
Junior Eric Duffy buys a pizza in the DUC using his meal plan. As of  this 
semester, it is not possible to add points to meal plans once they run out.
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Students gather at Bowles Plaza for the Greek Week Toga Contest. Teams 
danced and decorated their togas, competing for the best.
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Greek Week focuses on service
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The music festival Play:STL gives 
the city a bracing performance.  
Scene covers Saturday’s rock show.

MUSIC HITS ST. LOUIS BREAKING NEWS 24x7
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Student Life will be posts breaking 
news updates to its Web site through-
out the week. Check frequently as the 
debates develop.

www.studlife.com

Scene covers  the details of the “Birth of 
the Cool” exhibit showcasing jazz, the 

Jetsons, Jackson Pollock, and experimen-
tal art

Republican presidential nomi-
nee John McCain upended the 
presidential campaign this week, 
threatening not to attend the first 
presidential debate—set to take 
place tonight—should Congress 
not reach a deal by that time on 
the proposed federal bailout plan 
meant to alleviate the current eco-
nomic crisis.

Under McCain’s plan, laid 
out by Senator Lindsay Graham 
(R-SC), the first presidential de-
bate would be held at Washing-
ton University on Oct. 2 instead 
of the vice presidential debate, 
which would take place in Oxford, 
Miss.—where the presidential de-
bate is set to occur tonight—on an 
undetermined date.

“We must meet as Americans, 
not as Democrats or Republicans, 
and we must meet until this cri-
sis is resolved,” McCain said in a 
statement Wednesday. 

As of this writing, the fate of 

the debate, which is set to be held 
at the University of Mississipi is 
unclear; most recently, McCain 
has stated that he will not wait for 
a final vote to decide whether he 
will attend the debate scheduled 
for Friday night, but rather would 
attend only if the White House and 
members of Congress reach an 
agreement on bailout legislation.

Both the Commission on Presi-
dential Debates and Democratic 
nominee Sen. Barack Obama’s 
campaign have said that they 
would like the debates to continue 
as scheduled. 

Washington University is also 
planning to host the vice presiden-
tial debate as previously set up.

“We’re just moving ahead as 
planned. I don’t want to conjec-
ture,” Sue McGinn, the Univer-
sity’s executive director of com-
munications, said.

Thursday afternoon, it appeared 
that a group of lawmakers on Capi-
tol Hill had come to a preliminary 
agreement on a counterproposal to 
President Bush’s original $700 bil-
lion bailout plan, but by the eve-
ning the proposal had fallen apart.

Although lawmakers had ini-
tially hoped to have a bill on the 
President’s desk by the weekend, 
by 10:30 p.m. on Thursday, talks 
had broken down without any indi-
ciation about how the government 
will attempt to resolve the crisis in 

DEBATES IN LIMBO

News Staff

Republican presidential nominee Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) walks with U.S. Senator Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) in the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, 
D.C., September 25, 2008. McCain returned to Washington on Thursday to address the nation’s fi nancial crisis.

MCT CAMPUS

Student Union Treasury denied 
funding on Tuesday for the College 
Republicans to bring political ac-
tivist and entertainment personality 
Ben Stein to campus next week. 

The funding denial comes one 
week after Treasury approved the 
speaker at the cost of $18,000 from 
the body’s appeals fund, contingent 

on Stein being able to come to cam-
pus on Oct. 1. Because the event 
had not been confi rmed, Treasury 
postponed formal approval of the 
speaker to this week’s meeting, 
where the body would vote on the 
proposal once more.

After the College Republicans, 
in addition to the Washington Uni-
versity Student Investment Fund, 
Delta Sigma Pi and Theta Xi—who 
co-sponsored the events—received 
confi rmation that Stein was avail-

able, Treasury voted again on the 
proposal this week, when a major-
ity of representatives decided to 
deny the funding in a 9-7-1 vote. 

The event would have cost a 
total of $30,000, $12,000 of which 
the College Republicans have al-
ready raised from an independent 
donation and from the Student 
Union (SU) Election Programming 
Fund. Because Treasury denied 
funding the remainder of the cost, 
it is unlikely that Stein will come 

speak. 
Charis Fischer, president of the 

College Republicans, said that she 
did not understand the Treasury’s 
reasoning in rejecting the appeal, 
and she felt the process was un-
fair.

“I think it was the wrong deci-
sion, and their excuses for not giv-
ing us funding did not hold up,” 

SU denies funding for Ben Stein
Ben Sales
Senior News Editor

See DEBATE ’08, page 2

McCain threatens to 
pull out of tonight’s 
debate, wants to 
debate at WU

Some students may not notice, but 
their meal plan has undergone signifi -
cant changes since last year.

In an effort to move all on-cam-
pus transactions to one central ac-
count, the Offi ce of Residential Life 
(ResLife) and Dining Services at 
Washington University decided to 
eliminate the ability of students to add 
dining points. Now, when students 
exhaust their points on their prepaid 
meal plan, students must add dollars 
to their campus card, which also pays 

for vending and laundry.
While rumors have spread over the 

new plan’s benefi ts, the campus card 
will, in fact, act almost identically as 
the meal point system did in years 
past, counting one dollar for every 
“point.”

Some students worry that the new 
system will add tax to each transac-
tion, but Latanya Clifton-Smith, an 
accountant for ResLife, contends the 
new plan will only make on-campus 
purchases easier.

“It’s a real plus for the student,” 
Smith said. “When a student’s regu-

Meal plan point 
additions nixed

Jeremy Rogoff
Staff Reporter

See MEALS, page 3

Throughout this week, sororities 
and fraternities have teamed up to 
stuff their faces with Jimmy John’s 
subs, play Giant Twister on the Vil-
lage Green, sport togas in Bowles 
Plaza, compete in Olympic-themed 
events and create canned sculptures 
in the Gargoyle.

All of these events are part of 
this year’s Greek Week, which fi n-
ishes this Saturday.

“Greek Week is an opportunity 
for Greek men and women on cam-
pus to come together and participate 
on teams in a variety of events that 
promote friendly competition, phi-
lanthropy and team bonding,” In-
terfraternity Council President and 
Sigma Nu member Dan Cate said. 
“It also serves as a way to promote a 
positive image of Greek Life to the 
rest of campus.”

According to Cate, philanthropy 
is the central focus of Greek Week, 
unlike in previous years. Sorority 
and fraternity chapters will be do-
nating food they collected through-
out the week as part of a weeklong 
canned and boxed food collection 
drive to support a repackaging cen-
ter in downtown St. Louis. 

Fraternities and sororities were 
also assigned to color teams to com-
pete for points throughout the week. 
Points are awarded based on the 
amount of food collected as well as 
performance and chapter attendance 
throughout the week’s events.

Alpha Phi member Dee Muran-

sky said she was especially excited 
about the toga contest held Tuesday 
in Bowles Plaza. Muransky was 
named Alpha Phi’s queen of Greek 
Week.

“I am really honored that my be-
loved chapter chose me to represent 
them during Greek week to the rest 
of the Greek community,” Muran-
sky said. “It’s a great compliment 
to be the face of 110 of my favorite 
people at Wash. U.”

In the event, teams had 30 min-
utes to make a toga for their elected 
kings and queens. The contest con-
sisted of two rounds: round one 
involved each king and queen pos-
ing and dancing to a song of their 
choosing, and round two (deemed 
the “lightening round”) consisted 
of a random song played by the 
judges.

Winners were determined on the 
basis of creativity and the ability to 
entertain. The orange team—Chi 
Omega, Theta Xi and Sigma Chi—
won.

In addition to participating in 
the toga contest, kings and queens 
will be crowned at the Greek Prom 
Saturday night if their team re-
ceived enough spirit points during 
the week. The daily standings were 
tallied every day in the Greek Life 
Offi ce.

Coordinator for Chapter Devel-
opment Lucy Morlan encourages 
both Greek Life members and unaf-
fi liated students to enjoy the week 
and contribute to the food drive.

“The people actually competing 
in each event are Greek members, 
[but] essentially anyone can come 
watch all the events,” Morlan said.

Brittany Farb
Staff Reporter

See BEN STEIN, page 3



Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama walks off stage after 
addressing reporters about the economy on Wednesday afternoon.
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Jazz at Kemper Art Museum
4-6 p.m.
The BAG Trio will draw on the legacy of 
Miles Davis for this special performance. 
Led by Zimbabwe Nkenya on bass and 
African Mbira, the trio takes its name 
from the Black Artist Group, a St. Louis 
collective that fl ourished between 1968 and 
1972.

Sunday on the swamp
Italian Club
1-5 p.m.
The Sophomore and Freshman Class 
Councils are sponsoring a day on the 
swamp feature free food, infl atables, a 
mechanical bull and a bounce house. 

MCT CAMPUS

Hi-Pointe Auto Service & WashHi-Pointe Auto Service & Wash

Foreign and Domestic 
Auto Repair
Free Shuttle to Campus

314-647-5005
Mon-Fri  7:30a - 6:00p
Call Alan for Appointment

“Serving our community honestly  for over 60 years.”

981 S. Skinker at Clayton Rd.

$5Try our all new Tandem Rite Touch 
CAR WASH with “rainx” 

COUPON
Offer expires 10/15/08

Under the big Amoco sign!

Eagle Eye
Starts Friday, September 26, 2008

Shown nightly Friday-Thursday at (4:30) 7:10 and 9:30
 Saturday and Sunday at (2:00, 4:30) 7:10 and 9:30

Now Showing

Free popcorn with Student ID for the
month of September

 Less Than a 10 Minute Walk from Campus
 For Showtimes Call 314-995-6273

1005 McCausland Ave. 

    Your Best Neighborhood Theatre Choice

"Closest Campus Drugstore"

Corner of Forest Park Pkwy and Big Bend
7010 Pershing Ave • (314) 727-4854

WILLIAMS PHARMACY

• Most National Insurance Accepted
• Delivery Available
• Student Discount on Prescriptions
• 1-Day Film Developing
• Soda, Snacks, Beer & Wine
• Cosmetics
• ATM

Serving Wash U Students, Faculty & Health Service 
for Over 45 Years

Open Mon-Fri:  9am-9pm
Sat:  9am-7pm,  Sun  10am-4pm
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AE Hotchner Playwriting Festival 
7 p.m.
The AE Hotchner Playwriting Festival 
gets underway on Friday night with 
Better, a funny and thoughtful comedy 
by senior Margaret Stamell. The 
Festival, which will feature three plays 
throughout the weekend, is to take place 
at the A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre, 
Mallinckrodt Student Center.

Seigle Hall dedicated
The Harry and Susan Seigle Hall was dedicated Thursday at 4 p.m. The ceremony 
featured a speech by Nobel Prize winner Douglas C. North, an economics 
professor. The four-story LEED-certifi ed building hosts part of the law school and 
the departments of Economics, Education and Political Science. Harry Seigle is a 
1968 alumnus.

China’s space mission lifts off
China launched its third manned space mission which will feature the country’s 
fi rst space walk. The shuttle blasted off at 9:10 p.m. Beijing time. Chinese 
President Hu Jintao addressed the three astronauts, Zhai Zhigang, Liu Boming 
and Jing Haipeng, before they took off. “You will defi nitely accomplish this 
glorious and sacred mission. The Motherland and the people are looking forward 
to your triumphant return,” Hu said. 

Thursday, September 18, 2008

10:36 p.m. INFORMATIONAL—WEST 
CAMPUS
Summary: Unknown person(s) have 
been taking food items over the last three 
months. Disposition:  Pending.
 
7:28 p.m. INFORMATIONAL—
MALLINCKRODT CENTER
Summary: License plate seized for 
Department of Revenue. Disposition:  
Cleared.

