewing ideas and distinctions 

that, just for being in his mind, make 
the world a better place. He kept a 
notebook of ideas since the end of the 
summer. When he has an idea, he will 
write it down in this notebook. That 
notebook is now, a little more than 
three months later, almost full.

It began with ideas for his job 
with the Hamilton County Commis-
sioner David Pepper. What can we 
do to make Hamilton County, the city 
of Cincinnati, better? The notebook 
evolved when he went to school, into 
a resting place for ideas ignited by the 
things he read in his political science 
and intellectual history classes. It is 
now an almost complete history of 
the good things he has thought of 
since August 2008.

I decided, immediately after talk-
ing to him, that I had to, that I must, 
keep such an idea notebook myself. 
There are so many novel and bright 
things that go through my head every 
day that I sadly lose, that I will likely 
never see again. I picked an empty 
notebook from my shelf. I designated 
it: “Ideas.” That was Saturday. The 
notebook is empty.

I felt silly, naturally, when I took 
a look at it sitting impotently on my 
cluttered desk. What a failure I am, I 
thought. I don’t follow through with 
any of the best things in life. I did not 
record when I said I would. I let slip 
what I said I would hold on to.

But it slowly became clear that 
lack of follow-through was not my 
problem with the project. It slowly 
became clear that the real problem 
was that I did not have one worth-
while idea in the past three days—one 
novel thing worth writing down in 
roughly 45 waking hours—one fl ame 
of originality in two days of a free 
mind and one day of class. It slowly 
became clear that my mind was 
totally empty.

Welcome to Washington 
University. Welcome to my college 
experience, and to that of many oth-
ers. Welcome to me going from bed, 
to Center Court, to homework, to the 
gym, back to homework, out with 

friends, back to the dorm to hang out, 
to sleep and up again the next morn-
ing doing different things in the same 
way: fi rst, without knowledge of why, 
and second, without even having time 
to think.

When I step back, it seems to 
make sense. Think of all the rich life 
experience I’m gaining, along with 
academic knowledge, enjoyable 
relationships and reduced risk of heart 
disease. How could I possibly get any 
more out of life?

But when I step back in and look 
closely, pulling the lint out of the 
crevasses and consulting the smudged 
instruction manual, I suddenly real-
ize that I’m a hopeless mess. I have 
no identity; I have no ideas. I have 
no basis from which to construct 
anything novel. If you asked me who 
I was, I’d probably just pull out the 
newspaper and show you a column 
I wrote. There is no “I am”; there is 
only “I do.”

And you would think that all this 
academic business would really incite 
intellectual curiosity, would really get 
the ideas bumping around in my head. 
Not the case. Somehow I’ve become 
so concerned with reporting what the 
article or text said to the teacher that 
I’ve ceased to have any critical en-
gagement with anything. All I can tell 
you is that there are words on a page 
and they assert a certain thing.

I am an idiot. I am a shell. 
Melodramatic, certainly, but it’s sad 
too. I recommend, then, an attentive 
engagement with the self before it’s 
too late. If you can’t come out of a 
day with one thought you had, one 
distinction with which to organize 
the universe, one entrepreneurial idea 
with which to save the world, you 
need to change. Otherwise you’ll 
graduate and then…wow.  I don’t 
even want to think about it.

Dennis Sweeney
Forum Editor

How I’ve de-
stroyed my own 
ability to think

Thoughtless: 
the college 

conundrum

Dennis Sweeney
Forum Editor

Katie Ammann
Staff Columnist

Be a 
secret santa

MCT EDITORIAL CARTOON

One piece of news 
that really caught 
my interest was the 
recent decision of the 

University to stop selling bottled 
water on campus. I suppose I 
look at this as particularly good 
news. I really have to wonder, 
however, how lazy of a culture 
have we all subscribed to that 
we can’t drink water from the 
tap? The fact that bottled water 
is a success at all astonishes me, 
and it reflects poorly on our own 
culture of students, that we had 
to wait until a body of authority 
literally took away the availabil-
ity of bottled water before we cut 
back on consumption. There is 
absolutely no reason to purchase 
bottled water over regular water, 
other than laziness. 

The first of the so-called 
benefits of bottled water is that 

it’s cleaner. There is a mindset 
instilled into the end user that be-
cause the water is packaged, it’s 
somehow cleaner. Bottled water 
regulations, however, are man-
aged not by the EPA (the govern-
ing force behind tap water), but 
by the FDA, whose standards are 
actually lower than those of the 
former. This leads bottled water 
to actually be less safe for con-
sumption than plain tap water is. 
On top of all of this, a study done 
by the Natural Resources Defense 
Council showed that 33 percent 
of bottled water manufacturers 
violated industry standards. 

Another purported benefit of 
the bottled water is that it tastes 
better. A large amount of this is 
attributed to the good old placebo 
effect, in which those perceived 
benefits are nothing but a psycho-
logical illusion generated by 
the mind. Double-blind taste 
tests done by Cornell University 
show that the rate of success in 
determining bottled water from 

tap water amounted to close to 50 
percent—in other words, random 
guessing. In blind preference 
tests, the majority of the users 
who claimed to prefer bottled 
water actually chose tap water as 
superior on the test. Granted, this 
is an isolated laboratory study 
and isn’t necessarily a real-world 
application. The companies are 
providing the proof in prac-
tice for me, however. Look at 
“Alaskan Falls.” That sounds like 
a crisp, clean pristine source of 
water, right? In reality, the water 
comes from a state municipal wa-
ter supply. The manufacturers are 
using good old tap water in their 
bottled water to begin with! 

As students, there is no legiti-
mate reason why anyone should 
buy bottled water. Considering 
the readily-available supply of 
clean tap water in our dorms and 
even in Bear’s Den, there’s abso-
lutely no reason why we would 
even need to get to the point of 
the University banning bottled 

water. 
Personally, I’m against the 

University ban on bottled water, 
obviously not because I like the 
idea of bottled water, but rather 
because I think that it’s a terrible 
idea to have to rely on a coercive 
force to rob us of the ability to 
drink bottled water just to reduce 
consumption. We’re all smart 
college kids here, and I think it 
should be up to us to stop endors-
ing the corporate rape of bottled 
water and instead opt to spend 
our money a little bit better. We 
can’t rely on external forces 
to change the habits of multi-
national corporations—rather, 
it’s up to society to change our 
habits, understand how bottled 
water frankly sucks and refuse to 
support the deception of bottled 
water practices. Is that really too 
much to ask? 

AJ Sundar
Staff Columnist

The B.S. of bottled water

See AMMANN, page 5

Dennis is a junior in Arts & Sciences and 
a Forum Editor. He can be reached via 
e-mail at forum@studlife.com.

AJ is a freshman in Arts & Sciences. He 
can be reached via e-mail at asundar@
wustl.edu.



