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Robin Carnahan, Missouri 
Secretary of State, was on 
campus yesterday to talk to 
Student Life reporter Johann 
Qua Hiansen. Full video 
footage of the interview is 
online.

“Hey—what’s that 
new frozen yogurt 

place on the Loop?”  
Find out on the back 

page today.

Cadenza reviews some 
of the best horror fi lms to 
freak you out this All Hal-

lows Eve. 

FRO-YO HI-PROFILE FOOTAGE

The Washington University 
School of Engineering & Applied 
Science has decided not to offer 
the civil engineering major to stu-
dents matriculating in 2009 or later 
as part of its “strategic plan for the 
future,” according to a letter from 
Dean Salvatore Sutera to the engi-
neering faculty.

“The Department of Mechani-
cal, Aerospace & Structural En-
gineering (MASE), which now 
houses most of the civil engineer-
ing program, has decided to focus 
its intellectual efforts and resources 
in order to build its strength in bio-
technology, energy and materials 
engineering,” Sutera wrote. “Be-
ginning fall 2008, the School of 

Engineering will no longer admit 
students into the traditional civil 
engineering undergraduate degree 
program, and the School of Engi-
neering will not seek re-accredita-
tion for the degree program.”

The civil engineering program 
must meet extensive criteria to be 
accredited by the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technol-
ogy (ABET). Among these criteria 
are a required minimum number of 
qualified faculty members.

According to Department Chair 
Philip Bayly, the MASE depart-
ment currently consists of only four 
civil engineering faculty members 
and eight mechanical engineering 
faculty members. Because many 
faculty members have recently re-
tired, the University would have 
to hire more in order to meet the 
ABET criteria.

“Of course we will hire new 

faculty and grow, but have to de-
cide carefully in which direction to 
grow,” Bayly said. “The needs of 
society, as well as the specific op-
portunities here at Wash. U., have 
led us to focus our intellectual ef-
forts on biotechnology, energy and 
materials engineering.”

The engineering school cur-
rently has 1,003 undergraduates, 
of whom 61 are civil engineering 
students.

Current ABET accreditation 
expires in September 2013, so the 
University cannot issue Bachelor 
of Science degrees in civil engi-
neering after that date.

In a separate letter to students 
intending to major in civil engi-
neering, Sutera explained that this 
decision should have no effect on 
their education.

“All current civil engineering 
undergraduate students will be able 

to graduate with an ABET-accredit-
ed degree, as long as you graduate 
within the next five years,” Sutera 
said in the letter to students.

The removal of the civil en-
gineering major is one of many 
changes to the engineering school, 
and comes more than a year after 
the restructuring of the school un-
der the deanship of Mary Sansa-
lone, whom Sutera replaced this 
past summer as dean after her de-
parture last spring.

Sansalone’s Plan for Excellence 
saw the elimination of the under-
graduate aerospace engineering 
major, the consolidation of several 
departments and new research ini-
tiatives in many departments.

Although in his letter Sutera as-
sures students and faculty that the 

When Loop Lofts resident 
Gregory Marks woke up at 9 a.m. 
on Sunday, Sept. 16, he did expect 
anything out of the ordinary.  

But when his feet touched the 
watery fl oor, the morning became 
anything but typical.

“I just got up [like] regular, put 
my feet down, and all of a sudden 
my feet were wading around and up 
to my shins in water,” Marks, a ju-
nior, said.

Marks was one of many residents 
of the off-campus, Residential Life-
owned apartments who woke up that 
morning to fi nd their apartments fi ll-
ing up with water after the remnants 
of Hurricane Ike caused fl ooding in 
several local neighborhoods.

“I was pretty frantic at that point. 
I was running around my room, 
see[ing] shoes fl oating around,” he 
said. “I tried to get everything off 
the fl oor as fast as I could, on the 
tabletops and things like that.”

Overall, the Loop Lofts suf-
fered signifi cant damage from the 
fl ood. Dozens of students’ vehicles 
and many of the students’ belong-
ings were destroyed and the two 
buildings’ fi rst fl oors were fl ooded, 
sometimes with more than a foot of 
water.

According to Josh Walehwa, as-
sociate director of residential life, the 
Offi ce of Residential Life (ResLife) 
and the students have worked to-
gether to pick up the pieces.

“This fl ash fl ood was an unex-
pected occurrence that was the fault 
of nobody,” Walehwa wrote in an 
e-mail to Student Life. “Our focus 
has been to support students through 
this diffi cult time.”

But Loop Lofts resident DeDe 
Alexander, a junior, said that many 
students who do not live in the Lofts 
are unaware of what happened more 
than a month ago.

“I felt like I lived on another 
plane or in a different world,” she 
said.

More than a month later, recov-
ery efforts continue, but residents 
agree that the event has left an in-
delible mark on their college experi-
ences.

“It’s defi nitely something I’ll re-
member the rest of my life,” Marks 
said. “It was pretty surreal waking 
up to that situation and having to 

Haven’t found that perfect soror-
ity just yet? You might be in luck.

The Greek Life Offi ce is in the 
process of interviewing candidates 
for a seventh sorority on campus. The 
three contenders, Gamma Phi Beta, 
Alpha Omicron Pi and Tri Delta, fi n-
ished presentations on Tuesday to the 
Greek Life Extension Committee.

The committee anticipates a fi nal 
decision by the end of the fall semes-
ter.

The extension process began two 
years ago, after the Women’s Panhel-
lenic Association voted to look into 
allowing another sorority on campus. 

The most recent sorority to be 
added to the Greek community at the 
University was Chi Omega in 2003. 
In the intervening years, interest in 

Greek life has steadily increased, es-
pecially among women.

The fi nal decision will be made 
in consideration of numerous fac-
tors, including limited resources due 
to high membership in each of the 
sororities. Though Greek women 
outnumber Greek men by only 20 
members, the Interfraternity Council 
(IFC) has twice as many member fra-
ternities.

When the Panhellenic Associa-
tion decided to pursue expansion, 11 
of the 20 other national Panhellenic 
organizations submitted applications 
to the Extension Committee. The 
committee is comprised of a non-af-
fi liated woman, a member of the IFC, 
and a representative of each sorority.

Each sorority participating in the 
application process is represented be-
fore the committee with an executive 
director from the national branch, a 
traveling consultant, different stake-

holders from alumnae associations 
and local alumnae from the greater 
St. Louis area. There is also an op-
portunity to bring in local collegians 
from schools such as the University 
of Illinois, Saint Louis University and 
Vanderbilt University.

Though the accounts from soror-
ity alumnae might help their cause, 
the Extension Committee is looking 
more for the total package presented 
by each sorority. The committee val-
ues a strong philanthropy program 
that doesn’t mirror any other on cam-
pus, as well as commitment to leader-
ship.

“We’re looking for programming 
leadership initiatives that would em-
power [Wash. U.] women to step be-
yond their own expectations and to 
really move in the direction of taking 
some of the top leadership positions 
in the community,” Ryan Henne, di-
rector of Greek Life, said.

If selected, the national branch of 
the new sorority would be required to 
bring a full-time base consultant who 
would live on campus and help to cul-
tivate and supervise the initial stages 
of the chapter’s initiation on campus 
for anywhere from two to fi ve years. 
The fi rst steps of the process could 
potentially start in the spring semes-
ter with information sessions and re-
cruitment programming.

Lucy Morlan, coordinator for 
chapter development, emphasized 
the long-term nature of the process. 

 “We don’t really have much to 
say [about the process] at this point,” 
Morlan said. “The next steps would 
involve a series of decisions from the 
administration, the committee and 
numerous other contributors.” 

All fraternities and sororities cur-
rently on campus have the opportuni-

After past controversy, efforts 
from Student Union and the Congress 
of the South 40 to increase coopera-
tion and communication have gener-
ated mixed results.

But most members of the bod-
ies feel that in the past, the animos-
ity between Congress of the South 40 
(CS40) and Student Union (SU) has 
been more intense than it is now.

“I [participated] freshman year; 
there was a little [tension],” junior 
Chase Sackett, the newly-appointed 
liaison between CS40 and SU, said. “I 
don’t really think it was any specifi c 
tension, just that Student Union and 
CS40 didn’t communicate at all.”

This year both bodies resolved 
to increase interaction between the 
groups.

“[On] the whole Student Union 
at times was reactive rather than pro-
active, and it’s something I’ve really 
tried to take on as a speaker,” sopho-
more Jordan Aibel, speaker of the 
SU Senate, said. “We started out re-
ally fresh and immediately contacted 
[CS40] and started a conversation 
with them.”

This year, SU Senate appointed 
Sackett to be liaison to CS40 in order 
to increase communication between 
the two groups. Sackett attends both 
organizations’ meetings and reports 
about them to the other group.

The executive boards have also 
worked on increasing contact between 
individuals, and have organized social 
mixers.

“It was actually one of our goals 
to be closer with Student Union, so 
we went on an SU-CS40 date and it 
was awesome,” sophomore Ashley 
Adam, director of development for 
CS40, said.  

Nonetheless, people not on the 
executive boards still feel as though 
some of the tensions have not been 
eradicated, and that negative precon-
ceptions still exist.

“CS40, I feel like they respect Stu-
dent Union but Student Union doesn’t 
respect CS40. It’s very frustrating,” 
sophomore Reva Clemens, a member 
of both CS40 and SU, said.

This tension seems to be a linger-
ing theme from other years.

“In the past I’d say the animosity 
extends somewhat from miscommu-
nication, and I think a lot of people 
in the student body didn’t keep things 
straight,” junior Grant Barbosa, SU 
vice president of programming, said.

Planners who didn’t get credit 
could feel slighted, and their lingering 
feelings could have contributed to ten-
sions, according to Barbosa. 

The bitterness culminated in at 
least one particular instance, when 
Kim Paulson, the editor of USA To-
day, came to speak at Washington 
University.

“I remember the initial meetings 
CS40 [asked to change the date] and 
Student Union said, ‘Oh we already 
booked it.’ Last year that was the re-
lationship those execs had with each 
other,” junior Jeff Nelson, SU vice 
president of administration, said. “In 
the past Student Union may look at 
CS40 as that other governing body 
where we don’t legitimize what 
they do, and that’s not the case [any-
more].” 

One step in a new direction hap-
pened even before the year started. 
Leading Wash. U. Style, this year’s 
SU’s pre-orientation program, in-
cluded CS40 as an option available to 
students who wanted to get involved 
in student government.

“I guess the year I went on the Pre-
O nothing was said about the CS40, 
and this year they brought a speaker 
in to talk about it,” sophomore TJ 

Weeks later, impact 
of fl ooding still felt

Loop Lofts 
residents lose be-
longings; mixed 

reactions to Uni-
versity’s response

Puneet Kollipara
News Editor

ENGINEERING BREAKS GROUND ON NEW BUILDING  SEE PAGE TWO FOR FULL STORY

The Engineering School broke ground on a new building on Wednesday, Oct. 29. The 150,875-square-foot building, which will serve as the center for the 
environmental engineering discipline, is expected to see completion in 2010.
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Civil engineering major quietly cut
Kelly Fahy
Contributing Reporter

Lucky number 7: 
Selection nears on new sorority

Sophie Adelman
Contributing Reporter

See SORORITY, page 3

See CIVIL 
ENGINEERING, page 3

SU, CS40 seek to 
relieve tensions

Michelle Merlin
Contributing Reporter

Daylight saving time ends
at 2 a.m. CST, Sunday. 

Fall back

Remember to set your clocks 
back one hour before going to 
bed Saturday

© 2008 MCT

See TENSIONS, page 3

See LOOP LOFTS 
FLOODING, page 8



Administrators, faculty and sup-
porters joined together Wednesday 
in the Whitaker Hall parking lot to 
mark the groundbreaking of a new 
energy, environmental engineering 
and biomedical engineering build-
ing.

Brauer Hall, named for Stephen 
F. and Camilla T. Brauer, is sched-
uled to open its doors to students in 
2010. It will house the Washington 
University School of Engineering’s 
Department of Energy, Environ-
mental & Chemical Engineering 
(EECE), the International Center 
for Advanced Renewable Energy 
& Sustainability (I-CARES) and 
part of Department of Biomedical 
Engineering.

According to University offi-
cials, the new building will stand 
out nationally for its environmen-
tally conscious design.

“Brauer Hall is being designed 
as a green structure according to 
LEED specifications for a gold rat-
ing,” Salvatore Sutera, dean of the 
engineering school, said at the cer-
emony on Wednesday afternoon. 
“Brauer Hall will be a magnet that 
will enable us to recruit and retain 
the very best faculty and students 
and also allow our researchers to 

collaborate not only across disci-
plines, but even across the world 
through the state-of-the-art dis-
tance learning facility.”

Other participants in the cer-
emony included Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton, Board of Trustees Chair 
David Kemper, other faculty, grad-
uate students and the Brauers.

Stephen Brauer, the current 
vice chair and chair-elect of the 
University’s Board of Trustees, 
heads Hunter Engineering Co., a 
computer-based manufacturer of 
car service equipment in St. Louis.

He and his wife Camilla, who 
devotes most of her time to local 
civic organization, pledged a com-
mitment to the University to create 
a long-range plan for the engineer-
ing school. Their agreement is a 
challenge grant, which matches 
gifts from alumni, parents and 
friends dedicated to engineering.

Kemper, who also delivered a 
speech at the event, credited the 
University for continuing to devel-
op its facilities in order to stimu-
late student engagement.

“This institution continues to 
build on its strengths,” Kemper 
said, “by bringing together the best 
minds and resources of its individ-
ual schools to achieve vital strate-
gic goals.”