Saturday, September 20

12:51 a.m. AUTO ACCIDENT—SNOW 
WAY GARAGE
Summary:  Witness observed and reported 
a black SUV strike a parked vehicle and 
leave the scene. Disposition:  Under 
investigation. 

10:58 p.m. BURGLARY—HURD 
DORM
Summary:  Complainant reports the theft 
of laptop computers from the common 
area of their room, between 11 p.m. Sept. 
19 and 4 a.m. Sept. 20. Value $2,200. 
Disposition: Arrest made, one laptop 
recovered.

Sunday, September 21

3:20 a.m. PROPERTY DAMAGE—
PARKING LOT #54
Summary:  White Dodge Charger Station 
Wagon with IL plates ran over a Clayco 
Construction sign and fl ed from offi cers. 
Disposition:  Pending.

11:21 a.m. LARCENY – GIVENS HALL

Summary:  Student left unsecured laptop 
in an open area overnight and found it 
missing the next morning. Value $800. 
Disposition:  Pending.

12:24 p.m. SICK CASE – SOUTH 40
Summary :  Sick case. Disposition:  
Cleared.

3:07 p.m. LARCENY—WHITTAKER 
BIO-MEDICAL
Summary: Student reports she parked 
her bike at the bike racks on the West 
side at Whittaker Hall on 09-18-08, at 
approximately noon and found it missing 
on 2 p.m. Value $400  Disposition: 
Pending.

11:55 p.m. LARCENY—OLIN 
LIBRARY
Summary:  Unattended IPOD “Touch” 
valued stolen from second fl oor of Olin 
Library between 11:13 p.m. and 11:23 
p.m. Value $500. Disposition:  Pending.

Tuesday, September 23

8:41 p.m. LARCENY
Summary:  Student lost her purse in an 
unknown location at unknown time and 
later found person(s) unknown had made 
charges on her debit account. Disposition: 
Pending.

9:00 p.m. LOST ARTICLE—OLIN 
LIBRARY
Summary:  The victim, a student, stated 
that she left her wallet at Whispers Café 
and upon her return discovered that 
unknown person(s) possibly stole her 
property. Value $30. Disposition:  Pending.

Sunny
High 82

Low 58

weatherforecast
Friday 26

President of Iowa College publicly apologizes for typo
A racially-offensive typo was discovered in a handbook that was distributed to 
about 10,000 students at an Iowa college. The typo, printed in a calendar entry 
for Feb. 16, 2009 in honor of Black History Month read ‘Black History Linch and 
Learn’ instead of ‘Black History Lunch and Learn.’ Des Moines Area Community 
College President Rob Denson said that stickers are available to cover the typo, 
which he said will be corrected in the next printing. 

International

Sunny
High 82

Low 63

National

Campus

financial and credit markets.
Though there was speculation 

that McCain’s decision may make 
the vice presidential debate the 
first event of the debate cycle, the 
Obama campaign has announced 
that Obama will be attending the 
first presidential debate regard-
less of whether McCain decides 
to attend.

Assistant to the Chancellor 
Rob Wild, who is the chair of the 
Vice Presidential Debate Steering 
Committee, said that even if the 
University debate would switch 
to a presidential debate, the lo-
gistics and planning of the event 
would not significantly change.

“We’ve discussed the an-
nouncement with the [Commis-
sion on Presidential Debates] but 

we’ve been told by them that we 
need to continue to prepare and 
that’s exactly what we’re doing,” 
Wild said. “From everything that 
I can tell the preparations are very 
similar to preparing for a presi-
dential debate, so infrastructure 
wouldn’t be a concern at all.”

The confusion began on 
Wednesday afternoon when Mc-
Cain announced that he was sus-
pending his campaign to return to 
Washington to negotiate a solu-
tion to the economic downturn.

Despite McCain’s stated jus-
tification, not all students were 
convinced that his motivations 
were pure.

“I think it’d be great to have a 
presidential debate, that’d be an 
added bonus. At the same time 

I question McCain’s motives 
for doing that,” senior Ashley 
Slaughter said. “He watched [the 
crisis] get to this point and is now 
deciding if he should go back.”

Junior Jeff Lesser also ques-
tioned McCain’s intentions. 

“I’m wondering whether it 
was a political move in the first 
place, [whether] he just wants to 
show that he’s still dedicated to 
this country and that Obama’s out 
there campaigning and wants to 
debate,” he said.

President of the College Re-
publicans Charis Fischer, how-
ever, said that while she sees both 
sides of the argument and would 
like to see the candidates spar, 
she supports McCain’s decision 
and said that it reflects his com-
mitment as a senator. 

“His decision to suspend the 
campaign was the right one, to 
go back to Washington and do 
what he’s paid to do,” Fischer, a 
senior, said. “He could go to the 
debate. It would be appropriate if 
they discussed economic policy 
instead of foreign policy.”

Ben Guthorn, president of the 
College Democrats, issued a writ-
ten statement saying that it would 
be better not to postpone the de-
bate, which will serve to inform 
Americans of the candidates’ 
stances on crucial policy issues.

“The debates should proceed 
as scheduled. Our country will 

benefit from hearing the opinions 
and positions held by both of our 
current presidential candidates,” 
Guthorn’s statement read.

Student Union President Brit-
tany Perez said that while the 
prospect of having a presidential 
debate on campus is exciting, the 
vice presidential debate would be 
equally interesting. 

“I’m excited for the vice pres-
idential debate to be here,” Perez, 
a senior, said. “If the presiden-
tial debate is here next week that 
would be sweet, [but] I’m excited 
for both to happen.” 

Perez added that the personae 
of the vice presidential nominees 
make the vice presidential de-
bate, which may have gotten less 
coverage in the past, an exciting 
political event. 

“I absolutely think that people, 
when they heard that we had the 
vice presidential debate, thought 
we were getting second,” she 
said. “We know very little about 
the vice presidential candidates 
and this will be the first time the 
nation hears both of them speak 
together without a script. Students 
are very excited about that.”

Reporting by Ben Sales and 
Puneet Kollipara. Written by Ben 
Sales, Puneet Kollipara, Sam 
Guzik and Perry Stein.

McCain attends to Senate duties; 
Obama insists on multitasking
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BEN STEIN from page 1
she said. “They said if we could 
secure Oct. 1, they would guarantee 
they would fund us.”

Fischer added that from what 
she saw, certain representatives 
voted against the proposal because 
of their political leanings and be-
cause of the controversy that oc-
curred last year when College Re-
publicans brought embattled former 
Attorney General Alberto Gonzales 
to campus.

“There were some undertones 
to [the vote, that Treasury] should 
be concerned that the national stage 
will be on us,” she said. “They were 
concerned about bringing a conser-
vative speaker who believes in in-
telligent design.”

Earlier this month, the College 
Democrats brought political satirist 
Mo Rocca to campus through the 
Assembly Series.

Stein is well known for serving 
as a speech writer for the late for-
mer President Richard Nixon and 
as the host of his trivia show, “Win 
Ben Stein’s Money.”

Sophomore David Cohen, a 
Treasury representative who chairs 
the body’s Budget Committee, 
voted for funding the event during 
the fi rst meeting and would have 
wanted to see the speech, but voted 
against it during the second meeting 
because he thought that the College 
Republicans would not have been 
able to prepare for the event. 

“I felt like we didn’t have 
enough time between when the 
decision would be made about the 
funding and the event to implement 
it,” Cohen said. “I would love for 
the event to happen. I would love 
for Ben Stein to come to campus.”

Sophomore Olivia Hassan, who 
chairs the Student Groups Activi-
ties Committee, voted for the fund-
ing the second time but said that 

Treasury needs to speak with a uni-
fi ed voice. 

“I don’t think it was the right 
decision, but the purpose of Trea-
sury is to come together and make 
a compromise,” Hassan said. “The 
compromise [on Tuesday] was that 
we weren’t going to fund it.”

Hassan added that although 
Treasury approved the appeal at the 
fi rst meeting, the rejection of the 
proposal this week was still legiti-
mate because Treasury representa-
tives used the week off to gather 
more information about the event. 

“People were given time to talk 
to students and interest was a lot 
lower than we originally anticipat-
ed,” she said. “A lot of people were 
hesitant to fund the event when 
there wasn’t as much interest as we 
thought.”

But Fischer believes that Stein 
has wide appeal on campus and that 
he would be a meaningful speaker 
in the context of the current eco-
nomic crisis.

“I don’t know how much he tran-
scends party lines but he’s a popular 
guy, and he has a lot of subjects he 
can comment on beyond politics,” 
she said. “He’s the guy from ‘Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off.’ People are ex-
cited about that.”

SU President Brittany Perez, 
a senior, agrees with Fischer that 
Stein would have been a valuable 
speaker and that the appeals process 
could have been better handled. 

“Ben Stein is a relevant speak-
er to bring to campus at this time. 
His program would discuss the 
economy,” she said. “If they had 
said at the fi rst meeting, ‘We don’t 
want the event to come to campus 
at this time,’ that would have been 
fi ne. They used different logic in 
the [last] meeting than they used in 
[this] Tuesday’s.”

lar meal points run out, they can use 
the points from their campus card for 
anything.”

Clifton-Smith says that tax will 
factor into purchases as it did last 
year, when students make purchases 
at the campus bookstore using their 
ID cards. Additionally, any dollars on 
the campus card that go unused will 
carry over from semester to semester 
and year to year until graduation.

Around campus, news of the re-

vised system has reached students 
in varying ways, but Clifton-Smith 
contends that administrators have re-
ceived few complaints.

“The only confusion students 
have had is whether the campus card 
is going to be treated the same way 
as add-on points,” said Clifton-Smith, 
who estimates that less than two per-
cent of the student body has voiced 
any concern at all. “Other than that, 
the students feel at ease.”

Christie Carrino, a junior living on 
the North Side of campus, discovered 
the change while trying to buy a meal 
at the Village.

“I was really confused,” Carrino 
said. “I had just switched my meal 
plan to off campus, and I didn’t re-
alize that once I ran out of points, I 
could only use my campus card.”

While the new plan will likely 
prove more convenient, some students 
are still calling for a reconsideration 

of dining policies on campus.
“I don’t think it’s fair that graduate 

students and faculty don’t have to pay 
the overhead fees that undergraduates 
do,” junior Molly Jennings said.

Jennings said she likes that she can 
now use her campus card on a dollar-
to-dollar basis, but is still confused as 
to why she had to pay an additional 
price for her meal plan. 

“I understand that grad students 
are often paying for school out of their 

own pockets, but that doesn’t mean 
undergrads have unlimited resources. 
I really don’t understand the rationale 
behind it, because a lot of undergrads 
are on fi nancial aid.”

Sara Shapiro, another junior, at-
tributed her dwindling meal points to 
the rising food costs around campus.

“The food in the DUC is really, re-
ally expensive,” Shapiro said. “It’s a 
lot more expensive than Mallinckrodt 
was last year.”

Shapiro said that a small salad last 
year cost her $3.25. This year, she has 
seen that same salad jump to $5.75. 

While the rising price of food is 
largely beyond the control of the Uni-
versity, Carrino faults the school for 
not informing students of the changes 
to the meal plan.

“I think that it’s a good change, but 
I wish they had made it more known,” 
Carrino said. 

  

MEALS from page 1

Ben Stein has gone from top in his class at Yale Law School to Nixon speechwriter to Hollywood writer 
and actor. He is best known for his trivia show, “Win Ben Stein’s Money,” and his role as the droning teacher in 
“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.” 

MCT CAMPUS

Washington University students’ 
ability to do research or pursue ca-
reers in basic science may hinge on 
the outcome of the general election in 
November, given the dramatic differ-
ence between the presidential candi-
dates’ positions on federal funding for 
research.

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the 
Republican nominee, favors reducing 
earmarks and wasteful administrative 
expenses, but has not committed to a 
specifi c change in funding levels.