A few weeks ago, my 
roommate turned the 
radio on before he 
went to sleep. Some-

times he puts on his iPod, so this 
was not very surprising. I woke 
up to Christmas music playing. 
I thought, “I didn’t know this 
playlist had Christmas music on 
it.” Then I heard a commercial 
and realized that we had been 
listening to the radio. This was 
before Halloween.

Now, I can’t watch any TV 
at all without seeing at least 
one December-holiday-themed 
commercial per break. I have 
nothing against holiday cheer. 
In fact, I am a big fan of the 
December holidays. Chanukah 
is awesome. I’d quote Adam 
Sandler here if the quote didn’t 
bring up memories of a certain 
terrible animated movie whose 
name I won’t mention because it 
makes me sad and angry. 

I don’t know firsthand, but 
my Christian friends say that 
Christmas is pretty cool also, 
and I’m sure that someone out 
there likes Kwanzaa too.

I’m not trying to ruin any-
one’s holidays here, but it is far 
too early for all of the holiday 
stuff. It’s not even Thanksgiving 
yet! They were playing jingles 
on the radio before Halloween! 
If you’re reading this article on 
the day it comes out, there are 
39 days until Chanukah starts, 
42 until Christmas and 43 until 
Kwanzaa. That’s an incredibly 
long amount of time.

More than the length of time, 
though, is the feeling of the sea-
son. There hasn’t been any snow 
yet. There hasn’t even been a 
week straight of cold weather. 
The leaves are just starting to 
change colors and fall off the 
trees. That’s not the feeling of 
the holidays.

The holiday season is winter. 
Bare trees abound. No one can 
go outside without at least two 
layers of clothing on. It’s con-
sistently cold enough to snow. 
You can go to sleep at night 
and dream of a Swamp covered 
in a fresh layer of powder, and 

there’ll be a chance that that 
dream comes true overnight. 
Why would anyone roast chest-
nuts over an open fire if it’s 
not cold enough to justify the 
flames?

Christmas is on Dec. 25 
every year. Why is it, then, that 
Wal-Mart starts their “Carol 
of the Bells” commercial two 
months before that? “Carol of 
the Bells” is not an appropriate 

song to trick-or-treat to. It is not 
an appropriate song to celebrate 
amicable relations between 
refugees of religious persecution 
and people without a congenital 
resistance to smallpox. It is ap-
propriate in late December.

This is all part of an underly-
ing problem. The holiday season 
has shifted meaning. Thanksgiv-
ing isn’t about giving thanks 
for a good harvest anymore. 
It’s about stuffing yourself with 
turkey and then waking up early 
on Black Friday to go shop-
ping for presents. Chanukah 
isn’t about remembering some 
very strong oil; it’s about eight 
nights of presents and dreidels 
and gelt. Kwanzaa is no longer 
about African heritage; instead 
it’s about being the butt of every 
joke every holiday season.

Do we really need to turn 
everything we hold dear into a 
commercial orgy of commercial-
ism for its own sake? Does Wal-
Mart need to remind everyone 
that the holidays are coming up? 
Does Target think we’ll forget?

What happened to respecting 
tradition? 

Some 30 or so years after 
the movement really hit 
its stride, contempo-
rary intellectualism still 

struggles with extricating itself 
from the shadow of postmodern-
ism. Now, postmodernism is an 
extremely large and ill-defined 
movement, and the term means 
different things and refers to dif-
ferent time periods depending on 
whether you’re talking about lit-
erature, philosophy, art, architec-
ture, music or any number of other 
fields. But the center of the entire 
movement, and all of its branches, 
revolves around a sense of intel-
lectual relativism, and it is this 
core philosophy of postmodernism 
with which we still find ourselves 
dancing a reluctant tango.

The postmodern emphasis 
on relativism came out of many 
varied sources, and it would 
be disingenuous to imply that 
any one was wholly and solely 
responsible. Some larger sources 
can still be identified, however. 
In general, postmodernism was 
a revolt against absolutism, and 
so remembrances of the terrors 
of Nazism and fascism echoed 
painfully through the halls of its 
formation.

But the largest contemporary 
source was none other than Marx-
ism, particularly as exemplified by 
the glorification of the state in the 
Soviet Union but also in the way 

that it tries to construct a narra-
tive out of history in which every 
event has an objective, absolute 
purpose toward some higher goal. 
Rejecting such absolutism, the 
postmodernists found their values 
not on the universal level but 
rather on the local.

In contrast to the philosophies 
that spawned it, postmodernism 
is a decided breath of fresh air. 
If there’s one thing—philosoph-
ically, that is—that truly scares 
the snot out of me, it’s absolute 
certainty. At the point when one 
becomes absolutely convinced of 
his own rightness, and therefore 
of the absence of any need to heed 
the thoughts of others, a narcis-
sism of incredible potency is born. 
At this point, the self becomes 
the absolute good and nothing is 
forbidden, for anything is allowed 
when one becomes absolutely 
certain.

Yet what about the other 
extreme, the oxymoronic extreme 
of relativism? Although the core 
values of relativism include 
respect for others and their own 
thoughts, leaning too far in this 
direction produces an inability to 
oppose the actions of others. For 
example, multiculturalism teaches 
that we should respect those of 
other religions. Well, what if 
extremists from that religion teach 
that women, for example, are so 
entirely unequal to men that they 
don’t even count as humans (and 
please don’t think I’m only speak-
ing of Islam—this is a common 
element of many religious fringe 
groups)? Postmodernism would 
say that we are fine to oppose such 
treatment within our own society, 
but once we come to another, 
we have no right to impose our 
values upon them. At this point, 

the self becomes almost negated, 
and nothing is forbidden to anyone 
else, for anything is allowed when 
one becomes absolutely uncertain.

Both philosophies, when taken 
to the extreme, arrive at the same 
place.

The problem is that postmod-
ernism is an imperfect solution to 
absolutism because it only works 
for that person who adopts it. For 

everyone else, the postmodernist 
just becomes one less person to of-
fer opposition. And so most of us, 
even those (like myself) who find 
themselves somewhat endeared to 
relativism, acknowledge that there 
are certain situations in which we 
must put our respective feet down 
and declare an action to be wrong.

But when does this become 
okay? The postmodernist becomes 
caught in a paradox: to allow the 
other to act unopposed is to al-
low the existence of absolutism, 
the sworn philosophical enemy. 
But to oppose such an act is an 
exercise in absolutism itself and 

thus transforms the postmodernist 
into precisely what the move-
ment is designed to stop. Even for 
reformed postmodernists, this nag-
ging thought hovers nearby at all 
times, boring discreetly into their 
justifications.

And so, contemporary intel-
lectualism remains the hazy victim 
of postmodern excesses: able to 
comprehend the problem, yet un-
able to extricate itself enough to 
bring about the solution.

