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Who will lead on Super Tuesday? Super fl icks you’ll love to see

Enter the political arena with 
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of Student Life’s exit polls 
after Super Tuesday. Go on-
line to blogs.studlife.com

From classic horror mov-
ies to British cinema, there 
is sure to be a movie that 
catches your fancy. And 
the best part is, it’s free! 
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ResLife works to reimburse 
students after rash of thefts 

Alumna’s literacy program takes off

University pulls out 
of Millbrook Plaza 
expansion plan

Three weeks after issuing e-
mails alerting students of the 
crimes committed in dormito-
ries during winter break, Resi-
dential Life has begun installing 
added security measures on the 
South 40 and negotiating reim-
bursements with the insurance 
company. 

Following the break-ins, and 
before most students returned 
to campus, metal dowels were 
placed in the track of the slid-
ing doors in old residence halls, 
preventing the doors from being 
opened from the outside. A new 
sticker on the door now reminds 
students to keep their doors 

locked. 
This, according to Josh Wale-

hwa, associate director of Resi-
dential Life, is only a temporary 
solution for the department as 
it looks for a more permanent 
lock. 

“We’re really excited we’re 
able to contract with [a] compa-
ny,” said Walehwa. “We’ve found 
another type of mechanism that 
would secure the doors as well. 
This one will have some addi-
tional support and security. It’ll 
be another reminder to encour-
age residents to keep their doors 
secured.” 

The new mechanism resem-
bles a metal latch and will be 
installed higher up on the doors, 
according to Walehwa. 

“It won’t be any more diffi cult 
unlocking it from the inside,” he 
said. 

Sophomore resident Michelle 
Bernard welcomes the new secu-
rity addition. Bernard’s common 
room in Myers was burglarized 
and her portable DVD player was 
taken. 

“Our [balcony door] lock 
worked, although they probably 
could be easily picked. For the 
boys next door, their door could 
never lock. There was supposed 
to be a key, but they were never 
given a key,” said Bernard. 

“It is my understanding that 
there might have been some 
other residents who had similar 
issues,” said Walehwa. “Those 
have all been addressed.”

He added, however, that he 
did not receive any complaints 
about the balcony doors before 
the break-ins. 

“We deal with those situations 
when they come up, and when 
they came up, we defi nitely have 
dealt with them,” he said. 

Bernard is pleased to see Re-
sLife’s response so far.

“So far, I’ve been very satisfi ed 
with their actions,” said Bernard 
of both ResLife and the Washing-
ton University Police Department 
(WUPD). “They’ve been very open 
to ideas and opinions. But I guess 
we’ll see.” 

Bernard hopes to get a full re-
imbursement for her DVD player, 
an estimated value of $200. 

BY KAT ZHAO 
STAFF REPORTER

The Facebook “Causes Giving 
Challenge” fi nished Friday after-
noon, raising funds and aware-
ness for alumna Julie Katz’s pro-
gram, called “Everybody Wins! 
South Florida.”

The fi fty-day contest be-

tween several nonprofi t startups 
awarded monetary prizes to the 
nonprofi t causes with the high-
est number of donors. Katz’s 
program, which supports chil-
dren’s literacy, received $2,931 
in donations and a $1,000 award 
from the Case Foundation.

“We can really use the money,” 

said Katz, the executive director 
of Everybody Wins! South Flori-
da. “We fortunately have a very 
low annual budget compared to 
most programs, but we still need 
funds to keep the program go-
ing, for paying the school coor-
dinators, volunteer recruitment 
and offi ce supplies.” 

Everybody Wins! matches 
at-risk children with adult vol-
unteers who help them develop 
much-needed positive impres-
sions of reading.  These volun-
teers, usually businesspeople 
from companies near the el-

BY STEPHANIE MARIE WONG
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Washington University re-
cently abandoned its plans 
to expand its Millbrook Plaza 
shopping area into the Univer-
sity City subdivision of West 
Portland Place.

The University recently pur-
chased several large, single-
family homes in West Portland 
Place along Pershing Avenue, 
just to the northwest of Big 
Bend Boulevard and Forest 
Park Parkway and near the Mill-
brook. The homes are intended 
for faculty, staff and graduate 
students for the short term.

The University has owned 
the Millbrook Plaza, a com-
mercial strip at the northwest 
corner of the two streets, since 
1991, according to a recent sto-
ry in the West End Word.

The University then consid-
ered a further expansion into 
the area to remodel its hold-
ings into a larger residential 
and commercial area.

Several University City resi-
dents, however, voiced their 
concerns about the expansion. 

According to Julie Feier, city 
manager of University City, res-
idents were concerned about 
the University “moving within 
the neighborhood and chang-
ing the nature of the neighbor-
hood by buying up homes.”

Steve Givens, associate vice 
chancellor and executive di-
rector of communications, said 
that the University discovered 
several restrictive covenants 
in place in West Portland Place 
that may have posed legal prob-
lems for the University had it 
continued to expand.

“We didn’t want to chal-
lenge those neighborhood cov-
enants, so we decided not to 
pursue the expansion of [the 
Millbrook Plaza],” said Givens.

The covenant in question 
was fi led in 1908 with the 

county recorder of deeds, be-
fore zoning restrictions were 
put into place in University 
City. The covenant, according 
to Givens, requires 100 percent 
approval of residents in the 
area before West Portland Place 
property can be used for any-
thing but single-family homes.

According to Feier, a Uni-
versity City resident brought 
the covenant to the attention 
of the University.

“He had mentioned it, and 
Wash. U. researched it and was 
able to locate a very old copy 
of the deed restriction,” said 
Feier.

A recent news release on 
West Portland Place’s Web site 
said that the University met 
with several city council of-
fi cials in late December to tell 
them that they had discovered 
the covenants and to announce 
that the  University would not 
acquire any additional prop-
erty in the West Portland Place 
area.

The University can still ren-
ovate buildings within the area 
that it owns, but it will not at-
tempt any further expansion.

“We’re still going to im-
prove what’s there, but we’re 
not going to be expanding that 
because of the restrictive cov-
enants,” said Givens.

At a Jan. 15 meeting of the 
University City City Council, 
the council passed a resolution 
supporting not only the resi-
dents of West Portland Place, 
but also those of neighbor-
hoods throughout University 
City.

While the resolution ac-
knowledged the positive con-
sequences of further develop-
ment of the Millbrook Plaza, it 
also called on the University to 
respect the desires of Univer-
sity City residents.

“The Council also particu-

BY PUNEET KOLIPARA
NEWS EDITOR

See MILLBROOK, page 2

See THEFTS, page 2

See LITERACY, page 2

In response to economic 
pressures, Dining Services 
has started giving fewer 
French fries in each order.

While the container size 
remains the same, the con-
tainers are only filled if 
customers order the larger 
size. Employees also used to 
fill the container for the me-
dium order, but have been 
told to stop handing out the 
surplus and now leave the 
containers partially filled.

The move, according 
to Bear’s Den Chef Robert 
Jackson, comes in response 
to the recent poor perfor-
mance of the economy. 

“Everything went up,” he 
said, referring to other day-
to-day commodities such 
as gas and grocery prices. 
“We’re giving what we are 
supposed to give at that 
price.”

Dining Services is cut-
ting the size of more prod-
ucts as well. Jackson said 
that when the food provider 
saw how the economy was 
affecting its sales, it was 
forced to conduct a survey 
of all of its prices and re-

adjust them to face the new 
reality. 

“We ‘costed’ the menu 
out,” he said. “We were giv-
ing too much away. When 
food costs are out of line, 
you’ve got to cost your 
menu out.”

Though the price reduc-
tion may be most evident in 
Bear’s Den, one of Washing-
ton University’s main eater-
ies—and one of the dining 
halls that serves the most 
students with the largest 
meal plans—Dining Servic-
es is cutting french fry con-
tent in every campus eatery 
where the fries are given 
out à la carte. Jackson says 
this is part of an initiative 
to give out more definite 
quantities of every type of 
food. 

“It got mixed up,” he said, 
referring to the protocol re-
garding how much food a 
Dining Services employee 
is supposed to dole out. “Ev-
erything is in portion bags 
now [because] the prices 
went up.”

The reduction, however, 
has not affected students’ 
purchases of the fries. Ac-

Dining Services 
reduces fry content
BY BEN SALES
NEWS EDITOR

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES RALLY STL

The front-runners for each party’s presidential nomination converged on St. Louis this weekend in a fl urry of campaign stops and town hall meetings. Sen. Hillary 
Clinton (D-NY) held a town hall meeting at the Machinists District 9 headquarters in Bridgeton on Sunday afternoon at which she emphasized her union sym-
pathies and promoted her health care plan. Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) held a rally on Friday afternoon in an airplane hangar at the Spirit of St. Louis Airport in 
Chesterfi eld, touting his support for veterans’ benefi ts. Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL) held a mammoth event with 20,000 attendees at the Edward Jones Dome on 
Saturday night, repeating his mantra of ‘change.’ Republican and former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney made a brief stop at a Dave and Busters restaurant on 
Sunday afternoon, where he enjoyed the support of Gov. Roy Blunt (R-MO), Sen. Jim Talent (R-MO) and former Sen. Rick Santorum (R-PA).
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Vote 
Tomorrow!

For students 
registered to vote in 
Missouri:

- Polls are open from 6 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

- If you have voted in 
Missouri before (and 
have not since voted 
in another state) or 
are a fi rst-time voter 
and mailed in your 
registration before 
January 9, then you are 
registered to vote.  

- Bring your Wash. U. 
ID to the poll. No 
other identifi cation is 
required.

- You must vote at the 
correct polling location 
for your current 
address.

- Please note: If your 
name does not appear 
on the voter list at the 
polling station, you can 
still vote by signing an 
affi davit confi rming your 
new address.

Polling Locations:

- South 40: 
Friedman Lounge (Wohl 
Center)

- Village, Lopata, 
Millbrook, fraternities 
and Forsyth 
Apartments: Our Lady 
of Lourdes School, 7157 
Northmoor Dr. 

- University Drive, 

Greenway, Washington 
Ave. and other streets 
west of Skinker: Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
6800 Washington Ave. 

- Off campus east 
of Skinker (Co-op, 
Rosedale, part of 
Pershing): St. Roch’s 
Church, 6040 Waterman 
Blvd.

For more information 
on polling locations visit 
stlouisco.com/elections (for 
locations on campus or west 
of Skinker) or stlelections.
com (east of Skinker).