In contrast, Democratic nominee 
Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) proposes 
to double federal funding over the next 
10 years, a proposal similar to what 

took place under the Bill Clinton ad-
ministration.

Although the economy has taken 
center stage in the election, the issue 
of federal research funding may affect 
the University and its status as a major 
research institution.

Freshman Chantel Miller, who is 
currently considering both basic re-
search and medical school after gradu-
ating, says that the changes in funding 
would affect her post-college plans.

“If I had the impression that there 
was limited funding, then I would lean 
more toward medical school over re-
search,” Miller said.

Graduate student Travis Hage said 
that tighter budgets under the Bush ad-
ministration have made a difference for 
students pursuing careers in science.

“It’s really manifesting itself in 

terms of what graduate students do. 
I have friends in the [neuroscience] 
program who will fi nd a lab they fi nd 
interesting, who get along with the 
[principal investigator] and other lab 
members, but they can’t join because 
the lab can’t fund the student’s stipend 
or project,” Hage said.

Because of the competitiveness in 
funding, Hage doubts that he will be 
able to have his own lab some day. In-
stead, he said he will probably go into 
teaching or do research for a corpora-
tion.   

He added, however, that if the gov-
ernment provides more research fund-
ing, the chances that he can conduct re-
search at a university or other research 
institution will be much higher.

Vice Chancellor for Research 
Cindy Kiel, who handles research 

proposals and grants for the Dan-
forth Campus, says this issue af-
fects not just the University but also 
the country’s overall performance.
Kiel believes that it would be espe-
cially helpful for the University if 
there were more support and adequate 
funding for the America Competes 
Act—an act passed in Aug. 2007 seek-
ing to advance the U.S.’s research and 
technological position in the world and 
attract more workers worldwide.

“Research is becoming more glob-
al, so a big thing is how we compete on 
a global platform,” Kiel said.

On the other hand, Kiel says it is 
possible that the University might not 
be affected by continued stagnation in 
the federal budget, since the University 
is a highly competitive institution.

“You may not see the more com-

petitive universities hurt, but you might 
see other universities being hurt,” she 
said.

According to Kristin Sobotka, co-
ordinator for special programs in the 
Offi ce of Undergraduate Research, 
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
privately funds most undergraduate 
projects, so changes in federal funding 
may not make a signifi cant difference 
for those research projects.

Sobotka added, however, “If there’s 
more funding generally, there will be 
more opportunities for everybody.”

In the 2007 fi scal year, the Univer-
sity received $444,018,000 in federal 
funding for basic research, or 82.6 per-
cent of its total research funding.

Both candidates statements on fed-
eral research funding can be found at 
http://sciencedebate2008.com.

Election may mean difference in 
research for University students
Becca Krock 
Contributing Reporter
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 STAFF EDITORIAL 

 Last week, Student Life 
ran a news article about 
lab safety. The article 
pointed out that condi-

tions in Washington University 
science labs do not meet national 
standards and that the conditions 
could be dangerous to students. 
We know that it’s easy to view 
safety precautions simply as hin-
drances, but given the situation in 
the labs, it’s time for students to 
probe more deeply into their lab 
experiences. This is not to scare 
students into never going into 
a biology or chemistry lab ever 
again, but people should learn 
how to use their laboratories and 
take lab safety seriously. 

  During the first few weeks of 
laboratory classes, TAs and lab 
instructors typically have stu-
dents “memorize” where the fire 
blanket, eye wash station or first 

aid kit are located, and students 
cram this information before a 
safety assessment. However, as 
the semester goes on, how many 
students actually follow lab pro-
cedures? 

  Do students not eat around 
the lab area? Do students stop 
chewing gum after lab starts? Do 
students wear goggles all of the 
time? With many students in in-
dividual lab ventilation hoods, is 
it possible for TAs to see exactly 
what students are doing? 

  Students have and always 
will cut corners to finish the lab 
more quickly, and sometimes this 
increases the chances of a harm-
ful accident. Some students may 
handle toxic chemicals without 
gloves, thinking that nothing will 
happen in five seconds. Other stu-
dents don’t like how lab goggles 
get foggy and uncomfortable, so 

they take them off for a mere five 
minutes. It doesn’t take much for 
an accident like the one a few 
weeks ago to occur, where stu-
dents had to evacuate a lab after a 
chemical spill. 

  Furthermore, there are several 
students who work in laborato-
ries off of the Danforth Campus. 
Many students who work in the 
Medical School are under less su-
pervision than those on the Dan-
forth Campus. This is not to say 
that students who work outside 
are untrained or less trustworthy, 
but do those students follow safe 
lab procedures? 

  It is up to students to make 
the choices regarding lab safety 
on and off campus. Students 
must ask their instructors and 
TAs about safety procedures and 
emergency situations. Freshmen 
chemistry pupils must understand 

the impact of not wearing goggles 
while handling chemicals. When 
the University puts up signs with 
captions saying, “Carol never 
wore goggles in lab. Now she 
doesn’t need them,” accompanied 
by a somewhat laughable picture 
of blind Carol, students have dif-
ficulty taking goggle safety seri-
ously. Nonetheless, they should 
take it seriously. Yes, lab might 
get boring. It’s okay to have a 
little fun, but there are several 
chemicals and reagents that could 
have adverse effects if something 
is not done correctly.

  It’s important to be safe dur-
ing lab. Be aware of proper lab 
procedure, and don’t be afraid 
to ask for help or more specific 
directions. The labs at the Uni-
versity are generally safe but only 
to the extent that students allow 
them to be. 

Exercise safety in lab

RACHEL YOON  EDITORIAL CARTOON

 According to staff blog-
ger Tim Townsend, the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
has rejected an offer 

made by the Clarion Fund to 
provide free copies of the highly-
regarded documentary “Obsession: 
Radical Islam’s War Against the 
West” as a special value-added 
insert to its paying customers. 
The reasons behind this rejection 
are not yet entirely clear, but my 
strong suspicion is that the paper 
was motivated by concern for 
the reaction that distributing the 
DVD would inspire among the 
local Muslim population. After all, 
in the Sept. 15 press release, the 
influential (and terrorist linked, 
according to counter-terrorism ex-
pert Steve Emerson and renowned 
Islamic historian Dr. Daniel Pipes) 
Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR) called the bold 
documentary a piece of “anti-Mus-
lim hate.” And prominent English-

language Islamic Web sites and 
publications such as The American 
Muslim have endorsed collective 
pressure as a means of suppressing 
distribution of “Obsession”. 

  But if we dare write off the 
ranting of these “mainstream” 
Muslim organizations and publica-
tions, it turns out the reaction to 
it has been quite positive among 
those in the know. CNN Headline 
News personality Glenn Beck of 
the “Glenn Beck Show” called 
it, “the most important movie of 
our lifetime.” MSNBC’s Monica 
Crowley agreed, saying that “For 
your security and the security 
of the country, “Obsession” is a 
must-see.” It can also count among 
its supporters CNN anchor Kyra 
Phillips, Hudson Institute presi-
dent Dr. Herbert London, spokes-
man for the Congress of Racial 
Equality Niger Innis, the executive 
producers of both “House” and 
“24” and military analyst Major 
General Paul Vallely (who claims 
to carry a copy on him at all 
times). 

  More impressive still is the 

list of experts interviewed in this 
powerful work. First, and perhaps 
most importantly, this includes a 
number of Muslims and Islamic 
apostates who have first hand 
experience with the radical brand 
of the religion that so threatens us. 
Among them are the now de-
ceased Pakistani journalist Tashbih 
Sayyed, respected professor of 
Political Science Dr. Salim Mansur 
and former PLO terrorist Walid 
Shoebat. It also makes sure to 
interview the Western experts who 
have been warning of the threat 
since well before September 11, 
including Glen Jenvey, a spy who 
helped bring down Abu Hamza al-
Masri and successfully infiltrated 
the Iranian government; Sir Martin 
Gilbert, the official biographer of 
Sir Winston Churchill, who has 
been writing extensively on the 
Middle East for several decades; 
and Itamar Marcus, a former 
Israeli representative to the Trilat-
eral Anti-Incitement Committee 
(US-Israel-Palestinian Authority), 
who now runs the online watchdog 
group Palestinian Media Watch. 

Perhaps most profound though 
is the interview conducted with 
Alfons Heck, a veteran of the 
Hitler Youth, who makes striking 
comparisons between Nazism and 

Islamism (radical political Islam). 
  Unsurprisingly, given the 

accolades heaped upon it by main-
stream pundits and the impres-
sive range of experts involved 
in the making of it, “Obsession” 
has become increasingly visible 
in the mainstream. For example, 

Democratic congresswoman 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz co-
sponsored a special congressional 
screening of it in partnership with 
her Republican colleague Eric 
Cantor. Universities all around the 
country, including Case Western 
Reserve University, New York 
University and the University of 
Florida have all screened it. It has 
even aired on Fox News and CNN 
Headline News. And, while our lo-
cal paper has refused to distribute 
the DVD, many other major papers 
such as the Denver Post, the De-
troit Free Press, the Miami Herald 
and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
have reached an opposite deci-
sion. Overall, 70 newspapers in 14 
states have agreed to send out cop-
ies of the DVD to subscribers. 

  So, with the local paper seem-
ingly more interested in gaining 
the approval of some questionable 
Islamic organizations like those 
mentioned earlier than it is in 
helping enlighten readers by giv-
ing them access to this epic docu-
mentary, how is the local commu-
nity to view this groundbreaking 

exposé? Well, in order to ensure 
ease of access to this crucially 
important documentary, the Con-
servative Leadership Association 
(CLA) has secured approximately 
1,000 copies, which will be freely 
distributed in various locations 
around campus during the month 
of October. Students, faculty and 
local residents are all welcome to 
get the DVD free of charge during 
this period of distribution. The 
goal is to ensure that all interested 
in seeing it have a chance to do so. 
If the supply proves inadequate, 
additional copies will be obtained 
to meet demand. Having previ-
ously run a showing of this film 
at another college and finding 
myself impressed with its quality, 
I strongly recommend that you do 
what the Post-Dispatch wouldn’t 
want and watch “Obsession.” 

  
  Note of disclosure: Caleb is the 

Events Manager of the CLA. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS   with Caleb Posner

When being impolite is imperative
Caleb Posner
Staff Columnist

 Ladies and gentlemen, 
I have a confession to 
make—I am Republican. 
And you are too. Not you, 

girl standing on the bridge between 
the Loop and campus hassling me 
to register and vote Obama in Mis-
souri, or you, Bush-bashing junior 
making Obama T-shirts next to me 
outside the DUC. But you, all of 
those students who are downright 
afraid to come out and say that they 
are Republican. 

  I can’t say I blame you. 
Periodically throughout campus, 
one comes upon a poster claiming 
a meeting of the CLA. The poster 
asks something like, “Conservative? 
Libertarian? Come to our meet-
ing,” and includes a time and place. 
Yet time and time again I see this 
poster, and someone has vandalized 

it, writing words like “a**hole?” 
next to the former two words. 

  As a Republican passing this 
sign, it’s hard to wonder whether it 
is worth it to attend this meeting. 
After all, claiming you are Repub-
lican on campus usually gets you a 
tirade of Bush-bashing, Sarah Palin 
jokes and loaded questions. 
It shouldn’t come as a shock to 
anyone that on the Washington 
University campus, or for that 
matter any college campus, the pri-
mary political party is Democratic. 
Young, motivated members of the 
next generation have historically 
leaned toward the more progres-
sive political party, in this case the 
Democrats. Democrats already 
outnumber Republicans on campus, 
so I wonder why the aggression?