Despite the generosity of the 
Brauers, rumors have surfaced 

that the building is experiencing a 
shortfall in funding. Officials from 
both the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science and the Alumni 
Development Office—the major 
fundraising arm of the Universi-
ty—summarily reject this claim.

“Fundraising for this new facil-
ity is going very well,” Pamella 
Henson, associate vice chancellor 
for alumni development programs, 
said. “Keep in mind, we are in the 
very early stages of our fundrais-
ing efforts.”

The new building boasts a num-
ber of environmentally-conscious 
features that can go unnoticed 
to the unaware eye. It has a high 
albedo roof that reduces the heat-
island effect, it can reduce water 
consumption by 30 percent by us-
ing low-flow fixtures like water-
less urinals and at least 35 percent 
of all materials will be either recy-
cled, regional, rapidly renewable 
or certified wood.

Calling the Brauers among “St. 
Louis’ and America’s most distin-
guished citizens,” Wrighton said, 
“They have been steadfast friends 
of Washington University for many 
years, and through their leadership, 
generosity and service, they have 
left an indelible imprint both on 
the University and the School of 
Engineering.”

 
Imported & Domestic Tobacco

We provide speciality orders 
just for you...from anywhere!

6362 Delmar in The Loop University City, MO 63130
314.721.1483     www.HSBTobacconist.com

Mon-Sat 10-9     Sun 12-6

H.S.B. Tobacconist

$6 off any purchase over $25
(alcohol included)

Mi Ranchito
Authentic Mexican Restaurant

telephone: 314–863–1880

887 Kingsland Avenue
University City, MO 63130

Hi-Pointe Auto Service & WashHi-Pointe Auto Service & Wash
Foreign and Domestic 
Auto Repair
Free Shuttle to Campus

“Serving our community honestly  for over 60 years.”

981 S. Skinker at Clayton Rd.

$6Try our ultimate  Tandem Rite 
Touch CAR WASH with “rainx” 

COUPON

Offer expires 12/31/08

Under the big Amoco sign!

for WU Students & Faculty

314-647-5005
Mon-Fri  7:30a - 6:00p
Call Alan for Appointment

regular price $11
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Want S’More?
DUC Firepit, 12 to 2 p.m.
Join the ArtSci Council for your favorite 
campfi re treats and some info about A&S. 
Take the graham, put the chocolate on the 
graham, roast the mallow, put the graham 
on the mallow, and enjoy! You’re killing 
me, Smalls!

Hallow’s Ball
Friedman Lounge, 8 to 11 p.m.
Ashoka and Habitat for Humanity present 
a horrifying party to benefi t the building of 
a house in South Asia. Make sure to dress 
your scariest, and bring $3 to the door. 

A Magical Mystical All Hallows Eve
The Co-op, 6021 Pershing Avenue, 9:30 p.m. to 
2 a.m.
If you can’t enter the world of the living 
dead on Halloween, the best you can do is 
come to the Wash. U. Co-op, where live 
music from Udi & His Fellow Villagers—
and the Co-op House Band—will fl ow, 
dance moves will hit the fl oor and nothing 
will be what it seems. $5 suggested 
donation.

New technologies enable cancer research
A large research team at the Genome Sequencing Center and the Siteman Can-

cer Center at the Washington University School of Medicine sequenced the genome 
of a woman with leukemia and for the fi rst time traced the disease to her genetic 
roots. By analyzing mutations in tumor cells compared to normal cells, doctors can 
now determine key mutations far better than they could with previous technolo-
gies. The patient did not survive, but researchers have reason to believe that the 
discovery will help identify more effective ways to diagnose and cure other forms 
of cancer. (Eliza Adelson)

Justice is blind: South Korea upholds law licensing 
visually-impaired masseurs

South Korea’s constitutional court upheld a law stating that only the blind can 
obtain licenses to be masseurs. Proponents of the law argue that it enables the visu-
ally impaired to be independent and have a regular income.

While the case was going on, many members of Korean Associations of Mas-
seurs, all of whom are blind, staged a protest, which in some cases involved jump-
ing off of a bridge.

The country is host to some 200,000 unlicensed masseurs with normal eyesight. 
They face high fi nes or even prison time if they are caught.  However, the law is not 
expected to deter the sighted because of the high demand for their services. People 
are also more likely to go to masseurs who can see.

The government argues that this is the only workplace in which a blind person 
can succeed, and so it makes sense to ensure that the blind have a monopoly there. 
(Michelle Merlin)

INFORMATION ONLY REPORTS  Oct. 
28, 2008-Tuesday at 3:24 p.m.
Location : MALLINCKRODT CENTER
Summary: Complainant reports that $100 
was missing from the Lopata food cart 
register. Further investigation revealed 
the money to be underneath the register.  
Disposition: Unfounded. 
 
FALSE FIRE ALARM  Oct. 28, 
2008-Tuesday at 11:26 p.m.
Location: STEINBERG ART GALLERY 
Summary: Two alarms sounded from 

Steinberg, both pull station alarms. No sign 
of fi re or smoke. Disposition:  Pending.

LARCENY  Oct. 29, 2008-Wednesday at 
7:57 p.m.
Location : UNKNOWN
Summary: Student lost her ID and room 
key while at an unknown location on 
campus. Student, in checking her account, 
found fraudulent purchases had been made 
totaling $25.
Disposition: Pending.

quoteoftheday
“I just felt kind of alone. 
It was like ‘We’re really 
concerned’ for one day, 
and then ‘Whatever.’”

Bauhaus—Digitalization
Outside Givens Hall, 9 to 11:45 p.m.
Come to the Architecture School’s biggest party 
of the year in costume and dance your cares away. 
Tickets are required though, so pick yours up on 
Friday at the DUC or Givens from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

Thunderstorms
High 73

Low 47

weatherforecast
Friday 31

DeDe Alexander, a junior, on ResLife’s 
response to the floods in the Loop Lofts

U.S. court convicts son of Liberian ex-president
A United States grand jury has made the fi rst use of a law enabling U.S. courts 

to prosecute for torture and atrocities committed overseas by convicting the son of 
former Liberian President Charles Taylor.

Charles Taylor Jr. was convicted of torture, fi rearms and conspiracy charges and 
may receive a sentence of life in prison on Jan. 9. 

According to prosecutors, Taylor Jr. headed the “Demon Forces” from 1999 
to 2002, a special-forces antiterrorist unit aimed at eliminating opponents of his 
father’s regime and assisting military campaigns in bordering countries. In that 
capacity, he was responsible for multiple deaths and abuses.

U.S. Immigration and Customs offi cials as well as FBI agents facilitated the 
case, and prosecutors hope that it will serve as precedent for future enforcement 
against similar abuses abroad. 

Charles Taylor, the defendant’s father, is also standing trial at the United Na-
tions tribunal at the Hague in the Netherlands for numerous war and humanitarian 
crimes committed during the decade-long civil war in Sierra Leone. According 
to prosecutors there, Taylor oversaw the murder, rape and torture of thousands of 
civilians, including women and children. (Ben Sales)

Campus

Thunderstorms
High 72

Low 52

International

National

SUNDAY 2
Bat Boy: The Musical
The Village Black Box, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Come see the musical that is a comedy/
horror show about a half boy/half bat who 
is discovered in a cave near Hope Falls, 
West Virginia. Tickets are $5 and can be 
purchased at the DUC between 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m. Prior showings are Friday at 8 p.m. 
and Saturday at 2 and 7 p.m.

Sunday 2

Thunderstorms
High 72

Low 51

College costs expected to rise as economy falters
The College Board released their annual survey of college prices and stu-

dent aid on Wednesday and found that despite increased aid, students are tak-
ing out record numbers of loans in order to afford their education.  

Tuition at private colleges rose by 5.9 percent this year while public insti-
tutions increased their tuitions by 6.4 percent on average. Part of the increase 
comes as states struggle to balance their budgets as tax revenues decline. Pri-
vate schools are also affected, as the drop in markets has had a signifi cant 
impact on the value of their endowments. Seattle University said that the stock 
market had cut the school’s endowment by 10 percent.

Many schools were expected to cut merit aid in order to devote more mon-
ey to need-based aid. Federal aid increased by 6 percent with undergraduate 
and graduate students receiving more than $143 billion in the form of grants, 
loans and work-study aid.

The report also stated that public institutions devote 44 percent of their aid 
to students in fi nancial need, while 38 percent goes to non-need-based aid and 
18 percent goes to athletic scholarships. (John Scott)

New engineering building breaks ground FROM PAGE ONE

Jeremy Rogoff 
Staff Reporter

Camilla and Stephen Brauer speak on Wednesday, Oct. 29 at the groundbreaking ceremony for the engineering 
building that will bear their name. According to the University, the Brauer’s donation of an unknown amount will 
support the engineering school “for years to come.”
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Congratulations to Michelle Knight, Coloring Contest Winner!
Michelle will receive a prize for her winning contest entry.

Burn After Reading
Starts Friday, October 31, 2008

Shown daily Fri-Thurs at 9:15; Sat and Sun at (4:30) and 9:15

Now Showing
    Your Best Neighborhood Theatre Choice

The Duchess
Continues Friday, October 31, 2008

Shown daily Fri-Thurs at 7:00; Sat and Sun at (2:00) and 7:00

 Less Than a 10 Minute Walk from Campus
 For Showtimes Call 1005 McCausland Ave. 
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Calling for greater local and world-
wide understanding of the Muslim 
community, four professors and activ-
ists spoke to a group of almost 50 stu-
dents about Daniel Pipes and popular 
misconceptions of Islam in America. 

The Wednesday night event came 
as a response to a speech on campus 
last week by Pipes, a conservative col-
umnist. Pipes’s event, “Vanquishing 
the Islamist Enemy and Helping the 
Moderate Muslim Ally,” discussed the 
threat posed by Muslim organizations 
in America.

The speech was part of the national 
Islamo-Fascism Awareness Week, or-
ganized by conservative commentator 
David Horowitz’s Terrorism Aware-
ness Project.

The panel, “Understand Islam and 
Say No to Hate,” drew around the same 
number of attendees as Pipes’ speech, 
and was organized by The Washington 
University Peace Coalition, which held 
a protest on the night of Pipes’ speech.

Professor Fatemeh Keshavarz, 
chair of the Department of Near East-
ern Languages and Literatures and a 
Muslim active in dispelling stereotypes 
about the religion, moderated the panel 
and was joined by Professor of His-
tory Ahmet Karamustafa, Professor 
of Anthropology John Bowen, Sheila 
Musaji, the editor of American Mus-
lim magazine, and James Hacking, a 
convert to Islam and a past chair of the 
Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions in St. Louis. 

The panelists focused on criticizing 
Pipes’ views, providing information on 
his background as a conservative activ-
ist and educating the audience about 
American Islam and how they feel it is 
misconstrued in the public eye.

Karamustafa spoke about Pipes’ 
status as an academic and how his 
views, coupled with fears rising after 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, have helped 
foment hatred of Islam in America. 
He noted that while Pipes does have 
a graduate degree in history from Har-
vard, many experts on Islam and the 
Middle East consider his work more 

ideological than academic.
“As soon as he got his Ph.D., he 

went into the world of think-tanks and 
advocacy,” Karamustafa said. “All this 
talk of his being a scholar is balder-
dash. His dissertation is his only schol-
arly book.”

Karamustafa added that Pipes’ ad-
vocacy work involved, in large part, 
“blacklisting” members of the aca-
demic community who disagreed with 
his views. 

“Before 9/11, several people, in-
cluding Pipes, were already targeting 
Middle East scholars as people who are 
not doing their jobs,” he said. “Anyone 
considered to be anti-Israel, anti-Semit-
ic, pro-Palestinian or pro-Islam, that is 
the criteria. [Pipes] is anti-academic 
and anti-scholarly.”

Bowen continued Karamustafa’s 
criticism of Pipes by analyzing Pipes’ 
speech, the motives behind it and the 
image of Islam that it created. 

“He equated radical Islam to Isla-
mism,” Bowen said. “He’s putting to-
gether in one box the prime minister of 
Turkey and Osama bin Laden.”

In contrast, Musaji spoke about the 
broader context of Pipes’ speech and 
how it affects civilian Muslim activ-
ists like her, telling of several times 
in which Pipes accused her magazine 
of advocating Islamist takeover of the 
United States. 

“As a Muslim, you can’t win,” she 
said of Pipes’ worldview. “There’s no 
logic to it. Nothing that I could say 
made any difference. This is the kind 
of paranoia of the hopeless situation 
we’re in.”

Hacking also focused on challeng-
es that have faced American Muslims 
since 9/11, attributing the magnitude 
of those challenges in part to Pipes’ 
views. 

“[The FBI] looks at anybody with a 
beard as someone to be scared of,” he 
said. “It takes your breath away when 
you see the severity of the rhetoric.”

Questions from the audience fol-
lowed the panelists’ remarks, many 
of them coming from Muslims who 
had faced discrimination. Junior Sean 
Rhoads, a Peace Coalition member 
who helped organize the panel, said 
that the audience members’ stories 
complemented the panelists’ points.

“It shows an awareness that it’s 
been effectively pointed out to people 
just how fallacious what Dr. Pipes is 
saying is,” Rhoads said. “It was pri-
marily effective in bringing a human 
face to some of Dr. Pipes’ more ab-
stract targets.”

University will continue to invest 
in research in the major until the 
accreditation expires, some stu-
dents are skeptical.

“Originally I was eager to 
pursue civil engineering, be-
cause I was fascinated by some 
of the amazing new structures 
that are being built by combin-
ing fantastic advances in civil 
engineering and creative archi-
tecture. I wanted to major in 
civil engineering, and minor in 

Architecture,” freshman Michael 
Offerman said.