There will be free shuttles 
circulating nonstop from 8 
a.m. until 7 p.m. They will 
both begin at Mallinckrodt.  
One will stop at the Village 
and continue to Our Lady 
of Lourdes School. The 
other will stop along the 
streets intersecting Melville 
Avenue on the way to Trinity 
Presbyterian Church.

For students not 
registered to vote in 
Missouri:

You may still be able to 
vote by absentee ballot 
in your home state. Visit 
vote-smart.org to fi nd more 
information.

for WU students & faculty 
on all auto repairs

Can not be combined with other offers.

Foreign & Domestic 
Auto Repair

Mon-Fri 7:30a-6:00p
Call Alan for Appointment

FREE SHUTTLE TO CAMPUS

15% DISCOUNT

981 S. Skinker at Clayton Rd. 

STEVENSON'S HI-POINTESTEVENSON'S HI-POINTE
“Serving our community honestly for over 60 years.”

314-647-5005
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player, an estimated value of 
$200. 

“We’re working with our in-
surance company to fi gure out 
what can be covered so we can 
take care of our students as 
much as possible,” said Wale-
hwa. 

The total estimated loss had 
been approximately $6,000 at 
the time when students fi rst 
came back to their dorms from 
winter break. 

“I don’t know the exact 
amount right now,” said Wale-
hwa, “But the number has defi -
nitely gone up from that.” 

In a different situation where 
a student loses a laptop while 
leaving his or her door open, 
or leaves personal items in the 
open, Wahlewa says the student 
would not be reimbursed by the 
University.

“What we’re doing here is a 
unique situation,” he said. “A lot 
of students were really target-

ed. The department is changing 
things around and making ef-
forts to make sure students get 
reimbursed,” he said. 

Apart from the reimburse-
ment efforts, ResLife is con-
ducting a survey of all the resi-
dential houses on campus to 
make improvements and addi-
tions to security. 

“There’s been a committee 
of students and members of the 
police department and our de-
partment, to look at other ideas 
to make sure students continue 
to feel safe on the Wash. U. cam-
pus,” said Walehwa. 

WUPD will be conducting 
most of the checkups. 

“We have additional police 
patrol presence on the South 
40 and North Side,” he said. 
“They’ll be doing rounds in all 
residential areas, even in Fra-
ternity Row. The good thing 
about Wash. U. is that we have 
our own fully functioning po-

lice department.” 
Bernard also appreciated the 

work and presence of WUPD in 
her case. 

“The police were very help-
ful and good with telling us 
what they knew,” she said. 
“Even though I didn’t realize 
[the DVD player] was missing 
until after a few days, they were 
very understanding.” 

“This isn’t typical for most 
college campuses,” said Wale-
hwa of the burglaries. 

Bernard, on the other hand, 
thought differently. 

“It’s a college dorm, people 
know students are gone dur-
ing holidays and it becomes 
a really easy target,” she said. 
“It’s just unfortunate that these 
things will happen. Also, we 
have a false sense of security. 
Although we have good secu-
rity here, people defi nitely tend 
to forget that we still need to be 
careful.”

THEFTS  v  FROM PAGE 1

But Katz added that the 
program needs more time to 
be properly evaluated.

“Though I believe in this 
program and have dedicated 
my life to this, I had to re-
mind her [that] it’s only been 
three weeks,” said Katz. “But 
the teacher was sure it was 
making a difference, because 
this was the only time this 
student had one-on-one time 
with an adult.”

The combination of stress-
free reading and personal at-
tention works so successfully 
that Everybody Wins! South 

Florida has expanded to serv-
ing four schools and 120 stu-
dents since its founding last 
year.  

Katz is proud of the pro-
gram’s accomplishments and 
finds her job to be a reward-
ing combination of passions.

“I always knew whatever 
I’d do would be working with 
people,” said Katz.  

After graduating from 
Washington University in St. 
Louis in 2002 with a degree 
in psychology, Katz earned a 
master’s degree in nonprofit 
management from Brandeis 

LITERACY  v  FROM PAGE 1

larly recognizes and supports 
the desires of the nearby prop-
erty owners to retain the char-
acter and value of their historic 
single-family residential neigh-
borhoods,” said the resolution.

The resolution, though not 
legally binding, also urged the 
University to maintain frequent 
discussion with the residents 
of West Portland Place and not 
to engage in house demolition 
without a near-term replace-

ment plan.
The University will not ex-

pand any further, but it will 
improve its current holdings in 
the area. It has already begun to 
make improvements in the Mill-
brook Plaza shopping area.

“We’re still going to improve 
what’s there, but we’re not going 
to be expanding that because of 
the restrictive covenants,” said 
Givens.

MILLBROOK  v  FROM PAGE 1

UCollege speaker series takes on 2008 election

Riding the tide of one the 
most diverse primary ballots 
in history, the University Col-
lege Master of Liberal Arts 
program began its Saturday 
lecture series this weekend 
on the topic of elections and 
politics.

With Super Tuesday com-
ing up and the presidential 
election scheduled for Nov. 
4, the series looks to answer 
questions like “Do you know 
who you’re voting for?” and 
“How will you choose your 
candidate on election day?”

“My sense is that the pur-

pose of the lecture series is to 
spur debate within the cam-
pus community about the up-
coming presidential election 
and about workings of Ameri-
can politics more generally,” 
said Margaret Garb, a profes-
sor who will be speaking later 
this month.

The yearly series is offered 
four times throughout the 
month of February on Satur-
day mornings.

“Cast the most informed 
votes you have ever cast!” the 
University College Web site 
declares. The program has 
recruited professors, who are 
experts in a variety of disci-
plines, to analyze politics and 

elections in the United States 
from the past to the present.

Each of the four speak-
ers—Professors Wayne Fields, 
Margaret Garb, Steven Smith 
and Susan Appleton—are 
members of the Washington 
University faculty from sev-
eral different disciplines.

On Saturday, Professor 
Fields spoke on recent and 
current politics in a lecture 
titled “Faith, Hope and Fear: 
The American Presidency in 
the 21st Century.”

Fields’ lecture looked to 
recap the almost eight years 
that have passed since George 
W. Bush became the forty-
third president of the United 

States. 
Next Saturday on Feb. 9, 

Garb will speak on racial is-
sues concerning the Ameri-
can voter. She will discuss 
the history of the African 
Americans’ struggle for vot-
ing rights and for infl uence in 
American politics in the nine-
teenth and twentieth centu-
ries. She plans to explore 
the debate among African 
American activists over po-
litical strategies, agenda and 
actions. 

“I hope to contribute to 
the debate by addressing the 
ways race has determined ac-
cess to the franchise and, to a 
very large extent, shaped the 

ways democracy and citizen-
ship were defi ned in Ameri-
ca,” said Garb. 

On Feb. 16, Smith will give 
his thoughts on Congress af-
ter the 2008 elections.

The fi nal lecture in the se-
ries will be given on Feb. 23 
by Appleton with her lecture 
on reproductive rights. 

The lectures are held every 
Saturday in February from 
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 
Goldfarb Auditorium in Mc-
Donnell hall on the Danforth 
Campus. They are free to the 
public and everyone is en-
couraged to attend. For more 
information, call the Univer-
sity College at (314) 935-6700.

“The [containers] haven’t 
gotten smaller,” said Vanhook. 
“More people are buying.”

Students, though aware of 
the recent downsizing, do not 
seem to mind and will con-
tinue to purchase fries at their 
previous rate. Freshman Matt 
Smerud said that the change 
is unimportant because he al-
ready has a fi xed amount of 
meal points.

“You get a little less, but 
you’ve [already] given all of 
your money for the meal plan,” 

he said.
Some students were not 

aware of the reduction and see 
it as a positive development 
because french fries are un-
healthy.

“Fries aren’t good for you, 
so it’s better,” said Chloe Sha-
piro, another freshman.

Students are also sympa-
thetic toward Dining Services, 
agreeing with the reaction to 
the economy’s current woes.

“I don’t see a problem with 
it,” said Smerud.

Bear’s Den employee Demetrius tops off a small order of fries in Bear;s 
Den, where students will now fi nd less fries for their buck.

SCOTT BRESSLER | STUDENT LIFE
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BY MIN WANG 
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

THEY’VE GOT THE BEAT

From left to right, freshman Pierre Boncy, junior Aarthi Arunachalam and freshman DeMarco Mitchener perform 
at Black Anthology Friday night in Edison Theater. This year’s production, entitled “Syncopated: Can You Keep Up 
With The Beat?” featured a story about a young man returning from the war in Iraq to fi nd his life changed; the 
production boasts a cast of nearly 40 students. Black Anthology, a student-run group, creates a different play 
that is performed each year and focuses on current issues and hope for the future.  This year’s play was written 
by a committee of students headed by sophomore Maryse Pearce and was directed by senior Valerie Wade.

EVAN WISKUP | STUDENT LIFE

University. Now she is work-
ing to close the literacy gap 
among elementary school 
students so that poor read-
ers do not fall behind in 
education.

According to the pro-
gram’s Web site, 55 percent 
of participating students 
at the poor-reading level 
reported that they enjoyed 
reading, whereas only 31 
percent of control-group 
students did so. Sixteen 
percent of poor readers 
improved their classroom 
behavior compared to only 
three percent of students 
not in the program.

Katz appreciated all the 
donors who contributed to 
the Facebook challenge, and 
predicted future success 
for Everybody Wins! South 
Florida.

“This program is sustain-
able, and it really works,” 
she said.
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W
ith housing selec-
tion just around 
the corner, many 
students have 

started their search for the 
perfect living arrangement. 
You’ve probably overheard 
a conversation addressing 
these questions or have been 
a part of the dialogue on the 
housing topic. Roommate 
and suitemate decisions are 
at the top of the list of plans 
for next year. Many freshmen 
who will remain on campus 
have already decided with 
whom they want to defi ne 
their second-year experience 
at Wash. U. They’ve gotten to 
know fi rst-year friends better 
and they’ve learned from the 
random rooming experience 
of the tough college transi-

tion. 
But what is the best group 

with which to room? How do 
you know who will be a good 
roommate? Among freshmen, 
many students decide based 
on strong friendships cre-
ated within a familiar group: 
their freshman fl oor. 

Freshman Rachel Gold-
feder was one such person 
who decided that this was 
the best option. 

“We all know we get along 
together, and I think it would 
be diffi cult to live apart,” she 
said. 

Along with Goldfeder, 
freshman Rachel Hyland 
is not only happy with her 
selection of suitemates (she 
has decided to live with the 
same group as Goldfeder) but 
also told us why she’s happy 
with her present roommate, 
freshman Laura Jensen, with 

whom she’s choosing to live 
again. 