  Being a Republican means far 
more than being a conservative, 
Christian, closed-minded thinker, 

In response to “R.I.P. 
College Republicans”

Ryan McCombe
Op-Ed Submission

See McCOMBE, page 5

Why I am voting 

for Obama

 I was recently disconcerted 
when reading Caitlin Hart-
sell’s Op-Ed, “Why I am not 
voting for Obama.” The funny 

thing is that this disconcertment had 
nothing to do with the fact that she 
thought she would probably vote 
for McCain. Instead it had to do 
with the non-conformist conform-
ist tone of her article. While she 
accused the vast majority of (or 
rather, “large number of”) Obama 
supporters of falling into the “rally 
cry of change,” her only arguments 
against Obama were attacks from 
McCain’s campaign rhetoric stating 
that he hasn’t voted enough while in 
the Senate.

  While Hartsell claims she has 
“looked into the politics,” she does 
not give one substantial issue (or 
rather any issue at all) on which 
McCain is taking the right side of 
an issue or has made a better judg-
ment call because of his experience. 

This criticism does not come from 
a bias—I re-read the article three 
times, and there is not one “McCain 
has a better plan on this” or “Mc-
Cain made a better judgment call on 
that” statement. This is especially 
disheartening because Hartsell’s 
point is that we should all be open 
to “opposing views” to “strengthen 
our democracy” and yet her article 
was empty of such views.

  Personally, I do not feel like 
just one of the “litany of voices... 
seduced” into the Obama campaign 
(well, I do get a chill running up 
my leg when he speaks, but that’s 
another issue). This is precisely 
because I have researched the issues 
and on every important issue facing 
this country, Obama’s solution and 
judgment beat McCain’s. Hartsell 
tries to stereotype the “liberals” on 
campus as simply intolerant and 
accusatory of “the other side.” If 
liberals (or progressives as most 
of us prefer to be called) seem a 
little intolerant at times, it is simply 

Micah Herstand
Op-Ed Submission

See HERSTAND, page 5

Caleb is a sophomore in Arts & Sciences 
and a staff columnist. He can be reached 
via e-mail at csposner@wustl.edu.

““ 
   I strongly recommend 
that you do what the 

Post-Dispatch wouldn’t 
want and watch Obses-

sion.  
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 I had quite the night Saturday 
before last, and I wasn’t 
even at Beta Bubbles. No, 
late that afternoon my com-

puter crashed, and in the process 
I lost two completed essays that 
were due Monday. In short, I’d 
have to retype these papers in 
their entirety Sunday, and I wasn’t 
about to spend half the day (or 
quite possibly more) on hold with 
Dell. 

  That’s the series of events that 
led me to spend much of my Sat-
urday evening with the phone up 
to my ear, the cycle of music and 
advertisements droning incessant-
ly for what seemed like an eter-
nity. If it wasn’t for the college 
football on TV and the occasional 
person popping in for a minute 
before they themselves went out, I 
might have lost my mind. 

  But fortunately I didn’t, and 
finally the time came when the 
cacophony on the other end was 
replaced with a genuine human 
voice to whom I could actually 
explain my problem. Now I won’t 
bore you with his jargon-filled 

response that I myself don’t 
understand, but let’s just say that 
within about an hour my com-
puter was up and running again. 
Always cautious, I decided to 

protect against future crashes 
by purchasing an external hard 
drive (again, ignore the technical 
lingo), for which I was offered a 

discount. So, I was in the process 
of transmitting my shipping infor-
mation and everything seemed to 
be normal.

  Then something happened. 
Namely, the voice on the other 
end of the line began to sound 
human.

  Yes, interspersed between the 
many requests for me to repeat my 
address (funny how naïve I was to 
expect someone many thousands 
of miles away to be familiar with 
the St. Louis area when I myself 
nearly got lost in Clayton the oth-
er day), there were polite queries 
into what I intended to study and 
how I liked school. In fact, once 
I made it clear I was a student, 
it became much like talking to a 
relative or family friend.

  Really, it wasn’t until the 
transaction was complete and the 
voice casually (and as politely as 
ever) mentioned that it was 9:30 
in the morning that the whole 
situation really came full circle to 
me. Here I was, a college student 
safe and sound in a snug dorm 
room in St. Louis, talking to a 
man halfway across the world. 
Compared to me he’s probably not 
living and working in particularly 
sanitary conditions or comfortable 
facilities, and if he hadn’t felt the 

need to apologize for my being 
on hold so long, then he wouldn’t 
have mentioned that the other Dell 
support station in his town had 
been blown up by a terrorist bomb 
earlier in the day.

  These are the sorts of subtle 
yet profound life experiences 
that I love, the kind of things that 
convince me everything happens 
for a reason. Sure, I was really 
(and I mean really) upset after my 
computer crashed, and spend-
ing all day Sunday retyping two 
essays from scratch was frustrat-
ing, but somehow that phone 
exchange made it all worth it. To 
be able to carry on a conversation 
(and a pretty decent one at that) 
with someone of such a different 
background is something worth 
holding onto as I go about my 
business in the Wash. U. bubble. 
It’s a diverse bubble, no doubt, 
but it’s still a bubble, and some-
times even the smallest exposure 
to “how the other half lives” can 
be both refreshing and immensely 
beneficial. It was for me.

 

A (computer) repair 

to remember

Brian Price
Staff Columnist

Brian is a sophomore in  Arts & Sciences 
and a staff columnist. He can be reached 
via e-mail at brprice@wustl.edu.

““ If he hadn’t felt the need 
to apologize for my be-

ing on hold so long then 
he wouldn’t have men-

tioned that the other 
Dell support station 
in his town had been 

blown up by a terrorist 
bomb earlier in the day. 

or a fl agrant supporter of a certain 
former Texas governor. I’m not 
particularly religious and I’m not 
a proud member of the 22 percent 
of Americans who think George 
W. Bush is doing a fantastic job as 
president, but when it comes down 
to how I’d like my tax dollars to be 
spent, I side with the Republicans. 
And I’d like that to be okay with the 
rest of you. 

  Recently, a girl came through 
my dorm with voter registration 
forms, asking everyone she met if 
they were registered to vote, and 
who they were voting for. “I’m 
trying to get Obama supporters to 
register in Missouri. It’s a swing 
state, you know,” she said. I let her 
know that I was both registered to 
vote in my home state, and had no 
plans to vote for Barack Obama. 
She was shocked, having not run 
into a single Republican yet that 
day. I heard Sarah Palin mutterings 
before ignoring her and walking 
away. That certainly wasn’t the fi rst 
time it had happened, but most of 
the time, it has been peers. 

  I have learned to stop expressing 
my opinions in public. In an article 
ran last friday, “R.I.P. College 
Republicans,” Eve Samborn claims 
that it is hard to blame college 
Republicans for being silent be-
cause their party has failed them. I 
disagree. It is hard to blame college 
Republicans for being silent be-

cause they cannot be vocal without 
being verbally and socially attacked 
in an atmosphere fi lled with college 
Democrats.

  I’m not here to tell you that 
you should be Republican, or that 
you should refrain from debating 
legitimate political issues between 
Republicans or Democrats, but I 
would like to be respected for my 
opinions and political viewpoint. 

  Recently, as I have become 
more vocal about my place as a 
Republican on campus, I have had 
more and more people come out the 
dark depths of secrecy and let me 
know that they too are Republicans. 
This is especially true among my 
fellow freshmen. One thing they say 
seems to ring out. Washington Uni-
versity Democrats, congratulations. 
You have successfully ostracized 
the Republicans of the freshmen 
class. All they have known and seen 
in the time they’ve been here is that 
everyone on campus is a Democrat, 
and if you even suggest that you are 
not, you will be ostracized, verbally 
abused and made to feel inferior. 
College Republicans are not dead; 
they’re oppressed. That’s a great 
way to start out freshman year. 

BECKY ZHAO | STUDENT LIFE

McCOMBE from page 4

Ryan is a freshman in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached via e-mail at 
rcm3@cec.wustl.edu.

because of the seriously unstable 
state of this country and the fact 
that McCain’s presidency wouldn’t 
stray far from Bush’s decisions 
on the economy, on the war or on 
social issues (like equal rights for 
the LGBT community).

  Hartsell says that it is not an 
easy stance to choose McCain over 
Obama. Maybe that is because Mc-
Cain believes we should continue 
to focus our money and time on 
drilling for oil when that same 
money and time could be spent 
implementing clean renewable en-
ergy.  Last year, McCain missed all 
15 important votes for the environ-
ment in the Senate (while Obama 
missed four votes, he did vote for 
the key bills that the non-partisan 
League of Conservation Voters 
believed would have the biggest 
impact on the environment). How’s 
that for research?

  Or maybe Hartsell believes 
choosing McCain is diffi cult 
because McCain supports the 
so-called “trickle-down economy” 
that has given us such a failed 
economic structure. While Obama 
wants to make sure no family mak-
ing less than $250,000 gets their 
taxes raised and that most families 
get their taxes lowered, McCain’s 
economic plan focuses on lowering 

taxes the most for the millionaires.  
This comes in direct contrast to 
McCain’s famous statement from 
2001: “I cannot in good conscience 
support a tax cut in which so many 
of the benefi ts go to the most for-
tunate among us, at the expense of 
middle-class Americans who most 
need tax relief.”

  Whatever the reason, it is clear 
that it shouldn’t be an easy position 
to choose McCain. I could go on 
for pages about all the different 
cases where Obama’s judgment and 
stances trump McCain’s (McCain 
learned what the term LGBT was 
from a high schooler last Septem-
ber and he still supports the dis-
criminatory “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
military policy...), but I hope this 
gives a taste as to why Obamama-
niacs can be informed voters too. 
In good conscience, we just can’t 
endorse such uninformed policies. 
Maybe next time a McCain sup-
porter talks about his or her support 
for the candidate, they could list a 
stance they do endorse—that would 
help start the dialogue that Hartsell 
believes is so important. 

HERSTAND from page 4

Micah is a junior in Arts & Sciences. He 
can be reached via e-mail at MicahHer-
stand@wustl.edu.

 Sarah Palin: The fi rst female 
nominee on the GOP vice 
presidential ticket—oppos-
es reproductive rights and 

supports charging women for their 
rape kits. She supports abstinence-
only education in schools (opposes 
anything that is not abstinence-only 
education)—and has a pregnant 
17-year-old daughter. She is running 
for a position in which she’d be sec-
ond in line to take over the country 
if anything were to happen to (the 
very, very old) John McCain, during 
an economic and foreign policy 
nightmare—and does not know 
what the Bush Doctrine is (which 
is, in large part, responsible for that 
nightmare).

  John McCain: “The Change We 
Need,” who has been in Washington 
since the Reagan administration and 
who has voted with the Bush admin-
istration 95 percent of the time. He 
riticizes Barack Obama for having 
no national leadership experience—
yet chose Sarah Palin, mayor ex-
traordinaire with two years as gov-
ernor of Alaska, as his running mate. 
He ran his 2000 campaign with the 
“Straight Talk Express” and a prom-

ise to speak candidly, absent of dirty 
politics and smear campaigns and is 
running a 2008 campaign Karl Rove 
has criticized for going too far and 
running media spots that blatantly lie 
about Obama’s policy positions. 

  Barack Obama: has not yet come 
out swinging.

  What the hell?
  I’d like to use my column this 

week to second the position set for-
ward in a New York Times (NYT)
editorial last week that the “angry 
left” has a right to be angry, should 
be angry and should absolutely, 
positively, without any hesitation, be 
kicking and screaming about it. 

  Here’s why: because we can, and 
because we’re right.

  I illustrate this point with an 
example from “The West Wing,” 
season four. I do this both because 
said NYT article revolved around 
“West Wing’s” President Bartlet 
lecturing Obama on being mad, 
and because, having spent the last 
month watching “The West Wing” 
non-stop, this is what I keep coming 
back to every time I load CNN.com 
and see another “God Bless Sarah 
Palin” story:

  In season four, Bartlet was run-
ning for reelection against a “down 
home” Republican who appealed to 
the general public because he was 

plain spoken and didn’t come across 
as the smartest kid in the classroom. 