In order to break this stalemate, 
then, I propose a compromise: 
limited absolutism. Or limited 
relativism, if you like—both imply 
finding a medium in the dialectic. 
In order to maintain the possibility 
of morality, we must declare a few 
values to be absolute goods; things 
like the right to life, equality of 
opportunity and traditional liberty. 
If we have no values, then we 
have no morality. But in deference 
to postmodernism, the pool ought 
to remain small, so that we never 
become certain of too much. Such 
a solution counters the narcissism 
of absolutism, while still avoiding 
the crippling inaction of postmod-
ernism. 

Discussion of which values 
ought to be included in this small 
pool is far beyond the scope of 
this article; it would likely take 
a sizable book to do so appro-
priately. But I think the general 
idea is vital: A few core values 
are a necessity; everything else is 
negotiable. As Oscar Wilde said, 
“Morality, like art, means drawing 
a line someplace.” The trick, of 
course, is to find out where…
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Tom Butcher
Staff Columnist

Relativistic relativism
Or the postmodern 

conundrum

Bosnia is as much a nation 
as any other European country

At a time when the Unit-
ed States is celebrating 
its historical moment 
of having an African-

American President-elect in its 
own challenge against its racial 
and religious prejudices, it is dis-
appointing to see a biased article 
in an international affairs section 
regarding a European nation’s 
fate. In Caleb Posner’s column 
(Student Life, Nov. 5) he dis-
cusses Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 
nationhood or “historical validity” 
and proposes that the Bosnians 
should be denied of their indepen-
dence and statehood. His claims 
are poorly-based and biased. 

Posner attempts to negate 
the biggest achievement of the 

Clinton administration, to stop 
the Serbian genocide against the 
Bosnian people, and Richard 
Holbrooke, just because he thinks 
Bosnia is a breeding ground “for 
jihad and Islamism” requires 
serious consideration. (What 
is Islamism anyways? There is 
no political movement called 
Islamism in any kind of literature; 
did he mean radical Islamists? Or 
Islamic terrorists?) 

As a student of history and 
religions I feel obliged to object 
to any kind of misinformation, 
especially when it is guided with 
an agenda like Posner’s, which I 
believe is based mostly on per-
sonal biases, lack of information 
and academic immaturity.

I have a few questions to ask in 
response to Caleb Posner’s words.

1. Posner writes, “Truth be 
told, Bosnia has no historical le-

gitimacy.” How can any authority 
prove the historical legitimacy of 
a state? Who legitimizes a nation? 

Can Mr. Posner prove to me the 
legitimacy of Great Britain or 
United States, for example?

2.He next argues, “Bosnia is 
not a nation of historic validity, 

but a disputed buffer region.” 
Again, who validates if a nation is 
historically valid or not?

And is a nation a geographical 
term determined by buffer zone? 
Even if you use that ill-definition 
of buffer zone, Croatia was the 
buffer zone for centuries between 
the Ottoman Empire and the 
Habsburg Empire. If Bosnia is ar-
tificial, so are Serbia and Croatia, 
since all those were created by 
Jozip Tito after WWII artificially. 
With the same logic one can say 
that Yugoslavians were not a na-
tion, because it was a term created 
by Tito.

3. Dayton Accords did not 
create that federal system as 
Posner argues; it was a system 
going far back to Ottoman times 
which was equally applied by 
Tito. The Bosnian lands becom-
ing battlegrounds was the guilt of 

Serbian leaders, who ruthlessly 
and systematically applied means 
of genocide to claim majority in 
Bosnian lands. And all of those 
leaders went on trial for their part 
in genocide.

4. Posner claims that “Bosnia 
would be kept in check; its abil-
ity to provide a breeding ground 
for jihad and Islamism would 
be reduced by threat of invasion 
from neighbors.” This sentence 
explains Posner is against Bosnian 
independence just because there 
are Muslim people living in Bos-
nia. But, what kind of Islam do 
Bosnians practice, and are there 
any accounts that Bosnian people 
support any kind of terrorism? 
Any reasonable and informed 
person would know that Bosnian 
Muslims are generally tolerant 
and mild—it is one of the reasons 
they were butchered so easily by 

the Serbian soldiers.
My final question is this: Is 

Posner trying to justify Serbian 
genocide just because Bosnia has 
a sizeable Muslim population? 
What kind of an approach is it that 
leads to an American sophomore 
trying to deny a nation from its 
nationhood and proposing that 
that nation be swallowed up by its 
neighbors? The biggest problem 
concerning the American public is 
misinformation about internation-
al affairs, and this is mostly done 
by the agents of mass media.

I will be grateful to see our 
people more informed and less 
biased when making judgments on 
the rest of the world.

Edip Oncu
Op-Ed Submission ““The biggest problem 

concerning the Ameri-
can public is misinfor-
mation in international 

affairs.

““In general, postmod-
ernism was a revolt 

against absolutism, and 
so remembrances of the 
terrors of Nazism and 

fascism echoed painfully 
through the halls of its 

formation. 

Randy Brachman
Staff Columnist

’Tis the season

AMMANN from page 4
cipient on the label, along with 
“From: Santa.” It seems that it 
may be easier to accept a gift or 
a bit of help when the giver isn’t 
staring you in the face.

Anonymous giving can be 
even simpler—the next time you 
go to Schnucks or BearMart, 
remember to grab a few extra 
boxes of pasta or cans of peas 
to put in a food drive box. Or, if 
you’d rather, make out a check 
to one of our local Crisis Food 
Centers so they can use it to buy 
someone a Thanksgiving turkey 
or next week’s school lunches.  

If you have extra cloth-
ing lying around, take it to the 
ScholarShop and donate it; they 
use all proceeds from clothing 
sales to benefit Missouri college 
students who may not otherwise 
be able to fund their educations. 
Or if you’re out doing some 
holiday shopping anyway, go to 
the Plowsharing Crafts store on 
the Delmar Loop. They give fair 
payment to people in dozens of 
countries in return for gorgeous 
cards, clothing, carvings, orna-

ments and household items.
If you’re busy working on 

papers nonstop, take an online 
detour to an organization like 
Heifer International at www.
heifer.org; they fight poverty by 
using donations to give families 
their own livestock. Or fight to 
end hunger and poverty at www.
worldhungerrelief.org. Or do 
your part to slow the effects of 
HIV/AIDS, malaria and TB at 
www.theglobalfund.org.

The point here is that if you 
feel like you have enough, you 
have enough to share. Most of 
us are often strapped for cash 
or rent money, but none of us 
is starving or without a warm 
place to sleep. We can all give 
something, whether it’s $100 
toward a struggling family’s 
heating bill or spare change in 
the Salvation Army kettle in 
front of Target.

““I’m not trying to ruin 
anyone’s holidays here, 
but it is far too early for 
all of the holiday stuff. 

It’s not even Thanksgiv-
ing yet!

Randy is a freshman in Arts & Sciences. 
He can be reached via e-mail at 
r.brachman@gmail.com.

Katie is a senior in Arts & Sciences. 
She can be reached via e-mail at 
kaammann@artsci.wustl.edu.