Although he sees Sutera’s ra-
tionale, Offerman believes there 
is a value to civil engineering. 

“I understand that there are 
limited opportunities for research 
in civil engineering, compared to 
other areas, such as environmen-
tal, biomedical, mechanical and 
materials engineering,” Offer-
man continued. “But I was disap-
pointed to see it go. It is as if just 

because the book has been more 
or less written on how to engi-
neer a building, there is no use in 
pursuing it anymore.”

After the ABET accredita-
tion expires in September 2013, 
the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis/Washington University 
Joint Undergraduate Engineering 
Program will continue to offer 
an ABET-accredited Bachelor of 
Science degree in civil engineer-
ing.

CIVIL ENGINEERING from page 1

ty to submit feedback, along with other 
representatives of student groups.

“I think that it will be great for the 
Greek community because less people 
will be cut from the process,” Don-
ielle Muransky, a sophomore member 
of Alpha Phi, said. “It will give more 
girls a chance to get involved and be 
part of an organization that’s nation-

ally recognized.”
A new sorority will impact Greek 

life on campus, according to Henne.  
“Bringing in a seventh organiza-

tion as a wildcard might stir things up 
a bit,” Henne said. “But it can allow 
us to make sure that our leadership 
program is cutting-edge and to recruit 
outside traditionally-targeted groups.”  

SORORITY from page 1

Pepping, sustainability chair for CS40, 
said.

Exposing incoming freshmen to 
CS40 was, in Pepping’s mind, a huge 
step in making amends between the 
groups.

Some evidence of the newfound 
communication exists in the various 
events that the bodies cosponsored. 
Both planned Sustainability Week and 
hosted a tap water taste test. The groups 
also collaborated on ECOlympics and 
Red vs. Blue. 

“Both sides are doing good and 
great things and [have taken] more op-
portunities for co-programming without 
one body taking over the whole thing,” 
Clemens said.

This year working together has 
worked well according to students, de-
spite the potential for confl ict.

“Obviously if you’re planning with 
a large group of people there’s more 

room for communication errors, but at 
least with the water taste test it worked 
out really well,” Pepping said.

The participants in Student Union 
and CS40 hope to see continued col-
laboration without overstepping their 
respective boundaries.

“[We] do a lot of communication 
and make sure we’re in the loop on what 
each other are [doing]. If it makes sense 
for us to collaborate we do, but we also 
want to make sure we’re not program-
ming or stepping on each other’s toes,” 
Nelson said.

Members of both groups expect the 
trend of increased cooperation to con-
tinue, especially with the new efforts on 
both parts to increase communication. 

“Any relationship can be better and 
you can very quickly fall back into a re-
lationship where you’re not seeing eye 
to eye,” Barbosa said.

Panel urges students 

to ‘Say No to Hate’

Discussion looks to 
increase tolerance 
of American Islam

Ben Sales
Senior News Editor

TENSIONS from page 1

STOP! IN THE NAME OF MARS

Raymond Arvidson, the James S. McDonnell Distinguished University Professor, delivers the inaugural 
Robert M. Walker Distinguished Lecture at 7 p.m. on Oct. 30 in Brown Hall. The lecture was titled “Mars: 
Environments, Habitability, and Life.”

CLAIRE HENDERSON | STUDENT LIFE
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 YOUR VOICE: LETTERS AND GUEST COLUMNS 

 Student Life welcomes letters to the editor and op-ed submissions from 
readers. 

 Letters to the Editor
  One Brookings Drive #1039
  St. Louis, MO 63130-4899

  News: (314) 935-5995
  Fax: (314) 935-5938
  e-mail: letters@studlife.com 

 All submissions must include the writer’s name, class, address and phone 
number for verifi cation. Student Life reserves the right to edit all letters for 
style, length, libel considerations and grammar. Letters should be no longer 
than 350 words in length. Readers may also submit longer articles of up to 
750 words as guest columns. Student Life reserves the right to print any 
submission as a letter or guest column. 

 OUR VOICE: EDITORIAL BOARD 

 Editorials are written by the Forum editors and refl ect the consensus of 
the editorial board. The editorial board operates independently of the 
newsroom. 

 Editor in Chief: Sam Guzik

  Associate Editor: Indu Chandrasekhar

  Managing Editors: David Song, Trisha 

Wolf, Brian Stitt

  Senior Photo Editor: Lucy Moore

  Senior Sports Editor: Josh Goldman

  Senior Scene Editor: Michelle Stein

  Senior Cadenza Editor: Cecilia Razak

  Senior Forum Editor: Jill Strominger

  Forum Editors: Tricia Wittig, Tess 

Croner, Dennis Sweeney, Bill Hoffman, 

Aditya Sarvesh

 OUR WEB POLICY 

 Once an article has been published on www.studlife.com, 
our Web site, it will remain there permanently. We do not 
remove articles from the site, nor do we remove authors’ 
names from articles already published on the Web, unless an 
agreement was reached prior to July 1, 2005.
  
  Why do we do this? Because Google and other search en-
gines cache our Web site on a regular basis. Our thought is 
this: once an article has been published online, it’s too late to 
take back. It is irrevocably part of the public sphere. As such, 
removing an article from our site would serve no purpose. 

Proposition A 
will damage our 

community

 It sounds like a good idea. Take 
away loss limits, allowing 
people to gamble more and the 
government to earn more tax 

revenue from the profi ts the casinos 
reap. Sure, a few people might 
gamble away their life savings, but 
that’s their choice, and the govern-
ment has no right to tell them how 
to spend their money. Meanwhile it 
will attract out-of-town high rollers 
and provide the schools with much 
needed revenue.

  For starters, the argument that 
some of this additional spending 
will be by out-of-town high rollers is 
fl awed because, quite frankly, if a per-
son can afford to spend $250 an hour 
in a casino they’re not going to make 
their gambling trip to Missouri, limits 
or no limits. They’re going to make 
it to Vegas where the entire city is set 
up to accommodate such individuals.

  But here’s the real problem: 
it won’t increase casino revenue 
or the taxes the government earns 
from it in the long run. Just as more 
fi shing results in a long run decrease 
rather than increase in fi shing yields, 
increased levels of gambling in St. 
Louis will not result in long-term 
higher profi ts for casinos. Under the 
current stop-loss system, gamblers 
who would otherwise gamble away 

their entire savings, fall hopelessly 
into poverty, and stop gambling be-
cause they are broke will continue 
to gamble.  They will also be able to 
maintain their lives and their jobs. 

  If the stop-loss system is removed 
we will see a short-term spike in casi-
no revenues as compulsive gamblers 
gamble away every last penny, but 
after their run is done they will fi nd 
their homes foreclosed on and their 
cars repossessed because they can’t 
make payments, and without homes 
to live in or cars to drive they will 
be unable to continue to hold steady 
jobs, reducing their expendable in-
come to nearly nil. What would have 
been another steady source of income 
for the casinos and the schools will 
instead become a burden on the St. 
Louis welfare system.

  A vote for proposition A is a vote 
against our community not simply 
because it will allow addicts to throw 
away their lives, but because in the 
long-run, it will reduce the income 
that our principality has to fi ll its 
coffers. It’s no surprise that both 
gubernatorial candidates are against 
proposition A: whether you’re a fan 
of better business or better schools, 
loss limits help our city. On Nov. 4, 
vote against proposition A for our 
schools, our community and our com-
mon interest.

 

Will Bucher
Op-Ed Submission

Will is a freshman in Arts and Sciences. 
He can be reached via e-mail at wwbu-
cher@artsci.wustl.edu.

 To those who know me, I 
am sure it did not come to 
their surprise that I voted to 
approve the College Repub-

licans’ appeal for $35,000 to bring 
Karl Rove to campus. Yes, I know the 
College Republicans brought Alberto 
Gonzales to campus last year. Yes, 
I know $35,000 is a lot of money. 
Simply put, however, I think both the 
experience of Karl Rove’s presence 
on campus and the continued student 
discussion that will result from it is 
worth more than $35,000.

  Clearly, Ms. Samborn premature-
ly wrote in her Sept. 19 column that 
the “College Republicans have been 
noticeably absent from the campus 
political scene this semester…No 
major conservative speakers.” I sup-
port the College Republicans’ efforts 
to bring political dialogue to campus 
through the use of major conservative 
speakers known to the entire student 
body. Karl Rove is known to most 
students on campus, and we all know 
that increased name recognition 
correlates with increased turnout at 
these types of speaking events. This 
event will be a unique opportunity to 
hear from the former Deputy Chief 
of Staff to the 43rd President of the 
United States. 

  Although many readers will 
disagree with me (and fi ve Trea-
sury members did), I do not believe 
$30,000 to be an extraordinary 
amount of money to pay for a 
speaker’s honorarium. Most speakers 
cost money, and Karl Rove, who the 
Daily Telegraph recently called the 
most infl uential U.S. political pundit, 
is no different. I have a feeling that 
many students would agree with me 
when I say that Oct. 2 (the day of the 
vice presidential debate) was the best 
day of my entire undergraduate career 

here at Wash. U. Many students who 
were not able to attend the actual 
debate still thought the experience 
was unforgettable. What most stu-
dents don’t know, however, was the 
debate’s total cost. 

  According to “Wrighton: debate 
‘fl awless in terms of execution’” 
(Student Life, October 6, 2008), “The 
debate cost approximately $3 million 
in total,” of which $1.35 million went 
to the Commission on Presidential 
Debates. Many students support the 
idea of having large name speakers 
on campus but become hesitant when 
they hear the total cost. As you have 
probably fi gured out by now, I am 
not one of these students. Other large 
name speakers easily cost between 
$35,000 and $50,000, if not more. 
Weighing both the total fi nancial 
cost and the experiential benefi t to 
campus, I support student groups’ 
efforts to bring to campus large name 
speakers such as Bill Nye, Paul Rus-
esabagina and, yes, Karl Rove. 

  Many students question the 
amount of Student Union funding 
given to the College Republicans. 
Here are the numbers: For the Fall 
2008 semester, Student Union al-
located College Democrats $597.02 
from a total budget request of 
$690.43 and the College Republicans 
$392.00 from a total budget request 
of $582.00. These initial allocations 
appear very similar to me. All speaker 
requests are brought before Treasury, 
where I vote on the appeal before 
me, not on a potential appeal or an 
appeal which never came. In addition 
to funding the Alberto Gonzales 
appeal in full last year, Treasury also 
approved in full the College Demo-
crats’ appeal to bring Paul Begala to 
campus for $15,000. If the College 
Democrats would like to bring a large 
name speaker to campus this semes-

Yes, I voted to 
approve the Karl 

Rove appeal
William Osberghaus
Op-Ed Submission

See OSBERGHAUS, 
page 5

 STAFF EDITORIAL 

 IAN ROSS  EDITORIAL CARTOON 

 Although the flood-
ing of the Loop Loft 
apartments earlier 
this year now seems 

like a distant memory to many 
Wash. U. students, the lingering 
effects are still very real to the 
residents who were disadvan-
taged and displaced. The totaled 
cars of many students still sit in 
the Loop Lofts parking lot, and 
many students have been forced 
to relocate to other residences, 

including some on the South 40. 
However, despite their imperfect 
response, Wash.U. and Residen-
tial Life (ResLife) have done an 
admirable job overall of helping 
students and compensating them 
for their losses.

  Some aspects of the adminis-
trative response have admittedly 
been inadequate. Many students 
were critical of the slow initial 
response and the sparse provision 
of shuttles to compensate for the 

loss of students’ cars.
  However, ResLife has made 

a good faith effort to make up 
for its initial problems, helping 
students to find new housing and 
cleaning up the damage to the 
Loft apartments. Particularly im-
pressive was ResLife’s credulity 
and generosity in compensat-
ing students for their damaged 
belongings, which amounted to 
more than two thousand dollars 
for some students.

  While it is true that the Loop 
Lofts lie in a flood-plain, and that 
the facilities should have been 
better prepared, predicting a flood 
of the magnitude that occurred is 
very difficult and ResLife does 
not deserve much blame for this. 
Their response has been largely 
commendable so far, and we en-
courage ResLife to continue their 
efforts to alleviate the disadvan-
tages incurred by the Loop Lofts 
residents. 

Loop Lofts revisited

 While visiting 
Washington, D.C. 
last weekend, I 
saw an advertise-

ment on the metro sponsored by 
McDonald’s. In large white letters 
against a burgundy background, it 
exclaimed “VOTE.” Underneath 
were the words “Any reason is 
good enough.” 

  Seeing this advertisement ce-
mented something that I had been 
mulling over for a long time: vot-
ing is cool again. Thanks to MTV’s 
Rock the Vote, and thanks to the 
Vote for Change campaign, voting 
has become something that our 

society associates with youth. No 
longer do we think of voting as an 
act our grandparents perform, drag-
ging their shuffl ing feet to the polls 
and standing up for their rights as 
citizens, but as something we do, 
as something that shows that youth 
has a voice, and that we have the 
power to determine the course of 
the future we will inhabit.

  Voting is now something so 
cool that McDonald’s wants to 
tie its name to it. Sponsoring 
democracy is now like sponsoring 
the Olympics: cool by association. 
Just like they want to be perceived 
as supporters of cool, talented 
athletes, corporations now want to 
be perceived as supporters of cool, 
politically conscious citizens.

  This is beautiful, in a sense. It’s 
beautiful because what happens in 

the political sphere will, in part, 
determine the course of our fu-
tures, and it’s refreshing to see the 
concept of “cool” tied to something 
that holds weight, instead of a 
recreational activity or a material 
object. 