  Nobel-laureate economist Jed 
Bartlet could not compete with that 
because Bartlet always actually was 
the smartest kid in the classroom and 
was clearly the smartest candidate 
in the election. He was less likeable 
for it, and consequently the polls 
were a lot closer than they should 
have been—think Bush-Gore, 
“who would you rather have a beer 
with?” The turning point came in the 
middle of the campaign when Toby, 
Bartlet’s speech writer, had the bril-
liant idea of embracing the arrogant 
smartest-kid-in-the-class image 
and, instead of hiding from it, using 
it to wipe the fl oor with Bartlet’s 
opponent. 

  Instead of trying to make himself 
more relatable, Bartlet focused on 
showing why his opponent was 
inept and absolutely killed at the 
debates. Victory went to Bartlet in a 
landslide.

  The lesson here is not that 
Obama is brilliant and McCain 
is not, and we should refocus on 
that. The lesson here is that the 
Democratic Party and the Obama 
campaign need to stop running away 
from their greatest asset out of fear 
that it’ll be spun the wrong way in 
the media. 

  McCain called Obama the “angry 
left,” and Obama was put on the 
defensive, forced to apologize for 
and/or hide his anger with the status 
quo. But why hide it? What is there 
to hide? A president who wasn’t 
even actually elected back in 2000 
has led us into a war with no exit 
strategy—a war the rest of the world 
told us we never should have gotten 
into, that we lied about on the fl oor 
of the U.N. and for which we have 
lost a huge amount of our credibility 
on the international stage. He has 
mishandled domestic crises and has 
allowed (arguably helped cause) the 
economy to tank, and now we have 
one of his most loyal supporters run-
ning one of the dirtiest campaigns 
in history. John McCain and Sarah 
Palin are two people who have the 
very least business being in charge 
of the country, and they are in a dead 
heat with Obama and Biden, because 
Obama is seen as “elite” and “an-
gry,” and Sarah Palin is refreshingly 
sarcastic.

  God help us.
  Democrats: have every reason in 

the world to be angry, and are hiding 
from it. I repeat: what the hell?

 

‘God help us.’ Isn’t it ironic?
Sara Remedios
Staff Columnist

Sara is a senior in Arts & Sciences and a 
staff columnist. She can be reached via 
e-mail at saramedi@wustl.edu.

 This week in one of my 
classes I sat in a circle 
with 17 other girls and 
talked about mother-

hood. Or more specifi cally, we 
talked about whether we consid-
ered ourselves future mothers and 
wives, future career women or some 
combination of the two. From what 
I gathered, most of us are hoping 
to be able to juggle both worlds; 
we want to climb to the top of our 
chosen professions and also have a 
loving family to come home to at 
night. (Hey, a girl can dream, right?) 
It’s certainly what I’ve always imag-
ined for myself, though I now admit 
my fantasy life isn’t quite holding 
up like it was just a few years ago. 

  When I wanted to be a fi eld 
biologist, I had it all neatly mapped 
out. I pictured myself doing months 
of intensive fi eldwork, probably 
somewhere in the African bush, 
living in a tent and bathing in 
crocodile-packed rivers. The fantasy 
got tricky when I tried to factor 
family into my equatorial equation, 
but I’m a problem solver (especially 
when it comes to getting my way). 
My husband would be part of my re-
search team—which implies physi-
cal proximity and common interests 
(score!)—and the tent would be 
king-sized. My only child would be 
extremely precocious and relish the 
chance to grow up “Jungle Book” 
style. Problems solved. (I never said 
I was practical.) 

  Trouble is, more and more now, 
the whole situation seems pretty 
precarious to me. And I’m not just 
talking about the risk of losing my 
imaginary kid to malaria or raven-
ous lions. I close my eyes and try 
to picture my campsite in the bush, 
but how in the name of Chancellor 
Wrighton could such perfect bal-

ance occur in real life? Do I really 
think my future will work itself out 
without massive, soul-excavating 
sacrifi ces on my part? And when 
it comes time to make the tough 
choices about my future, which 
pieces of the fantasy will I be will-
ing to give up?

  Here’s where I admit that I don’t 
have the answers. But I do know 
myself better now in my fi nal year 
at Wash. U. than I did before. At the 
end of sophomore year I announced 
my unfl inching dedication to ad-
vanced education and a future career 
in the sciences to a family friend. 
He surprised me by asking where 
family fi t into my plans and arguing 
that no job could make me wholly 
happy the way motherhood could. 
I bristled at what I perceived to be 
an anti-feminist spin on my plans. I 
took his concerns as an understated 
“get back in the kitchen, woman.” A 
year later, I’m not so sensitive, and 
maybe slightly more on his side.

  Don’t get me wrong: I’m still 
into books and learning and the 
prospect of saving the world. But 
now I realize I’m even more into 
people. 

  I’m a relationship person—
friends, pets, family and all that 
other good stuff—will always be 
essential to my happiness. So if 
the choice is between career and 
family, I know which way I’ll be 
leaning, and how I’ll be struggling 
against the idea that the choice is so 
black and white. I’m betting there’s 
balance out there waiting for me 
somewhere, and that I’ll just have to 
fi nd it. Maybe feminism is present 
more in the ability to choose your 
own path than in the choice itself. 
Maybe I’ll just be a working mom, 
working out some minor revisions 
to my fantasy life.

 

 KEVIN WOLF  COMIC STRIP 

Expecting
Tess Croner
Forum Editor

Tess is a senior in  Arts & Sciences and 
a forum editor. She can be reached via 
e-mail at forum@studlife.com.
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Notes From Home
Messages to the Class of 2012 from friends & family

Natalie Accardo

Natalie Jean, Good luck at 
Wash U. We all miss you! 

Remember to bring us treats.

Love, Woody and Archen–plus 
Mom, Dad and Matt

Alex Agatstein 
and Alex Plutzer

Alex x 2, Your Stamford cheering 
squad rings loud and clear–
You guys are the greatest!

Love, Marlyn, Sue, Rich x 2, Lara 
and Buddy

Colin Ardern

We all miss you. Work 
hard, play hard and don’t 

forget to call!

Love, Mom, Dad, Ethan 
and Rascal

Soo Yun Baek

We love you more than 
you can imagaine.

(Mom, Dad and Kyung)

Clayton 
Benavides

We miss you a lot! Hope you are 
settled in and enjoying your 

classes and new friends.

Love, Mom, Kathryn and 
Jacquelynn XOXOXOXO

Erika Berger

We know that Wash U will 
become the Ensworth of your 
college years. Study hard, and 

have fun! We miss you and love 
you tons!! 

Mom, Dad, Ilyssa (and Bella)

Kelsey 
Berkowitz

Miss you tons!! Enjoy �nally 
taking college classes, and take 
care of big brother Jared (he 

thinks it’s the other way around, 
but we know better).

Love, Mom and Dad

Mary Julia 
Bressman

We miss you!

Love, Mom, Dad 
and “Roy”

Michael Casson

A ship in the harbor is safe. 
But that’s not what ships 

are built for. 
Miss you and love you.
Mom, Dad and Trevor

Daniel Bernard

We miss you, D! We know you are 
doing great things at WU. Keep up the 
good work. And, don’t forget aout us 

at home. 

Love, the Bernard Bunch and 
Freckles too!

CK

“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to 

change the world” 
—Nelson Mandela

Love you, Michael and Mom

Bryn Cranmer

We miss your wonderful smile. We 
miss your wonderful wit. We miss 
you sleeping on the couch! Ha Ha. 

But most of all we miss you.

Love, Mom, Dad and Justin

Alicia 
DiGiammarino

Alicia D, Tweeny, Lotesca, Ting, 
Pheeny, Miss Phi, Fwumpy

–Wash U Freshman! 
We love them all,

M, D, B, J, G

Max Eisenberg

We’re very proud of you! 
We miss you!

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Anna, Louis

Taylor Epskamp

Taylor, your family loves you 
and is so proud of you! Just one 

question: Do the dorms take 
pets? We are all seriously tired 

of walking your dog.

Chase

The old North State and the Queen 
City send best wishes to you, 

Chase! Bear down, give paws, and 
get grizzley! Love ya Bud!

Mom, Dad and Anna Scott

Daniel Patrick 
Flaherty

We miss you, sweetie. Work hard, 
have fun and enjoy your freedom.

Love,
Dad and Mom

Tom Flewelling

We are so proud of you! Hit it 
hard in class and on the �eld!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Kate, Robby 

and Ranger
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Notes From Home
Messages to the Class of 2012 from friends & family

Melanie A. Fried

Mel–We hope the sun is shining, 
birds are winging and no rain 
is falling from a heavy sky! 

Fare ye well, we love you more 
than words can tell!

Steven 
Friedrich

We miss you and love you! Here 
is to a great year at Wash U.

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Sarah and Michael

Will Hannon

WaLaShaNaDa! 
We miss you, Lewis!

Love, Mom, Pip, Janie, Ro, Davis, 
Busler, Willis, Odus and Frank

Samantha Higer

We paws to miss you but we are 
grinning and bearing it, and looking 
forward to giving you a big bear hug. 

Love you,
Mom, Dad, Adam, Fred and Kiwi

Jalisa Hinkle

We’re so proud of you! Have fun! 
Good luck at Wash U! 
Big hugs and kisses.

Love and miss you!
Mom and Granna

Jeremy J. Huang

We are proud of you! Enjoy 
your college life! We miss you! 

Yes, we do!

Love,
Dad, Mom, Nathan, Lychee 

and Farco

Logan Ice

As you start on your purpose 
in life that is uniquely yours; 
know that we are very proud 

of you!

Love, Mom and Dad

Brett Jordan

We are prouder of you everyday. 
Can’t bear to wait ‘til Parents’ Day!!

Go Sox, Go BRETTIE J.

Love, Mom and Dad

Liz Jordan

Liz, we’re so proud of you! 
What a great start you’ll have 
in your adult life coming out of 

Wash U in 2012! 

Love, Mom, Grandma, Kat, 
Poppa and Family!

Jill Kanofsky

We hope you are having a 
great time at Wash U. 
Make some tracks.

Love, 
Mookie and Puf�n

Julie Elaine 
Kaplan

Have a wonderful freshman 
year. You are off to a great start. 
We are so proud of you and love 

you very much.

Mom, Dad, Ben and Lucy

Farid M. Khan

We miss you. Good luck as you 
begin your journey at Wash U!

Love, Mom, Dad and Amber

Patrick Knight

We are so proud of you! We 
miss you! Good luck with all 
of your endeavors at Wash U!

Jonathan 
Kornblau

We hope you are enjoying every 
minute! We love you very much!

Love, Mom, Dad, Ariana, Roxy 
and Rambo

Jonathan Kovacs

Jonathan–
Stay in contention. We love 

and miss you.

—Dad, Mom and Darci

Gabbie LaMarr 
LeMée

Miss you much! Have a fantastic 
journey through the halls of Wash 

U. We pray for you every day.

Love,
Mommy, Daddy and Gen

Ben Levinsky

Dear Benjamin, We hope you have a 
happy, healthy year, full of learning 

and enjoyment. We miss you! 

With love, 
Mom, Dad, Rebecca (and Roxy)

Emma Liss

We know you’re doing 
great! Have fun, learn a lot, 

and explore!

Love,
Mom and Dad
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Notes From Home
Messages to the Class of 2012 from friends & family

Isaac Lobel

We are so proud of the steps 
you are taking. We just wanted 
to “paws” and wish you well.