Edip is a graduate student in Arts & 
Sciences. He can be reached via e-mail 
at eoncu@artsci.wustl.edu.

Tom is a junior in Arts & Sciences. 
He can be reached via e-mail at 
tmbutcher@wustl.edu.
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Hi-Pointe Auto Service & WashHi-Pointe Auto Service & Wash
Foreign and Domestic 
Auto Repair
Free Shuttle to Campus

“Serving our community honestly  for over 60 years.”

981 S. Skinker at Clayton Rd.

$6Try our ultimate  Tandem Rite 
Touch CAR WASH with “rainx” 

COUPON

Offer expires 12/31/08

Under the big Amoco sign!

for WU Students & Faculty

314-647-5005
Mon-Fri  7:30a - 6:00p
Call Alan for Appointment

regular price $11

"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend
7010 Pershing Ave • (314) 727-4854

WILLIAMS PHARMACY

• Most National Insurance Accepted
• Delivery Available
• Student Discount on Prescriptions
• 1-Day Film Developing
• Soda, Snacks, Beer & Wine
• Cosmetics
• ATM

Serving Wash U Students, Faculty & Health Service 
for Over 45 Years

Open Mon-Fri:  9am-9pm
Sat:  9am-7pm,  Sun  10am-4pm
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After 49 minutes and 49 sec-
onds of play, senior forward Tyler 
Nading scored the final points of 
the evening on a put back to de-
feat the Division II University of 
Missouri-St. Louis Tritons 91-90.

The defending national cham-
pions and current No. 1 Bears 
needed two overtime periods to 
defeat the Tritons in a game Wash. 
U. controlled from the opening tip. 
The game was the only exhibition 
contest for the Bears.

“I think at this time and for this 
part of the season, I was pretty 
pleased. I thought we did some 
things that normally we wouldn’t 
face this early in the season. We 
had to play against some pres-
sure and had to execute well, and 
we were able to do so and win 
the game,” Head Coach Mark Ed-
wards said. 

He added that the team needs to 
improve in many ways to be ready 
for another national title run.

The Red and Green were led 
by junior guard Aaron Thomp-
son, who scored a game-high 35 
points on 13-24 shooting and 9-17 
shooting from behind the three-
point line. Due to Thompson’s 
effectiveness, the Tritons decided 
to have two players contest his 
three-pointer with 14 seconds left 
in double overtime, which allowed 
Nading to win a one-on-one battle 
for the offensive rebound and put 
in an easy layup for the win.

Nading scored 18 while junior 
forward Cameron Smith dropped 
13 to round out the double-figure 

scoring for Wash. U.
Senior point guard Sean Wallis 

returned to the court after missing 
all but three games last season due 
to injury, and the senior logged 
36 minutes and scored five points 
while dishing out 10 assists.

Wash. U. allowed five Tritons 
to score in double figures but won 
the rebound battle 36-34 (13-10 
offensive rebounds) and only com-
mitted one more turnover than  the 
UMSL.

The Tritons never led in regula-
tion after being up 3-2 early, and 
only forced overtime after Wash. 
U. surrendered a 13-point lead with 
9:27 left in the game. In the first 
overtime, it was UMSL that forced 
Wash. U. to come back from a six-
point deficit to tie the game, which 
the Bears accomplished on three-
pointers from Thompson and Nad-
ing to force a second overtime.

Neither team led by more than 
two points in the second extra 
period, and Wash. U. was able to 
hold the Tritons scoreless in the 
final 11 seconds after Nading hit 
the game-winning shot.

“I thought it was great. Where 
else can you play an exhibition 
game and you get to play three 
endings? Win or lose, it didn’t 
make any difference for us. It 
was a great experience,” Edwards 
said.

The team lost just one starter 
from last season, and while the 
loss of all-American forward Troy 
Ruths may result in more perim-
eter shooting in the short term, 
Edwards expects his post players 
be significant contributors along 
with Thompson and Smith on the 
outside.

“This is definitely an experi-

enced team, but at the same time, 
we really do have a great freshman 
class…In the long run, this class 
between the guards and the big 
men is going to be a really, really 
good class,” Wallis said. 

The basketball program added 
seven freshmen this season.

“We will be a different team 
in November than we will be in 
February. I think that this team has 
potential, and now it’s just a mat-
ter of getting good bounces and 
making the right things happen for 
ourselves,” Edwards said.

The Bears will be looking to 

win the UAA conference, which 
currently has two other ranked 
teams, the Brandeis University 
Judges and University of Chicago 
Maroons at No. 9 and 21, respec-
tively.

The men open the season 
ranked No. 1 in the country for the 

second consecutive year Saturday 
at 1 p.m. (Mountain time) at the 
Colorado College Tip-Off Classic 
against North Park University.

“Especially with the national 
championship last year, it can 
make a team’s season just to come 
out and beat us,” Wallis said.

Men’s hoops opens with double overtime thriller
Joshua Goldman
Senior Sports Editor

Senior point guard Sean Wallis looks to make a pass over UMSL guard Beaumont Beasley on Saturday night.
JOSHUA GOLDMAN | STUDENT LIFE

With her three-pointer off of 
the opening tip, Washington Uni-
versity’s senior shooting guard Jill 
Brandt scored the first basket in 
intercollegiate women’s basketball 
history at Chaifetz Arena, albeit in 
exhibition play. The No. 6 Bears 
lost to Division I St. Louis Univer-
sity 76-63 in Wash. U.’s only exhi-
bition contest of the year.

“They played extremely hard. 
We just really wanted to put 40 
minutes together, and I was pretty 
proud of our intensity, and I think 
we had good depth throughout the 
game,” Head Coach Nancy Fahey 
said.

Senior all-American forward 
Jaimie McFarlin returned to action 
against the Billikens after missing 

most of last season due to injury. 
McFarlin did not score and fouled 
out with 9:30 remaining in the 
game.

After Brandt’s three, SLU 
answered with five straight and 
would not lose the lead until the 
end of the half. A three-point play 
by sophomore forward Kelsey 
Robb cut the lead to 14-13, and a 
three by sophomore point guard 
Alex Hoover kept the deficit at 
20-17, but the Bears would not tie 
the game until 5:49 left in the half 
after a layup by junior forward 
Zoë Unruh, who knotted the score 
at 25.

SLU scored the next five 
points, but Wash. U. fought back 
and eventually took the lead on 
two free throws by sophomore for-
ward Kathryn Berger and a three 
by senior point guard Shanna-Lei 
Dacanay, which gave the Bears a 
34-32 halftime lead.

The Billikens grabbed the lead 
with 17:12 left in the game, and 
SLU would not relinquish the out-
right lead for the remainder of the 
contest.

Robb, Berger and Unruh tied 
for a team high with 10 points 
while SLU guard Theresa Lisch 
led all scorers with 18 points.

The Red and Green were out-
matched physically, surrender-
ing 30 turnovers and 25 offensive 
rebounds to a taller, stronger and 
faster SLU team.