“We have similar sleeping 
patterns and habits,” ex-
plained Hyland (after raving 
about how pretty, smart and 
clean Laura is). 

Friends on the fl oor aren’t 
the only people that help stu-
dents develop a plan for this 
important decision about 
next year’s life. Extracur-
riculars can greatly infl uence 
rooming as well. The men’s 
basketball team is a great 
example. Some sophomore 
teammates made the decision 
last year to room together. 

“Since we spend so much 
time together with basket-
ball, everyone’s responsible 
about going to bed early and 
getting to practice on time,” 
explained sophomore Tyler 
Gordon.

Another member of the 

men’s basketball team, soph-
omore Michael Young, not 
only used his sport as a com-
mon thread for deciding on 
rooming decisions last year, 
but also his fraternity, Sigma 
Chi. When the idea of having 
all 12 then-freshmen basket-
ball players living together 
proved to be implausible, 
Young decided on rooming 
with two guys from his fl oor 
who also pledged Sigma Chi 
and his freshman roommate, 
sophomore Tom Blount, 
also on the basketball team. 
Spending so much time with 
his teammates gave Young a 
positive outlook on how his 
living situation ended up. 

“It gives me people to 
hang out with other than 
basketball guys,” said Blount. 

“Choose wisely” was the 
advice from junior Elyse 
Sadow. 

Sadow was referring to 
choosing roommates and 
suitemates, particularly at 
the end of the fi rst freshman 
semester. There is a lot of 
pressure, and caution should 
be taken.

“Just wait until the mo-
ment is right,” concluded Sa-
dow, who cautioned against 
making snap decisions just 
to get it over.

What exactly is the best 
option? Perhaps living with 
people from your freshman 
fl oor is great because of the 
closeness developed from 
already living “together.” 
Also, it helps that living with 
people from your residential 
college gives you housing 
preferences if you stay on 
the South 40. But people 
change year to year, so it’s 
not always a sure bet. And 
many sports and clubs also 

allow students to form a con-
nection with each other. Be-
ing a part of a team or group 
is almost like living with 
someone anyway—you have 
to work together and try not 
to get on your teammates’ 
nerves. Ultimately, picking 
roommates and suitemates 
should not be a pressure-
fi lled process; friendships 
that develop in college 
without living together aren’t 
dependent on being close 
every second of the day.  

As the next conversation 
you overhear fl ows through 
your ears, and you realize 
you haven’t fully established 
rooming decisions, fi ght the 
anxiety and remember that 
waiting may not be such a 
bad thing. Whatever your 
situation, every student has 
numerous opportunities to 
fi nd roommates. 

Finding roommates and suitemates
BY MICHAEL KRANZ
SCENE REPORTER

Deciding the location of 
your next home is one of the 
biggest decisions you get to 
make each year (aside from 
picking your spring break 
location, of course). Making 
that decision is a game of pros 
and cons. As someone who has 
lived both on and off campus 
and in several colleges’ dorms 
(the current one being the 
property of the University Col-
lege London), I feel compelled 
to share a few of the realiza-
tions I have reached concern-
ing the following dilemma: Do 
I stay, or do I go? 

Many of you would rather 
bulldoze the Bunny than leave 
campus; still more of you have 
been itching to leave Washing-
ton University housing ever 
since you got your towel stolen 
from the shower by your feisty 
freshman fl oormates. Or per-
haps, like so many University 
students, you have not quite 
decided where you would 
like to end up next year. The 
run for off-campus housing 
started early this school year, 
but that doesn’t mean that the 
search is hopeless. Below you 
will fi nd a variety of reasons 
to stay or go; the ultimate deci-
sion, however, is up to you.

Living on campus

The University’s on-campus 
housing is rated as some of 
the nicest in the country, and 
there is no question as to why. 
With the South 40 makeover 
already underway, Wash. U. 
students will eventually have 
a host of veritable hotels to 
choose from while living on 
campus. But regardless of how 
new the couches are in your 
common room, there are sev-
eral other things to consider:

Proximity. A limited number 
of off-campus apartments, 
most already signed away, are 
as close to main campus as the 
dorms on the South 40 and the 
North Side. Of course, some 
University-owned off-campus 
housing, which includes the 
Loop Lofts, Greenway, Univer-
sity Drive and Rosedale apart-
ments, is quite a trek away. 
University-owned places on 
Forsyth Boulevard, Pershing 
Avenue, Kingsbury Boulevard 
and Waterman Avenue are 
an easy walk. Students liv-
ing on the South 40 have the 
advantage (or disadvantage, 
if your building gets invaded) 
of easy access to a shower 
after the mud fi ght aftet Holi; 
people living in the Village 
have a relatively quick walk, 
or stumble, from frat party to 
bedroom fl oor.

    
Community. Sheer prob-

ability points out that when so 
many students are clustered in 
the same area, they are likely 
to get to know one another and 
think of things to do. Fresh-
man fl oors, Village BLOCs 
and suites are easy facilities 
to build communities. As for 

larger gatherings, CS40 and 
the North Side Association are 
constantly hosting activities. 
However, don’t forget that with 
a close on-campus community 
comes that inescapable on-
campus bubble.

    
Room particulars. All 

University-owned housing, in 
addition to offering laundry 
services, is furnished, which 
saves you the trouble of fi nd-
ing furniture on a nine-month 
basis. However, not all campus 
housing options are created 
equal; some offer a great deal 
more (or less) space than 
others, and you might not 
get your fi rst-choice building. 
Ask yourself if you’d prefer 
some walking room instead of 
plowing your way through the 
week’s discarded clothes.

Meal plan. This is both a 
blessing and a curse. All stu-
dents, regardless of whether 
they live on campus, are 
required to purchase a meal 
plan. The advantages of an 
easy-swipe system lie in the 
facilities on hand; Bear’s Den 
offers great late-night options, 
Ursa’s hot chocolate is to die 
for and the Village’s stir-fry is 
worth running in for before 
closing time. However, this 
food costs money, and it costs 
a good deal more than you 
think you’re paying, because 
points do not directly corre-
late with dollars. Depending 
on the meal plan, the price 
of a point can range from $1 
to $1.52; the $1 price applies 
only after you add points to 
your existing plan. In transla-
tion: that large coffee just cost 
you $2.79. The most danger-
ous thing about the ability to 
swipe your breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and occasional fries at 
2:59 a.m. is that students grow 
accustomed to blind payment 
and buy without consideration 
at all for the cost. Do the same 
blind shopping at Schnucks, 
and you’ll fi nd yourself in a 
serious state of sticker shock.

Price. This is yet another 
example of the blind payment 
in which University students 
constantly engage. Blessed 
with a housing bill that tags 
along with the bill for tuition, 
students living on campus 
can easily turn a blind eye to 
the real cost of their hous-
ing. A brief breakdown: For 
the 2007-2008 school year, 
singles ranged from $854.45 to 
$1073.56 per month, a single 
in an older dorm and a single 
in Rosedale or Greenway being 
the lower and upper bounds. 
Doubles range in price from 
$746.89 for an older double to 
$836.22 for a double in Gre-
enway or Rosedale. Another 
hidden provision: On-campus 
housing contracts last for just 
under nine months, while 
most apartment leases are for 
a full year. In the end, some 
University-owned housing 
is a steal—University Drive 
apartments are the cheapest 
off-campus option, for approx-
imately $689 per month.

Living off campus

On-campus housing might 
be gorgeous and Gothic, but 
sometimes it feels sterile—one 
step away from a hotel. And 
after a while, most students 
get tired of sharing a bath-
room with 45 other people. 
Your own full-sized refrigera-
tor and stove are also com-
mendable amenities. A great 
deal of Washington University 
students do choose to move 
off campus and away from 
the Residential Life system at 
some point in their four years. 
Like living on campus, how-
ever, there are many points to 
consider.

Proximity. Moving off cam-
pus most often means more 
walking time, and for many 
students, driving or shuttling 
is a necessity. You might have 
driven to school every day for 
your pre-college years, but 
believe me when I say that 
driving to college is something 
altogether different. When it 
comes to waking up at 10 a.m. 
for your 10:07 class, there is a 
nice advantage to being able 
to run to class: no parking, no 
traffi c, no hateful stop lights 
that never turn green. Howev-
er, driving to class does mean 
you save yourself from pant-
ing and sweating profusely as 
you make your entrance, and 
you get automatic protection 
from the elements on the way 
to campus.

Community. Leaving the 
familiar mores of on-campus 
life does not equal abandon-
ing the Wash. U. community; it 
just means your participation 
needs to be a bit more premed-
itated. The living community 
certainly changes once you 
move off campus; if you are 
used to being constantly sur-
rounded by people, then mov-
ing to a two-bedroom apart-
ment 15 minutes away might 
not be the smartest idea. Still, 
student apartments tend to 
cluster in a few main areas, 
and some students manage to 
fi ll whole apartment buildings 
with their friends. In essence, 
your living community is what 
you make it; if your neighbors 
are also students, get to know 
them and foster a new com-
munity.

Room particulars. You 
might have to buy a bed. This 
is not, however, that monu-
mental a task. If you are quick 
on the uptake, scour the junk 
piles outside both campus 
housing and off-campus 
student apartments for aban-
doned furniture at the end of 
the school year; you can make 
some great free fi nds. And 
with any luck, the rooms in 
your apartment will be larger 
than the shoeboxes called 
“singles” in some of the older 
dorms. Decorating opportuni-
ties abound.

Meal plan. Living off cam-
pus means that you will defi ne 

your own meal plan. This is a 
big step for some people, and 
an easy transition for oth-
ers. The biggest adjustment 
students need to make in this 
department is fi guring out 
how to make balanced meals 
for just one or two people. 
Coming from a big family, 
I am used to watching my 
mom cook massive meals; by 
myself, a bowlful of pasta will 
suffi ce. Bear’s Den will not be 
there to dole out your burgers 
as easily as it once did when 
you could run there in your 

pajamas, but then again, with 
your own apartment, you can 
run to your kitchen wearing 
even less.

Price. St. Louis apartments 
clearly vary in price depending 
on location, amenities, secu-
rity and so forth. The aver-
age rent for a three-bedroom 
apartment in University City 
is just over $1000 per month; 
divided three ways, plus other 
expenses such as utilities, 
electricity and cable, the 
monthly rent per person is left 

at approximately $450. This 
fi gure may be an approxima-
tion, but it is a clear indicator 
of how much cheaper off-
campus housing is, especially 
when considering the extra 
advantages—a living room, 
kitchen, possibly a balcony or 
maybe even a yard. You will 
have to deal with paying extra 
expenses yourselves, possibly 
including setting up cable 
and Internet; these, however, 
are the responsibilities of real 
adults, which we are all just 
about to be.