Love, Mom, Dad, Josh, Jon 
and Sarah

Adam Longman

Hope you don’t mind sleeping on 
a treadmill when you get home.

Love,
Mom and Dad

P.S. Happy Birthday

Phoebe 
Marcinek

Have a wonderful empowering year 
at Wash U! Embrace the opportunity! 

We love you! We miss you!

Mom, Tobi, Grandma and Willi

Bethany McCord

Congratulations on your great 
start at Wash U and on making 
the Bears Cheerleading Squad! 

Keep up the great work. We’re so 
proud of you!

Love, Mom, Dad and Jenna

Eva Michaels

Wyoming is a little less wild 
without you! We miss you and are 

proud of you!

From you know who!

Amy Miller

Go Amy! Keep trusting your 
instincts. We’re proud of you.

Love,
Mom, Dad and Robert

Liam Morrissey

You are a loser egghead, but 
we miss you! Do you have a 

girlfriend yet? Shorty says hi. 

Your loving sisters, 
Fallon and Clare

Erica 
Muñoz-Fitch
Te extrañamos mucho y nos 

alegra saber que estás contenta 
de ser una Osita Wash U. Dios 

te bendiga.

Mamá y Papá

Ashwath 
Murali

Best wishes for a great freshman 
year and beyond at Wash U. We 

are very proud of you.

Love, Mom, Dad and Maya

Adam Nadler

We miss you but we’re so excited 
for the opportunities that await 

you at Wash U. Best of luck in all 
your future endeavors.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Arielle and Samantha

Chad Nelson

Good luck at Wash U! We are very 
proud of you and your 

accomplishments.

Love and miss you, Mom and Dad

P.S. Study hard and have fun!

Lauren Hope 
Nolte

Dear Lauren, All our best wishes 
for a wonderful start at Wash U.

Love, Mom, Dad, Adam 
and Alison

Nicholas 
Orlofsky

Cherish yesturday–Learn 
today–Work toward tomorrow. We 
love you very much and are proud 
of you and the accomplishments 

you will make.

Love, Mom and Lauren

Will Putnam

Miss you! We send our best 
wishes and continued luck at 

Wash U...Our love always,

Mom, Ali, Sailor and Mitsy

Brey

Brey, we sure miss your smile, but 
you’ve already touched and 

changed us. Now it is the rest of 
the world’s turn!

Love, Dad and Mom

Christopher 
Robards

We miss you!
We love you!

We’re proud of you!

Love, Mom, Dad, Jack and Peter

CHANNY
Hockaday years did �y...
‘Till time to say goodbye!

Of course miss you, we do...
But we’re SO happy for you!

Love, Mommy, Daddy, 
Grandpa and of 

course...Amy Daisy

James Ross

Greetings from everyone at 
home. Good luck, study hard, 

have fun. Have a great �rst year!

Love, Mom, Dad and Adam
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Notes From Home
Messages to the Class of 2012 from friends & family

Daniel Rubin

Daniel Rubin, We are so 
excited for you! Good luck, 
have fun, enjoy each new 

experience!

With much love, Mom, Dad, 
and Alex

Sarah Saeli

We miss you so much, but we 
know you are in a great spot! 

Hope you study hard and 
have fun!

Matthew 
Schmaus

We miss our in house computer 
expert! Wishing you happiness and 
success as you begin an exciting 
journey at Wash U! We love you.

Love, Mom, Dad, Jaclyn, Romeo 
and Juliet

Samantha 
Schulte

Study hard and swim 
fast! We miss you more 

than you know.

Love, Mom and Dad

Josh Segura

We pray the wind is at your back 
and the sun is shining upon your 
face. Be true to yourself and you’ll 

be successful!

Love, 
Mom, Dad and Collin

Josh Segura

I am so proud of who you are and 
your many accomplishments. 
Keep it up! Leave the world a 
better place than you found it!

Love, Grandmom

Bryan 
Shalloway

Dear Bryan, We’re so proud of you 
and are happy your college year is 
getting off to a great start. Keep up 

the great work.

Mombla and Dadbla

Lindsey Shapiro

Have an experience of a 
lifetime. We miss you incredibly.

Love, Mom, Dad, Adam, Jessie, 
Sasha and Latte

Alexandra Silva

Have a great freshman year! 
We are proud of you and we 

love you!

Mom, Dad and Armand

Erika Sims

We miss you tons! Good 
luck and have fun at Wash 

U!

Love, Mom, Dad and Lucy

Allegra Skurka

We know you’ll do great 
things! Love you and miss you.

Mom and Dad

Matthew Snider

God bless you on your exciting new 
journey. We miss you at home, but 

we are so proud of you.

Love you very much,
Mom, Dad, Laura, Wrigley and Sox

Alex Terrono

Work hard, have fun, and 
you’ll get the most from your 
years at Wash U! We love you!

Mom, Dad and Greg

Miranda 
Timonen

Hope you’re getting settled and 
having fun! We’re all so proud of 
you. Can’t wait to see you and 

your school.

Love, Mom, Dad and KC

Chris Valach

We miss you so much but are so 
proud of you as you begin college 

at Wash U. Have a great year!

Love, Mom, Dad, Theresa, 
Ali and Robbie

Stephanie Van

You’re off to a great start in 
this experience of a lifetime. We 

love you, miss you, and are 
proud of you more than you 

will ever know.

Love, Mommy and Daddy

Evan Waksler

By now you’re effectively 
managing classes, homework, 

activities and parties. But we want 
to know, have you managed to 

change your sheets? 

Love you lots, 
Mom, Dad and Ben

Steven White

Hey Buddy,
Counting down the days until 

we see you! Good luck.

Love always, 
Mom, Dad and Kristin



HELP WANTED
$5,000 PAID. EGG DONORS 
+Expenses. Nonsmokers, 
ages 19-29, SAT>1100/
ACT>24/GPA>3.0    Contact: 
info@eggdonorcenter.com

HELP WANTED
BARTENDING!  Up to 
$300/Day.  No experience 
necessary.  Training provided.  
1-800-965-6520 xt176

STUDENT LIFE presents a guide to places of worship in the WU community

Religious Directory

Sundays:  11am & 9pm

6352 Forsyth · 935-9191

Masses at the CSC:

Catholic Student Center

Stop by any time to study, relax or pray!

www.washucsc.org

We’re here for YOU!

Masses and Free Soup Meal:
Tuesdays at 5:15 pm
 Fridays at 12:05 pm

Come Feel the Warmth!

Sunday Worship 10:30am

Wherever you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

6501 Wydown - 314.721.5060
Right next to the South 40!

www.firstcongregational.org

INSPIRING ETHICAL LIVING
The Ethical Society is a community of 

people united in the belief that an ethical 
life creates a more just, loving and 

sustainable world for all.  

Join us on Sunday mornings for the 9:45 
Forum and 11:00 Platform Address. 

Children's Sunday School meets 10am-noon

Ethical Society of St. Louis
(1/4 mile west of the Galleria)

9001 Clayton Rd.
(314) 991-0955

www.ethicalstl.org 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY

Relax.  Reflect.  Renew.

Sundays at 8 pm

www.lcmstl.org
7019 Forsyth (at Big Bend)

863.8140

Followed by a free home-cooked meal!

Candlelight Worship

Episcopal Campus Ministry
a welcoming and caring Christian community

Your Ad Here
Advertise your place of 

worship for $18 per week.

Contact us to find out how!
314-935-6713

advertising@studlife.com

STUDENT LIFE

UNION

AVENUE

CHRISTIAN

CHURCH

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

www.union-avenue.org

733 Union Blvd. (63108) in the CWE
call 314.361.8844 for info. or rides

study – Sunday worship @ 10:45 – lunch

Looking for a  
place to get 
involved?

6128 Delmar
in the Loop
314-862-2304

www.liberationcc.org

LIBERATION 
Christian Church

2nd and 4th Sundays
12:00 noon
Regional Arts Commission (RAC)

Your Ad Here
Advertise your place of 

worship for $18 per week.

Contact us to find out how!
314-935-6713

advertising@studlife.com
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 Are you afraid of that auto-
mated voice in your GPS? Maybe 
you should be. Maybe it isn’t just 
the voice of your GPS; it might ac-
tually be a government-sponsored 
supercomputer watching your 
every move. That voice may very 
well be setting you up, like in the 
fi lm “Eagle Eye.” Jerry Shaw (Shia 
LeBeouf) and Rachel Holloman 
(Michelle Monaghan) are brought 
together by a phone call from a 
mysterious woman’s voice. Jerry, 
an unsuspecting copy clerk, returns 
from his twin brother’s funeral only 
to fi nd $750,000 in his previously 
empty bank account, and crates of 
weapons and bomb-making tools 
crammed in his apartment. After 
being apprehended by the FBI, the 
voice helps Jerry 
escape custody by 
nearly knocking 
down the building 
with a crane and 
having Rachel meet 
him with a black 
Porsche on the 
ground fl oor. Rachel, a single mom, 
fi rst gets a call from said woman 
after dropping her son off at the 
train station for a trip to Wash-
ington with his school band. The 
voice tells Rachel she must obey its 
demands, or her son will die. 

  With each phone call the voice 
demonstrates its omnipotence, us-
ing any and every electronic device 
in the vicinity to display personal 

information about Jerry and Rachel. 
The voice leads Jerry and Rachel into 
a confusing government conspiracy 
gone awry that could very well end 
in the death of the 14 most important 
members of the United States govern-
ment, effectively ending the chain 
of command. It’s the classic story of 
supercomputer looking to take over 
the world: hardly an incredibly inven-
tive or inspired premise. 

  If I were a 14-year-old boy, this 
might seem like an excellent movie. 
It is chock-full of car chases, plane 
crashes, explosions and shoot-outs, 
but it is lacking substantially in 
plot. Somehow the writers expected 
viewers to believe that all the events 
in the fi lm occur in one day: Jan. 26, 

2009. That’s right: Jerry and Rachel 
somehow manage to go from New 
York to Indiana to Washington, D.C. 
in a matter of hours. Even less believ-
able than the timeline is the fact that 
the movie is supposed to take place 
four months from now. Most of the 
capabilities of Aria, the supecomputer, 
are so far-fetched that they would 
have only been believable if the fi lm 
were set decades or even centuries in 
the future. 

  The fault in this fi lm lies with the 
writers. After an hour and 45 minutes, 
they attempt to wrap up the story 
in a nice little bow. Not only is the 
ending unbelievable, the resolution to 
the crisis is also so obvious that the 
viewer is forced to wonder why no 
one thought of it earlier. The movie 
would have been signifi cantly better if 
the writers had simply cut the last fi ve 
minutes out of the script. The actors 

do the best with what they’re given, 
and nearly all of them gave solid 
performances. LeBeouf is excellent as 
a slacker turned hero, and Monaghan 
is convincing as a mother fi ghting 
for her child’s survival. Billy Bob 
Thornton shines as a tough-as-nails 
FBI agent forced to make enormous 
sacrifi ces for the good of the world. 
While these three are quite good, Ro-
sario Dawson’s portrayal of Air Force 
investigator Zoe Perez is completely 
devoid of emotion and detracts from 
the others’ abilities. 

  If you’re willing to suspend disbe-
lief for a couple of hours, the movie 
is enjoyable and action packed. If you 
like big car crashes on the big screen, 
see it in theaters. If you want to save 
10 bucks, wait until it comes out on 
DVD. Either way, it’s an enjoyable 
retreat from reality. 

 

 Okay, for those who have never 
experienced Plain White T’s aside 
from “Hey There Delilah,” a warn-
ing: nothing else the group came 
out with before or after sounded 
like that.

  It’s a pity, really, because they 
are now and forever remembered 
as the band who played “Hey There 
Delilah,” whereas their usual sound 
is pretty similar to a lot of success-
ful pop groups. Just about any song 
on “Big Bad World” could conceiv-
ably get some radio play —it’s the 
kind of music that works well as 
background to a conversation, with 
occasional spots where the listener 
is roused to sing along or move in 
time with the beat. 