“It was a great experience. SLU 
has a great facility over there. We 
had a lot of fun, and we hung with 
them. It could only have been a 
positive,” Fahey said.

Fahey views this year’s team as 
more seasoned, as the team returns 
all five starters and its main core 
of reserves. While the freshmen 
will get playing opportunities, 
they will not be forced to learn 

from experience during the key 
minutes of every game.

“We played a lot of people 
[against SLU], which shows our 
depth. We have a lot of girls that 
can compete at a very high level, 
and so the competition on our team 
is definitely high, but we’re using 
that to our advantage, and it’s not 
really messing up any team chem-
istry so far,” Brandt, a co-captain, 
said.

The Bears will also try to win 
the powerhouse UAA conference, 
which currently features three 
ranked teams. The University of 
Rochester is ranked fifth in Divi-
sion III while Wash. U. is sixth 
and the defending conference 
champion University of Chicago 
is ranked 11th. Brandeis Univer-
sity also received votes in the 
d3hoops.com top 25 poll.

“When you get into the tour-
nament, you want to earn it. You 

don’t want anything getting hand-
ed to you…if you get in, you have 
a chance to advance,” Fahey said 
on the team’s tough schedule.

The Lady Bears open the regu-
lar season on Saturday at 3 p.m. 
against Concordia University in 
the Field House. The team will 
not play its first away game until 
Dec. 5 and will face either rival 

No. 3 DePauw University or No. 
10 Illinois Wesleyan University on 
Nov. 22 at the Lady Bears’ Tip-Off 
Tournament. 

“It’s definitely going to start us 
off on the right foot for the rest of 
the season,” Brandt said. She also 
went on to note that the Red and 
Green went undefeated at home 
last season.

WU 91  UMSL 90

Joshua Goldman
Senior Sports Editor

Lady Bears give Billikens tough game
WU 63  SLU 76

Junior forward Janice Evans drives to the basket against SLU on Friday 
night.

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE
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Just one Google search, and I 
am bombarded with the “health 
and wellness” benefi ts of açaí. 
Pronounced “Ah-sigh-ee,” this 
powerful berry has been picked 
up on several radar screens with 
news coverage from ABC News, 
CBS’s “The Early Show” and “The 
Oprah Winfrey Show,” as well as 
an article in The Washington Post. 
It seems this berry—discovered 
by Westerners only within the past 
10 or 15 years—is becoming the 
new craze in health food stores and 
Hollywood Boulevard alike. Touted 
for its disease-fi ghting nutrients, 
rich, aromatic taste—a mix of red 
wine and dark chocolate—and its 
weight loss proprieties, health food-
ies as well as actors are fl ocking to 
the stores to purchase the berry in 
fresh, frozen and dried forms and in 
pulp, juice, tea and pills.

So why açaí, and why now? I 
had been hearing about the berry 
for the past few months, but it 
wasn’t until my roommate asked 
me about it that I recognized just 
how popular this little berry had 
become, and for good reason. Açaí, 
harvested in the Amazon rainforests 
of Brazil, has been recognized as a 
“superfood” by many doctors for its 
nutrition—namely, its high concen-
tration of antioxidants, dietary fi ber, 
amino acids and essential fatty 
acids. What does this mean for your 
body? It will help combat prema-
ture aging, promote cardiovascular 
and digestive health and allow for 
proper muscle function, restora-

tion and rejuvenation. As college 
students, we can also benefi t from 
the high energy effects of açaí, as 
many have remarked that the boost 
of energy it gives can carry them 
throughout the day. Due to its juice 
and pulp forms, it can be mixed 
into breakfast smoothies, blending 
with other fruits seamlessly. 

Hollywood has become ob-
sessed with acaí because it has been 
known to slow aging as well as 
decrease appetite—thus creating a 
one-stop panacea for several actors/
actresses. Whether there is any real 
proof to support the side effects 
of the berry is still questionable. 
While the antioxidants and nutrients 
have been shown to reduce diseases 
associated with old age—high 
cholesterol, heart disease, etc.—
there is no proof that indicates 
açaí is an “anti-aging” berry. In a 
certain light, we can view the berry 
as such, and certainly it seems that 
including it as part of a healthy diet 
will improve overall health, but I 
am skeptical about the long-term 
benefi ts of using such a berry, 
since no long-term usage has been 
documented. In addition, many of 
the Web sites promoting the berry 
coincidentally sell the açaí berry 
products; a fact that clearly cre-
ates an established bias. As far as 
weight-loss miracle stories, aside 
from a few testimonials of success-
ful users, there is no real proof that 
it works as a diet supplement to 
reduce appetite. However, I would 
most defi nitely promote the use of 
açaí before resorting to medica-
tions, drugs or starvation diets, 
and so it is defi nitely worth a shot! 
Also, what separates it from other 

Hollywood crash diets is that the 
diet does not mean only eating açaí 
or doing any sort of crazy ritualis-
tic dieting patterns. Just including 
açaí berries into yogurt, smoothies, 
salads or breads is part of the trick 

because then you can consume 
them as part of a healthy diet and 
reap the benefi ts. 

As always, my recommenda-
tion is to go out there and try it! 
Açaí products are sold at Costco, 

Trader Joe’s, Whole Foods and 
Schnucks along with several other 
retail grocery stores—so what are 
you waiting for? After all, like they 
say, the proof is in the pudding—or 
rather, the proof is in the berry. 

Information from this article 
was gathered from: www.acai.vg, 
www.acaiberrynutrient.com, www.
oprah.com, www.acaiberryjuice.
org, www.ehow.com, and www.
acaiberryjuice.org.

Brooke Genkin
Health Columnist

SECURITY from page 1
the Offi ce of Residential Life,” Wale-
hwa wrote in an e-mail to Student Life. 
“When an incident occurs that might 
warrant the sending of an emergency 
text message, those responsible for the 
safety of the community consult quick-
ly and make a decision about sending 
an alert message.” 

Walehwa said that ResLife was in 
close contact with the Washington Uni-
versity Police Department (WUPD) 
soon after King’s murder and that nei-
ther party deliberated on whether to is-
sue a campus-wide alert.

“It was quickly apparent there was 
no immediate threat to those in the Uni-
versity community,” Walehwa wrote. 
“Chief Strom was in contact with key 
members of the Residential Life team 
early in the morning of Saturday, No-
vember 1.”

According to Wild, the University 
is very conscious about how often it 
sends out campus-wide e-mails, so as 
not to alarm students to an unnecessary 
extent.

“I can certainly understand why 
some people would want the University 
to do that, but we have to be thoughtful 
about the frequency of messages that 
we send out,” Wild said. “But I also 
think that for the University to send out 
a mass e-mail, we would do that if we 
felt that there was something that peo-
ple needed to do to change their behav-
ior to reduce their likelihood of them 
being harmed by a crime, or something 

along those lines.”
Wild also noted that the University 

did not issue an announcement out of 
respect for the King family. King was 
a 1980 University alum and the son of a 
former medical school dean.