  It is also incredibly frighten-
ing, though, and when I saw the 
McDonald’s advertisement I was 
taken aback. I think it’s frightening 
because of the line that McDon-
ald’s plastered under its imperative 
demand that you vote: “any reason 
is good enough.” To me, this is 
patently wrong. With voting’s new 
coolness has come a nonchalance 
about the act. What if you decide to 
vote, say, because you think Sarah 
Palin is really hot and want to see 
her face all over the media for the 
next four years? What if you de-

cide to vote because you couldn’t 
stand to see a black president? To 
me—and hopefully to you—neither 
of these reasons is suffi cient to 
justify casting a ballot. I trust that 
the student body at Wash. U. is 
more intelligent than to vote for 
either of these reasons, but our 
generation is nevertheless apt to 
vote on style instead of content, on 
message instead of substance. We 
hear something sounding vaguely 
of hope and change, or of putting 
America fi rst; we decide that we 
like that ideology, and we’re done 
with our political examination for 
the season.

  On the contrary, when my 
grandparents shuffl e into their 
polling place, making a spectacle 

Vote with purpose
Kate Gaertner
Staff Columnist

 Okay, so let’s take a 
break from election 
stuff for a minute and 
a half and talk about 

driving. Whether you drive to 
campus each day, keep your car on 
campus and drive occasionally, or 
drive only when you’re at home, 
there are some things you need to 
know.

  First of all, turn signals aren’t 
optional; they’re necessary. One 
of the scariest things in the world 
is to be driving on the highway, 
ready to change lanes, when the 
driver two lanes over starts to 
come into the lane between you 
without having signaled. Please 
don’t scare people like that. And 
for heaven’s sake, if you’re about 
to turn, let us all know! Once 

I was on Clayton Road behind 
a driver who didn’t signal or 
slow down until the last second; 
because of her abrupt stop, I had 
to slam on my brakes and ended 
up getting rear-ended. My car was 
totaled, and at least some of the 
blame, even if not in the insurance 
company’s eyes, falls on the lady 
in front of me.

  Alright, let’s move on to not 
paying attention. We all talk on 
the phone while we drive; we all 
mess with the radio; we all reach 
for things. There’s no reason to 
look away from the road for more 
than a split second, though. My 
distant cousin Krista was killed 
by a driver who reached down for 
something on the floor of her car 
and swerved onto the shoulder 
where Krista was getting her mail. 
And heaven forbid you try to do 
something as ridiculous as read or 
put on makeup. Whatever it is you 

think you need to do, it can wait.
  Other things are not quite so 

serious, but they may be quite an-
noying. For instance, when you’re 
trying to back out of a spot in the 
Wohl garage and someone careens 
around the corner, don’t you get a 
little miffed that they’re so incon-
siderate? Let’s calm it down, kids. 
No one needs to go a bajillion 
miles an hour in a parking garage. 
You’ll get out soon enough.

  How about when people tail-
gate you on the highway? Beyond 
the fact that it’s unsafe, it’s hor-
ribly irritating, right? Note to the 
tailgaters: if there’s traffic, we’re 
all stuck in it; if you’re in a hurry, 
everyone else probably is too.  

  It’s so easy to get mad while 
driving; it’s easy to forget that 
there are actually people in all 
those other cars. It’s easy to want 
to cut people off because you’re in 
a hurry or not let them into your 

lane because they waited so long 
to get over.  

  Is it too much to ask to slow 
down a bit, let someone go ahead 
of you now and then, or wait until 
you get someplace to search for 
something on the floor? I’ve found 
that I don’t get anywhere any 
faster when I stress about what 
time it is or drive unsafely. I’d 
rather leave just a little earlier and 
be able to feel kinder on the road 
and safer in my car. 

  The next time you drive, try 
to be sensitive to other drivers. 
Try cutting other people the slack 
you’d want if you were lost or 
running late. Maybe the next 
time you’re stuck trying turn left 
through a line of traffic, someone 
will let you in.  

 

See GAERTNER, page 5

Katie Ammann
Staff Columnist

Good car-ma

Katie is a senior in Arts and Sciences and 
a staff columnist. She can be reached via 
e-mail at kaammannw@artsci.wustl.edu.



 I  have a story to tell. It’s the story 
of a girl who wanted nothing 
more than to get home from 
class one morning and who was 

thwarted at literally almost every 
step.

  The place: the overpass, walking 
from campus towards Wash. Ave. The 
time: 9:55 a.m. The day: Wednesday. 
The problem: bicycles.

  Yes, bicycles. Walking home 
from class this morning, I was faced 
with the same problem I face almost 
every morning—the onslaught of 
bikers riding at relatively high speeds 
over a narrow footbridge with heavy 
pedestrian traffi c. This morning, 
adding to the bikers’ obstacle course 
was a toddler on foot and the stroller 

her mother pushed behind her. There 
were two lanes, a lot of people and 
not a lot of room.

  I bobbed, I weaved, I stopped; the 
bikers slowed, sped up, turned sharp-
ly. Eventually, after what amounted to 
a bad game of Frogger, we all made 
it safely to where we were going. But 
only just.

  Here’s the thing: I know it’s a 
long walk, I know few of us are 
morning people and we’re all usually 
running late/in a rush, and I know I’m 
over-dramatizing this. That said, the 
overpass is a footbridge—a FOOT-
bridge, over which people should 
walk. On foot! Get it? 

  The bridge was not designed to 
accommodate bikers; it says as much 
on the signs, which clearly state that 
people should “Walk Bikes Over 
Bridge.” There just isn’t room for 
anything else. I understand if you 
want to zip around me when I’m on 

the sidewalk, which is wider than the 
footbridge and has grass on either 
side, but in an enclosed area with a 
margin of error of maybe a foot or 
two at most on either side, it’s simply 
and plainly stupid to try to bike at full 
speed.

  Some people slow down, and I 
appreciate that. I’d appreciate it more 
if they’d get off and walk, but small 
favors are favors still. That said, a 
lot of people don’t slow down, and 
instead—like those I encountered 
Wednesday morning—play the 
Frogger game of chicken, trying 
to see which pedestrians can press 
themselves just close enough to the 
concrete and black metal grating to 
not get hit. Sometimes it’s the bikes 
that move over, but more often it’s 
the bikes that force people over. 
And when we’re talking about a 
footbridge that’s probably eight feet 
across with people walking in both 

directions, there’s very little “over” 
into which you can move.

  My point is this: biking across the 
overpass is both rude and danger-
ous. And it’s not all that far to get off 
and walk. It’s also not all that much 
more time to take—maybe a minute, 
probably not even. And it’s a minute 
sacrifi ced to the greater good, to the 
safety and well-being of pedestrians 
and bikers alike. There are signs that 
say “Walk your bicycle,” and those 
signs are there for a reason.

  As the great Walter Sobchak, 
alias John Goodman, said in The Big 
Lebowski, “This isn’t ’Nam, Smokey, 
this is bowling. There are rules!” As 
it is with bowling, so let it be with 
life…
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There are rules
ERIN MITCHELL | STUDENT LIFE

Sara Remedios
Staff Columnist

Sara is a senior in Arts and Sciences and 
a staff columnist. She can be reached via 
e-mail at saramedi@wustl.edu.

 KEVIN WOLF  PANGAEA 
ter, I would be fully open to such a 
possibility. There is only one prob-
lem: The College Democrats have yet 
to appeal for one. Could this be due 
to the fact that they already brought 
Mo Rocca (whose honorarium is in 
the area of $25,000) to campus this 
semester through the Assembly Series 
with $10,000 coming from Student 
Union and an undisclosed amount of 
money coming from the University’s 
Major Media Fund? Questioning 
the total allocations received by the 
College Republicans is disingenuous 
if one does not take into account all 
circumstances involved. 

  Whether you would have voted to 
approve the appeal or not, Karl Rove 
will be on campus Monday. I hope 
many of you take the available op-
portunity to increase your knowledge 
about the current American politi-
cal landscape from the “architect” 
responsible for George W. Bush’s 
election in both 2000 and 2004 and 
hear his thoughts on the upcoming 
election. 

 

OSBERGHAUS from page 4

William is a junior in Arts and Sciences 
and a member of Student Union’s 
Treasury. He can be reached via e-mail 
at wosberghaus@wustl.edu.

 LETTER TO EDITOR 

Emergency text-
messaging system

 Dear Editor,
  
  In reference to your editorial “Publicize University’s text-messaging 

system” (10-27-08), I would like to take a few moments to let the mem-
bers of our university community know what we are doing to keep them 
informed before, during and after an emergency at Washington University.  
First, all faculty, staff and student’s @wustl.edu e-mail addresses were en-
tered into our Emergency Notifi cation System (ENS). In addition to that, 
those that submitted cell phone information via WebStac or HRMS (and 
did not opt out) had that information added to the ENS.  In late August of 
this year we sent every faculty, staff and student a packet of information 
about our Where to Go in emergencies campaign.  The packet contained 
a magnet, wallet card and brochure that explained the university’s basic 
information about what to do before, during and after an emergency and 
where to go to update your contact information so that we can get informa-
tion to you in the event of a crisis through our ENS (text messaging and 
e-mail).  We also conducted informational seminars at meetings and orien-
tation for every school at the university to promote this information.

   In January, we will be installing outdoor warning sirens with public 
address capability on the Danforth Campus so that we have another 
avenue of warning people during and emergency.  We are also exploring 
ways to provide emergency messages by using existing TVs and monitors 
in buildings such as the DUC.  At the same time, we are working with 
IS&T and the Registrar’s offi ce to see if we can compel students to update 
their information every time they register for classes.  We will continue 
to explore options to best keep our university notifi ed before, during and 
after a crisis occurs and welcome any feedback, ideas and support from all 
students, faculty and staff.

     
  Mark Bagby

  Washington University Disaster Coordinator 

Muslims misrepresented
 Dear Editor,

  
  We, the Muslim Students Association (MSA) at Wash. U., are writing 

to express our outrage at the “Stop the Jihad on Campus” ad that was 
published in Student Life last week. The ad proclaims that the MSA “is an 
arm of the Muslim Brotherhood, the organization that spawned al-Qaeda 
and created Hamas,” and accuses us of supporting “the extermination of 
Jews and the destruction of the United States,” as well as the “execution of 
gays.” It concludes by promoting a speech that was given by Daniel Pipes 
later in the week. 

  The David Horowitz Freedom Foundation, a self-proclaimed “battle-
tank,” provided the funding for the advertisement. 

  The image of the MSA that David Horowitz presents, one of an intol-
erant institution composed of radicals, is one that we would hope is utterly 
unfamiliar to the Wash. U. community. The MSA has strived to express 
the Islam that we have all come to know: one of tolerance, acceptance, 
and mutual worship of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Moses. Horowitz 
depicts the MSA and the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) 
as a fi fth column, importing extremism and fostering hate in the United 
States. On campus, we strive to encourage interfaith dialog among student 
groups. We as Muslims understand that acceptance goes both ways. We 
must be as open to others as they have been to us. However, such a mis-
representation that Mr. Horowitz has expounded does nothing to solve the 
issues facing the Muslim community both in the United States and abroad.

  Fortunately, the response to the Horowitz ad and Daniel Pipes speech 
has been one of protest rather than agreement. This became abundantly 
clear on the night of the speech, when the vigil to “Stop the Hate: Embrace 
Diversity” that was held outside the event venue had more attendees than 
the speech itself. We would like to thank the Wash. U. Peace and Justice 
Coalition for organizing the event, and we greatly appreciate the efforts of 
everyone who attended the vigil. We hope that we will continue to support 
each other if faced with adversity of this kind in the future. This sort of 
solidarity helps protect campus diversity, which is one of the keys to the 
vibrant learning environment we have here at Wash. U.

     
  Muslim Student Association 

Vote yes on proposition M
 Dear Editor,

  
  On Tuesday, October 21st, Chancellor Wrighton sent out a university 

wide e-mail urging students to support Proposition M when they go to 
the polls on November 4th.  Last Wednesday, Student Union Senate, 
composed of your elected representatives, passed a resolution in support 
of Proposition M.  They did so for the three reasons that are practical and 
meaningful to you as a student.  

  MetroBus and MetroLink are two excellent, cost saving mechanisms 
when traveling around the St. Louis region.  The easiest way to illustrate 
this is when looking at the cost of a $30 taxicab ride to the airport.  Al-
though this is a half a percent tax increase, the increased cost for the aver-
age student will be less than $25 per year, an instant savings when going to 
the airport, or the Landing, or Busch Stadium.

  Public transportation is a signifi cant piece in our university’s effort 
to make our campus a more sustainable environment.  Especially for a 
university that is still stuck in the paradigm that you need to build more to 
be more, having the opportunity to drive less is a signifi cant counterweight 
to that.

  Metro is critical to the daily activities of students, faculty and staff.  
Without Metro, many members of our university community will be 
forced to fi nd alternative methods of transportation.

  Certainly it is true that the expansion of MetroLink, which was 
completed in 2007, went more than $200 million over budget and Metro 
was then mired in a costly and drawn out lawsuit over this. However, 
Metro has already been held accountable for their previous misdeeds.  
Metro’s losses were further compounded by cuts in federal, state, and local 
subsidies.  Attempting to further punish Metro by voting No, would end 
up hurting the greater St. Louis community more than it would hurt Metro, 
which is more than ready and willing to scale back their operations.  It 
can also be said that four years ago, there was no MetroLink and still our 
students, faculty, and staff made it to the university just fi ne.  However, this 
came at a signifi cantly greater fi scal and environmental cost. 

  Proposition M, although the last issue on the ballot, will be one of the 
most important you vote for next Tuesday.  Please be sure to vote, and vote 
YES on Proposition M.  We will.