  Probably the weakest song on 
the album is “Rainy Day.” The lyr-
ics aren’t stellar—they describe a 
fairly emo scenario about missing a 
girl, featuring such rhymes as “Oh, 
it’s another rainy day/ The sun isn’t 
out to scare the dark away” and 
“The rain is pouring down endless-
ly/ The sky is gray just like me.” 
The guitar line repeats over and 
over throughout the song, and even 
when you attempt to sit and listen 
to it, the mind tends to wander 
while the song fades to background 
noise. On the other hand, this 
description could probably apply 
to a lot of pop music. Most of the 
songs on the CD, indeed, would fi t 
right into just about any playlist—
chameleon songs.

  On the other hand, there are a 
few standout songs that go in new 
directions, suggesting the group is 
still trying to fi nd its style post-
Delilah. “Serious Mistake,” for 
example, is written as some sort 
of prayer or confession, which 
would give the impression that 
Plain White T’s are following in 
the footsteps of the myriad groups, 
remaking themselves as so-called 
Christian groups that come out with 
one obligatory religious-themed 
song per CD. “Serious Mistake,” 
though, lyrics aside, turns out to be 
the most musically-interesting song 
on the CD, like what would happen 
if Maroon 5 covered Van Morrison. 
The driving beat, vocal and instru-
mental harmonies and amusing 

addition of a classical-style riff with 
some sort of stringed instrument all 
combine for a really solid musical 
experience.

  Not all forays into new ter-
ritories turned out so well. “I Really 
Want You” makes strategic use of 
a harmonica, creating a strange 
rock-country hybrid sound. The 
lyrics are uninspiring, but they 
come rapid-fi re, so the only part 
the listener remembers, and would 
potentially sing along to, is the 
chorus, which consists of the words 
“I really want you” over and over. 
And yes, this is becoming a theme; 
earlier Plain White T’s works did 
have some original ideas for lyrics 
beyond being either happy or un-
happy with girls. That talent, how-
ever, isn’t evident from almost any 
of this newest collection of songs— 
another factor that contributes to 
the background music quality of the 
album overall. 

  In the fi nal analysis, anyone who 
is already a fan of the Plain White 
T’s shouldn’t be unhappy with “Big 
Bad World,” and everyone else 
thinking of buying it should just do 
so with the right mind-set: listen to 
it in your car or while studying, and 
don’t expect to want to play it more 
than once to grasp any tonal or lyri-
cal subtleties.

 

★★★✩✩
 for fans of

  Cartel, The Click Five, 
  3 Doors Down

 tracks to download
  “Serious Mistake,” “Big Bad 

World,” “Someday” 

Nora Long
Cadenza Reporter

 Big Bad World 
Plain White T’s

 ALBUM REVIEW 

 Eagle Eye 
 MOVIE REVIEW 

★★★✮✩
 directed by
  D.J. Caruso 

 and starring
  Shia LeBeouf, Michelle 

Monaghan, Rosario Dawson, 
Billy Bob Thornton 

Andrea Lubinsky
Cadenza Reporter

 The Silents’ set on Saturday as part 
of the Play:STL festival was one of 
those shows that makes the audience 
remember why they love seeing bands 
live. The band’s energy and enthusiasm 
is unmatched: They raced through a 
half hour set full of musical catharsis. 
The Silents are anything but silent. 
They play a brand of rock that manages 
to be both catchy and heavy and which 
makes the most out of each player’s 
technical profi ciency. Their sound 
is a combination of well-loved rock 
elements—distorted guitars, rolling 
bass riffs, and familiar drum rhythms—
with more unique infl uences. The use 
of synth and keyboard parts adds an 
atmospheric quality to the grounded 
power chords. Throughout the set each 
instrument had a solo that was impres-
sive and yet melded perfectly with the 
rest of the song. Frontman Paul Velten 
has an incredible voice, and his vocal 
range added emotional depth to each 
song. Keep an eye out for these guys—
this is not a show to be missed.

  Life in Jersey, the ironically-named 
screamo band from Kansas City, played 
a set on Leland Avenue on Saturday 
in the Play:STL festival. They play in 
a pretty straightforward screamo/post-
hardcore style that is immensely crowd 

pleasing. Drummer Beau Gabriel and 
bassist David Willey have an innate 
groove that underlies each of the songs. 
Guitarist and singer Carson Land uses 
a wide array of effects pedals, but he 
really hits his stride with basic distorted 
power chords. The band’s lyrics are 
some of the most innovative in contem-
porary music. They come off as a cross 
of stream-of-consciousness wordplay 
and poetry that can be taken at face 
value or any number of double mean-
ings. These guys play a great show, 
especially for fans of the genre. 

 Play:STL
  The Silents and Life in Jersey 

Cici Coquillette
Cadenza Reporter

COURTESY OF TODD OWYOUNG

King Thief performs at last year’s 
Play:STL. MCT CAMPUS
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While most freshmen on the 
Washington University football 
team have to master either the 
team’s offense or defense, Austin 
Morman is in the process of learn-
ing the offense and the special 
teams’ playbook. One of many new 
wide receivers, Morman has taken 
every kickoff for the Bears and all 
but one punt. He is also the long 
field goal kicker.

A graduate of Boylan Catholic 
High School, Morman has been 
a kicker/receiver since he began 
playing football his sophomore 
year.

“It is a little more work [play-
ing both positions], but it’s more 

fun than being just a kicker and be-
ing in a couple plays. You actually 
get to do the practices and every-
thing and run with the team. You 
feel more part of the team than just 
the kicker,” Morman, a freshman, 
said.

In three games, Morman has at-
tempted 11 punts, with two touch-
backs and two punts inside the 20. 
He averages 38.8 yards per punt 
and 61.4 yards per kickoff. 

“His contributions to the spe-
cial teams are closely linked to the 
success that we have had in our 
kicking game. Austin has a very 
strong leg. His kickoffs and punts 
have really helped our team out 
with field position. With the help 
of the other guys on the kickoff 
and punt teams, it is nice to know 
that the other team is going to have 

to drive the length of the field be-
cause we know Austin has the leg 
to pin them deep,” Assistant Coach 
and Special Teams Coordinator 
Scott Mueller said.

Due to his long leg, Morman 
was on the field for a 42-yard field 
goal attempt against Wittenberg, 
and while the kick was blocked at 
the line, Morman is confident that 
his next attempt will be better. 

“I have a lot of faith in [the of-
fensive line]. They’re a good line 
and will do everything to protect 
me. My job is to get [the ball] high 
enough, fast enough,” Morman 
said. Morman explained that while 
sophomore Tim Johnson is more 
accurate on short to mid-range 
field goals, he has a stronger leg.

Morman’s leg drew the atten-
tion of Northwestern University, a 
member of the Division I Big 10 
Conference, but he chose Wash. U. 
in order to play both wide receiver 
and punter, since Northwestern was 
also recruiting another punter.

Though still learning the of-
fensive system, he has caught two 
balls in the year, including a nine-
yard touchdown pass on September 
20 against Wittenberg.

“Austin has been extremely 
dedicated in the many areas that 
we have asked him to excel in. He 
has shown the drive necessary to 
become more involved in his role 
with what we do offensively due 
to his attention to detail,” Mueller 
said.

When asked which position on 
the field he enjoys more, Morman 
responded that he enjoys striking 
a great punt and catching a touch-
down pass. However, he did ac-
knowledge that he feels more pres-
sure when punting.

“It’s a lot of pressure with the 
position of kicker. Against Witten-
berg, I shanked two punts, and that 
messes around with field position. 
Field position is really key. It helps 
the defense out. It makes the other 
team drive. So there is a lot of pres-
sure just with getting them back in 
field position,” Morman added.

The football team has the week 
off and will resume play on Octo-
ber 4 at Rhodes College.

With additional reporting by Josh 
GoldmanFreshman Austin Morman gets ready to punt.         

COURTESY OF CHRIS MITCHELL

Alex Dropkin
Sports Reporter

Freshman balances catching and kicking
ATHLETE PROFILE

Tommy Bawden, Football
The senior defensive back blocked an extra point and returned it 85 yards for two 
points. He also recorded nine tackles and hit a 42-yard punt to pin Wittenberg on its 

own two-yard line. He was named UAA Athlete of the Week.

Drew Makar, Football
The senior made a career-high 10 tackles, recorded an interception and blocked a 

fi eld goal. He was named UAA Athlete of the Week.

Isaac Stein, Men’s Tennis
The sophomore won his B singles fl ight at the WU Fall Invitational and reached 

the semifi nals in A Doubles with classmate Max Woods. He was named UAA Athlete 
of the Week.

John Hengel, Men’s Soccer
The junior forward recorded a goal in each game over the weekend, including the 

game winner on Sunday against Illinois Wesleyan University.

Elyse Hanly, Women’s Soccer
The junior tallied two goals in last Thursday’s win over Maryville University.

recent top performers

Luisa Errichetti, Women’s Tennis
The freshman reached fi nals in C Doubles and F Singles at the WU Fall Invita-

tional. The tournament was her fi rst competition in collegiate tennis.
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 Llywellyn’s Pub
  

  ★★★✮✩
  4747 McPherson Avenue

  St. Louis, MO 63108
  (314) 647-6222 

 In a city often full of repetition, 
any type of variety is greatly appre-
ciated. Snuggled comfortably into 
the center of the Central West End, 
about fi ve minutes from campus 
by car, is Llywellyn’s Pub, one of 
the few Celtic restaurants and pubs 
around St. Louis.

  There is very comfortable patio 
seating along the street of a very 
eclectic neighborhood, fi lled with 
bookstores and smaller restaurants. 
Upon walking inside, one is greeted 
by a wooden, 14-seat bar with a 
number of high-top tables and 
booths nearby. Llywellyn’s is a very 
comfortable pub in the European 
sense of the word; family is quite 
welcome, no matter the age. There 
is a large amount of beer parapher-
nalia and Celtic scenery such as an 
eight-foot-tall Irish cross, and two 
TVs and a radio play in the back-
ground. The demeanor of the pub is 
very relaxed, with a “seat yourself” 
mind-set. 

  Behind the bar is quite an ample 
selection of alcohol—26 beers on 
tap and a large number of spirits, 
including a decent amount of Scotch 
and Whiskey—though it is not 
even close to the largest collection 
in the city. The draught beer menu 
is respectable in terms of fl avor 
variety, with a stout, cider, black ale 
and brown ale on tap, along with a 
number of lagers and the American 
classics. In terms of geographical 
location of the breweries, however, 
it is slightly limited, sporting a 
handful of beers from Ireland and 
Scotland, a number from England 

and a few from Belgium, with the 
rest from America. As for the wine 
list, it is much more limited with 
only four whites and four reds, all 
with fairly outrageous prices: They 
cost almost nine dollars for a single 
glass on average.

  After situating myself at a 
high-top, I was greeted by a very 
kind server, with only one fl aw: He 
offered me a beer, explaining the 
prices for Happy Hour, which are 
very reasonable. You have to under-
stand, I am 18 and I look it. Now, I 
know to a few of you the fact that 
they are so lenient on drinking ages 
is a plus, but from a professional 
standpoint, it is defi nitely not good.

  Next came the menu, which 
was quite comprehensive. There 
are a large number of appetizers, 
soups, burgers and classic American 
bar dishes, with a price range for 
main courses ranging from $8.99 
to $14.99. However, there is very 
little that one would expect off of a 
Celtic menu. 