“Out of respect to the family and 
the loved ones of the deceased offi cer, 
we felt that our lowering the fl ag to 
half mast and recognizing him in that 
important way was an important way 
to acknowledge the sad event rather 
than making it a bigger University an-
nouncement or something along those 
lines,” Wild said. 

The murder of King occurred two 
weeks after the mugging at gunpoint 
of a University student just outside the 
Greenway Apartments. 

Greenway resident Dione Drew, a 
junior, said she was not satisfi ed with 
the University’s response, and wrote a 
letter to WUPD in which she enumer-
ated some security suggestions to them.

“I think the entire community 
should have had a chance to know 
about the event. Just because it didn’t 
happen right around them doesn’t mean 
it doesn’t effect them,” Drew said. “If 
violent crimes are happening so close to 
where students live then they should be 
aware of them.”

Both Drew and Kane recommended 
that the University expand its Bear Pa-
trol services, which is a group of students 
enlisted to augment WUPD’s security 
detail. In her letter to WUPD, Drew said 

that at the beginning of the semester she 
called Bear Patrol to walk her back to 
Greenway from an on-campus building, 
but the Bear Patrol informed her that it 
could not walk her back because Green-
way, a ResLife building, was out of its 
range. 

Drew will be sitting on the Univer-
sity’s Safety and Security Committee, 
and said that in general the University 
tends to have effective responses to 
safety issues but could improve in the 
area of prevention. 

“The response is amazing but I 
would love to work on prevention,” 
Drew said. It’s an area I think I can re-
ally help make a positive impact on the 
community.”

The Safety and Security Committee 
was created before both King’s mur-
der and the Greenway mugging. It is 
intended to facilitate communication, 
coordination and distribution of infor-
mation on campus safety and security.

Wild said that he and the other mem-
bers of the administration are available 
if students have any concerns and that 
they are working to ensure the safety of 
the students. 

“Our number one concern is the 
safety of our students,” he said. “We 
want our students to feel safe. We want 
all our students to have information that 
they need.” 

With additional reporting by Kat 
Zhao

Açaí, seen here in its juice form, is most often consumed as a puree or smoothie of the berry.
LUCY MOORE | STUDENT LIFE

Açaí+
The 

proof is 
in the 
berry
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Thursday, November 13 to 
Sunday, November 23

You’ve al-
ways wanted 
to go to a 
fi lm festival, 

but it’s far too expensive to fl y to Cannes, and you’re not really feeling the 
whole Utah in January scene. Well, my friend, you are in luck! Thursday begins 
the 17th annual Saint Louis International Film Festival. SLIFF, as it is more 
commonly known, was started in 1992 with the hopes of making fi lm a more 
recognizable and dominant art form in St. Louis and showcases 25 innovative, in-
dependent fi lms. SLIFF has come a long way from its humble beginnings. Now 
run by the non-profi t Cinema St. Louis, SLIFF is one of the biggest festivals in 

the Midwest. 
Starting this Thursday, 

Nov. 13, and running until Sunday, 
Nov. 23, St. Louis will host more than 260 features, 

documentaries and shorts hailing from all over the world. 
But SLIFF does not just screen international and independent fi lms; a lot of 

the movies playing have received rave reviews, and some have even generated 
Oscar buzz. France’s winning drama, “The Class” (showing at Plaza Frontenac 
on Nov. 22) was awarded the coveted Palm d’Or at Cannes. Peter Boyle’s “Slum-
dog Millionaire,” about an 18-year-old trying to win the love of his life by win-
ning India’s “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire,” took home Toronto’s People’s 
Choice Award. And Mickey Rourke’s performance in “The Wrestler” has been 
warranting some talk of an Oscar nomination (but you can see for yourself at the 
Tivoli on Nov. 23.)

This year, SLIFF is awarding a Lifetime Achievement Award to Paul 
Schrader, writer of “Raging Bull” and the man responsible for introducing us to 
Richard Gere and Richard Gere’s junk in “American Gigolo.” Schrader will also 
be screening his newest fi lm, “Adam Resurrected,” starring Jeff Goldblum as a 

magnetic Holocaust survivor living in a mental institution. And Saint Louis na-
tives Darren Grodsky and Danny Jacobs will be holding a question-and-answer 
session after the showing of their fi lm, “Humboldt County,” a moving story about 
a disillusioned UCLA med student who fi nds himself stranded on a pot-farm.

Although you probably won’t see George Clooney or Brangelina on the Loop 
this week, SLIFF has had some notable attendees in the past, including Ken 
Burns, Cedric the Entertainer and Kevin Kline. 

With its dramas, comedies, romances and movies about exploiting the Pope’s 
visit to your town by buying a porta-potty and charging people to use it (Uru-
guay’s “The Pope’s Toilet,” Nov. 19), SLIFF has something to satisfy everyone. 

Feeling a void now that the election is over? You can get your fi x by watching 
the insane amount of work that goes into the senior-class presidential election 
at the renowned Stuyvesant High School in “Frontrunners.” What about those 
documentaries, you ask? From America’s dependence on oil (“Fuel,” Nov. 16) to 
the Miss Gay America contest (“Pageant,” Tivoli, Nov. 19) to soccer’s recogni-
tion as a unifying global force (“The Power of the Game,” Nov. 23), the docs at 
SLIFF portray interesting takes on a wide variety of subjects. 

Or, if you are a big Pixar fan, you can see 13 of their amazing shorts for free 
on Nov. 21 at the Saint Louis Art Museum. And, because vampires and teenagers 
go together like peanut butter and jelly, don’t miss Sweden’s “Let the Right One 
In” (Nov. 15) —a Hollywood remake is already in the works.

With so many good movies showing so close to campus (“The Making of 
Wall-E” is actually showing in Brown), SLIFF is an event not to be missed. 
Check out our picks, and for more information about schedules, other movies and 
advanced ticket sales, check out http://www.cinemastlouis.org/. -Stephanie Spera

“A Good Day to Be 
Black & Sexy” 

“A Good Day to Be Black & 
Sexy” is a cavalry of vignettes 
about black relationships that 
range from poetic to sexaholic. 
The variety could have made 
the feature frenetic, but it’s put 
together extremely well. You’ll 

never ask for anything more or 
less from every vignette; each one 
gets in, does its business and then 
gets out and is satisfying in its 
simplicity. There was actually a 
point where I felt that a certain vi-
gnette didn’t end conclusively, but 
then it was given a second part, 
which tied up the ends nicely.

Dennis Dortch’s direction is 
both compelling and economical, 
though not in a way that cheats 
the viewer. There’s nothing quite 
as satisfying as a jump cut to 
create comedic timing, and the 
camera bobs around like a balloon 
in the wind that isn’t frantic, but 
subdued and frank. The acting 
ranges from solid to superb.  