  
  Adam Cohen, Class of 2009
  Jordan Aibel, Class of 2011 

with a walker and a cane and a 
purse the size of a duffl e bag, they 
know exactly what they are vot-
ing for. They have time that we, 
perhaps, don’t have – time to watch 
both of the candidates closely, to 
examine the proposed tax policies 
and healthcare policies of each, to 
determine what they want out of the 

government for the next for years 
and vote for the candidate who is 
most willing to give it to them. 

  I am glad that voting is cool. 
I think it’s wonderful. But I think 
that, instead of creating a culture 
where we vote because it’s cool to 
vote, we should take part in shaping 
a culture where it’s cool to vote be-

cause it means placing a ballot that 
demonstrates your preferences. This 
culture has potential far beyond the 
election of 2008, and with any luck, 
a movement towards questioning 
political ideologies and principles 
of government has already begun. 
In the future, I hope that it will not 
only be cool to perform the act of 

voting, but to also take an active 
role in the political debate that sur-
rounds us. 

 

Kate is a sophomore in Arts and Sci-
ences and a staff columnist. She can be 
reached via e-mail at kgaertner@wustl.
edu.

GAERTNER from page 4

 You wouldn’t steal a car. 
You wouldn’t steal a 
handbag. You wouldn’t 
steal a mobile phone. 

You wouldn’t steal a movie. Movie 
piracy is stealing.” This was the 
wonderful sight I was treated to 
when I popped in a DVD I recently 
purchased. The fact that one is 
subjected to this obnoxious public 
service announcement is one 
complaint. However, the message is 
absurdly false as well, because the 
alleged “piracy” of media cannot be 
equated to theft. 

  Theft implies a deprivation of 
an owned good—if a handbag gets 
stolen, the owner of the handbag in-
trinsically cannot use said handbag. 
However, if a DVD is “pirated,” 
then the DVD doesn’t suddenly 
disappear without a trace from the 
owner’s shelf. Piracy is undoubt-
edly illegal; however it cannot be 
compared ethically to DVD theft. In 
theft, there is a direct and physi-
cal victim involved: the original 

owner of the product. Conversely, 
the only “victim” of piracy is the 
corporation that hypothetically loses  
profi ts and that loss in itself cannot 
be empirically proven (that is, one 
can’t prove causality between loss 
of sales and piracy, only correla-
tion). Furthermore, the “try before 
you buy” theory suggests that it is 
not immoral to pirate music insofar 
as the music is deleted after listen-
ing. This provides the consumer 
the option to try out a band or song 
before they buy the music in the 
stores to see if they like it. If they 
do, they buy the album, and if they 
don’t, then they save themselves the 
regret of buying an album they end 
up hating. In addition, many obscure 
or otherwise hard-to-fi nd media can 
be viewed via downloading, which 
increases the overall viewer base 
which would otherwise be extreme-
ly small and limited. Even lawfully, 
distribution over the Internet is 
justifi ed legally by the Fair Use and 
First-Sale doctrines, with limitations 
(such as copying and distributing 
for educational, evaluation, and 
exemplifi cation purposes).

  This matter becomes even more 

confusing when one considers the 
fact that electronic theft can actually 
occur. Illegal copying of media on 
the Internet cannot be equated with 
the other, more malevolent theft 
on the Internet, in which some-
one physically or electronically 
penetrates another’s computer or 
network to illegally gain access and 
steal sensitive data (such as credit 
card information). The former is a 
strict liability tort, whereas the latter 
is a crime.  Penetration of another’s 
computer system has malicious 
intent and also has a direct and 
quantifi able target, causing that 
target to lose a signifi cant amount of 
property, whether in the form of sen-
sitive data or even direct electronic 
money. Labeling copyright infringe-
ment as piracy implies equality 
in the magnitude of the situation, 
something that is extremely incor-
rect in practice.

  Ethically, it remains wrong 
to both steal and to infringe on 
another’s copyright. However, to 
sensationalize the latter despite its 
having no relation to the former is 
simply propagation of inaccuracy 
for the sake of the record companies 

who feel victimized. Ironically, a 
recent study conducted by an inde-
pendent group of several political 
analysts showed that the music com-
panies, if anything, have actually 
gained a negligible amount of sales, 
with the general difference in sales 
due to copyright infringement being 
statistically none.  

  The most unsettling thing about 
this matter is that there is no quan-
tifi able line that can be drawn when 
piracy is collectively bundled with 
theft. Would it be considered theft if 
someone recorded the Super Bowl 
for a friend who couldn’t be there 
to watch it? Would it be considered 
theft to loan out a DVD to a friend? 
Would it be considered theft to loan 
out anything? Unless a distinction 
exists between copyright infringe-
ment and theft, then there cannot be 
a means to weigh what is right and 
what is wrong in this sphere. While 
it may still be wrong, ultimately 
piracy cannot be evaluated on the 
same level as theft.

 

AJ Sundar
Staff Columnist

The ethics of fi le sharing

AJ is a freshman in Arts and Sciences and 
a staff columnist. He can be reached via 
e-mail at asundar@wustl.edu.



STUDENT LIFE presents a guide to places of worship in the WU community

Religious Directory

Sundays:  11am & 9pm

6352 Forsyth · 935-9191

Masses at the CSC:

Catholic Student Center

Stop by any time to study, relax or pray!

www.washucsc.org

We’re here for YOU!

Masses and Free Soup Meal:
Tuesdays at 5:15 pm
 Fridays at 12:05 pm

Come Feel the Warmth!

Sunday Worship 10:30am

Wherever you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

6501 Wydown - 314.721.5060
Right next to the South 40!

www.firstcongregational.org

INSPIRING ETHICAL LIVING
The Ethical Society is a community of 

people united in the belief that an ethical 
life creates a more just, loving and 

sustainable world for all.  

Join us on Sunday mornings for the 9:45 
Forum and 11:00 Platform Address. 

Children's Sunday School meets 10am-noon

Ethical Society of St. Louis
(1/4 mile west of the Galleria)

9001 Clayton Rd.
(314) 991-0955

www.ethicalstl.org 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY

Relax.  Reflect.  Renew.

Sundays at 8 pm

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

863.8140

Followed by a free home-cooked meal!

Candlelight Worship
Your Ad Here

Advertise your place of 
worship for $18 per week.

Contact us to find out how!
314-935-6713

advertising@studlife.com

STUDENT LIFE

UNION

AVENUE

CHRISTIAN

CHURCH

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

www.union-avenue.org

733 Union Blvd. (63108) in the CWE
call 314.361.8844 for info. or rides

study – Sunday worship @ 10:45 – lunch

Looking for a  
place to get 
involved?

6128 Delmar
in the Loop
314-862-2304

www.liberationcc.org

LIBERATION 
Christian Church

2nd and 4th Sundays
12:00 noon
Regional Arts Commission (RAC)

Your Ad Here
Advertise your place of 

worship for $18 per week.

Contact us to find out how!
314-935-6713

advertising@studlife.com
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Look what’s coming up at the Catholic Student Center!

Senior Night 
Wednesday, Nov. 5 at 9:30pm

Join us for dessert and discussion
about making the most of this year of  

transition and preparing for the future. 

Graduate Student / 
Young Adult Happy Hour 
Friday, Nov. 7,  5:30-7:30pm 

Free drinks, free food, great fun! 
All graduate students & young adults welcome! 

????  Trivia Night  ???? 
Saturday, Nov. 8 at 7pm 

Get a group of friends together or come solo for 
a fun night of Trivia.  You can win fantastic 
prizes! $10/student , $15 non-student.
Tables of 8.  Doors open at 6:30pm.  Tickets 
available at the CSC.  Proceeds benefit Winter break 
International Service Trip to Honduras.    
For more info- Lyons@washucsc.org

Line Dancing Extravaganza!
Friday, Nov. 14, 7-10pm - CSC Hall. 
Sponsored by Catholic Student Union &SU 

Catholic Student Center   6352 Forsyth   washucsc.org 
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Washington University Ath-
letic Director John Schael named 
Jeff Stiles the interim head coach 
of track and field on Monday. 

Since former Head Coach Paul 
Thornton resigned to become an 
assistant men’s track and field 
coach at the University of Min-
nesota in late August, the Univer-
sity decided to find an in-house 
replacement since there was, “not 
enough time to conduct a search 
that would be satisfying,” Schael 
said.

“We’ll make a determination 
most likely in April,” on the per-
manence of the current coaching 
situation, Schael added. 

Stiles has been the Head Coach 
of the cross country team and the 
assistant coach for track and field 
for the past eight seasons and has 
led cross country to a top-five fin-
ish in five of the last six NCAA 
Championship meets. The wom-
en’s team is currently ranked 18th 
in Division III. 

Schael also announced that 
Lane Lohr will become the full-
time track and field assistant 
coach after spending the past two 
seasons as a part-time pole vault 
coach at Washington University. 
At the University of Illinois, Lohr 
was a three-time NCAA runner-up 
in the pole vault, a five-time All-
American and winner of four in-
dividual Big Ten championships. 
As head coach of the Lindenwood 
University track and field team 
from 2004-2006, Lohr won a pair 
of NAIA national titles with the 
men’s team. 

“I think that Coach Stiles be-
ing head coach is really logical. 
He’s been here. We’re very used 
to having him around and answer-
ing to him. It’s going to be a very 
smooth transition; it has so far. I 
think his expertise coupled with 

Coach Lane’s expertise is a re-
ally good combination, and we’re 
all really excited about it,” senior 
Aubrey Edwards, a captain of last 
year’s team, said.

“We’re going to reevaluate the 
whole track and field coaching 
staff at the end of the year, and 
just we’ll have to see what ways 
we can make it the best track and 
field coaching situation possible,” 
Stiles said. “John Schael’s goal is 
simply to make track and field the 
best sport at Washington Univer-
sity that it can be.”

Stiles mentioned that while he 
carries the title of head coach, he 
and Lohr really view their jobs as 
a partnership. Currently, Stiles is 
coaching the longer events and 
the steeplechase while Lohr is 
focusing on sprints and the field 
events.

The track and field team has 
already begun practice but will 
not begin intercollegiate competi-
tion until January 16 at the Rose-
Hulman Double Dual Meet in 
Terre Haute, Indiana.

Stiles named interim 
track head coach
Josh Goldman
Senior Sports Editor

When the fi nal buzzer sounded 
and the Washington University 
men’s basketball team had of-
fi cially knocked off defending 
champions Amherst College 90-
68 to capture the program’s fi rst 
national championship, the team 
predictably stormed the court to 
celebrate. Surprisingly, leading 
the rush onto the court was none 
other than Sean Wallis in a blue 
dress shirt and red tie, still months 
away from being fully recovered 
from the tibial plateau fracture and 
torn MCL that sidelined him for 
all but the fi rst three games of the 
season. 

“I would have loved to have 
been out there, obviously, but I 
still felt like I was a big part of 
the national championship… This 
program has made tremendous 
strides since I got here as a fresh-
man. I think the attitude has really 

changed, our expectations have 
changed, and I think that the whole 
culture that myself and Tyler [Na-
ding] brought here has been a huge 
part of the success,” Wallis, now 
in the fi fth year of a master’s pro-
gram in fi nance, said.

Rather than taking a passive 
role and focusing on his own rehab, 
Wallis instead decided not only to 
remain an active member of the 
team but also to ask Head Coach 
Mark Edwards for the opportunity 
to act as an assistant coach.

“I kind of took it upon my-
self and went in and talked to the 
coaches and said, ‘Look, there is 
a part of me that down the road 
could see myself being a coach, 
and so I’d love to take this as 
an opportunity to actually see it 
through your guys’ eyes and just 
be a part of it,’” Wallis said.

“I was thrilled [that he asked 
to help with coaching],” Edwards 
said. “Knowing Sean and know-
ing what he can contribute to the 
program, I knew it’s not limited 
to just his playing ability, and one 

of the things that has made him 
so effective in our program is that 
he understands what we’re trying 
to do and he understands how it 
translates onto the court. Being 
able to have a person on the bench 
like that or working with the play-
ers, I thought, was a big advantage 
for us.”

While many Bears fans no-
ticed Wallis on the bench during 
Wash. U. home games, few knew 
just how active a role he had taken 
with the coaches. Wallis regularly 
met with the coaching staff before 
practices and helped decided what 
the team was going to work on. At 
the Final Four, the injured point 
guard was given the assignment of 
scouting Amherst in preparation 
for a potential matchup in the title 
game.

“I had watched six or seven of 
their [game] fi lms, wrote all the di-
agrams down and even the day of 
[the game] went through some of 
the stuff at practice,” Wallis said. 
“That was defi nitely rewarding.”

After surgery, 12 weeks on 

crutches and months of intense re-
hab, Wallis is now ready to return 
and says he feels no lingering pain 
from the injury. More than fi ve 
months since storming the court in 
Salem, Va., he is thrilled to return 
as a player instead of a coach.

“I’m defi nitely going to have 
the fi rst game jitters just going 
back out on the court,” Wallis 
said. “But at the same time there 
is a lot more excitement than there 
is nervousness. Not playing made 
me realize how much I do miss the 
game, so I’m real excited for the 
start of the season.”

Wallis also has a lot to look for-
ward to after this season. With the 
assistance of Director of Athletics 
John Schael, he applied for and 
was granted a medical hardship 
waiver after his injury last year; 
the waiver will allow him to main-
tain his NCAA eligibility for an-
other year. Even if the defending 
national champion and D3hoops.
com pre-season No. 1 Bears don’t 
repeat, Wallis will have one more 
chance to vie for a national title.

Wallis, back from injury, 
ready to return as player

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Scott Drattell
Sports Reporter

COURTESY OF WUSTL PHOTO SERVICES

Jeff Stiles was named Interim 
Track and Field Head Coach on 
Monday.