Navigating the housing question: 
Homing in on your next home

BY INDU CHANDRASEKHAR
SCENE REPORTER

Is this apartment too big?

Is this apartment too small?

Which apartment is just right?

Housing Guide 
Coming Soon 
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Mixed-gender housing policy a welcome addition

W
e’re coming up on 
Super Tuesday and 
the Super Bowl 
just passed. Long 

live the armchair quarter-
backs and politicians. 

Many Wash. U. students 
think that they are political 
experts because they went 
to a Barack Obama rally or 
listened to a Mike Huckabee 
speech, yet the great majority 
of these “politically” charged 
students have no clue who 
Thomas Hobbes or John Locke 
are. This happens because 
these speeches/rallies/de-
bates are to politics what rap 
all too often is to music: im-
age over substance.

  I challenge you to fi nd 
one candidate who does not 
have “change” as his number 
one issue. “I will usher in 
a new era of change, I will 
change special interests, I 
will change our world image, 
I will give loose change to the 
poor, I will short-change our 
enemies.” 

First, Barack Obama was 
the candidate for change. 
Voters seemed to respond to 
his message, so Clinton and 
Huckabee jumped on the 
change train as well. It is too 
bad that after all this change, 
and all the time and resources 
spent tracking it, we will still 
have learned nothing, because 
change is not a platform.

  Even when candidates are 
forced to single out certain is-
sues, watching these speeches 
helps you understand their 
position about as well as Rock 
Band helps you become a mu-
sician. Almost every Repub-
lican candidate claimed that 
they would be “hard on illegal 
immigration.” Every Democrat 
said they are going to have a 
“compassionate” immigration 
policy. These tough and com-
passionate policies have been 
promised for years by both 
parties, but neither of these 
have ever come true (building 
a fence is not being tough—
deporting people is. Giving 
illegals driver’s licenses is not 
compassionate, making them 
legal is).

  Even if you read between 
the lines on these debates, 
you’re not going to fi nd any-

thing outside what any party 
member would support. All 
republicans are for “cutting 
government fat.” You’re not 
going to discover who will 
cut the most fat by listening 
to these candidates hype up 
their record and commitment 
to an issue. Not only is all this 
buzz rhetoric meaningless in 
that it does not tell us what 
programs these candidates 
would actually eliminate, it 
also fails to address the larger 
political issues that surround 
them. 

When we look at what actu-
ally has been accomplished 
by candidates who have 
promised similar measures in 
recent history, we fi nd that re-
publicans deliver big govern-
ment and democrats deliver 
bigger government. If you 
were looking for a candidate 
who will really cut the fat, 
you’d choose a Libertarian.

An interest in politics 
should be inspired by in-
formed political philosophies. 
Unfortunately, every major 
candidate who sincerely 
wants to win an election is 
going to do everything but 
expound upon the relative 
merit of confl icting ideas. 
These candidates are not 
political philosophers. They 
are professionals at getting 
elected. We shouldn’t blame 
them for that; it is what they 
are supposed to do. But we 
must remember that they are, 
in the classic and pejorative 
sense, tools. 

Do not think they speak 
for you; they speak for what 
gets them elected. Do not be 
inspired because a candidate 
is so moral that he is “pro-
choice” or “pro-life.” Every-
body is moral in both those 
ways. Don’t vote for Obama 
because he is a new face, or 
for Clinton because she has 
experience. Vote for Obama 
or Clinton because you have 
studied real politics, have 
good reasons for believing in 
certain policies, and feel that 
he/she is the tool that will 
best implement your policies. 
If you do not, you are not 
interested in politics.

Eric is a junior in Arts & 
Sciences. He can be reached 
via email at ersundhe@artsci.
wustl.edu.

Watching a 
speech does not 

make you an  
expert on politics

BY ERIC SUNDHEIM
STAFF COLUMNIST

L
ast February, Student 
Union passed a resolu-
tion supporting the 
option of mixed-gender 

housing. Student Union had 
hoped its resolution would go 
into effect in the fall of 2008, 
and we have recently learned 
from the administration that 
mixed-gender housing will in-
deed be an option for students 
next fall. 

Upperclassmen living in 
the Village and Greenway Place 
Apartments will have the op-
tion of living in gender-neutral 
housing. This option will not 
be available for freshmen. The 
University’s decision to imple-
ment mixed-gender housing 
demonstrates the administra-
tion’s faith in the student body 
and shows the University’s 

rejection of binary gender 
norms.

Getting the administration 
to implement mixed-gender 
housing has been a long and 
arduous process spanning 
several years. In December 
2006, Student Life interviewed 
then-Associate Director of 
Residential Life Rob Wild. Wild 
informed us that students of 
opposite genders had been 
requesting to live together 
for the past 10 years and that 
transgender students had 
informed Residential Life 
that a mixed-gendered hous-
ing option would make them 
more comfortable. In response 
to these requests, Residential 
Life’s Room Selection Task 
Force committee considered 
the idea and recommended its 

implementation. At that time, 
the University rejected the 
proposal, telling Residential 
Life that it feared the student 
body would not get behind the 
resolution. To understand the 
opinion of the student body, 
Residential Life took a survey 
and found that 74 percent of 
students said they might take 
advantage of mixed-gender 
housing were the option avail-
able. Given these poll results 
and the Student Union resolu-
tion, it has been overwhelm-
ingly clear that Washington 
University students support 
mixed-gender housing options. 
The University’s response to 
student input is gratifying.

The fact that the University 
has fi nally decided to imple-
ment such an option shows it 

has found the same faith in 
its student body that our peer 
institutions have been able to 
fi nd in theirs. We understand 
that it would be diffi cult for 
Wash. U. to open up a policy 
that would allow heterosexual 
couples to live together. How-
ever, we feel that the University 
was correct in believing that 
students would make deci-
sions about housing cautiously 
enough to fully consider the 
dangers of living with sig-
nifi cant others. While some 
students will inevitably make 
poor choices in selecting their 
suitemates, these instances 
would not outweigh the ben-
efi ts of allowing students to 
make better suitemate selec-
tions by choosing from both 
genders. We believe that Wash. 

U. students are just as mature 
as students at the University of 
Pennsylvania, Brown Univer-
sity, the University of Colorado, 
Haverford College, Oberlin, Sar-
ah Lawrence College, Swarth-
more and Wesleyan Colleges, 
Ithaca College, the University 
of San Francisco, Tufts Univer-
sity and Cornell University and 
are excited to be able to join 
these progressive schools in al-
lowing mixed-gender housing.

It is important for Washing-
ton University to take a leading 
role in this issue. As a progres-
sive school, Wash. U. should be 
at the forefront of policies that 
promote equality. Wash. U. has 
fi nally supported the teachings 
of its own Women and Gender 
Studies department and reject-
ed the assumption that sex and 

gender are binaries and that 
one’s biological sex determines 
one’s gender. It has affi rmed 
that sexual relationships do 
not only exist between parties 
of the opposite sex and fi nally 
recognized the identities of 
its transgendered students as 
legitimate. 

We applaud the administra-
tion for its decision to embrace 
mixed-gender housing. We are 
pleased the administration is 
listening to its students and 
placing its faith in their matu-
rity and are thankful to have 
an administration that priori-
tizes equality. Even protecting 
equality requires a diffi cult 
policy decision. We are proud 
to attend a university that is 
willing to make that diffi cult 
decision. Thank you, Wash. U.

RACHEL HARRIS | EDITORIAL CARTOON

Dear Editor:

In last Monday’s edition 
of Student Life, College Re-
publicans president Charis 
Fischer responded to plans 
to protest Alberto Gonza-
les’ speech at Wash. U. by 
writing, “It is ironic how a 
party that weds itself to the 
First Amendment selectively 
abandons that principle 
when a Republican speaker 
is involved.” This statement 
and the presumptions on 
which it is based are confus-
ing, so I would like to clarify 
a few misconceptions about 
the nature of our protest 
and of the First Amendment 
itself.

Our protest is not a test 
of the First Amendment. 
We have no plans to pre-
vent Alberto Gonzales from 

entering the building, nor 
do we intend to interrupt or 
prematurely end his speech. 
We are not holding this 
protest because we think 
the First Amendment only 
applies when we want it to 
apply. Alberto Gonzales, like 
any American regardless of 
political affiliation, has the 
right to speak freely, and 
we will respect this right on 
February 19.

In return, we expect that 
Gonzales’ supporters will 
respect our rights. Free-
dom of speech is a two-way 
street, and those of us who 
will be protesting Alberto 
Gonzales have the same 
right to free speech as he. 
We will let it be known 
that, although Washington 
University students are col-
lectively footing the bill for 

his speech, we do not all 
support the things which 
Gonzales authorized and 
condoned while serving as 
our country’s highest law 
enforcement official. We 
oppose his authorization 
of torture, his approval of 
warrantless surveillance 
of American citizens, his 
dismissal of U.S. Attorneys 
for strictly political reasons, 
and his blatant disregard for 
the Constitutional provi-
sion of habeas corpus and 
the Geneva Convention, 
among many others, and we 
must be accorded our First 
Amendment right to speech, 
even if the College Republi-
cans and their guest speaker 
disagree with our message.

Finally, there is a message 
buried in Fischer’s comment 
that concerns me and should 

concern all of us who par-
ticipate in our democracy. 
Freedom of speech is not a 
liberal or progressive ideal. 
It is not a democratic or 
republican or libertarian or 
any other kind of partisan 
belief. Freedom of speech is 
an American value, and it is 
one of the fundamental val-
ues upon which this nation 
was built. In an age where 
anything and everything 
is being ascribed to one 
political party or the other, 
we must not lose sight of the 
basic freedoms that the laws 
of this nation provide for all 
of its citizens.

-Eric Reif
Class of 2010

Treasurer, Wash. U.
College Democrats

Freedom of speech 
is a two-way street

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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S
ince the moment Al-
berto Gonzales’ plans 
to speak on campus 
were announced, 

there has been a great deal 
of unrest amongst many 
left-leaning organizations on 
campus. They complain that 
he “represents almost all of 
the things that have gone 
wrong with our country 
during Bush’s presidency.” 
That’s quite a broad state-
ment, so I’ll focus on the 
more specific complaints 
being mentioned.

Many students are quick 
to associate the former At-
torney General with torture. 
Gonzales wrote documents 
clarifying how the Geneva 
Conventions, the U.N. Con-
vention against Torture, 
and U.S. law define torture 
during his time as White 
House Counsel. Various 
governmental organizations 
applied Gonzales’ and oth-
ers’ definitions in construct-
ing interrogation techniques 
that would supposedly not 
constitute torture. 