There are two basic types of 
vignettes in this fi lm. In the fi rst 

type, what you see is what you 
get, and these are usually hilari-
ous and chock-full of quotable 
lines. The other type, the yin to 
that yang, grabs you every time 
you think there’s nothing there, 
revealing an underworld of nu-
ance just beneath the surface, the 
movie begging you to join in the 
fun.  

It’s a smooth watch in the 
conventional sense; there aren’t 
any overdone processed shots or 
whoosh transitions. It’s old-school 
fun, and while this makes “Black 
& Sexy” a bit hokey at times, 
there’s no denying the authentic-
ity it develops.  -Percy Olsen

Monday, Nov. 17, 9:30 p.m.
Tivoli 3

“Half-Life”

“Half-Life” is one of those rare 
movies where it doesn’t matter how 
busy you are or what you were thinking 
about before you started watching it. 
When the credits start rolling, you just 
sit there, immobilized, listening to the 
music in stunned silence. It could quite 
easily win an Oscar, and I can’t think of 
a movie more deserving.

Now, the problem with Oscar-
worthy movies is that they tend to be 
diffi cult to understand. Half-Life is, 

quite clearly, at least somewhat about 
the consequences of global warming. 
But don’t despair, all you Freshman 
Reading Program veterans who think 
you’ve heard all you need to hear on 
that subject. The movie starts from the 
premise that California is underwater 
and the air is becoming toxic, but these 
realities are underplayed in favor of the 
story of a broken family. 

The fact that everyone half-expects 
the world to end interplays with the 
world of the Wu family, which is crash-
ing down around them. And in fact, 
reality becomes quite blurred at times. 
There is a “Calvin and Hobbes” effect 
going on with Timothy Wu, whose ex-
periences tend to blur together with his 
drawings and incredible imagination. 
Or maybe he’s not imagining it, and he 
really has powers. In the end, the line 
between imagination and reality is so 
blurred that it’s better not to try to fi gure 

out what’s really happening.
There is a single story that ties the 

movie together, but for the fi rst half hour 
or so, it can be hard to put that together. 
The beauty is in the visual vignettes: 
eclipses, a broken stoplight and several 
lovely dream scenes in animation at 
once eerily realistic and twisted in 
unexpected ways. 

It all comes together to create not 
just a movie but an experience. If you 
do get a chance to see “Half-Life,” don’t 
try too hard to fi gure out what’s going 
on while you’re watching it. There will 
be plenty to talk about afterward, from 
homophobia to the environment, from 
doomed love to the need for control 
over an unpredictable world. But while 
it’s going on, just sit back and enjoy the 
ride. -Nora Long

 Saturday, Nov. 15, 7:45 p.m., 
Tivoli 3

“Amal”

Director Richie Mehta’s fi lm 
“Amal” nails teaching its viewers 

the lesson with which it begins: 
“The poorest of men can be the 
richest.” It is a hard lesson to 
learn, indeed, but Mehta makes 
sure you take it home with you.

 “Amal” is a poor rickshaw 
driver in India who one day drives 
a cranky old man to a seemingly-
pointless destination. It turns out 
the man is a millionaire looking 
for a good person. It also happens 
that the old man happened to be 
on the eve of his death during the 
ride. He writes a new will hours 
before dying, leaving his money 
to “Amal” and not his partner or 
questionable children.  

The fi lm is subtitled (although 
there is some English), but don’t 
let that deter you from seeing it. 
Unlike Bollywood fi lms, there 
is only one song in “Amal,” but 
it is beautiful; I watched it at 
least three times to fully grasp its 
meaning.  

This emotional, moral and 
well-crafted fi lm is one that should 
not be passed over. Go see it. 
You’ll come home with a lesson 
you didn’t know you wanted to 
learn. -Marcia McIntosh

Sunday, Nov. 16, 2 p.m. 
Frontenac

“Blind Mountain”

“Blind Mountain” is the story of 
Bai Xuemei (Huang Lu), a college-
educated girl in early-1990s China, 
who is tricked into traveling into 
the countryside, drugged and then 
sold to be the wife of a villager. 
When she wakes up, she fi nds 

herself taken hostage by a family in 
the village, as the wife of their son. 

The rest of the fi lm follows 
Xuemei as she deals with her new 
“marriage,” including her rape 
by her “husband.” The fi lm also 
chronicles her various attempts to 
escape her fate as a purchased wife 
in a countryside village and the 
various alliances she makes—in-
cluding a schoolteacher, one of her 
“nephews” and one of her fellow 
bought wives. 

Overall, it’s a hard-hitting, 
emotional view of human traffi ck-
ing in China. The movie, with no 
background music, looks and feels 
a lot like a documentary: Each shot 
brings the viewers in and exposes 

them to a side of China not often 
seen. “Blind Mountain” is ex-
tremely powerful and engaging, but 
that doesn’t mean that it’s fl awless. 
At times, it seems a little jumpy 
and doesn’t always explain changes 
in time, making the plot diffi cult to 
follow. 

While “Blind Mountain” makes 
a deliberate attempt to draw on 
the viewers’ emotional response to 
Xuemei’s kidnapping and purchase, 
the fi lm does so with fantastic 
acting, an intriguing plotline and a 
great message. -Alexander Terrono

Friday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m.
Frontenac

“Fashion Victims”

Considering that “Fashion Victims” 
is billed as a comedy, the viewer 
spends a surprising amount of time 
feeling sorry for the main characters 
rather than laughing. Don’t get me 
wrong, the premise has potential: 
Wolfgang, who sells conservative 
clothes for older women, has his 
driver’s license revoked just when he 
needs to compete with younger man 
Steven, who wants to take the com-
pany in a new direction. To keep up, 
Wolfgang cancels his son’s vacation 
and forces him to drive him from store 
to store, pitching his clothes. 

Meanwhile, the son, Karsten, falls 
in love with Steven, unaware that 

Steven is his father’s rival, and with-
out his father even knowing he’s gay. 
The comedic possibilities are surely 
there. But rather than focusing on 
this bizarre triangle (or square, once 
Wolfgang’s wife gets involved) of 
misunderstandings, the movie shows 
a lot of scenes of Karsten being bored 
while his father fails to sell clothes or 
Wolfgang getting into fi nancial trouble 
and alienating his wife. Granted, a lot 
of great comedy involves laughing at 
other people’s pain, but especially in 
today’s economy, this felt too real to 
be funny.

As the plot progresses, there are 
a few good scenes. The climax, in 
which all the main characters end up 
in different rooms of an inn without 
realizing it, (and involves theft, guns, 
nudity and a lake) is plenty engaging. 
It has all the right ingredients for hilar-
ity. And yet somehow, I still wasn’t 
quite laughing. Maybe the German 
humor just didn’t translate.

The actual language barrier isn’t a 
problem. The subtitles, far from being 
a distraction, helped the fl ow of the 
movie. All the scenes of sales pitches 

for clothes might have been a bit slow 
if I hadn’t needed a few extra seconds 
to read the subtitles. And there were a 
few cute moments of role reversal that 
hinged on the exact repetition of previ-
ous lines, so the visual learners in the 
audience were more likely to get the 
jokes since the words were right there 
on the screen. 