At Carnegie Mellon University
Saturday, noon*

Bears Classic, this weekend

Friday, 5:15 p.m. against 
Concordia University

Friday, 7:30 p.m. against Culver-
Stockton College**

Saturday at 10 a.m. against 
Monmouth College

Saturday at 2:30 p.m. against 
Millikin College

*denotes UAA game
**Senior Night

Football:

Volleyball:

around the

WU  



What happened to the Eagles 
of Death Metal? The whole allure 
of their past albums, “Peace, 
Love, Death Metal” and “Death 
by Sexy,” was the oh-God-they-
better-be-joking lyrics describing 

seducing teenagers, whorehop-
ping, sexy 19-year-olds and love 
monkeys. Oh, and songs about 
what could reasonably be con-
ceived as statutory rape, all sung 
in a delectably seedy falsetto and 
backed by hip-swingin’ bass. 

Make no mistake, the Death 
Metal boys always come to play; 
they just want to sing about, well, 
playing and coming. They end up 

sounding like a corrupted “Aha 
Shake Heartbreak”-era Kings of 
Leon with the reverb turned up to 
eleven and fronted by a pubescent 
Lucifer. What else would you 

expect from the less-serious side 
project of Queens of the Stone 
Age frontman Josh Homme, 
(AKA Baby Duck, AKA Carlo 
Von Sexron) and his handlebar-

mustachioed, occasionally drug-
addled high school buddy Jesse 
“Boots Electric” Hughes?

These guilty pleasures are 
tempered on “Heart On,” and, 
with the exception of “High Volt-
age,” tempos are down. Worse, 
PC is up; well, maybe. There’s 
still “I’m Your Torpedo,” but 
Hughes and Homme are having 
less fun at it, and the album isn’t 
as memorable as their previous 
offerings.

Promiscuous high schoolers 
aside, the EODM still retain their 
stoner/garage rock timber. There’s 
more fuzz on this album than at 
a Homme court appearance. The 
title track is a lonely standout, 

starting with a lick that could 
have been lifted from a Rolling 
Stones song and ending with a 
jam that hits like a nightstick. 
“High Voltage” sounds more like 
the EODM of past releases, and 
its angular guitars and bizarrely 
horny lyrics serve more to empha-
size the shortcomings of “Heart 
On” than help it.

The rest of the album is fairly 
unremarkable. It’s hard to blame 
Boots and Von Sexron, because 
nothing on “Heart On” is gro-
tesquely wrong, but it’s largely 
an uninspired collection that 
finds the duo going through the 
motions without the energy that 
drove their previous releases.
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Horror Movies
The horror genre is in a scary 

state. We haven’t seen a bona 
fi de classic horror fi lm in years. 
Every now and then, we get a real 
gem like 2007’s “The Mist” from 
Frank Darabont, “SLiTHER” 
(2006) by St. Louis writer-director 
James Gunn, and “Signs,” the end 
of M. Night Shyamalan’s career. 

Most of the time, horror fans 
are left with garbage, because 
horror is bankable; time after 
time, scare-enthusiasts will see 
anything that they think might 
scare them. As a result, the quality 
of horror fi lms has been left to a 
slow and certainly painful death. 
Every Halloween, studios release 
their best offerings to the horror 
genre, like “High School Musi-
cal 3.” Here is a brief survey of 
what’s hiding out there, trying to 
scare you.

Batting fi rst is the newest 
installment of the torture porn 
subgenre, “Saw 12”… or, sorry, 
I’m projecting to next Halloween. 
I mean “Saw V.” “Saw,” of 2003, 
had a scary, well-executed and 
exciting premise, but only for the 
fi rst time. Since then, counting 

on about $60 million dollars per 
release, producers put out one 
Saw fi lm after another every Hal-
loween. 

This permutation features a 
different assortment of unknown 
actors screaming for dear life as 
they face some horrifi c death from 
a carefully constructed trap. Their 
plights are perpetrated by the se-
rial killer Jigsaw, who claims only 
to want to enable them to appreci-
ate their lives. 

The last “Saw” fi lm I saw in 
theatres made me appreciate every 
moment of my life spent out of 
that theatre and had me wonder-
ing whether I was playing one of 
Jigsaw’s “games” by being forced 
to suffer through the fi lm. The 

tagline of “Saw V” is “you won’t 
believe how it ends,” but despite 
the typically abysmal reviews, 
there is already a “Saw VI” in the 
works for next year. 

The other horror fi lm in the-
atres right now is “Quarantine,” 
based on the Spanish fi lm “[Rec].” 
Just one year after “[Rec]” was 
released, the American version hit 
theatres, making me wonder why 

we need an American version 
of every good horror fi lm. Aren’t 
they just as scary in their native 
languages? 

“Quarantine” follows a TV 
news reporter as she covers the 
night shift at a local fi re station. 
The news crew soon fi nds out that 
there has been a viral outbreak 
in the fi re station that they are 
quarantined until everything has 
been killed. 

The fi lm is shot in the hand-
held camera/guerrilla style to 
simulate that fi rst-person perspec-
tive noticeable in “The Blair 
Witch Project” and “Cloverfi eld.” 
Though not screened for critics 
(usually a sign that not even the 
distributor likes it), “Quarantine” 

received surprisingly positive 
reviews. 

I don’t really consider “Max 
Payne” a horror fi lm, but it does 
have frightening elements. The 
scariest thing about it may be the 
reviews it received. 

Coming out on Halloween are 
“Splinter” and “The Haunting 
of Molly Hartley.” “Splinter” is 
about a couple vacationing in the 
woods (it seems people would 
stop doing that, since all horror 
movies begin that way) when they 
get attacked and captured by some 
hitchhikers. The threatening thum-
bers bring them into a gas station, 
where they are held captive by a 
parasite who transforms itself into 
its victims. 

I’m not really sure what “The 
Haunting of Molly Hartley” is 
about. It seems to be about a girl 
who moves to a new school to 
escape some past psychological 
trauma, but with little luck. Oddly 
enough, the tagline of “Splinter” 
is “the worst is yet to come,” and 
the tagline for “Molly Hartley” is 
“her past is yet to come.” I guess 
that shows why these writers 
should stay away from comedy.

There are two possible bright 
spots in this smattering of vile 
cinema. Sweden’s “Let the Right 
One In,” about children vam-
pires, is receiving rave reviews 
for taking a scary, yet humanly 
sentimental twist on the vampire 
subgenre. I can attest that the fi rst 
15 minutes are quite good. (“Let 
the Right One In” will screen in 
November at the St. Louis Inter-
national Film Festival). 

Oddly enough, the other prom-
ising horror fi lm is also not from 
America. “Fear(s) of the Dark” 
is a collection of ten short stories 
in different black-and-white, ani-
mated style. The trailer is really 
bizarre and creepy. This French 
fi lm opened in limited release last 
Wednesday to mostly positive 
reviews. 

I think the horror genre is mis-
stepping when it takes itself too 
seriously. Some of the best horror 
fi lms of all time are very scary, 
and either satirical like George 
Romero’s “Dawn of the Dead” 
or wonderfully campy like Sam 
Raimi’s “Evil Dead.” Maybe hor-
ror directors should fi nd a sense 
of humour to contrast the scares. 
But next year doesn’t look very 
promising either, with “The But-
terfl y Effect 2” and “The Grudge 
3” looking for release dates. But 
hey, maybe they’ll release “High 
School Musical 4.”

TJ Keeley, Cadenza Reporter

The British pop anthems of the 
Leeds-hailing Kaiser Chiefs spans 
the rift between brilliant simplicity 
and empty one-liners set to catchy 
tunes. No album better shows that 
dichotomy than their third album, 
“Off With Their Heads,” although it 
does unfortunately lean toward the 
latter characterization. Their 2004 
debut, “Employment,” crashed 
onto the British music scene as a 
punk-inspired, indie adrenaline 
rush, and their follow-up, “Yours 
Truly Angry Mob” (2007), pushed 
towards more mainstream, radio-
friendly pop. Twenty months later, 
their third album seems to lose 
some steam altogether. 

The riots of “Employment” and 
angry mobs of “Angry Mob” have 
died down to the low, easy sub-
urban simmer of school-skipping 
kids who prefer crisps over tea. 
Their fi rst single, “Never Miss A 
Beat,” presents the signature Kaiser 
chorus: one line on automatic 
repeat set to an infectiously catchy 
tune. Yet after scatterings of forget-
table verses and a lame attempt at 
a guitar solo, said chorus proceeds 
to go on autopilot and the song 
soon becomes a yawnfest. Sure, 
there is wry satire, as front-man 
Ricky Wilson chants, “It’s cool to 
know nothing.” Yet as they cross 
the threshold from fun, dry wit to 
banality (“What did you learn at 
school?/ I didn’t go/ Why didn’t 

you go to school?/ I don’t know,”) 
the Kaiser Chiefs manage very eas-
ily to dumb themselves down. 

Nevertheless, the band conti-
nutes to churn out addictive hooks 
with effortless rockability. You 
may wake up the next morning 
with a pleasurable yet irksome 
tune ingrained into your subcon-
scious and not even realize that it is 
another mind-numbingly repetitive 
sequence off the the new Kaiser 
Chiefs album. In “Like It Too 
Much,” piano syncopations weave 
in and out of steady punches of 
bass as Wilson shouts, “ ’Cause 
you are descended from animals/ 
and you are constructed of chemi-
cals.” The background palpitations 
of electronica in “You Want His-
tory” are infectious and the clang-
ing of the Agogo bell in “Addicted 
To Drugs” triggers images of an 
African luau.  

Unfortunately, speed is the 
strong point of these Brit lads and 
attempts to slow the tempo meets 
with cringe-worthy repurcussions, 
especially when paired with forced 
rhyming couplets. “Always Hap-
pens Like That” is a bad ’90s pop 
song with a nearly imperceptible 
Lily Allen on the backup vocals. 
Empty verses reminiscent of a 
fourth grader’s effort tell listen-
ers, “You can say what you want/ 
But you can’t say that/ You can go 
anywhere/ But you can’t go there.” 
The album’s closer, “Remember 
You’re A Girl,” gets as close to a 
musical monotone as any song. 
To their credit, their synchronized 

intonations here sound uncannily 
similar to the Beatles—the Beatles 
on highly potent sedatives.   

As a band known for its fuss-
free fun and catchy pop anthems, 
The Kaiser Chiefs still do not fail 
to deliver. “Off With Their Heads” 
does not reach the energy of its pre-
decessors, nor the instrumental and 
lyrical complexity one might hope 
for. The band seemed to have high 
hopes for the album, hiring famed 
producer Mark Ronson (Lily Allen, 
Amy Winehouse) and obtaining 
contributions from Lily Allen 
and James Bond composer David 
Arnold. The success is mixed, but 
worth a listen. 

Off With Their Heads
The Kaiser Chiefs

ALBUM REVIEW
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History,”  “Half the Truth”

Sha Sha Lu
Cadenza Reporter

Heart On
Eagles of Death Metal
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deal with what I had to that week.” 

Apartments fl ooded,
belongings and cars destroyed 

Before the fl ood, Alexander used 
her Honda Civic as a means of trans-
portation, especially to her research 
job in the Psychology Building.

“I agreed to live in the Loop Lofts 
under the premise that I was going to 
have a car so it would be no problem 
getting to school,” Alexander said. 
“I’m supposed to be able to come 
in [to the lab] on weekends, and the 
shuttles don’t run that early on the 
weekends.”

The morning of the fl ood, Alex-
ander looked out her window, reacted 
with shock.

“It was fl ooded beyond belief,” 
Alexander said. “Water was fl owing 
over top of the hood. It ended up get-
ting totaled.”

The fl ood destroyed dozens  of 
more cars parked in the lot. Car own-
ers fi led insurance claims to receive 

compensation and get the cars towed, 
but totaled cars remained in the park-
ing lot for weeks after the fl ood.

The fl ood did not damage Alex-
ander’s apartment, but other students 
were not as fortunate. Floodwaters 
poured into the fi rst fl oors of both 
buildings and submerged clothes, ap-
pliances and furniture.

“The water was coming right 
through the balcony door, and I tried 
to stop it, but it was pretty pointless 
because the outside level of water 
was higher,” Marks said. “I tried to 
put towels and furniture against [the 
balcony door] but nothing worked.”  

“We were stranded” 

With water rising in the building 
up to some residents’ windowsills, 
and the building inaccessible to cars, 
Alexander said the situation quickly 
became dire.

“We were stranded in a place 
without food or any safety measures. 
It was kind of like being alone, iso-

lated. We had no idea if or when the 
waters [were] going to recede,” Alex-
ander said. 

While waiting for help to arrive, 
Alexander and some of her fellow 

residents took care of each other.
“A lot of us ended up joining to-

gether and just kind being like ‘How 
much food do you have? Are you go-
ing to be fi ne as far as water [goes]?’” 

she said.
There was no tap water available, 

Alexander said.
“We weren’t supposed to use wa-

ter because the water was fl ooded, it 
was dirty and contaminated water,” 
she said. “We ended up having to 
go downstairs and unplug fridges, 
take all the food out of [my friend’s] 
fridge.”

Because the water was contami-
nated, residents who came into con-
tact with the water had to receive 
tetanus shots.

Students, ResLife clean up

After the fl ood, both FrontDoor 
LLC, the company that owns the 
Lofts, and ResLife sprung into ac-
tion.

“We have worked with students 
and FrontDoor LLC to provide con-
tinuous communication on all work 
being done to get their apartments 
in good condition,” Walehwa wrote. 
“University administrators have been 

on site to view damage involved and 
to monitor restoration progress.”