In 2005, ABC News aired 
a story entitled “CIA’s 
Harsh Interrogation Tech-
niques Described,” in which 
six “harsh” interrogation 
techniques are listed. These 
techniques, which were 
revealed by former and cur-

rent CIA officials, include 
the following:

1. Shirt Grabbing
2. Slapping
3. Belly Slapping
4. Long Duration Standing
5. Cold Cell
6. Waterboarding

The most controversial 
technique to appear on this 
list is waterboarding, the 
permittence of which is 
often attributed to Alberto 
Gonzales. This is actually a 
misconception, as permis-
sion to waterboard, which 
has been given only three 
times, must originate from 
the President’s office. Nev-
ertheless, there are strong 
arguments on both sides 
of this issue. As a result, 
determining whether or not 
the U.S. should waterboard 
terrorists would appear to 
be a difficult undertaking. 
The truth is, however, that 
in order to prevent the use 
of waterboarding, Congress 
must simply pass a bill 
forbidding its use. Congress 
has failed to do so even with 
a Democratic majority.

Another extremely con-
troversial issue is that of 
warrantless wiretapping. 
Congress is close to reau-
thorizing this program for 
the second time. The first 
authorization occurred six 
months ago—under a Demo-

cratic Congress. Now that it 
is set to expire, the Senate 
will soon be considering 
the RESTORE Act, which 
was recently passed by the 
House 227 to 189. A lot of 
Democrats must think that 
listening in on the conversa-
tions of terrorists is a good 
idea. They’re right.

Now that I have shown 
that Congress, controlled by 
Democrats, has either sided 
with the President or chosen 
not to take action against 
him, let’s focus on the big-
gest controversy surround-
ing Gonzales—the firing of 
U.S. Attorneys. Before we do 
so, a short history lesson 
may be useful. President 
Bill Clinton fired all 93 U.S. 
Attorneys during his first 
term. And he was able to do 
so because U.S. Attorneys 
serve at the President’s 
whim. In other words, there 
was absolutely nothing ille-
gal about Alberto Gonzales’ 
actions. To date, he has not 
been indicted. 

Other claims against 
Alberto Gonzales are laugh-
able. The fact that Gonza-
les once received money 
from Enron never affected 
legal proceedings against 
Enron and its executives. 
Claims that Gonzales is to 
blame for the Patriot Act 
are also absurd. Congress 
passed the Patriot Act, and 
its provisions can always 

be modified or removed by 
Congress. In addition, most 
of the provisions of the Pa-
triot Act are not considered 
controversial at all. Only a 
handful of the Act’s over 
100 sections are controver-
sial. Overall, the Patriot Act 
is a good piece of legislation. 
Even so, it isn’t perfect. But 
that is why our government 
has checks and balances. 
The Supreme Court ruled 
the National Security Letters 
provision unconstitutional, 
evidence that our democrat-
ic system still works.

I have thus far provided 

strong arguments show-
ing that Gonzales has not 
partaken in any wrongdoing 
with respect to the issues 
of torture, wiretapping, and 
the U.S. Attorney contro-
versy. There are certainly 
other claims against Alberto 
Gonzales, and I’ll be happy 
to provide a defense for ev-
ery single last one of them. 

And I can do so because they 
simply don’t hold water—the 
former Attorney General has 
done nothing wrong.

If what I say is true—that 
Gonzales has done nothing 
wrong—then why is there 
so much controversy sur-
rounding his name? I have a 
theory about that.

The Democrats took 
control of Congress as a 
result of the 2006 midterm 
elections, and they ran on 
campaigns of change and 
fighting the administration. 
That’s exactly what they did. 
But instead of working to 
pass meaningful legislation, 
which is what they should 
have done (and should be 
doing now), they set out 
to increase partisanship 
and damage the image of 
the Bush Administration, 
thereby deteriorating its 
legitimacy. One of the tools 
the Democrats used to ac-
complish this end was their 
oversight power.

The nonpartisan National 
Journal (not the National 
Review, a conservative pub-
lication) recently published 
an article supporting my 
theory:

“To be sure, the new 
[oversight] committee chair-
men on Capitol Hill banged 
their gavels in 2007. And 
banged them. And banged 
them again. And it isn’t just 
ousted Attorney General 

Alberto Gonzales and his 
decapitated Justice Depart-
ment feeling the echo. A 
wide array of executive 
branch chiefs and corporate 
leaders...are dealing with, 
or bracing for, the effects of 
congressional Democrats’ 
aggressive oversight.”

As the committee at-
tacked the former Attorney 
General with question after 
question, the media followed 
suit, leading to a deteriora-
tion of Alberto Gonzales’ 
image. The amount of public 
scrutiny, largely based on 
misleading statements and 
logical fallacies forced Al-
berto Gonzales to resign; the 
Justice Department could no 
longer function efficiently.

This brings us to where 
we are today. Why is the 
former Attorney General so 
disliked? Is it based on fact 
or fiction? Did he actually 
do anything wrong?

My answer to these ques-
tions is quite clear, but 
what’s yours? And avoid that 
gut reaction. Look deeper 
into the facts. Do your own 
research. Find a primary 
source—come listen to him 
speak on February 19. 

Ryan is a sophomore in 
Arts & Sciences and the Vice 
President of College Republi-
cans. He can be reached via 
e-mail at rwinograd@wustl.
edu.

BY RYAN WINOGRAD
OP-ED SUBMISSION

In defense of Alberto Gonzales

I 
said it before and I’ll say 
it again—why in God’s 
name would anyone prefer 
Hillary Clinton to Barack 

Obama? We all know why she 
has the support of Bill, who 
is doing his best to remind 
us that we should think twice 
before putting them back in 
the White House. When asked 
what he thought about his 
wife’s utter annihilation in the 
South Carolina primary (by a 
28 percent margin), Bill smugly 
retorted: “Jesse Jackson won 
South Carolina twice, in ‘84 
and ’88.” Translation: “So what 
if a bunch of black people voted 
for Obama, who is black. Jesse 
Jackson is black and he didn’t 
win the nomination. Did I men-
tion that Obama is black?” Karl 
Rove would be proud. If you 
think all’s fair in politics, ask 
yourself how you would react if 
a Republican said this.

The “best” excuse by far, 
however, belongs to Ann Coul-
ter. Yes, you heard that right, 
Ann Coulter is now on record 
as saying that she will not only 
support, but will also cam-
paign for Hillary—if McCain 
wins the nomination that is. 
She insists she isn’t joking.

Coulter’s frustration aside, 
the likely primary victory of 
John McCain does give us many 
reasons to celebrate. Were he 
to win, we could all go to sleep 
at night knowing that the next 
president of the United States 
would shun torture and tackle 
global warming. There would 
be no poisonous xenophobia 
during the presidential cam-
paign. And I must say that I’m 
savoring the schadenfreude at 
watching the apoplectic fi ts of 
rage of far right-wingers like 
Rush Limbaugh and Michelle 
Malkin. Indeed, McCain’s un-
popularity with the Republican 
base could be a big problem 
for him in November. That is, 
unless there was something to 
unite the Republicans, some 
common enemy whom they 
hate even more than McCain… 
I think you see where I’m going 
with this.

Make no mistake: there’s no 
better fuel for the right wing 
noise machine than a Hillary 
Clinton nomination. As their 
Clinton hatred is rekindled, 
conservatives will quickly 
forget how angry they are at 
“Juan” McCain, as CNN’s resi-
dent blowhard Glenn Beck likes 
to call him (because McCain 
isn’t hostile to immigrants).

Come to think of it, no 
one seems to like Hillary 
very much, as Gallup polls 
consistently show that nearly 
50 percent of voters view her 
unfavorably. Compare this with 

Obama’s recent unfavorable 
rating of 32 percent (this is 
that same 32 percent who still 
think George W. Bush is a good 
president). 

Conservatives, meanwhile, 
can’t decide whether they 
admire or fear Barack Obama. 
Rod Dreher, a columnist at the 
Dallas Morning News, recently 
lamented, “If I were a Repub-
lican, I’d be very, very afraid. 
Oh wait, I am a Republican. 
Dang. Lord have mercy, I wish 
that man were a conservative.” 
They know that a McCain/
Obama match up doesn’t bode 
well for the GOP. When voters 
compare Obama’s consistent, 
principled opposition to the 
deeply unpopular Iraq war with 
McCain’s notorious pledge to 
stay there for another hundred 
years, their choice will be easy. 
Clinton, on the other hand, can 
only offer the lame excuse that 
she voted for the war autho-
rization because she didn’t 
think Bush would use it. But 
with any luck, Mitt Romney will 
somehow win the nomination, 
in which case you can forget 
about electability and just sup-
port Obama because he’ll be a 
better president.

You’d be in good company. 
Prominent party leaders, in-
cluding Senators Ted Kennedy, 
John Kerry, Patrick Leahy and 
Missouri’s own Claire Mc-
Caskill are lining up for miles 
to offer Obama their support. 
Nearly every major newspaper 
in the country has endorsed 
Obama, including the Los 
Angeles Times, the Chicago 
Tribune, the Boston Globe, and 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
(which are all located in key 
Super Tuesday states). Even 
lifelong Republicans like Susan 
Eisenhower, the granddaugh-
ter of the former president, 
have been publicly singing his 
praises.

This kind of broad-based 
support and national unity 
will be especially crucial for 
the next president. Pressing 
problems like global warming, 
healthcare and mending our 
battered Constitution cannot 
be solved with a fi fty percent 
plus one majority, of the kind 
we could expect from the divi-
sive, Karl Rove-style politics of 
the Clintons. They require both 
cooperation and sacrifi ce, and 
only Obama can inspire us to 
do both. Hearing Obama speak 
passionately about breaking 
down the barriers that separate 
us has made me feel proud to 
be an American again. 

After seven years of Bush, 
there’s nothing we need more 
than that.

Bill is a senior in Arts & Sci-
ences. He can be reached via 
e-mail at william.howard.hoff-
man.iii@gmail.com.

Tomorrow, vote 
for Barack Obama

BY BILL HOFFMAN
STAFF COLUMNIST

(Disclaimer: Everyone 
has the right to intelligently 
agree or disagree with other 
opinions. Though I am aware 
that this is controversial, I 
wish to express my opinion 
as intelligently as possible.)

During his State of the 
Union Address last Monday, 
President Bush mentioned 
certain advancements being 
made concerning stem cell 
research. He spoke about 
the new process of taking 
adult skin cells and trans-
forming them into stem 
cells, a technique that, I 
have to agree, is a big step 
forward. 