The problem with this movie 
wasn’t one of nationality; it was one 
of genre. If director Ingo Rasper had 
chosen to pitch the movie as just a 
slice of life, rather than attempting 
humor in a movie that was generally 
not humorous, it might have been 
more enjoyable to watch. But then, 
the question remains: Why should 
people spend their money and nearly 
two hours of their lives watching it? I 
have no good answer to this question. 
And until I meet a German person 
who found it hilarious, I will maintain 
that “Fashion Victims” simply fell fl at. 
-Nora Long

Saturday, Nov. 15, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 17, 9 p.m.
Frontenac

“Shadowland”

I, for one, have appreciated the 
supernatural eruption that we have 
seen in the entertainment industry 
lately, especially pertaining to 
vampires. Yet “Shadowland,” writ-
ten and directed by Wyatt Weed, 
does not stand up to the standards 
set by its peers. 

The fi lming was excellent. I 
liked the idea of a vampire wak-

ing up 100 or so years later not 
remembering anything and being 
hunted by a vampire slayer sent 
by the church. That fact that the 
vampire Laura can not remember 
anything about her past is fl at-out 
told to the audience by a restau-
rant owner who meets her for 
the fi rst time and coincidentally 
happens to guess she has amne-
sia. Yet throughout the fi lm, the 
audience sees snapshots of Laura’s 
past before she was buried alive. 
So the audience usually forgets the 
amnesia idea until the end, when 
she is supposed to have her great 
awakening.  

When we see a pastor driving 
a stake into Laura’s heart with 
a hammer and watch fake blood 
spew from her mouth, it seems 
easy to guess how the movie will 
play out. But in those assump-

tions, we would be wrong; I, for 
one, was surprised by the ending, 
nor were my questions about 
Laura answered. If there was some 
higher message, I don’t think I 
grasped it.

On a positive note, the costum-
ing was well crafted (except for 
one particularly fi nely-dressed 
bum). But the story both told 
too much at the beginning and 
not enough at the end. Combine 
that with the amateur acting, the 
unpredictable, yet close-to-cheesy 
script and the awkward plot 
warranted two out of fi ve stars, 
if we’re being generous. See it if 
you want some easy watching; just 
don’t take any of it too seriously.  
-Marcia McIntosh

Friday, Nov. 14, 10:30 p.m.
Tivoli 1

“Wendy and Lucy”

“Wendy and Lucy” is a small fi lm 
focused completely on a few days in 
the life of Wendy (Michelle Williams), 
a young woman driving to Alaska 
from Indiana to fi nd work, accompa-
nied only by her dog, Lucy. Wendy 
is just a few hundred dollars short of 
complete destitution; she lives out of 
her car and brushes her teeth in gas 
station bathrooms. 

Shortly after we’re introduced to 
Wendy, her car breaks down in an 
unnamed town in Oregon, setting off 
a chain of events culminating with 

the loss of Lucy. As Wendy attempts 
to better her situation, she interacts 
with a limited but compelling cast of 
characters, including a sympathetic 
security guard (Wally Dalton) and a 
terrifying, unhinged homeless man 
(Larry Fessenden).

The fi lm doesn’t tell us much about 
Wendy’s past, but, regardless of the 
level of responsibility she may have 
for her present situation, it’s almost 
impossible not to sympathize with her. 
Her borderline poverty places a severe 
weight on the decision to spend just a 
few dollars, even when it’s for food. 

If she has parents, they’re no 
longer in the picture, and her sister, 
whom she calls after losing Lucy, is 
more than cold toward her. Her dog 
is the only warmly-emotional bond 
she has. As Lucy continues to be 
lost, the desperation that creeps into 
Wendy’s voice is genuine. The bond 
between the pair could have easily 
been manipulated to falsely exploit the 
viewer’s emotion, but, to her credit, 
director Kelly Reichardt keeps the fi lm 

grounded in honesty.
Williams turns in an incredible per-

formance as the beaten-down Wendy. 
Life has obviously taken its toll on 
the poor girl, and she’s responded by 
emotionally closing herself off. Wendy 
is a woman of few words, and her 
expression rarely breaks from one of 
sad, numbed resignation. After her 
traumatic encounter with Fessenden’s 
homeless man, she fi nally does break 
down, and Williams’s performance, 
full of desperation and distress, strikes 
with a deep poignancy. 

“Wendy and Lucy” may be small, 
but that doesn’t change the fact that 
it is an impressive accomplishment 
for Reinhardt, further establishing her 
status as a talented indie fi lmmaker to 
keep an eye on. The fi lm is strong in 
its own right, and it takes on an even 
greater signifi cance when placed in 
the context of current events. -Brian 
Bloomer

Monday, Nov. 17, 7 p.m.
Tivoli 1

“King of the Hill”

With its bleak context, “King of 
the Hill” is more mature than most 
movies that star child actors; but once 
the fi lm gets going, you’ll realize that 
it’s more mature than most movies, 
period. What’s most impressive is 
that the movie doesn’t use the con-
ventional expressions of depression 
to convey how sad the situation is. In-
stead, it relies on a story that peppers 
the depressing bits here and there.  

The Great Depression setting 
helps the tone immensely, and the 
authenticity shines through most 
of the script’s quirks. The plot is 
conventional: An imaginative boy, 
Lester (Jesse Bradford), with a 
penchant for lying wants to make 
whatever money he can to save 
his family from immense debt. It’s 
charming to watch him scramble 
around in search of cash; his lies take 
on a life of their own, even though 
he only lies to save the last shreds of 
dignity the depression hasn’t already 
snatched away. But there’s always an 
underbelly that is almost never dealt 
with, that character and fi lmmaker 
must have noticed. It’s depressing in 
every way, which makes some of the 
more lighthearted moments feel out 
of place instead of relieving.  

The large cast of child actors 
doesn’t always hit the right notes, but 
they get the job done. Bradford does 

justice to A.E. Hotchner’s screen-self, 
Aaron Kurlander, by at least looking 
level-headed in even the most adverse 
situations, and while a young Adrien 
Brody isn’t a major player, he is 
wonderfully slick in the role of Lester.

“King of the Hill” is an adaptation 
of St. Louisan Hotchner’s memoir, 
and the best part about seeing this one 
at SLIFF may be the panel on book-
to-fi lm translations that accompanies 
the screening. You’ll get the opinions 
of travelled cinematographer Elliot 
Davis, casting director Carrie Houk 
and Wash. U. professor Henry Sch-
vey on the panel, and I honestly think 
the diversity in the panel members’ 
opinions and backgrounds could turn 
out to be more interesting than the 
differences between text and screen. 
-Percy Olsen

Saturday, Nov. 22, 7:30 p.m.
Brown, Free!
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