According to Alexander, the wa-
ters receded soon after the fl ood, and 
both FrontDoor and ResLife sent 
workers to the Loop Lofts to pump 
out the remaining water.

ResLife compensated students in 
full for all damages to items in the 
apartments, provided that affected 
residents fi led an itemized list of 
goods to be replaced. 

“They defi nitely made a point like 
‘If you had textbooks damaged you 
need to get that in and we want to get 
you your textbooks without charge as 
soon as possible, because we don’t 
want your grades to suffer,’” she 
said.

ResLife also worked with stu-
dents to give them other accommoda-
tions, including temporary South 40 
housing, but Marks had to move into 
another apartment in the other Loop 
Lofts building and was displaced for 
three nights after the fl ood.

“I had to stay with friends and try 
to catch up on schoolwork because I 
had all this to deal with in my free 
time,” he said.

Some Loop Lofts residents have 
moved into other apartments, and 
some of the temporary South 40 resi-
dents only returned to the Loop Lofts 
as recently as two weeks ago, accord-
ing to Marks.

Repair efforts continue in the 
Loop Lofts, with workers given 
limited key access by FrontDoor to 
the affected apartments. Students 
expressed concerns for the safety of 
their belongings and their privacy.

“We notifi ed residents of work 
being done by staff in their apart-
ments in accordance with how we 
notify residents who live in any of 
our residences on or off campus,” 
Walehwa wrote. “All students who 
believe they had items missing have 
been encouraged to fi le a police re-
port with the St. Louis Police Depart-
ment to investigate any theft that may 
have occurred.”

As repairs fi nish up, junior Has-
san Moore formed a Facebook group 
in response to the fl oods called “Con-
cerned Loop Lofts Residents and oth-
ers.” Moore could not be reached for 
comment.

Mixed response to 
University aid

Not everyone praised the Univer-
sity’s response to the fl ooding. Some 
residents criticized the University for 
not sending representatives to the 
scene until 5 p.m.

“Immediately after the fl ood 
they did a horrible job,” Marks said. 
“There was no University presence 
besides our RAs there to help us.”

But according to Walehwa, admin-
istrators could not access the building 
until fl oodwaters had receded and po-
lice had cleared nearby roads.

“Fortunately, Assistant Director of 
Residential Life Christina Yao lives 
in the Loop Lofts and was on site im-
mediately,” he wrote. “The RAs were 
able to notify residents within min-
utes of the fl ash fl ood about what was 
happening by knocking on doors.”

Alexander said she feels the Uni-
versity administration communicated 
well with affected residents in the 
fi rst days after the fl ood by holding 
meetings, sending e-mails and send-
ing administrators to the building, but 
she wishes the University could have 
communicated more consistently 
with Loop Lofts residents after that.

“[The University] did do enough 
to get you to shut up, but people for-
get about you,” she said. “I just felt 
kind of alone. It was like ‘We’re re-
ally concerned’ for one day, and then, 
‘Whatever.”

Walehwa asserted that the Uni-
versity continues communication 
with Loop Loft residents.

“We have continued to send out 
updates to all affected residents on 
any ongoing progress,” Walehwa 
wrote.

ResLife will ensure that criti-
cisms are handled by the appropriate 
departments, Walehwa said.

“I think students are happy with 
our effort, but this whole process has 
been very long,” Walehwa wrote. 
“All criticisms are listened to care-
fully.”

Marks admired the administra-
tion’s efforts to help students in the 
days after the fl ood.

“I think the University has made 
up for their initial mistakes pretty 
well,” Marks said.

And fl ash fl ooding is never easy 
to prepare for, according to Alexan-
der.

“I’m not bashing Wash. U. There’s 
no way anyone could have been pre-
pared or foreseen this happening,” 
Alexander said. “But I hope that this 
[event] helps us be more prepared for 
any type of emergency situation in the 
future and gets the campus aware that 
these types of things do happen.”

Residents of Building B in the off-campus Loop Lofts apartments are still 
drying out towels and rugs affected by the fl ooding in early September.

LUCY MOORE | STUDENT LIFE

SPRINK BREAK 2009.
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go Free. 
Call for Group Discounts. Best 
Prices Guaranteed! Best Parties! 
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida. 
Information/Reservations 1-800-
648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.
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EHow.com is a fun little Web 

site, a digital encyclopedia of small, 
user-written how-to guides, offering 
thousands of tips. Think Wikipedia, 
but instead of reading about the biol-
ogy of apple trees, you learn to make 
apple pie. With the motto “How To Do 
Just About Everything,” eHow offers 
a comprehensive search engine and 
toolbar with which users can search for 
exactly what they need to learn to do. 
Instructions are clear and concise, and 
can be delivered by using text, images 
and even videos. At a glance, eHow.
com seems to be just another Web site 
among the countless others fl oating 
around the web, but after clicking on a 
few links, you’ll see that there is poten-
tial to be accessed though the site.  

Unlike Wikipedia, there is money 
involved. Article authors get paid, 
with pay scaling in proportion to the 
number of views each article has. 
With more than 250,000 articles in the 
database, 180,000 of the articles are 
professionally written while the rest 
are written by eHow’s members who 
can share their personal knowledge 
with the 17 million people who visit 
the site each month. This gives an 
incentive for improved  articles which 
raise the overall quality of the site and 
attract more visitors. The Web site 
itself makes its money with advertise-
ments, and increases its revenue with 
more visitors. 

Based on the Top 10 eHows listed 
on the home page, people are seeking 
information on a wide variety of topics 
on eHow. The No. 1 article is titled 
“How to Grow Potatoes in a Garbage 
Can,” while the No. 6 article is called 
“How to Survive Total Economic 
Collapse.” “How to become an NFL 
referee” is No. 10 on the list, and if 
users go to the legal section under 
“categories,” there is information rang-
ing from fi ghting a DUI to contesting 
a child custody ruling. All of this 
may seem random, but popularity is 
calculated by the number of hits and 
comments the article receives, so the 
Web site essentially caters to what visi-
tors need most.  

The list of available guide subjects 
is nearly endless. Learning to whistle 
with your fi ngers, that’s pretty easy. 
How about a guide on the best way to 
throw a wet T-shirt contest? Instruc-
tions on being less shy? Tips for 
writing a solid prenuptial agreement? 
A tasty recipe for alligator jerky? No 
matter what was thrown at it, there was 
something. 

You probably will not fi nd tips 
for illegal activities. You won’t fi nd 
advice on how to shoplift or make a 
homemade crystal meth lab. However, 
you will fi nd tips on how to notice 
shoplifters in your store or how to 
break a meth addiction. 

Then again, you’ll also fi nd how 
to pass a drug test, so the editors aren’t 
perfect. 

The basic outline of each guide 
is the same despite the huge variety 
of subjects one can fi nd. A brief 
introductory paragraph, a list of needed 
materials (if applicable), a list of 
step-by-step instructions, a few extra 
tips and warnings on the bottom, a list 
of related guides and perhaps most 
importantly, user comments. The com-
ments will tell you what other users 
think of the guide and how useful it is. 
Best of all, unlike sites like Youtube, 
the comments do not consist primarily 
of fl aming, trolling and spam. 

Ratings are certainly helpful 
because the guides themselves are 
hit or miss. Some give long, detailed, 
step-by-step instructions, while others 
only give little bullet point tips. In 
most cases, you have to wade through 
multiple guides on your question of 
interest before you fi nd the best one. 
Sometimes there isn’t a best one, in 
which case you can mix and match 
advice from each.

The home page of the site features 
a Today’s Top How To, and a recent 
one was titled “How to Make a Pet’s 
Halloween Costume Safe.” With an 
average rating of 4.5 stars out of a 
possible fi ve, the article depicts an 
image of a Chihuahua dressed as 
Snow White, complete with a black 
wig, pink crown, puffy sleeves and a 
yellow skirt. A short introduction next 
to the picture is followed by a toolbar 
that offers the chance for members to 
post comments on the article, add it to 
favorites, print it or even fl ag it.  Below 
that is a set of numbered instructions, 
fi ve in total, which not only helps pet 
owners choose appropriate costumes 
for their pets, but also gives them ad-
vice on how to fi x whatever isn’t safe 
or comfortable. A section for “Tips & 
Warnings” gives further information 
on how to ensure the advice will be a 
success, and a resources section pro-
vides a link to the Humane Society of 
the United States.  At the bottom of the 

page, there is a section for comments 
from other members who read the ar-
ticle. All of this provides an in—depth 
look into what pet owners can do to 
ensure that their pets’ Halloween is a 
pleasurable one.

The article is written by Melissa 
Maroff, who, according to her member 
page, is a Writer/Editor from Los An-
geles and an expert on pets. From her 
page, you can also see her profi le pic-
ture, recent articles that she has writ-
ten, recent comments that have been 
left about her articles and comments 
that she has posted on other members’ 
articles. With so much information, 
eHow is not only a site that provides 
information to visitors, but also one 
that acts as a social-networking tool. 
It is even possible for members to add 
each other as friends.

I decided to test the value of the 
site for myself. Since many of these 
are not pragmatic to test—I will not be 
buying and registering a motorcycle in 

South Korea in the near future—
I went simple: Learning to 

whistle with your fi ngers. 
There were seven guides 

on the subject, all 
saying basically 

the same thing 
in a more or 
less detailed 
way. Pinch 
your thumb 
and index 
fi ngers, 
leaving 
a small 
gap. 
Cover 

your teeth with your lips and rest your 
fi ngertips on your teeth. Curl your 
tongue in a specifi c way, and blow 
hard. I immediately spit all over my 
monitor. 

Then came the discovery of 
eHow’s biggest limitation: with a 
teacher or friend giving advice, you’re 
getting feedback and correction, but 
here, you’re given the steps and if you 
can’t master them, you’re out of luck. 
The seven different guides tried seven 
different ways of explaining tongue 
placement, and none of them worked 
for me. Only after experimenting 
on my own for an hour, placing my 
tongue in 100 different yoga positions, 
could I exhale a wheeze that resembled 
a quiet whistle. 

Don’t even get me started on trying 
to blow bubbles with bubble gum. 
That was a miserable failure. 

The Web site does have video how-
tos, which are really useful for some 
things. Unfortunately, there were no 
in-mouth bubble gum cams, but I did 
learn how to make a neat smoke bomb 
from a gracious young miscreant. 

All in all, eHow.com is a precious 
little webgem full of advice on things 
you never knew you needed to know. 
No matter how obscure the search is, 
chances are, someone out there has 
written an article for eHow, detailing 
exactly “How to Determine if a UFO 
is Dangerous,” or “How to Know 
the Difference in Butter Beans, Lima 
Beans & Madagascar Beans.” Maybe 
you will need to learn how to “Extract 
Information from a Detainee” or 
“Book a Mt. Everest Climb Online” 

one day. Better get learning.

Sudoku  By The Mepham Group

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved. 10/31/08
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eHow
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Scott Fabricant and
Matthew Lee
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Proposition M

YOU’VE GOT

ISSUES
(in Missouri):

Proposition M requests a half-cent sales 
tax increase in St. Louis County to support 

MetroLink and MetroBus services and expan-
sions. If passed, St. Louis City will also begin 
to levy a quarter-cent sales tax suggested in 

1997 but will not be enacted unless St. Louis 
County also approves the sales tax increase.

An average family would pay around $50 
extra each year through the tax.

Because of a pending lawsuit against the origi-
nal contractors of the Shrewsberry Line and 

because federal subsidies will soon start to be 
phased out, Metro will face a $45 million per 

year defi cit by July 2009.

The tax is predicted to raise $80 million dol-
lars per year and allow Metro to maintain all 

current services and expand. Expansion plans 
may include Bus Rapid Transit lines, high ca-
pacity, quick and effi cient vehicles and a new 
MetroLink line running through the Daniel 

Boone Corridor, from Clayton to I-44.

So far Metro has brought in more than $15 
billion of economic development to areas 

near its stations and expansion is predicted to 
bring in more.

 
MetroLink produces zero pounds of emis-

sions annually. If public transportation is re-
duced, more people will be forced to use cars, 

creating more congestion and pollution.

Without additional funding Metro will begin 
to reduce services. Possible cuts include 

buses and elimination of MetroLink service 
after 8 p.m., elimination of WUSTL Gold 

stops at the Galleria, Maplewood and Brent-
wood Promenade, higher ticket prices, and the 
elimination of special events service to events 

such as Cardinals’ baseball games.

Chancellor Wrighton sent the students and 
faculty an e-mail advocating on behalf of 

Proposition M and its impact on the Wash. U. 
community.

Sources:
http://moremetrolink.com/index.html

http://www.metrostlouis.org/crossroads/default.asp

—Compiled by Kristen Klempert, scene reporter



My article last week discussed 
the term “unofficially dating.” 
Sure, as college students we all 
hear such terms thrown around, 

but when they become personal 
to us and our romantic dilemmas, 
we may ruminate more on these 
terms and what exactly they mean 
for our future romantic prospects. 
This week, I decided to outline a 
few key terms we all hear around 
campus. These five terms are 
presented from the most serious, 
or formal, romantic pairing to the 
least romantic setting.

Dating: We all know what 
dating is. Or do we? As college 
students we are faced with a mul-
titude of daily choices, dilemmas 
and responsibilities. Personally, I 
tend to admire those few friends I 
know around school who are actu-
ally seriously dating other people. 

With the academic rigors of Wash. 
U., how do these people have time 
to date? Dating can be defined 
as both an emotional and sexual 
process, in which two people 
spend a great deal of time to-
gether. They mutually enjoy each 
other’s company, whether they are 
hooking up, having a more sexual 
experience or just taking a walk 
together around campus or Forest 
Park. Moreover, dating means an 
acknowledgment of the pairing. It 
means that if you are in a relation-
ship, you are willing to put time 
and effort into making it work, 
since you truly have a special at-
tachment and emotional connec-
tion to that person.