However, Bush continued 
his speech by claiming that, 
since the use of skin cells 
has been approved, it can 
replace existing methods 
of manipulating embryonic 
stem cells, and thus avoid 
all of the moral questions 
that arise from embryonic 
stem cell use. He also in-
sisted that human cloning 
should not be pursued, as it 
is also immoral. And at that 
point, I had to stop paying 
attention. How can some-
thing be immoral if it has 
the potential to save lives?

According to NIH’s Web 

site on stem cells, embry-
onic stem cells are derived 
from embryos that are fer-
tilized in vitro, in a labora-
tory. The labs use eggs that 
have been donated from 
women, fertilize them, and 
allow the embryos to de-
velop for four or five days. 
At this time, the embryos 
are at a stage known as the 
blastocyst, a miniscule, hol-
low ball of undifferentiated 
cells. Though these cells are 
alive, they do not possess 
any signs of specializa-
tion, such as becoming skin 
cells or liver cells, and they 
have no consciousness or 
thought processes. 

The cells exist in the 
same state as, say, a blade 
of grass. And no one, at 
least not to my knowledge, 
has ever had a moral dilem-
ma over mowing the grass. 

Once these stem cells are 
harvested, scientists can 
control cell differentiation 
in order to develop specific 
cell types. Once these types 
are grown, they have the po-
tential to replace diseased 
cells and thus treat certain 
diseases. There are also 
experiments concerning the 
cloning of human organs 
and other body parts, in 
hopes of being able to re-
place a diseased organ with 
a healthy one. This process 

would alleviate concerns of 
finding a healthy donor or-
gan, and would help ensure 
that the new organ would be 
successfully accepted by the 
patient’s body. The possi-
bilities are huge.

Of course, President 
Bush is subscribing to the 
belief that all human life is 
sacred, that we are killing 
potential babies by using 

embryonic stem cells, and 
that the artificial reproduc-
tion of human life directly 
refutes what nature had 
intended for the human 
race. But I am of the opinion 
that actual life—cognitive 
human life—has a right to 
be saved.

Firstly, the eggs used 

by the NIH are donated by 
women, not stolen or taken 
by force. And these are 
eggs that, in all likelihood, 
would not have the chance 
to develop into embryos on 
their own. 

When a woman reaches 
puberty, her ovaries allow 
thousands of eggs to ma-
ture. And, given the average 
number of children in each 
American household, maybe 
99% of these eggs are never 
fertilized. Instead, they 
are passed out of the body 
during menstruation. So, 
donating unfertilized eggs 
for stem cell research is ac-
tually a means of retaining 
life, rather than discarding 
it. These eggs have the po-
tential to create other cells, 
or organs, that can save 
someone’s life. 

So let us not consider 
such work immoral any lon-
ger. Human life is sacred, 
so why should we deprive 
people of the chance to con-
tinue living? 

Stem cell research has 
the potential to save count-
less lives. Sounds pretty 
moral to me.

Michelle is senior in 
Arts & Sciences. She can be 
reached via e-mail at mgal-
bert@artsci.wustl.edu.

BY MICHELLE ALBERT
STAFF COLUMNIST

The cell of morality

“The [embryonic stem] 
cells exist in the same 
state as, say, a blade 

of grass. And no one, at 
least not to my knowl-
edge, has ever had a 
moral dilemma over 
mowing the grass.”

“If what I say is true—
that Gonzales has done 
nothing wrong—then 
why is there so much 

controversy surround-
ing his name?”

RACHEL HARRIS | STUDENT LIFE
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n. a technically brilliant, sometimes improvised solo 
passage toward the close of a concerto, 

an exceptionally brilliant part of an artistic work
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“Trouble in Paradise”
Monday 2/4

7 p.m.
Brown 100

A pre-production code classic, Ernst Lubitch’s 
comedy uses bawdy innuendo to highlight the love 

affair of a master thief and a pretty pickpocket.

Xiu Xiu (pronounced shoe-
shoe) is weird and singer-song-
writer Jamie Stewart, who has 
been the only constant member 
in the band, knows it. “Women 
as Lovers” is their sixth studio 
album and has been touted as 
“more approachable or com-
municative on a basic human 
level” than anything else the 
band has released. That said, it 
is still best described as art/ex-
perimental rock.

“Women as Lovers” is an 
album that grows on you. The 
fi rst listen is by no means bad, 
but it also isn’t mind-blowing. 
Especially given the slow start 
that is the fi rst three songs: “I 
Do What I Want When I Want,” 
“I Lust You Can Hear the Axe 
Fall,” and “F.T.W.” While none of 
these songs are bad—in fact “I 
Do What I Want When I Want” 
is one of the better tracks on 
the album—this combination 
does not suit the opening of an 
album well.

In “No Friend Oh!” the 
album picks up a bit, adding a 
pulsing drum line, bells and 
horns. This is easily the most 
single-ready song on the record 
(although saying this record 
could produce any singles is 
probably a stretch). “Guanta-
namo Canal” is too obvious of 
a political song with its most 
odd and striking feature being 
a siren blaring toward the end 
of the track.

“You Are Pregnant, You Are 
Dead” has a metal garbage-can 
kind of tin in the sound of the 
drums and more fantastically 

crazy noises surrounding the 
drum sound. This very indus-
trial feel makes the song one of 
the best on the album. 

However, while this might 
not be a huge credit to Stewart’s 
writing ability, the best song of 
the album is a cover of Queen/
David Bowie’s “Under Pressure,” 
which is a mind-blowingly 
good tribute to the original 
and is likely the best cover of 
any song to be produced in 
this decade (clearly beating the 
crap out of the My Chemical 
Romance/The Used version 
of the same song). Incredible 
saxophone improvisation and 
spirited vocals by what I can 
deduce are at least three differ-
ent vocalists (two male and one 
female who sounds remarkably 
like Amy Milan of Stars) make 
the song one you can’t help but 
come back to.

However, despite all that’s 
great in the album, the vast 
majority is mediocre. Stewart’s 
security blanket appears to be 
the solemn, acoustic song that 
he whispers more than sings. 
While this isn’t bad, it doesn’t 
take many risks, allowing the 
experimental elements of the 
production to spearhead the 
imaginative side of the album. 
Some songs such as the previ-
ously mentioned “I Do What I 
Want, When I Want” are great 
examples of this formula (with 
the addition of some awesome 
kazoo work), others fall far 
short of this example. In the 
end, while “Women as Lov-
ers” can, at times, be absolute 
magic, much of the time it 
consists of crappy card tricks 
that get old fast.

Rating: ★★★✩✩
For fans of: Joy Division, The 
Octopus Project, Animal 
Collective
Tracks to download: “No 
Friend Oh!,” “Under Pres-
sure”

Xiu Xiu
Women as Lovers

Xiu Xiu: 
‘Women as 

Lovers’
BY DAVID KAMINSKY
MUSIC EDITOR

MUSIC REVIEWS

Hot Chip: 
‘Made in the Dark’

Hot Chip’s music is really 
good in my book. Their third 
effort, “Made in the Dark,” 
is intriguing, seductive and in-
telligent. They have created a 
fantastic album and a bangin’ 
single, “Ready for the Floor,” 
(streamable on YouTube).  
They have a strong following 
in the UK and are poised for a 
takeover over hither with their 
particular brand of shiny 
dance rock.

But everyone’s got their 
kryptonite right? Shaq can’t 
throw free throws. Heath 
Ledger had pills. Tila Tequila’s 
head is inexplicably a perfect 
cube. And Hot Chip all have 
faces that could melt cheese. I 
suppose their rhythm guitar-
ist racks up like a six on the 
bonability scale but they defi -

nitely aren’t getting their own 
reality show anytime soon 
(unless one of them decides to 
pop a bisexual pill).

Anyways, “Made in the 
Dark” is certainly worth a 
spin. It’s certainly not your 
typical dance record. In fact, 
my suitemate just poked his 
biracial head in my door and 
told me that I, star Cadenza 
reporter Eric Lee, “listen to 
weird music.” 

I accept this little jibe, be-
cause modicums of originality 
and whimsy are oft hard to 
fi nd in this day and age’s land 
of stale acoustic guitars. Also, 
my family tree doesn’t put 
roots out on four continents.  
So you can suck it, mutt.

Speaking of diversity, it 
should be noted that Hot Chip 
consists of fi ve musicians, 
who rock conventional instru-
ments by day and moonlight 

as DJs. This has given way to 
a blend of electronic and rock 
music with a taste for dramat-
ic synthesizers and basslines.  
Couple this with smartass lyr-
ics and horny ethos and you 
have a combination built to 
entertain. Check out the WWE 
inspired “Wrestlers” for this 
nugget of gold, “I’ve got a roll 
of coins/I’m aiming for your 
loins.”

This is all a little eccen-
tric to be sure. Aside from 
the slurry diction, and the 
guy’s voice sounding, endear-
ingly, like a nervous freshman 
speaking up in Gen. Chem., 
I have no problems with the 
musicianship. I’m sure this 
won’t get far, as far as club 
spins go, but I’d defi nitely rec-
ommend cranking this at your 
next local party.  

Rating: ★★★★✩
For fans of: Beck, LCD Sound-
system, Air
Tracks to download: “Ready 
for the Floor”

Hot Chip
Made in the Dark

BY ERIC LEE
STAFF REPORTER

Free movies
on campus this week

“The Quiet Man”
Tuesday 2/5

4 p.m.
Brown 100

One of the few famous John Ford/John Wayne 
movies that isn’t a western, “The Quiet Man” fea-
tures lush photography of the Irish country-side. 
Wayne plays an ex-pat boxer who returns to the 

Ireland hoping to reclaim his family’s farm. 

“Blackmail”
Tuesday 2/5

7 p.m.
Brown 100

Considered to be the 
first British movie 

filmed completely in 
sound, Alfred Hitch-
cock’s “Blackmail” 
tells the suspense-

filled tale of a woman 
who is blackmailed 
after murdering in 

self-defense.

“Sullivan’s Travels”
Wednesday 2/6

4 p.m.
Brown 100

Preston Sturges is often overlooked in discussions and lists compil-
ing America’s best writers/directors, but for those informed, he blends 
broad comedy and surprisingly natural dialogue with a style way ahead 

of his time. “Sullivan’s Travels” is one of Sturges’ best-remembered films, 
perhaps because it features a young, stunning Veronica Lake, but more 
so because of its hilarious and touching story. Joel McCrea plays John 

Sullivan, a successful Hollywood director who wants to make a different 
kind of picture: one entitled “O Brother, Where Art Thou?” that highlights 

the plight of the downtrodden. Sturges has more in common with the 
Coen brothers than taste in titles, and he makes a kind of movie modern 

audiences will be surprisingly comfortable with. 