  One item that stuck out instantly 
was entitled Dragon Wings, which 
is described thusly: “Due to the 
lack of quality dragons available, 
you’ll have to settle for a pound of 
chicken wings.” Now, as cute as this 
is, and I will admit that I laughed, 
I was slightly perplexed. I was 
unaware that I had stumbled into 
Celtic Land, a theme park creat-
ing a caricature of the Scottish and 
Irish people. Oh, wait! I hadn’t. So 
why is the menu acting like it? Just 
tell me what I’m eating in the title, 
then describe it more specifi cally in 
the description. In the end, I settled 
on trying the white chili and pub 
pretzel for starters, the Reuben and 
bacon-wrapped barbecue shrimp for 

the main course, and the bread pud-
ding to fi nish off.

  The white chili is the star of the 
starters, and Llywellyn’s makes sure 
to let everyone know as much, brag-
ging that it is a fi ve-time chili-fest 
award winner. I have attended and 
judged in several chili cook-offs, 
and I must say that I was still im-
pressed. The presentation was very 
simple, with a small cup and several 
crackers on the side. Melted on the 
top of the chili was a thick layer 
of white cheddar cheese. The taste 
was even better: the garbanzo beans 
were very subtle, with the pepper-
oncini peppers providing a wonder-
ful complement and a small kick. 

  Next came the Pub Pretzel, 
which was certainly better than 
your average ballpark pretzel, but 
only just. The pretzel had a decent 
amount of salt, enough that it was 
not overpowering, and it was very 
doughy in fl avor and texture. Served 
on the side was a cup of melted 
jalapeño cheese, which was cer-
tainly better than the average side 
of cheese. I had intended on taking 
some of the pretzel home, but after 
taking my second bite, I realized 
there would soon be none left.

  Finally came the main course. 
The fi rst one that I tried was the 
bacon-wrapped barbecue shrimp. 
The presentation was nothing truly 
special, with the shrimp skewered 
on top of wild rice with a delicious 
side of sautéed squash, zucchini and 
sweet peppers. The portions were 
very reasonable, especially once 
one actually tasted the dish. The 
fl avor combination of the main dish 
was fascinating to my taste buds, 
initially: the salty taste of the bacon, 
the sweeter taste of the shrimp and 

the spice of the pepper coated on 
top. Yet, upon taking my second 
bite, I realized that the spice highly 
overpowered all of the other fl avors 
to the point of not being able to 
taste anything else after the second 
bite. Overall, I was not highly 
impressed, especially considering 
it was one of the pricier dishes on 
the menu.

  Next, I tried the Reuben sand-
wich, which is served with your 
choice of fries, chips or sautéed 
vegetables. The presentation was 
quite nice for a sandwich dish, but 
it was still nothing truly noteworthy. 
The color of the corned beef was 
vibrant, and the bread was a crisp 

brown. The taste was exciting for 
a Reuben, and never left me bored 
throughout the meal. The spicy sau-
erkraut and sauce were both fl avor-
ful, and even slightly reminiscent 
of egg. I did have one complaint—
there was a distinct lack of the 
advertised white cheddar cheese. 
Be that as it may, this is defi nitely 
a rendition of this dish that I would 
recommend to any Reuben lovers.

  The fi nal dish of the meal was 
the bread pudding. This classic 
dessert is one of the most varied 
desserts ever made, as it is different 
at almost every restaurant. Lly-
wellyn’s is no exception. This dish 
had a beautiful presentation, making 

the trip to the pub worth it in and of 
itself. Drizzled over two small pods 
of bread pudding was both choco-
late sauce and a crème anglaise, 
which was a very unusual and 
delicious fl avor for the dessert. The 
serving was quite a hefty portion, 
even for two people. After getting 
past the decadent sauces, however, 
it turns out that the bread pudding 
itself had very little fl avor. Regard-
less, the dish was very noteworthy.

  Llywellyn’s, though it is not the 
best example of Celtic cuisine or 
culture, is still a very nice, casual 
location for a decent, not overly 
expensive meal.

 

Ethan Brandt
Scene Reporter

Technology + Dating = 
Socially Awkward 

 You’d think that by now, as 
college students, we’d all under-
stand the basics of dating and how 
to go about asking that special 
someone out on a date, or what-
ever you want to call it these days. 
Do people actually still go on 
dates anymore? I can only hope. It 
seems that we forget the value of 
face-to-face interaction—especial-
ly with today’s technology—and 
how crucial this is when asking 
someone to spend time with you. 
I have compiled a list of some 
hopefully friendly reminders on 
how to win over that special guy 
or girl and what common mistakes 
to avoid when asking someone 
out.

  First, and foremost, do not use 
any form of technology to ask 
someone out. I repeat: Abso-
lutely no technological devices 
should be used when you make 
the decision to ask your potential 
out. This means no texting, no e-
mailing and no sending a message 
on Facebook. 

  I’d like to think that nowadays, 
as college students, this does not 
exist. Of course, back in fifth 
grade it was perfectly fine —in my 
opinion at least—to ask someone 
out through an IM on old school 
AOL. In fact, I did multiple 
times—looking back though, each 
time I did this I was turned down, 
and this only led to a series of 
heartbreaks. Seeing as we are in 
college now, it’s probably time to 
get out from behind the computer 
screen and talk to people.

  Texting is just never a good 
idea. For one, the person being 
asked out has all the time in the 
world to ruminate over the text, 
show his or her friends the text 
and even store the message in his/
her phone to look at later. Do you 
really want this person, if you are 
turned down, to be able to look at 
your message from time to time? 
Granted they’ll probably delete it, 
but still—don’t take that chance. 
As for the askee, texting will only 
make the potential date uncom-
fortable, at the very least. 

  E-mailing: I don’t really know 

what to say about this, besides just 
don’t do it. Ever. 

  Facebook: Only, only, only 
use this as a last resort if you like 
someone but don’t really ever 
get to see him or her on campus. 
Of course if you don’t actually 
know the person, please do not 
use Facebook to ask someone out. 
This will actually make you a 
licensed, certified stalker. And it’s 
not enough to just think someone 
on Facebook is cute and then 
ask him/her out. Trust me, even 
though it is tempting, don’t ask 
someone out if you don’t actually 
know that person. Thanks.

  And last but certainly not least, 
do not ever have a friend ask 
someone out for you. This signi-
fies a complete lack of self-con-
fidence and really just isn’t okay. 
Talk about adolescent, pre-teen 
awkwardness at its finest, highest 
point. This hopefully should have 
died out long, long ago. 

  Should the person you are 
asking out say yes and agree to a 
date, be very thankful that your 
special sweetie decided to say yes. 
Still, recipients of the date be-
ware: If your asker asked you out 
via one of these methods, it could 
mean serious social awkwardness.

  So what should you do in order 
to win over your special someone? 
When asking that person out, do 
it in person, face-to-face. Though 
it may seem obvious, people don’t 
always do this, and sometimes 
go with one of the other, socially 
unacceptable ways. While it cer-
tainly may be much more scary 
and difficult to ask someone out 
in person, this shows that you are 
confident and truly care about the 
person. And the more you do it, 
the better you’ll become at it. 

  I’ll close with one of my favor-
ite quotes from journalist Keith 
Olbermann, found courtesy of a 
Starbuck’s cup. But seriously, it’s 
a good one:

  “The world bursts at the seams 
with people ready to tell you 
you’re not good enough. On occa-
sion, some may be correct. But do 
not do their work for them. Seek 
any job; ask anyone out; pursue 
any goal. Don’t take it personally 
when they say ‘no’—they may not 
be smart enough to say ‘yes.’”

Willie Mendelson
Staff Manager

The Reuben sandwiches at Llywellyn’s Pub are served with vibrantly colored corned beef and crisp brown bread.
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 “Birth of the Cool: California 
Art, Design, and Culture at Mid-
century,” the new exhibition at the 
Kemper Museum of Art, deserves  
more than just a broad overview. If 
you read the article that was run this 
past Monday, you now understand 
what the inspiration was for the 
exhibition.

  However, you may have been 
left wondering what specifi c fea-
tures of the show are so compelling 
that you absolutely must see it. For 
those of you that still need some 
convincing, here is a more detailed 
version of what you can expect 
from “Birth of the Cool.”

  The opening room of the exhibi-
tion acts as an introduction to the 
many forms of art that you will 
experience throughout the “Birth of 
the Cool.” It features experimental 
fi lm, photographs of modern archi-
tecture, chairs and paintings.

  The show becomes more 
impressive as you enter the second 
room, containing a timeline devoted 
solely to the year of 1959, featur-
ing everything from automobiles 
to politics. Highlights include the 

fi rst Barbie doll, the Gibson Fly-
ing V guitar, and album covers of 
Brubeck’s “Time Out” and Davis’s 
“Kind of Blue,” accompanied by 
headphones for listening.

  Curator Elizabeth Armstrong 
described 1959 as a “transitional 
moment” for this culture, the point 
where “’50s-era values hit ’60s 
rebellion.” She drew parallels be-
tween this culture and the present, 
comparing Kennedy to Obama and 
speaking of “a very conservative 
period that has caused restlessness 
and rebellion in society.”

  The next room is a jazz lounge, 
where museum-goers can sit in 
“tulip” chairs designed by Eero 
Saarinen and relax to some “cool” 
melodies. Album covers from artists 
such as Chet Baker, Sonny Rollins, 
and Gerry Mulligan cover the walls, 
along with photographs by William 
Claxton of just about every West 
Coast jazz great you can think of.

  The lounge also features televi-
sions with headphones for viewing 
old cartoons from the period, 
characterized by bright colors 
and graphic simplicity. You will 
appreciate Wile E. Coyote and the 
Roadrunner more than ever when 
you realize that the Roadrunner was 
created as the epitome of “cool.”

  Heading across the lobby to the 
second part of the exhibition, you 
enter a room focused on design, 
featuring elegant tables, chairs and 
planters that were created to satisfy 
the growing demand for home 
furnishings.

  The walls feature photographs 
of the most extravagantly modern 
houses, some of which look like 
they are straight from The Jetsons. 
The design of the homes empha-
sizes coexistence with nature and a 
“seamless transition” from indoor 
to outdoor, yet another parallel to 
the popularity of “green” living 
today.

  The fi fth room also focuses on 
architecture and furniture, but is 
dedicated primarily to the work of 
Charles and Ray Eames, an artistic 
power couple of the era. Their chair 
designs were based upon a new 
kind of comfort and functionality, 
consisting of basic styles that had 
many possible bases for different 
types and functions.

  The culmination of the ex-
hibition is two rooms featuring 
“hard-edged painting.” The works 
of artists such as Lorser Feitel-
son, John McLaughlin and Helen 
Lundeberg greet the viewer with 
vivid geometric shapes that carry a 

sense of ease and relaxation, rather 
than the intensity and emotion that 
pervaded the abstract works of East 
Coast artists.

  Armstrong described the style 
and attitudes of these artists as a 
“direct reaction against” their East 
Coast counterparts, noting especial-
ly that they lacked the narcissism of 
artists such as Jackson Pollock.

  “They’re saying ‘I don’t need 
to be in the center of the art world 
and I know the consequences.’ They 
realized that they probably would 
not be big name artists. They were 
making paintings for their own 
reasons,” Armstrong said.

  An interesting aspect of these 
pieces is that while they look quite 
planned and precise, they were 
actually created rather intuitively, 
with basic strokes that were later 
perfected into neat lines and curves. 
Much like in West Coast jazz, im-
provisation was key. This minimal-
ist, relaxed yet playful attitude is 
what started it all; for Californians 
of the 1950s to the entire country 
today, it defi ned what it means to 
be “cool.”

  The Birth of the Cool exhibition 
will be open for free public viewing 
at the Kemper until Jan. 5.

 

A Closer Look at  
BIRTH OF THE COOL

Shayna Makaron
Scene Special Features Editor

COURTESY OF WUSTL IMAGES
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