Exclusive: Sometimes, this 
term may come up in conversa-
tion, but it can be very vague. 
After all, what does exclusive 
actually mean in terms of ro-
mance? Being exclusive means 
that you and your special someone 
have talked about your constant 
hook ups, and you have forbid 
each other from hooking up with 
anyone else. However, being 
exclusive does not mean you are 
dating, for usually there is no true 
or actual romance involved. While 
being exclusive usually means 
having a more sexual connection 
rather than an emotional or spiri-
tual connection, there certainly 
can be potential in being exclusive 

to progress to dating that person, 
if both people agree to it and feel 
it is right for them.

Together: This is a synonym 
for “unofficially dating.” While 
initially this may seem more seri-
ous than being exclusive, being 
“together” usually means that 
two people have been known to 
hook up constantly. However, 
the difference is that when two 
people who are “exclusive” have 
acknowledged that they should re-
strict hookups to only themselves, 
people who are ‘together’ have 
usually not acknowledged that 
they should not hook up with oth-
er people. This term can also bring 
to mind a “friend with benefits.” 
There is no real romance involved 
and no communication in terms of 
whether two of these people can 
hook up with other people.

Hooking Up: This is a single, 
purely sexual act between two 
people with little to no immediate 
emotional connection involved. 
However, a hookup can certainly 
lead to the potential for a more 
formal, serious relationship, and a 
hookup can definitely lead to one 

of the terms mentioned above if 
the two people enjoy the hookup 
immensely and both make it clear 
that it is a more than just a one 
time kind of deal.

Random Hookup: Finally, the 
lowest-ranked term on my little 
scale. A random hookup differs 
from the hookup term defined 
above because of its lack of po-
tential. That is, usually a random 
hookup may very likely involve 
inebriation and may be spurred on 
by alcohol. While a hookup can 
happen between two people who 
are attracted to each other and 
may want to initiate a future re-
lationship, a random hookup may 
be attributed to sexual frustration, 
inebriation or something of the 
like. 

These days, romance some-
times just can’t be defined or 
labeled. No longer is everything 
black and white. Instead, we 
need terms and labels like the 
ones mentioned above for those 
sketchy gray areas while we try to 
sort out our romantic adventures 
and feelings and piece everything 
together.
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The word Bici—pronounced 
“beachy”—in Bici Café means 
“bicycle” in Italian. Years ago, the 
building where the café is now lo-
cated was a bike shop and is only 
as far from campus as the Loop. 
Nostalgia for the restaurant’s 
roots inspired the current owner 
to name his restaurant in memory 
of its bicycling history. I was also 
informed that the original floor 
from the bike shop remains today. 

Aside from these subtle re-
minders and some bicycle memo-
rabilia on the walls, it is quite 
clear that Bici is a café today. 
Upon entering, instead of being 
asked what type of bike you’re 
looking for, you’ll be asked what 
you’d like to drink. Seated at a 
comfortable booth, my friends 
and I admired the brightly-colored 
yellow and orange cloth napkins 
and creamy yellow painted walls. 
A large white and turquoise 
candle sat on our table, adding 
a pleasant touch of warmth and 
color. Though the cold weather 
prevented us from sitting outside, 
we still enjoyed the view of twin-
kling white lights ouside. From 
our table, we also had a view of 
the flat screen TV and a small bar. 

We were quickly greeted by 
our waitress. She was very friend-
ly and helpful and offered smiles 
and advice on what to order. 
The rest of the staff was equally 
efficient, frequently refilling our 
water glasses and preparing the 
food in a timely manner. 

Bici Café offers small plates, 
soups and salads, sandwiches, 
pizza, pasta and four entrées. 
Small plate offerings include a 
variety of hot and cold Mediter-
ranean options, including octopus 
salad with tomatoes, red onions 
and capers, a Mediterranean 
cheese sampler, falafel “popcorn” 
with tzatziki sauce, spiced crab 
cakes and chorizo stuffed dates. 

We asked the waitress if these 
small plates could be shared as 
an appetizer. She enthusiastically 
replied that this could certainly 
be done. We decided to begin 
our meal with the “Bruschetta of 
the Day.” The bruschetta arrived 
promptly. Presented on a large 
white plate, slices of crusty white 
baguette were topped with thinly-
sliced green apples, goat cheese, 
a slightly sweet brown sauce and 
a generous slice of pork tender-
loin. Though a unique combina-
tion, these tasty bites were quite 
delicious. The tart sweetness of 
the green apples complemented 
the rich flavor of the goat cheese 
and the savory meaty flavor of the 
pork. My only complaint would 
be that there were only three 
pieces so each of us only got to 
eat one bruschetta. Perhaps we 
should have chosen a different 
small plate to share, such as the 
falafel “popcorn” or stuffed dates, 
which I imagine would provide 
more than three pieces. 

For our main courses, we 
decided to try the grilled tuna 
sandwich, seafood pizza and the 
tomato risotto. The grilled tuna 

sandwich was presented on a long 
white plate. Served with a small 
salad and a pickle, the sandwich 
consisted of a piece of grilled 
tuna, hard boiled egg and fresh 
greens, topped with tapenade and 
sun-dried tomato aioli. 

To my dismay, there were 
many faults with this sandwich. 
For one, the bread was unexcit-
ing. It was simple toasted wheat 
bread, which is fine for the 
everyday meal, but for a sandwich 
at a relatively fancy restaurant, 
I expected better. The tuna was 
not fully cooked and parts of it 
were quite pink. While I’m aware 
that some people prefer their tuna 
cooked this way, I think that the 
menu should have specified that 
the tuna would not be completely 
grilled. As for the sauce, I found 
it to be intense, but satisfying. 
However, my friend disliked it. 
Tapenade has a powerful olive 
flavor that is not for the faint of 
heart. The accompanying salad 
was topped with crunchy onions 
and Dijon vinaigrette. Enjoyed 
by all, this salad was tasty but its 
portion was minimal. 

The tomato risotto was 
presented on another large 
white plate. Topped with large 
pink shrimp with small pieces 
of zucchini, I suspected that I 
would love this dish. (Shrimp is 
one of my favorite foods.) Yet, 
I was unfortunately dismayed 
once again. The sauce had an 
inexplicably strange and unap-
petizing flavor. At first it seemed 
fine, but upon further forkfuls, it 
became clear that it was just a bit 
too overwhelming. It had a sort 
of fruity, cheesy taste that could 
not compensate for the plump 
pink shrimp. This opinion was 
confirmed by my friends.

Finally, we sampled the sea-
food pizza. Bici offers 10 different 
types of pizza as well as a “create 
your own” offering. Pizzas range 
from the traditional (pepperoni 
and margherita) to the inventive (a 
wild mushroom pizza with truffle 
oil and another pizza made with 
eggplant puree and ricotta). De-
bating between the eggplant pizza 
and the seafood pizza, I asked the 
waitress for her recommendation, 
and she enthusiastically suggested 
that I go with the seafood. The 
menu indicates that this selection 
includes clams, calamari, shrimp, 

pesto and sun-dried tomatoes. Not 
the biggest clam fan, I opted to 
forgo that particular topping. 

The pizza arrived on another 
large white plate. The crust was 
thin and crunchy. Portions of the 
ends of the crust were burnt. The 
pesto sauce was quite delicious, 
however. It was not too garlicky 
or oily and it complemented the 
sweetness of the sun-dried toma-
toes. The seafood toppings were 
mediocre. They were not fishy 
but also did not taste especially 
fresh. Small pieces of calamari 
topped the pizza, appearing as 
little purple octopi. Though ad-
venturous, I was dubious of these 
tentacled creatures on my pizza 
and opted to pick them off rather 
than eat them. My friends agreed 
that this was the best course of 
action. While not a perfect pizza, 
my friends and I agreed that we 
preferred it over the undercooked 
tuna and oddly-flavored risotto.

At the end of the evening, we 
decided to try the desserts. Bici 
offers several desserts, including a 
variety of flavors of gelato. I tried 
the combination of blood orange 
and lemon gelato while my friend 
tried cappuccino and chocolate. 
Each of us thoroughly enjoyed our 
gelato, ending our evening on a 
good note. 

Bici is a new restaurant trying 
its hand at many novel creations. 
It gets a thumbs-up for attentive 
and friendly service, warm, com-
fortable ambiance and attractive 
presentation. However, the food 
was simply sub-par. After our 
tasty bruschetta appetizer, the fare 
went downhill. 

It seems to me that Bici may 
be trying a bit too hard to be 
cutting-edge and creative. While 
some of its unique flavor com-
binations work, others fall short. 
Yet, I am still holding out hope 
for this small neighborhood estab-
lishment. The owner mentioned 
that they are trying to attract more 
Wash. U. students to their reason-
ably-priced, nearby spot. In fact, 
he even offered such incentives as 
a 20 percent off Wash. U. discount 
after 9 p.m. and the possibility of 
a future beer pong tournament. 
So keep your eyes peeled for Bici 
Café, and if you’re feeling adven-
turous give them a try; if you’re 
skeptical about the food, you can’t 
go wrong with their gelato.

Jessie is my canine, and she’s a 
sweet, sweet one. Intolerably per-
suasive, Jessie usually gets what she 
wants. So it was last week, while I was 
strolling through the Loop, that Jessie 
had one of her cravings. We were in 
front of Fro-Yo—Frozen Yogurt—at 
that moment; I was only too glad to 
get inside and sate the little bugger.

Located between Phoenix Rising 
and Good Works Furniture, Fro-Yo 
occupies the space that was formerly 
Crazy Bowls & Wraps. The storefront 
looked modern and cool, though I was 
surprised not to see any tables outside. 
Stepping in, I was very pleased with 
the spacious, high-ceiling layout. 
The greenish-blue tiled wall added 
to the pop atmosphere, while Pink’s 
“So What” played on the stereo. For 
Californians and New Yorkers familiar 
with Pinkberry, Fro-Yo looks pretty 
darn familiar. It’s merely the St. Louis 
version.

I approached the counter asking 
for their best seller. The clerk looked at 
me dubiously, before pointing toward 
a row of dispensers. “Self service,” 
said the clerk, “40 cents an ounce.” 
I picked up a cup and strode over to 
gawk at all the fl avors.

There were six machines, with two 
fl avors in each. Each dispenser had 
the standard three knobs set up, one 
for each fl avor and one for the mix. 
Flavors present includes original—
pretty self explanatory, strawberry, 
chocolate, green tea, cheesecake and 
peanut butter to name a few. The shop 
switches each  fl avor in and out. On 
most machines there were signs indi-
cating the options as low or fat free; 
I couldn’t help but notice Fro-Yo’s 
touting board of nutritional values. I 
chose the cheesecake and moved on to 
the dressings.

The “condiments” were numerous 
and varied. Fro-Yo had everything 
from your traditional toppings like 
sprinkles and marshmallows, to mochi 
and even fresh fruits. There were ki-
wis, strawberries, melons and enough 
others for a small smoothie bar, which 
made me quite happy. These were 
lined up near the counter where the 
clerk stood. Again, these toppings 
were completely self-service. I got 
some strawberry with my cheesecake 
and proceeded to checkout.

There were two cash registers, 
each attached to a metallic scale. I 
placed the cup on these scales, which 
charged me based on how piggish I 
was feeling. My total was almost $6 
for a portion slightly bigger than a 
Bear’s Den fro-yo cup, although the 
price will vary greatly depending on 
how much one wants to eat. Hey, it’s 
dessert on the Loop. What would you 
expect?

I sat at one of the tables inside and 
promptly played with my food. The 
yogurt has a thick, viscous consistency, 
slightly creamy in color to justify its 
cheesecake fl avor. I was expecting the 

taste to be somewhat airy and fl eeting 
from the lack of fat; I couldn’t have 
been more wrong. The yogurt was rich 
and strong. The leading fl avor was 
sweetness, a little on the strong side, 
but very palatable indeed. After the ini-
tial burst, there is the rich, creamy taste 
of cheesecake: tarty and smooth.

The strawberries added a much-
needed sour taste to each mouthful, 
a zap in the mouth that enhances the 
fl avor of the primary ingredient. Not to 

mention they made the frozen yogurt 
look irresistible to beat.

Fro-Yo advertises itself as a health-
friendly establishment, so I took a sec-
ond glance at their nutritional data. For 
a single serving, which is a 1/2 cup, 
there is about 7 percent of one’s daily 
carbohydrate needs, as well as protein, 

minerals and vitamins. I don’t quite 
believe their numbers on fats, judging 
from the taste as well as the nature of 
yogurt. It is also unclear which fl avor 
this data set is for; clearly the low-fat 
prefi x before ‘original recipe’ indicates 
a different composition compared to 
the prefi x-free peanut butter fl avor.

If you are having dinner on the 
Loop and don’t fancy the dessert 
section of the menu, or if you’re 
just looking for something to feed 

your sweet tooth, you might want 
to consider Fro-Yo as an alternative. 
Although somewhat pricey, Fro-Yo 
offers a good snack in a cool package. 
While wandering the Loop, stop in and  
check out the fl avors before  it gets to 
cold. Fro-Yo is a welcome addition to 
the Loop indeed.

Bici Café
★★★✩✩

7401 Pershing Avenue
314-721-8484

$10-15

Kate L. Gallagher
Scene Reporter

Srun Sosothikul
Scene Reporter

Fro-Yo
★★★★✩

6329 Delmar Avenue
314-862-1717

$1-7 depending on weight

LUCY MOORE | STUDENT LIFE

The Idiot’s Guide to college romance

Willie Mendelson
Staff Manager
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