“Story of a 
Young 

Couple”
Wednesday 2/6

7 p.m.
Brown 100

A lit tle seen East 
German film from 
early in the Cold 
War, “Story of a 

Young Couple” ex-
plores the marriage 
of two people with 

very different politi-
cal views. 

“Cat People”
Monday 2/4

4 p.m.
Brown 100

Considered by many to be one of the all-
time classic horror movies, “Cat People” 

plays out like a supernatural fi lm-noir. 
Simone Simon plays a Serbian-born artist 
who marries a New York everyman, only 

to succumb to her superstitious fears 
that sexual arousal of any kind will turn 

her into a murderous panther. By utilizing 
noir style, like a sense of moral ambiguity 
and a seductive femme fatale, and letting 
the audience scare themselves, director 

Jacques Tourner crafts a scary movie 
that sticks with you. Notable for waiting 
to show the audience whether or not the 
main character actually is a cat woman 
and for creating the “bus,” the horror 

technique that prepares the audience for 
danger only to have the scene end with 

nothing scary ever happening. Innovative 
and daring, “Cat People” was remade in 

the 1980s with less success. 

Berlin Whale: 
‘Berlin Whale’

The genre of music I prefer 
most likely has a name, but 
lucky for me I don’t read 
enough Pitchfork to know 
what it is. It’s the type of 
rock that makes you want to 
to tap your toe to the drum 
line, clap to the bass line and 
sing along to both the lead 
and backup vocals. You know 
the songs, the ones that you 
can play every instrument 
on expert in Rock Band. This 
is Berlin Whale. According 
to Last.fm, “Berlin Whale 
is an indie rock band; they 
are from St. Louis; you like 
them.”  And it couldn’t be 
truer (side note: truer seems 
wrong, Microsoft Word, more 
true makes me happier).

In the opening song of 
their self-titled release, “Bea-
trice (Apples and Oranges),” 
the music is full bodied and 
forceful, yet the lyrics oscil-
late between the entire band 
sing-shouting and the lead 
chanting the words, “Open 
windows let’s climb in like 
criminals.” I’ll be honest; at 

this point I tend to get so into 
the music I can’t listen to the 
words, but I’m sure they’re 
awesome.

“Typhoon” tones things 
down, but ups the ante with 
a lot more Casio. The track 
opens with the repetition 
of “earthquake, hurricane” 
but is replaced by the sweet 
sound of Trevor’s voice. This 
song embodies the band’s 
spirit. Skirting the line be-
tween intricate musicianship 
and full-fl edged energetic 
chaos, it’s easy to see how 
Berlin Whale put on a live 
show that makes you ex-
hausted for days.

Recently the band went 
through a makeover, losing 
their drummer to the bright 
lights of the East Coast along 
with another member of 
the band. But Berlin Whale 
remains tight enough to rock 
through their intricate songs 
with the energy fans have 
come to expect from them.

“Berlin Whale” will appear 
at the Gargoyle on Feb. 28 as 
part of KWUR week.

Look for more information 
on that in the near future.

BY ELIZABETH OCHOA
MUSIC EDITOR

Rating: ★★★★✬
For fans of: Too Many Dy-
namos
Tracks to download: “Ty-
phoon”

Berlin Whale
Berlin Whale



FREE ClassifiedsFREE Classifieds

Classifi ed ads are free to students, 
faculty and staff for personal use.

To place your FREE 25-word 
ad, simply email us from your 

WU email account. 

Line Ad RatesLine Ad Rates

Rates listed below are for 
businesses or individuals not 

affi liated with WU.

1-5 issues:    50¢ per word, per issue
6-9 issues:    40¢ per word, per issue
10+ issues:   30¢ per word, per issue

 

Placing Your AdPlacing Your Ad DeadlinesDeadlines
In order to be published, all 
ads must be placed and paid 

for by: 

Mon. edition: 2 pm Thurs.
Wed. edition: 2 pm Mon.
Fri. edition: 2 pm Tues.

http://www.studlife.com
For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for 

your ad online!  
Click on the “Classifi eds” link on our website to get 

started!

Phone:  314.935.6713
Prefer to speak with someone?  Call us to place your ad 

by credit card!
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Fax:  314.935.5938
Don’t forget to include a contact number so we can con-

fi rm pricing & payment!

Email:  classifi eds@studlife.com
Don’t forget to include a contact number so we can con-

fi rm pricing & payment!
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • All classifi ed ads must be pre-

paid prior to fi rst insertion by 
credit card, cash or personal check.  
Checks should be made payable to 

WU Student Media, Inc.

PaymentPayment
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Classifi cationsClassifi cations
Help Wanted
For Rent
Roommates
Sublet
Real Estate
For Sale
Automotive

Wanted
Services
Tickets
Travel
Spring Break
Lost & Found
Personals

There is a 15-word minimum charge on all 
classifi ed ads. 

The fi rst three words (max. one line) are 
bold and capitalized. All ads will appear on 

studlife.com at no additional charge.

Please check your ad carefully on the fi rst 
day of publication and notify Student Life of any 

errors.  We will only be responsible for the fi rst 
day’s incorrect insertion.

Terms & ConditionsTerms & Conditions

A SUMMER UNLIKE 
ANY OTHER!  CAMP CA-
NADENSIS, a co-ed resi- 
dent camp in the Pocono 
mountains of PA, seeks 
General bunk Counselors, 
Athletic, Waterfront, Out-
door Adventure and Art
Specialists.  Join our staff
from around the US and
abroad and have the expe-
rience of a lifetime!  Good
salary and travel allowance. 
Internships encouraged.  We
will be on campus Thursday,
February 21.  To schedule a
meeting or for more info, call
toll-free 800-832-8228, visit
www.canadensis.com or
email info@canadensis.
com.

EARN $800-$3200 a month
to drive  brand new cars with
ads palced on them. 
Visit us online at www.Ad-
CarClub.com for more infor-
mation.

GRADUATE STUDENT
WANTED to assist physically
challenged undergraduate in
exchange for free room &
board near Danforth
Campus. Couple of hours
req. to help in morning &
evening. Some strength and
fl exilbility in time required.
Contact gabeassist@gmail.
com

GUITAR PLAYER WANTED:
advanced palyer seeks
someone to jam and teach
me Jimi Hendrix songs,
especially Little Wing.  I am
good enough, but too lazy
for tab.  Please call 314-766-
9945.

LOCAL REAL ESTATE
Company is looking for a
Wash U student for part time
work showing apartments,
managing properties, etc. 
Most properties near the
University’s borders.  Must
be from St. Louis. 
314.608.2692.

MICROSOFT OFFICE LIVE 
Small Business Brand Am-
bassadors Needed.  Net-
work with your local busi-
ness community.  Get paid 
promoting a great brand 
and an amazing suite of 
free services while gain-
ing real wold experience. 
Looking for four of Washing-
ton University’s best.  Apply 
now.  Go to www.repnation.
com/offi ce to apply!

SITTERS WANTED.  AVER-
AGE $10 per hour.  Register
free for jobs near campus or
home.  http://www.student-
sitters.com.

TUTORING:  $20 PER hour. 
Earn $20 per hour with
Varsity Tutors, LLC, tutoring
local high school students in
calculus, chemistry, physics,
etc.  Please send resume and
AP/SAT/ACT scores to
info@VarsityTutors.com or
call Michael at 314-422-2007. 
www.varsitytutors.com.

2 & 3 BR apartments.  2 bath. 
Full kitchen/appliances.  In-
ternet, see more www.ho-
meandapar tmentrentals. 
com 314-409-2733

1-3 BEDROOMS, 2
Bathrooms beautiful apart-
ments.  Dishwasher, stained
glass, hardwood fl oors. 
Close to WashU, behind
Kayaks.  Also available in the
Loop.  We are fi lling up NOW
for the 2008-2009 school
year!  $1000-$1995.  London
Properties.  314.608.2692.

6031 WESTMINSTER:  3
BR, 1 BA.  2nd fl oor apart-
ment in historic building. 
Completely rehabbed, cen-
tral air, new kitchen, plumb-
ing, and electric.  Walk to
Danforth Campus and
Metrolink.  314.406.6682.

$5000 PAID EGG donors.  +-
Expenses. Non-smokers,
ages 19-29, SAT > 1100, ACT
 >  24, GPA  >  3.0.  Reply to:
info@eggdonorcenter.com.

ADVERTISE FOR FREE!  
Washington University stu-
dents, staff, and faculty 
can place free classifi ed 
advertisements in Student 
Life under most classifi ca-
tions.  Simply email your 
advertisement to classi-
fi eds@studlife.com from 
your Washington University 
email account.  Your ad will 
run free of charge for up 
to six consecutive issues.  
Please limit all ads to thirty 
words.  Free classifi eds 
are for personal use only.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCING

ROOMMATE
WANTED

Sudoku By The Mepham Group

Solution to Friday’s puzzle

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved. 2/4/08

Level: 1 2 3 4

Forget to grab
an edition of

Studlife

view it at
www.studlife.com
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LIONEL SOBEHART | STUDENT LIFE

Cristina Garmendia vaults to victory, fi nishing fourth with a jump of 9.99 meters. 

Washington University’s in-
door track and fi eld team had 
another successful weekend, 
with the women taking fourth of 
13 and the men seventh of 15 at 
the Titan Open hosted by Illinois 
Wesleyan University on Satur-
day.

“A bunch of us had [personal 
records],” said senior Cristina 
Garmendia. “We had big improve-
ments from the week before.”

Senior Morgen Leonard-Fleck-
man continued her outstand-
ing season, leaping 3.74 meters 
in the pole vault to break her 
week-old school record and au-
tomatically qualify for the NCAA 
indoor championships. Junior 
Jessica Lane took fourth in the 
same event with a leap of 3.13 
meters. Freshman Emily McNish 
and Garmendia fi nished third 
and fourth in the triple jump, 
with jumps of 10.44 meters and 
9.99 meters respectively. Junior 
Aubrey Edwards fi nished fourth 
in the weight throw with a 13.56 
meter toss. Sophomore Reva 
Broussard took sixth in the high 
jump, jumping 1.52 meters.

On the track, senior Abbey 
Hartmann brought home a vic-
tory in the 5000-meter event, 
winning in 18:27.11. Senior Lisa 
Sudmeier fi nished second in the 

mile with a time of 5:19.16. Senior 
Angela Hartman and freshman 
Sangeeta Hardy took third and 
fourth in the 800-meter run, with 
times of 2:17.77 and 2:21.00 re-
spectively. Hartman just missed 
provisionally qualifying for the 
NCAA championships. Sopho-
more Allison Lee took fourth 
in the 400-meter dash, sprint-
ing the course in 1:02.13. Junior 
Danielle Wadlington also took 
fourth in the 55-meter hurdles, 
running a time of 8.96 seconds. 
The 4x400-meter relay team also 
took fourth, in 4:03.15.

“The team is doing well. We 
have so many new members who 
have only been able to see a frac-
tion of what the team can do,” 
said Garmendia.

Even with all of the new mem-
bers, the team has really begun 
to gel. 

“We pride ourselves on really 
supporting each other,” said Mc-
Nish.

Illinois Wesleyan won the 
meet with 104 points. Lewis Uni-
versity and Lindenwood Univer-
sity rounded out the rest of the 
top three. The Wash. U. team was 
overall very happy with their per-
formance. 

“[Saturday] was the fi rst time 
lots of injured people got to com-
pete. It was nice to see them out 
there pushing their bodies as 
hard as they could,” said fresh-
man Mackenzie Olson.

On the men’s side, the 4x400-
meter relay proved to be a high-
light as the team came in second 
with a time of 3:24.36. They also 
landed a fourth-place fi nish in 
the distance medley with a time 
of 10:51.22. Junior Nate Koslof 
fi nished sixth in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 50.52 sec-
onds. Senior Ryan McDonald also 
fi nished sixth in the 55-meter 
hurdles, running the race in 8.64 
seconds.

On the fi eld, freshman Ben 
Harmon fi nished fourth in the 
high jump, recording a 1.91 meter 
leap. Harmon and classmate Scott 
Pettit also tied for fourth in the 
pole vault, jumping 4.12 meters.
Illinois Wesleyan also won the 
men’s meet with 70 points. Lewis 
University again came in second 
while Olivet Nazarene University 
was third.

The Bears return to action Sat-
urday at the Bob Keck Invitation-
al, also held at Illinois Wesleyan. 
The team has begun to focus on 
winning the UAA championship 
meet, which will be held next 
month. 

“We’re only going to get stron-
ger,” said Sudmeier. “People will 
come back from injuries and 
we’ll see more improvement and 
better performances.”

“No one on the team has 
ever lost conference,” said 
Garmendia. “It was the same 
when I was a freshman.”

BY TRISHA WOLF
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

The Washington University 
Bears nearly spoiled the No. 10 
University of Rochester’s cel-
ebration of a new mascot by 
forcing an overtime that ended 
in a 58-55 loss.

Rochester premiered a vi-
cious-looking wasp to replace 
their former cuddly bee mas-
cot. The Yellowjackets refl ected 
their new image, offering up a 
stifl ing defense that forced an 
uncharacteristic season-high 22 
Bear turnovers. 

“It was refl ected by how low-
scoring the game was,” said ju-
nior guard Shanna-Lei Dacanay. 

The closely fought match 
was tied 11 times and the lead 
changed 13 times. Both teams 
had 47 rebounds, with fresh-
man Kathryn Berger pulling 
down 10 and sophomore Janice 
Evans nine, although the Bears 
were out-rebounded offensively 
20-13. Both teams struggled of-
fensively. Neither team was able 
to get many shots from behind 
the arc as both teams made 
three treys combined. The Bears 
held the Yellowjackets to 28 per-
cent fi eld goal shooting through 
the entire game, but Rochester 
outscored Wash. U. in the paint 
30-28 and held a large advan-
tage in free throws, outscoring 
Wash. U. 19-13. 

Nevertheless, the Red and 
Green kept fi ghting through 
three quarters. After the Yellow-
jackets jumped to a fi ve-point 
lead in the last two minutes of 
the fi rst period, the Bears clawed 
back to a 21-21 tie. The 5-0 Bear 
run was sparked by a momen-
tum-boosting three-pointer by 
Dacanay and was capped with a 
lay-up in the paint by freshman 
forward Kelsey Robb. 

The Yellowjackets also 
thought they had the game in 
the bag at the end of the second 
period. Nursing a single point 
lead with 18 seconds left on the 
clock, freshman Alex Porter of 
the Blue and Yellow was fouled 
and received a bonus shot. Por-
ter sunk her basket, eliciting 
cheers from a large home crowd 
who thought the game was over. 
With nine seconds left, the Red 
and Green’s freshman guard 
Alex Hoover drove to the lane 
and was fouled.

“It’s the worst pressure you 
can have at the line,” said Da-
canay. “It was do or die.”

Tension rife in the air, Hoover 

stepped to the line to take her 
fi rst of two shots, which she 
sunk. With all eyes watching, 
Hoover buried the second to tie 
the game. “It was a little nerve-
wracking,” admitted Hoover. 
“Right before I stepped up, I 
thought of all my practice shots. 
From there, I just sunk them.” 

A last-second attempt to 
break the deadlock failed, send-
ing the game into overtime. 
This was the fi rst overtime for 
the Bears since their double-
overtime triumph over Kenyon 
College on Nov. 24. 

Right from the starting gate, 
the Blue and Yellow put in a 
bucket, which the Red and Green 
responded to two seconds later. 
Both teams were held score-
less for the next minute and a 
half before Rochester had a 4-
0 run. The Bears nearly caught 
up with a three-point play by 
guard junior Jill Brandt, who led 
the team with 12 points, to put 
the score at 52-51 with 1:16 left. 
Rochester extended their lead 
to fi ve but Wash. U. maintained 

their tenacity. 
With seven seconds left, 

guard junior Halsey Ward made 
her only lay-up of the night be-
fore committing a foul to pre-
vent the clock from expiring. 
The Rochester shooter made 
both her shots to extend the 
lead to fi ve again, but another 
Yellowjacket fouled Hoover. 

One second remained on 
the clock and hope still existed. 
Hoover, who shot phenomenally 
from the charity line, buried 
both her second-chance shots. 
Time expired on a Rochester 
inbound play, preventing the 
Bears from one more chance. 

“It was a one-possession 
game,” said Head Coach Nancy 
Fahey. “We came out short by 
one basket.” 

The Bears have been unable 
to get back on track, dropping 
two games in a row, but they are 
looking to beat Carnegie Mellon 
University to break their skid. 
As of press time, the outcome of 
the Carnegie Mellon game had 
not yet been decided.

Sophmore Janice Evans goes for a two-point shot during the Jan. 18 
game vs. Emory.

LIONEL SOBEHART | STUDENT LIFE

BY JOHANN QUA HIANSEN
SPORTS EDITOR

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Track takes fourth and 
seventh at Titan Open

Bears keep battling in loss
v Bears suffer overtime loss to University of Rochester in a 

hard-fought defensive game

WU 55 w UROCHESTER 58

The Washington University 
men’s tennis team opened the 
season with a dominant 9-0 
win over Division II University 
of Missouri-St. Louis (UMSL) 
at the Sunset Tennis Center. 
The team is now 2-0 on the 
2007-2008 campaign, with the 
fi rst win on Sept. 20, 2007 also 
coming against UMSL. The 
Bears have won 13 straight 
home matches and 30 of the 
last 31.

The seventh-ranked Bears 
won every set played, with the 
only close match coming at 
number two doubles, which 
resulted in an 8-6 victory by 
sophomore John Watts, the 
number-one ranked singles 
player in Division III tennis, 
and freshman Isaac Stein. In 
addition, the No. 1 and No. 
3 doubles teams, nationally 
third-ranked juniors Charlie 
Cutler and Chris Hoeland, and 
freshman Max Woods and se-
nior co-captain Charlie How-
ard, respectively, won their 
matches.

In singles, Watts breezed 
through his match 6-1, 6-0, and 
Cutler, sophomore Danny Levy, 
Woods, Hoeland and Stein also 

won their singles matches.
Though it was the fi rst match 
of the semester, the team has 
been practicing since classes 
resumed in January. Monday 
through Wednesday, the team 
meets at 6:15 a.m. for indoor 
practices.

“It’s certainly a big change 
from the sleep schedule we’ve 
all become accustomed to at 
Wash. U., but once you start 
warming up, it’s practice as 
usual, and you can get over 
the time of morning. Plus, 
it’s the team’s second year on 
this kind of schedule, so we’re 
prepared for what’s involved,” 
said junior co-captain Mark 
Partridge. 

The Bears also practice on 
Friday and Saturday after-
noons. 

“We will transition out-
doors in late February or early 
March. At that time, the guys 
will get to enjoy catching a few 
more Zs. But it is those sacri-
fi ces, like WU swimming and 
diving does all year long, that 
truly build character and team 
unity,” stated Head Coach Rog-
er Follmer.

Follmer emphasized that 
in addition to practicing the 
fundamentals,  “The guys are 
learning or realizing that the 

best competition they will have 
all year will be themselves. So 
when they play outside com-
petition, it just comes down to 
executing the situations [that] 
they have each already faced 
in practice.”

Howard also said, “UMSL 
is not a bad team. I think the 
lopsided score in this match 
is more of a testament to how 
tough we are. Obviously, ev-
eryone on the team can always 
improve.” 

Partridge agreed, stating, 
“It’s important right now to 
make sure we’re putting forth 
solid performances, both per-
sonally and as a team, and to 
keep growing and build up our 
confi dence. The team has an 
incredibly deep stack of play-
ers, so there’s a lot of variables 
and combinations to experi-
ment with in both the singles 
and doubles lineups. Right 
now, we need to stay focused 
and disciplined, settle into our 
lineup and then we’ll be ready 
to start hitting on all cylinders 
when it really counts.”

The team’s next match 
will be on Feb. 16 in Normal, 
Ill., against Division I Illinois 
State University. The fi rst set 
is scheduled to begin at 1:30 
p.m.

MEN’S TENNIS

Men’s tennis aces UMSL 
in season opener
BY JOSHUA GOLDMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

WU 9 w USML 0

RECENT TOP PERFORMERS:

The senior had 26 points, includ-
ing 15 in the fi rst half, against third-
ranked Rochester Friday, along with 
nine rebounds and fi ve assists. He 
followed up that performance with 
16 points and nine rebounds against 
Carnegie Mellon on Sunday.

The sophomore led the team’s re-
bounding efforts in Sunday’s victory 
over Carnegie Mellon, pulling down 12 
boards and contributing fi ve points. 
Evans also grabbed nine boards and 
contributed eight points in Friday’s 
overtime loss to Rochester.

Janice Evans 

Women’s basketball

Troy Ruths

Men’s basketball
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